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PCRMATION OF B BATTERY 4/ T7th ARA

In Genersl Order 232, dated 18 July 1968, the Department of the Army
activated B Btry (Aéz-ial Rocket Artillery), 4th Bn, 77th FA (later kuown
as Aerial Rooket Artillery). In the same General Order the 268th Trans-
portation Detsohment (Aoft Maint) was also sotivated. Thus entered two
new units into a new field of the moderm Army ~ the field of Aerial Rocket
Artillery. They were ‘o become moembers of the seoond Battalion of its
kind, the 4th Battalion of the 77th Artillery. The 2/20th ARA was. the
first and was an integral part of the 1st Aiyr Cav Division in Viqtnem.
4/T7%h ARA, with the new B Biry would be the second and would act as an
integral part of the 101 st Airborme (Airmobile) Division once it had
completed training and was determined to be combat reedy.

B Battery's mission would ultimately be"to provide aerially-mounted
rocket direct fire support and to furnish ite portion of the Battalion
commmications system,"” The 268th Trans Det had the follow up misoion of
providing "Direct support (D8) aircraft maintenance, avionics and supply
support for Aerial Rooket Artillery Battery." 4s it turned out the
supported Aerial Rooket Artillery Batiery was B Battery 4/77th ARA. Bince
the activation of the two units they have worked hand in hand t6 mold one
of the most formidable fire support units svailable to an Airmobile
Division.

History has taught us that mere activation of a unit, assigning it
men and material is not sufficlent in itself in organizing a o “at ready

force. Many long days of treining and preparation are essential in the
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-molding of an outstanding militery unit. B Battery was no exception.

B Battery and the 268th Trans Det were assigned to the 82nd Abn D
at Fort Bregg, Noxth Caroline to develop the skills and techniques that
would be demanded of them. For all intents and purposes the uwnit was
oonsidered 100% on station on 15 September 1968, But mrior to this date
and following it the unit experienced mumerous growing pains concerning
the shortege of men and maberial . The Battery Commander, Major Victor
M. Hernandez, did everything possible to exp'edite receipt of missing
personnel and equipment. The primary concern was that the £inal arrival
of personnel would oome st a date late in the units training period.

This would mean that & good percentage of the unit (46%) would have missed
vital training which would be difficult to make up before the units
deployment to Vietnam, Missing equipment vital to training and -the
accomplishment of the Battery's mission inoluded the externsl stores for
the -3 subsystem.

Initial training vegen 1 October 1968. This inoluded personal weapons
qualification and chemical, biologieal, and radiological training, The
rocket range was still in the process of construction near the 5t. Mere
Bglis drop zone at Fori Bragg.

On 11 October 1968 Varrant Officers Davis, Hirano, and Sweeny were
pent to Fort 5ill, Cklshoma t0 receive gumnery instructor training. On
24 October 1968 Major Hernandez, the Battery Commander, Captain Gass and
Captain Brokovich were sent to Fort Rusker, Alabama for gummery instxructor

training. These men would be invalusble to the unit's gunery traiming.
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Bocket training for the unit commenced on 29 October 1968. The
training wes broken into two types termed "Wet" and "Dry" tactics. "Weil"
tactics involved the actusl deployment and firing of rockets. "Dry"
tactice was the practice of the aerial tactics raquired to bring en
element into position to achlieve its objective., The two typew of tactics
were alternated every other day. Thus the aviators were not allowed to
become bored with one nor forget the other. To further practice what
the unit was learning, B Battery worked in support of the 82nd Aviation
Battalion Special Forces in a three day field problem coded “"Operation
Gobbler Woods”, This exercise occured from 7 December 1968 to 9 December
1968,

On 11 December 1968, the unit moved tactlically to Field Strip 17,
on the Fort Bragg reservation, for its First Army Training Test. The
effectivenese of the previous two menths of training would be determined
in the eyes of the Army through this test. The test would last until
13 December 1968,

The Army Treining Test gave indications of what the unit was to
shortly prove under fire in Vietnam; that D Battery was a highly profea-
sional unit. The Battery flew twenty missions during the test and was
rated in elght areas of considerations. It received three excellent and
five satisfactory ratings, this was an outstanding score by anyone!s
measure stick. The mess hall was to receive special recognition for
outs! ding performence under adverse ¢ i~ , SP/4 Hutt was

commended for his exceptianal Job perforuamce during the test. All of the
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wnpires had many favorable comments for the Toros during the ATT. With
the end of the APTT came a long looked for rest, Christmas leave.

On 4 January 1969, It William lawsom, acting under secret directive
from "higher" headquarters arrived in Norfolk, Virginia. Here he
personally arranged for certain necessities that would be required hy
the "Toros" in Vietname. ¥He obtained refrigerators and air conditioners
to ease the effects of the harsh, hot weather of South East Asia, He
transported this equipment back to Fort Bragg by U Haul Rentel Truck.

The unit was back to work on 6 January 1969. The aircraft were %o
be prepared for the ferry flight to the West Coast schednled to begin on
19 January 1969. During this same period it should be noted that the
“Toros" passed the Post, Third Army, and Depariment of the Army Commend
Lhinteﬁanoe Material inspections and the Imnspector General Inspeotions
with Flying colors.

The unit emblem, a dull snorting rockets, was originally designed
by Captain Michael Brokovich. Refurbishing of the design was aocompllshed
by WO Lester A, Hansen, This youthful artist was also respomsible for

painting the "Toro" emblem on the unit's airoraft apnd the flight helmets.
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