AMNUAL HISPORIQAL SUPFLEMENT
YOR
G Battery
kth Battalion (Aerial Artillery)
TTth Artillery (Adrmobils)

1 Angust 1960 to X December 1969

19(*
~ % 1969

(1)



v >
&

PREFAGE

Although I was »ot ome of the eviginal Griffing, I also formsd
with en ARA unit in the Btates bsfore coming to Vistnsa. I joined
0 Rattery shortly after their arrival at Omup Bvans. I have atteupted
t0 write the history as L saw it, and as an aviator I recognise ny
linttations in this rempect, 411 the photogrephs ineluded wore taken
vith & an Canon FIQL camera with & 50mm, 1.3 leus, and I assume
mumﬂmwﬁrﬁu.
I extend wy thanks to Warrant Officer Stephen R Ssheiding, [
I 0 prepaved the Dedioations Chief Warrant Officer Eilly R
Hsrtbarger, I 2o wote the sestion canocerning the forming
| snd training at Fort Braggs and Ghief Warrent Officer Richard W
. Froenss, [ o handled the narrative of the ferry flight.
Specialist Five Wlliam 8 Hallock, [, deserves a spec-.
isl thanks for the long hours he spent sorting and condensing infore
metion from the Oparations Section. I also wish to thamk Captain
Robert B Wllimee, [ snd Werrant 02£50er Jopeph § Milhous,
B ov sooof resding the drafts and offering belpful 'sug-
gestions and eritlcisns, Lash, but not least, my thanks goes to
mm&mnomm,_.:ormmmw.

S & Ao

IOREN W GER
| ‘g2, AV
Unit Historian
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LEDICATION

During C Battery's brief stay in Vietnam, the Griffing have
accomplished, and exeeeded, ti)e goals establisghed in the develope-
ment of fAerial Rocket Artillery. C Battery's record is unexcelled.
If taken at face value, credit might be given to the aviators who
fly the aireraft and fire the rockets, but, behind each pilot there
are several enlisted men who, together, form the backbone of the
unit. Many a night, an armament man or a crewchlisf remained at hils
job until the wee small hours of the morning to assure that his alr-
craft would be mission ready for the next day. suring major engage=
merita, ammo perscrmel often had 4o work well into the nmight to keep
pace with the munitions being expended. At our forward locations,
enlisted persomnel remained on duty to coordlnate communications,
supplies and provide alrcraft maintenance. Maintenance and trans-
nortation working topether as a precision machine kept the aireraft
and vehiocles operating; and, the clerk-typisls mainatined control
over the maseive amounts of paperwork necessary for the completion
of C pattery's mission. Hihout these enlisted men bshind the
scenes, any mention of G Hattery would be an afterthought.

Yor this reagon, this history is dedicated to all the enlisted

personnel who made C Sattery, Uth Battalion (ierial Artillery), 7Tth
Artiliery (Airmobile) pos: ™ “e.



FORT BRAGG

Fayetteville, North Carolina, is a military town. One of those
places where the civilian and the military meet. It is a good union
with the town benefiting commercially from the soldiers and their
families, and in return providing entertaimment and shopping facil-
itles. It was to thia town one morning early in August that the
first members of C Hattery, Lith vattalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th
Artiliery (Airmobile) came - and the "Criffins® were born.

Iime was a factor and none was wasted in those early days of
C Batbtery's conception. Lveryaons had his share of duties, and many
worked day and night. oOpirlit and cooperation were the words, and
all problems were tackled with determination and willingness. One
problem that required a lot of time was that of obteining all the
publications we would need. This job fell to our fublications Of-
ficer, warrant Officer Richard W Freeman. It was rather humerous
to walcH Warvant Offiocer lrecman learn his Job as he performed it.

Of course the bigpgest job, and one that concernsd everyone
was training. Captain Joe Coyner, our training olfficer, under‘t-he
guidance of lajor Wdward J Milley, arranged our schedule.

Warrant Officexr Billy R Hartbarger was sent to Fort Rucker for
a three wesk instruction period, making him a gualified Instructor
Pilot in the Bell UH-1{ hellcopter. After ° 3 return, he, along
with HMajor Wdward Miller, Major Craig Leyda and Captain Joseph
Tigon set about transitioning all the pilots into the UH-1C.

An aHA firing rauge was congtructed near St lere iglise Drop
Zone and tralining in the use of the aircraft armament systems was

initiated. Wach pilot was ingtructed on firing teclniques, and



then given numerous chances to apply whﬁt he learned on the range.
Day and night the range echoed to the blast of rockets and the
chatter of machine gung ag the door gunners,'too, increased their
skill., Time passed, the days grew céld and fhe Griffing evolved
into a team with teeth.

December oame, and U Battery readied itself for a week in the
field, our first Anmuel Army Yraining Test. TFor winter, the tem-
perature was comfortable and the skiss were clear that first week.
MajJor Hdward Miller's birthday was on the seventh and we celebrated
by moving into the woods bordering an isolated field in North Caro-
lina. Our first nipht out it snowed, and the temperaturs dropped
to nine degrees.

#lementa of the 82d sirberne Division and Specisl Forces ste-
tloned at Fort Bragg were participating in FTX Gobblerwoods, a coin-
cident field problem and C Batltery worked in support of them for
four days. Our last three days were spent conducting simulated
fire missions, maintalning hot sections day and night, and being
graded on such things as reaction time, accuracy, target effect,
etc., Poor weather and hard work were combining to make it a gruel=~
ling week, especially for the maintenance and support personnel;
but, the (riffins were developing into professionals and nerfection
wes their poal,

The Christmas holidays brought a short lull in our work, but
after returning from holiday leave; our main effort was put intb
readying sequipment for the move to the Hepublic of Vietnam. iinish-

ing toucheg were put to training schedules, with the last period of



training consisting of the coast-to-coast airvcraft ferry mission.
All of the new pllots gained immeasurable experience in cross-coun-
try navigation, radio prosedures and airfield opsrations. Ilight
planning and filing was spread among the pilots so each had a chance
to practice. 4n important lesson learned was the effect that ter-
rain, temperature, and weather conditions have on helicoyter opera-
tiotle

An actual account of the ferry trip from one oi those who was
there follows:

"On 2i; January 1969, C Battery departed Simmons Army Alir Field
at 0730 hours dgastern Standard Time, two days behind sohedule.
fhere were eleven UH-1(C helicopters in the flight with XM-3 armement
subsyastems mounted. Our final destination was Sharpe Army Uspot at
Htockton, California, where the alrcraft would be packed for over-
seas deployment.

"ihen the aircraft and thirty-three crew members arrived at
fort Gordon, Georgia, the first refueling stop, the lead aircraft
blew an engine reducing our troupe to ten. 'Lhis aircraft followed
ten days later after repairs were completed.

Wieridian, Mississippl, was reached without further difficulty
except for a brief moment of terror while negotiabing the approach
to Lawson Army (ir Mield at Fort Benning, Ceorgia, with thirty knot
crosswinds! Wwith the first leg of the journey complete, the flight
remained overnight at meridian,



"Ihe following day took us to Dallas Iove Pield. The high
podnt of the day being engins trouble experienced by ons bird in
longview, Texaa. The problem was oorrected in a short time, how~
over. The night spent in Dallas was far superior to the previcus
omigMdmundmctofnshﬁodtolun.

*The third night we spent in Odepsa, Texas. I can not say
mch abous that leg., Most of the pdlots were tired and Odessa
did not offer much, Ve naeded rest for the naxt day, though, as
the itinevery del’m, Toxas, and Juares, Mexico,

"hat log wes also wneventful, The flight made El Paso by
noon. and Juares by 1490 hours.

"After spending the next morming rounding everyone up, the
ships lifted off for Phosnlx, Ardsona, our fifth stop, By ithis
time the wenker ships were having & hard time maintsining the pace,
so the stronger ships. took o part of their load. The higher alti-
tudes ont psrformange greatly.

it Phoenix, cur Battery Commander met & student from Thmndere
bird Internaticnal Sohool of Foreign Trade. The student cenvinoed
him to land there the following morning for aoffee snd doughruts.
The mohwol was on the old Thunderbird Army Alr Field, a WLl trein-
ing field outsids Phoemix.

¥Me next morming around 0900 hours after deparbing Phosnix
Internationsl, we made & high-overhead spproach into Thunderbird
Field, About fifty ourious stadents and the Dean of Men met us.
The Dean had served with the lst Adr Gavalry Division in Kores,
and most of owr returning pilots had served with the lst Air Cav



in Vietnam. The Dean noticed their patches on their right sleeves.
One thing led to another and we really did get our coffes and dough-~
nutsl After brief explanations concerning our aircraft and mission,
and inquisitive inspections by the students, many of whom were Viet-
nam veterans, we departed for Bakersfield, Oalifornia.

"We arrived in Palm Springs after low-leveling across the des-
ert chasing coyotes and one brief fuel stop. The trip from Palm
Springs to Bakersfield tock us through the San Fernando Valley where
the vigibility dropped to one-half mile because of the smog. ‘e
followed the road, and haci planned on flying through the pass, but
due to bad weather and lcing rotor blades we retreated to Alr Foroce
Auxiliary Weld 442 at Lancaster, alifornia.

"On our last day we flew west to the coast, and headed north,
Refueling at Santa Barbara, California and Fort Ord, we turned LEasb
for Sharpe fdrmy Depot at Stockton.

The trip was an outstanding experience, and provided good

training for our pilots by going into so many new and different air-

ports. ¥



ADVANCE PARTY ACTIVITINS

CW2 Glerm G Tarmer and three enlisted personnel departed Charl-
eston, douth Carolina on 28 Iebruary 1969 accompanying the battery
and detachment equipment to Da Neng. They spent thirty days enroute
to ba Nang Harbor, RVN.

Ow2 William ¥ Pilon and SI'C Christopher N Holbrook accompanied
our eleven (UH-1C helicopters to Ua Nang ahoard the ship, Petula Gulf,

ajor Craig H leyda and 13G Oscar 1. Svenson led the advance par-
ty oonsisting of 8SG Pete Reyes, Supply Sergeant; SPS llalph Farris,
1st Cook; 8P5 Dale L. Bowen, Carpenter; SPL Albert I Pena, communioa-
tions; and SPh Paul M Fangman and SPL Sam Bass served as "material
expeditersY. Much of the success of this eadly operationsl capabile
ity wag due to the advanced party who arrived approximately ten days
ahead of the rest of the battery. 'Their first night in Vietnam was
an exciting one as they experienced their first rocket attack shortly
after dusk at Camp bagle. Upon arrival at Canp usvans, they quickly
organized the battery area, deciding what would go where. Vhen the
main body arrived they found their hootches ready and waiting and

the mess hell functioning.






OPENATION APACHE SNOW

fhe first day of this operation, 10 May 1969, five landing zones
were egtablished along the Laotian border at the western edge of the
A Shau Valley., C Battery fired the "preps" for the combab assaults
and capped nearly all the L4's. unemy contact was made on or near
two of the Li's that day, and it was a prelude of things to come.

G Battery was tho first unit to maintain a section of aircraft
in the A Shau Valley overnight to react to missions in that ares.
A pad was congtructed on ¥SB Currahes complete with a refueling
capability and armament points. POL and armament personnel did an
outstanding job in their support roles, working around the clock
on many, many occagions, Many times ARA was called to react to an
attack on a friendly position in the valley in the middle of the
night, If further support was required, seftions were launched from
Camp ifvans, and a "round-robin! tactic was employed so at least one
section of AHA was on station at all times to provide fire for -the
threatened position.

To support this canability, a forward operatlons base was set
up at 188 Currahee, and a YOL crew and en ammunition crew wers re-
quired in addition to the operations personnel. buring a night
attaok on Uurrahee itself, both the FOL dump and the ammunition
storage area were destroyed. [Three thousand gallons of JP-l fuel
and eleven hundred rockets were destroyed. OCleanup took several

days and the final event was destruction of the damaged rocket war-

heads and molorse.



( ' Currahee was the forward operatlonal base that was used by the
Griffins in support of the agsault on vong Ap Bia, or Hamburger Hill
as it was termed later., Ouring this period the ARA traffic in and
out of Currahee was almost steady. Cloge coordination between the
forward operations and Yrear! was a must, and all during the opera-
tion, everyone worked very hard to maintain this coordination. In
the night attacks on Currahee itself, infantryment on the perimeter
aven volunteered thelr services to help the hard-working ammo and
P0L sections {0 rearm and refuel ARA aircraft to keep them on the
Jjob with as little ground time as posaible.

LZ 2 on this operaiion was located on the Noxrthwest slope of
hill 937 (Vong Ap Biam)e It became the focal point of operation
Apache Snow from 10 May 1969 until 23 May 1969 when a large enemy
‘ ' force was encountered by the 3d Battalion, L8T7th Adirborne Infantry.
! The Griffins fired over 400 rockets on the first day and as the ac-
tion on Dong Ap Bia continued, over 4,400 rockets were fired in the
thirteen day period in support of the three US infantry battalions
on the hill as well as one ARVN battalion,
On 12 day 1969, Wl Carl A Rajotte, [ 2~ wor richara
; W Freeman, ||, voth received the Air Medal with W' Device
; (General Order 13226 and 1255 respectively) for actions in support
of the 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Infantry, on Dong Ap His when
receiving fifty-caliber antialreraft fire, and after rearming and
refueling, answered a call to Fire idupport Base Airborne which was

under attack by sappers shortly after dusk, <he same day, Captain
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( Jomm M sioore, |, received the dir medal with V" Device
(General Order 0503) when he oxperieaced a loss of power with his
UH-1C helicopter, yet continued to atiack the hostile force until
he could no longer maintain altitude in his orippled aircraflt.
#hile enroute té a securs area the engine falled completely, and
Uaptain Moore found himself and his crew on the ground in hostile
: territory and 1l% miles South of Camp ivans. 'he crew of the Ui~
| 1C congisted of Captain Moore, Aircraft Commander; WOl lonald Bis-
son, filot; Speclalist Four Hal Stone, Orewchief; and Specialist
Four Mlerbert a (risso, loor Gunner.
siajor Edward J Miller, [, corned the Air medal with
i " Jevice (Gensral Order 12558) for actions on 12 May 1969 by go-
ing into the hostile area and picking up the crew of laptein Moore's
aircraft. major Miller's UH-1C was heavily loaded, ond while on the
ground draining fuel to lighten his load, he came under heavy sniper
fire. He contimued to drain fuel until the aircraft was able to
hover, then exscuted ttie hazardous night take~off with Captain Hoore
and his crew salely aboard.

From 10 May 1969 to 1 June 1969, C Battery was credited with 19
enemy killed and 12 structures damaged or destroyed.

During this time changes were taking place in the battery area
at Camp livans as the heliport area was enlarged and penaprimed, the
aireraft hanger was comploted, the road system in the arsa was com~
pleted, the Day loom and mess hall were improved and movies were ac-

quired and shown. Hajor thomas J Glenn, ||, 2ssumed the

ixecutive Officer's position on 21 April 1969,
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OPuRATION MONTCGOMISRY RUNDISZVOUS

This operation was a continuation of Operation Apache Snow.
Inclusive dates were § June 1969 to 1l Aupust 1969. O Balbtery con-
tinued support in the same area of operations. ‘The forward opera-
tlons bage remained at l'ire Support Base OCurrahee. ARVN elements
were supported throughout the Northern I Corps tactical area. Op-
erational outlook was extended as visual reconnaissance missilons
and convoy cover migsions were accepted by the (riffins, whioh added
considerably Lo the flight time totals for the operation., More
£flight time meant more mainienance, yet the ground crews contimued
to keep the aircraflt flying. nealsg for maintenance orews and pllots
often cane at odd hours, so mess hall schedules were often inter-
rupted, but mess personnel continued to provide excellent food, none
the less.

On 9 June 1969, ISB Currahee received incoming mortar rounds
followed by a grourd attack estimated at two North Vietnamese Army
Uompanies., € Battery reacted quickly to the attask firing counter
mortar targets and direct fire missions. Logging over thirteen
hours of flight tiwe, the attack hellocopters fired 390 rockets to
break the attack. The UH-1G's used by the Griffins came under heavy
enemy fire, yet coutinued to press the atitack, firing in clese sup-
port of the friendly forces. =~ eiving the Air Medal with Wy |
vice for their actions were Captain Vaniel J Petrosky, 27l-38-1004
(General Order 12540); Cw2 Gee, Loren W] (Ceneral Order

| 12379); and cw2 sdaward G Wenner I1T [ (General order 9723).
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First Iieutenant James R nith, [ received the army con-
- mendation Medal with "' Device (Ceneral Order 12369) in the same
action.

Barlier the same day a convoy was asrbushed on Route 547, and
Captain Daniel J Petrosky, || carred the Air Medal with
WM pNavice (General Urder 12602) for his valorous actions in pro-
teotion of the convoy whille flying his eircraft low over enemy pos-
itions in order to mark them for the section of ARA aircraft arrive
ing on station to relieve him.

1l June 1969, U Battery answered a call from #SB Berchesgaden
which was engaged with an enemy ground force. The Griffing were
credited with breaking the atbtack. The next day in 'the early morn-
ing hours, #SB Currahee was once again assaulted by an unknown-sized
enemy force. During the attack the aperations bunker was hit by a
60mm mortar shell, and the Noncommissioned Oificer in charge sus-
tained a severe head injury. Negleoting his wound Staff Serpgeant
Robert R Kafton, _, continued to coordinate AA fires
untll he was ordered to be medically evacuated. Serpgeant Kafton

received the Bronze Stur Medal with V" Device (Genexrel Order 1038L)

for his efforts in the suocessful defense of the fire base. AllA
was credited with breaking the attack, firing 1l roqkets.

FSB Currahee came under a heavy morbar barrage on 17 June 1969.
Despite mortar rounds falling all around them, the crews of the ARA
, ships left the safety of the operations bunker and manned their air-

| craft, All of the ships efiected sucocessful take-offs, and once
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O ARA helicopters on C Battery's "Hot Spot" at Camp livansg the night
of 23 June 1969. the enemy fired fifteen to twenty rocket propélled
grenades at the helicopters just as they were shutting down. Four
casualtlies were sustained, several helicopters were damaged and minor
damage was inflicted on a few hootches.
ARd was c;‘edited with saving Phong Ulen on 16 July 1969 wheﬁ
the Uistrict I:Ieadquarters there came under a sapper attack., Major
sdverd J iller, | received the vistinguished F.Lﬁng
Grogs (Qeneral Urder 12,67) for his valorous actiuns while serv*;'.ng
as Adrerafb G;mmundsr of an AH-1G helicopter. Also on 16 July 1969
the Criffins attained their 100th enemy kill since arriving in Viebnam.
La’_uer in July, one UH-LC became the target of an enemy .50 caliber
woapon. It received four hits, but no one on ‘beard was injured.
Luring a combat assault in the A Sheu Valley on 18 July 1969,
the first two troop ships into the L4 received intense ground fire,
thersby disrupting the agsault aud leaving a small group of soldiers
stranded. 1he A4 ships supporting the assault engaged the snemy at
closs range to provide close support for the stranded element. Hven
i after the aircraft had expended their smmunition they continued to
employ diverdionary tactics so the landiny zone would not be owlrerr'un.
Awards to these crewmembers for thelr precise flying ability and
personal braxlrery were: The Silver Star to CW2 Thomas P Workman,
B (Coneral Order 11623); and the Distinguished Flying
Cross to vaptain Naniel J Petrosky, [ Cv#2 ltoger ¢ Sadler,
: B <. steven ¥ wood, [ 20d svecialist rour
Jerry & Taylor, ||, Cenoral Orders 11623, 11925, 11609,
11611 and 11617 respectively.
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aerial rockets, 170,273 rounds of 7.62mm and 6,228 rounds of LOmm,
The results of these expenditures were 53 enemy ldlled, 39 enemy
probably killed by ARA, 1 enemy wounded, 12 ssmpans destroyed, 113
gtructures destroyed, 7 structures damaged, 1 mortar damaged, 1 AK-
50 agsault rifle captured, 1 footbridge destroyed, 1 122mm field

gun destroysd, 1 truck destroyed aud 6 secondary explosions.
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{. urders 380, 524, 378, 532, and k3 respectively).
Vuring the extraction of a long range reconnaissance patrol

Wast of Khe Sanh on 22 Zugust 1969, one ol the troop ships for which
an AMA section was providing cover, encountered an enygine failure.
The section reacted imnediotely firing rockets into the intended
londing zone of the stricken airceraft, and flying low in increasing
dorkness and intense rain showers to cover it until the crew could
be extracted. lhe extruction completed, the section continued its
migsion in the extremely hasuardous weother and returned only after
the patrol had been recovered salely. ©Gited for valor were: Uap-
tain Daniel J Petrosky, _ CW2 Thomas P ilorkman, -
Bl o2 Glenn C Farner, [, 20 WO steven ¥ tood, [
B #c cach received the Air sedal with "W Device (General

- Orders 66, 305, Tl and 70 respectively).

. On 23 August 1969 another long range reconnaissance patrol was
extracted. &g the troop ship hovered above the dense jungle and
| lowered ropes to the patrol they came under heavy fire. The ARA

ships reacted limediately firiug rockety with skill and a.ocurac;);

in close proximity to the patrol and hovering aircraft. The Alr

dedal with %VH Device was awarded tb Captain James 1T Barnett, -

B ¢ Jomn b sorrells, [, ¢ viiiy & Hartbarger,

B ci2 coren v Gee, [, o1 Stephen B scheiding

_; and 01 Steven F wood, _ (General Ordsrs

300, 573, 568, 567, 69, 462 respectively).

The next day actilon centered in the A shau Valley for the Urlffins
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( as they supported both £S8 Currahee and FSB Berchesgaden. Several
enemy were killed as tar ets were fired upon near Berchesgaden.
Again sarly in September, Berchesgaden called for the ARA. Tive
aircralt were utilized to complete the mission, with the end regult
of several more eneuy killed. JIroops in contact were supported sev-
eral days later and as the infantry swept the area they found some
bodies and a large hootch complex destroyed.

Attemnting to insert a long range reconuaissance patrol Norih-
west of Khe Sanh, the unarmed helicopters to which the ARA section
wag providing support ocame under intense fire. The insertion was
attempted three times with the Griffins displaying outstanding cour-
age while protecting the unarmed aireraft. 'The Bistinguished Ylying
Cross was awarded to vaptain James T Barnett, ||l (Coreral
‘ i Order 14778) and CW2 Loren W Cee, _(General Order 15349).
,' In mountainous terrain West of ¥SB Vandergrift, despite night~

fall, poor weather and heavy enemy ground fire, an AIlA section pro-
vided very close support to a besieged long range reconnalssance
patrol so that it could be extracted. aking danhgerously low fir-
ing vasses to cover the lift ships, the AH-1('s were highly vulner-
able to enemy fire, Tor their outstanding display oi courage in
the face of intense ground fire, OW2 Zdwin D sillet, |GG
received the Uistinguished ¥lying Cross {(CGeneral Order 1L776); and
cw2 B11ly R Hartbarger, [ 2r2 w1 Charles J Racine, [

-‘ both received the Air Medal with "V" Device (Ueneral. Orders
15009 and 299).
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| Durding the iy days of Operation Louisiana Lee, O Battery flew
| | 1,097 hours on 2,23l sorties firing 10,136 rockets, 130,110 rounds
of 7.62m and 9,663 LjOmm grenades. Results were 33 enewy killed,
20 structures destroyed, 2 pigs killed and 12 water huffalo killed.

captain Robert i Smith JJ Il 2sevved the duties of Bat-

tery txecutive Officer on 9 September 1969, wmajor Thomas J (Glsmn
departed the battery to sgsume command of D Cowmpany, 158th Assault

Helicopter Battallon located at Camp kvang.

'
J
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OPERATION NORTON FALELS

This operation was in effect from 29 September 1969 to 8 Novem-
ber 1969. usal Loc, a village and small airstrip west of Wuang Tri
was the focal point or Operation Norton Ialls. Here C Batbery es-
tablished their forward operations base., Ammo personnel were brought
Torward as well as an operations section. /ip the operation pot under-
way, the Uriffins covered nines combat assaults.

OUn 21 October 1969 an [H-1G received one .50 callher round in the

maein rotor blads. No injuries were received and tho ship was flown

" back to Uamp Wvans,

During this operating period, the Griffing covered the inser-

tion and extraction of many troops. Much of thelr artillery fire

" was in guoport of AMVN units. C Battery also worked closely with

the 2d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, in operaiions along the Demili-
tarized Zone.

The airfield at Mai Loc was the best forward area that C Battery
had geen since its arrival inecountry. %The POL area was excellent,
until it was relocated, and a control tower was even constructed for
the Pathfinders. The parking area was adequate and the rearming
also proved workable. U Battery's hard-working ammo people were
always on the pad ready to re-arm the incoming ships. Night opera=-
tions were poscible as lights were set up on the runway each night
and a non-directional hbeacon was erected. The Griffins spent many
nights at Mai Loc, though lew missions came down after dark,

Training for weather flying was increased during this period.
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OPuRATION IUSUBLIC StJARLE

Inclusive dates on thls operation were 9 November 1969 to 6
Decamber 1969, C Battery coutinued its general support-reinforeing
role to the 3d Brigade., thring the first portion of this operation
the Griffins worked out of Mai Locs, but later returned to Camp kivans
with no forward operationg base.

The early port of November, ( Battery supported the lst Battallon,
5t%h Mechanigzed Infantry near the Demilitarized Zone. MARVN units were
also supported in this same area and elsewhere in ﬁhe area of opera-
tions. ieveral enemy filled were credited to the Griffins in these
actions.

On the 1lst of December an artillery raid was conducted and many
hootches and bunkers were destroyed. Two days later the 200,000th
rocket was fired by ARA while attacking an WVA S-ton truck. CW2
lidwin O Billet fired the rocket in the viecinity of Khe 8anh Valley.

Instrument £iight training conbtinued durin:. this operation,

Two aviators renewed Standard Instrument wuslifications and contin-
ved to provide instruction to other aviators in the unit.

Swmery for Uperation llepublic Square shows the following totals:
636 flying hours were logred on 1,306 gorties; 6,29 rockets, 86,850
rounds of 7.62mm, and 8,261 rounds of ljOmm grenades were fired; Hesults

were T enemy killed, | struc ’ 1, 9 struc’ 33 damaged,

2 water buffalo killed, 2 slephants killed, 1 S-ton truck destroyed and

7 secondary explosions recorded.








