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As the yaar 1969 was orawing to a closf3 SAVeral chanFPS werP. taking 
place which would grA~tly ~rrect the operations of the 101st Aviation 
1-lattalion (Asaaul·t He'..r..icopter) (!<lrmohUe) during the corning ;vear. 

On l December, 1969 A.1.nha Company., 101st Avn '11n was ror~es1gnated 
as F Troop, 2/17th Cavalry an~ ca'lle under th~ operational ooni:.1 1 of 
the 2/l7th Cav. For the next f-=,ur weeks Alpha. Company went through e. 
strenuous traininp: pror1ram which soupht to educate their pilots and 
aircraft comnno.ers in cavalry J,,nctlca a.nrl provide them with a. suit­
able background :for thf-3 mission::; ·1;!:cy would receive as a cavalry 
troop. Additi.onally thAJr wero to hB piven Lip:ht Observation Heli­
copt0rs and "Charloytt model gunships., .. On tho 26th of 'December F 
Troop became ofJElr.!ttionw.. as an air ca:!folry troop And by the lat of 
Jromary, 1970 were performing such missions ns viRual r~connaissance 
with infant,ry pln:toons of fl 'J.1:r.oop1 2/.L7th Cav, aupp0~ing rang6r•opc~ 
ations, downed l'tircra.f't recovery, nnc:1 the nonto(l.iv:laional mission of 
eunpo1'-t;ing the 3~ Foroo Reconnlli.asance Com-oRny1 TTSMC. 

0PPrB.tion Randolph Gl~n. which har br-?~n on 6 PecembA.t'1 1969, 
was off to a slow atlU"t. ,due to the eY."bl'l"lTl.el,"r a.averse we A.th or conaitions 
-prr.:,aent d11ri.M the latter rnont'rv.1 of the Houthwast lfonssona. The 
1-:reathcr aeverelv 1.imi tr--ci hoth thr-> numhor ,:yr1.d oft'ec'l:.ivcmoss of missions 
+'lown primarily b~cR.Uso of redn-:.-e:l visah111ty. The wenther situation 
iTll'nair0d many visual roconnaissMce missions so that th'1 r0conna1.sa­
anoe of :'Jome arc-na was at hnst inco-rm1ete. The -redticed visahility, 
how-nvAr1 Fmhancnd thn enemy's ca,.,ahilit~r to T>erform P-round recone of 
friAndl:v posi tiona and i nstallat1.ons. 

J;mnary lot found Rrnvo Comuo.n.v in direct support of. tho lat 
'Rrip.ad.e, 101st .l\irborne Division. Ch,u-ley Con.m.my was in direct 
aupnort of tho 2nd 'Rrigllde, 101st Airborne Di.vision, and Delta Compnny 
was in f,'nnoral su·oport of tho Division. Due to tho weather only 6770 
sorties were flown by all three companys during tht:'l month or J am1.ary. 
This riroved. to b0 a blossing in disr:uise, however., becllll.se the bn.tta­
l'lon at this t:l.tne wn.s mcpr.rir.nct-;;-g a critical. personJlEll ahortnge and. 
could not r-tff'ord n hP~vy opera-ci.ou~l land. Additionally the ro.pid 
turnov0r of ka~r officer '!)0.ri:;or.n:;i j _ crcatocl 0ifficultiea because many 
ropla: c:1ments hoo to ho tr~1111· t ·;.d~ilo ox:,.::,oricnced avintors wore trans­
.fared out of the battalion bi M.hh .:>r hEJN:lqnilrtors, 

In mid~muary F Troop c::t'_,~:,:.i..0riced its first disnstere Fl.'Ving 
on n. classified mission with rr•r:ir11bc.rs of the 3rd Force RcconnaissMCe 
Company the le ad ship into a '0 l nq,.:.flo LnnclinP, Zone suddenly lo st 
noworo It was nevor d.otP.rmine1i if' th.to was due to e-np.:ine :failure 
or nn onemy RP<} round. The c-'L:.:abled shi"p auto-r0tat0d onto tho LZ 
but foll short in such n rnaurl':n:· Um.i", it wound up tr:etr--ring on th<'I 
edr,e of ::i. cliff• Ono of th~ m;u:-1.nns jumnc.c3 o,tt of thfl ship and 
rulled the injurnd co-nilot out or the rircrnt't. Shortly thereafter 
tho ship f'P.11 hnckwarda., burRt into :flnm0s., tt!'\c1 then :rollf'd fivo 
hundred f. ~t down thr. ,aide of the mountRin. 1,Jhi.le punships covered 
the ~ownrd aircraft .~~ the other slicks nrov,pocl off thdr pax into 
tho J,A.nni.M" '7.one, the emorr,<'mcy si.ren ~t the Hideout her ehntt ,"1:red 
the mid-morning calm and a half c102.en crf!Ws ra.c0d to their Rhir,a to 
a+,tflmnt a reoov0ry or th~ clm.rn~a a1.rc:ra.ft and its oncupants. Despite 
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the res,,uo attemots of all co1100,.'!led, however, the inc1.dent left 
three crew members arid three mnrines dead11 Th0 ship was destroyed 
whero it had come to rest a,:xl tbo mission itself hnd to be o.bor'redo 
We pay tribute bore to tha:b ·unknown marir.a whoso courage and quick 
thinking saved the lire of 1st Lieutenant John Carlson. 

The weo.ther cleared up in 'Ji'obruary as the monsoons were drwdng 
to a close, and RS a result l.5s-CY.10 sorties were flown in Feb1'Uary 
in au.npo!>t of the 101st Air-bor::J Division (AirmobiJ.e) o Supnort 
during 'i:,lrts period w;s also pro,:-.:..dod for Special ForcAs Commarrl and 
Cont1•ol Nol't.h m:l.ssior.: s, A'fnTN forc:3 in' I Corps• ana to the 1st Brl-­
~ade, :5th Mec;1:.rnized Divisiono :m mid-February the battalion recei ... • 
vaa notice i,k-.!; Cbo:iley ;ind Delta cc.mT)nnies woulct bP. rer,uirod to move 
from the old J✓,c,1~ 36 Area to North Phu Bai. Thia was to b0 nnrt or n 
larF?or movo which would event,uaL1y nut ba.ttru.ion headquarters in the 
MarbJ.e Mm.:.nt:ti.n area ad naNange Rwnor had it that Charley nncl Delta. 
compmtes l'!t1ulrl thP-n be reassigned to anothar battnlion and would., 
of c0'.r:-:m4 remain in Phu Bal to aunport Northern I Corpao Prepara­
tions wero made which inclucfod a. number o:f 11 reconnasssr.t:' ·s'' trips to 
Mo1•th Phu Baio Their future wo:rklng ( and 11 ving) arena had onoe 
belonged to a. Marine oontinger.-r, -~,hat hoc become part of the de..oscal­
ntion of the war ancl had gone hc,.,•1.e n ·when the marire e left they took 
with them al.moat everythinre in :/ €,!ht. Thus the move would also re­
quire a complete overhaul of the nl:lW a.reaso B11ildings had to be roin­
f t1rcod and, in same areas, rebuilt. 

Soporate "construction" platoons were ostablishec1 in each company 
whose sole .function was to rebu:1:.Ld and repair. On 4 March Charley 
Company bog an their move O Tho move itself was a"t~remely clifficult 
becmise the heavy transportation equipment neenod was not available 
in sufficient quantity. .A<lditionally, miaaions could not be can­
celled because of the move @d so en.ch company was required to ful.­
fill its operational. obliga-t;:1.rna despite the m("IV'e and the confusion 
nnd work it entailod 0 It is ea...•,y to envisi·:m the prohlome that this 
would (am did) presmlt to t,hn-:;o i n~ividuru.a worldng in oµornt1.ons 
and airers.ft maint,,nruico:, It is a crAr.'!it to tho nurl.ntDnance personnel 
in both cmnr,aniee that chJ.Y•inp .~a:<\ after the move they w0.re able to 
maintain BA% ava1lnbi1i.t;.r cf ;rl!"f.:, ~ .. aft. 'Delta Cr'lmPany be{?nn their mow 
on 7 March and nompletod i•;; on 8 1•73,roh. Charley r.olJlnany completed 
their m~ve on 9 Marcha 

While mov~ nrepro.-a·i:.:'.onl!l w~re hf?i:~~ m.iwe th') battnlion also rec­
oived notice thl3.t F Troop W0\: ~.:1 -oo 7'8o~s~nnted ne Alpha Comnnny on 
12 March anc1 would once afM1n ;:e OP0:rt~ ·to the battaJ.ton. This meant 
ano'ther eerios of clo.ssea -;·r~ .. -:.:.--.o F 'l':t'OO'{'> aviators atrl maintenance 
peraonnel encl anothJr reditrt.i•.: ur;:d.on of aircraft. The Chlll'ley moo.el 
gunships and too LOHre were "L!'c:•~'cn. for 11 H11 moclel slicks and the 
training hep-an" From 12 March ·bill 31 Mn.rch .Al-nh.ct Comnany 0;1erat0d 
in a limited goneral support role while thGy trainoc. their pilots 
in n.imobile o-peratione o A number of aircraft co111marrlera h:w to b(' 
transferred from Bravo nnd Charley companie s to Alpha. Comoany to 
make up for their 0cficient of aircraft commanders., nnd many of th0 
Commanchero nil.ots flew with the oth.3r comnan:i.es to receive on-the-
job traini~ ~ On the lat of April tho company was put in direct suriport 
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of · lat Rrigac'l.e. RrtIVo r.0nn!ln'V,q which hnr boon onAratirig in cj rect 
eurrport of lat Brigaa.o., b0p·m1 onc-rnting in r~~n()ral euFnort of tho 
Divisinn on 1 A"1rll 1970. Du:r':J:c,g i\nril n111;ht f.1a.re mi:;siona became 
a o.ailv re,..uirornent clue t,o inc.,..f"'~srr en0my Mtivlty in the Diviston 
arf3a of oneratif?ns. 

On tho ni.rht of 6 April 'll'iro ,t:;upnort R.q,se .Arsenal oan:e una.1:~r 
hea~r mortnr fire anr und0rwont a sevore ground at·liack. The batta­
lipn w.q,s caller" unon to run a.n r>r.:n:,:-p<'nc~r night inael'-t.ion into the 
f'ir,,'hase to nrc'trent the enemy f·l'or:1 c,~rnmni~ it 0 Tan aircraft 
werA ltlll.nohed prema:i;'Grely due to , :~'.LC!k of cooJ."f'inat,icn bP.tween the 
ai+' mission co1'111innde,~ and tho P,l"'(":..i.:.d oommnnder 0 It wns d1 scove.red, 
nfter the ai..-craft wore orbiting Cam·" :Ragle,, tha;I:, the company oom­
uahde1, of the infnntry company hud not, yet boen b.r~0fod on the sit­
u.n:tion or :)lllil of action. This r0sul'c,ed in severe corwestion of' the 
car.ip Eagle traffic po.ttern and incre::i.sod tho ·10ssibility <"f a. mid-air 
cotUis:ton" AB soon as the prcnmd coP-,,nnder had boon briefed anr1. the 
!!,r!)tmc'l <']amonts wero :ready the ahiT')s nm.c1o their- pickup nnd carried 
o:14)1n0nts nf the 1st Brlreade into the li'ire Su"1port Bo.se to reinforce 
thf:3 l/~02 Infr.i.nti"Y'. The Hawks escorted th•) slicks ·\;o tho 'Firohaeo nnd 
l83'8d c'!own pro·tccti-ue f"1ro whil,3 the ships toucher! down lll'ld c'roppod 
oft th0ir lnr.rlso The following ,:'-1-y 1nany enemy KIA'a wcro ~iacovored 
O't'ltside tho wir-0 nnc son:e of the ,,:> WC're :1.l.moat c0rtninly duo t-o tho 
Hawks 0 

• The hattnl.i<m wns visitec hy tho Annual General. Inspection Te3lll 
on1 7 and B Aprl'l nnc". pnasec\ with flying colors. P:receding this ina­
prttion (o.rrl followin~ it) nll of' the companies reccivec\ the CommMd 
Mntt.nt,.,nanoo !'l'mnr-cmcnt Inapeo-t.i.on as wallo In t10dition to passing 
nlll. of its ina"'Ootions tho T)C'r1Nl of ?'I arch-May was a hru.lmlll'k r or the 
battalion !lB it sot a recorr' for roonlistmcntso Durincr tho three 
month 1")0riod the bnttali0n had 11.i. first tem RA or AUS reonlietm,m-ts, 
am in doing this tho hattnli0n set the rooord for reenliatmonts tor 
an aviation unit. 

On the 9th nf A-prll two ?:1.12ger.cnan, W01 John Drow and WOl Rohert 
J(ovola.k, while retu:rnim from a~ msortion 0-r ~ reconnn.ieaa.nco teron 
~outhwest of tho A Shau ,i u~~!.e~v spo·btecl n downed marina pilot waving 
1n white oloth. Wbile nroc..;0,1..: .• 1g t .. .., the rocavery aone WOl Drew nnd 
WOl Kovolak oame undor heavy n~11·.0 ·: .. \·:to wea-;')0na firo. Neverthelel'la 
;they manEw.ed to 0iclrup tho dmmcl;• pt:o·b nnd for their ef rorts receiiJJed 
PFC' a i.nd thanks from 0120 ve~.:~v l1FJ:l1J.'{ r.,n''l.';l•~ T)ilot. 
• On ; May 1970 on incit10nt ·c ,~.:.}u.rr:,,:l whic.:h proved to ho the greatest 
'diSA.ster of· the year fnr the :1.c..•.i_si., A~-:La·1,1on Bnttalion. The Comma.n­
!choros, who wore :r.I.y:tng in cl·i ".'er-t', support. of lat Br:i.r,ade., wr•rfl ta.eked 
;to prov;lde a fl(ll'O ship for ., ~;.r·r,.:!t:tc,a reci alert on one of the f:lre-

aso s. .As th0 shin was circling the fir0ba.so, and the naro mnn wae 
pping flnros.11 one of the narcs ignited inaicl.e the shi'('. The flare 

an triod unaucoosstu;l.l.y to kip~ the flal'0 O'Ut l'lP,d eaver:u m<"ro :f'lEWeS 
ought firG o The situation degenerated rnpidly and soon the ehiP' 
tself was on fire. When the aircraft connnand0r attempted to auto­

tat,"I) a mid-a.1r collision occurred when the Huey fell on tnn of an 
i.4RA gunahip tl'la~ was tµso oover:l,ng the practiqe red a:t.e:rt. Beith sl'Jip~ 
plunged to the r:rriund and wero destroyed. As a result of tliis :!,.n.., 
cident seven A:rrrry av:ta.tora lost their llvea. Fiv0 were Cormnanoheroe. 
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On 12 ~a.y 1970, five Commanohero aircraft were used to , insP.rt Combat 
Engineers into the jungle around hill 882 near FSB Shock, to cut out a 
desperately needed land-tug zone. The unit on the ground b-:1.d made heavy 
contact with the one-c,~;v a."l.d the ship:J h'!l.d to brave he~.V'V srud.1 arms fi:re 
to drop their lon•lo1o1 Dll!'ing the a·i,"tcmpt one flhip took 23 hi tf'f, several 
of' tham in the fu{:>1 colla, anti tho co-pilot, a.-:i.pta.:!.n ~ch~rd Grlffin, 
received a. critical he1~d injury. With the ship losing i'uol t"apict:::· the 
aircraft OOJITT!l.Wder rose il.most uncon-t.rollahly out of tho LZ q,nd left tho 
a.reao Knowing ·~hat tho fuol supply was deteriorating r •pidly- tho ~O flow 
to an old firo ooae and autorot:-itad i!•!;o it. ti.nother Commrtnchero ship, 
flown by aw;2 B. C, Wil.sh acted ~s ., ~i:.•.- ::-.:.vac ship a.ncl took. Griffin and the 
crow chief, sP4 F~l Sesrow \Ibo h11.c1 ·c.,~'•'"'.l:. .)hot in tho leg, to the hospi t1l. 
The following dey tho pilot rl:t-s-c0v:ere,:t t~·1t :ho, .,J.:s0··hl.'\'l.boun,6h("I; in the leg. 

rrty 1L~t'n m~ked tho depnrture of LTC Thomas 'R.. 1•a!.'\dows 'lS fl. c:hf).nge­
of-comm..,,nd corc:mJOny hold that mo·i•ning g,!ve reins· ,t,'s, :LTO Wi.lli'l.l" ir. Pe1~oy 
TT:i. th :1. ch'1.ngo in co:mm~ndors came a ch·rngo in missions ~s th • Oomna.nchoros 
bnco.rno tl:e cli:roct support for tho 2nd Bdn,, ,ind the KingsJno.n boclllllo di.root 
support fo:.." tho 1st. The Widows assu.rrted 'l gonor'll support rolo for tho div:1-·~­
sion 5!.n:1 the H'lwks were, ?.a alw-:i .. v-i:i, providing gunahips in gcnornl supporl of 
tho division. The rost of tho nior.1~;h of May provod to bo f'a.i.rl:y nctivc for 
tho battilion. At this timo the 2/;::~2 Infantry B'1.ttnJ.ion \M.S in contact o.1-

Moet on :i ·hily b1si~nroun•l hills.· 8:::::,: 1.11d 714. An opo'I':,,tion "tl!\S sohodulcd 
'l.iO r<:ml1.ce. the 2/502 with tho 2/32'7 Inf'l.ntry but was 011ncollod in O't"tiOl'.' to 
c,,:ecut0 ~n, omergoncy a,·trnotion mis·-ion of FSB 1Te$ol, Th{;) b.1.ttalion c-:t.rried 
tho bnttl. to th0 en0!!'y wcat of tho Song "&> rivor tow'U'd tho ond of }if'l.:V by 
oo~b1.t ~sn~ulting tho 2/502 Ini'~ntry, 1/501 Inf', 1/327 Inf, 1/506 Inf, ~nd 
54th 4..-..VN "loglJ:!lonta into onomy strongholds on 11. d.'lily b"'..sis. 

Tho month of }.f"'IY ondod with sorn(j ~stounding stri.tistios. l)uring the month 
tho batt'3.lion f'J ow n tot'\,]. of 669.3 hours '\Ild had or.i.rriod 21,169 troopa on 
Vl'\!'ious miss;lons,., The Fawlra- sot·, their. high·.,p,q:r·l}. ,.,f th~ yfr~ ~th, 1093i5 • 
~UJ$."ci~o~~by 001:ir~ gunships. 

Tho I'lonth of July W'.R to hocol'lo tho most memor~ble month of thfl yw,r. 
Headqu,'lrtot"o aomp·1.ny· h 1 d been ,•oq:.dr,,ri by c,,mp E<J.P,'lo B,,.so Befonao to Pond 
out ambushes sover'l.1 tiT1Jas a. w0c,\ Rinco l11fqrch. On tho 9th of July "l.ll oight 
m1.n am.rush 10ft the porimotor ·:~GO hl)1 !:rs and movorJ. to 'l. position ~bout (i)Q 
Motors outside C,mtp Eri.glo n.nd nc-=L:r -.;i,10 -.-1 ll'lga of Gia Lo, ~VN. 'l.t 2245 hours 
a. squ1.d of Viot Cong Guerillas v, ·:1.'md 0n·t. th.; villago on tho tr::u.l hoing 
::unbushod, Th0 p'l.trol leudcr ini t,.:-~1;ed tho ,r-iou.sh hy doton:1.ting ½is c.11.y­
!'loro ll!J nos 1.nd a 45 minuto fi T.'o f:l ~ht followodo 
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Tho p·1trol c1llod for tho ro:1.ction force -which 1.rrivod ".t 'l point whon tho 
11~bush p1.trol w--ts ;lr.}oat out or "...T'l-r,,uni tion iJ.nd h•id lost r11.dio cont1.ct with 
Sector 1),.J' cmso. A swear w-1s • M·ido undor illwu n:itj on ·1n1 t1-1·- do 1<1 VO woro found 
1~ wall flS 2 A.I.{. 47' a, one llPG l'lunchor, -'lnd a 1•110},:s..,_ck i'uL. of food, clothing 
:ind othor supplios. It W"'\S tho n.:::r-,t succosi:iful 1.nbu&h of the ~7C"r for B'-l.Be 
Defense r..nd g-wo the b:i.tt'llion th<J first onarf!').r 01.su'l.ltios ,m, to grounrl coTllb".t 
a.ctiona o 

]-fissions c:hqngod ~g,in on 1.3 Jul7 as il CoJllpuny bcc~<J eon:-.'l'.'ql. <'!\l.pno:rt 
to thn divi8ion ·1n1 C CoJllpCJ.ny boc"l:.CJ th· . direct support COl"IP'l.Il~"' f.'or tho 2nd 
B'lo. Tho ro·:J ".r:tlon on t.hc Go11or'"' .. 1. -=ir;;::,10rt was, of course, tho CCN riJ.RsionR., 
ThGSo 111issions often inv-olvod fl~•·ing .:..1~:i classified A_ror>,.s to 1rop in ~pocir.iJ. 
1-'orcca Tc'-ll'lS. r.iu:1. 1..n of-r.on tho tf) ·•""J 1-JOUJ.d l'l.'lko cont1.ct upon la.nrling i"' the L'7. 
or shortl~r thoro e'-tor, ::ind c0 ·orgnncy O'/.trnction would be nnocnss,ry in order 
to s.wo the k.•~1. 'l'ho fa.ct tht.1.t tho onony us~-:l ~ J.-rgonu"bor- YJf ;~nti-~.ircr'lft 
wo~.pons in tb iso l\rO'l.S r~.::i.do OCN that ro1uech JT10ro 1-,ngorouso "!)u.ring th(I po-riod 
thRt tho 0oTJ7'1•.!llc.horos woro flying CON, thoy hti.d tl✓-' .,;vi 1.tors killed, tw wound­
o1, four shipR rl"Jl'l1.gcd 'l.nd ono sh:i.p totolly do$troyGd. Ul of this ,,r's done 
by hostiJ.,:i fir0 in tbo ronoto r:10unt-:d.n'3 ·a.nri junglo t:000 ~ilos frcr- horw. 

On th0 20th of July tho Con"'1.n<.•hJros h'\d C>n~, .ot these CON Miss ions. 
Af'tor pickin~ up the Special Ji'orco~ ·oN Troops tho ship hcr.d.od wost. Tho 
,i-Jstin,.,_tion w1.s ~ cl.1.ssified ~C'\ 1,1: . • the mis .. ion w:ts to drop of OCN troops 
w1 then roturn hono. Tho 101.d ship ~:.~mdoi -ind droppo1 of its lo-id 'lOd f'.S 

it wr.1.a leaving tho LZ tho sh:tp too 1- ho1vy firo. 'l.iklilo '.1.ttmptinP, to g,,,in 
o.ltiturlo t.b0 0ng:in(: W'S !-oit by q_utn-r,-..tic W(:"1.T)r'lns firo .-,_nil tho sl}.i-o c.,_ught 
on fir0, Wl."1] the loss of ongino powo't' tho ·1.ircr ... ,ft c,r:.,..._--.n-lo:x- ntterintnd to 
'lutorot'lto but h'l.1 no wtwro to go. 'l'ho ship ln.nde<.'I. on sol"'\e· t:c.•0011 unti cro.ahed. 
!'.!varono on the ship h'1.1 to evaaute it-the r.hip now an~lfe1 in fl'D'10S- but 
the co pilot did not w..ove. Either de<t..1 or unconsciouv h'J V"S rmllorl out of 
the ship bv th~ 11ircr~t commander" .\ followi n~ ship, pDote"l l)y t,X)l J• . .,_rc 
Goo:lell, hmrert1d ovor the survivors -in1 threw out. l·d/1.o"t'B 1-nd l"l-iquiro rigs. 
Dcspit(t tho intense inoo,."r.\:ing fire, tho rescue ship -r::lP"-uno➔ wh0tf) it W1.S 

while ov0r:v---no bGlow str'l.ppod th ,:.Ri;,o"lvos)rn to tho 't'08 c ' 0 l ".':1-'lor.s ~ The co-pilot 
i,,1.a str•ppe-:1 into ". r:,l.'lguiro which t_,.._,.:i C!1.nght fire ftilrl fino.lly an"ppod... -\{:I a 
rosuJ.t tho on-pi10t fell to th.<1 grnu"'ri ".n1 w,.s )rilled. 'l'ho slli-p itaolf W''l.S 
tot,lly -:lcatroyo"i l'\Ilrl tho !ld.ss10t• -:>.bcirto1, lmt ,..11 other porsorinol ,.rn:r.o r.0suort. 
-~a "- roault of his cour'lr,00us res cue -:,t;tcr•pt tho rdrcr-.ft coJ11r'lnior ni' tl1Q 
roscuu shi·--p rucaivo,~ the s:tlvor s·l:, 1 r .. 

Thro,~ '"11,:,rs 1 '1tur ~n ·iction W'l:1 to t.'lko nl,.co -wlHcb 1,10uJ.-'! 7'r. :sult in tho 
P.,tto.JJ.on hoing sucri ttorl for the l rcsi :!.-:inti ·l i!ni t r,i t 1.tion. In tho wo£-Jka 
follow:l.ng the ·.ctj on wi n,t,ors of the b:~tta.110n 't'ocoivi:,ci 55 Distinguish0''1. 
'.'.i'lying Crosses 1.n-'I 2/4 nr ;,,ed'\J.s wit,h V ti.e~·l1J0 for v-:iJ.or. 't'ho ,'lction W'lP the 
e--:t:--:1otion of A.~·orio:u1 troops 1.n~l supplios fror. ll':lro SUpport B'lS<.l "q,ipc0't'd. 
The onuny h -vl boon putting ho·1.vy prosfluro on tho fi.'t'a b1S:'l sj nc,J tho· beginning 
of June. By tho :"'i,.1"11.o of.' July tho firr:ib'l."30 W".S sur:roun1oct ~ni t~~ng sn-ul 
n.ms c>tl•3 a.utr.m':l.tic .f':iro; 360 ·1ngree f:\rtillory a.n.1, r,,nrt'\l'.' firo hi_. firoo~o 
~poort is.iJ ~r. It bcc,.,,-e r.bvioua th'lt tho losses 1-)oinp; sust-, inod l)~r US J'o:r-cos 
on '"'.ipoord w~.s unq,cor:~,t--.b.lo. •\.n Clp ·"l"-.t 0n vns. rl".nnofl; thoro.foro t"' o·· t-rrtr:t 
rul forces on tho f "rn br~st:,. The t'l.r~et 1.uto w-1.s 23 Ju.l·v 1970. On th(.) M0rn­

ing of th 2.3r i tho ~hips f.ror., '111 throe l~.ft ool"U'.1.nics 1n ~ t"in 11 ght firo 
to1.T.~ f:ror,r D Cortp,,_ny lift,d off tno·1 r v .'l.rlrus "P"l.S •mi loft f0~ ttipoor1. Hpcin 
ro ·~chi Il£$ tl:l c fire bn.so tho onoountoroi h ouvy S"~ tll 1.r.:1y; .fi T',:; • Shi m:1 going intn 
the firoh-is~ cncount .iro·l .51 <::ll..libr0 rn'l.chino gim positions fro~ 3 si:'loa ·mi 
Mort -.r fir0. fro"'l st<Ver'11 ·liffcront ~11roctions• 
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,\s soon 1s tho u-·tr1.ction b. 1?-1.Il tho cnoliiy st'lrto 1 rlmpping r-iot".r oun-w 
on the firo baso with mortn.ra lropping intri tho LZ anrl -1ut.on"tic firo 
comng frol"l throe liroctions the bo.tt!)].i0n bog~n i ta 'l.ppro,..ch into the 
L'Z• Fr0quontly, gt1nl'lhips h•rl to pc:f)iM.on thori~a nlvos betw on· lift ~ir­
cr'lft nn1 cnw.y nnsit:i.on<- in orrlor -t.0 1.eliver nautr~lizing firo vhich • 
rc·luco i th0 h 1.Z1.t'r1S oncountorort by tho lif·h rlrcr'lft orrivin~ -i.rd rlo­
p'lrting the fir0b[1R00 

:\. atrrry w::is tolrl by <;1,n inf-:,ntr~"'l-W 1ttor tho o· tr'l.oti1m W'"'.' ' oorinJ.oton 
i.bout rt huoyl:.hnt wra_s on fin1l 'lppro'\ch. t,bon tho ship ms nb-iut 25 T'lotcrs 
off the ground 'l. l''tc,rt~ir roun'l e•rpl o·t,i ·l . nt tho point 1,Jhor~. tho ship wt.s "1.00Ut 
k lM<l • Tho c,·plosic,n roc1<:o1 the 1tirc'I'F1f tt. uni ahr"T)IltJl to,..o 'l.p'lrt the 
plO"'·igl~ss on tbo fr"nt of tho holicoptcr but tho pilot c.,lnly g0t tho ship 
un'lor control .-,n·i touched 1.own m top nf'. tho cr1.tor whil~ the inf/'\nt~cn 
clir-,bc·'l. rn b:n.ra.. Tho ahip hrt ,. 1. il•!Jlloncl 1J·1..:I nto l on its si-lo ,.._n, this at0rJ 
typifior\ tho heroi.c 'lctions porfl)r .. ,r, ! by nvi ,.t0rs of this b'1.tt"lion -'lu.:r.ing 
'.;h0 o·-•tr~ctinn of tho firomso. "!Jlcn tho m~sinn W"'.S co'Mnlntc"l nr-t f'no sh1p 
h·vl been lnst o.n"l tho b1ttri.lion h"i nnne of the '\Vi".to"'.'S ld.llo·1 nr mun"lo-i.. 
On 30 July, tho b11tt,.,.lion h-.~ one C&C, 44 olicks, ~'l tW'l light firo te.-.r,,s 
invol vc3 in ,,_ Cl\ i ntn th0 en.stern o-:1go of tho /lsh .-,u 1r.-,J.J.oy, 'rho or.,.plr:f1'1ont 
nf' ar,10kc :in·l CS nircrnft, 11n·l :i ho-:i:,;y conc,:i11.tr~1.tinn of T~.0 ~.:l.r, '.lrtollery. 
:inl gun::ihipa ::i.saurr/ l tho success of :;ho C~o 

In ~gust opor~ticns oontinuei ":\S um11l (,"' capt th '\t it w,_a tir.,o t" begl.n 
thinking rif. t'ho npprn ... ching monsoons o In propor,tinns, tho ooPlp'tnir.JS b:-:.1;'1.Il t.n 
cornont thn s:-i.n"lb~g orr,pl:i.cCJl"'lonta 'l ·oun1. tho bun!:0rs, c':'n::itruct; 'Wl")nicm filhuttors, 
n.n:l, in gonr:irnJ.., w,tot"p"t"oof brl.l -1ings in prooorations for. tho honvy r'\ins. 

On Soptcr:iber 6th, op11r'1.tion T : ,"»'3 st'1.r ond0"l o:n1. opcr0.t·ion Jcfforson 
Glen bogan. Tho opor'1.tion -r,:hich st0cd. out Most turd.np, th0 0'1!"1 .... phr.v~o of 
Joffcrson Glon ~s tho <:r'trnct:i.c,n of fir!Jb'\ao Veghol. r,ft1ip, nn1 Tonncsso00 
Uong with _ths0s, rmo b-J.tt~inn nf ~.no-rin1.ns n.nr:l one b!'l.tt'3.liC'n of J.·.mt s woro 
e:,ctrA.ote,1. Tho tiolt' b1.tt'l.li0ns h~i boon pln.cc"l no~.-r tho sout}J and o? tho ishl\u 
V'J.1.loy a.n-i the fire bi.sos ha.i boon n~c11pi01 to support thnm. The biggest prob­
lon oncountered dur~ ng this tir.lu 1-1~s t.ha deterior".ting we'.'.thor. Tho insertion 
went '\S plr1.nnod 1::ut tho cr·tra.~e,ion h1vl tr bo 01.llad off bl)c·,.uso of low ceilings 
and rain. A C-130 :=!.ro:ope1 roaupp:..ies in on 1.ttonpt to ti l:) t.li.e troops over 
until the b~ttr.i.J.ion could e"tract t:1.a.11. Tho 1-fonsoons wo~c wmll on thoir W'lY' 
ti,nd tho 1:i.vision wri.s starting to f:-C.l b'lck into its winter fighting position 
thus Ma.ldng tho a.cttvo arc~ of opor9.·tions r:\Uch s1;,-;llor. T)u:l'.'ing Ootobor th:, 
rain oontinuei r.n1:l sovo-rnl typhoo1.s hit t,h(,) South Chin'l So!,. ~t ono part­
icul-ir tino n. t,nhoon got so closo to tbo const th~i.t -,_a f\ r:roc~1, tion'1.!'y M.011-

sur·o·, :th,;- Kingsnh,rr flaw a•,rnry fJ.yaHc :ii::."c:-~,lf't to -:U'lng Tri. to w-d t out th0 ato1"'., 
'"'issions ch ·ngo~1 on th0 10th of (J:::t0 brn• n.s A Co~puny boCJ\r.,.0 D.s. to 2n 1 B1e 
~n1 G Col'1pany boc'11!1G GS t0 tho 'livision. 

The rri.onths of Nove:nb0r n.nd "Docer•1b0r provc:l to bo•;q1liettr•f'lntlis :1 n rn•\l "\tinn 
to provious ~ctivi ties• Ul cori- ,n:i.os c~n+:1:nuc ~ th':lir n't"irri-:ir~.,. ,..,:i.s sions with 
u,nw:i.voring 1.ctom:1.n.-ition in spite of incl(·I'\ont w:::~thor. 

It is 0ur opr.cific w-lsh t~ .)- press ~rttitu·10 fo:i.• our follow 'f!lan ,,Jh" SQ"'ve,, 
side by sido with onr: 1notheir -in1 1:i.on. Their va.lor; their g..,111.ntr:.r; thoir 
i,.,._pl'lc:-i.blo forti tudo tc, contlbnuo in sni to of soa·'ingly insur.mount"bL, orl ~s· 
s0ts ,'l prosi h.moo th'\t. lo:w0s us htmblo in '1.ppr0ci~tion. 
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