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As the year 1969 was drawing to a close several changes were taking
place which would greatly sffect the operations of the 10Llst __. _ation
Battalion (Assault Heilcopter)(iirmobile) during the coming wvear,

On 1 Necember, 1969 Alrha Comnany, 10lst Avn Bn was recesignated
as F Troop, 2/17th Cavalry and came under ths operational conir i of
the 2/17th Cave For the next four weeks Alpha Company went through a
gtremuious training program which sourht to educate their pllots and
aircraft commanders in cavalry tactles and provide them with a suit-
able background for the missions *:ey would recelve as a cavalry
troop. Additionally they were to ho piven Lipght Observation Heli-
copters and "Charley" model gunshirs,. On the 26th of Decenber F
Troop became oparatlonal as an air cavalry troop and by the 1lst of
Jamiary, 1970 were performing such missions as visual reconnalssance
with infantry platoons of T Troop, 2/17th Cav, supporiing ranger opoi-
atlons, downed aircraft recovery, and thce non-divisional mlssion of
sunportiing the 3re Force Reconnalssance Comoany, USMC,

Overstion Raendolph Glen, which had hegun on 6 Pecember, 1969,
was off to a slow start.dve 1o the ertremelv adverse weathor conditions
pragent during the latter montna of the Southwest Monssons., The
veather severelv Timited both the numher and effectiveness of missions
lovm primarily becavse of reduceld visahility. The weather situation
imnaired many visual reconnaissance missions so that th~r reconnalss~
ance of some arcas was at hest incomplete. The redvced visabllity,
howaver, snhanced the enemy!s ecanahlilitv to nerform sround recona of
friendlv positions and installations,

January let found Bravoe Comwany in direct supnport of the lst
Brigade, 101lst Airborne Division, Charley Commany was in direct
supnort of the 2nd Rrigade, 10lst Airborne Divieion, and Nelta Comprny
was in peneral support of the Division. Due to the weabther only 6770
sorties were flown by all three companys during the month of Jamary,
This nproved to be a blessing in disrulse, howsver, becmuse the batta-
lion at this bime was experiencirg a eritical personnel shortage and
could not afford a heavy operatinndl load, Additionally the rapid
turnover of kay officer norsornel. created difficulties becanse many
ropla ements had to be trainet whilo cxvoricenced aviators wore trang-
fered out of the battalion by hicher headquarters.

In mid=January F Troop cincwicnced its first disaster, Flying
on a classifiod mission wlth woumbera of the 3rd Force Reconnalssance
Company the lead ship Into a nincesle Landing Zone suddenly lost
nower, It was never determined 12 ti:ls was due to engine failure
or an enemy RP3 round. The ¢iiabled ship awto-rotated onbto the LZ
but fell short in such a mannay ihat 1t wound up tretering on the
edge of a cliff, Omne of the marines Jumpod ont of the ship and
m~"d a3 Injur " co-ni” i out " the slrcraft, Shortly thereafter
the ship fell backwards, burst into flames, and t1 1 rolled fivo
hundred £ ct down the 8ide of the mountain. While runships covered
the downad aircraft and the other sllcks Arommad off thalr pax into
the Taniine Zone, the emerpency siren at the Pideout hef shattared
the mid-morning calm and a half dozen crews raced to their ships to
attemnt a recovery of tha dovmed aircraft and its occupants, DNesplte



the rescue attomots of all concermed, however, the incident left
three crew members and throe marines deada The ship wus destroyed
where it had come to rost and the miseion itself had to be abortede
Ve pay tribute here to thal uwrnknown marire whose courage and quick
thinking saved the 1life of lst Licubtenant John Carlson,

The weather cleared up in Fotruary as the monsoons were druwing
to a closo, and as a result 15,000 sortios were flown in February
in sunpert of the 10%st Airborno Division (Airmobile). Suprnort
during this period wis also provided for Sneclal Forces Command and
Coutrol North misslons, ARVN forces in' I Corps, and to the 1lst Bril-
pade, 5th Mec ianized Division. in mid-February the battalion recel--
ved notice il--) Charley and Delta cammanies would be remuired {o move
from the oll Mar 36 area to North P Bai, This was to be nart of a
larper move which would eventually mut battalion headquarters in the
Marble Mountaln area od DeNang. Rwaor had it that Charley and Delta
companies would then be reassigned to anothar batbtalion and would,
of courie, remaln in Phu Bal to suoport Northern I Corps. Prepara-
tions werc made which includod a nvwber of "reconnassarca® trips to
Morth Phu Bai, Their future working (and living) areas had once
belonged to a Marine contingent what had become part of the de.~oscal-
ation of the war and had gone huvs. When the marines left they took
with them almoat sverything in olghts. Thus the move would also re-
quire a complete overhaul of the new arcas, Brildings had to be rein-
forced and, in some areas, rebuilt,

Seperate "construction" platoons were established in cach company
whose sole function was to rebuiid and repair. On i March Charley
Company bogan their move, The move itself was axdremely diffioult
becauss the heavy transportation equipment needed was not avallable
in sufficient quantity. Additionally, missions could not be can-
celied because of the move and so each company was required to ful-
£411 its operational obligatirns despilte the move and the confusion
and work it entalled, It is easy to envision the problems that this
would (and Aid) present to thoso individuals working in operations
and aireraft maintomanco. It is a credit to the maintenance personnel
in both comnanies that durine :rd after the move they were able to
maintain 889 availability «{ ai=c~aft, Delta Company begon their move
on 7 March and comnleted Lt on 8 ¥arch. Charley Company completed
their m~ve on 9 March,

While move yreparations wer2 hoing made tho bhattalion also rec-
cived notice that P Troop would be redesignated as Alpha Commany on
12 March and would once arain ce OPS'W to the batbtalion, This meant
another series of classed :rp <20 ¥ Teoop aviators and maintenance
personnel and anothur redivtsiuniion of aireraft, The Charley model
gunships and the LOH's were ireded for "H" model slicks and the
braining begpan, From 12 March 11 31 17 :h Alvha Comnany onerated
in a 1imited general support role while they trained their pilots
in airmobile operations, A nmumber of alrcraft commarders had to be
transferred from Bravo and Charley companies to Alpha Company to
make up for their deficient of aireraft commanders, and meny of the
Commancheroc nilots flew with the othor comnanies to receive on-the-
Job trainimg. On the lst of April the company was put in direet support



of lst Rrigade, Bravo Cormany, which hat beon onerating in direct
support of lat Brigade, beean omorsbing in menoral sumvort of tho
Division on 1 Anril 1970, Durdng Arril night flare missions became
a dallv re~viroment due to increased enemy activity in the Division
area of omerations,

On the nirht of 6 Aprdil ®ire Supmort Base Arsenal came under
heavv mortar fire and underwent a severe ground attack., The batta~
1lipn was calle” unon to run an emererncy night insertlon into the
firabase Lo rrovent the enemy from cverrunning it, Ten aircraft
were lannched promatvrely due to < Zwxwk of coor’ination beiween the
ailr mission commander and the pground commmmder, It was discovered,
after the aireraft were orbiting Cam~ Fagle, that the company com-
pander of the infantry company had not yet been brdefed on the sit-
uatlon or »lan of action, This resulied in severs conrestion of the
Camp Eggle traffic pattern and inereacsod the -wsslbility of a mid-air
collislon, As soon as the fround cormander had hoen briefed and the
ground clamonts were ready the shins made their pickup and carriod
elpmenta of the lst Brigade into the ™re Sunport Base to reinforce
the 1/%02 Infantry, 'The Hawks cscortod tho slicks to tho Firobase and
layed down protectiwe fire whils the ships touched dowm and dropped
of? their loads. The following /sy many encmy KIA's were dlscovered
ovbalde tho wire and some of the~> were almost certainly due to tho
Hewks,

" The hattalion was viglteé by the Annual Genersl Inspcction Team
oy 7 and B8 Avrll anC passed with flying colors. Preceding this ins—
pebtion (an! following it) all of the companies reccived the Command
Matnt~-nance Manarcment Inevection as welle. In addition to passing
all of its ins~cotlons tho perled of March-May was a hallmark for the
battalion as it sot a recor® for reenlistments, During tho three
month neriod the battalien had i Pirst Yerm RA or AUS reenlistmenis,
and in doing this the hattallon set the rocord for reenlistments for
an aviation unit,

On the 9th of April two Xiiggmen, WOl John Drow and VOl Robert
Kovolek, while returning from an insertion of a reconnalssance team
gouthwest of tho A Shav wu.ler, apotted a downed marine pillot waving
ia whito eloth, While procueiiaz to the recovery sone WOl Drew and
WOl Xovolak came under heavy artou.tie weanons flre. Nevertheless
they manared to oickup the dowaed piiot and for thelr efFPorts receiwed
DFClg and tharks from ono veiwy hopuy werine »ilot,

On 5 May 1970 an incident ~oserrad which proved 4o be the greatest
disagter of the yoar for the 1lisf Aviaiion Battalion. The Comman-
cheros, who were flying in dive~t sapporh of lst Brigade, were tasked
to nrovide a flare ship for » uinctloo red alert on one of the fire-

ases, As the shin was clrcling the firecbase, and the flare man was
pping flares, ona of the flarcs ignited inside the ship, The flare
an triocd wnsucoossfully to kigk the flare out and saveral mero Plapes
mght fire, The situation degenerated rapldly and soon the shilp
tself was on fire, When the ailreraft commmder attempted to avto-
rotats a mid-air collisicon occurred when the Huey fell on ton of an
4 gunghip that was glsc goverdng the practige ned alert, Both shipg
lunged tc the rround and were destroyed, As a result of this ine
cldent seven Army aviators lost their lives, Tive were Commancheros,







The patrol ctlled for tho roaction force which arrivod ~t < point whon the
ambush patrol wis dmoet out of ~rrunition nnd had lost rndio contach with
Soctor Dafense, A sWeop wis: mado undor illurdnation and tw- de-d VO wero found
15 woll a8 2 AK 4T's, onc RPG louncher, and a ruesls~ck full of food, clothing
and othor supplics. It wms tho ncst succoessful wnbush of the ve~r for Base

Defonse and giwo the battalion the First onamy casuvltios fup to ground combst
actions,

}isgions c¢hanged ~gnhin on 13 July as 4 Company beeme génsral wupport
%o tho division and ¢ Company boe~mo th-. dircet support company Tor tho 2nd
Ble. Tho rcy! ~etion on tho Goneral ~ipyort was, of coursdo, tho GONW rmisgions.
Thedo missions oflen iuvoived flving tais classifiod arecns to Arop in Speci-l
Torecs Temd. Muile ofbon the te-m wourd make conbact upon landing i the L7
or shortlv thoru c«ftor, and o-orgnncy oxtraction would bc nnccrssary in ordor
to save the towi, Tho fact that thoe onony usel a L-rgonu-bor »f mii-~ireraft
wo~pons in th o aroas made CCN that rmuech more dnngorous, Turing tho poriod
that the Comrunchoros wore flying CON, thoy had twe aviitors killod, two wound-
od, four ships damaged and ono ship totally dostroyeds 4%ll of this w~a dono
by hostile fire in tho ronoto mountains "and jungle 6000 miles frer~ home,

On the 20th of July tho Cormancreros had onc ©f thesc CCN miss ions,
Aftor picking up the Special Forenrn ‘ON Troops tho ship hosded weste Tho
dzatinntion wws n classified aren an.. the mis-ion was to drop of GCN troops
and then roturn home, Tho load ship Jimndod wnd dropped of its load and ns
it was loaving tho LZ the ship tool howvy fire. Whilo attampting to g-rin
altitude the enginc wa hit by automatic weanons firo nnd tho siio caught
on fire, Wilh the loss of ongino powor tho alrcer~ft enm-ndor nttamtaed to
autorotate but had no vhero to go, The ship landed on some’ treew ani crashed.
Tveronc on the ship had to evacute it~the shlp now enmulfed in flqres- btub
the co pilet did not move, Bither ded or unconscious hz ws mulledl out of
the ship b the nircraft commander. A following chip, piloted by W01 I'arc
Goodell, hovered over the survivérs ind threw out ladders and raquire rigs,
Despite the intense incowming firs, tho rescue ship rorainod whorp it was
whilc everv-no balow strappcd thm;;elvo n to tha rosc'e 1-d4ors, The co-pilot
wia str-npel inte - meguire vhich nnd eanght {irc and finally sn-ppod.. 4s &
rosult tho on~pilnt foll to ihe ground and wrs killed, The ship 1tsolf was
tot-11y Acstrayol and tho missicr 2borted, ut ~11 other porsonnel waro resued,
A8 a rosult of his courapmonus rcecuc w5topt tho mirer+Tt comrandor of tho
roscue shi~p rocoeived the silvor str.

Throe Aqwa latur an oction was to takeo »nlacoe which woul? roasult in the
Prttalion being sulmittod for the Tresidsnti 1 nit nit-tion. In tho wouks
following the -~ction wiators of the battalinn recolved 55 Distinguishad
Tlying Crossoes and 24 air mednls with V uerime for valor, Tho action war the
egrtraction of A-crierm troops anil supplies frorm Pire Support Base Ripeord.

The oneny h+1 boon putting hovwy prossure on the fira bage sines tha boeginning
of June., By the middlo of July the firebasc wis surrounded and tq7 " 1g snall
arma ond muboratic Firo; 360 ingree :  illery and rortar £iro hi® fairobwso
Ripeori Aally. It beeoa nbvloua that thae losses heing sust~inod by US Forccs
on "ipcord wis unacecant-hlo., 4n ap -rat on was planned; thorefora 0 otract
all forces on the f-ra buge, The target date was 23 Julv 1970. On tho morn-
ing of th 23ri1 the hips from 211 throee 1ift comonnics and twm 1light firo
tows from D Company 11f€4.d off tho'r vardrus pois and 1loft for Ripenrd, Upon
roaching the firebnsc tho oncountoered hoavy srmill ~mas firs . Shins golng into
the firobisc cncountorol 51 ealibre rachine gin pogsitions fror 3 sidog <nd
nort r fire from severnl WUfferont Airoctions,

5



L

-

As soon 18 the u'traction b man the onomy startel Aropping motar ounis
on the five basc with mortars Ilropping 4ints tho LZ and nutor~tice firo
coning from throe Hroctions " : batbtalinn bogan its approwch inte the
L%. Froequently, gunships hal to pcsition thoms:lves betw cn’ 1ift air-
eralt and cnamy nnsitions in ordor tr deliver ncutr-liging fire vhich -
reducol the hazards oncountorod by the 1ift aireraft arriving and de~
parting the firebrso,

4 story was told by an infontryman after the o traction v corletod
ibout n huoythat was on finnl appronch. vhon thoe ship wns abrut 25 moters
off the ground A mortar rounl evploia?. at the point vhor~ the dhip wns nbout
te land 4 Tho cvplosion rockod the aireeafdt and shronnol tora apart the
ploviglass on tho frant of the helicopter tut tho pilot c¢-lmly gnt tho ship
unior econtrol ond touched down n top of thoe erator whils the infantrmen
elimbed on bowrd, Tho ship hnal 1 di-mond poaintol on its sido ~ni this story
typifiod the heroic actions porfor-el by aviators of this bati~lion ‘uring
“he ortractinn of the fircbase, When the misslon w-s comnletcd net ono ship
had becn ot anl the brtialion had none of the ~wi~toms kille® or wounded,
On 30 July, the battnlion h-~4 onc C&C, 44 slicks, and tw 1light firo te-~ms
involvel in n CA into the eistern odgo of the Ashu Vnlloy, Tho amplryment
of amcke anl CS aircraft; and a hoewvy concentration of TAM ‘lr, artellery.
anl gunships assurad the success of ha CAs

In Agust oporations contimied as usul cveopt that it wis timo 4~ begin
thinking of the appro~ching mongoons, In properatinns, the oompanics bagan to
cemont the sandbag omplacomonts 1 -oun! tho bunkers, eonstruct wnoden shuttors,
ani, in goneral, wntorproof tuildings in preporatinns for the heavy rains,

On Soptember 6th, oparation T:»18 star onded and oporation Jofforson
@Glen bogan, The oporation shich strol out most iuming the enrl rhasc of
Jofferson Glon was the evtract:on of firsbrac Veghol, vhip, nni Tonnessoce.
‘long with thses, nnc battalinn nf Aroricing and ono battalion of +WN's yaore
axtractel, The two battrlions hn1 boon placed noar the soutly ond of the ishnu
Valloy and the fire bises had boon nzepled to support thame The biggest prob-
lon oncountered during this timg was the deteriorating we2thor, The insertion
wont 8 plannod but tho avtrascion hai t~ be clled off boewso of low coilings
and roin, 4 C-1320 ‘rovped rosupp.ies in an attenpt to tiis the troops over
until the battalion could e~tract than, The Monsoons wore well on tholr way
and tho dvision wne starting to f£all back into its wintor fighting position
thus making tho activo area of oporations much syp-llor. m™uring Ootobor th.:
rein contimed end sevoral tyrhoons hit the South China Son. At one part-
1cular tino a gpohoon gt so closc to tho coast that ~8 n precevtionary moan-
aurdy thy Kingsnan Tlew overy fiyable aireraft to mang Tri to wait out the storr,
¥issions ch 'ngel on the 10th of Uotnbur as A Company boewme D.S. to 2n1 Bde
and G Company beeums GS to the UWwvision,

The months of Noveaber and December provel to ~ 3iq = .ronths in rodl-tion
to provious activities, 111 com -nics e~nMmuc?i th~ir primapr wissions with
ynwavoring Aetormination in spitc of inclemont we-ther,

It is our gpreifie wish t- > pross gratitude for our follow man +h~ somved
side by sido with onn -mothor and 4ied. Thoir valor; their g-llantry; thoir
irplacablo fortitude te conthmuo in snite of scoringly insurmountabls odis
sats a presilence thnt leaves us humblo in appreciation,
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