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South Vietnam

THREE' MAJOR FRONTS OF
THE INVASION : QUANG TRI, -
KONTUM & . BINH LONG |

Infiltration routes e———




LATANTLY violating the 1954 Geneva Agreements, on March 29,
1872, 15 regular Infaniry Divisions of the Communist North Vietnamese
.Army supported by anti-aircraft cannons, surface-to-air missiles, long-range
artillery and Russian-made modern tanks openly crossed the Demilitarized
Zomne thus ofhcmllzmg then- full scale mvaslon of the terntory of the
Reopublic-of Visthain., - : wal st S

One of the speculations about Communist North Vieinamese military
leaders’ venture which shattered the NLF's myth of people’s uprising war
was that they believed, with the might of Communist Powers' sophisti-
cated weaponry, they would be able to smash the RVN Armed Forces
within a few weeks.

According to a top Communist document captured by RVN troops,
HANOI had intended to occupy some parts of the South Vietnamese
territory to seat its so-called Provisional Revolutionary Government
of South Vietnam. To achieve this objective, Communist North Vietnamese
Army striked on three major fronts: QUANG TRI, KONTUM and BINH
LONG, whose provincial capital, AN LOC. has become famous the world
over.

AN LOC had been chosen as one of the main targets by HANOI
military leaders, essentially by the NVA Commander-in-chief, General
VO NGUYEN GIAP of well-known DIEN BIEN PHU batile of 1954,
because of its strategic and logistical situation. Surrounded by thick rubber
plantations and hills, and adjacent to Cambodian border. the capture of
AN LOC would tremendously help ithe Communists in troop movements,
supplies, transportation and supports for maintaining high degree of in-
tensity and duration in their general offensive. Once controlled, the 7.000
population town of AN LOC, about 100 kilometers north of SAIGON.
would become a Communist North Vietnamese Army’s ideal base and a
big threat for SAIGON, the Capital of the Republic of Vietnam.







«The siege of AN LOC began on
April. 7, 1972 with a ferocious artillery
barrage, followed by a tank-led in-
fantry assault, »...

Aerial view of AN LOC.







On (June 8, 1972 a very fierce counter-attack, RVNAF victoriously
broke throug A offensive ﬁn’e' south of AN LOC where the enemy
lost 400 men, thus reluctantly vielding way for the first time in 63 days
of siege to outside RVNAF units to rejoin the defenders inside. This was
the happiest day for the defending forces when helicopters could safely
land in to pick up the injureds, civilians, as well as to supply and replace
exhausted combatants. It was also the' most memorable day since it puts
an end to the North Vietnamese Communists’ contention of \i-ehewing a
second DIEN BIEN PHU, this time in the South and agamst the Republic
of Vietnam Armed Forces.

On June 12, 1872, the RVN flag was flying on top of Dong Long hill.
Brigadier General LE VAN HUNG, the hero of AN LOC, declared the
siege of AN LOC completely broken oif

By the end of June 1972 RVN Armed Forces controlled most of im-
poriant sfrategic positions surrounding AN LOC. Enemy shelling was redu-
ced to-about 20 to 30 rounds each day. On July 7, 1972, RVN President

| 'NGUYEN VAN THIEU made his historic. observation tour to AN LOG .

visitlng and paying tribute to national heroes who had successfully crushed
Communists’ dream of domination of South Vietnam. Brigadier General
"LE VAN HUNG and those who contributed to the defense of AN LOC,
by this greatest victory of all times. have just written a new glorious
chapter in the long and heroic history of the RVN Armed Forces.

The unknown little town in the rubber plantation area has now become
worldwide famous. But celebrity has its price. AN LOC had paid the cost
of total destruction and thousands of dead and wounded. At the same time,
AN LOC has become the symbol of South Vietnamese people’s determi-
natipn to remain free, the symbol of the victory of Democracy over Com-
munist Totalitarianism.

Addressing RVN soldiers and Vietnamese people from General LE
VAN HUNG's Headquarters on July 7, 1972, RVN President NGUYEN
VAN THIEU confirmed: « AN LOC victory was not only a victory of the
RVN Armed Forces over the three enemy Divisions but also a victory
of our nation over Communist North Vietnam’s theories of revolutionary,
liberation and people war. This is also a victory of the Free World ».
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Enemy artillery each day

pumped in not less than 1,000 Tounds, in normal times,
about 2,000 rounds, and w

_ generally
hen an assault was coming, 7,000 to 8,000 rounds.
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The heavily battered AN LOC

'  ees he heavily battered AN LOC evokes at least a passing
grunt of admiration from the most hardened old pros in US uniform. The
fact of the matter 1s that «they » have been doing pretty heroically at
AN LOC. o ' N

- Down there in III Corps, two North Vietnamese divisions, the Sth
and the 5th, were besieging elements of the ARVN 5th Division, plus some
Airborne and Ranger troops. AN LOC was not a fortified position, it was

- an exposed little province town at the back of beyond:

In AN LOC, the ARVN soldiers took up to a couple of ‘thousand artil- -
lery rounds each day and met and killed a. couple of tank battahons mostly
with their own anti-tank weapons.

At best, they were tenuously supplied, for there was nio supply except

: ed: the supply ‘flow. For the same reason;’ ‘hone of the wounded were .
evacuated

. After three weeks’ hard fighting, there were above a thousand wounded
for a couple of harassed doctors to care- for.

. * In short,:AN LOC was a great deal péstier than KHE SANH, whlich
= was under similar fierce attack in 1968. The artillery fire was much lighter
" there, and the men in KHE SANH, of course, were US Marines. :

_ Yet at home, they wrote in anguish about the « agony of KHE SANH »
whereas the defence of AN LOC, when it has been noticed at all, has been
customanly descrlbed with patronising contempt.

What would cause a natlon-mde outcry if US troops were involved:
has become a wire service holiday because the troops involved are South
Vietnamese.

In fact defenders of AN LOC have torn the guts out of two North
Vietnamese divisions, thereby probably releasing reserves to meet the
crisis at Pleiku.

ARVN has the equivalent of 15 divisions, if you count the tough
little Ranger groups. All have been engaged. Most have been heavily,
even murderously engaged since the North Vietnamese offensive began...

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Y .air, and the enemy’s powerful new. antl-mrcraft guns repeatedly throt-_,ﬂ,_ i e



























Refugees escape from

AN LOC

'AF'I‘ER 67 days, the North Vietnamese siege of AN LOC eased a bit
early yesterday when a trickle of refugees that began leaving the devastated
provincial capital became a flood of 10,000 people desperately scurrying
over broken bridges, past bomb craters and burned-out vehlcles to govem-
ment lines. L

Alongside Highway 13, the forward elements of the South: Vletnamese
_21st Division, which has been trying for weeks to open the road, contmued
routing out diehard enemy infantrymen food by foot from trenches and”™

foxholes.

Inside the city, Vietnamese airborne troopers, who linked up last week
" with the .embattled defenders, were probing gingerly at the last North Viet-
namese strongpoints, particularly a rubber-processing plant where tanks
and infantrymen are still dug in.

The refugees who started out from AN LOC at dawn got through any-
way, covering the 12 miles from AN LOC south to a fire base near CHON
THANH in about eight hours in the searing sun.

They were in a solid block on the highway about a mile long, mainly
old men and women, with most of the women carrying babies. They were
the color of the red earth of BINH LONG province, and one young wile,
Pham Thi Nghia, told why.

« We lived 64 days in the bunkers », she said. « We left to go to the
toilet, or to collect food from the airdrops. Otherwise, we staved under-
ground. »

She said one enemy rocket scored a direct hit on her bunker and killed
her mother and son, and two others. « I buried my mother and son in the
bunker », she said tearfully.

Others shook their heads with fear when asked to tell about their
ordeal in the besieged city.

THE BALTIMORE SUN.



















“General Hollingsworth said : « They’re taking real hell in there. I
can’t tell you whether they can hold. »

One. could understand General Hollmgsworth’s doubts, Thc uriit
besieging AN LOC was Hanoi’s crack division in the south, the 9th,

augmented with an-entire regiment of T-54 tanks Inmally, too, the 9th

. Division had some help from the sth.

The AN LOC perimeter Was repeatedly penetrated. The tanks came
into town again and agam, only to be destroyed where they were.

Amencan news agencies announced the fall of AN LOC at least
five times. But AN LOC did not fall. '

Instead by April 26, HANOI'’s once awe-mspmng 9tb Dwmon._
had just about expended itself. Its commander was. allowed to pull hts

‘men out after a stmgmg reprlmand from HANOI

BADLY "MAULED: -

HANOI’s sth Division now moved up, with its commander boast-
Afully promising to take AN LOC in three days.

He tried hard between May 10 and May 15. By then the sth North -

Vietnamese Division had also been expended and had to be pulled back.

Two whole enemy divisions had broken themselves in a futile bid

to take a miserable little unfortified town with an area of perhaps three

lulometers

Even when there were no ground assaults, enemy artillery each
day pumped in never less than 1,000 rounds, in normal times, generally
about 2,000 rounds, arid when an assault was coming, 7, 000 to 8,000
rounds.

It must have been like being on the receiving end of one of Soviet
Marshal Georgi Zhukov's barrages in World War IL

All this time there was no medical evacuation from AN LOC —
though when this reporter was on the scene, there were already 1,000
wounded.

Was this really « pitiful » and « craven» — to quote one U.S..
reporter on the subject of the South Vietnam Army ? How many U.S.
units would have held on as well as the South Vietnamese did at AN

LOC?

Joseph ALSOP
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«.« And the South Vietnamese Army is really opposed to communism and is a pét

riotic

Army. The young and the old are on duty to prevent the spreading of communism and -

to protect the country from this inauspicious calamity. The free world is with anyone
Who TesSists COMMUINISING Meee: * - o o co o e o s e el T e e
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VN Armed Forces in counter-offensive operations...














































































