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COMMANDING OFFICP:::RS 

lOJ.r;;t A.vi at.ion E.J.t t c1.:i .1.cu 

l J anaury-l?f,.9 through 30 Aprtl 1%9 
30 J.:p~-tl 1969 through 29 Octob~r.• 196.? 
29 October 1969 through 31 D~uemoc.r 1969 

COJl'lpany A 

.,_ .rro!U !.1ry 1969 through 7 Ju"ly 1969 
7 :uJy ls-69 through 31 DecP..mbor 1969 

Company B 

1 ,:ianua.ry 1969 th.;:-o,lgh lJ Mm-ch 1969 
13 MD.i:'ch 1969 th.1·.)ugr~ Ih Sept~mbcr 1569 
14 September 1969 thro"U;3h 31 December 1969 

Company C 

l January 1969 t,hroug~1 27 May 1969 
27 Mey 1969 through 31 ~cember 1969 

Company D 

l Jonu.i:i:ry 1969 through 18 June 1969 
18 Jur,e 1969 through 22 December 1969 
22 Decem:,er 1969 through 31 December 1969 

Headqull?'tera Company 

'.l! January 1969 throi.igh 23 October 1969 
23 O~tober 1969 through 31 Docember 1969 

17.0 John D. Kennedy 
1/l'C .Ar.!en R. Suddaby 
L'l'C 'l'humn.~ R. Meadows 

MAJ Konr.et.h Wall 
MAJ Ch.:irl~s Jl:.IIlles 

MAJ Vernon Grigg 
MA,T Stephen McIntyre 
MM Charles Pease 

M.AJ Wa..vna Boles 
MAJ Donald Moss 

LTC Ronald Perry 
MAJ Eugene Grayson 
M1icJ Ronald Co1-rden 

CPT ICoJ.J.y Robinson 
CP'r lb:-rn. id Sunseri 



Summary of Events-Calendar Year J.959 

The Beginning 

The year 1969 bogtJ.n w:tth the bs.tt::i.lion locntAd a.t Camp Engle, RepubJio 0£ 
V:tet,nam. For the i'i.rst three montha of the ye 1t.:' ~:\'. would be the only avlation 
battalion strpr,,orting the lOJ st .Air'l')orne Division ( ri.i.mohilo). The monaoon rains 
were endillg o.nd with signs of better weather the b.riital:i.on would become involved 
in the di\.'i~ton' i:i offensive e.ct:i:..,-1 t.y o Th<3 battn.1ion 1 s 11Gun11 Company, lntcr ro­
doeignatod an Attack Helicoptei• Cc,f!t):.iny, had begun to receive the .AH--lG Cobra as 
a replacm·,1ent for the rn ... 10 guns'h~po. 

T~ai.ning the 1>8th 

To p1.•o·r.tde more aviation support for the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) 
ah ll.C'.:-lJ.~1i.i.011cl. Aviation Ba.t1;o.:U.ot\ was neoded. Thus enrly in the yaar the 158th 
il."J:lntfrm Batto.lion nrr:i.Ycd :l.n tho Division. Before they could 'tecome on opera­
tinni:. un:t-t, hotievei•:i t.hcy 11oulu require a groat doal of t~D.ininr, and i'amiliar­
izo.t:l.on. An extensiw tr&ining p:c-ogram evol·ved and it woe coo:,.l:i.nated ... , m~ag0d, 
nirl executed by the lOl~t Jt,vintlon Bn.tt.nJion,. Tb.e result was t ,hn.t approximately 
one hundred ond thi·i?ty J.:,:Bth Aviation Ba:ttn.lion Aviator::; :'.">.'ICE':1:md 2,800 hours 
f;light timE'l w.1.th instru.r.:l;c.r pilots and aircroi't connna."1.d~rr~ <.' ::' t1·c 101st Aviation 
Ba.tta.lion. This tra.1m.r.J.{ wo.s carried out with bot.h the UH~-:}i nd .AH--lG helicop­
ters, and w.i. th the o.ss:i.f/u:lrlc:e p;iven by the 101st Aviation II.;,'. '- •i~lon the 158th 
was operational. by l .April 1969. 

Operation Masoaohusetts S-t,rilrsr 

Tho f:i.:r.st two months of 1%9 found. tlie ba:t.till.rm. i'!:Vnlved w.l th tha final 
phai5es of Operation Nevada Eag~. Upon the concJ.u13icn of this operation the 
d;lvision was to conduot the first of mony operat:to11P. in t.he new SpX'ing...Sunnner 
Off'ena:lve. The operation wao Cl'J.led MM:trn.cm,oet,ts St:dker and wa.a conduct.ad by 
the 211d Brir,a.de (Reinforced), 101st Ai1•bm"n~:, D..i:vioiono It consisted o:f a major 
combet aasult by helicopter into the A Shn~ VnL1~y with the mission of daatroy­
w,g the enemy o.nd his supplies,. disrup-l:.i!1e enemy operations in the valley, aid 
ct'eat,ing barriers to thG enemy's uee of koy trails and defiles 1.n the ru."oa. The 
hellcopters wero to be pro·nded by the 101st Av-la:tion Battalion,. 

AdverP.e wenther p~ec1nded all ~tt~mpts to open the initial fire base and 
th'l!S the operation wa.a poseponad. When the weather did begin to clear the botta.­
Jion "Aats given the m:t.asion of landlne C Company, 1/502 on Fire Base Veghe! .• 
'l'r.e aesu.1t force, uni1er the control of' A Company, IOlst AViation Battru..i.on .. swept 
in r,t 1700 hom:s ru1d took the enemy by oomplete surprise. The armed heli.copters 
of D Company accounted :f'or soveraJ. enemy KIA' a a.""ld one rnacbipo gun which was dis­
ru.pting f:.••:b.md1y movement on the LZo The enemy, although eurprized, wna not un­
prepared. When Jvhe assult force approached Vocfh.el ·bhey encountered the enomy 
in dug ... :tn '):)Ositiona inside the perimeter. Cli:cymore mines had been emplaced and 
aimed akywo.rd against the helicopters, and the area was heavily booby-trapped. 
Most of those, fortunately, had been deetroyad :in the artillery p:r.eparat,ion of 
the fire boae as an LZ,, However, £'our of tJ.,e first five hcllcopt-,9ra t.o land took 
bite-but none were destroyed. As bitter i'ight±ng ena-ued th,3 clouc'\a closed in 
and cut of£ further air support. 



On the following day multiple assaults were plc..'1ned h;r eJc:ments of the 
1/5021 a.--id one hat.tGJ.ion cf the J.rd R:VN RegjmAnt,., Weathc: P: •• • n delayed the 
operation. At 1~:Lc, hc:ur.s th,3 -weu~hcr :i.of't.~d scmewnat a::. i t'. •t' ::;0cond lift to 
Veghel was conduot,0rlo Th:i.s Jii~t.., control.lad by A Co, :Ltd.::~ ;i•;_u!;.ion Bn, 
:i.n.yoJ.ved n 20 dh:tr oirrn.obile forco, lifting el01nnnt1;1 of •· • • .1 :·;•:.':2 :f'roro iZ 
C~lly into Verhr:;L, A 1. otal of 50 sm:-ties wl3r:; 1 . .t.~:1,,::d :'Lnt,.1 .i••i: ·foghel in 
extremely ma."Y'r,in;Jl weather. D:1ring an 00.rJ.ie,:, 1,r.,,:ithe1., recor..'.'-doaance, the 
co~a.nd on1 r.ont1•ol ship recej:1e•i imt,omq;ti1.1 wnapo11f; a."ld Il\Jt1 fi·r-e; resulti.T?g 
in a. d:L~~bJ.c.d ship., A rapid 0xch.!l.!:f;O o.!..' C & C ci:t·oraft was mado ond no loss 
of time 0:1 E1tution occurr,1d9 'l'hs S.::.r- move:111ent was completed o.t 1~00 hours., 
resulting in 250 personnel lifted :i.nto FR Veghel. As the opcra.t1 on continued 
more infc-ntry units ·were lifted 1.rd·,o strr,.teglo LZ•s., and the enemy wa.s indeed 
feeling t.h.0 effoc{;s of an ai:nnobile ofi'ensive. 

On 1h Ma-rch, th!3 D-lv.ls'lon Commander made the decision to reir:if'orce Fire 
Bee::, Vochcl~ due to the lhrc~t .)f tho FB being ove-c·:-uno The weather condit ... 
ic•r1:i 1113:ro agai.n f'ar be1m~ r~jr.imum, however it was deemod £Otnbc:t .~!3~ that 
the reir.forcementa be l:b':f-,e::d" The adverse weather conditions <Jslay-t3ti the 
operc:1.~,lon until 1400 hour,::, c:-:l:. which time tho initial Jj_ft fro·n Birminghron 
begt''Lo The CommAn~~ n.nd Co,rh·ol aircraft, while searching for a route through . 
th<:s ,.:anther into 1''13 V'n~hcl, was hit and knocked out of uction by enemy f:i.re. 
As .sor,n as another C & C 'W{!.a obtained~ the lift began., The woa.ther by this 
tiir,e had deter:tornted tr!) 1mch F.l!l extent that tho C & C was roquircd to lead 
each flight from B1r:tr:gno to Veghel,. The Rucce~sful e\f1\'~).l!l~•:l.u::i of' th:i.s lift 
must b~ categorized as one of the most outotonding accompliabmants ever per­
forn-1ed by this buttaliono The weather conditions aJmos·t p:;:>0cluded any charwe 
of sucoes~, however tho liit was completed without incident~ Neither the 
weather nor enemy infested mountainous t0rrai.n st~ppi:id the cpero.tion, ond it 
was comploted just pr:Lor to darknesa. 

The following morning two more CA' s were ln:i.d on.. On0 required an ARVN 
bn.tta1i.on J.ifted and the other an Amel'icnn unj_t. At th0 0:nd 01' tho dey more 
than 500 P..llied troops had been trt.111.s_porte.-d in 101st A1,:i..rr0i 0n Bat. t.ttl.ion heli­
copters., Tragody could not ba averted fm•evff.1.~~ and on one i'-.• :'!..Y, o-vereoBt 
mol'ning a B Cornpany wa:J forced to go IFR and was lost. SfJV~:- ,.1 (ln_ys later 
the nircrai't wns discovered to have crashed through the true:.; ~m a. r'ldge line 
and burned u Duo to the precarious location of the wreckage, l t wn.s dotermined 
that, a e;round drive by US Mo.rinea to recover the wreckage wr.~ the only feasi­
ble me-thod. During the aoaroh, the Marlnes ca:rna under an in"Lonse attack by NV.A 
reaulars and the sea.rah aircraft spent the remainder of the afternoon lifting 
the WO'Jnded from the battle areao The services of the 101st AViation Battalion 
fl·lg'1.t surgeon proved involuahlei o.s ;.~ spent the rest o.f t,he day treating the 
·w-o,mtled peroon.'le:1. Approximately two weeks la.ter a ~round party reached the 
ai:.rcra.ft, nccider.t site a."ld recovered ru.1 bodieo. 

The remn·lnclo:c· of the operation involved aupport..:'Lng the 2nd Brigade with 
company and ba:t.t:.alion sizo assualts throughout the A Shau Volley urrl,11 J.5 April. 
On this dat.0 the f,D was e:>-:panded to tho southeast and C Comapny conducted a 
number of combat a.s-J.'.'..ults :lnto various n0w fi:('e ha!Jea. The success of these 
operations WM inmlecliately insured with the d.l.l'covering of large nrms and supply 
.caches throughout the entire ll.I'0a. The II slicks" and "guns• of the 101st Aviation 
Bo.ttEiJ.ion wore :tn"c,imately involved with evor-.r phase of the operatlono ::' 

1.1.i~o tn N.'.l!'ch, thn battalion wa.a D.EJsigned an additional m:lss:\on of support-­
-ir·g; v,-,., 'D;:-,11: :~ Projcet.., Altho-ue.;h cJ.e.~~i.fied in nature, the ground for.cos were 
r,tlr, e.Y·:i.1y involvod in reconnaisso.noa operations in support of the 101st Airborne 



Division. Supporting this opora.tion p:;.~ovf'd 01::tremely- hazardous due to tho area 
or operations and the intensive enmny ti"af':f.'i,'}nbility throughout the area. 
Almost every operat.i.on involved either :i hot, LZ or PZ. The reconnaissance teams 
were in contact with:~ hours ~t.er. being inserted, nnd either a reinforcing 
mission or extr,-i.ction m1der fire trere ini tia:ted by- th'3 J.Olst Av:i.ation Battalion 
on a dai'.cy bA.slaa, The Delta P.rojoot prov0d e. v~"J.:.;:.;1~ intelligence gathering 
agency for thls Dl vision anc1 o."1 most eve;:ry es .. ,i.~•.I.!.:· hl'\d at:,rage area was first 
discovered "::Jy this element, re·porl:.ed th1•0U?h G-2 channels, and resulted in the 
va.a·l:; mnount, of oquipment and mr.i.1::m~.u'.: . 'found by- the 2nd Brigade. 

Apnoha Sn<:ntt 
,, 

While 0pern.tion Ma.aaacTiu:::ett,n str:l.ker continued in the extrem0 southern 
porti-:in of the valley, plon,,1 we1r.e amendect to exploit the 'twarehou,=;ert area after 
the C:1.:.•1 made aignificoot cont,Mta fJ\d cacho dieooveries while making a B-$2 
stri.k.e asoessmento The Jrci D.1,,~, 267th Abn. Int. waA selected to raid the ware­
ho~3c and construct a new f':i.:('e 'base on the infiltration route nel!I'by • By 9 Mq 
the ,3..:.tl B,...lga.de and ol.0rnen+,s or the lat .ARV!~ Div-lsion were poiRed to launch the 
le.rgr-i:it oirmobilo assault of the Vietnam waro Precise tiini'.Jg a:id surprise were 
the ms:1.n considerat.io~s of ·the operationta BUccess. . 

1'~e 101st Aviet'lon Battalion was to bear the brunt of 1. '.i,.' £-.asnult force. 
The ma:L1t.enanoe <:::rews wo~.:-1:ed da:y o.nd night, forward reaui:-:;..~·i,v- ,: l POL points 
were established, snd on D Day the battalion had ,o ship~ ·i ~1 • .. :·e a.1.r, In order 
to effect complete surpr:l.ae no reconnaiaaanoa or the aren w•,:,,, 2.lJ.l)w0d, On D 
Day-1 small reoon part,ies were allot-red into the area. but, '\.,i1e uouo.1 visual reoon­
naisaa.11ce of the LZ' s could not be carried out. D Day ,.:.gtn':'l nnct wep.t--without a 
naw. Deapit.e the laok of prior reoonnaiassnce the battEJ:i.on J.lfted elements of 
four i."lfantry battalions into the selec-t.ed. LZ ts wit.hou·~ t,oking any co.6Uol.tiea or 
losinr. any ahipe. In the ensuing bnt+,lee the bo.t·lialion· provided support. !or the 
Division.. The Hawks of D Company, 101st Aviation Battalion made their presence 
knorm to the 29th NVA Reg1mant in the fmnous Ba.tt1e of Dong Ap Bia.. While the 
-infantry assaulted the hill mass i'rom the :r:i.rlP,ea below the Ha-wncs blA.ated the 
enemy frO!ll abovo. At the ccnclusion or the operation 67'5 enemy had heen killed, 
three prisoners taken, 260 weapons and moi-e than 1001000 rounds of ammunition 
had ba~n seizod. 

In addition to OperaM.on Apache Snow• the battalion suppcrrted a number of 
concur:cant operations t,hroughcut the J.a:t.e Spring and enrly Summer o'! 1969. 
Operation Campbell S·t.roamer involYerl the assault of Ba.oh Ma Mountain. It proved 
to ba an excellant example of combined ·operations as tha battalion lifted both 
US ond .ARVN £oroea e:tmultaneoualy into the battle area. Another eignif'icant 
operation involved aviation m..i.pport, to Task Force Hotal, a combined USMC, .AltiJN, 
lot Bde of the 511ih Mach Inf Div operation in the Vicinity of Khe Sahn on 12 a..11.d 
1.3 June. Under t-he control of the lOlat Aviation Battalion Commander, utilizing 
six a.i.rern.ft each from B nnd C Companies and three armed heliooptera :f.'rom D 
Company, 101st Avn Bn (AH) conducted this missior.. The Ba.tt.alion Commander acted 
as the oir mission commander and the U.S. Marines provided the Airmob:lla Task 
Force Commander for this joint services operation. Effective coordinated plan­
ning and execution resulted in a highly auocessfu1 mission. When the let Brig-ade 
0£ the 101st Airborne Division moved t:o Chu Lai to carry out 0porntion Lamar 
Pln.in the 101st Aviation Batta.lion provided two Msault b0Jj.0or,ter companies, 
A'lpha r,.TJ.d Bravo, and one attack hellcopter platoon from Del't.!1. Company to support 
tna opara.tion. 
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As tho Spring-S1l.1Tm\e.r cempo.:ignc, were drawin~ to a close the Battalion began 
to consol:i.da.tc onoa ngain in the Eagle-Phu Bn.i aron o By mid-July .Alpha. Company 
had returned from Chu Lai and by m:l.d.-.kJ.gltSt B~avo C'l!l'lpony had made the mova 
backo The ground troopg ~f thP. 10~1.u1, AJ.~•b~1'l1~ .C.1:,n ,.!i.on (lli't'lllobile) had: wH,h the 
su1:;port of the "'vH.np,3 of t-h0 !'·1tfi. f .. <1~· =:ve;. ·i;h"' e-,1":!11•y Q'. ;ij of' "t,he J mmu valley• 
To emphasize the B::i.ti:,:::1 :I.on'~.: v11J:? ·:.:'.'+;1HL~1 ., Gid.ll, v-r;r·r.:rLj.lj.1·,y, a..~c'. "9rofeasionaliam 
LTC Arlen Sudc.aby, t':ie~1 Bat;,, '.l.l.lon Co111mi::11d.e.r5 Jn.-t.td.at,c•·i i.:r:- c:1,·, i·. ':;) wh:1.~h l-tas become 
part; of the very f:i.oc;:.."' of the }Jattullon: Ar..y-c~1r1.:;r !:! ,,;•.; , 1 :.: t. ,:.n:·r t·i.J.10-Bar Nothinl 

Tho ?DD£:3Jv0 offensive ope.?'atiorw :1.nto tile valley had cear10-i --they were no­
longer w;r.0;13o,ry-but th0 101st A"?i.d;:i.rm Batti\1tion wo.s no le:::is ocr:upiedG J,S 
Aug·l'I.St, f :r.1.w t'he bog:tnni!ig o.e (Jpcr·atlon Rii.1h.land Square, and three doys later the 
Batto.lien bC3carne involved wl·Lh Ope1·;;."l...k,:-i Ctunberla.nd Thunder. Aa j.f to aey, 
"your ,;-ro:-lc ia never done," the div.:t.eiou requ0nted support for a third concurrent 
oper.:i{·,j on whi. nh wo.s to beg-ln on 2G Augu.st-Operation Cl:taborne Clm~.:)., Tb.e 101st 
Av:i. t• den D~t,to.l:Lcm wr.i.s r-lod to o1:1l.geo In Operation Cumberlc.nd Thm'l.der the 
Jbt t,tt1 :l.cm Commlll1.der n~tod ~ ft. ir Commander and the C}:>8ra;c,-Lon p:rov.:.d 1..url>1ue in 
t~nt. ,-., f.':.1.1.::ie inaariiio::i wo.r--:: 1nado in ord0r to confuse the ene111;v. Wl:lle t.he l-327 I 
l:nf'o:.-nt::r and 3rd Bn, 3:-.:l 1:..-rri.m Regiment woro coliihc.t,ed ae;:3a,1lt,ca. ln1:.o two 11 livon 
LZ' ~ ·!.r.o i:la-t.telion m.'.lllH ~ r~~:i.:Je ccmbn:c. esw1ult into v.ncth~• "i:,~~ •Iii t,b ·t.he 2 ... 502 
Infm:itpy,. It was th.) old d:tversiono.ry attack tric}<: nnd the I? ~ttalion pulled it 
off wit,bou-t. a hitch_, 

Enter Tho Monsoon Season 

Tho '82.ttalion su.ffe:rnd a nu'llber of setbacks ca11.ced. b:r Ho:l}1~r Maturo in 
the montha of Scpte..-nbor and October. .Du.1•:i.ng the f:!.J•st w,H:1k of September the 
high w1.nr:.a nssocinted wH,i:1 tb.e typhoon in the Gulf. cf Tonkin caused oomiider­
nble dsmage to the C .Compony urea n:t, Phu Balo The w:birl.s totally destroyed 
two ma.:in·l;ena."lce tents ,md causod severe erosion damage to tho western edge of 
the f'ligh't; line. During the heavy rains in the .first 10 deya of October 
erosion dmn.ne;e was again evidont along the weo·l,ern edge of the r:nnp in C Co. 
The h0::.icopters in that, o.ren hnd to ba m.:,vcd ta other BJ)ots on the ramp u,3cnuse 
or the fear or ono f'aJ.lj_ng off tho edp;e or tlla :ramp and cau::d.l"g ocxnr,w.) c 

D0lta Compony ai.oo received Wll.ter do.-n.9.f:O during the he~i:1.r; r r:;·1.n:-. in October. 
The Company mess hall, r,101~or pool llnd generator sheds were i,"l''t"'.:i-~ted with more 
tna.n two feet, of' fitonding wo.ter. Tools :md equipm.3Ilt., veld.n:. ... ·r)::wta and other 
H,oms wl'rro lost due to the floodine o When the rains subsidPi. ,-:-,r k began :i.mmedi­
a:tely to rnove the :rn.oto:i.~ pool and gen0rr.tor shode to hi13her ~1•0·.1.·1du The mess hall, 
ho·l'l~,rf:lr_, could not ba r1l0vod and the hun~ry Hawks were forood to wade to thei.r 
diii>1r-,1;- ,, 

Opr.;1:-.•ntio:".l Rep-11bJ:i.c Square bep.:rot a:t. t~0 end of Sop-t,:crrubcr, dor.pite tho e"r,1:i:­

deiic:i:'iorat..ing l-roa.th;)r., 3:nd oontir..uod throughou:!; the lt"'al1o The mission WM to d0a­
troy any t'oma.ining enemy ins-t.aJ.111.t:tori.s ond disru.p~ his l""lce procuroment, act:i.vJ ... 
ties o The nd.fleion of the Battalion during thifl o;,ern.tion was to provide tactical 
w :bility for combat troops., st1.pplies and cciuipmcnt of the Division duri.ne t,he 
c·onduc·li 0£ ooillbat and airmobile operations o In disrup·l;ing the rice collections or 
+,he enemy, one very effective method used by the Battalion was the cordo~ By 
insert:I.ne troops and cutting off all avenuea of escapo tho U .s. forces were nble 
to ent8r t,he villages o:ad captu't'e nll VC and NVA e:np1god in rice collection. 
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Great effort was directed toword Psyoholoeical Operations whereby various 
means of communications with the local populace were used; namely leaflet 
drops from helicopters and persuasion by monns of helicopter carried loud­
sperucerss This method of wo.rfn:;•o "-\<la UflGd m6:,en::1ively ol'ound the perimeter 
or Comp E£1gls dur-jng the hours \)j' clt• • .t•h"!.\l:lC.fi. Af·,;cr a broadcast wns made., two 
Col:ira gunships, provided by ·i:.he Hav1kri.~ pla:~cd Ol1<lnf;.t:r10 on the ct.ooired area. 
At the close of H.e.pu.blie Squnr0, :l'uur Hoi Chr;..na hlld t:.'J'nf•r1 t,hemr1elvea :l.n • 

.l\nother oper.ac:lon wh:iuh rccei'ved a Gror.t c1..;.i~. 0-f.' r:·,r.1Jh: .. ,.3..'. ,, a11d which wa.a 
perticularJ.y important to the Bat.talion was u}'Pl'l:Lr,io~ J:i f·1--1~·w1.';,,,. This wo.s 
an operati.011 ca..."Tied out by the Battal:!.on .In co:ijunct.i.0.::1. 11.'i.~·~ the 101st 
.Aviation G!'Oll? Pnthfirldors, the 326th Ene:inoers., and tt.o 2/.1.7 Cavalry. Better 
known o.r.1 11LZ Expansion" the idon was to ni::ike many poor o.uc ~.hj p l~<ling :iJonoe 
into saf 0 two ship LZ t s ,, 

Pa..::ifica.tion 

i\s 'iihe Division turned :i.ts ayes toward the Pacification Proeram so did the 
10'.;.,.:::t Av:tation BnttaUon.. Bnslden supporting the Dl•.rision ts pro1;ran wit,h air­
c.tn::'t_, thl~ 13atta1ton underloc1k a Civic Af'.':f.'airs project or it.c: mm.. Uno!'f'iciilly 
knc-•. '"n I:!.~ (Jpera;l;ion School Book the idea. wo.s to pro"lide some of ed1ools on Vihn 
we Inland w:.tth the nGcaBsary oupplioa that wou'.:1.rl make it a funct,ionc.11 µregress­
ive st.hool C:Jyat~m"' The rr1c,n of the Batta.lion contrlbuted over $1.,000.,00' nnd 
the rr.oney was u~ed ·b :1tU"'·chaoo over 950 ochcol booksll 1100 p:;ns and penclla., 
1100 r.,otebookfl, 10') J.':1;-1~ of ctindy1 150 pncks or cookies, and o. large number of 
various toys includlng :too dolls. On "D...Daytt, the 22:nd or D~cembcr, the pro ... 
vis~.ons \\er0 tl•an13portr.d by helicopters to Vim Loe Islru"10 and were distributed 
among three elemrmtary schools" 

Dolt,ll. Company 1.mdorliook a project on its own to rJpon9or a nE>ar.by orphaaf(e 
and the otbor co.mpanies 8f:N8 their full support -'::;') tb0 Bn:litalion Medcap pror,ram. 
The Meclca-p pro~:r.::i.111, ot'gar..:i21F.ld in December, soon began rum1ing two Madcaps· a. 
weok to v-J.llap,os on Vihn Loe Islando 

The Year t s End 

As thP. y0ar 1969 reachod i te conclusirm th.e Wings of the Eagle BA.ttnllon 
looked for.ward to 1970 os a.'1 evon crenter challenge. Sow-0 tbr0e weoks be.fore 
Operation Randolph Glen had begun and th~ Bat1iillon wns proir.iding it.s full 
st:.pport into the Operat,ion which would cn.:r•ry into 1970a The Chrlstmaa holi-
days brought a tiine of rest., relaxa.tj_on, and pleasant momm·\i~·: ,. Bravo Company 
hn.d the distinct prilodge of transpor-ting Bob Hope, Astrct:vJ.v •. ~;oil Armstrong., 
~ctress Connie Steven~., a.t~d othor members of the Hope Trv~?~ t} his presenta­
tio·o o.f the Hope mt:·:t~·~rut Shaw; and as the New Year bep,nn t:h~ Battalion looked 
b~ .. i:::~~ at its accomplishments: O·ver 187 .,ooo sorties :flown :i.n 0"11pport of' tho 101st 
JiJrborne Div-.'i..s:l.on dU!"lng combat and non-combat opern.tions; A1.riutors in the 
B~t,·taJ.ion were mrn;rded 145 DiflMneuished Flyirlfl Crosoes.9 20 Silver Stal.·s., over 
4,100 Air ModAls, and 36 Purple HellI'ts • 

.AHYTHING, AN'YWHERE., .ANYTIME- BAR NOTHINl 

Wota: l.,o::kiions of th1..s historicD.l supplAmen-1; were taken :f.'rom: l)h.1.stor:ical 
r0~or.,.Js of th0. lOlf:t, Avi:ition Batta']j on; 2) the pertinent OR/L.V s; J) personal 
oocounts by members of the Battalion; and 4) Rendezvous~ Destini, a publica­
tion of the 101st Airborne Division. 


