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COMMANDING OFFICERS

1969

10%st Aviabtlcon Batrellen

1 Janaury 1959 through 30 Aerild 1949
30 April 1969 through 29 Oclober 1957
29 Octoher 1969 through 33 Decembor 1569

Company A

1 Jauary 1969 through 7 Juiy 1969
T ~uwiy 1669 through 31 Decembor 1969

Company B

1 Jamuary 1969 through 13 March 1959
12 Merch 1969 through 1h Sentember 1569
1l September 1969 thrcugh 31 December 1969

Company C

1 January 1969 through 27 May 1969
27 May 1969 through 31 December 1969

Company D

1 Jenvary 1969 through 18 June 1969
18 June 1969 through 22 December 1$69
22 Decerber 1969 through 31 December 1969

Headquarters Company

T Jomuary 1969 through 23 October 1969
23 October 1969 through 31 December 1969

I7C John D, Kennedy
IC Arien R. Suddsby
ITC Thomas R. Meedows

MAJ Kenneth WaTl
MAJ Charlezs James

MAJ Vernon Grigg
MAT Stephen McIntyre
MAJ Charles Pease

MAJ Wegyne Boles
MAJ Donald Moss

LTC Ronald Perry
MAJ Eugene Grayson
MAJ Roneld Cowmden

CPT Kelly Robinson
CPT Ronaid Sunseri



Summary of Events-Colendar Year 1959

The Boginning

The year 1969 bogon with the battalion locatad ot Camp Eagle, Republic of
Vietnam. For the firat three months of the yeuar it would be the only avlation
battalion suppcrting the 101st Airvorne Division (.'-; rmohile) + The monsoon rains
were ending and with signa of better weather the batballon would become involved
in the diviuion's offensive activity. The battdlion's "Gun" Company, later re-
designated an Attack Helicopter Cospsny, had begun to receive the AH-1G Cobra as
a replacenent for the TH-1C genshipas.

Training the 158th

To provide more aviation mpport for the 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
an addiidonal Avistion Battelion was needed. Thus early in the year the 158th
Avlabion Bsbtalion arrived in the Division, Before they could tecome an opera=
tlonal wilit, however, they trould require a great deal of training and familiare
ization. An extenﬂive training program evolved and it weaa cooxdingted, managed,
arxd exacuted by the 10lst Aviation Battallon. The resvlbt was that approximately
one hmdred and thiriy 1084h Aviation Battalion Aviators macelred 2,800 hours
flight time with instrvctor pilots and aireraft commandsrs of tre 10151; Aviation
Battalion. This tralnirg was carried oub with both the UH-ii ¢nd AH-~1G helicop=
ters, and with the assisbance piven by the 10lst Aviation Tal'-yitlon the 158th
was operationdal by 1 April 1959.

Operation Massachusetts Strikex

Thoe first two months of 1969 found tHe battalion irvolved with the final
phases of Operation Nevada Eagie. Upon the conclusicn of this operation the
division was to conduct the first of many operatione in the new Spring~Summer
Offensive. The operabion was cnlled Masgacmsetts Striker and was cohducted by
the 2nd Brigade (Reinforced), 10lst Airboirns Division. It consisted of a major
combat ansult by helicopter inte the A Shau Valley with the mission of destroy=-
:Lng the enemy and his supplies, disrupb ng enemy operations in the valley, ad
crea‘ring barriers to the enemy's use of oy trails and defiles in the area, The
helicopters wore to be provided by the 10lst Aviation Battalion,

Averse weather precinded all sttemphs t6 open the initial fire base and
thvs the operatlon was poseponed. Whon the weathor did begin to clear the batta-
lion was given the mission of landing C Company, 1/502 on Fire Basas Veghel,

The agsult force, uwier the control of A Company, I0lst Avigtion Bat'tal'l.on, swept
in st 1700 hours and took the enemy by complete surprise. The armed helicopters
of D Company accounted for several enemy KIA's and one machine gun which was dise
rupting friendly movement on the LZ. The enemy, although surprized, was not un-
preparsd, When the assult force approached Veghel they encountered the enomy

in dug-in pogitions inside the perimeter. Cloymore mines had been emplaced and
aimed skyward against the helicopters, end the area was heavily booby-trapped.
Most of these, fortunabtely, had been destroyod in the artillery preparation of
the fire bgse as an LZ, However, four of the first five hclicoptars to land took
hits~but none were destroyed, As bitter fighting énsued th2 clouds closed in
and cub off further alr support.



On the following day multiple assaults were plonned br elements of the
1/502 and one hattalion of the 3rd RVN Regiment. Weathe. » - u delayed the
operation, At 1570 heurs the weubher 1ofted semewnat ai tiv sccond 1ift to
Veghel was conducted, This 1ift, controlled by A Co, .li: Xxiubion Bn,
involved a 20 ship olrmobile force, iifting elamnmnts of * - 1.2 from L2
Sally into Verlisl, A 1otal of 50 gsorties wers 150%odl indo ¥ veghel in
extremely marginal weather, During an earlier weather recorrnissance, the
cormand and control ship receivzd automatic weapoas and PG fire; resulting
in a dleesbled ship. A rapid exclarso of € & C aircraft was made and no loss
of time on atubion occurrad. The alr movement was completed at FS00 houvrs,
resulting in 250 personnel Lifted into TR Veghel. As the operation continued
more Infentry wnits were lifted into sirctegle LZ's; and the enemy was indeed
feolirg the effoels of an aimmobile offensive,

Cn L March, ths Divieion Commander made the decision to reinforce Fire
Be=s Voghel, due to the lurc~t of the FB being overmun, The wcather condit-
icny wero again far below minimum, however it was deemed combst essentlal ihat
the reinforcements be lifeds The adverse weather conditions dalayed the
operzh.ion witll 1400 hoar:, =t which time the initial 1ift from Birmingham
begem, The Commant and Control alreraft, while searching for a route through.
the weather into T2 Vashel, was kit and knocked out of action by enemy firas,
As socn as another C & C wos obtalned, the 1ift began. The weather by this
time had deterlorated 4o soch an extont that tho C & C was required to load
each fiight from Batogne to Veghel. The successful commintlon of'this Lift
must bo cabegorized as one of the most outctanding accomplishments ever per-
formed by this battalion. The weather conditions almost precluded any chanc
of succesr, however tho 1iit was completed without inecident., Neither the
weather nor enemy infested mountainous terrain stopped the cperation, and it
was completed just prior to darkmess.

The following morning two more CA's werc laid on., One required an ARVN
batialion lifted and the other an American unit. At the end of the day more
than 500 Allied troops had been transported im 10lst Aviacvion Battalion heli-
copters. Tragedy could not he averted forever, and on one [ .7y, overcast
morning a B Company was forced to go IFR and was losts Severnl Jdays iater
the aireraft was discovered to have crasbed through the trocs on a ridge line
end burned. Due to the precarious location of the wreckage, it was determined
that a ground drive by US Marines to recover the wreckage wos the only feasi=-
ble method, During the search, the Marines came under an 4inionge attack by NVA
regulars and the search aivcraft spent the remainder of the af'ternoon lilfting
the wounded from the battle arsa., The services of the 10lst Aviation Battalion
flight surgeon proved invaluable as ¥5 spent the rest of the day treabing the
wounded porsonnel, Approximately two wecks later a ground party reached the
alrerafs accldert site and recovered all bodies,

The remainder of the operation involved supporting the 2nd Brigade with
company and bstbalion sise assualts throughout 1he A Shan Valley wntil 15 April.
On this dato the A0 was expanded to tho southoast and C Comapny conduched a
number of combatbt asJsmdts ° o -k r five 1 ge T success of t e
operations was immediately insured with the dlscovering of large zrms and supply
caches throughout the entire arca., The "slicka" and "guns® of the 10lst Aviation
Battalion were intimately involved with every phase of the operatlon.’

5100 4n Marceh, tho battalion was oseigned sn additional mission of support-
Arg the Dellw Projeect, Although clascified 1n nature, the ground forces were
relnerily dnvolved in reconnalssonce operations in support of the 10lst Alrborne
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