
Al8ltJ.t:L Bil!OIIOIL SU1P.lilHJlft 

JOI 

o an-,. 
lath BatW1.oa (.-.W .ArtW.v,) 

17th ~ (.Aiftaobil1) 



.&llbouab I -.. •t -. ot tM mslul Orit.ftJl.1, I -3.- toNa4 

1d.th a MIA a11; in 1ib-. state■ bet-. OC111n1. tea Vietnaa. I tfoillN 

c Batter, uort:17 at. tbe1Jt aniftl at o-. JnQ. I .,. •ti~ 

to write tbe biSWlT &1 I •• 11'1 -.cl aa a &'f'J,awr I reoopd a, '11T 

Ull:liwn1.ou 1a W.. re-,.o:~ • .W. tbe pbotopapla11Del116'cl wre ~ 

Vitb a ~ 0... nQL oaaaa 111.'Ul a SO-, 1.8 ·lena, ID4 I ...... 

Ml raaponaib111V tor iibal. 

I extend.., illaankl tG Warzu~ om..- ftepheD H Aobe141ac,.  

 1lbo pNpaNcl \be DediaaticmJ Cid.et ~, ottioer ~ a 
~, j  1lbo WOM tll9 MOt.1.0D OODOenl1Dc. t!le ~ 

arMl ..,1P1RC at J'vt INaJ .. aod O!aid llarra.t ott1oer Riohud., 

Jnaan,  lbe bandl.ecl t.he nanat4.,. ot the terq .flicht. 

Speolil.1 ■t ftw 18.Uia 8 lf&Uoak, , de....,.• a QM- , 

1al taenks f• ti. lOD1:.Jlov1 he apat •Ol"td.na .. -4 oondandnc. wor~ 

•'1• from 1M Operat~an• 8"\S.oa. I alto viidt to tllank OapWn 

Hobert B 111llina,  and ~\ Ott1ou Jo-,b J X:llbone, 
' ' 

. tar r,no~ nadtnc .. the draft• ud ottm.nc Jaelpta1 we• 
ae•\1.CIN and. m.•o1m. i.n,. wt, no\ i...,, -, tlb•Dlca P• ,~ 

statt 8-pu.t ..... H o•weµ., , ~~ v,inc tM tJ.na1 OOFT• 

✓ ~ /4J. .:Rl.fL 

LORII W CIII 
' CJll21 AV 
Unit, B1atorian 

Info Removed by VNCA



( llblDICATION 

During C Battery's brief stay in Vietnam, the Griffins have 

aooompliabed, and exeeeded, tl~e goals established in the develope .. 

ment of Aerial .Rocket Artillery. U Battery's record is unexoalled. 

If taken at face value, credit might be given to the aviators who 

fly t.he aircraft und f'ire the rockets, but, behind eaoll pilo·b there 

are several enlisted men who, toeather, form the backbone 0£ the 

unit. !-lany a nisht, an armament 1r1an or a crewch.1.ef remained at his 

job until the wee small hours of the mornine ·l;o assure that his air-­

craf't would be mission ready for the next day. .uuring major engage­

ments, ammo personnel often had to work well into t;he night to keep 

pace with the munitions beine expended. At our forward locations, 

enlisted persom-\el reinained on duty to coord:Lnate COIM1u,nications, 

sup1,lies cllld provJ.de aircraft maintenance. Iv.la.intcmance and trana­

i;>orta.t:lon working touather as a precision machine kept the aircraft 

and vehicles operating; and., the clerk-typists mainatined control 

over the massive amounts ot' :i-1aperwork necessary for the completion 

of C .l:ls.ttery1 s mission. ~il':i:thout these enlisted raen behind the 

scenes, any mention of G Battery would be an afterthought. 

For this reason, this history is dedicated to all the enlisted 

personnel who made C .Battery., 4th BattaJ.ion (AeriaJ. Artillery)1, 77th 

Atttillery (Aimobile) possible. 



( FORT BRAGG 

Fayet'l:,eville., North Ga.rolina.., is a military to,..ai. One of those 

places where the civilian and the military meet. It is a. good union 

with the town benefiting commercially .from the soldiers and their 

families, and in return providing entertainment and shopping faoil~ 

ities. It was to this ·l;ot,m one morning early in August that the 

first lllembers of C Battery., 4th uattalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th 

.Artillery (Aimobile) ciune - and the 'trif fins tr were born. 

'l1ime was a. factor and none was wasted in those early days of 

C 8attery1 s conception. .l:.o'veryane had his share of duties, and many 

1-rorked day and night. /..>'piri t und cooperation were the worcls., and 

all J?roblems were tackled with deternrl.nation and willingness. One 

problem that required. a lot of time was that of obtainiug all the 

publioations we would need. '!'his job fell to our Publications Of ... 

ficer, iJarrant Officer tlichard (rl li'reen1an. It was rather humerous 

to watcli vlarrant Offioer l•reeman learn his job as ho performed it. 

Of course the biggest job, and one that concerned everyone 

was training. Ga.ptain Joe Coyner, our ·t.raining officer, under the 

guidance of hajor ~dward J Niller, arranead our schedule, 

vJa.rrant Officer Billy H Hartbarger was sent to Fort Rucker :for 

a three week instruction period, 1nald.ng him a qualified Instructor 

.P.ilot in the Bell UH-lC helicopter. After his return., he., along 

with r,ia,jor .l!:dward iY.d.llGr, .Major Craig Leyda and Captain Joseph 

'fison set about transiM.onine all the pilots into the UH-lC. 

An 1illA firing rauge was constructed near St .i:1iero .l!:glise .Drop 

Zone and training in the use of the aircraft armament systems was 

initiated. Na.ch pilot. was instructed on firing techniques, and 



( then ~iven numerous chances to apply what he l~arned on the range. 

.l)ay and night the range eohoed to the blast ot rockets and the 

chatter of maohine euns as the door gunners., too, inoreased their 

skill. Time passed., the els.ya grew cold and the Grifi'ine evolved 

into a team 1dth teeth. 

Jleoember oame, and G Battery readied itself £or a week in the 

field, our first Annual Army' 'training Teat. For winter., the tem­

perature wa~ comfortable and the sld.es were clear that f:irst week. 

Major &iwa.rd .Miller's birthday was on the seventh and we celebrated 

by moving into the woods bordering an isolated field in North Caro­

lina. Our first nit1lt out it snowed, and the temperature dropped 

to nine degrees. 

lillementa of the U2d ~l.irborne Division and Special Forces sta­

tioned at Fort Bragg were participating in FTX Gobblerwooda., a coin­

cident .field problEnn and a Ba.t·tery worked in support of ·t.hem for 

four days. Our last three days were spent conductine simulated 

fire missions., maintaining hot sections day and night., and being 

graded on such things as reaction time., aocura.oy, tll.rget effect_., 

etc. Poor weather and hard work were combining to make it a gruel-­

ling week., especially for the maintenance and support personnel; 

but, ·the Griffins were developing into professionals and '()erfection 

was their Boal, 

The Christmas holidays brought a abort lttll in our work, but 

after returnine from holiday leave; our main effort was put into 

readyine equipment £or the move to the !-lepublic of' Vietnam. 1:i"inish­

ing ·couches wre put to training schedules, with the last period of 



( 
training consiatini{ of the coast-t,o-coast aircraft i'erry mission. 

All oi.' the new µilots gair1ed innneasurable eJqJerience in cross ... coun­

try naviga:t,ion, radio procedures Md airf'ield operations. l!1.i~ht 

plannine and filing was spread among the pilots so each had a chance 

to practice. An illlportant lesson leamed was the effect t.hat ter­

rai.11, temperature, and weather conditions have on helioo~ter opera­

tiou. 

An o.ctual account of the ferry trip from one oi' those who was 

there follows: 

0on 24 January 1969, C Battery departed ~Jimmons Army Air Field 

at 0"/ JO hours .i!lastarn Standard T-.l.111e, two days behind sohedul.e. 

'.Lhere were eleven UH-lG helicopters in the flight wi t.h lM-.3 armament 

subsyst,ems mounted. Our final destination was Sharpe Arroy Depot at 

~tockton, California, where the airo:raft woulu be paoked for over­

seas deployment. 

"ilben the aircraft :.md thirty-three orew members arrived at 

Ii'ort Gordon, Georgia, the first refueling atop., the lead aircraft 

blew an en11ine reducing our troupe to ten. 'fhis aircraft followed 

tan days later after repairs were completed. 

"Heridian, 1'11.ssiaaippi, was reached wlthout further dif.f'icuJ.ty 

exoept f'or a brie.t' moment of terror while negotiat,ing the appro.aoh 

to Lawson Army f,ir l!'ield at l!brt Benning, Georgia, 1dth thirty knot 

crosswinds! With the first leg of the journey complete, the flight 

remained overnight at .l'-!eridian. 
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( in Vie'b'lam. The Dean not.iced their patches on their right sleeves. 

One thing led to another and we really did get our coffee and dough­

nuts! After brie1' explanations o.onoern:µig our aircraft and mission, 

and inquisitive inspections by the students, many of whom were Viet­

nam veterans., we departed i'or Balcersfield, Oalifornia. 

11We arrived in .Palm t>p~:lngs after low-leveling aoross the des­

ert chasing ooy-otes and one brief .t'uel stop, 'rhe trip from Palm 

Springs to J3ak:ersfield took us through ·l;he San lt'ern.ando Valley where 

the viaibili ty dropped to one-half mile because of' th.e smog. We 

.followed the road, and had planned on .flying through the pass., but 

due to bad weat,her and icine rotor blades we retreated to .Air l•'oroe 

Auxiliary li'ield 42 at Lancaster, Galii'ornia. 

110n our last day we flew west to the coast, and headed north, 

R.ei'u.oling at Sa,nt,a ilar'bara, California and l1'ort Ord., we turned Eas I; 

for Sharpe ilrmy .Depot at Stockton. 

11The trip was an outstanding experience, and provided good 

training for our pilo't,s by going into so many- new and different air­

ports. 0 
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ADVANCE PAR'fi ACTIVITms 

CW2 Glenn G li'armer and three enl:i.sted personnel departed Oharl­

eston, [1outh Carolina on 28 iiebruary 1969 aocompanying the bat,tery 

arid deta.chmont equipanent to JJa l'J'ang. '.Choy spent thirt.y days enroute 

·to .t)a Nang Harbor, RVN. 

Ov12 Ldlliam F Pilon and ~li'C Christopher N Holbrook a.ocompanied 

our elecren ffii-10 helicopters to Ua Nang aboard the ship, .Petula Gulf. 

i·tajor Graig H Leyda ancl lSG Osoar L Svenson led the advance par­

ty oonsis ting of SSG Pete lleyes, Supply Sargeant; SP5 11.a.lph Farris, 

1st Ooolc; SP5 Dale L Bo111en, Carpenter; SP4 Albert L Pena, communioa­

tiona,; and t>P4 1:.iau1 .f.1 l1'angman and SP4 ,'jam Base served as "ma.teriaJ. 

expediters". Muoh of t,he success of this eahly operat:i.onal. ca1_)abil­

ity was due to the advanced party who arrived approxi.lllately ten days 

ahead 0£ the rest of the battery. 11.'b.eir first ni(")lt in Vietnam was 

an exciting one as they ex()erienced ·bheir first rocket attacl<: shortly 

a.:tter dusk at Oamp J~agle. Upon arrival at Cw1111 .t!,Vana, they quickly 

organized the battery area., deciding what would go 'Where. ·vJhen the 

ma.in body arrived they found their hootches ready and waiting and 

the .mess hall function:ing. 



The t:l.rat week in May ws occupied wlth plane for Operations 

Apaohe Snow. On 7 May 69, the .forward operations base was re­

looated at LZ .Ann. Probl·ems at LZ Ann were the same as those at 

LZ Blaze 1,lth the addition of dust. It became even niore serious 

-when one of the C-rnoclels made a precautionary landing due to fa.al 

contamination. Consequently all the ships were grounded i'or a day 

' while the maintenance personnel pulled all the fuel filters in each 

ship and oheoked them. As soon as this :problem was cleared up, C 

Battery was ready for the kiokoff of Operation Apache Snow. 



OPE!l.ATION APACHE SNOW 

'the first day of this operation, 10 May 1969, five landing zones 

were established alone the Laotian border at the western edge of the 

A Snau Valley. C Battery fired the "preps" :for the combat:, assaults 

and capped nearly all the 1~ 1 s. .U:nemy contact was made on or near 

two 01' the L¼ 1 a tha·t day., and ii; was a prelude of things to come. 

O Battery was tho first ~ t t.o ma.in-ta.in a aeotion of airoraf't 

in tile A ::fuau Valley overni~ht to react to missions in that area. 

A pad was constructed on lt'SB Currahee oomplete with a refueli11g 

capability and arrnament points. POL and armament personnel did an 

outstanding job in their support roles, working around the clock 

on many, many occasions. Many times AH.A was called to react to an 

at·t;ack on a friendly 11oa:I. tion in the valley in the middle of the 

niuht. If .further support was required., selftiona ·were launched from 

Camp li}va.ns., and a 1'round-robin11 tactic was employed so at least one 

section of .llliA was on station at all times to provide fire .for ,the 

threatened posi't;ion. 

'l'o support this ca,ability, a forward opernt:tons base was set 

up at FSB Gurrahee, and a POL crew and an ammunition crew were re­

quired in addition to the operations personnel. During a night 

atta.ok on Llurrahee itself, both the POL dump and. the am.munition 

storage area were destroyed. 'l'hree thousand gallons of JP-4 fuel 

and eleven hundred rockets were destroyed. Cleanup took several. 

days and ·lihe final event was destruction of t,he damaged rocket war­

heads and motors. 



( Currahee waa the forward operational base that was used by the 

Grifi'ina in support of the assault on JJong Ap Dia, or Hamburger Hill 

as it was termed later. During this period the AU.A traffic in and 

out of Ourrahee was al.most steady. Glose coordination between the 

forward operations and 1'rear II was a must, and all during the opera­

tion, everyone worked very hard to maintain ·this ooordination. In 

the night a tt,aoks on CJurrahee itself, infant.:cyment on the perimeter 

even volwiteered their services to help the hard-working ammo and 

llOL sections to rearm and refuel AHA aircraft to keep them on the 

job with as little ground time as possible. 

LZ 2 on this operaGion was located on the Northwest slope of 

hill 937 (Uong Ap Bia). It became the .focal point of' operation 

Apache Snow from 10 !-Jay 1969 until 23 May 1969 when a large ell811W 

foroe was encountered by t,he .3d Battal;i.on, ltS7th .Airborne Infantry. 

'rh.e Griffins .fired ovor 400 rockets on .the .first day and as the :ac­

tion on .Dong Ap .Bia con"l:,inued, over 4,400 rockets were fired in the 

thirteen day period in support of the three US infantry battalions 

on the hill as well as one AltVN battalion. 

On 12 N~y 1969, WJl Carl A Hajotte,  and WOl fil.chard 

Lv Jn:-eeman, , both received the Air Medal with 1rv 11 Dev,ioe 

(General Order 13226 and 12554 respectively) for actions in support 

of the .3d Ba·litalion, 187th Il.irborne Inf'antry, on Dong Ap ~ia when 

receiving fii'ty-cal.iber antia.i.rcraft i'ire, and after rearming and 

refueline, ans-wared a call to Fire i.fu.pport Base Airborne which was 

under attack by sappers shortly after dusk. '.L'he same day, Oapt;µn 
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( John M .ftJ.oore., , received the Air Medal with 11V11 .1levice 

( Cteneral Order 0503) when he oxperiMced a loss of power with his 

UH-10 helicopter, yet continued to at-i:.ack the hostile force until 

he could no longer maintain altitude in his crippled aircraft. 

while enroute to a secure area the engine failed COJl\pletely, and 

llapta.in Moore found h:i.niself an.<l h~s crew on the ground in hostile 

territ,ory and 11½ miles l:louth of Camp .Hvans. '!'he crew of the tni-

10 consisted of 0aptain Moore, Aircraft Oonunander; WOl Donald Bis­

son, .Pilot; Specialist 1i~our Hal stone, Orewohie.f; and Specialist 

Four Herbert a Grisso, Door Gunner. 

1-iajor ~dward J l\liller, , ao.rned the Air .Medal with 

lrlf II IJevioe ( General. Grder 12,55'8) for actions on 12 J!i~ 1969 by go­

in11, into the hostile area and picking up the crew of' Captain Moore's 

aircr&f't. t•lajor Miller' a U.H:-10 was heavily loaded, and while on the 

around draining fuel to lighten his load, he oar11e under heavy sniper 

fire. He continued to drain fuel until the airora:rt was able to 

hover, then e:x.eouted the hazardous nieht take-off' with Captain Moore 

and his crew safe:liy aboard. 

).lrom 10 i.'JJ.ay 1969 to 1 June 19651, O Battery was credited with 19 

enemy tilled and 12 structures damaged or destroyed. 

During thia time changes were taking plaoe in the battery area 

at Camp .u.\rans as the helipor.t area was enlarged and penaprimed, the 

aircraft hanger was oomploted, the road system in the area was com­

pleted., the Day ltoom and mess hall -were improved anu movies were ac­

quired and shown. 1-lajor 'l'homa.s J Glenn, , assumed the 

.l!.lxeou•tive Offioer 1 s position on 21 April 1969. 
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( 0Pili.RA.TI0N M0N'l'G0Hilli.tY Rl~Nnu;zvous 

This operation was a oontinuation of Operation A~ache Snow. 

Inclusive dates were ts June 1969 to 14 August 1969. U Balitery con­

tinued support in the sruue area of operations. 'J.'he forward opera­

tiotts base rarn.ainad at l1'ire ~upport Base Gurrahee. JIRVN elements 

were supported throughout the Northern I <Jorps tactical area. Op­

erational outlook was extended as visual reconnaissance 1nissions 

and convoy cover :mission a ware accepted by the (;,rifi'ins, whioh added 

considerably to the flight time totals for the operation. More 

flight tillle meant more maintenance, yet the gro'lll'ld crews oont.inued 

to keep the aircraft fly:ing. Heals for maintenance oraws and pilots 

often carile at odd hours., so me~e hall schedules were often inter­

rupted, but mesa personnel continued to provide excellent food, uone 

the leas. 

On 9 June 1969, l~dB Currahee received incoming mortar rounds 

followed by a ground attack eat:!Juated at two North Vietna.m.ese Arrrry 

llompaniea. U l:3attery reacted quickly to th.e attaok .t'ir:img counter 

mortar t,argets and direct fire missions. Lom{ing over thirt,een 

hours of flient tillle., the attack helioopters fired~ rockets to 

break the attaok. 'l'he UH-lC rs used by the Griffins oame under heavy 

onemy fire, yet co11tinued to press the attack., .firing in olese sup­

port 0£ the fi-iendly forces. Receiving the A:i.r Medal with "V'" .De­

vice for ·their actions were Ca:-ptain Oaniel J Petrosky, 2'/4-38-1004 

{General Order 12540); GW2 Gee., Loren W,  (General Order 

12379); and C~2 ~dward G 1~enner III,  (General Order 9723). 
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( F-lrst Lieutenant James .R Smith, , received: the Army' Com­

mendation Medal with 1'V" Device ( General Order 12.369) in the same 

action. 

Earlier ·the same day a oonvoy was a.inbushed on Route 547, and 

Captain Daniel J Petrosky, , earned the Air Medal with 

11V11 Device (General Order 12602) for hie valorous actions in pro­

tection of the convoy l'm.ile flying his aircraft low o:v-er enemy pos­

itions in order to mark them for the section of Af1A airar,u't arriv .. 

ing on station to relieve him. 

14 J\llle 1969, U Battery answered a call from iSB .tlerchesgaden 

'Which was engaged with an en8ll.lY' (;Tound force. The Gr'iff'ins ware 

credited with breaking the attack. 'J.'he next day in the early mo.rn­

in(~ hours, )1'SB Curx-a.hee was once again assaulted by an unk11o'Wll-sized 

ene111y force. During the attack the operations bunker. was hit br a 

60mm mortar shell, and the Noncommissioned Oi.'fioer in charge sus­

tained a severe head injury. Negleotint his wound S~aff Serr;eant 

Hobert R Kafton, , continued to coordinate AR.A. £ires 

unt1il he was oraared to be medically evacuated. Hert!;eant Kafton 

received the Bronze Stc1.r Medal with "V11 Device (Genezjal. Order lb.384) 

for his efforts in the suocessful defense of the fire base. Al.lA 

was credited with breaking the attack, firine 144 rockets. 

FSB Clurrahee came under a heavy I11ortar barrage Oil 17 June 1969. 

Despite mortar rounds falling all around them, the c:r.:-ews of the .A.RA 

sllips left the safety o:f the operations bunker and m~ed their air­

craft. All of the ships eftected suooessful take-offs, and once 
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( 
airborne, placed accurate rocket and machine-gun fire on the enemy 

mortar positions, silencing them. For their courace and determina­

tion under fire, the pilots and crewmembers were awarded t!1e fall­

owing medals: '.l.'he JJlatinguished Flying Jroaa to Major 'J!ldward J 

Miller, , (General urd.er 12359); the Dronze Star Hedal 

with 1tV 11 Device to l!:i.rst Lieutenant ~lilliam H 1Jampbell,  

(General. Order l,31.'(4); the 11.i.r lviedal with 11V" Device to Specialist 

Four Hal Stone., , (General Order 13227); and t,pecialiat 

]'our Jerry ~ Taylor.,  (General Order l.3224); and the 

Army Oommendation Ned.al With 11\1 11 Device to CW2 .l!;dw.in j) Billet, 

, GeneraJ. Order 13158), CW2 lo.chard ~v Freeman, , 

(General Order 12997), and CW'2 Thomas A Johnson.,  (Gen­

eral Order 129 39). 

Later that evening., the ammunition dump at Currahee was set off by 

a white phosphorus shell. 'l'he resulting i'ire and explosions spread 

to tba .Cuel dump. 1,100 rocket.a and 6,000 gallons of fuel were des­

troyed. Durine the holocaust., the pilots raced to their helicopters, 

started them, and flew them to safety, orbi ~ing above the fire base 

to .L1rovide cover ae;ainst a.ttaok. l!br ti1eir personal br,wery., the 

following medal.a were awarded; the ili.stingu.iohad Ii1y:Lng Gross to 

Oar,ta:l.n ,l)avid H Barkes;, , CW2 Glenn C l!"'arlller., ; 

OW2 James A Jennings., , WOl Kenneth M I1avran, , 

(General. Orders J.2h97, 12498 ,12360, 12496 res{lectively). 

The priori•ty of the Aerif.lJ. Rocket Artillery was found to be quite 

hir;h on "Charlie I s l.ist o.f ~areets as an a:litack was mounted aeainst 
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AHA helicoptei;s on O Battery's ''Hot Spottt at Camp .ll,'vana the night 

of 23 June 1969. ~he enemy fired fifteen to twenty rocket propelled 

grenades at tlie helicopters just as the~ were shutting down. Four 

casualties wa3:9. sustained., several helicopters were damaged and minor 

damage was. ~icted on a few hootches. 
' 

lUtA was c:redi tad with saving Phong .Oien on 16 July 1969 whei 

the J.)istrict Headquarters there· oame under a. sapper attack. Major 

gdward J i".lillar, , received tho uistin(-{Uiahed Flyinc 

Gross (Generol Order 12467) for his valorous aotiuna while serving 
' 

as Aircraft Comm~.:.ndar of an AH-lG helicopter. Also on 16 July 1969 

the Gritfina attained their 100th enemy kill since arriving in Vietnam. 

Later in July, one UH-10 became the target of an enemy .50 aaliber 

weapon. It received four hits., but r10 one on 'board was injured. 

During a combat assault in the A Shau Valley on 18 July 1969, 

the first two· troop ships into the L~. received intense grou11d fire., 

thereby disrupting ·~ha assault a:ud leaving a small group of soldiers 

stranded. 'l'h:e .lUl.A. ship~ supporting the assault e.ngacad the enemy at 

close ranee to provide close support for the stranded element. ~ven 

' after the aircraft had expended their ammunition they continued to 

employ diversionary tact.ice so the landi.ng zone would not be overrun. 

Awards to these cre~11embers for their precise flying ability and 

personal bravery were: 'l'he Silver Htar to CW2 'i"nomas P 1/J'orkman, 

 (General Order 11623); and the Distineuished 1'1:ying 

Cross to tJap'\:,ain :,Janiol J Petrosky,  OW2 Uot;er C Sadlsr, 

 t\01 Steven ll 1vood., , and Opecialis"l; :b'our 

Jerry t '.Caylor, , GenGral Orders 11623, 11925, 11609, 

11611 and 11617 respectively. 
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( On 25 July 1969, C~l2 !tichar<l. Yi ffreeman, , completed 

jungle jungle survival. school at ;;ubio Bay, Phillipinea. 

During a three day period in Au::;ust., ARA recoived credit for 

deatroyinl; thirty hoo·tches., seven bunkers., six sampans and one foot­

bridge. 

On lO August J.969., C Battery new sixty-one hours in support of 

3d Briaade operations. Ten landina zone preparations were fired 

and troops in contact were supported on six occasions. On one of 

these contact missions on hill 937, Dong Ap Bia, Captain James T 

.Barnett, J was auarded th.e dilvar St,ar (General Order 

197) for personal bravery whE:.m he hovered new a friendly unit in 

contact to mark their poai tion while his win€:,1llRl'l expended his ord­

nance on the enetoy. 

The second week in August was spent preparing for Operation 

Louisiana Lee ( lli. vision name was Hiohland Square). 

:tluriug Operation 1~Iont~omery H.ende7,Tous., ten aviators from 0 

Battery c:raduated .fran All .. lG Transition ~ch.ool at Vung Tau. Night 

and weather trainplg also continued for the pilots. 

In the battery area, the airoraft hanger was 00~"9leted., -which 

helped the maintenance personnel a great deal. 'l1he meas hall and 

dayroom were both improved and movies were shown five times weekly 

with the advent of a bet·ber film program. 

i)uring Opera-ti on J.11ontgomery Rendezvous the Griffins chalked up 

quite a record. The f'inaJ. tally shows 1,914 hours flown on 3.,965 

sort,ies. .Amr11unition exµenditures were 21, 24.5 2. 7!, 11 folding fin 
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aerial rocke·ts, 170,273 ro\Ulda of 7 .62mm Rnd 6,228 rounds of 40mm. 

'.L'he results of these expenili.turea were 53 enemy killed., .39 enemy 

probably killed by lu-?.A, l enemy wounded., 12 sampans dof>troyed, 11.3 

struoturea destroyed., 7 structures damaged, 1 mortar tlama~ed, l AK-

50 assault rirle oa.,.Jtured., l footbridge destroyed, l 122unn field 

~un destroyed, 1 true'~ destroyed a.ud 6 secondary e:x;plooions. 



( 01-'tH.li.'.f.CON LOUISIANA LEU: 

The operation dates from l> August 1969 to 28 -September 1969, 

an<l started ofi with the Griffins tiring the •~reps II on seven LZ' s. 

On 21 luigust 1969, t,he forward operations center wa.a established 

a,.t )lBD .Rendezvous on the .~st ridge of ·the .A Shau Valley. l_t"'acili t-

ies for ./l.1tA aircrni't were meager at Hendezvoua. .A smal 1 bunker for 

the forward operations section ~aa constructed .from used rocket box-

es on the landing pad ·which was outside the perimeter of the fire 

base. This meant aJ.l the equipment used there had to be moved ;Lnto 

the fire base itself every night. '.I.bare uere no provisions whatever 

for night, operatioris for AHA aircraft, so night support had to come 

from Cainp Ji'vans. 'l'he refuel pad at tl.endezvous was aJ.eo located poor­

ly in rela·&lon to t>revniline ·winds if loaded, armed aircr-:.ift were con­

sidered. 

Ahile Jill.I\. waa at,ill operatinB out of Uurraheo, a rocket attack 

was made on the fire base on 16 ll..u£~ust 1969. The pj_lots left the 

sa:1.'ety of the bunker while one orewchief pre0ared his helicopter 

for ilieht. JJoth atrcrui't launched as more l:"oclcets lnnded nea:r,by-

ao close ·bhat one a:i.rcra:t't flow tllrough shattered boards and d.ebris 

from the blast. unce airborne., the crewc.hief/guni"1.e1• aboa.rd the UH-

lC spotted a roolcet being launched. '.l!he section engaged the ta.r~et 

foroina the ener11y to flee., and halting the attack. Cited for heroism 

were the followine: Oapt13:in Uaniel J Petrosky., ; OW2 Neal 

P liuJ?l)er, 8; U~'12 J:l.:icl.1ard ,v .l!'reema.n, , WOl Stephen 

11 Scheidine,  and ,>peoiaJ.ist JPive 11.oger M Olsen., 

 who each received the Al"my- Commendation with 11V" Device (General 
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urclers 380, 524., 3'/8., 532, and 44.3 respectively) . 

. Uu.rin~ the extractioi-1 of a lon~ range reconnaissance patrol 

1·bst of Khe 8anh on 22 ll.ugust 1969., one oi' the tr<Jo-p ships i'or which 

an JULA sec•liion was providini•; cover., encountered en en~ine failure. 

The section reacted imi.~diately fir:i.ri.g rooketa into the intended 

lanili.n6 zone of the s·l;ricken airora:Ct, and flying low in increasing 

dnrkneaa and intense rain showers to cover it until the crew oould 

be extracted. 'l'he extraction completed., the section continued its 

11rl.ssion in the extre11iel.y h.a:6ardoua wev.t.her and returned only after 

the patrol had been recovered safely. Oited for valor were; Cap­

tain Dan:Lel J Petrosky.,  Cil1'2 Thomas P ;-Jorkman, 

 OW'2 Glenn C l!arm.er, , and WOl 8teven l:i' \.food, 

 who eaoh received the Air .t'iedal. wH,h nv 11 Device (General 

Orders 66, 30!,, 71 and 70 rt:3B;)ectively). 

On 23 August 1969 another long range reoonnaiasanoe patrol was 

extracted. il.s the t1•oop ship hovered above the dense jungle and 

lowered ropes to the patrol they aame under henvy f'ire. The AHA 
! 

ships reacted i.Im,1ediately firiug rocket::: 'With' altill and aocuracy 

in close proximity to t.l.10 patrol and hovering aircraft. The Air 

1•i0dal with "V 11 Oevioe was awarded to Uaptain James T Barnett,, 

; OW2 John ll t3orrella, , OW2 Billy R Hartbarger, 

, CW2 :Loren L1 Gee, , toJOl Stephen Il Jcheiding 

; and ~JOl Steven F wood,  (Genera:L Ord.era 

.300, ~73, 568, 567., 69, 14l~62 rest>ect-lvely). 

'i'he next daiY action centered in the A ,':>hau Valley for the Griffins 
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as they supported both .b'SB Ourrahee and :tPSB Berohesga.den. Several 

enemy w0re killed as tar. :ets were fired upon near Derchesgaden. 

Again early :in September, Berchesgaden called for the AHA. Five 

aircral't were utilized to complete the mission, with tho end result 

of several more ene1,i:y killed. '.!.troops in contact were supported sev­

eral days later and as the infantry swept the urea they- .found some 

bodies and a large hootch complex destroyed. 

11.ttem.r,ting to insert a long range reoonuaissance patrol North­

west of Khe ~, the unanned helicopters to which the Aft!\. section 

was providing support oame under intense fire. The insertion wa.s 

attempted three times with the Griffins displaying out,standing cour­

age -mu.le protectine; the uaarm.ed aircra.f't. 'l'he l>istinguished ltlying 

Urosa was awarded to \1aptain James T Barnett,  (General 

Order J.47'/8) and OW2 Loren W Gee, (General. Order 15.349). 

In mountainous terrain West of J!'Sl3 Vandergrift, despite night­

fall, poor weather and heavy enemy ground fire, an AH.A section pro­

vided very close support to a baaie~ed long range raconnaiaaanoe 

patrol so 0hat it could be extracted. 1•Jaking dangerously low fir­

ine J>aaaes to cover the lift ships, the AH-10 1 s were hit.;hl.y vulner­

able to enemy fire. °B'or their outstanding display oi' courage in 

the faoe of intense ground .fire, Ol•i2 tdwin 1l Billet, , 

received the Distinguished ~"'.lying ~ross {General Order 14776); and 

CW2 l:!illy R Hartbarger,  and vOl Ghurles J Racina, 

 both received the Air i!edaJ. with 11V11 .Dev:Lce {General Orders 

15009 and 299) • 
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During the 44 daya 0£ Operation Louisiana Lee, O Battery flew 

1,097 hou.ra on 2,2.ll. sorties firing 10,1.36 rockets, 130,110 rounds 

0£ 7.62mm and 9,663 40mnL grenades • .Reaulta were 33 enemy killed, 

20 structures destroy-ad., 2 pigs killed and 12 water bu.ffal.o killed. 

Captain Robert~ Smith, , asaumed the duties of Bat­

tery ii.:xeoutive Officer on 9 September 1969. ~ajor Thomas J Glenn 

departed the bat·t;ery to assume command of l> Company, 158th Assau1t 

Helicopter Bat·talion located at Camp wvans. 
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OP.l!!HA'.l'"lON NORTO.N li"'ALLS 

'l'hia operation was in effeot from 29 September 1969 to 8 Novein-

ber 1969. J.•lai Loe., a village and small airstrip ivost of 1luang '11ri 

was ~he focal point o:r Operation Norton li'aJ.ls. Here C Datbery es­

tablished their i'orward 0 1,~ra.tions base. Ammo peraonnel were brought 

forward as well as an operat,ions section. 11.s the operation got under­

way, t,he Uri£fina covered nine combat assaults. 

On 21 October 1969 an lJ:I-lG received one -,o oaJ.iher round in the 

main ro·l;or blade. No injuries were received and tho ship was flown 

• back to Uarap :b'vans • 

.Duri11e this operating period., the Griffins covered the i11ser­

tion and extraction of many troops. Much of their artillery fire 

was in su:,;>port of' iliiVN units. G Battery also trorked closely with 

the 2d /3quadron., l'lth iLi.r Cavalry., in operations alone; the Demil.i­

tarized ione. 

'.11he airfield at Mai Loe was the best forward area that C Battery 

had aeen since i ta arrival in-country. 'l'he POL area. was exoellent, 

until it -was relocated, and a control tower was even constructed for 

the Pathfinders. 'l'he pnrld..ne area waa adequate and the ramming 

also t)roved workable. fJ Battery1 s hard--w;orking mmno people were 

always on the pad ready to re-arm the incoming ships. Night opera-­

tions were pos8ible as li~hts were set up on the ' runway each night 

and a non-direc·tional. beacon was erected. The Gril'fins span t many 

nights at .1."lai Loe, though i'ew.misaions came down after dark. 

'l'rain:i.na i;or weather flying -waa increased during this period. 



,. I 

J. ~ 

Classes were held on all phases of instrument :f1ight and practical 

ex.t>erience in the form of hood flights., ground controlled approaches 

and automatic direction .finder approaches. Lista of frequencies for 

the various radar facil1.ties in the area. were provided to the pilots. 

All in all tha training was comprehansi ve and -proved very valuable 

on isolated oooasions. 

'Oemonatra tion classes 'to the inf'antry numeuver batt,alione were 

expanded to more thm'oughly aoquaint them with ARA so they could 

more fully utilize the potential o.t, their disposal. 

\\01 U·lieven li' ~lood., , completed jungle survlval aohool 

at Subic 1}ay, ihillil!ines and passed on aur-vivaJ. -in.forma_.tion to the 

pilots at informal discussions. 

,\mmunition exiJencli:liurea during this operation wre 8.,192 rookets., 

98.,1,0 rounds of 7.62mm. and 7.,5.LB rounds of 40mm grenades. A total 

of 7 ~ flying hour a was recorded on 1781 sorties. :3urveillance in­

olud.ad 14 enemy killed, 31 structures destroyed, 2 sam,,omi.s destroyed., 

l ferry destroyed, assorted aut,omatic weapons and small anus captured 

(including one 60mm mortar), l.lnd 3 secondary explosions. 

JJuring this operation there were tl-10 major chnn6es in the ch'ain 

of conrm.md. Najor Craig H Leyda., , assumed the posit'ion 

0£ l.lattery Uommander on 3 October 1969. da_ptain ~tobart t.i: ~th, , 

 departed the battery on 23 .November 1969 t.o assume com­

mand of Headquarters Battery., 101st A:.irborne Division Artillery at 

Camp &gle, and Uai1tain .Henry O Miller Jr, , became -the 

J!Jxecutive Officer on 24 November 1969. 
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( OPJJIB.ATION ltl~PUBLIC StilJAEU!! 

Inclusive dates on this operation were 9 ·NovE111ber 1969 to 6 

December 1969. O Battery 0011tinued it,s general supµort-rainforoing 

role -to the 3d Brigade. 1Ji.irint; the first portion of this operation 

the Gl"iffins worked out of' Mai Loo, but later returned to Oamp 1'vans 

with no forward operations bnse. 

Tlle early po.rt of November, C Battery supported the 1st Battalion, 

.5th Neohanized Infantry near the Demilitarized Zone. AH.\IN units were 

also supported in this same area and elsewhere in the area of opera­

tions. Geveral enemy f illed were credited to the Griffins in these 

actions. 

On '!:,he 1st of lJeoember an artillery raid was conducted and many 

hootohea and bunkers were destroyed. Two days la·ter the 200,000-t,h 

rocket was fired by .A.HA whilo a.ttaokinE; an NVA ~-ton truck. CW2 

~dwin J) Billet fired the rocket in the vicinity of Kha Sanp Valley. 

Instrument, £light training continued durin:, this operation. 

'l'wo aviators renewed Htandard Instrument •~m,J.i.t"loa tions and contin­

ued to prov.id.a instruction to other aviators in the mu·~. 

St121m1ary for Operation Hepublio Square shows th~ followint: totals: 

6.36 f'J.y-ln~ hours ware log1::,ed on l,.,3U6 sorties; 6,~..&.Y rockets., 86'J.,850 

rounds of 7 .62mm, and 8., 261 rounds oi' 40mm grenades were fired; Hesults 

were 7 enemy killed, 49 struotruotures destroyed, 9 structures damaged, 

2 water buff'alo killed, 2 elephants killed., l 5-ton truok destroyed and 

7 secondary ex~losiona recorded. 



( Ol'BR.ATICll lWtOOLPH <UNI 

!id.a .,..uon bepal. 19 ~ Jl69 ln4 ii pftNlltt,' in pn­

pr818• i'he ld.ok-ott elate i• so mu the be&t=n1 of the rww ,.._. 

that Ud.a opere:tdca 1d.ll be eoftl'Wcl ill the next annual a'QPpl•ent. 




