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_ PREFAGE . .
This Annual Historical sw%:t for the calendar year 1968 was prepaved

§ July 1969 1969. At thad time the material that was
\m or the gu was Incomplete. The historical records, in

compliance with c olicy, are unclagsified and do not inolude the in~
formation oontaingd clasaifisd quarterly Operational Reports-Lessans.
Learned (ORLL), action reparts pertaiming to specifie operations, and

other clagsified material., These documents conta a wealth of information
that at such tims as thay are made available, wlll explain in detail the way
the battalion conducted the combat operations covered in this text. In add-
ition they cover many problem areas in the fields of admi tion and logis~
tics that are treated in gensral manner in the teurt... doouments are
declasgified, a copy should bs atteched to this sup t and kept in the
historical f£ile until such time as a somplete unit history is pared.
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ce The mission of Companies A, B and C ag defined by TOE 1-1STT is aa
followms

To provide tactical mobility for combat troops, supplies and dquipment
of the division during the cenduct of airmobile operatiopns. ' ,

‘. 'l\
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dy The misslon of Company D es definad by TOE 1le157T 1a %.s followsd
To provide ssoupity for airmeblle forces, and bo partiui,pate in offensive
defensive, and delaying actions as part of a highly mobile cembined arme tedme
j









Even while a large poriicn of the baitalion was still enroute to their new base
at Camp Eaglo, others had taken up the fight in the new area of operation. On
the 23d of March, the "Black Angels" were callasd to assist in a running babttle
north of Hue. 4An estimated NVA Battalion had been flushod, and as the gunships
arrived over the battle ar¢a, a larpge pumber of enemy soldiers were caught in the
open. In the brief sharp skirmish that followed, the gunships of B/10lst were
credited with 63 enemy killed in action,

The first two deys of April found the pathfinders of HHC 10lst establishing aire
craft control twoers at Camp Bagle and Fire base Bastogne. Operations were gen-
erally routine through April, even the commencement of operation Carentan II did
not mean an extraordinary increase in ackivity for the battalion.

On the &6th of May howdver, "Black Angel™ gunships, of B Company under the command
and leadership of Major Eugene T. Randall were eredited with 57 NVA killed during
operations in support of the 34 Brigade of the 824 Airborne Division.

NEVADA EAGLE

In Mid-May operation Newada Esgle commsnded, which was to continue throughout
the remainder of 1968 and well into 1969. The operaticn was subdivided into
many smaller operations and the Battallon was called upon to conduct combat as-
saults, resupply missions, fire support missions, and extractions at an ever in-
oreasing tampo. Administrative activity grew in intensiiy also as the July lst
date for conversion of the 10lst to an airmcbile division approached. The 17th
and 188th assault Helicopter companies which had been attached to the Division
for soms time, were assigned to the Battalion.

New personnel arrived and were attached to the Battalion prior to the organization
of the 160th Aviation Group headquarters.

In the midst of this activity the enemy chose to maks a serious attempb at
daniaging Camp Eagle. On 21 May, covefed by a heavy Rocket and mortar fire, a
ground attack was pressed against parts of the camp's perimeter. The secbor
occupied by the 10lst Aviation Battalion was never severly preased; however the
shelling did some damage. The batt: lion mess hall reoceived a direct hit from a
122 mm rocket, and was nearly destroyod. Also three men were wounded on the
bunker line by shell fragments. On 23 May, LTC Paul B. Snyder assumed Command
from LTC John E. McOGregor, and on 27 May, the Battalion received it's Annual
General Inspection. In spite of the strain incurred by combat operations, the
moves from the gtates and then from Bien Hoa, and the peraonnel turmoil of the
infusion program, the battélion had no difficulty in meeting the requirements

to sucoessfully pass the inspection,

On the 1hth of June the 160th Aviation Group was formally organized. It was at
this time that the Battalion bade farewell to its pathfinders, as they moved to
become part of the Group headquarters. On 15 July the formsl reorganization of
the 10lst Aviation Battalicm took place.

In a picturesque ceremony at Camp Eagle, the members of the 17th and 188th Assault
Helicopter Companies remgved their ©ld insignie 40 reveal the 10lst Patch. The
17th bacame B Company, and the 1f8th became C Company. The "Black Angels" that
wage B Company plus the gun platoc:s of the slick companies became the "Hawks!" of
D Company.

In early August, the most significant porticn of Nevads Eagle was undertaken., 4
force of two brigades, US and ARVN, was inserted into the infamous A Shau valley
in an attmmpt to dlisrupt the enemy's supply channels and deny this critical route
to his use. The operation was calisd Somerset Plain. The 10lst Battalion bore
the brunt of the effort of both the initial insertiuns and the resupnly of the
infantry units in the vallsy.



























