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TET OFFirSIVE, T-Sh FGICE BARICR
(15 Jenucry 1668 to 31 Merch 1568)

OPEFATIONS SUP-ORTY UG TiZ 11TH BRICGADL AT LUC M5

(1 April 1568 to 31 July 19683)

DEFRNSE OF e TiAlv, TASK FOICE GALLOWAY
(1 Avgust 1565 to 31 October 1568)

OP R:TI0N VIERI-ON LARE IT
1 iloverber 1568 to 31 December 1568)
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The Sherk (UH-1C) gunships and the Dolpfiin (UH~1D) slicks ofcthe 174th:were
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. oper-tions.

TET OPFENSIVE - OrELL.TICN NORFOLK VICTORY . '
(1 Jenuary 1968 to 30 April 1568)

The e-rly part of 1968 will long be remembered in Vietnam. Inemy troops
steged their greatest offensive of the long wer in tie first two months of the
new year, One of the hottest end most contested ereas in the couniry was Quang
Iigal City, in the Horthern portion of the 174th Avietion Couwearny's area of

epeatedly called upon to put forth their g*eetest effort to repel Viet Cong end
N.V.A, offensives, On 31 Januery =t apor‘o&metely 05CO hours, the primary Sherk
gunsnip team wes scrembled to Queng Migei City. WO Russel Doersem and his pilot
1.0 Micheel Megno, founc e betielion sized enemy unit was tryin; to surround the
the tmang Nazi airfield on the 'est side of the tily. The enermy troops had al-
ready overrvn an ARVN treining camp, occupied the hospitel and siezed numberous
prblic buildings, ’ .

On its initisl run, the 1eed Sherk took severe_l hits from avtomatic and -
smell erms fire. The second. Sherk, flovn by WO Chzrles ¥iller end WO Den Burton
nede firing pz sses at the hecviest concentr-tion of enemy fire on the grouvnd end
2150 took numerovs hits, After many pesses at the still poorly illuminated euemy
targets, it became app:rent thet more firepower wes necessery end the secondery
gurship tecm wes scerembled, The second teem led by Git. Thomes Woods, wes brief-
ed by the primery tesm and the grovnd commender. The grovnd commender reported
that the Southwest corner of the perimeter was wnder hesvy pressure by & pletoon
sized V.C. force vsing moftors end gutom-tic wespons., €pt; Woods directed his
teem on passes on the desigm téd cree and greatly relieved the pressure there,

4t this time, the Sherks were diverted to the overrun LRVH treining ceomp, les V-
in< the sOLthwestern per:.meter to & set of A:Lr Force fighters.
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. ifter the Begonid ey téch néde ofte p‘_ss on ‘hno tréining -cemp, WO Déorsem-
errived with his primary “teem on' stotion. - & £ifth Sherk -hed replaeed ‘one of*
the Sherks thet hed originally ‘been on-the primary teem, becsuse' it wes demeged
00 badly to retvrn immedictely,  Due to the thark firepower the ground troops -
were eble to reteks, the treining. cemp Sherks were able to lenc svpport
to. nmnerous sm‘.;ler ,battles* 'bhat— had bx‘oken b‘i.!f/’ ‘b}mo‘ughout the clty*

*I‘hemcs to & svperhtmen mdntensnce effort by the 4,09th T.Co Detechme"lt “the
1'74th g\mships retuwned Por mission efter-mission over.the belérguered nty. One
of the Sherks took 22 hits during ‘the-déy end-mmother’ thet wes grounded early
in the flghting l: ter retxrned only to receive eight n.ore hlts. :

At svnse‘t. the eity retvrned to ﬁ'iend_ly he nds- 367 enemy hed been confirmed
killed with 238 of them credited to the 174th shlps. .The five Sherks had flovm
£ total of 34 hours and tikon 33 'hits, ' Despite the hécvy #nd ecctrete eneuy

‘Tire tie 174th sufféred no'injuries, The Shiurks were highly preised by the
“imericen advisors, .end credited with preventing & ‘complete -overrun of the two

chOT etrongholcs pro‘l:e'c‘c,m'J tne dlstrlct heacquarters of Qus ng Ngai Province,

In order tc mz,lntc:m the momentum’ he hed going dvnng the Tet Offensive, .the
neny ncecCed to obfzin erms end -ammunition badly. The 1'74th ves instrimental

'1"1 helping to stop the fléi on this-supply - on*2§ Febru, ry. At 2230 houvrs thet

night the Dolphin fl-re “ship was alerted for & possible scremblev iission, A
ovy redar eircraft had spotted a‘commmnist 'troller on its rader screen, The
troller wes :loc ted cpproxn tely seven miles northeest of Iuc Fho. At 0100
hours the flere ship sné e Sherk gunship teem were scrembled to the eres, Vhen
the 174th ships arrived on the scene, llavy Swiftbocts hed elready teken the
enemy ‘Yésgsl vhde‘f'“fire:‘ The fI*re-ship-intedictédly ‘st-rted: i111tminsting  the

‘gres”end the erks r &vin- w1t«h mini-guns ‘end 2,75 inch-rockets,:- The enem

troller threw vp & wali o€12,7, “méchinegun 'fire but  dve to the combined efiortis

‘of the Swiftboats ‘enid - the 17Ath clrcra_xt‘ the itroller ran aground. The captain

of the troller,reelizing his hopeléss si\, tion, elected to destroy his ships
Tt uzs loter asscriteined  thet 4000 rifles, 1000 -57mm:recoiless:rifle rounds, and-

an Unestlm:ble emovnt of other OI‘anr. nce hed been destroyed
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Besbdes these two tdjor: actions, the 17Ath was mstnmmtv_l in combuting
enemy actions ‘Auring thé: Tet offensive in the Southern:I 'Corps, » The Iolphins
and Sherlis perticipited ™in.22 comb t eszerlts end four -extrections during the
30 dry period., The 174th also ren 134 resup ly miscions end 18 medicel evecu-

etions, while suffering only three ;trsonnel wounded, -The 171.,1'.h deJ tb— ’hm
ex.ow & hcrsh b101 b} lc:LLi 4 3 I\.V A cmck V.C tv-oops :
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During this thres month psriod the Dolphins end oherks flew 6388 hours, This
high figure coupled with the short-ge of cvi-tors, posed ¢ serious problem. Bo-
civoe of increcsed mission requirements, evi-tors of the 174th were deily aporo-
cel. vy cnd exceeding the 30 day, 140 hovrs limitction. This problem wes reiicved

b

soowar vhen the 174th wes escsigned more evirstors,

“hars were severcl persomnel ch-onges throughout the 174th end its detachments,
Moo slehrrd Ko Zimmermsn errivec to repl ce Ceptein George Boswell es Exesincrre
Clrcer, First Lieutenrnt Leonord Kouffmon took commend of the 452né Siegncl

I2{ chrent end 1st Lieutencnt Steve R. Lkemnedy took over duties es Intelligenne
0rticor, Ceptain Lenny J. MeCrery cssvmed the duties of Operations Officerv.

DEFENSZE OF HA THAN, T(SK FORCE GALLOWAY
(1 Avgust 1968 to 31 Oclober 1S63)

Keeping stendy pressuvre on the enemy end sterdily nushing him Vest, the
174-h cenceintr- ted its efforvs on the movnteins Vest of Gurnz wvgoi City. Dve
to U.S. forcos constontly opsrztin. ‘est of Gung lig i City the cenery wes forced
to coocvohe toe lovlsrds end occupy the crec ercovnd the He Thon Speei-l rorees
Compe On 4 Scotember, the Loluhins inserted 311 troops of the 11th Brigede on
to » ridecline fovr miles T:st of He Then, to begin P.sk Force G:llowcy. The
ridgeline boecme kmovn aos Lz Chevy.
ine troct wnending resupoly ond commmd end control missions into the mevntoins
Forevord loe: tions.

0n 5 Se tember WO dwerd Gill received wornds os his eircercft took numerous
hits "hile ctlent ing o med-evoe mis_ion two milzs eest of Chevy. CW 2 Jeek
Woonoerey erme to his £id 204 eveev:ted hir -nd grovnéd troops to the mediec-l 2id
s, ticy qn Chu Loi. This arec becime infimous to the cvi tors of the 174th cs
the araophoe! West of Gueng Mged City, the Tro Houe River meenders into o lorge
M shepe né hos o been ¢ center of hrrd core VO setivity., During opercations
in this cre:, sh rk gmships of the 174th hrve been credited with mony enemy
killed.

The 174th's dedic:tion to the mission wos mare then cpnarent on the night
of 6 Septerber, & recon element c-me vncer intense enery fire ne-r the "Horseshne!
-nc r~dio comt.ct wos lost, Airercft of the 174th were cclled upon to extirszct
the troops, Without cny visuel cont ct zad only p rti:zl r-éio contccet, tvo
Dolphii slicks were "tclked" into the crec by the ground clinent, When the ehips
touci:ed down, cn enemy 50 calibor opensd vp on them less thon 30 moters Wy,
VD J-nos R wlings ves wounded in Loth legs bet coutinved tho mission ~long with
the ship commender WO Thomes inz, The rocon pletoon wes asfely eithzrobod 1 -rhkg
t: “hoe teaccity the 174th is known for,

Trek Toreo Gollowey ccme to en cnd vhen intelligence reports indicstod the
ond 11,V.A Regiment h- @ moved into the fong Voo V lloy. On 25 October, 74% men
veoo ingerted into L2 Brlldog by the 174th Lolphins onc 176th Finuteman,

The Ive Fho brse comp in ge-cral ~id the 174th Lelicopters in p rticvl. r,
vere : const nt torget for the loe:l VO forces. On 20 hver st the Dve Tho bose
com o-me ynder enemy mortrr stttek end it proved to be o costly errvor fer tha
v tarces. lhe encmy mde the mistile of st rting the ot ck uhile - i Tk
ponahip teom tnd flore ship were in the cir, The ships were irmedirtaely erlled
— iae seenc rad CLO Rorert Tieldingz spotied toe eneny wuzzle flrshes nd 1ad
smshin tecm in on them,  The teon wos credited vith seven coeny killoed =@
~ 82mm mort.r tub., It now sits in the V74th OfMicurs finb.

On oepter ber 10, comu nd of the 174th cgoin cornpet h nds: %fjor chh rd 5.
Trova took over -8 Con vy Commcnder, but he wis no stronger to the 174uh. MQJO?
rom s pert of the 174th when it v-s origir. lly forw:d -t Fort Bemuing, Georgic
in 1945, -nd mCo his first trip to Viein.u with tho 174th,

On 1 October the taocticsl sit “tion sermitted personhel of the 174th ond its
v riors Got-chrents to teke o brief resiits from the wir to cololroto FOoponiza-
gion Doy, Observi-; the sceond cniverssry of the 174th, o briet CaTemon;t s
PAC sl wes folloved by A eoN, Y gizor rookoot and Poeatle]l moms botrns vhe

o) drera -nA pnlintad mwop.
@






< ,1968 wrs en eveidfvl yecr in the short but proud history of the 174th, It
wes clgo o busy one. The ~olphius treasported neerly 200,000 peossengers cnd flew
more th.n 25,000 hours., It w:s & big job but the 174th wos equcl to the task.
Thz nev yecr will prescut new chrllenges but “he Dolpnias cd Shorks will show,
cs they hove in the past, thot there is "NMOTHIUCG T1.POSSIBLEM.



