
... i!' (\ ~:' 
.., .• . 

!,, . . 1 , r. I , ' 

l "<'6 . ;,ti ~. l '• ·" 
. • t' r. . . 

I I * 

. ' ·t !:i:' . ,: . . 
.. ·.· :..:_, , .. , 

• . -

J{Odflt_s & 'Brown 
603 W. 'Wulo{ .LanL 

:Fort Coffins, CO 80524 

! I* * 
' \ 

17 TH · 

AVIAT ON CO. 

* 

------ --------

· 1968 ·. 
• ANNUA · 

• UNIT HIS:- ORY . 

1) , i 
·- •• • . 

. . · .. , 

.·' } 



SI:C'IIOi: XV 

SEC1':t Ci1 X'!I 

TET OFF:Ul8IVE, T;,.s:, Fmc.:i: B:illlwR 
(15 J8nu, ry 196n to 31 March 1968) 

OPEfJ<'I'IOES SUP} Olt'l'.rl-!G T:-IE llT:t BRIG.I\Dl: AT I:liC ~ 1 ! ·, 

(1 April 1968 to 31 July 1968) 

D&'?E!ISE OF Iii; T;-;JJI , Tl.SIC FOllCii: GALLOWAY 
(1 August 1968 to 31 October 1968) 

OP:':~i-.'IION VT~ID. ·OH LAEE II 
'l Noverr,ber 1968 to 31 December 1968) 



- ~~ -......,, : 

TET Oll1'EN8IVE ,- ,O}filLdTICli .. NOPJ'OLJ( -VlOTORI-. , , · r· ;., 
. • {i Jl'.nusry 196!3 to 30 April 1968) • . 

The e .-•r l y pe.rt of 1968 will long be remembered in Vietnam. ~emy troops 
stt?.ged the i r greatest offensive of t he long wer in t :1e f i r s t two months of t he 
n•J:1 year. One of t he hottest e.nd mo.st contested e.rea s in the c::mnt ry was Qna.'lg 
lii;"<'. i CHy , i n the Northern port ion of t he 174th AviF..tion Compe.r1J''s n:rea of 
oper c tions . ~ 

-.~- The Sh; rk (UH-lC) gunships end .the DolJ!n Hrn:..ui·) elicks" ~fc~he 174th·,we~e 
'-#repeateclly call~o. upon to' put forth t heir grea.test effort to repel,· Viet Cong Mc1. 

N.V.A. offens ives. On 31 Janue.ry r.t approxime.tely 05CO ho11rs, - t.he pr~.mary .Shark 
gun11:1ip teein was scrrmbled to ~ue.ng rlgd City , WO Rt1.ssel Doert&lll and his pilot 
\-:O :Michael Nagno, founc: e. _b2.t tr.lion sized eneiey unit was tryinr; to s1:rround the 
t }1e ~11,:-J1g Ngci Airfield on t he t est side of the u:l.t y . . The ener,,y troops ba.d al­
r eady overr t1Ii. an hRVN training ~amp, occupied the bospiteJ. end siezed numberous 
pt1.u:!.ic bu5.l di ngs. 

On its initial run, th~ _. lee.d Shr.rk took seyertl hits . from at:tomatic and . 
sme.11 r.rms fi r e . The · second. Sbe.rk, flmm by WO Gh.;rles Miller ~nd WO Dm BL:rton 
r,1£.dc fi:i::i.ng p,.sses . at . the _het.viest concemtr;:- tion of en.enzy- -fire on the grot:ncl 1;12.1d 
2Jso t ool, m!llleroi,.s • hits. After many p.:, sses at ·i:he still poorly ilhuninated ene~v 
t ar gets, it became app2rent -that more firepo1o1er }le.s necees.;-.ry- enc": .the: eecondE.ry 
gur.ship teem wes scrrmbled. The seconc~ t ee.rn leo: 1;,y C;;,t .• . Thorr:e.s i-;oods, we.s bri ef­
ed by the pr i.B2ry te2.m and the grot•nd co=.nder. The grotmd commender report ed 
t hat t he Southwest c9rnei: ._.of. the perimeter was undat' b~e.-yy .ll:1:'E:Ssure by· e. ple.toon 
sized V. C. force t•.sil'lg mortars sno: -imtowtiC wee:pons. . Cpt'•· Woods directed h.i.s 
tef'.lll on passes on the desigrictiid· ·aee. and greatly :relieved the pressti.re there • 
.i: t this time, the Sh2rks were diverted to the overrun JP..VH trc.ining c ,;,mp , le::.v­
in::; the southwast_ern Ptjlrilpet!)f . tp a set of Air Force fighters. 

, -- .' . • .... 1:•. • ·~ •11' J . ; \ ; · ·· ~ .. ~~ -~- ·.- - . . .. .r · :' • ,: = -r-_··_1,· . .. _r..:; , ~ , . ~~ - . 

~ j,ft~p'. the ee(io~~ .. !"1~-t~!'~· ~ec.f oile ·: p~ss , -on: bo' ·trr.±ri~1r·cE.mp; '.\i/0 Doer!l'Jll·-: • 
e.r:cived ~i th hi:s p:d.rii~.ry.'·,te1'.lll on· st0.t-ioi:i.'·.· . • -A fifth· -She.l'k ·-hE,d-·rep-1-ntied one of" 
the Sh_trlcti thf.t hr:a' ' briiinally: ·been on~ 'the pr:fuc-,_ry tee.ni, bees.use I it- was drune.ged 

.. -.,:oo badly to rett1rn immedktely • . Due- to the .~hark firepower the grounci troops 
t ·~ -were ~,bl_e t ,o, r,~cl~!3;.. fh~ .. ~:;q.ning: 9~ ~ Sw,Jk!=I }ler_e_ able ~o -lenc1~ st,pport 
"-#to. n~ro:us ·sJD£._Iler. -battles- •'t~.'lr.' ~d. ' hroktm b'u_t/lt:;hrcfughout·:::t,-he) city,~ - ; : .i.:, . 01• ·-; - • 

·_ ~:··~·•-·i ··-=-· -:~J•--- ~--:~ -~- -~.) .-.'":•';" .. ,~};.:•; _.- · .- .. ,_.f r •·,,:_: ~-;...-:~ t<··._ :,r > . ... ·: -;·. --~_t · .• ~.t:t. r :~ - .. ·-

• • ' ' The.nks · to' i st~p~~h~.n mz'tiitene.nce effort 1,y-: 'the' 409th :T-.CO.:DeteOhmeht,· -the 
174th. gti:t1ships· ref.1,u.·necl.' fqr · mis{ ion eiter ·-mi.S"Sion over. ,the · bcl~I>.g-..iered-· c-i ty,; 'One 
of ·the Sht.rks to·ok .'22" hits _q.t:rihg _the:· 11cy 'i.n,d--a1ot~er · ~h.-:.t ,we.s grounded· early.· 
iµ _the fig~ting l t>,t?r·~ret:urne_d _only to ·i'ec-eive .c1,'ght ll:;O_:r~· hits. ,.- . ·' ·. · • • • ·• :_ 
•• "· '· -· • ' -' .1...o •• ""' " ,.,.; •• .i.... ·- -....:·: ~ : , · .- ~ - l , : . .:. ·: --' ,--.:.-.. . _1• •• ~:: ,; : • .; · , '.,: . • 

· ·11.t s,:,~s-et· th'e ··city ret;rned to friendly he~s; · 367 enemy -he.d been ·confirmed 
kil],ed _\!ij;h, _23~ o,f them ,c;reclited ,to the .1?4th ship_s. The.five Shr.rks had f101m 

r-. tptal of -34 hocrs~~nd Vk::m··)3 •hits_'. ' ·ll~spite····the )'eh;.vy :t oo accure.t:e· enemy 
·ti.re' t :,e 174tlr s,'.ff ered 'iio·(injt1.ries. The Sh::.rks ·were highly praised- by the 
• Americd.n • e.dv:i.sors·, . end credited , iith' preventing· a 'complete -overrun'· of t he · two 
mt.j a r. strongholC:s protectj,ng ·t h~ district he~~clquarters of..-QliP.ri.g Nge.i -Province, 

• • • • •• :,· I: 

In order to· m.a:fnti.-in .the . mc:itnentum ·he 'he.cl going du±ing the Tet "' Off ensive, the 
enemy · m,etled to · obfa. in ens i.nd ·rumntmition be.cU'Y. The 174th w&s instn'.lllE!nt2.l 
in hel pi n.6 to· ·stop t he flcM cin ·this · impply • cin ·- 2c;·:'F.cbru; ry ~At" 2230 hoti.rs thd 
D:ight the- Dolphin fhr.e ··ship ·_was alerted for t possible· screinblei mission. P. 
He.vy ·r rd.ar . e.ircrd 't he.d spotted fl. ·- cozmmmist:· troller on its re.di:.r screen ; The 
troller wc.s •lee ted 2.ppr6::d.rr0tely · seven miles ·rtor t heE.st of Iuc ?ho. At 0100 

_.hotu·s the · flare ship e:.nc. ' e.· Sherk· g\illship tee.m were scrl'mbled •to t be eree.. t hen 
t he 174th ships e.rri ved on t he scene, fa,.vy Swiftbo2.ts he.d E.lready taken the 
eneur} ~yis:i¢1" -GMe-°'t' ...,fire r•- Tbe" fT' re'~·s hi -p-illltilel':.i.:.t'ely ' !3t · rted: ilJ.M.i;~ding,_ the 

;e.ree." <1.i1c} tho · 8111:.i>li:s ·rolltt••·i:n :with mfni-gtmS ·t>.n.d ·2.75 inch ,rockets~ ·-- The enenzy 
• frbller· threw ·np e. we.ll4 of;° 1 i 2. 7·/" machinegurr-•ffre but , g.t,.e ,· to ·the ~combined efforts 

~ ·Tof : th~- ·S'wi-ftboats :£4d: t ~e ~?4th r.ircraft i • th,e lt:roller ran ~gr ound • .- T~e ce?t ~.in 
. · . bf the troller ·,ree.1J:z1.ng '-his hopeless sh~~ion, -elected to destroy his ahip. 
~,.,f-'rt :., ;if~ ~l l?.t er::assc:rte.i ridd • t h2.t 4060 ' rifles, l.000- ·-57nl!!l :r~ci iless 1 :rlfle rounds , a.nd-

en tmesth1£.ble amount of other ordinr.nce he.d been dastiroyed. 
• '!\ • • •• ,_ J. : i ! r,L r · .-:··. ·-·i. : :-;··' ~.- ~ -~- ? •• L_'. J{_f- : . ·• t ·;._ 

1'i:,·'.: Bes~tles .-these '-two ,.L !i;f 6r ··i ctions ,- the' 174th was ·,mstru.mcii1ttl in combo.ting ' 
;l'lneiey· acticit1·s 'dttri 1ig- th J :1'et ·offensive· in th·e ·Sot;_thern ,I 'Corps . •· .The t:olphfns 
:and Bhirl:s ·p.:,.rtidpJt ed ' iir:2?.· cor,1b.- t , ~s ~m·J.ta e.nd foUl7 .-extr2ct.,ions during tho 
30 dry pGriod. The 174th also n-.n 134 r est~p .-ly miss ions end 18 medi. c r-.1 evrcu­
t.tions;' while ·si•.ffffring onl.y·.throe it,rsonnel·· nou~cled., ·The 174th 'rla~t.w·t b:.o - .- ' 

·e~Gtij' -2. h r.r Sh··b10, .· ·.by -lcillt\.~ 3~5 N.V.A .. ;~t:1id V.C. .. ·t f oops. · '- -~ ; 
:~-_-:. :. ';'"· .'.l · 1t .. " •.: : -= ;""r .~ . .:1 ·\ ::·):t __ :'li· :. :. 7

1 •r :·:·::=:·i:, . · ~-~-:- .: :• .· 1
•·;. - •., i.~~ .,., , ,.. ~, 
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Due Pho wr s not forgotten by 11 Gh,'rlie 11 c1trring the Tet Push . At 0130 h1yc1rs 
on 1 Febrn:r;r, the 174th e.rer. receive0. 35 to 40,60mm mortar ro,.,.nds, most of 
which h ~ c',ed on or nea the flight line. I'J10\1ing • r·e 174th e:.i rcrcf t ,re a. vital 
L1Strurent to the US effort in Sol'thern I Corps, the loce.l VC le.unchec. enother 
l:'.:rrngc: e.t Dolph5.n pc rk on 13 Fe bn,_ry, this time using 82mm ll'Orte.rs. The VC 
~;c ;,;t.royed one ship and deme.ged two in the five minute ettE.ck, After boi. h attc.c:cs 
t.hA IiOlphin flare ship and t wo Eh2.rks were scrambled but returned with unknevm 
r esn:ts , 

:Tn the midst of the hee..vy fighting ~ the command of the 174th ch2ngec'. hr.nds, 
f:-1 1 February ht.jor Glen D, Gibson replaced tr.:.jor Thomz. s 1: , l:heat e.s commending 
,.,{Ucer of t '. ·e 174th, The 174th w2.s h=.!)ered dtiring t '. e eB-rly p-· rt of the yee.r 
li.v r.01:c,-.rd.libility of aircreft, At one time the company '\,1£'.S down to 19 of the 
a:•U1onzed 23 slicks and five of the eight gunships, This did not hc'\iever pre­
VGI~t t l:e 174th from performing its mission of cup ·orting the Air.ericrl Livision's, 
Jl~ :1 Li1ht Infen+,ry Brigade , 

On 7 Ne.rcr.~ in sup,;1ort of Cpera.tion Show How, ejght slicks of the 174th 
c ,-rri eel 144 troops of the AR'TH ; s 4th Reg5.ment from their b;: se C£>..mp to an area 
.'.' i:,out tc::. mEes oouthwest of 1:;:w•ng 1'gr.i. Le.ter th2.t day, nine Dolphins trans­
::.--o:rted 288 11th Brigr.de sold5.ers north\lest of Qumg llge.i, in sup ,ort of T, sk 
:F'uTi::e Barker· . 

On 8 A,iril, 225 troops of the 1st B. ttalion, 20th Infrr.try were lifted from 
LZ Lrri.gon to m e.rea ten m..i.les northwest to kick off oper3tion Norfold Victory. 

The ;roblem of e.ircre.ft short,,ge ,,es gredly relieved early in the Spring 
;.:ith the arr·ive.l of new · 11 H11 model slicks, The 11 H11 models, with the more power­
:~,,} L--13 engine , increr.sed the 174th 1s effectiveness on all missions. The new 
s:Yips cotild c .,: rry more cr.rgo and troops in one trip and t ~;_t'.s cut down the c.:-rt­
i es necessary to complete resupply e.11d B.ssauJ.t missions. 

OPERATIONS" SUPPORTING: ThE • ntn :BRIGADE AT .Dl:C PHO 
(l April 1968 to 31 Jtily 1968) 

D\rring this oeriod, tho 174th continued to work hrnd c.nc1 hr.nd with the 
11 Jungl~ Wnrriors 11 of the llth LIB while e.lso lending st~p _;ort to ·i·-he .-: mericeJ. 
Divisions 198th tIB and the Civilian Irr egule.r Defense Group. 

I,eeping condrnt ;,ressure on enenzy- troop concentrr.tions west of Qwing Ngc..i, 
the 174th inserted 200 troops of the 3rd B·ttElion 1st Inft.ntry, 11th LIB i~to 
the aree. on 18 Jtme to begin operetion C:1e.trhooche Swamp, i.'h,m 1-he.m Due S,"~ciD.l 
Fore es Ce.mp cSJDe tinder ei,emy nt t , ck in thP, 198th 1 s AO, numerous tolphin slicks 
,-iere celled to the scene to cerry out en:ergency resUj:) ,Jly operr.tions end the 
eventrn'.•.l evecw.tion of the er.mp, \ 0 John Donr.ht\e received tho tistingt'.ished 
Flying Cross , hen he twice l r.ndecl. to ev2cu-~te KhnnCDilC personnel while his ship 
was t,,king hee.vy e.utometic weapons fire and being hit by scl,rn.pMl from explod­
ing enemy mort€r rotmcs, 

On 31 May, .Sherk gunships of the 174th we.re scrmnbled at 0030 hotirs to an 
e.ree. five miles Horthee.st of Qtceng llgt.i. Se.mpcns loaded with much nee0ed VC 
SUPplies \/ere spotted on the Cho l-".ai River, The Sherk terJn,lead by WOs 1 D2.niel 
Burton end Richt .rd &leer, rolled in on the enemy bod s end immedi, tely er.me unocr 
fire, The gunshps countered with rockets end mini-guns end senk 35 enemy smr.pP.nB. 

The meny Stlccossfttl. r.ctions eg2.inst the enemy did not come with ot\t e. he, vy 
price ho, ·ever , At 0130 hotrrs on 31 l-'J£1y, the Dre Pho br.se c r1np cCJ!le t'nder enemy 
r-.tt,.ck by VC forces using 82mm mortc-.rs . }bre the11 helf of the 100 rotinds lended 
L-n6ec. in the 17/.th 1 s e.roa ;:,nd along the flight line. Speci2.list Fifth (;lE.Ss 
Carl T, t--icCoy ws killed instrntly b.> c. di.rect hit on his living au£.rters , The 
billets of the flight plr.toons wer e dr1naged e}::tensively ond five c.ircrc.ft received 
lif~ht to moc~(!T•~.te dF>.ma.ge, SiY.teen men ,,ere injured i;nd t ree.ted by the 75€-th 
Jvi c.d5.c;:-.l Lekchment, l•, 0 Henry Tews ,.·~.s c.wr.rded the Bronze St2r with 11V11for his 
,'.ctions d1:.rin:. t:1a c.t t c.cl~. wO Te,·s r .::n thror,gh the incoming rotincis to r.dritinister 
fi,-.;::t ~.i<l l,c.r L-hc: w0t.1nc1.o2.. C:.,. 13 ,T11t1n ~ t .T'O.Q:,.,cJJ .. c,.gr -\n a-bi.,_~. n!. · ~.hn 1'7/,t.h t~ -.. /' 1~ 
Force 0-2, with its pilots killed orsoverelym1'nc.ed by enemy fire, dived uncont­
r ollr.bly into r. commmd cnc1. control helicopter of the 174th , WOs' J ,::mcs C·rter 
end Jerry Johnson r.•.nd Specic.l.ist Fo·. r Al. n l eimer r.r.d Stcnley Milton c'ied in the 
err.sh c.long with LTC B: rker, Co!ll.mtndinl Officer of t '..•.e 4th Bc.ttc.lion 3rd Infcntry 
.:-.nd his S-2 rnc1. r.rtillery l.?.ison of.acer. 



Di.iring this three month period the Dolphins vnd vhc.rks flew 6388 hot'.I's. This 
hirsh f igure coupled w~.th the short ~ge of r.vi ·tors, posed r, serfot1s pro'ulem. Bo­
CiT::;e of incre2.sed niission requirements, t:.vi.- tors of the 174th were dt.ily ap•Jcl'-
, c'L. nJ .:.nc'. exceec.ine; the JO dey, 140 hocrs limit, tion. This problem wr.s reli,ned 

b·:'.:_-,:cr , then the 174th w,.s c.s t, igned more uvi,tors . 

': ·': :,:.:-a were severtl personnel chcnges throughout the 174th v.nd its detachr1n,1t;,. 
t-e.;ir ·; .•~ch,-- rd JC. Zimmermcn errivec to repl: ce Ceptc.in George BosweJ.l e.s Ex:0,~1~0.:r'J 

L' • • .i: ~ C'..'r , First Liet1tenr nt Leon~rd K::uff~ took comm,.nd of the 452nc'. Si1:n:,.l 
r,,.,t .. C'l!Jle!lt encl 1st Lieuten.:.nt Steve R. !1.ennedy took over dt,ties c.s IntelJ.:.r,0' '.~ o 
O•i.'O .-,~,:· . C;E'.ptP.in knny J. hcCrr.ry c.sst1.med the dt\ties of Oper ntions Off:i -:.:e1· . 

DEFEl{Si!: Or' HA THi.N, TPSK FOFlCE GALWHY 
(1 A,.'.g\lst 1S68 to 31 October 1%3) 

Keeping stc,:,.dy pressure on the enemy end ste,.dily pushing him \Jest, the 
1 ':L;'·.h c0nce;,tr · t.ed its effort:: on the mol1ntc.ins 1 est of (ilFn~ 1, g,·.i City. Di.1.e 
t o l; ,s , f ,,1·,_c) S const.·ntl-:r op"lrc.tin,: l.est of :,;;,l, ·.ng i,g i City the cnerry -w:.s forced 
+.c, e-· ·.,:T, .. i,c- +,,1.e lo\JJ.2.r..J. :~ c.nd occupy the r.roc. c.rc,,md the Ht, Th.::n SXJci .· l iorc l' s 
1~·.:-:11,J , On L, ~c _Jtember , the Iol:Jhins inserted 311 troops of the 11th Brigr.cle 011 

i0 ,· rid£~l~ne fotT rnilus !"~ st of He Th;:,n, to begin '.C:.sk Force G,:.llowecy , Tr.e 
r .i.dr.;eJ.ine c·· ~o.me knO\·n c.s LZ Chevy. Th0 174th supported tho oper.:-tion by r-,_;,;: •. -
tiy ·.1: .oet unenuing- resup.,J.y Qnd comm,:nd c.nd control missions into tho mc1..cnt.:, jns 
t::sro1.i._7' :1 loc:.t ions. 

0:--i 5 ~e t ember WO .:dw,-.rd Gill received wo1•nc's r.s his r.ircr::.ft took numero1.1s 
hj ~3 ,-:--,i.le E?.tter,!pl ing r. rried-ev.:-.c rnis ·:ion two rrJ.hs e r.s t of Chevy . Cw 2 Jr.ck. 
!-J.: ~;-, ;· •:.':{ c-· JJle to his c id r.:.' d evr.ct': t:::d. hm -:n( grot·nd. troops to the mecl.L~ ,~1 :: id 
s•~ ·t.5c:, :ir. G\-m k .i. T;,is ;:rec. bec::-1ne inf;:.mot'S to the 2.vi tors of the 17L,th r.s 
1:h,; 1:·._·!•;r--::;-:- shoe 1! West of ¼'-1'."11!5 llg.:.i City, the Trc. llouc Rivar mecnd.ers into r, 1,:-xge 
nu 11 sh,: pe ,:.nd hc.s r. oo.:,n r. center of h • .rd core VG r.cti vi ty. Di.Ting oper 2.tions 

· in this 2r0:., .:ih: rk gt'l1ships of the 174th h :-ve been cri: .. dit.ed with mmy enemy 
killcc, . 

The 174th 1 s dadic-:.tion to the mission wci.s mare thrn .:-.,:,:,crent on the night 
of 6 September. P. recon element c -.'ltu t1n 0.er intense CD.0rry firo ne: r the l1Horianshne 11 

2.nc rr.dio cont.:,ct wc-.s lost. Aircr.:-.ft of the 174th -were cr.llec'! 1.1pon to extr:: ct 
the troops . With out r:.ny visuf'.l cont ct .:cud only p rti:.l r -~ d:i.o con-c;:•.ct, t\;o 
Dolphii,, slicks were 11 tr.lkcd 11 into t,he 2r0.:-. b_)r the grot'.Ild cl_,n!cnt . When th0 ships 
to1.,c'.,ecl down , -:n enemy 50 cr.libor oi,"'11od lip on them less th:n 30 meters :.w;·y, 
WO ,T;::r,-JS R wlin6s v 2.s wot:nd0d .in ·,xth l":E;S bl.1.t cont,in1..1 ed tho m:i.ssion rlung v!i th 
tho s~iµ commender WO Thom-:.s D:.n.:. . The: r ocon plc\.o<_,n -., ~,i,. n::f(')~' <s:i:t:::, rY~.-,rl i. '.·. ·;- l~R 

i:- :· -:;!w t -.m.:-city the 174th is l;nmm for , 

T,:-.slr. li' ~rec G-:.llowey cc.me to en end uhen intelligence reports indic,·.tcc1 the 
?.nct lLv. A R'..lg im0,1t h: d J1lovcd into thu cong Ver:. V lley . On 25 0..;tob.::..,_.., ?!,.": men 
\ lti~·., ins0rtcd into LZ Brlldog by t:1e 174th Lolphii1s r. nc' 176th i•iinutam-Jn , 

The Iil'.c Fho kse c .-mp in gc·•·c r .:-.1 .-.;,c the 174th :1dicoptcrs in p · rticl1 L.r , 
1-1cr e , const .. nt tr:.r i?,ot for thG locl VG forces. On 20 At1,' ,st t h~ D-rc Tho b,· se 
c:-.lll'J c:-m,3 ender cner,i;,r u,ort::.r r.· t --t~_,-Jc i:-.nd ii., ·prove:,d to be o. costly cr,or f0r -th n 
•;:,: fo::-ces . Ihe enemy m: .de the mist::.ke of st rting tll o 2.t-~: ck d 1.i.le .:· f n· rlt 
C.'-'~;.,htp teclil encl fl.:re ship wor e in thu cir, Tho ships were i TiT.lv'li. :·.t.nl:, c,llod 
•,u t'lc: sci:l,1C ,--.:.,:d Gi.iO Ho "0rt li'ielding spottecl t he rmorry ITl' ?.ZlC' fl r.shes ,:.n0 l ccl 
his ,,;~1shi'J teem in on t.h8m. Th'-' t ,3~1r, wc.s credi t ed \:ith s even c;1cr1.-y ki1l c,r: :--:<' 
c .p-L~r Jd r..' 82mm mort.·.r tl'.b . It now sits in t'.·,o 17/,1·.h Of'{' j c,n- 0 r.-,_,ih. 

On ._;
0

µt er bor 10, colill< .ncl. of t :10 174th O:-f5 ,: in cn,:J1,~ac: h ncl.s '. l-..: .jc,r Tiich rd A. 
E,

0
•

111 
too!, ovc:r :.s Cor,. :;·y Co:rrmcndc.r, but he w.:-. s no strcnger "LO t:ic 17/,th . t<ic. jor 

Brr:-,.m. -.,- l'J p,:·!'t of the 174th -when it ,:.:.s orir; :i.::. lly :::onw d rt Far t Berrninr~ , Geor gi .:. 
i n :C:-S5, :·~d m·C:c his first trip to Viztn. 111 with t he 174th , 

On 1 October the t c'.ctic .:-.1 sit· · tion ?Crmittoc1 personhel o.:: t he: 17L,.th ::nc:1 its 
v.-i-5.oi':, d,0t.- durcnts to t z.ke .-. brief r es·.1i·~.:, fro1,1 the w~r to co~:::~!'cto "C:.·.:;ci.nizc­
t:i.on D: y " . Qbservi··c, th:, soc::,nc cnivers: ry o:f t l1..:, 174th, c. brJ.eJ. Cs!remor1:s ,..- s _ 
1, :J .1.' ,· ;:C: 1-::· s folJ.01 :ed by '=' co1;'.;).".i1.Y ,o;i.-;-.,-0 " "<>k"L'+ "' "" ..., r" " 1,1.. .... 1.,. !':-

0
'""' 

1-- -~:.,.,.·,.-, ·, .,o 
oi i P<.:!"' :": ::.nri nnl i. r.t. c,c' TDnn ... 



Two enlisted men of th 174th d:i.stingdshed 1;.hc~·selves by grc.dr nting first 
in t heir clt.ss r.t the U.S. P.:rrrry Avi,tion School c.t Vvng T,:u, r...v.H. Spuc:i.2.J.iot 
Eot-rt.h Cl::-.ss Jose;)h Bl12mber receJ.ved the hi[;hent m. rlcs in h.i.s c0: .rcio c-n '.t'i.,rb::.ne 

( E'itln;;s, c.i10 S 'oci,~.list Fo\-..r-Eh Clt·s s Josepl: Lt".Inl.ey \ff.s "i:.he tco 1 •• ~n :i.n ~. i ~ l'clU' ,':: e 
Ci1 Aircr c:.:t fTCIJes. There were, nrnr,erct1.s per- sonn0l ch-~n:.-,en :i:1 i- ··., , F2lJ. o:' ·\'•.'<:,~1. 
r:· pt.· in Lcon.·rd KcxSfm~.n ,::.s nssignec. c.s Oporr-.tiono Officer c_;:.l1. C\ 12 t::i.b<1rt 1".-.\,­
:;;,~ t hcr . ,.:.& c.ssigued ~.s commtnder of the 452nd ,< ignt.l ~etnchmcnt. Cvi2 Ro,ie c:. 
:·· ,··J;:,~ ;:, took over r.s St~p;Jly Of:::icer r ep] cc~nt, ~~2 J orn PL'.t.e. D'.:lctor (C::ptd.r) 
i. i1,:.,: ,.,.is T. kngfcrd took ov0r t '.:e post c.s the 756th :t-i<ldical Det~· c::u'.cnt Co,:•., ,- 11der 

~ : ~ ;;: (:p~) B~:n s;so;i~iel~/ 1-\-;)v<-H- Mf\~. ri-c L'EJtUES 
OPERATION VERl!OH UJ<E II / It) fl- .,I--{ 0/<-/ Of. 

(1 lfovembcr 1968 to 31 Deccrnber 1968) 

The l t.st two months of the ye: r were two of tha most dom,.-.nding r.nd chc.JJ.on­
ging in t h0 history of the 174th. Oper.:.tion Vernon L· lcc II w,:,,s originr.ted in 
t >c- oovntrnfou.s region Northwest of L11 c l-110. Initidly, tho 17.'~th inserted the 
J.1t. i-: tt lion, 20th Infc.ntry onto c. hilltop c.p~Jro:;.:imc:l.cly lo u-i).'Js Sc·::..t.h of Hv. 
'.~h •: 3_1.1Gci .. l Forces Cc.n-p. This hilltop bccc.me LZ Cork. At tho ·'•:.:ne tima t:~o 
1•~;,i-.;·. rt~t the 4th B.::.tt : lion 21st lnfr.i1try on r.. 2500 foot poc.k fi7e n·1.1Gs Wor:t 
of r'iii~h Long Spc,ci•:J. Forces C['JT!p. This support be.so , LZ ,'.Jcy, becc'.l!!C ;:: c~ntu 
of I '7 .:; -t.!1 c.cti vi ty, 

ifo·,r;;mbcr third w .s c-. preview of things to come. While flying c. commend c,nd 
cont. ;-•; l mission, WO John 0 1Sulliv:·.n spotted concrete reinforced bt'llkars, froshly 
d,~~ t r ~,nchcs r.nd barbed wire, nll c. p.:.rt of .:-.n N. V .A. b-'.'.so C• !ll·.-' · In folloving 
uco!<.3~ the 174th ,:.ided grot1nd t1nits in loc : ting, rcconing, c.nc1 dostroy:i.!'2~ 1P0rc 
t i··, _ .. q ,,, , .my b ·s ·' tr · in · u i't , ., h ~a , ,~ t ,., • ·.· _. .. • ··:.:,-- -.-,...-

.1,., •• •- '-'•·. • 0 C,.lllps, . " 1n0 S es ,.'.IlL, e c:_ CUcT urS, . . . :';;"f,?·· .. ·;~· .. :··':-.,;.;....,,_. - . .. 
. •• .· •• .•. · •~ :•·· r·<, · 

On 15 Hovembor' WO Hc.lter SegGr w.:::.s instn1.L1enkl in l1IlCOVerin6 ~~e :"or~:~ ~:!~~ . 
l cr ,~cst b-.-se cc.mps. Troops .of tho 4th B·.tt.:- lion 21st Inf: .nt:r; being 'di.r~¢.t.34- .:})IIJ 
b: \-/0 S~ger 1 s comm:nd:~d .. ~9m.~-~P, fotint en enGmy strdegi<>o ~~~_i.;..:-xt~.:~> --~ 
cit;ht mles \rost 01 L'Z :rtt1-.~· 0.1'l!e • , lGx hc.d .-.n assembly center cc.pc-.blc of · • •• 
s o. ·ting 200 people c-.nd two E.'.Ild three story bti.ilc1 ings. The c,·.mp h,::.c1. been so 
r ece;1tly t1sed th, .t the troopers fotind still bvrnint; fires r!!d l r..\mc1ry p,-t out 
to dr.f , plr.s h:.stily hide' on enemy doct:mcnts. 

On 18 riov ombcr while reconing r.n ,:.roe. where c H:-.ri,10 F-4 h : d bcun shot down 
2nd tho pilots still missing, J.Jolphin 428 cmo \.U1C'Cr oner.:'/ f ire . The shi.p tc:ok 
more th ·n 15 hits. Althot:gh critic.:-lly \,0\1nc,.,d s,e.ci:list Fifth Cl,:.ss 1-..:-.yn,, 
T:i.c u, crcwchiof on 428, r ctt-..rncd fire until t he ship F,.s cmt o:f t ho .:-:r:-,~, .• 
S·::B ci-.lis'i:. Tice, w,:.s rnodov.:.c eo. to Chu L: i b\1.t l o.ter diecl of uot'.i1tls. 1':: , ..'cog­
n:~ tion of his g,:.11.:·ntry he ,:c.s c.wc:.rdcc'. tho Di3tin0r.ishec1 F~_y:i.11, C;ross, :~o,;•,i:,,,_ 
TllO\lSly • 

The 174th c :.mc tinder r. nou policy r .;;g.-rdin[. .. ·.ircr -~.f·i; flyiag timo on 13 
l:ovornbor . Boc.:-.t' S3 of exccssi ve • tiliz • -.:,ion of ,- ircrr..i t by cro\1nc'. r.or,JITr:1dcrs , 
-.ircr.:ft lior e consk.ntly gro-r-110.;.;c'. for mc.ii1ki:. : i1cc boc.' t'.sc of cx,:oss ~.v .z: l~o~-rs 
they hr d flown . The ew sysi:erl'. ;::llottctl o:·.ch k .tt~lion 12 hol'IS c . ch d: y to 
be div ided botwo•:..n its t1.tility rJ1c' com1K·.nd ,J1d control ship. This system l ecl 
to bott.or v.se of t,10 r.ircrt.ft, less mc.i:1tcn.-.::c0 tir,·e , :·:16 r lso crt do,m en the 
,\1.1.'llhcr of c.vic.tors uho , .•ere e::-:ceodin3 t l·,0 140 hour monthly lirni tc.tion, 

c ~pk.in lllbort J. Schmitt c.rr :i.ved ct t :-1e 174th on 8 November c.10. c s sl'IN,d 
tho c1-: ties o.s :&:ecuti ve Off icer, 1st Liot1t e".c11t R ·.rry Schindohette took over 
r.s op.ff : tfo;1s off i cer end 1st Lie\1.t011,:-.11t I.0,1 l d iJobl -·E. r 0pl : .coc;_ C.-.i::, L;-i,1 C:r-.1t 
C::yi..on .:s con,in···.: c,81' of t.'.1e 40','i:,h T .C . .. ot:clur,:1,!t . 

On 1 Docm,,.oor the 174th, ;:-.lone; with th~ r :, st of tho 14t,1 Co!l'b t /-vi t.ioi) 
B tt lion ,,,.- s ro :.ssi5a,.;d from t ~,o 1st ,:.v j_ t~ on Dr :i.g: de .. _· C: oocr-,e p: rt of the 
Ar,,u r :;_c · l I i v:5.sion. Tho swit ch from the 11:k .vk" to t.!10 11 :'>onthern Crosn" 11 ,; rit 
smoot: ly , nd i avolved few ch,:l'.,~•- s. T e 409th T.C. Dct :·chmont , i·!:·e 452::i<' Sit,nr_l 
Lct · chmeat wor e ii1fr.sed into thi;i 174th itself. L:i.."!t.::'1·· :· c0 C'.D'e u;icl c:r contrcJ. 
of t: " service pl · toon with Cc· pt: i;-i °i.'hor.-c.s LJ.rkin i n ch-· rgc. 

lh.'.I':i.111:· th0 y e· r lll['11y im_crOVl.'fllO t 11 , ,0r:; rn·: C::c i n tl!~ com . ilY r rc.:-. . All liv.in~ 
C;\'. -rtcrs •. •,~ r e bt1.11.kcrizec, , ;:~1 O:,: f icers, i,CO, :.:1d :Sh cl\.~bs wer e bl~il t. Tl10 of: ice 
sp · co h1 tho Orderly H.ooll' wc.r. :-.1:.; rly C::.onblec. , rith c. m:.il r oom ·;1.c} J i.br .:.ry b0i,1&, 
cdc'ed. The St!p ;ly roor.· w ·.s e:~;~· . .in:~d ;-J1d c ;1ew crrrn room b1:i l t. 

- ... .. : .(_•· .. 



•. 1968 ,E s en cvc,,tful yecr in the short but proud history of the 174th. It 
wc.s o.1€!o c. bi:sy one . The ,,olphi;,3 trr•.:.is1JOrter1 no.:.rly 200,000 pc.ssengers end flew 
more th .. a 25,000 hours , It w:.s c. big job bt~t tho 174th w ,s equcl to the t c.sk, 
Th,:, new yec.r will presoilt new chc:,llengos 1Jllt ·: l1e Dolphii1s r~1d Sho.rks will show, 
c.s they h.:-.v c i n the J!)QSt, th:· t there is 11NOl':UrlG IL.P0.SSIBLi" . 


