





the rescue atiemots of all concermed, however, the incident left
three orew members and throe marines desd. The shlp wus destroyed
where it had come to rost and iiw miseion itself had to be abortedo
Ve pay tribute here to thal wnknowm marire whose courage and quick
thinking saved the 1ife of lat Licutenant John Carlson,

The weather cleared up in Foltruary as the monsoons were druwing
to a close, and as a result 15,000 sortios were flown in February
in sunpert of the 10%st Airbornc DMvision (Airmobile). Supnort
during this period wis also provided for Speclal Forces Command and
Control North mlsslons, ARVN forcos in' I Corps, and to the 1lst Brl-
pade, Sth Meciianized Division, 1n mid-February the battalion recel-:
ved notice {l-% Charley and Delta ccmmanies would be renuired 4o move
from the oll Far 56 area to North Phu Bai, This was to be nart of a
lareor move which would evenimally mut battalion headquarters in the
Marble Mountain area od NeNang, Rumor had it that Charley and Delta
companies would then bs reassigned to anothar battallon and would,
of counie, remain in Phu Bal to suoport Northern I Corps. Prepara~
tiong werc made which includod a number of "reconnagsaxcs® trips to
North P Bai. Their future working (and 1iving) areas had once
belonged to a Marine contingent hat had become part of the de-cscal-
ation of the war and had gone huve. When the marines left they took
with them almost sverything in »lghte Thus the move wonld also re-
quire a complete overhaul of the new areas, DBrildings had to be rein-
forced and, in same areas, rebuilt,

Seperate "constructicn" platoons were established in cach company
whose sole function was tc rebui'ld and repair. On b March Charley
Company bogan their move, The move itself was exbremely difficult
because the heavy tramsportation equipment needed was not avallable
in sufficlent quantity. Additionally, missions could not be can-
celled hecause of the move and so each company was required to ful-
£411 its operational obligatirns despite the move and the confusion
and work it entalled, It 1s easy to envisisn the problems that this
would (and did) presemt to thn<o individuals working in operations
and aireraft malntonanco, It is a credit to the mainteonance personnel
in both comnandes that dvrine w:nd after the move they were able to
maintain 8R8% availability ¢f alzcraft, Delta Company began thelr move
on 7 March and completed it on 8 ¥arch. Charlsy Commany completed
their m~rve on 9 March,

While move rreparstions wera hoine made the battalion alsc rec-
cived notice that F Troop woul.l o redasignated as Alpha Commany on
12 March arn?! would once sgain ce OPCW to the battalion, This meant
another serieg of classed i'~» =20 ¥ Troop aviators and maintenance
persormel and anothor redisisunition of aireraft, The Charley model
gunships and the LOH's were treded for "H' model slickes and the
training begpan, From 12 March till 31 I° »h Aloha Comnany onerated
in a limited goneral support role while tney trained their pllots
in airmobile operations, A number of aircraft commarders had to be
transferred from Bravo and Charley companies to Alpha Comoany to
mako up for their doficitent of asircraft commanders, and many of the
Commancheroc nilots flew with the othor commanies to receive on-~the-
Job trainimg. On the lst of April the company was put in direct support



of lst Brigade, Bravo Cormany, which hat beon onerating in direct
support of 1st Brigado, beran omorsting in renoral sumport of tho
Division on 1 Anril 1970, Durisg Arril nicht flare mlssions became
a dallv re~uiroment due to incrrasrd enemy activity in the Division
arpa of orerations,

On the nirht of 6 April ™ire Supnort Base Arsenal came under
heavv mortar fire and underwont a severe ground atback. The batta~
1lipn was caller” unon 4o run an emorerncy night insertion into the
firabase Yo rrovent the enemy from cverrunning it, Toen aircraft
woere lanched promatvrely due o - Tk of coor’ination between the
aly mission commander and the ground commemmder. It was discovered,
after the alrcraft were orbiting Cam~ Fagle, that the company com-
Dapder of the infaniry company had nob yet been brdefed on the sit-
uatlon or nlan of action, This resulted in scvere congestion of the
Cay\p Eagle traffic pattern and increcsod the -wssibility ~f a mid-alir
collislon, As soon as the pround cormander had heen brlefed and the
grpund clamonts wero ready the shins made their plckup ant carriod
eloments of the lst Brigade into the Tire Sumport Base to reinforce
the 1/%02 Infantry, The Hawks cscorted tho slicks to tho Firobase and
layed down protective fire whilz the ships touched dowm and dropped
off their loads, The following /iy many cnomy KIA's were dlscoversd
ovtalde tho wire and some of thew> were almost cortainly due to tho
Hewks,

" The battalion was visited by the Ammual Genmersl Inspcctlon Team
om 7 and 8 Avril and passed with flying colors. Preceding this ins-
peption (andl following it) all of the companies received the Command
Maintrnance Msnaroment Inepeotion as well., In addition to passing
all of its inscetions tho poried of March-May was a hallmark for the
battalion as 1t sot a recor® for reenlistments, During the three
month merlod the battalion had It £irst term RA or AUS recenlistmonbs,
ard in doing this the hattalion set the rocord for reenlistments for
an aviation unit,

On the 9th of April two Xingsmen, WOLl John Drow and WOl Rohert
Kovolak, while returning from an insertion nf a reconnaissance team
gouthwest of tho A Shav wu.ler, spotted a downed marine pllot waving
a whito eloth, Whlle nroceeilnz o the recovery mone WOL Drew and
WOl Xovolak came under heavy mrton.tic weapons fire. Nevertheless
they manared to oickup the dmraed piiot and for thelr efforts receiwved
DFC'e and thanks from ono very hopuy werine ~ilot,
© 0On 5 May 1970 an incident ~cuerrsd which proved to bo the greatest
disaster of the yoar for the 1lisi, Aviailon Battallon, The Comman—
ichoros, who were flying in dire~t sapport of 1lst Brigade, were tasked
to nrovide a flare ship for - =iractloc red alert on ono of the fire-

ases, As the shin was clrcling the firebase, and the flare man was
pping I~ wres, one of the flarcs ignited inside the ship, The fla
an triod ungucoessfully to kigk the flare out and saveral mero flayes
mght fire, Theo situation degencrated rapldly and scon the shilyp
tself was on fire, When the atrcraft commander attemntod to aunto-
tats a mid-air collision oceurred when the Huey fell on ton of an
4 gunghip that was glso goverdng the practige red alert, Both shipg
lunged te the rround and were destroyed. As s result of this ine
cident seven Army aviators lost thelr lives, Tive were Commancheros,.




On 12 May 1970, five Commanchero aircraft were used to insert Combat
Enginesrs into the jungle around hill 882 near FSB ghock, to cut out a
desperately needed landiug zone, The unit on the ground bud made heavy
contaet with the cnery and the ships had to brave heavy snall arms Tire
to drop thelr loads, During the auwtempt one ship took 23 hites, several
of them in the fuwl coils, and tho co~pilot, Captain Richard Griffin,
roceived a critical hesd injury, Wwith the ship losing fucl rapldl; the
aircraft cormander rose 9lmost uncontrollably out of tho LZ and left the
area, Knowinz that tho fuadl supply was deteriorating r:pidly the AC flow
to an 0ld fire bage and auntorotated irlo 1t, Another Commanchero ship,
flown by OW2 B,C, Walsh acted 98 ~ m-divac ship and took Griffin and the
crow chief, SP4 Paul Sesrow who haé vi~nl shot in tho leg, to the hospltal,
The following day the pilot ARmcowered tayt ho. alee hal boun:shot in the leg.

Vav 14th marked the departure of ILTC Thomas R, "eadows as n change~
of ~comm~nd corcmony held that meorning gave reinsg Vo LTC WHlliar ¥, Peickoy
"Hth a chango in commanders camc a chango in migeions as th - Cormanchoros
bacamo tke dircet support for tho 2nd Bdas, and the Kingsman bocame dlrsot
support for tho 18t., The Widows assumed « gonoral support rolc for tho divie'#
sion and the Howks were, 28 slwavs, providing gunships in genernl support of
the dlvision, The rost of tho monih of May provod to be fairly active for
tho battalion, At this timo the 272 Infantry Battnlion wes in contact al~
most on a dnily basisorouni hili2- 812 and 714. An oporation wms schoduled
v raplace. the 2/502 with tho 2/327 Infantry tut wns cnneollad in ordor to
creocute an emergency ertraction mis=ion of FSB Vechel, Theo battalion carried
tho battl. to tho enary wost of the Song Bo rivaer toward the ond of May by
combit nssnulting tho 2/502 Infantry, 1/501 Inf, 1/327 Inf, 1/506 Inf, and
54th #<VN ogimonts into onemy strongholds on a dally bnsis,

Tho month of Mav onded with goma astounding statisties, During the month
the battallon flow » total of 6693 hours and had earriod 23,149 troops on
various miasslons,, The Fawks 5ot their highiwavk ~»f tho yoir with 109335 -
beumtflownsby Jobre gunships,

The month of July wis to hocomo tho most memor-ble month of the verr,
Headquarters company h~d beer raguir.d by Cwmp Eaglo Brso Befonss to sond
out ambushes severn] times s wocl sinco March, On tho 9th of July an eight
man smbush left the perimeter 800 hoiurs and moved to a position about 600
mators outside Camp Eagle nand near wuo village of Gia Lo, RVNe 4%t 2245 hourd
2 8gund of Viet Cong Guerilliams w.i%ed oubt tha village on tho trail hoing
ambughod. Tho patrol leader initi-ted the awmoush hy detonating his ctay-
morce m'nes nd a 45 mimuto fire fiht followod. :









