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d. Flight Control_ 

Flights of ten U'tl-lH aircraft were determined to be 
most acceptable and provided .flc=ibility and control. This coincided 
with the requirement of ten aircraft per lift company and promoted 
flight inter;rity. Internd flight control v,aa conducted on VHF. 

5. Rcconna.is t,iarice 

a. Initial Recon.."1.aiasance 

The p~imary reconno.issance of LZ areas was accomplished 
by the d:iviaion 1s organic cavalry squadron. The cavalry troop 
assigned the reconnaifloance mi:rnion of a design; t ed LZ area would 
begin its ~vork as mt~ch as three to four day a in advance oft he ass.a.ult. 
The reconnaissance of the LOLO area began a full week prior to the 
assault. Particular attentkn \Vas devote d to locating usable touch-
down points, and detecting enemy pos j ' '.ans. All detected e-n.emy pas -
ition9 were de.:llt with b~r the appropri;;.t(! weapons system avaP a ble 
which ·rang e d from ai rstril-::.c s to AI-I-lG gunchips. Three 12. 7mm 
positionfl , approximately one kilrnne:ter snutlw,cst of LOLO were detected ­
by the ca.va.lrr.one week prior to the assault. These targets were . 
given to the Air Force and deutroyed. This is only one ex.ample of the 
rapid employment 0f mr~sahre fire power in response to reclCT"'.....naiss :-.nce 
information which LJ..,s proyen to be so uuccesuful in neutrali:-;ing enemy 
threats. The locations of pos Gible LZ 's, enem}r positiona, and n ctable 
cache sites were patrned by the cava lry troop through its higher head­
quarters to the Al.iC and G roun.d Commander. The troop would cont­
inue its reconnaissance of the LZ area during the following days in 
attempts to detect and neu.traH~e additional enemy ponitions. When 
the A t1C and Ground Con1InZ1.nder decide d upon a suitable touchdowr,. 
point, the cavalry- trocp employed ~ir strike a and TAC air on the 
primary LZ, its approach and deparhire paths, and areaa which were 
suitable for use as alternate LZ 's. The troop ·1-•laced great emphasis 
on continuing it2 operatioa in cl k,re;e area to prevent the enemy from 
determining• the exact location of the LZ and adjusting hio defense 
accordingly. 
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