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*KILL CONFIRMED -~ THROWGH THE CHIN BUBBLEIL®

*I psver ex;ected to uee ry .38," said 11T Ed Vaddell of Vacaville, Calif.,
vhen he roturnad from a varticularly hairy mission April 9th. But use his
<38 he 4id, and vith exceptional results. LT Waddell, a WH-1H rilot of the
17th ABC's Kingsrman, vas omnding s flight of choppers called cut at
night to reacue a small patrol yinned down bty & large spery force in the
rumtains west of Hus. When he and his wingohip, flown dy 1IT Mike Senitta
of Yonkers, N.Y. and WOl Creg Benoit, Farnington, Michigan, arrived at the
scene of action, they were flying under a celling of less than 100 fest,
cver a Cense Jungle. 7They had t9 £1y lov level at hover s;eeds, using :
their hoxing radfos to try to locate the tiny ;atrol inm the thick grewth,
Finally the patrol called on their radics to say that the belico ter vas
hovering above the trees right over their heads. At that tirs, Chaife
decided tc sake his presence kmown. Be opened up on the helico;ter from
three sidss vith sutomatic wearcns. °*Thers vesn't anything we oculd do
exce;t sit there and trust the gunships,” said LT Waddell's eopilot, WOl
Robert L. 8nith, of Hawkinsville, GA. "We'd have nover rake it cut of
« . there Af it weren't for the landers' esver,” LT Waddell agreed. ihile
’ the sljck ship lowered rcpes through the jungle canory to the trasped -th'ol,
the gunshi s, led by 1LT Charles E, Rake, of Tahklequah,kCklahora, and
bhis cojdlot, Al Schibi, of Winslow, Ariscna, blasted the area uith rocket
and minigun fire., 11T Rudy Perkins, of Westbrook, Conn. later rewarked,
*Charlie threw everything he had at the slick — I still don't see how
got it howe.” Els coyilot, WOl larry Oreen, of Phoenix Arisuma, jucped
. OCC rounds of minigun into the trees arcund the hovering slick. ” He
’ bad settled below the treetops to get kis ropes to touch the ground, so the
cnly vay we could ses hiz wvas by the light of the fires frem our rocksts,”
ke said., LT Waddel! had inched Lis shi; down bLetween three largo trees
by cutting the follags awvey vith his mein votor ¥lade.  OIts hard cn the
aircraft -- ve ruined a sst of rotor blades —- but it was certain desth for
those eix ren if we couldn’'t gel them out, so I figure it was worth it.®
By ths light of the fires {he pilots comld see figures mcving through
the brush t> gat elsssr to> the hovering aircraft. As they grev clcser
their tan HVA uniforms vere cleafly recognisable even in the subdued
lJight. The aivrer-“t began taking hits beavily as the enory serced in
on it. Rcunds rassed :nly inches from the orew, tut riraculcusly none
of ther wvere hit and the ship ke;t running. They were cmly howvering
there for a fev xonents as ths men ca the ground secured thexsslves o
the rc;es hanging froa the shij, but to everycne involved, 1t seered
« an eternity. Thes air wns filled vith tracers firom the enexy and the guns
of the »'eshing gunshi;s.
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DPuring the sgonising seconds of walting, WOl Saith was holding the ship
steady in ths trees, vhen LT Waddell locked in firoat of the aireraft and
cav o figure step into the glare of a recket fire with an automatis :
rifle at his hir. As the enexy soldier began to fire, LT Vaddell grabbed

Ms risto] end Clrad Llve ghots theouch the ghin bubble cf the Deliecjter. |
He sav the XTL troo; stegger batkvards and fall into shadove,

*Yoa got h&a1® cams the shout over the radio from the jatrol oa the
ground, "We'rs hooked up, let's go!® As he 1ifled the zen out of the
trees, his wing=ean, 1T Sonitta dived in o take his plasce and extract
the rest of ths ;etrol.

But the action u;n't over. The overcast had clcsed in fo alw2st sers,

When ths airoreft {lev high encugh for the men banging on the rojes

to clear the troes, 1t vas completely blinded Yy the heavy clowds, By
Boaing to a tiny beacon, they flew backkin the clouds thrcugh treschercus
dowvndrafts ketveen the mountaintoys to the nearsst fire suzport btase.

*That vas the st xission I've flowvn,” said LT Rake, bis syes still
wide with the excitexent. LY Waddell locked in sllent wcnder at his

exzpty pistol. °I mever thought I'd have to use it.* be said. Thati's the
stuff berces are meds of, Ecbody sver expscts srmething 1ike that to
ha:-en to them, but vhen it dces, they react like LT Wnddell and 1T Rske
and the msn who flev vith thes -- with courage and daring, offering their
livos to save cthers. And the hsp;y ending caxe vhen the ydlots wore -
able to shsre & handshake and & besr with the six men whko only hours before
wers tra;jed deep in the heart of enemy territory.
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