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FCUATION OF l3 BATTERY 4/77th ARA. 

In Gemral Order 232, dated 18 July 1968, the Department of the Arrrry 

activated] Btry (Aerial Rooket Artillery), 4th Bn, 77th FA (later bown 

as Aeri&l Rooket .Artillery). In the same General Order the 268th Trtme­

portation Detachment (Aott Ma.int) wa~ also a.otivated. Thua entered two 

new units into a new tield or the modern A:rmy - the field of Aerial Rooket 

Artilleey. '!'hey were to beoome members of the aeooni Battalion of its 

kind, the 4th :Battalion or the 77th Artillery. The· 2/20th ARA was. the 

first and was an integral part ci,f the 1st Air Oav Division in Vietnam. 

4/77th ARA, with the new :B 13try would be the seoond and would aot as an 

integral part of the 101 st Airborne (A:umobile) Division once it had 

completed training and was-determined to be combat ready. 

B l3attery•a miasion would ultimately be"tc provide aerially-mounted 

rocket direct fire support and to furnish its portion of the Battalion 

communications system," The 268th Trans Det had the follow llP miscion of 

providing "Direot support (DS) aircraft maintenance, avionics and supply 

support for Aerial Rooket Artillery Battery." .As it turned out the 

supported Aerial Rocket Artillery Battery was :B Battery 4/77th Alie Since 

the aotiva'tion of the two units they have worked hand in hand to mold one 

of the most formidable fire support units available to an Airmobile 

Division. 

llistory has taught us that mere activation of a unit, a.seigni?Jg i'!i 

men and material is not sufficient 1n itself in organizing a oomba.t ready 

:fo:roe. Many long days 0f training and pre:pa.ra.tion a.re essential in the 
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,mo~~ing of an outata.nd:mg military unil. 1l 'Battery was no exception. 

B Battery and the 268th Trans Det were assigned to the 82nd Abn Div 

at Fort Bragg, No:i:th Carolina to develop the skills and techniques that 

would be demanded of them. For all intents a.nd purposes the unit was 

oonsidered 100% on station on 15 September 1968. :But prior to this date 

and f0llowing it the unit experienoed :numerous growing pains concerning 

the shortage of men and ma.iJerial • The Battery Commander, 1-Bjor Viotor 

M. Hernandez, did everything possible to expedite :receipt of missing 

personnel and equipment. The primary oonoern was that the final arrival 

or pereormel would oome at a date late in the units training period. 

This would mean that a good peroentaBe of the unit (46%) would have missed 

vital training whioh would be difficult to make up before the unite 

deployment to VietnaI11. Missing equipment vital to training and ·the 

aooompliahment 0£ the l3a.ttery 1 s mission included the external stores for 

the M-~ subsystem. 

Initial training began 1 Ootober 1968. This included personal weapons 

qualification and ohemioal, biologiea.1., and radiological training. 'l!le 

rocket range was still in the process of oonetruction near the St. Mere 

Faglie drop zone at Fort Bragg. 

On 11 Ootober 1968 Warrant Officers Davis, Hirano, and Sweeey were 

sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma to reoeive gunnery- instructor tra:bling •. On 

24 October 1968 Major Hernandez, the Dattery- Commander, Captain Gass and 

Captain J3rokovioh were sent to Fol'.'t Ruoker, Alabama. for gunnery instructor 

training. These men would be invaluable to the unit ' s gunnery traillling. 

{2) 
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llocket training tor the unit, commenced on 29 October 1968. The 

uaining was broken into two t 3p@s termed "Wet" and "Dry" tactics. "Wet" 

tactics involved. t.he actual deployment and tirin! of rockets. 11Dryt' 
• 

tactics was the practice or the aerial tactics required to briu& an 

element into posit.ion to achieve its objeotive. The two twew of tactics 

wore alterA&ted over,- othei- d.q. Thus tbe aviators wen not allowed to 

become bored with one nor rorget the other. To further practice what 

the unit waa learning, B Battery worked in support of the 82Dd .Aviation 

Bat.talion Speci&.1. Foroee in a three da;y field problem coded ''Operation 

Gobbler Woods". Thie exerciee oecured fra 7 December 1968 to 9 December 

1968. 

On 11 December 1968, the unit .moved tact.icalq t,o Field Strip 171 

on the Fort Brag reservation,. for its First Army Training Teet. The 

e£f'ect.ivenese ot the previous two months of training would be .tetermtned 

1n the eyes of the Ar'1J13 through thia test. The test would last until 

1.3 December 1968. 

The Arl1J¥ Trainin& Test save indicatione of what the u.uit was to 

ehorti, prove under tire in Vietnaa; that B Batter7 vu a highl,y profea­

eional unit. The Batteq flew twenty misaions dm-in,g tho test and was 

rated in eight areas ot coneider~t.ions. It received three excellent and 

five satia!aotory ratings,. thie was an outstanding score by anyone 1s 

measure stick. The meas hall wae to receive special recognition tor 

outstanding performance under adverse conditions. SP/4. Hutton was 

oemnemed for his e~eptional job performaace during the test. All of the 

(3) 



( 

( 

llmpi:res had many favorable coments :r or the Toros during the A.TT. With 

the end of them came a long looked for rest, Christmas leave. 

On 4 January 1969, Lt William Iawso•, acting under secret directive 

t'J.'om 11hieher" headquarters arrived in Norfolk, Virginia. Here he 

personally arranged for certain neoessities that would be required by 

the "Toros" in Vietnam. He obtained refrigerators and a.1r conditioners 

to ease the effeots of the harsh, hot waa.ther of South East Asia. He 

transported this equipment ba.ok to Fort Bragg by U Haul Rental ~le. 

The unit was back to work on 6 JanUB.1"7 1969. The aircraft were to 

be prepared for the ferry flight to the West Coast scheduled to begin on 

19 Janua.r,y 1969. During this same period it should be noted that the 

11Toroe" passed the Post, Third Army, and Department of the kc'l!fY' Coillllle.nd 

M:i.intenance Material inspeotione a.nd the Inspeot~r General Inepeotions 

with Flying colors. 

The unit emblem, a bull snorting :rockets, was origina.lly designed 

by Captain Micha.el Brokovioh. Refurbishing of the design wae a.ooomplished 

by WO lester A, Hansen. This youthfuJ. artist wa.s also respomsible for 

painting the 11Toro" emblem on the unit's airorai't and the flight helmets. 
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THE MOVE !J'O VIETNAM 

The terr, tligbt waa to fly t.he 12 UH-1B 1a to the West Coast for -

deplopwnt to Vieuiaa am to join the 101st, Airborne (Ainaobile) Division. 

Tho flight was compoe-1 of eleven pilot.a tra B Batter7 Gd thirt.een pilots 

fl'Gll t~ 82ad AviaUaa Battalion and the Special 'Warfare Ceat.ar, Fort 

Bragg,. Horth Carolina. The moveaent consist,ee ot two !lights wbioh wre led 

bJ Captain tichael Brokovich and CaptaiD WiJ J arc1 Carter. 

The scbedul.«i dat,e !or t.he flight to commeace was 19 Jaii1W7 1969. 

iut lad weather delq~ the f~t, tor a week, 2~ Juuary t 969 saw the 

Toroe bogin their cross oount,ry flight. The first dq 1 e flight torminatec:1 

at t.be Fulton Count.~ Airport, near Atlanta,. Georgia. The crews all 

stayed at, the Holld&¥ Inn iiear the ••six Fl.age over Georgia" pavilion. 

I.ntereaUn& hishl1ghte ocourred with a contusion of identity botween the 

Toro pilot.sand the Sparks iii&h Sohool Bubt,b&ll ream by the 1oung 

l.ad.ies in the area. 

The following da.ya .flight (26 Jan 69) terminated at Monroe, Louisiana. 

The morning or tho 27tb .found Captain Carter experien~ing ~ruciating 

che&t pains which promp~d immediate evacuation to the St. Francis 

Memorial Hoepit,al. were he remained ror treatment tor nine d&¥8• (The 

Toros are still puzzled over BD iiaplied. oonne~tion between the ohest 

pains and a Ilertz Rent-a-Car Cirl) Due to marginal wather the fearleaB 

Toros wore grounded tor another da., at Monroe. Boredom waa alleviated 

by an otticial interest iu the Huey rocketshipa expreesed 07 Delta. airlines 

hoateeeoe - Jtiee Patti Jlird, Gd lil.ee Doimave vwene - fr0111 Dallas, l'exaa. 
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Their curiosit.;y was sntisfiDCl bf a complete briefing frQU certain kel' 

me1&bers o! ·t.he crew. 

By 1530,. 28 Jan 69, ti",e weather improved euough to perait the Toros 

to take of!. They encoW1tered six rain storms and one thunderstorm 

enroute to their next destination. TheJ were .t:orced to hold five miles 

east or Bark8dale Air Force Base as the¥ waited for B52 1s to land. 

Fin~ they were able to land without an,- further disruption a. That 

night was spent at the Town and Countcy Lodge at Bossier ~ity. The 

Bossier City strip was found to be dull. and tame. The nut day's tlie}lt 

was cancelled by high winds ar1d tornadQ wa.rnioge. Our f'earleas group 

spent that evenin& at the Western Hills U>dge in Bossier, l,ouisiana. 

The second night was as disappointing as the f'iret. 

The next day turned out to be olear and bea~titul as the !lillht made 

its wq to abilene,. Xexaa. On .31 Jan 69,. the Toros headed £or F.l Paso,. 

Texa.e. They landed at El Paso at 1 JOO and. pulled intermediate inspections 

at the El Pa{:lo International Airport. The crew epent the night at the 

Hilton Inn and toured Juarez for souvenirs to send home (Ed Note: WANNA 

BET?). 

On 1 Feb 69 the tllght split in two with one flight going )o Tuceon, 

Arizona and. one l;o Phoenix, Arizona. The flight to Tucson spent the 

night at, the TucSO.ll. Inn. The .flight to Phoenix stEQeci at the Slcyrider 

Inn. Those at Phoenix were invited t,o the home or WO Stephen D~vie for 

barbecued steaks, baked beans and salad dinnm•. 
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2 Feb 69, f'o'W'Jd our dauntless :t'liers at Bakersfield., Calif'ornia. 

TheJ spent the evening at the Slqrider Inn adjacent to Meadow Field.. Smog 

rolled in the next; morning eonetituting IFR condition• until 15:30. The 

flight took oft and "flew on top" tor thirtJ Dd.nutee before land.in& at 

Fremo Air Terminal, Freano, California. The mornin& ot 4 Feb 69 found 

tho ekiee once aaaJ,n obscured b7 BJn0g. At 15.30 the flight f'iriaJJ,,- took 

or! tor Sharp Arlll¥ Depot, Stockton, California. Finally in et,eaclily 

deteriorating weather the flight, of 12 UH-1i'e landed through a 100 tt 

ceiling, 1/16 mile visibilit:, due to fo&/emg. There the crew& proceeded 

to th• Sharp Officer's club a%ld chartered a Greyhound bus to San Francisco 

Internatioaal Airport. Here a majorit:, ot the crew caught a Delta flight 

for the return to Atlanta, Georgia and then on to Fayetteville., Borth 

Carolina. 

The completion of the 11Toros11 ferry flight marked the first time 

that any D-1 unit, had gone completely through its training cycle and 

terry flight to the Weit Coast without an accident or incident ot UO" 

tn,e. 

While the "TorG" aircraft moved b7 air to the West Coast, the 

remainder of the "Toro's" vehicles and equipment was moved b;r conv07 to 

Charleston, South Carolina. Captain Jamee Gosa comnanded the move with 

CW2 James Johnson, CW2 Jamee Ta7lor, and SSG Mccowan. Mr. Tqlor and Mr. 

Johnson provided. the 1e~urit7 tor the ave as the QGl'1YQ7 eecort;e. The 

remainder of the equipment arrived at. Charleston. Even-;.ual.3¥ the vehicle, 

and equipaent wwe Hilt b7 eea to Da Nang., Vietnam to be reunited with 
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the rest of the ttToroa". Thie phase ot th• "Toro'a" move was aim 

accomplisbod wi'-hout uoidat or iacwlent,. 

After a predepl.G,ment, leave the Batter, wae baGk at, fort Braag, 

Borth Caroliu on 17 MarGh 1969. The adVUGe part;y, led l)¥ Major 

LW1Bford, lett tor Vietnam on 11 March 1969. '!'he main body left 22 ~farch 

1969. A second am final load lett on 25 March 1969. 

The "'l'or0s11 urived. at Camp iagle wt.are they were t,o become an 

integral part of the 101st Airborne Div:l.aion (Aimobile}, Division 

A~•r7. Here the UH-1B1a were replaced by UH-1C 1s. 

The "Toroe" were giver). 21 cla.,a to traueition and train all pilots 

am crews to the UH-1 c. The transit1'm requireDMmts were met on 12 April 

1969. The first oomb&t miseioa was flown by l'.ia.jor Frederic H. Stubbs, 

the Batteey Executive Of:ti~er, as section leacler, and Captai.A Jaas Gose 

as wiug man. Both air~raf't. exp&QdMi all rockets at a bunker ~omplu., 

destroyin& one bunker with llO know~ kills. 

The origiilal Toros all received in country t,ranmition to the AH-10 

Cobras that even~ replaced t.he UH-1C 1 a. 

The first, 'I'oro aircraft,. to take a bit tr0111. hostile fire was gn 21. 

MI.J 1969 in 68-160~0. The a.i.rcro.f't cauimander WO Stephen Davis and 

Copilot/Gunner WO Holan l3lack oacaped injury. 1llo detaile can be spelled 

out, in t,bat the liieaioll was claseified. The "'l'oroa" continued to plq 

"cloak and dagger" on .lilll,Jly ocQasions. 

(8) 
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The Toros provide Aerial locket Artillery reaponse to 011 call cGntact 

miesiona. They provide landing zone preparations aerv-ing to fill the lull 

bet.ween the last ~tillery round on the 11 LZ" until the 1'1ret t,roops set 

foot on the ground from t,he Hue1's. Then the landing zone is capped giving 

the forward observer instantaneous ARA response 1f he should desire it. 

Extractions ot ground troops are also covered by ARA units. Toros 1'3¥ 

ground atld air convoy escorts. They are also a 111&jor deterrent againat 

night attack against Camp r..gle due to their immediate an:l accurate 

response. Along with the role of supporting the Division the Toro•s also 

supply support, to the Special Forces and imigenous troops in the 

Divisions area or operations. 

(9) 
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( OUTSTANDING AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

On 14 Juq 1969, Captain Mieh&el Brokovich and Captain Robert G. 

Davia received the Silver Star and Major Frederic H. Stubbs am Captain 

Willard t. Carter receiYed the Dietin&Uiehed Fqin& OroBB tor the 

following action, 

On t,he momin& of 14 Jul.J' 1969 a section led by Captain Davie and 

with Captain Brokovich ae hie wingman wae aseigned to cover the insertion 

and, later, the extraction ot a reconnaissance team.wet or FSB Currahee 

in the 101st Abn (Ambl} Div AO. 

The insertion of the team wae ao~omplished under heavy fire, 

inclllding 37mm and • .50 Cal. Later d.uring the morning the team became 

surrounded and the Toro ARA ••ction returned to support them once more. 

The section was forced to descend to dangerousq low alt,itudes in order 

to locate the pauel JDarking the f'riend]J poait,ion. After "1le a•cUon 

bad marked the Team•a position the1 were able to deliver effective 

supporting tire. 

Three V.NAF CH-34 1s arrived in the area to make .the extraction of 

the team. As the eecti® laid down euppreseive fires one ot t,he CH-.34' s 

wa.e abot down b1- a .50 Cal machine gun and crashed in flames. The Toro 

sect.ion then placed tire on the mM:hiDe gun emplaceaent and. observed a 

survivor running £rom the wreckage. The remi1atng two CH-J_4's, 

realizing that their lead ship bad been shot, down start.eel to depart ~he 

area ab&Moning the team on the ground. The section leader talked the 

CH-.34'1 into tol.l.aw1.n& him down t.o the LZ. The Toro wing ship covered 

the deeceacling aircraft. As the secom CH-34 caae inte the LZ, Captain 

(10) 



( Davie i'1 the 'l'oro lead ship recoived devastating fire &Dd reported the 

i'ailure of hie eJlePne~ Immediateq Captaill 'Brokovieb, in the wing ahip, 

broke to eover Capt,aili Davie' auoceeetul autorotation. Ruaini.ng at low 

level the wing abip broke aroUDd and ee®rted a UH-1H in to pick up the 

downed crew• 

at this time Captain B:rokovich and his id.ngl-, AH-10, aloq with a. 

USAF cover ship, were tho only' ones left in the area to pr0vicle eupport 

to the downed aircraft. It would either have to be evacuated or 

deatr01od. The oDly reaaonablo CO'Ul"Do of action wa8 t.he total doatructJ.on 

o! the &irorai't due tu the inteneit), aDd proximity o! the 9nel\Y• 

At. this iiiM Captain Brokovich took hia aircraft. over the area of 

c.at.eat.ioa at low level, deapitA inteue groum fire, to t.ry to determine 

if the ground team had been tutal.J¥ evaouated. 

abol"tq thereatter another Toro aection arrived led by Major Stubbs, 

with capt.in Carter a,, bia lfin&mall• At this time Captain Brokovich 

reported spotting two more VNAF survivors on the ground. Major Stubbs 

went baok towards Currahee to piok up two UH-1H 1s that had been dispatched 

1;o recover the downed pilots. As Major Stubbs led the two slicks into 

the area the anti-aircraft .fire intensified. The lead slick was hit 

losing his lqdraulics. At this timo Major stubbs also took three bits. 

which noticeably effected the oontrol or tha aircraft. Ae Major Stubbs 

aircratt wae forced to depart, he wae able to give cover to the crippled 

UH-1 H. Thie enabled the remaining UH-1 H to enter the LZ under the 

protection or Captain Brokovich am Captain Carter. The slick succees­

fully picked up and brought out, the remaining Vietnamese orew members. 

(11) 



( Still the Toro section under the leaderebip ot Captain Brol<ovich r..mained 

on station to direct the F-41e that had arrived to 0G111plete the 

deetru.et:i.o:Q of the downad AH-10. Antiaircraf't. lire was so intense 

t,bat the r-i.•a tiret. had to devote t.hoir attention t.o eUenciag the .50 

Cal p0eitions. They then dropped five 750 poum napalm boabe and .five 

500 pound. HE bombs, It was th• direct hit f'rom. a SOO pound bomb that 

f'ina.14 destroJed the downed gallant, machine. 

It is actions such as these that the Toro•e reputation for 

reliabil1t7 under all circumstances ie based. 

(12) 
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On 12 A~ust 1969 Captain Willard Carter and Capt.ain Donald Qall 

reoeived m impact, award or the Dia,in&l,liahod. Fl.yins ~ss, am }..ajor 

victor Uernande~, the Batteq Commander, am. 1Lt Rodney Si&J.e were 

reoQIIIDlended tor the Distinguiehed F¥n& Cl•oau far the roll.owing section: 

On 10 August 1969 a. 11Toro1t section composed of ~aptain Carter, e.e 

eect,ion leader wit.h Captain Ball as bis copilot,/g1,11V,Wr, an:l Major 

He:-nandez at the wing aircraft cODIDBJlder with 11.t Si&].e as his copil.ot/ 

il,IDMI", was covering a 1'>n,g range reammaiea&Aee patrol extractiOD 

southwest, of I.awU ng Zone Aehau. The "Toros" section wae in the process 

ot coverin& 1ihe extraction being conducted by Vietnamese Ail' Fol'Ce CH-J41s 

when they encountered intensive emall arms tire. 

Both C&pt.ain Ca!'ter and. Captain Ball let their airora.rt. take 

numeroue hit.a followed short.11 thereafter Iv" 9B&ine failure. 'l'hq 

reported their aituat.ion aa Captain Cart.er iJlilMdi&t.eJ.¥ entered a.utorotation. 

Major Hernandez on bis wing immediateq set tot.he task of covering the 

atriken aircratt•s deaoellt. 

The terrain overwhich tbq were£~ was composed or Jungle 

canopy otterina little advantage tor an autorotation. However, Captain 

Carter skillfully brought his aircraft down heeding for the o~ 

available clearing in t,he area. The aircrai't entered t,he clearing 

auccessful.ll, hwever ~he dense veietation proved to almost be their 

undoillg as t.he main rotor crashed through the trees causing a extreme]¥ 

hard landing. Captain Carter mana.ged to keep the aircraft upright and 

both the copilot and bimeelf evacuated the aircraft aucceestul.17. 
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As they emerged frQm the downed "Cobra" they immediately became 

aware or amall arms f'ire being placed on them .trom three aides. The1 

were able to put up a d•tense lone enough tor the rescue helicopter to 

arrive aod loww slings to them. They were succeset~ pulled out and 

flown to Camp Eagle. 

At Camp Eagle it wae determined that they had received serious back 

injuries as a result to their hard landing. Only their extreme desire 

to live enabled them to overcome the pain and handicap to their injuries 

ae they defended themselves, crawled tot.he rescue lines. and. Cin&ll,7 

managed to et&7 on the lbes without loeins oouciousm,ee. 

Followi.JlG initial t.reatment at Phu Bai t.hey lwere evacuated to Japan 

and on t.o the United States to cecome the first "Toroa" to 'be evacuated 

back to the United States as a result of injuriee obtained in combat. 
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