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As the yaar 1969 was 0rawing to a oloafl sAveral cha~·ps werA taking 
place which would grP.~tly ~rrect the operations of the 101st Aviation 
1'1attalion (Asaaul'!.; He'.l.icopter) (Jd.rmohUe) during the coming ~rear. 

On 1 December, 1969 A.1nha Company., 101st Avn '8n was rec~es:1gna.ted 
as F Troop, 2/l?th Cavalry an~ ca'lle under th13 operational oonh1 l of 
the 2/l 7th Cav. For the next f 0ur week a Alpha Company went through a. 
strenuous traini~ pro(lram which soupht to educate their pilots and 
aircraft comT11tlnd.era in cavalry t.nc-tlna an.a provid.e them with a suit­
able background for trrn missionn ·~!:cy would receive as a cavalry 
troop. Addi ti.onallJ, thAJr wero to hu pi ven Lir,:ht Observation Hel1-
coptElrs and "Charloy0 mod.el gunshipa.,.. On the 26th of December F 
Troop became oTJer:ttionol as an air cavnlry troop roid by the 1st of 
J:muary, 1970 were pP.rfoming snob missions 1\S viElllal rRconnaissanoe 
with infan:try plntoons of J1 ~.1r.oop, 2/l7th Cav., aupPOcl.ing rru,g~r,opot­
ations, downed rd.rcraf't recovery, nncl tnc non--cl.iv:lsional mission of 
sunl)o1.1+,ing the 3~ Foroo lleoonn m sa ance ComoA.ny, TT SMC .. 

OoPra.tion Randolph G'le.n. which ha.cl br-?,ro.n on 6 J'lecembm•, 1969, 
was of r to a a low st~I; ,due to the e:r.tr<"'l!lel,,r a.aver so we A.th or cone'! i tions 
prr.,aent diu1.nri the latter mont'nr-.i of the Southwest Monseons. The 
weather aeverAlv 1:.1.mitr--~ both thP numhor f17\d eff.'ec·tivenese or missions 
flown primari]y b-~cRUso of redu('e:l visahi11ty. The weather situation 
imnair0d many visual roconnaissance missions so that th'1 r'=¼conna'lss­
anoe of :'lome ar<'M was at hnst incol'lp1ete. The -reduced visahility, 
ho'tt.1Tiv0r., Anhancfld tho enemy's caT)ahilit,r to T'lerfonn P"round recona of 
friendl:v positions and installatfons. 

J,muary 'lElt found Rravo Com"Oa.n,v in direct supr,ort or tho lat 
'Rrip.atle, 101st Airborne Division. Chll.rley ComTJ3l'lY was in direct 
aupnort of tho 2nd RriR!ldo, 101st Airborr10 '0::1.vieion., and nelta. Compn.ny 
was in p-C!nornl su·oport of tho Division. Due to tho weather only 6770 
eorticrn were flown by all three companys during thl'l month of J am1ary. 
This proved to b8 a blossing in disr.uise, however, becllll.se the bntta­
lfon at this t:lme wn.s expr.rir.ncl-::-g a critical 'personnel shortnge and. 
could not t-tff'ord n hP:,i.vy operati.<rn11 land. Additionally the ro.pid 
turnovGr of ka~r officer 't)ClrGor.:.1r:d. croatod c'!ifficulties becr:tUae many 
ropla: r.1ments hoo to ho tr:i.::11~· t ·;d::i.lo C'!X')Oric:nced avintore wore trans­
fered out of the battalion b~ .. 'hid; .:>r hEJr-0qniwtcrs. 

In mid..Jmua.ry F Troop c:.:-:.,10:r.·.i...0;:ced its first disnstor. Flying 
on n clnssificd mission w·l th :tr•i:ir~hcr-s c,:f. the 3:rcl Force ReconnaissMCe 
Company the lead shi-p into a -::ini·i:i.~ln Lnncling Zone suddenly lost 
nol,rer0 It was nevor d.ctm:•m1.11e1i i.f' th.to wa.a due to E'ngine failure 
or nn onemy RPI'} round. The c-L 1.: . .ub1ed shi'p auto--rotat0d onto tho LZ 
but foll short in mlCh n me.ur1•:n· Um. r, it wound up tr.etr--ring on thC"! 
edRe of .q, cliff• One of th~ m-i'l..!':l.nns ju'Mpo<.3 o,'l.-t of thf'l ship ®d 
mlled the injurnd co-nilot out of the r:iircrnf't. Shortly thereafter 
tho ship ff)ll h~kwarcs., burRt into flnm0s, '1.!'\cl then ro:U£1d five 
hundred f. lot down thr. •aid.a of tho mountnin. ·w1rlle pUnuhips covered 
the ~ownfid. aircraft nw the other slicks rlrov,pmJ of£ thnir pax into 
tho J,A.nrH.T1f? '7.one, the eJl!O!'f"flncy s1.ren ~t the 'Hideout h2r' shntt ,~:red 
the mid-.mornini;,: calm and a half aozen crf!Ws rac0d to their Rhi'ps to 
n+,tf!mnt a reoov"ry of th,:) downod a1.rcra.ft and its oncupante. Despite 



the resi:mo att0mots of all co11co,.'!'led 11 hO",,,rovor, the inr.ident left 
three orew members ar1d throe mnri nes dead" Tho ship was destroyed 
whero it had come to rest a:i:Kl 'tho mission itself' hnd to be abort,edo 
We pay tribute hore to that unknown mnrir..0 whose courage and quick 
thinldng saved the life of ls·t Lieutenant John Carlson. 

The wenther cle!ll'ed up in 'F'obruary as the monsoons were or~ng 
to a close, and RS a result 15s- OOO sorties were flown in Febi'Uary 
in flUnp()ri; of the 10:lst Ai~bor:~.::i D:tviaion (Airmob:tle) o Supnort 
during J.:.lrts period w:r.s also pro,;·~dod for Special Fo:rcAs Commarrl and 
Cont,1•01 Noi•th mi ssions_p AlnTN fo:r--c; ::; in ' I Corps, ana to the lat Bri­
Rade, 5th Ml'-:!c:~i:..~lized Diviaiono '.i.n mid-February the battalion recei ... • 
v-ea notice i,li-•. !; Cho:-ley ~d Delta ccmTJnnies woulcl bP. rermirod to move 
from the old J✓,c:'.l1~ 36 ~ea to North Phu Bai. This was to b0 nart o.f n 
larP-cr mo,ro which would eventually nut battnlion headquarters in the 
Marble M01.:.nt:ti.n area ad naNa.nge Rwnor had it that Charley nna Delta. 
companies v.oulcl thP.n be reassigned to nnothdr bat"l:,nlion and would., 
of co-.r.:-.m ;i remain in Phu Bo:1. to aunport Northern I Corps ci Prepara­
tions were made which inolucfod o. number of' llreconna.assr.-:-·a" tripe to 
No1•th P1m Baio The'ir i'uture worki ng (and living) areas had onoe 
belonged to a Marine oontinger:G -~,hat hn.c become part of the de..osoal­
n.tion of the war ancl had gone hc,r•ie n When the marines loft they took 
with them al.moat everythi~ in :,:'. e!ht. Thus the ioove would also re­
quire a complete overhm.zl of the Z'ltlW nreaso Bi> ildings had to be rcin­
f'orcod and., in acme aren.s1 rebuilt. 

Separate "oonetruction11 platoons wero ostublish~ in each company 
whose sole £unction was to rebu:i.'.td and repair. On 4 March Charley 
Company bog an their move o Tho move itself was aTiremely dil'fioult 
becruse the heavy transportation oquipment neenod was not available 
in sufficient quantity. Additionally_p missions could not be can­
celled bocm.ise of' the move t-tnd so ench company was required to ful.­
fill its operational obliga:t:irns despite the m0Ve and the confusion 
nnd work it entailed 0 It is easy to enviai·:m the prohlame that this 
would (and did) presAnt to t,bn-:;o i nrividuru.s working in o-pornM.ons 
an<l aircraft maintr1nru1co" It i s a crAdi t to tho mnint~nance personnel 
in both comnanies that <l·,.n··inP' :,ir: ,, after the move they wc,,.re nble to 
maintain BA% nvailnbi11.t;.r ,·f i'\i!"G~"oft. 'Delta. C0mpany be(:tnn their move 
on 7 March and oomnleted i·~ on 8 1•73,roh. Charley C!oi;many comr,letecl. 
their m~ve on 9 Marcho 

While movP. l'lrepnra·i:.1.ona wE'!re hoin~ m,t\C1e th'l batt,nlion also rec­
eived notice that F Troop WO\: ~J ·oa l"~ o~ signrited ae Alpha Company on 
12 March a.nc1 would once 8f!,,tn :.:e OP0:n~ ·t;o the batta.11.on. This meant 
another seri~a of clnssea :;-·,~: ... ~.:--..o 11' '£:eoop a.via.tore an:l maintenance 
personnel and anothJr rediu·c.;.•.: ur~:d.on of aircraft. The Charley moo.el 
gunships and the LOHre were 't!'c.•:..1cc'I. for 11 H11 moclel slicks and the 
training beplll19 From 12 March till 31 Mn.rah Al-r,h,tt Comnany o;)erat0d 
in a limited gonernl support role while they trainee their pilots 
in ni:rmobile o-perations Q A number nf aircraft cormnarnera h/'\.Q to be 
transferred from Bravo nnd Charley companies to Alpha Comoany to 
malro up :fr,,r their 0cficient of aircraft commanders., nnd many of tho 
Commanchero nil<its flew with the oth.)r comna.rrl.es to receive on-the-
job traini~~ On the lat 0£ April the company was put in direct support 
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of · lat Rrig~.e. Bravo fl0'nJ"lany,9 -which har boon oneratirl{:; in cj rect 
aupport of lat Brigaa.o, b0p•:i,n on0r!"lti~ in r-:0noral eun-.)ort of tho 
Diviainn on l A'1ril 19'?0. Du·Mx.r.; l\.nril n:l.~ht f.lare mii3siona became 
a o.ailv re"'u.iroment clue t,o inc.,.!"'A.srr en0my activ'lty in the Divis fon 
area of onerations. 

On tho n1.!"ht o:f 6 April 'l<'i.ro ~upnort RP.Se .Arsenal orore und.er 
heavv mortnr fire anr unc0rwont a severe ~round at·back. The ba.tta­
lipn w.q,s cnllflr unon to run an r>r,:n:ri:1rnc~r night inee1-tion into the 
f'i!r:••,hase to nro"trent the enemy f ·to;:1 c,·1~rnmnir1R ito Tan aircraft 
werP- lt.nlnohed prema:t;.;rely due to •• :~ 'J.C;k of cooJ."i''ination bP-tween the 
a1+' mission coTltllande,:- and tho P,T'C",.i:.d commnnder,a It wns d1 scovered, 
nfter the ai..-craft wore orbiting Cam"' Ragle,, thg~ the company oom­
x,apde1, of.' the illf llllt.ry company had not, yet boen bri0fod on the .sit ... 
uation or :1lm of aotion. This r0sul'c,ed in sovere cotWestion of' the 
Catnp Eagle t,ra.ff'io pntt0m A.nd increa.sorJ tho 'IOSBibility "f a mid-air 
coµ1.s:t..on" As soon as the prcnmd coT'!".,nnder had boon briefed nnr. the 
r,r~nc <·Jamonts wero ready the shi">s mailc their pickup nn<l carried 
o~m0nta nf the 1st 'Brlrtade into tr.0 Ti'ire SuT)port BM0 to reinforce 
thf3 l/~02 :Cnfnntry-. The Hawks escorted th-J slicks to tho "Firobaao nnd 
l83"6d c1own prcr!;ootiue :riro while the ships toucheci down and cropped 
oft thoir lnt.insa The follc;wing ,: '-3.y many cmcmy KIA'a woro <iiacovored 
o"tsid0 tho w.lr-0 nnc sorre of the;-,:i W<'J."0 :1.lmost cortninly duo t-o tho 
H8l'lkB., 

• The ho.ttnJ..irm wns visi tee by tho Annual GenerR.1. Insrwction Te.'.3lll 
on1 7 encl 8 A1)rll nnc'. raas0a with flying colors. P::receding this ine­
pnbtion (anrl followin@: it) nll of the companies reccivecl the ConmAnc\ 
Mntlnt,...nanoo !'fnnnr.cmont Inapeoti.on as well. In t0dition to passing 
nltl of its ina""'C0tions the 110r1Nl. of ~ arch-May wa.s a hs.11mlll"k for the 
battalion as it sot a recorc1 for roonlistmontsq Durin~ tho three 
month '1")€)riod tho 'hattali0n had 1J,1. firat tor111 RA or AUS reenlietm,mts, 
am in doing this tho hattnlion set the rooord for reenliatmonts tor 
an aviation unit. 

On the 9th nf A'pril two ~:-1.i!t;er.man, WOl John Drow and WOl Roher\; 
~ovola.k,. while retu:rnim f:ro'll1 a.:i macrtion 0-r ~ reconnaieaanon teron 
:southwest of tho A Shau ,1~t- ~!.e~1> spo·btecl n downed marine pilot waving 
1n whito oloth. While nroc..;0,1.: .• w, t .0 the rocavery aone WOl Draw nnd 
WOl Kovolalc orone undor heavy n·ai·-n·:, .. .-:.-io wen-;-,0na firo e Nevertheletia 
,they manaP,ed to -:Jiclrup the dm,mol:, pf; o-\.; 11.nd for their ef rorte recei ,rod 
PFC' s o:i.nd thnnks from nuo ve:·:v r .. Dp1J.y r.;n•·l.~Q ,,ilot. 
• On ; May 1970 on incil1ent ·:- l~CW"r: Hl whiuh proved to bo tho g?'0atost 
'd1SA.ster of'· the year fnr the :u:.:.:.si., A1,--:L;d,ion Rnttalion. The Comman­
~horos, who were :l'lyir.g 1.n cl·i ".'erst, s-..1µport or lat Br:i.~ade., wr•rf'l ta.eked 
rbo 11.rov;tde a flare ship for ., ~;j•-,,~t:tc,o rec1 alert on one of the !ire­

aso s. As the shin was circling 'the fireba.so, and the flE\r0 mnn was 
pping flnros, one of the narcs ignited inside tho shi-r. The flare 

an tried u.naucoo s sfu;tly to kip~ tho nnr0 ou.t ~n sav~ro.l m"ro f'l~as 
IJllght firGo The situation degen~rated rnpidly and soon tho shiP' 
tself was on fire. When the aircraft colllTlander attempted to auiio­
tat:~ a mid-a.1.r collision occurred when the Huey fell on trm of an 

14,RA. gun~hir> tlla.~ wns taso ooverl,ng the pract1.qe red a:t.erl. Beith sl'liP/S 
\plunged to the r:r<m.nd and we:ro destroyed. Ae a result of tllis !n.., 
cident seven Jrrrrzy- avia.tora lost their 11 vea. Fi v0 were Commancheros • 



On 12 :May 1970, five Comma.nchero aircraft were used to , insP.rt Com~t 
Engineers into the jungle around hi11 882 near FSB Shock, to out out a 
desperately needed land1.~1g zone, The unit on the ground b':l.d made heavy 
contact w:1 th the oneN;v' a."'l.d the ship3 h~d to brave he-9.V'V Stl!.e'J.1 arms fire 
to drop their loo.,lae D1..tring the a·i,liC!llpt one Rhip took 23 hi tff, several 
of them in the fu0l colla, and. tho co-pilot, 0::i.ptedn lU.ch~rd Grlffin, 
received a ori ti cal he:~d injury, With the ship losing fuol t"apid:::· tho 
aircraft ooilllTl.~der rose umost uncon-t,rollahly out of tho LZ SlDd left tho 
areao Knowing -~hat tho fuol supply was dotariora.ting r •pidly tho A.C flow 
to a.n old firo bf\se and a.utorot~ted. i!•~o it. fl.nether Oomml"l.ncharo ship, 
flown by aw:2 B.C. Wil.sh acted ~s .,. )1~•.- 1.:.·.-ac ship and took. Griffin and the 
crow chief, SP4 l''3Ul Sesrow lolho hn.cl ·c,:,,'-:E ahot in tho leg, to tho hospi t1l., 
The following d.ccy- 1....'1.o pilot Jll:t-s-cov:er18~l -l~·1t ho . . u ·s0··h,:1:i"boL~• Jih('l-r, in the leg. 

rri.y 1L~th m(\rkod tho departure of' LTC Thoma.s 'R. l'o<'\dows 'lS 11. chf).nge­
of-comm.,_nd coramony hold that mo1·ning g,!ve reins· ,t'c, :LTO Wi.111 'll" ir. Pe'l~ oy 
Tli th :1. ch'lngo in corom<mdors cOJno a clnngo in missions ~s th • CoJT1lYla.llchoros 
bocnroo t:tc> iliroct support for tho 2nd Bdn,, ~ the Kinge:mo.n bocrono diroot 
support fo:,." tho 1at. The Widows asstun0d 'l gonor'll support role for tho div:1-·11· 
sion 9.n:l the H'lwks were, ~a slw,.,,.v1;1, pr•o'liding gunships in gonornl support of 
tho division. The rost of tho 11101.1~~h of May proved to be f airl:r a.ctivo for 
tho batt~ion. At this tilllo the 2/::,12 Infnntry B'1.ttn...lion '-M.S in contact al-

J11oet on :\. ·hily b1ai~nroi.i.n•l hills.· 8~::.: 'Uld 714. An OPO'I':1.tion vm.s schodulod 
'l.iO ropl'"lCEl. the 2/502 with tho 2/32'7 Inf'lntry bit was 011ncollod in O't"do-r to 
cr.ecut0 o.n, emergoncy a>'tl'nction misr.icm of FSB ire$ol. The b.1ttalion c':l.rried 
tho bnttl. to th0 en0!!'y wost of tho Song lb rivor tow'1.rd tho ond of }{'l.:V by 
co:mb~t ~sn~ulting tho 2/502 Inrqntry, 1/501 Inf, 1/327 Inf, 1/506 Inf, ~nd 
54th 4~-.VN "loglroonts into onomy strongholds on 11. d3ily b'l.sis. 

Tho month or }-'"IY ondod with som(j !1.Stounding stt'\tistics. l)uring tho month 
tho batt'3.lion f".l ow n totq,]. of 669.3 hours '-1.nd ha.d cr.i.rriod 21,169 troops on 
vri.rioua mias;!.cns,., The 'flawlrn- sot·. their. high•.,p,q_'t"'~- r,f th';;) y~•~ ~th, 1093i5 • 
1'.w;,u$U'Jol'fll~by 00lxr~ gunships. 

Tho I'lonth of Jul:'! W'.R to hocol"lo tho most memor"?:.blo month of thfl yw,r. 
Heo.dqu11rtot'"o comp-my h-id bee~ ;•oq:.ur,·,<i by C.,mp E'lff].a B-i.so 'EJ0fonso to Ellond 
out em.bushes aov0r11.l tiTIJGS a woe,\ Rinco 'l11fq_rch. On tho 9th of July 9.Il oight 
m11n !Ullb.t.sh 10ft the perimotor ·::SC.0 hot !:r>s and movorJ. to 'l. position ~bout &JO 
Motors outside C~p E'l.glo nnd nc9.:r ·.-;llO -.~ill'.3.ga of Gif;l Lo~ ~VN. \t 2245 hours 
fl aqu"ld of 1Tiot Cong Gu0rillas v,",' l.'cnd mrt. th .; village on tho tr~l hoing 
::unbushod. The p'.l.trol lendor init,.~•~t,od ·tho 1.nbush hy doton:i.ting his cl1,y­
r,oro mJ nos 1.nd a. 45 minuto fi 1'.'o f1 :;ht followodo 
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Tho p·1.trol c'1.llcd for tho ro:1.ction forca which '1rrivod ".t 1. point won thGJ 

,r~bush 1>1.trol w-1.s "11.Boet out or "'..T'f'i1Unition iJ.nd h•1.d lost r11.dio cont'l.ct with 
Sector 1)of0nao.A aveor w-1$· I'l 'Ldo undor illun:fn:i.t:Jon ·m1 tw-· do1d VO woro found 
-,,~ well fl.B 2 A.IC• 47t s, one l:ij)G l'lunc:;,11or, and u rual'l3".ck i'ul'.,;_ of food, clotb.ing 
,1nd other supplins. It W'-1.B tho n.:::r-,t succosf'!ful ·v1bu&h of the yo"r for Br.i,se 
Defense r..nd gwo the b~.tt'llion th() f:i.rat on01'!).r 01.su'l..ltios "luc to grounn co'Jllb".t 
a.ctiona o 

]-fissions (hqngcd ~g'1in on 1.3 July as I\. CoJ'llpuny bcc".JTl 1.1 ec.:n:·,,._.c,_l <rU.pport 
to tho division ·in1 C CoJ'llp'lny boc"l:..:l th- . direct support co'Mp,.n~r for tho 2nd 
B'lQ. Tho ro·--J ".t:t1.on on ·tho GODOr'l.l. "=ir;;yort was, of' cout'so, tho OON :rd.s siom,­
ThGao J11issions ot''ticn inv·olvod fl~··ing .:..1 ~~ c.1.assifiod ~.ro11.s to 1rop in ~poci'!ll 
:'orccs Te9?'1S. r.'lll:U,n oft,on tho tfl••"'J -worud lTl.'lko cont1.ct upon la.nrling i"' the L'7. 
or shortl~r thoro £.:t'tor, and 0°·orgnncy O'/.trnction would be nnccnss'lry in order 
to s1.vo tho k,•'!l'l. Tho fact thr.1.t tho onony usC:d ~ 1-:t:'gonu"ber- YJf ;,_.i'lti-'1.ircr'lft 
wo-.pons in th iso l\l'O'l.S I'l..':\.d.o CON -\,.h!).t r,1uech MDro 1.-,ngorouso 1)uring tho po-riod 
thRt tho Co1'11'1·~choros woro flying CON, thoy h"l..d tw0 '\Vi 1.tors ldllod, t\lO wound­
o1, four shipR d1n1.gcd 'l.nd ono :=ih:i.p totolly do~troyGd. \11 of this w...,s dona 
by hostiJ.::i fir0 in tbo ronoto r:'lOunt-:ct.m 'a.nri junglo 6ooo !'lilos fror- horw. 

On the 20th of July tho Con"'i.n<.:hn•os h1.d C>n~. P~ these CCN rn.ss ions. 
Aftor pickine up the Special ~rco~ ·cN Troops tho ship hcn.1od wost. Tho 
d-Jstin"'..tion w1.s 1. cl"l.ssified ~01. 1.1~ . • the mis --ion w:1.s to drop of OON troops 
•.ud then roturn hono. Tho lo-..d ship 1~t.ndoi 1.lld droppori of its 101.d 'lnd. ~s 
it WAJ> loJJving tho LZ tho sh:lp too 1- ho1vy firo. ~ilo "3.tt(O'l\ptin~ to g,,,in 
a.ltiturlo t.ho engine w--s hit by '\.Uto'l!l..,.tic W(;'1.TJ<"ns firo ~nil. tho sl}.i"O C":.ught 
on fire, \4'1;11b the loss of ongino pown1" tho ·1ir.cr.-.,ft cn~.,_ .... _...,n-inr nttarw,tnd to 
'1utorot'ltu but h'ld. no vitwro to go. The ship lnnded. on soJ"'\e · t1•00111 anti crashed. 
'!'.!verono on the ship h·vi to evacute it-the r-hip now engu.lfe1 in flw,es- but 
the oo pilot did not !II.ewe. Either de~1 or unconscioua h-J w--s wllorl out of 
the ship b,F thf=l flircr~t oomiondero .\ followin~ ~hip, pHotw'l lJY T1()l J'.-,.:rc 
Qoo:lell, hovert:1d ovor t..'he survivors 'ln1 threw out. l·vlrl.o-rs "ind !"'lquiro rigs. 
DcspitG tho intense inocYm:t:ing fire, tho r0scrue ship 'l'::l.T"'1ino"I wl"ir,to it W"l.S 
while 0 1T0I".V"'no bGlow st-r'1.ppod th,:.Rt;:olvoitn to tho -r-0:1 c ·e 1 ".-:liars• The co-pilot 
"11.S str•ppe-:1 int0 .... r:1-"'l$1.liro which t ... _.,_ c:i.nght fire f\.11'1 finully 1rn"ppo'1.. \t'I a 
rosult tho on~piJ.0t fell to the grnu..,1 ".n1 W".S killed. 'l'ho sllip -ltsolf W''I.S 
tot"'.lly 1oatr()yoi. .t'\Ilrl tho !Tl.is siN• ~bQrtoi, l:Jut --11 other porsonnol ,.rnr.o :r.0suo11. 
-~a I\ roaul t of' his cour'l~0'1US res enc -:.t;tcr•pt tho rd.rcr-.-rt coJ"lr1.nior nt: tho 
roscuu shi·"p rocoivoA the silvot' s·i:. 1 r,. 

Thro,~ '~1.7rs .l-itur 1n ·, ction W1!1 to b.ko nl".OO w1i1ch M:n.1J."! l"r.,sult in tho 
B"..tta.:U.on ho:i.ng sub-ii tto,.1 for the T rcsi-l,:;nti ·l T!ni t ni t 1.ticln ■ In tho woE,ka 
follow.l.np, the ·.ctjon nri'"tt,ors of the b-::.ttali ,rn t-ocoivMi 55 m.stinguishe"t 
!i1y:ing Crosses 1.n"l 2/4 nr ;i,ed".J.!l wi't,h V <.i.e'')'i1J0 for V'.uor. Tho ,'lction W'l.r the 
o--:t:-:1ct1on of' A_.~•oric:m troops "I.Il1 supplios fror.. li'iro SUpport B'l.so ltipc0-rd. 
The onany h ·vl boon putting ho·1.vy -prosFJuro on tho f'i.~a b1.s0 sjnc,J tho· beginning 
of June. By tho :"'irl,Uo of.' July tho .firf3b'l.':IC W".S surrounr:lo<'l '.\nrl. t~!°-ng sn'111 
a.ms "n•~ aut0n':l.tic fjro; 360 ·1.ngrce 13.rlillory a.nil por.t'l.1" firo hi .. firoo~o 
~poorrl ia:l]~r. It boc",""D nbvioua th'lt tho losses l-Join,r,: sust·, inod hJr US .r'o.rccs 
on ...,ipcord. w~.s Ullll.CC~"'t--.blo. •in Clp .,-."-t 0n w,,s . rl1.nnc:'l; thoro.-Coro tri cr·· tt"rtr!t 
tll forces on tho f·ro h·•.st.-~. The t'lrF,Ct '1a.to w-1.s 23 July 1970. On thu n0rn­
ing of th 23:ri tho <1hips f'ror.1 '1.11 throe l~.ft 001"u~nics ~n ~ tvin 11 g'ht firo 
to1.T.'.S fror,r D Col"lp'\11y lift.,l :l of'f tho 4 r v .m r us p., i.s •m-9. 1 oft. f0t" tupoor1. Upon 
ro~ching tl:lc firebn.so tho onoountoroi honvy sr·~tll ·"1.r.:11s .fi r,:i • Shirys going intn 
tho firoh'lsc cncount .Jro-l .51 crJibru !"''\chino gim positions frOi~ 3 si:foo -m4 
Mort \r fir() fro'"l sover"ll -liffcront ·liroctions• 

' 



1s soon 1a tho u•tr"l.ction b r?-7.Il tho onOlily st'lrto 1 rlropping r:10t".r ounw 
on the firo baso with mortnrs lropping int" tho LZ anr1 '1ul-;on"tic fire 
coning froM. throe liroctions the ba.tt!lJ.i{'\n bog:ln its '1.ppro .... ch into the 
tiz. Fr0quontly, gi1m1hips h·rl to pcDition thori,.s ,ilvos betw en· lift ~ir­
cr'li't n.n1 cnur.i.y r,nsi t:i..on"' in orr'lor t" 1.eliver noutr;lizing firo wich • 
ro·luco i th0 h 1.z1.'t'rls oncounto:r.orl by tho lift uircr'lf't a.rrivin~ 'ln .-J r'lo­
p'lI'ting the fir0bNrno 

\ st0ry 'W:lS tolrl by 9.n inf'.'nt-rJ,"'1·:.ll -i~tor tho o· tr•totirm W"".'' co:riuJ.otorl 
1.bout rt huoyl:.hat w-..s nn fin'11 'lppro-,,ch. lilhon tho ship YM.S n,()')ut 25 l"lotcrs 
off the ground '1. :i,tc,rt~u- roun'l 0"'1'plo.:/_;!·l. nt tho point ·whorA. tho ship W!:'.s ri.bout 
t-.- lnn.d " Tho o--·plosi0n roclco1 the nirc~nftt. un-l ohr"'T)Il•)l toT"o '1.p'lrt the 
plO'·igl~ss on tho fr"nt of tho halicoptcr.· but tho pilot c-slnly g0t tho ship 
un·lor control -,n,i touched 1own m top rd: tho cri.tor whil~ the: inffl.nt~cn 
clb•bo .. ,. rn 1::x:n.rd. Tho ship h:\'I. 1. :1i·1.Tnoncl tJ•dnt11l on its si-1o ".n, this at0rJ 
typifior\ tho heroi.c -ictiona porf0r-·•r' ~ by nvi-,,t,n•s of this b.,,tt"lion .:iuring 
".;h0 o·••tr:lctinn of tho fir0bwo. 1Jlcn tho '!Tli~'3irin W".S co"Mnlntc"l nr-t C"ID0 s'l-\1 p 
h··d been lnst a,nrl the b1ttrilion h,.,-1 nnne of the '\Vi"".to"'.'S killo-1 nr mun-lot!. 
On 30 July, tho ba.tt,...linn h ..,,~ one O&C 1 44 alicks, ~-l t'W"l light firo te"'r:-s 
involvo3 in .,_ Cl\. 1ntn th0 01s-tern o-:lgo of tho A.sh"lll 11,.,lJ.oy, 'l'ho OMT,>lr-:J"lont 
of f!Ti1£'ko :in·l CS nircraft, nn·l ~ ho-:i:,ry conc,)Y1tr~1.tion of T~.0 '.:l.r, 'lrtollery. 
:in 1 guns hi pa :issur,;·'l the success of :.:ho CA.o 

In f\.gust opor:i.ti0ns cnntinue1. -:ts u::;u 11 G'' capt th '\t it w·1.s tir.,o t" bet?,in 
think.i.ng r,i' tho nppro"'.ching raansoons. In proporitinns, tho ool"!p'tnics b.-,.P,''1.ll t.n 
cornunt tho s:-,.n"lb~g cm,pl~cOJ"'lonta -i ·oun '! tho l:unl:0rs, c':'n:=Jtruct W'){'\4.on E1huttors, 
n.n:l, in gonr-trnl, w,tory't'oof l:uil·1ings in prooorations for th0 hc!lV"J r1.ins. 

On C,o-pt1;r.1ber 6th, opnr"l.tion T :,~· ,..q st1.r ondoi nn1 opo:i;•ry_t·ion Jeff orson 
Glen bogan. The opor1.tion .,.,filch stno 1 out Most 'lur.:ing tho 01.:i.:-1 .. ~ )')hr.vw of 
Joffcrson Glon ~s tho e-'trnct:i.!'n of fir0b'\so Vegbol. t,hip, nni. Tcmnossoeo 
Uong with _thses, nno b'J.tt~inn nf ~,r,c-rin1.ns n.wi one b~ttilic-•n of J.·.tJNI s woro 
wtrnote·l. Tho t'Wt" b1.tt-ui0ns h~i boon pln.cc'l no,:i:· tho sout}J ond o? the ·1shr\u 
V'Jlloy an~ the fire bwos hai boon n:,c"pi01 to support thnm. The bi~mest prob­
lon oncountered dur~ ng this tim1 1-,~s ·cha deterlor"'.ting wc:>.thor. Tho insertion 
went "\.S pl:\nnod 1:ut tho cr·tro.~c.ion h11·i tr be c1.llad off b0c·,.uso of low coilings 
and ro.in. A 0-130 :'lropped roaupp:..ies in an 1.tt0npt to ti 1.-} iJ1e troops over 
until the b~tto.lion could e"tra.ct t:1c:!.1J.. Tho }Jonsoons wore wIDll on thoir 'W'lY 
und tho ii vision wri.s starting to f:i!.1 b'lck intCl its winter fif{hting position 
thus r1.~.ing tho a.ct1.vo arc~ of opor-1.tions !:luch s1;i--J.lor. T)u'.l'.'ing Ootobor th :, 
rain continue1. s.n.1 sovo'l:"nl typhno1.s hit t.h(.) South Chin'l So~!. ~t one part­
icul-ir tino n. tyohoon got so closo t.n tbo 0<'>0.st thiit ..,_a I\ rrac"'.1,tion1..'t'y M.ori-

snr·o·; :tb~· Kingsn:1rr flaw a-,rnry flya.llo Ji::."'c~~1ft to ru11ng Tri to 'W"dt out th0 stor.r-., 
''issinns ch ·ngo~l on th0 10th of (J::;tf) b,ll' ns A Co'.l"!pnny boc,v;,.0 n.s. to 2n 1 B1e 
~n1 C Col'lpa.ny bcc-,m<; GS t0 tho -1ivision. 

The :nlonths of Nove:nber nnd Docm•1ber provo:l to bo•;q1ti.et tr•0ntl:1s 1 n rn1l "ltinn 
to provious ~ctivi ties. Ul col'l· ·nios c~n+l:nuc'l th-:iir n-::-i111-,r:i~ ,...,is sions with 
u,.n'W:'.voring 1.oto:rrnj.n:,,,tion in spite of inclr-lJllont w:.::~th0r. 

It is 0u-r opccific w-lsh t- .y pross grrttitu·~o fo:i.• our follow 1!1&1l ,.Jl.1,., s,y•ve1\ 

sj_do by sj.do with on() 1nothor "ln1 1ion. Their v:3.-lor; their g.,111.ntr::-r; thoir 
i,.,,_pl'lc1blo fortitude tc contJ!)nuo in snito of soa·1:l.ngly insur.mounti.bL, o'"1~s 
s0ts ,'l pt-osi fonco th"l.t. lo:w0s us hUI'!blo in '1.pprocir:.tion. 
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