
The History of the 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry 
The reader is encouraged to review the isl of abbreviations as weU as the Ust of References and Credits presented at the end of ttis narrative. In comection with this narr 
the reader can benett by using the two page chronology, the Ust of awards and citations, the leadership roster, the Honor RoU of all the KWMIA, the illustrations of the base 
and the alphabetic roster of every pilot known to have served in the ?/17th Cav. 

Background Information - The Lineage of Air Cavalry 
The legacy of the Ar Cavalry concept is available from several sources. Lawrence 'Hank' Johnson's 'Winged Sabers• contains a very concise rendition, so we will quote • 
from it for the benett of those that have not yet had the pleasure of reading this fine book. 

Led by vertical envelopment proponerts such as L TG James M. Gavin, World War II commander of the 82nd Abn Div, the army continued to experiment with refilernefU 
the concept During 1955-56 tests were conducted with an experimental unit known as 'Sky Cav'. This unit combined tight tanks, reinforced infantry, Md helicopld 
fUlction as a cohesive, three-dimensional lll'1I. The test results proved less effective than the army had hoped, but in 1956 each of two airborne divisions was ~ ­
an arnome reconnaissance troop (Sky Cav). With the advent of the Combat Arms Regimental System (CARS) in 1957, these embryonic air cavalry units were de • 
A Troop (Recomaissance) (Aviation), 17th Cavalry, 82nd Abn Div; and B Troop (Recomaissance) (Aviation), 17th Cavalry, 101 stAbn Div. The term 'Sky Cav" was 
with no standanlized Table of Organization and Equipment (TO&E). On 26 Feb 1957, the Sky Cavalry Platoon (Provisional) was activated at Ft Rucker. Its st.fed 
was to fooclion as a test vehicle for the development of aerial reconnaissance concepts and systems for the army. 

Far from the glory of prestigious line units, in an obscure 'think tank' at Ft. Rucker, a group of incredibly far-sighted ·madmen· were at work. Assigned to the Army A 
Certer's Combat Developments Office (COO) in the late 1950s, the group labored intensively to develop an armed heUcopter strike force wihin the army. With otJ.s;tn: .. 

leadership from COL Jay D. Vanderpool, Md later from COL Delk M. Oden, 'Vanderpool's fools' of COO fought a tough, uphil ballle. Utiizing the assets aid 
the Sky Cavalry Ptaoon (Prov.), the 7292nd Aerial Combat Recomaissance Company was formed at Tiger Port, Ft. Rucker, on 24 Mar 1958. Referred to as 'the 
Cornpariy", the unit was irtended to serve as a test bed for all COO concepts. Through both contiooed experimentation aid the influence of former cav.J/y officers al C 
the unit woud evolve in stn.Jctae and woud come to resemble the highly successful armored recomaissance troop of World War II. It cortained aero-weapons, aero­
aid airmobile infantry, ail combined to form a helibome strike force. Its resemblance to the fiJJJe air cavalry troop was more tharl coincidence. 

In 1959 the Continental Army Command (CONARC) directed the Armor and Aviation Schools to develop the mission statement and TO&E for an Aerial ReconnaisscllCe 
Secuiy Troop (ARSn. The ftst ARST was activated al Ft. Rucker, on 24 Sep 1962, using the assets and expertise of the 8305th ACR, formerly the 7292nd ACR. 1lil 
ARSTwas designated D Trp (Ar), 17th Cav, and would further by redesignated B Trp 3117th Cav on 7 Feb 1963. As part of an army-wide move to update tactical effectiv 
the ReorganiZation Objective Army Division (ROAD) program was initiated in 1962. A major provision of ROAD was to auhorize an air cavalry troop (Acn in each iw· 
armored cavaky squadron. Unfortunaely, time has blurred which unit was the ftst air cavalry troop. Some sources credit the ACFVARST, others D Trp (Ar), 4th Sqm, 1 
Cav at Ft Carson, and others D Trp (Ar), 2nd Sqdn, 15th Cav which was part of the 4th Armored Div in Germany. For the first time in its history, the army possessed 
self-contained airmobile combined arms strike force. From its inception, the ACT was designed to be the only combat aviation unit tailored specifically for aggressive, oflens#I 
tactical operations. There was no doubt in the minds of Vanderpool's Fools that they had created the most tactically innovative and efficient organization to appe..- on 
ballefield in decades. 

C011C11Tett wkh the developments occooilg al Ft Rucker, a select group of officers with expertise in airmobile concepts was convened in 1962. Though format,, desi!,lal 
the Army Tactical Mobility Requirements Board, it soon came to be known as the Howze Board, after its chairman, GEN Hamilton H. Howze. Perhaps the most~ 
cortml1ion of the Howze Board was the recommendation that the army field a 'test' airmobMe division, and that a sub-elemert of that organization be an air cavalry squaa• 
(ACS). On 19 Mar 1964, 3rd Sqdn, 17th Ar Cav was activated at Ft. Berning, as a portion of the incremental build-up of the 11th Air Assaul Div. On 3 Jij 1965, the 11 
Ar Assault was redesignated the 1st Cavalry Div, and the 3117th Cav became the 1/91h Cav. 

Background Information - Air Cavalry in Vietnam 
The first ACS to deploy to Vietnam was, of COll'se, the 1/91h Cav with the 1st Cav Div in Sep, 1965. The first divisional ACT to deploy was D/1/4 Cav with the 1st Inf Div ii OcC. 
1965. nie., experiences and cornba contribuions in Vietnam during 1965 and 1966 are part of 'air cavalry sacred scriptt.re'. Thu successes led the army to aiJhorize men 
ACSs. In Nov, 1966, the 3/17 and the 7 /17 ACSs were activated at Ft. Knox. In the Spring of 1967, the 7/1 ACS was activated at Ft Knox. Dlmg the transformation of the 101 • 
Airborne Div to an airmobile division, the V17 was converted to an ACS. Each of the 28 ACTs and 5 ACSs that served in Vietnam added honorable and glorious chapters to ,M 
cavalry history. It is no coincidence that seven ACTs were the last U.S. combat elemerts to depart Vietnam on 26 Feb 1973. 

1966 

Activation 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry was 
activaed on 25 Nov by General Order 249, Headquarters, US Army Armor Center, Ft Knox, 
KY dated 25 Nov 1966 under TOE 17-9 Oct. The photo shows L TC Lawrence H. Jolvlson, 
Jr., received the squadron's colors from MG A.O. Sooes, Jr., then CG of the US Army Armor 
Center. Godrnal Army Ar Field at Ft Knox woud be 'home" for both the 3/17 Md the 7/17 
for the next nine rnorths. Retired COL Md VHPA Member 'Pete• Jomson provides some 
extradetais. 

Armor Branch knew they were going to activate the two squadrons so they began 
positioning mica! persomel and equipmert al Ft. Knox during the FaH. I.arrived in 
October aid by lae November it was getlilg cold and there were too many leaves 
covemg the goH co1.1se; so we had to go to work. Most of the Hueys were already at 
Godman. Al that time Ft. Knox was still 'locked in the CON US mentality" but we were 
a combat Lnil most likely destined for Vietnam so I wanted to be different. We started 
wearing Sl.t>dued insignia and name tags. I warted a unit patch that would help build 
esprt de corps like the units in Vietnam. 
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uadron Patch 
L TC Johnson's son, Hank Johnson, (mertioned above as the author of 'W11ged Sabers'), designed the ~ Aiders 
patch. L TC Johnson tiked the 17th Cavalry crest and wanted the 7 /17 patch to show a clear rellmonship. Hank chw 
several variations and LTC Johnson soomilled the one he liked to various patch makers. The SJlll' certered i1 the J)cfch 
was taken from the 17th Cavalry crest and represents the horse C;rJaJry heriage as wel the conceli of flyi'lg c.Nlily 
because the 17th Cav crest also has wings. The superimposed lightning bol cane from the R. Knox armored trmgle 
patch and symbolized the speed, power, and strength that air and ground vehicles ijve to the modem c.Nlily. The flasher 
with the words RUTHLESS RIDERS appears beneath the circular patch. L TC Jomson believed that RUTHLESS RIDERS 
was a fitting handle for a unit that was going to kick btit. The tlstory of the patch and how the 7 /17th used I is also 
interesting. Initially ~ was only available on OD cloth with black lines and letters. When paited on acraft, I was caled 
the "electric horseshoe" with a while or silver spur and a yeUow ligttning bol on a black backgromd. Hank prepared the 
master stencil and still maintains that l should be the "electric spur". The "elecbic horseshoe' stayed on the nose for 
some years but photos from the 1970-1971 period show the 7 and 17 runerals on the large crossed sabers (made 
popular by the 1 Cav folks) on the nose of the Hueys and LOHs and on the frort of the doghouse on the Cobras. Abot.t 
that same time a colored patch was made i1 Vietnam as weU as those metal 'beer can' crests~ people iced to wear. 
AJTywilj, if you want to get into this subject more, contact Hank - he loves l and cari go on for h<lll's. 

1967 . . •. 

prinaly sOll'ce materials for this year are: For HHT, the 14 page initial Annual Unit History (AUH) prepared by CPT Michael G. Law. For A Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by 
l T Robert J. Gibson. For B Trp, the 31 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Richard L. Montgomery. For C Trp three documents: the 12 page AUNS prepared by CPT Comeius C. ~olcorm, 
• a single page history st.Omi11ed as part of the 14th CAB's Yearbook, and the 21 page 1967-19681/lst Cav yearbook. For D Trp, the 18 page AUH prepNed bylT Brack 

, Jr. For the Sqm, nolhi'lg. 

ployment Preparations 
uary -The sqm's li1e troops were all officially activated on 4 Feb though they physically existed prior to that. Prior to this date, HHT c.med everyone i1 the sqm on ls mooing 

and other aooinistrcmve docooierts. Each of the we troop AUHs for the pre-deptoymert period cortains various details abOIJ the bulding refimslmeft they had to do 
Ft Knox, the eQLiprnet1 they received almost on a daily basis, the groups of Warren Officer fligtt class and various enlisted class gracilaes they received, etc,. etc. Richard 

gomery, who prepared B Troop's initial unl history, provided over ten pages detailing the training activlies. Whal follows is an attempt to ~e the hard work and long 
expended ckmg this period. • 

S-3 organized the Squadron Master Training Schedue as personnel from the various schools began to arrive. The foll' letter Troops were assigned areas of responsilily 
appoil1ed commilleesto develop the training lessons. For example, A Trp was responsible for all scout personnel B Trp for repelling techniques, and D Trp for i'lfaruy and 
plaoons. The scru training, conducted from 13 Mar to 6 Miri, included extensive map reading, types of reconnaissance, observer and gl6Tier traimg, plot quailicc(ions 
starmdizmi i1 the OH-6A, XM-27 weapons system familiarization, etc. Not only did each individual need refresher and specialized ski training, tu also ~ . crews, 
teams had to be trained as lnls. Then SOPs were writen. practiced, debugged and learned. Platoon IPs and ACs were selected and trained. There were several 'horror 
• • from this period; like weapons systems issued with missing componerts, the non-availability of OH-6As, last mirue qualifications for the M-5 grenade lan:her, not emqi 

of some types of training, not enough time for the Troops to conduct advanced ooil training, etc. A good example was the 'long rOllld" problem. The XM-21 systems for 
UH-1 Cs were plagued with excessive stoppages. Repeated 'convnunicalions' with the Arrey Weapons Corrvnand resulted i1 havi1g two DA civUJS spend some line at R. 

The team liscovered that many of the problems were due to a poortf designed arrvnunition box adapter and the misaligrvnert of clT1rTU1ilion triljs and crossover drives. 
lield ITKl<ification was developed and the Ft Knox machine-shop provided the equipment that solved this problem. The histories cortail many 'brigtt spots• which ilustrates 
resMcefinss and determination of these men. Examples ..-e: the use of training facilies ruside of Ft. Knox such as C~ Attertuy, IN and the Moutain lmger Ca111 

[lalDlega, GA; i1surilg maintenance personnel were enroled i1 many speciality cOll'ses, using Charlie Models to train Scrus ll1i enougi OH-6As med, pti1iJg observers 
BlP/ aircraft that was going anywhere just so they ·crud gain the experience, etc. 

- The i1divirual Troops emphasized field tr airing exercises i1 the Green River ..-ea 

VHPA Member Randy Bresnik provides: Early i1 January, Bob Young, Jim Jackson, and I wert to Rucker and became the Sqoo's fist LOH IPs. I reat,, ~ed ~ acralt 
and bei1g ari IP! In fact. my last three IT10l1hs i1 Vlelncm I was sert TOY from the Sqoo to the OH-6A NETT ii Vung Ta.I. Bu i1 those early days, I worked i1 the S-3 shop 
as the Assistart S-3 until MAJ Hefford took that slot, then I was a Liaison Officer. Besides working on the Master Training SchefiE, I had the responsililiy to go to ..-eas 
of 1cm that the local farmers had registered i1 the soil bank. Assigned with me was a fine civilian from the Arrey Corps of Engineers to hancle the necessay paperwork and 
between the two of us, we managed to obtain approximaely 5,000 acres of IJ1USed farm fields and wooded areas, very willingly, for the trairwlg of the 'boys goi'l' to Vletnan'. 
These six to eqt sies were used by OIi' heicopters as landing and field training areas. By the time we were through with ttls task, I crud tal< abru how poor the strawberries 
were doi1g this year because of the ablJldance of rail, how Uncle Luke's lumbago has been givi'lg tim fls for mot1hs, and a IIT)'riad of other importat topics. It was a very 
hecrtwarmi'lg experience to find the 'Quiet Majony' willing to do most anything for the men goi1g to war. 

-AdvillCed sqdn level training begoo wlh road and air movernert to Camp Dawson, WV. During the last half of Juy the emphasis was on weapons qualifications, _For~. 
-27 qualifications at WIicox Lake Range 13 - 19 Jul. The lnfartJy qualified i1 their priney weapons plus an alternate. . 

- Sqoo level A Tls were conducted in the Green River area near CampbeUsville, KY. Personnel from the forming 7 /1 sf. Cav served as aggressors. The tests were acmristered 
the US Arrey Aviation Group (PROV) at R. Knox. There was also an At Cavalry demonstration to the US Military Academy corps. Abot.t rnid-n1cnh the eqtipmert started 
• to Mabie, AL for ship loading. On the 28th the 87 organic sqdn ail'cratt departed R. Knox for Sharp Arrey Depot i1 Laltl'op, CA. While the .wcraft were bei1g prepared 

overseas shipmert, the soldiers took personal leave. 

Dber - On the 9th the sqdn's main boct,, was airffled from Standford Field, Louisville, KY to Oakland Arrey Terminal, Oaklclld, CA. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some irteresting details. I completed ubine heicopter mecharic school at R. Eustis ckmg Juy and was assi(Jled to B Trp just a few 
weeks prior to the Sqoo A TT i1 e.-t,, August. While at R. Eustis I was told that I wrud spend at least several IT10l1hs i1 a manermce facily before I had even a charige to 
jail a fligt crew; on arrival at R. Know I was promptly assigned to a new UH-1 H as the crewchief! To this day I am mildly mprised ~ I dim't kll myself or someone else 
whie acQlimg llTf 'OJT' with the Bravo Trp Blues!! Bu what I have to Siri abru OIi' airffl to California migtt be neresting. What reat,, happened was that we loaded orto 
COl1ract • c.mers, flyi'lg 7O7s, at Lolisvile airport with full webgear, packs and weapons. When we got off OIi' airplale at Sat Frn:isco lrtemational, you guessed l, 
we were at the wrong end of the teminal from where OIi' busses wailed to take us to the ship. The obvious answer - march the troops to the bosses. I wl never forget the 
spectacle of several lulaed combat troops marcting down the main concourse of SFO i1 a counn of fOll's!! Remember~ the 'Smmer of Love" was i1 flj swilg there. 

• The place was packed with hippies, earth mothers, flower children and acid rockers, al of whom fla pNlicked. They though someone had flipped cu and declil"ed matial 
law. We saw several break for the bathrooms to fkJsh the.- dope or just make for the nearest exit as fast as they crud. We tried to tel them to relax becaJse we were just 
passi1g thrOIJ!1!, tu nobody istened to us. Even the regua, cmens and business passengers seemed pretty blown awilj by this ~ 

the 10th they bocl"ded the USNS General Nelson M. Walker and departed for Vietnam. On the 27th the Sqdn came ashore at Qli Nhon, RVN and was trucked to CaJ11 Enai, 
Pleiru. It was assi~ to the 17th CAG of the 1st Avn Bde and attached to the 4th lnfaruy Div based at Camp Enari. Almost to the mari ~one~ wert rNer will the Sqcit 

,;a.tt tel you at least two 'Wei" stories"; so we wil let VHPA Member Don Wiliams tel them for everyone: 
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There were about 5,000 guys on the Walker and early in the voyage they had us tum in all our American money for MPC s~. Wei most everyone I knew kept a $20 1• 
or something back. The bclill was not scheduled to stop enroute but broke a shaft or something and needed to put into Subic Bay. We got the word that there wouldn't h• 
anyone allowed ashore but f111ally in the late afternoon we were told we could leave at 1800 and had to return at 2400. Needless to say bul there was a mad rush 10 lh• 
bars and'everyone 'found' some American money to spend. The object of the game seemed to be to drink as much as you coud as quickly as you coud. The poor o Ckt, 
took a serious hit that night. It wasn't long before guys were dancing on top of the piano and when its legs broke, breakilg other things seemed to be the next logic sI1111 
Furniture ended up through the windows and irto the pool. They had several one armed bandits and guys were playing them. If the machine didn't work •correctly' altw , 
coin was inserted, it was taken off the wall and deposited someplace. ArrfWay, it seems that the base commander's cap was on the top rack and someone in C Trp deci1lod 
'We needed it' as a memento of the 'battle of Subic Bay". The next morning there were several reasons why the boat wasn't allowed to sail. It seems there was at least Iw11 
good hearted Navy guy that trying to join the Army ... at least he was sleeping it off with lots of his drinking buddies. The Sqdn's XO was the senior officer on the boat su 111 
was the lucky guy to receive the •good news· from the Navy guys. Then the word went down that either we gave the hat back or paid for it or else. Jack luden, the G111 
Plat Lo-, heard this and 'figured' tis people probably had the hat; so he wrote a $45 check and the Admiral's hat became a C Trp treasure. The second story is noI :.o 
parochial to C Trp but can heard from most anyone that deployed with the Sqdn. It relates to the trip from Qui Nhon to Enari. The main body was loaded no trucks wlh 
their personal gear and weapons and convoyed over the Mang Yang Pass to Pleiku. Everyone had heard all the stories about the 1st Cav and the famous armush ol 1111 
French Mobile Group 100. Being aviators, they really didn't trust trucks. To top everything off, they were not given any ammo. Luckily the bad guys didn't take advanlaoo 
of this because even a rather small force could have had themselves an entire ACS that day! 

First Base Camp 
Upon .mval the 7117th was housed in WABTOCs tents in the northeast comer of the Camp Enari base camp. The 4th Div Engineers had built a new perimeter road about 1 !~I 
meters east of the former line and along the entire east end of Enari. They assigned the Sqdn this 'large track of mud' laid out for a bitlelilg area and motor park as well as 11"' 
Ruthless Heliport for aircraft parking and maintenance areas. For the next several weeks everyone helped build the new camp while conducting in- coWltry training and senin!J 1 ~1 
shop. The terts were wired for electricity and priority given to building a mess hall, latrines, and showers. As most everyone can remember, we were amays building somethu io 
and nothing was ever finished in Vietnam. The camp diagrams at the end of this history was included in the HHT unit history for the period ending 1968 and may~ us rerneml~• 
the relaive position of some of the places we helped build, where we lived or worked. 

VHPA Member Al Iller remembers: I joined the 7 /17th in late Jan from Ft. Rucker and commanded B Trp from the time it was formed. I really loved B Trp il1d the men wl w1 
served in l. I took considerable joy in the fact that it matured into a top notch ACT. Not only did we start with brand new flight officers but I remember al our Infamy peoI>14> 
were right Oil of All except for PSG Crtes. In fact, we had to get special DA authorization to make SGT E-5 squad leaders because there were no other EM in these urub 
Ttree B Trp senior officers (Doty, Earwood, and Longhoffer) would serve as Trp Cmdrs which says something about how we'd progressed. I'd say I had a good relalionsl1111 
wih L TC 'Pete' Johnson bti he really shocked me one day in mid-Dec. B T rp had only been conducting its own combat operations for five weeks or so il1d I really enjoyull 
leading il1d experiencing those operations. Arr{Nay, one evening he came into my office and said: 'Your relieved of your cornrncn:I!' Wei for a career soldier il1d becat1!,n 

I couldn't think of anything I'd done, or hadn't done, to hear those words was really terrible! He smiled and said that he was 'kickilg me upstairs"; so that's how I got thn 
job as Sqdn XO. There was a rather sad note to this. I replaced OWen Haxton who was a fine TC officer but 'Pete' wanted only Armor officers in the prmry leadersh111 
positions in the Sqdn, so he had Haxton transferred to a CAB someplace. Prior to all this happening, I was in the Sqdn's advanced party which consisted of the CO, S-t 
through S-4, Maintenance Officer, all Trp COs, the TAC FAC Party and certain key EM. We left Standiford Field, LouisviUe, KY in a C-141 a day or two after the main bo,fy 
had dep.-ted. Within 48 hours we landed al Saigon and transferred to C-130s for the flight to Pleiku. We arrived there in the middle of the night and were met by MAJ 'Pelo· 
Ken<iick, the CO of D/1/10th CAV; they were our 'host ooit'. They took us by heticopter to Enari. The 4th INF was prepared for us but our final base camp ,.-ea was 111~ 

qule ready al that time so they assigned us an area on the extreme northeast side of the camp that contained enough WABTOCs for our group. Duri1g the ensling limo. 
prior to the arrival of the main body, we were briefed on in country operations and the friendly forces' locations, missions, road net work as weU as the enemy dispositio11:; 
AddEonally, the Sqdn and Trp Cos wereftrther 'oriented' by participation in various opns with the 1110th CAV. Plaming for the mal of the main body and our ~ m• 
to ilclude rOlte seelrty of the convoys occupied the S2, S3, and S4 folks. The HHT CO began initial coordination with the Division Engineer on the evertual smg for 11 111 
Sqdn along the East side of Camp Enari. This project ultimately became to Sqdn XO's and the construction of the Sqdn's base camp facilities by oi.r troops with so11111 
assistance from the 4th Eng Bn. Construction of aimaft revetments, landing and refuetinwrearm areas were performed by the 4th Eng Bn assisted by other engineer u11rt:. 
from the Pleiku area. We worked hard at mailtainilg a good relationship with the Division Engineer and the 4th ENG Bn. We had a party for them abot.t Jan il1d they ma,k• 
me an 'Honorary Engineer' for the Sqdn's efforts over those months. This paid off because I befieve we were the only unit allowed to use their large cement mixer to pou 
our own concrete slabs. This was stil true when the replacement C Trp arrived the next summer. I can specifically remember that concrete pouring project because • 
continued weU into the wee hours of the morning and was probably the first totally beer can reinforce slab in cOWltry! Between the tine the main body arrived il1d so1111, 
tine in Dec, the building of the Sqdn facilities commenced with each Trp providing a work party that was consolidated under the Sqdn control and foDowed the 'base camp 
developmert plan'. For some reason the number 54 sticks in my mind as the number of structures including biUets, mess halls, lalrines, showers, ck.os, PX, Chapel. 
Dispensary, Orderly and Opns, mainlellcMlCe facilities, etc. I might add that there is a story for just about each one! Waililg for building supplies crealed many delay:;_ 
however, ltv'ough the resourcefulness of many, shortages in these were somehow made up ltv'ough begging, borrowing and bribery (to name but a few). Of p.rticua not11 
was one WO Waker Riddle, a former USAF EM, a scr01.nger 'par excelance'. As the 7 /17th 'Liaison Officer" to Cam Ranh Bay he accourted for fluorescert li!tf, hot watuI 
heaters, nails - whatever he could bargain for. A constant supply of AK-47s, Montagnard cross bows, baskets, il1d other crafts were directed to him for barter. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some interesting details. After 19 days at sea .and a memorable visit with the Navy at SUbic Bay, we reached QLi Nhon lale in thu 
afternoon. All night long patrol boats circled the ship dropping grenades in the water to discourage marxist frogmen from bagging a shipload of AmericcllS. The noisu. 
especially below desks, was something else. The next days we offloaded and the bulk of our persoMel were trucked up the road ltv'ough the Mang Yang Pass to Camp 
Enari. While other may recall that we were not armed for the trip, the Bravo Troop Blues certainly were. OUr platoon sergeart, SFC Crtes, promoted a basic armuiitio11 
issue from a local Nha Trang source for our personal weapons, mainly M-16s and M-60s as well as M-79 rounds, grenades il1d smokes. Crtes was not aboti to let h1:. 
people go up the road that was the site of one of the most famous ambushes in history withOlt live ammo. After we got to Camp Enari, I got tapped to crew a UH-1 D wu 
borrowed from another unit. This aircraft was mainly piloted by CPT Peterson, whom I befieve was the XO of C Trp. We were mailly tasked with a variety of "ash & trash· 
il1d liaison missions between Qui Nhon, Camp Enari and Camp Holloway during the next few days as our equipment started corning off the Walker. Meanwhie, an old Navy 
jeep carrier converted to MSTS service arrived with our aircraft and a lucky few of our people who had been detailed to ride with them. These poor folks had the rnisfortu1111 
to get stuck in Honolulu for a few days while their ship got some emergency repairs. Meanwhile back at Qui Nhon, a B Trp gunship crewchief got oti on the economy and 
gained the distinction of becoming the kst 7/17er to come down with a dose. For the rest of our tour he proudly bore the appropriale nickname, •Clap". As it happened, my 
own aircraft, 66-16022, was the very kst on the carrier. CPT Pete and I returned the old Delta to ls own outfit and my bird became the 'eyes of the squa<ron' (but wih nu 
door guns or a ful crew as yet). Before leaving Ft. Knox, all our conexes had been coded on their tops with color patches and unit letters so they could be seen from the air, 
bti not from gr0t.r1d level. It seems our leaders had known we would be sending our gear right past a certain weU- known air cavally division's base camp. wtile I Ccmut 
remember the name of the officer, I spert several days with a Hght colonel flying up and down the highway between Qui Nhon and Plei<u keeping track of our conexes. Whc11 
we SJ# a truckload of our conexes parked off the road, we landed as close as possible and the colonel made his posEO!l crystal clear to the persomel responsi>le for U1u 
delay. As it happened, we got the all the sqdn's gear past An Khe with the loss of blt a single conex containing B Trp's light sets. In August of 1968, we ocCl4)ied some ot 
the 1st Cav's old barracks near the Golf Course after that division had moved north to support the Marines. We found a conex built no a sandbag strucllXe al the end of ;i 

~ room with a brass padlock hanging from a hasp that had been cut ltv'ough with a torch. St.re enough, our former supply officer (CW2 Schulte, then a SCOLt) sti had 
the key that fk the lock! The light sets, however, were long gone and the conex was quite empty. (Editor's note: During a phone conversation, Al Iller mertioned many ol 
the same things Don just descri>ed. Al said that all the second tour guys in the Sqdn were weU aware that the •real enemy•, so far as equipmert was concerned, would be 
other Americao Iris; especially those with comections with the TC and QM folks thal ran the convoys and could "siphoned off' conex cortainers. Hence, the scheme Iu 
pait something distinctive on the top.) 

Becoming Operational 
November - At the beginning of the month, the Sqdn's aircraft were still being off loaded at Qui Nhon and Vung Tau. These activities were not without some irteresting events. 
Several VHPAers remember the first LOH to leave the carrier. We'll listen to Randy Bresnik: 
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I was on deck with LTC Johnson and CPT Bob Young at the time. L TC Johnson really loved the OH-6A! We watched as CPT Skip Holcomb from C Trp lifted off to the south 
and started his right 180 tum back toward Qui Nhon. Even though there was a major storm to the north of us, it was very calm around us that day. What little wind there 
·was carne 'from the south. As he continue(] his tum, however, he was in a stead, slow descent and impacted on the absoltiely smooth water abeam the carrier's island 
about 1 oo yards west of us. We were shocked with what had happened, because there was never any change in his flight path. Just as we thought we had lost him (and 
his wife had just had their first baby while we were sailing across the Pacific), he miraculously popped to the surface. The ship's motor launch was already making way and 
recovered him in short order. We all breathed a great sigh of relief. Skip was ok but I think he broke his arm during this accident. 

1 llcre are several versions as to the cause of this accident. One has it that Skip put his briefcase next to the seat and being a little nervous, forgot to strap ii down. When he nosed 
over during take off, the case fell over and wedged between the seat and the cyclic - much to his horror! Another says that they had loaded the ship with its weapons system, 
·.11me spare parts, and extra gear to the extent that ii was out of CG. The day was hot and the wind was calm; so the DA was high. Hopefully, Skip will eventually come to a VHPA 
llcunion; we 'll buy him a beer and all tisten to his side of the story! 

11/ 1/1 o Cav, the 4th Div's organic ACT, provided much of the orientation but each ACT deployed north to Chu Lai for about a week for further operational combat training with a, 
ACT from the 1/91h CAV. By the end of the month, the Sqdn was conducting operational missions. 

Again VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some interesting insights: While we were scheduled to do a gradual workup once we got in-country (we did, indeed, learn some 
valuable lessons during joint operations with the 119th Cav), some elements of the 4th Inf got into some serious action at Oak To during Nov and needed OU' lift capacly. 
While I do not think we were conducting troop operations at this point, we certainly did make some hilltop re-supply missions under fire in support of an AHC that was eqlipped 
with Deltas. These guys were favorably impressed with the performance of our Hotels with the Dash-13 engine and its abUlty to drop into an Ll on a high DA day wih<u 
suddenly spreading the skids. One of their crewchiefs asked me where he could buy one! We also met our first door guMers, who were mostly infantry types transferred 
in from tine units that had been wounded in action at least three times in order to qualify for doorgunner duty. There was 'Simon Split" who had been in the infantry for ajt 
months when he joined us (and later got a well-deserved gig as the colonel's driver) and Marvin White who was a major league, stone cold natural with NI M-60 from the 
ground or the air!! These guys, Thank God, taught us a lot, including the fact that, for the most part, the average Chartie was a terrible shot. 

16 Nov- First OH-6A Shot Down - C Troop had been flying some 'ash & trash' but today was their first operational mission. VHPA member Tom Pearcy provides the folowing: 

Fred Nicely, Blue Ghost 17, was the scout with the first team. When I arrived on station, he briefed me that they had seen nothing and were basically screening ahead of the 
2/1 Armored Cav pushing toward a village reported to be an enemy base camp. The terrain was rolling hills covered by thick, tall trees. Periodically there were clearings 
which held several rice paddies and a small village with 10 to 12 houches. There was a reinforced trail or road leading through the area from village to village and the armored 
folks basically followed this road. I was Blue Ghost 18, flying scout in an OH-6A for the second team and Greg Ross and 'Wild Bill" OWens were flying a C model gm. I 
made my initial pass over the open terrain toward the village at a fairly high rate of speed because that is what we had been told to do to save Oll' tut. As I neared the vlage 
I noticed what I'd never seen before but had heard about, spider holes. There were four or frve of them running along this path leading toward the vilage. I poited this otJ 
to my gumer, Ed Gay, and turned the ship around for a second look. As we came back around, they threw open the covers, came up otJ of the holes and started shooting 
at us with AK-47s and bolt action rifles. There were four or five of them. Of course my voice goes up several octaves and I'm screaming •Receiving Fire'. My QLmef' was 
so excited that he threw the smoke out without pulling the safety pin. Greg's saying 'Where's the fire coming from?' I'm saying 'Back there! Back there!' And not giving 
him very good directions at all. I 111ade a sort of U turn at the end of this open area and started back toward the village so we could mark. I did a lillle zigging and zagging 
this time and we took some hits. Again my voice is up at least six octaves and out goes the smoke. But for some reason or other, it may have been a dud or it sank in some 
water before ii could completely ignite, there was just a little trickle of smoke from the grenade. So I turned around just before the village and started back again. This time 
the smoke did get out in the correct area. I'm flying with my head looking left and adjusting Greg's rockets. You know - 'A lillle more to the left. Add 50 to Iha par.• And 
Ed says 'Mr. Pearcy ... ah ... tree!!' I looked up and saw the biggest tree I've ever seen almost dead in my flight path!! So I hit left everything and miss the tree by what 
seemed like inches blJ was most likely a couple of yards. This, however, was part of the VC plan as they had a claymore mine or something lwlging in the tree. The 
explosion went off and sheared the tail rotor drive shalt. Just as the ship was starting to yaw, the engine made this terrible winding sOllld and qul. That corrected the yaw 
and I went straight another 50 or so meters before running out of most everything. The words of my civitian ftighl instructor at Wolters came no my ears: 'There wil .tways 
be a place to put the aircraft down in time of emergency.• I remember thinking - 'Yah, if you're so right you#@%&* - why am I going rigtt into these trees?' So I <id a 
zero airspeed autorotation and pulled everything I had at tree top level. We feH about 30 or 40 feet through the trees and then went irrverted with the rotor blades sort of 
chopping a hole as we came down. When we came to a stop, I turned off the electrical system and started working with my harness. Unfort111ately the seat belt part had 
been installed in the aircraft backwards and I am hanging upside down in it worrying that the ship would catch fire and explode. The mairtenance people later said Iha I 
almost had the webbing worked in two. My fingers were sure bloody I remember that. The cyctic had banged my shin up a little, my observer had wet his parts, and the 
g1n1er had been scratched by the M-60 as it banged around; so we really weren't hurt at all. We took just a few smokes (I think we had lost a few on the way down or 
something) and our weapons. I remembered the E&E training from Rucker to move away from the aircraft about 50 yards so if the VC came and shot up the aircraft, we 
wouldn't be tut. We let off the smokes and were sad to see they were all green which didn't do much under the tall trees in this area!! Greg did see this smoke. AbolJ this 
time a few shots were fired in our direction and we were definitely scared. A little later I heard an APC moving up the trail about 50 to 75 meters away from us. The foliage 
was so thick we certainly couldn't see each other. I waited until it got just about even with us and fired a clip from an M-16 irto the air. The APC kept going toward the 
village, turned around and came back. When they were again close to us, I fired in the air again. They kept going down the trail, tlmed around again and st;ned back. I 
fred the third time and was surprised to hear their 50 open up all around us!! I was just trying to signal them but they were scaring the hel otJ of us!! They later told us 
they thou!tt they were taking fire. That thought had never occurred to me!! Greg saw this and screamed at them to •cease fire• which they did. We heard them let the rs 
ramp down, so we knew we'd be seeing ther infantry pretty soon. The thought now occurred to me: How am I going to make cortact with these guys? H I stood up and 
yeled 'Hi Guy! over here!' I figured they blow me away. Anyway they had this black guy as point and we could see and hear them working towards us. Finaly when the 
pan mill was abolJ 20 yards away I said 'Psst! We've over here!' Arr-}way, we made cortact after a while were extracted and the LOH was retrieved. 

rtie VHPAers who attended the Unit History luncheon cuing the Long Beach Reunion in 1987 will long remember the slide show. Greg had just finished teling the story abOIJ 
r om getting shot down and shooting 'at the armored coum• to get their attention. Greg played the story for all ii was worth by carefully poirting au the small holes in the LOH 
made by the VC AK-47 and the large holes made by the American 50 cal. Naturally, the whole room was in tears with laughter!! It was easy to laugh then because we coud see 
I om and knew he had survived. However, no one was in the Cav for long without learning that being in a LOH was a serious and dangerous occupation. 

On the 26th C Trp was told to move to Chu Lai to be ;Ktached to the 14th CAB and opconed to the 196th Lt Inf Bde of the America! Div. The Lllit moved its persomel and equipmert 
hy orgaric aircraft, C-130 aircraft and by LST'i. The base camp building process began anew. The unit installed showers, renovated existing buikings, pu up latrines and 
constructed new bunkers for the perimeter defense. By 4 Dec the aircraft maintenance area was well enough estabtished to allow the C Trp to support tactical nissions. VHPA 
member Jack Burden provides some important background information about these times: 

The America! Div had only been officially reactivated in Sep from TF OREGON. It was a coUection of many formerly independent units such as the 196th Inf Bde and the 
recently arrived 198th Inf Bde. In fact until the 11th Inf Bde arrived and became operational, one Bde of the 1st Cav with an ACT from the 119th worked with the Americal 
Div. The Americal's armored cav unls were F Trp 17th Cav and the 1st Sqdn 1st Cav. The 1/1 st had deployed witholJ its ACT, so even though the Americal had cwilly 
support; they didn't have an ACT. For the next few months, C Trp would basically be their ACT. I was part of C Trp's advanced party on the move to Cl'l.l Lai. Basicaly Amf1 
units were taking over bases and AOs from the Marines to allow their units to move further north. We were glad to see buildings when we arrwed at Cl'l.l Lai bt1 the Mames 
had taken everything that wasn't nailed down and even somethings that were. I selected two buildings for the Gun pilots that were separated by abotJ a 20 foot space. Soon 
after everyone arrived, we decided to build a Gun pUots' club in that space between the two buildings. On the night we officially open the cltiJ I walked i1 and smied when 
I saw the Admiral's cap nailed to the wall as a decoration. It is true I had written a check for $45 to pay for that hat. But the Navy guys were realy good abotJ the whole 
thing. They retl.med my check and said we could keep the hat since we were going to Vietnam. They even wished us 'God Speed' (or maybe l was 'good speed' after 
seeilg what we'd done to their club); I can't remember which! Anyway, nailing hats to the wall became a tradition. I lost mine to the wal Iha niglt and most everyone else 
did as well. When I was promoted to Major a few weeks later, my first hat was also taken from my head and nailed to the wall. They were a fun booch of G111 pilots!! 

On the 27th, A Trp received its first •solo' operational mission to support the 2nd Bde, 4th Div with a series of cordon and search missions around Ban Blech which is on OL 14 
abolJ hall way from Pleiku to Ban Me Thuot. During these missions Chieu Hoi's and families would be relocated to either Ban Me TtlJot or Pleiw. Nea- the end of the mor1h the 
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approxmalet'J ~ mai 4Ulh I c Mairtenn:e Detactmert was attached to the Sqdn and ndividual platoons to each of the ACTs. For exarJ1)1e, the 2nd Plaoon was 
CTrp. 

December. A Trp's Blues with B Trp's and most of D Troop swept large areas of the Chu Prong Mountains until mid-Dec. Two of their ambushes netted fOll' NVA klled • 
caplll'ed along wlh 1,500 l:>s of rice and several docLmenl packets. On the 18th, A Trp began supporting the 1st Bde, 4th Inf w of Dak To. They worked the hils ar~ 
Ben Het SF Camp near the Laotian border and found a small enemy base camp. From the 27th through the 31st, A Trp supported the 173rd Abo Bde by inserting the BkJea 
De Boaal Plartalion area A unit of the NVA 95-B Regiment was fwid and six were killed. A Trp captured 4,000 lbs of rice, two weapons, six B-40 rockets, seven arti-tn 
2,700 rOlllds of SA armio, plus 200 docunefts. 

There were lots of other <Uies as VHPA Member Randy Bresnik tells us: Most of the teams that worked the AOs will have to search the back of thei rrilds for 
of iaison officers. For three months starting in December I spent most of my time at 'the Oasis", or Plei Mrong, or Kortum as part of smal group of HHT people po 
there to support the AC Ts. I got along real wel wih these 4th Div folks and often attended their briefings for the CG. I learned a lot abou the war and saw lots of the c 
NVA equipment. When I was at Enari I also attended the daily briefings at the Div TOC. It was really interesting to be able to watch the erue war effort for most of w 
II Corps! I also manned the radio relays on several occasions. l'U bet most everyone can remember how good it was to talk to a radio relay while operating in a list 
and needing to get a message back to the base camp. I can remember sleeping next to a 155 SP howitzer that f1red H&I most nigtts. Bit after awhile, you cart sleep Ill 
most of it. I didnl mind living at Kontum wih the 57th AHC folks. It was pretty quite until one night, some VC sappers got in and wrecked quite a bi of equipmert 
they were llmed away. They left a runber of thei budoes behind, to my great joy. 

As mertioned earlier, C Trp became operational in Chu Lai on the 4th. On the 13th, they conducted a detailed recon of a four gird square block that included the viage of Tlch 
(2). After workirlg the area for aboti an hoLr they noticed several camouflaged bunkers around the village and decided to insert the Blues to the east of the vilage. A mixed 
(one Scou and one Gun), screening aiead of the Blues as they moved to the south and west, sigtted several VC attempting to leave the western side of the viage. The 
killed one, two sets of Guns killed three more and even the C&C killed two more. About the same tine, another mixed team sigtted abru six VC attempting to tide in a 
to the swh of the vlage. The Lift moved one of the Blue squads further to the souh as a blocking force and the Blues came under intense sniper fire. As the squad closed 
the VC, SP4 Richard Dwois was hit in the face by a grenade. Before it exploded, he pushed his Pl Sgt and another member of tis squad behind a hedgegrow. The BkJes 
two and the Scous kled three more as they tried to escape from the Infantry. One OH-6A was damaged by hostile fire. The Infantry completed a sweep of the viage and 
~ al sqiticart bl.llkers. Total for the day: 12VC kiled. On the 15th, aC Trp mixed team found and sank 28 VC ScKTIPans on an nand waterway. On the 161h, C Trp had a 
team working wih the 1/1 Cav. VHPA member Tom Pearcy was shot down in a LOH and his crew chief/door gunner PFC James Goodman was wot.nded. The gromd Cav 
pu a perineter aromd the LOH lrti the ready reaction force from C Trp arrived. By the end of the day they claimed 20 VC killed and 15 strucll.l'ed destroyed. On the 171h. 
Trp Sew spotted several VC hiding in camouflaged sampans abou 4Ks north of Tam Ky. AU had weapons and packs. He killed three wih the mii and gooner one wih the 
and one more wlh a .45 and the observers one more wih a .38. They destroyed eigt sampans with grenades and hovered over the site to recover some weapons, anvno, 
gear and packs. Dmng this same time frame, the C Trp C&C was flying over a village just north of Lake Song Dam when an estinated 150 lb bomb detonated under the sill) 
they received SAs and AWs fire. The door gooner kiUed one VC and another Gun ship killed four more trying to evade into a bl.llker. After an airstri<e, a friendly gromd unit 
this ..-ea C Trp retuned to the site where they'd fomd the sampans earlier in the day ~ to find some VC trying to recover some eQt.ipmert. TITee more died and even 
~ was recovered during this visit. A lille further from this scene they found and sank 25 more sampans. On the 21st, C Trp worked with the F/17th Cav and M/1 C• 
in the 196th Bde's AO. F Trp made cOltact and C Trp inserted thei' Blues which captured two suspects. The C&C found another hiding underwater breathing thrOIJ!jl a reed. 
was easy to keep him covered until F Trp came over to capture him. Later in the day, a mixed team was screening for N1/1 and spotted ten NVA. Before the battle could be jor,e4. 
an M/1 APC sank while crossing a river. A LOH hovered over it while the crew chief tuJg on the skid and saved three guys from the APC bii two others were lost. A lille wi. 
later, M/1 made coitact wih an estimated NVA Co and C Trp helped screen the flanks and provided Gun support. The Sews removed several Americans from a sick APC a1' 
wlh the reooced load, it was able to cross the river. The Scow then killed a few NVA attempting to get irto positions to fire on the APCs. C Trp was credited wih 20 kiled before 
the airsbikes were called in and darkness forced everyone to halt. On the 28th, C T rp started screening for two platoons of 8/211 Inf that had been inserted to look for a VC en. 
A mixed team spotted and killed a VC in uniform, with a weapon abou 2,000 meters southeast of the Infantry. The Infantry corrvnander inserted B Co's other platoon at the slljj 
of the kl to exploit art/ fmher findings. The next Cav team discovered some new bl.flkers fmher to the souh. While working these, they discovered a smal VC force camoullaQed 
wih trees on thei backs moving through a wooded area. The Infantry arrived in time to coUect two VC wounded and verified four killed by C Trp. The Infantry convnander cfmoed 
the di'ection of attack for both of B Co's units and had an armored Cav platoon establish a block to the west. B Co was able to advance quickly under C Trp's screen. Soon ariothlt 
Cav team had fomd several camouflaged bl.flkers and the Infantry commander made further adjustments to the armored Cav and advancilg Infantry. By the end of the dcri, 17 
VC wih weapons were killed (12 by B Co and five by C Trp), five more were captured along with numerous weapons and military eQUipment, 23,000 lbs of rice and six lbs ~ 
doctJnem. 

Year End SUmmary • The squadron had ·started from scratch", was equipped, trained, and deployed to Vietnam. With the exception of C Trp who was living in Clll Lai and attached 
to the 14th CAB and supporting the America! Div, the rest of the sqdn was based al Camp Enari while supporting primarily the 4th Inf Div bii also the 173rd Abn Bde and the ARVN 
23rd Div in western II Corps. They had learned to work wlh and support their higher headquarters. They were successful in killing and capllmg the enemy and thougJ several 
~ss Riders had been wot.nded, none died this year. 

1968 

The primary SOI.fee materials for this year are: For HHT, the 14 page initial AUH prepared by CPT Michael G. Law. For A Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Robert J. Gilson. 
For B Trp, the 31 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Richard L. Mortgomery. For the original C Trp, the same three documents mentioned for last year. The 1/1 st Cav's history has a 
good map that shows the relative location of the various FBs and L1 base camps. For the replacernert C Trp, a 14 page AUNS prepared by CPT Edward F. Jomson pkJs a Yearbook. 
For D Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by LT Brack Jones, Jr. For the Sqdn: a 37 page Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation, a 20 page Operational Report • Lessons 
Learned (OR-LL) for the period 1 FEB thrOIJ!jl 30 APR, a 28 page OR-LL for the period 1 AUG through 31 OCT, and extracts from a 30 page OR-LL for 1 NOV through 31 DEC. 

January . A and D Trps worked w of Kormn for the first ten days of the month. Together they Idled 14 NVA and captured one. For the next ten days, A Trp worked ouof Dak 
To. On the 9th, W01 James L Phipps, W01 Rainer S. Ramos, and their Gunners SP4Warren E. Newton and PFC Fred J. Secrist, al from C Trp, were in a UH-1 C that received 
irtense enemy fire and crashed. They are thougt to be the first air crew members to be killed from the 7117th and VHPA members Don Williamson and Jack Burden provide some 
detais: 

Jack says that it is inportart to remember that the battles associated with T et of '68 started abolt one month earlier in this part of I Corps because the 2nd NVA had become 
very aggressive since rigtt after Ctrislmas and had been pushing towards the Coast. The America! folks were still pretty new in-cOIJ1Jy and were giving ~ grOt.lld in •no 
man's land". Most of the tine C Trp would stage ou of Hawk Hill as it supported the 1/1 st Cav based there. Hawk Hil was abot.t a mie from the oceari, west of QL 1 cl1(f 
abou halfway between Clll Lai and Da Nang. Most every day C Trp would send teams looking to see how far the NVA had advanced in a given sector. The ~ 
instructions were for C Trp not to fly no NVA Country because the Division was not in a position to provide the extensive support that even a downed bird coud generae. , 
C Trp had a differert operational configmmon than either A or B Trp. We would take OtJ" Lift with the Blues and several sets of Guns and Scous to Hawk Hil. We diml ft/ 
a C&C per se. We would send ou one or two mixed teams (one LOH and one UH-1 C Gun) to recon by themselves knowing that the rest of the troop was literaly standing 
by for them. If a team made coitact or warted to put the Blues in, then we would try to pull the other mixed team into the same general area to rtinimize the risk of havilg 
two birds down in two differert areas. It was really neat when one team would find something and ask for Gun support; because most tines we would send fOtJ" Charie 
Models to answer the call. That was a real 'heavy, heavy team• and usually did a bang up job on the bad guys! Billy Williams and I were Majors and used to take tuns 
di'ecting the operations from Hawk Hil or in a C&C when we got no a figlt I was on the hill on the 9th. 

Don cortn.Jes. I was the ranking officer and the leader of the mixed team on the 9th. We had been briefed and given an AO on the west side of FB Ross and another litlle 
wpost just beyond l They were the last friendly positions and most everything to their west was NVA Country. We called that a •no fly line" because of the Division Sl4)llOft 
policy Jack just descri>ed. I remember spreading w the maps on some sand bags and we all talked about our route to the AO. Nalll"ally, nming a map and flying a LOH 
low level doesn't make rooch sense; so I gave my maps to Phipps and Ramos. I still betieve we missed a tum and flew west too far. AIPJWay, I remember passilg over a 
smal pond and receiving fire. I broke and caled the Gunship to warn them abru the fire. I hadn't even made a complete circle yet when I heard them say that they were 
taking fire and had been hit. They cortrued flying on the same heading, so I firished the circle and climbed up behind them. I told them I was 'rigtt on them" so if they 
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needed to land or whatever I was in a position to support them. Ar'fW'il'/, they kept flying straight and flew right into the side of ttis mou1ain doing al least 90 kros!! We 
had just refueled and rearm. Brother, what an explosion and a fire!! I made several passes hoping to see someone get Dll bul they really didn't have a chance. On rrrt 
second pass I was REALLY RECEIVING FIRE. I called for help and remember talking wih everyone that evening. They all ageed l was the WORST FIRE they had ever 
received. • 

Jack firishes the story. When we received Don's call, we launched everything we had a Hawk Hill. I was calling back to Chu Lai and coordinating things; bti was realy 
desperate to get 011 there. One ACT of the 1/9th Cav was living at Hawk Hill at the time. They came over and looked at the crash poit on the map. They agreed l was 
certaitj bad guy courtry bul said if our troop was going in (meaning putting the Blues on the groood); that they would go as wel. At first I realy tel good aboti ttis and 
was reactt to convnil both troops. Finally, I displaced some poor Gun pilot and flew out there in Greg Ross's gunship. They must have picked.the base Cal1ll fDf a heavy 
weapons lrils of an NVA Regt; the fire was realty bad!! It didn't take long to realize that we would doom both troops if we tried to go in there. Their stip was stl blJTing 
like mad when I got there with ammo, especially WPs going off. I made a couple of passes at abol.t 50 knots aboii 20 feet over the sle bul certaitj saw notting that was 
encouraging at all. We tried to go back the next day bll l was still too hot. There was a small OP about 300 meters up the steep hil frDfn the crash sle. Abeu a week and 
a hall later, these friendly called us to S'i1'f that the area was secured. I took a special team in to inspect the site. We found some IUTlcll remains and the team was pretty 
posmve they had identified four left legs. Even so they were officially carried as MIA for many ye,.-s; bul I have .no dotilt that they died. -

The official Defense Intelligence Agency material (refer to Phipps or Ramos in the KIA section in a VHPA Directory) states that orly PFC Secrist's remains were recovered; the 
CIChers (Newton, Ptipps, and Ramos) were Msted as MIA because their remains could not be identified. On the 11th, an A Trp LOH took rine Ills bul was able to make l back to 
Dak To. Their Blues and a O Trp platoon were 11serted and made heavy contact with the NVA who withdrew leaving 15 dead. On the 151h, A Trp wert to the rescue of an armored 
coiJnn that had been ambushed. The Cav broke the ambushed and killed 12. Three days later, while working the same area the ScOlls suddentJ came tllder heavy AWs fire 
m one plot was wounded. Airstrikes and artillery were used to silence the NVA who lost 7 kiUed and had two recoilless rifles destroyed. Dll'ilg the last p.-t of the mooh A Trp 
worked arOllld Pleiku. On the 20th A Trp's Scouts found six NVA taking evasive action and killed four but then an LOH was shot down. The BkJes were ilserted to protect the 

rw. In the action that foMowed, the Blues killed five more and captured some medical supplies and a weapon. On the 22th, A Trp fOllld five NVA 11 a bln<er and the GlllS kled 
ee. When the ScOlls returned to check Oll the area, SP4 Dale S. Puishis was killed when tis LOH was shot down, crashed and tuned. The other two crew mermers were 

d bul were successfully extracted. B Trp's unit history contains a single paragraph covering operations prior to TET which is why we had very litle on ttis ACT <img the 
two moohs 1967. Basically they considered those pre-TET operations as ·on the job' training for the d'iJ'fs that foUowed. Operating Dll of CcM11J En.ri, B Trp used Plei Djereng, 
"Kleng, Komm, Oak To, the Oasis, Ban Me ThJot, Ben Het and An Khe as staging areas for daily operations. They supported the 173rd ABn Bde, al three 4th Di'I Bdes, 

SF Iris and LRRPs, plus \lOilS of the 101 st Abn. They accounted for 37 VC and NVA kiled, 26 captired, 4 weapons captired, 5 tons of rice recovered Of destroyed pkJs 
100 doClmerts captired. 0 Trp provided vehicuar reconnaissance and fire base secldy al Ban Me Tlmt for most of the lllDl1h. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides: One of the funniest ix:idert of rrrt tour ilvolved another B Trp Huey crewchief named Sandoval. Sandy was a little rnocxt,, bul was a 
meticuous and careful technician. One d'i1'f MAJ Hefford was flying C&C in Sandy's slip during an operation near Polei Kleng. Whie Dll In the AO, the main rm tai:h 
generalDf failed which generated a few choice words from the Major. While Sandy took offense to the commerts abDll his aircraft, HeffDfd's_ all~ Qlicktf retlmed to 
the war. He flew back to the staging area and set down to ciscuss something face to face wlh another officer, and Sandy thougt he was going to be cin the 170tnl for 
awtile. As soon as they landed, Sandy got Oll, opened the engine and transmission cowls, and got up on the engine deck to st.-t removilg the tach genercfor (wih the 
engine stil running) . M'il'/be Sandy should have thought through this one better? Meanwhile, Hefford finishes his conversation and takes off wlh Sandy sti on the engi1e 
deck. Ever a reswceful feUow, Sandy crawls forward by hanging on to antemas and ventilator cups lfiil he is above the piol's wildshield. He then leans faward wih his 
head down in frort of the Major and starts banging on the windshield. Meanwhile the rest of the Lift had been tryi'lg frartically to rcise the CO, bul he was on .mltler freq. 
Hefford •ays looked al Sandy a little fl.my atter that! 

• The HHT unil history sums k an up •o~ TET the entire Sqdn's activities and energies were devoted to the KDnll.m area which was~ occupied by the NVA.' 
the first week, Sqdn elements killed 24 NVANC 11 operations near Kontum, Dak To, and northwest of Pleilw. These operations were elher to clear the NVANC frDfn the 

and imlediale areas around military base CcM11JS Of to escoo crkical convoys since pooions of the road between Pleiku and Komn were 11 enerrtt harlds. FDf the rest of 
morth, wih O Trp still based w of the Komm air flekl, the Sqdn suppooed TF 1/22 which consisted of the augmerted 1/22 Inf Bn. The ACTs fOllld runerous trals and 
er c001)iexes near Plei Mroog (abol.t seven kms west of CL 14 and about half way between Pleiku and Komm). This proved to be "home" fDfthelarge enerrtt fDfcethathad 

QL 14 cf the st.rt of let and had ser« units against both cities. For the period 8 • 29 Feb, the Sqdn killed 51 NVANC, caplJJed 7 POWs, 4,250 romds of smal arms lmllO, 
5 romds of crew served anmo, 5 individual and 6 crew weapons, and 41 packs which cortained documerts and over 100 lbs of rne<ical ~- The Sqm <id Is C.wliy 
of "filding and fixing the enemy" weH because the 4th Inf moved the 173rd Abn Bde to Kortl.m to wDfk the Plei Mrong area and reli.med the 7 /17th to wDfk Is trdional AOs 

Ban Me Timi to Oak Pelc. The tl1il tistories record specific d'iJ'f s and everts in a little more detal. • 

lhe 1st, B Trp was sent to Oak To bul diverted to Kontum because Dak To was under a heavy mortar attack. NVA gun positions ilside the cly 17eetedthem as they approached 
Kortum air~- The Guns started s1Xgically worl<ing on the NVA guns and the Lift started carrying friendly wounded to the 71 st Evac at Pleiku. Abeu the time the Lift section 

the C&C learned that Dak To was 'clear" and •needed the Cav". The first priorly at Oak To was to find the NVA mortar teans and the Scow <id ttis Qlicktf. mt the 
were used then several airstri<es. Duing the post-strike screen, the ScOlls found an extensive complex of tunnels and bln<ers. They maked the area so acctl'cfetf that 

fle)(l series of air strikes were accompanied by runerous secondary explosions. Back over the area, the ScOlls fOllld some NV A tryi'lg to leave and the GlllS kled fot.r bul 
ed irtense 50 cal fire. One UH-1 C took several Ills. The co-pilot received facial wounds frDfn the shattered windows so they flew back to Pleiku "6 Force Base. The Kormn 
• was so bad that the Brigade at Oak To used B Trp to lift and CA C-1/22 Inf frDfn Oak To to Kortum which required 20 sorties. The troop kled fllll' move NVA <klilg the 
Just atter the CA, B Trp received a change of rrission to support A Trp 11 a critical convoy escort Bolh Trps finally depated the AO at 2045 to retl.m to Enari. 

VHPA Member Charlie R'il'/1 describes these times as follows: Some time before TET actualty started, A Trp had kiled an NVA LT, his SGT, and a body guard who were 
canyi'lg a cwier packet contairing the Tet Offensive NVA battle plans for the Certral Highlands. I 1imtf believe the militay irteligence COfTITU1ly chose to liscotn these 
docllnerts, msbelievi'lg that the NV A had the capability to cany out such a large scale attack. FDf two weeks prior to T et, we repeatedly repated NV A construction of new 
roads, battle positions, fortifications and even new unused graves as we flew the Pleiku, Kontum, Oak To area. We were very concerned aboti not orly the rumer of 
siglmgs bul also the fact that we were not getting shot al during our VRs. We were crlicized for not getting the kills we had 11 the past; bt1 the vlal Information we were 
providing was elher not believed or ignored. FDf me, the Tet Offensive began while on an early morning VR out towards the la Orang Villi!i. I spotted some Mortai,lards 
wih larger than normal baskets on their backs traveling down a trail. They didn't wave, smile, or look up al us as we hovered by. UllJSUal. The Mortagnards were Nays 
frien<tt to the Scow and would volurtarily open their baskets to show us what was 11 them, indicating they meart no hcml. I decided to herd them down the path to a flat, 
open area where we could brilg the Blues in and called fDf the Blues. AbOll that time Opns caled and requested that I .retl.m to base. I ar~ that I had just made a 
si!Jifi(:ance fild. MAJ lnglett, T omado 6, got on the radio and wth language I clearly Wlderstood, Dfdered me back to CcM11J. When I got there, he briefed us that a MAJOR 
.-tack was imer W'il'/ al Kontum and thal the airfield and SF camp were in danger of being overrm. As we flew by Pleiku, we noticed some of k was ablaze. A major fire 
1qt was in prO!J'esS aboti 12 Ks north of CcM11J HoMoway. We arrived al Kontum wih only one team of ScOlls and Gim plus the C&C. We Olbled east of Kormn whle 
the CO SOfted things Dll In Kontum. We could see a few Ille fire figtts goi'lg on; bul nothing like the fires and destruction going on at Pleiku! My obsefver, Derns Cc01, 
and I Nays liked the Oak Bia Fliverthal ran east to west, sDllh of Kontum. The river valley had NN'iJ'/S been a friendly place as opposed to the rnotnains andµigle nearby. 
We were snooping along low level over the "friendly river when we over-flew a squad of ARVN engaged 11 a fire figlt. They were obvioust/ in a heap of troti>le. They were 
caqt w 11 the open on a sand bar on the east bcrlk of the river. The NVA were pt.lT1)ing a heavy volume of rifle fire at them. One ARVN frcnicaltt w.wed and poirted to 
lhe tree lile to his west as I ~ by. I rolled 11 hot wih the rniri, spraying the b1Jsts as close as 15 feet frDfn the ARVN irto the tree lile. lnstaltt,,, the ARVN stood up, 

, started tmg and attacked the NVA poslion! Gwy little rascals, or, with rrrt shooting that close to them, dumb? I made one more pass bul they were alrea<tj i'l the tree 
lile, so I coudn't shoot. On rrrt third pass, some of the ARVN were back DlI on the sand bar waving and smiling as frien<ly as I had ever seen them tow..-ds 111 Americlll. 
A few d'iJ'fs later I flew by the same location and several NVA bodies had been drug Dll on the sand and left to rot A dog was chewilg on them. I was offended, so we shit 
the dog. AlrfWay, by this time MAJ lnglett had things figtJ'ed DII. The SF c~ was tllder siege by mortar fire they believed was comilg frDfn the rifle r.rige localed to the 
northeast of Kontum; so we sert two Scouts and two Guns up there. We made a high speed, low level pass near the rifle range. There they were - first vaid irteligence 
we had been !jven al d'iJ'f. The NVA had a lmch of mortars set up, so w Guns opened up. It was a turkey shoot! As we <id not have il10lher G111 team on station yet, 
we decided to refuel at Kontum. When we got to the refuel poirt, we noticed there was no one to operate the pump. We •'iJ'fs refueled "tn' (wih the engi1e nmlng and 
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the rotors tl.milg), so Oemis got 011 to go start the punp. I called the tower and asked where the refueler was. He responded that he didn't know. I asked why he <ial1 
know. He answered that the tower was closed, that he was in a bunker with a PRC 25 and that the field was under attack! News to me!! Oems was struggling to crri 
up the gas powered fuel pump when I happened to glance toward the 57th AVN's compound and saw a flight school classmate of mine, CPT C.0. Rogers, crouched betnS 
a revet. He was franlically waving at me to get the heU out of there. C.O. was a big guy, had been a football player in colege and I knew he had more than his slwe ~ 
cOll"age. His acting scared and crouched behind a revet definitely got my attention! I looked over my right shoulder and SaN dust being kicked up to my rigtt rea- by AW 
fire. Oems was still at the fuel pump abot.t 20 meters iNiay. He had it running bt.t was not facing towards me. With the noise of the LOH and the fuel JIIJ1lP, he coud rd 
hear the incoming fire. I couldn't leave him and I couldn't leave the aircraft. After what seemed like two eternities, he turned around and SirN the dust flying from the blJeC 
strikes and me franically signaling him to get back to the ship. Demis won the 20 meter dash. I pulled pitch while he was still strapping in. I wasn't helping much by ft,,ilQ 
in wha I caled "making it dance• so as not to give the NVA a steady target. My wing was steadily firing into an area sol.th of the fueling pits. Still no fuel cl1d not eooujjl In 
the tri to make it back to base. 811 ole lady luck was with us as we spotted a 5,000 gal tanker parked inside the 57th's compound. We landed next to the tanker illd 1 
soldier came nming over while tJying to make himself a small target. He gets the fuel pump started and we start refueling. Soon a pilot appears and teMs me N al of lhe 
57th's helicopters have been hi and N they had been receiving enemy fire in the compound most of the day. I waved goo<l>ye to C.O. with a ttunbs up. He was a 1111 
of a rpJ. He later extended so that his yomger brother wouldn't have to serve in Vietnam and was killed during the extension. We got married up with ou- second Gun team 
and started working the northern perimeter of the 57th's area. The Scouts searched and marked enemy positions and the Guns shot them up. The rniniglJ"l cl1d rocket fit } 
dampened the spirls of the NVA attackers! Apparenltf !!le situation at the SF camp deteriorated, because our CO called for the Blues to be inserted in or near the ~- Otl 
Guns were dispatched to cover the insertion. Since they didn't need Scouts for that, my team kept working the 57th's northern perimeter. I recall finding an ARVN posllon , 
just north of the perimeter. He was surrounded and had his hands full but was making a menace of himself in the NVA rear. We made a couple of firing passes at the NVA • 
aong a tree line and I called for some Guns. The response: "kill them yourself, Fled; we've got to get the Blues in!" As luck would have I, another Gun team showed up illd, • 
I got them to shoot up the area around this lone ARVN. After Iha, the NVA activity on the northern side quieted down and my team wert back to base camp to rearm. The 
fies and fire fights were still going onat Pleiku. The airfield was a beehive of activity. When we returned to Kontum, we setup an aerial screen to watch for NVAreinforcemeru . 
no this battle. Shortly a 122nvn rocket fired from a distant mountain to the northeast, scored a direct hit on the 5,000 gal tanker we had used earlier that day. An instai1aneoul 
explosion ensued with a towering black fuel fire of smoke billowing skyward in sharp cortrast to the other brown smoke in the battle area. As a restM, we were sert to look 
for the rocket launch posiions. We found the remains of where it had been launched blJ searched the deep mountain side jungle in vain for any unfired rockets. It is a tOIJl#I 
job to hover a heticopter right on top of the trees trying to blow the branches aside in the hopes of getting a glimpse of the camouflaged rocket sle. Mou-tain flying at lhia 
abude is a challenge as the ship reacts to every little up and down draft and the wind currerts are always tricky. It finally got too dark to work anymore, so we wert home. 
For the next six days, the Scrus were grounded because Oll" Blues were embroHed in a fight at the SF camp. Withru the quick reaction force provided by ou- Bkles, lhe 
CO woum't risk using the Scow. Besides the NVA were easy to find all around Komm. I felt sorry for the Blues. They had not been exposed to figtOlg from a fbced. 
posiion and we were unable to extract them for several days. 

Konllln was desperate for Infantry even though the entire 1/22 Inf Bn and everything that the Special Forces B-24 command could scrape together were totally coovnitled. D Trp 
quickly ren.ned from Ban Me Thuot and consotidated with A and B Trp's Blues. These combined forces flushed any known or suspected VC or NVA from buildings within the cly, 
Intense sniper cl1d automatic weapons fire was received as they moved from house to house. 0 Trp was directly responsible for the successful defense of the SF camp illd 
portions for the cly dtJing the Tet Offensive and was officially commended on several occasions by the B-24 convnander. In 1970 the Rifle Platoons of A and B Trps plus al of 
D Trp were awarded a Valorous Unit Award for the period 30 Jan to 12 Feb. Al IUer provided a copy of the Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation for the period 30 Ja1 • 5 
Feb prepared by MAJ Bruce Wdder. This document describes these events in considerable detail but has not been included in this history due to pubtishing deadliles. Filatf, 
pages 157 cl1d 158 in Winged Sabers cortains several photos of these Infantry units during this period. 

After finishing Is mission on the 15th, A Trp was directed to help a LRRP in contact that had one prisorier. They inserted the Blues and with the screen of aircraft quickly brllllltC 
the situation under comol. The Lift section then extracted all the ground elements. On the 20th, while on a platoon size, aero-rifle mission, SP4 James L West, of O Trp waa 
killed while on flank securly. On the 21st, A Trp's Scot.ts found a network of caves with clothing laying 01.tside. The Blues were inserted and made cortact. After a few .wstri<ea, 
the enemy broke cortact and the Blues found two dead NVA and captured two weapons and twelve packs. On the 22nd, the Sqdn's combined Infantry force was inserted to 
sweep a bunker complex. They killed one NVA and captured an impressive amowt of ammunition including land mines, B-40 rockets, mortar round, 75mm recoilless round, ecc. 
The Scouts that screened for the Infantry Idled two NVA attempting to get away. On the 23rd, 0 Trp was inserted to reinforce A Trp's Blues and they made comact with .i 
estimated NVA Battalion. Six airstrikes were employed and the Guns expended several times that day. By the time the Lift inserted 4th Division Iris as further reinforcernert, lhe 
Sqm elemerts had confirmed 23 NVA killed, had captured 7 more with 31 packs plus some weapons and ammunition. The 7/17 lnfantJy remained on the ground that ni!tl 1)1 
the 24th, an A Trp Scout was forced down. crashed and burned while covering for ttie Infantry. SPS Joseph McCloyn, flying as gumer on the LOH, was killed. A Trp's BkJes nl 
O Trp started moving toward the crash sle cl1d B Trp's Blues were inserted to reinforce them. Enroute the Infantry made cortact, returned fire, and killed 4 NVA and destroyed a 
machine gun. Cortact was soon broken and the Infantry extracted. On the 26th, B Trp did a pre-plarined insertion of the Blues who made Mgtt cortact and killed 5 NVA. The Bluea 
were extracted cl1d the search continued. The Scot.ts discovered an area with 8 hootches plus some tunnels and laundry drying. The Blues wert in again and found a hosphl 
complex with 2 operating tables, some medical supplies and documents plus 1 dead and 1 wounded NVA. The wounded man said the complex was a 35 man hospbl cl1d lholq1 
there were 1 O more woooded in the area. The Scrus found and killed one of the guards. Everything was lifted Ol1 and the complex destroyed. 

M•ch - The tactical situation had generally returned to •normal" and the Sqdn continued to support the 4th Oiv's Operation MacArthur; specifically the 1st cl1d 2nd Bdes, the 173rd 
Abn Bde, cl1d TF 1/12. Du-ing the month the Sqdn would report 71 NVA killed and one captured. On the 4th, A Trp inserted its Blues and O Trp to clear a VC village cl1d rest are&. 
They destroyed 20 hootches and a quardy of food and live s:ock while capturing two VC (one proved to be a 1 LT). As the scrus screened around the village, they receNed 
heavy AW fire. Two airstrices were called n, resulting in three VC killed. On the 7th, A Trp supported TF 1/12 in the Ban Me Thuot area. The Scouts found a smal system of 20 
bunkers cortaining some people. They used artillery to keep the enemy fixed while they inserted their Blues with O Trp. The lnfniy captured four NVA. As a Scru team w• 
retu-ned to refuel, they spotted about ten NVA carrying stretchers along a trail. They were able to kill one and wound another before having to leave the area. On the 8th, A Trp'1 
AO was northwest of Komm and B Trp supported the 173rd Abn near Kontum. At 0925 B Trp observed about 15 NVA and killed four. By 1100 the Blues were i1 and made 
contact with an estimated company. In the figtt that followed, three lnfantJy were wounded (two evaced) but ten NVA were killed. Some weapons (including 1 B 122nvn rockets), 
arnmunlion, cl1d food were captured. Later in the afternoon, A Trp's Scouts kiUed one of a group of five to ten NVA taking evasive action. B Trp was told to extract thei' BkJes n 
support A Trp. A and B Trp's Blues with O Trp were inserted, fOIJld a bunker complex, and made heavy contact with an estimated compariy. The firing was so nense that lhe 
rnedevac stip coud not land. PFC John D. Beaver from A cl1d? from B Trp's Blues were killed during this battle. With support from the Guns, the Infantry advanced through lhe 
bunker complex and killed 15 NVA. The Scouts killed another NVA while screening the flanks. The Infantry was extracted at 17 45. The air W1its then directed .-strices at lhe 
enemy posiions Lnil darkness cl1d lack of fuel forced them to depart. The next day, an A Trp LOH was shot down in the same area. The Blues secu-ed the crew ald .wcraft n 
everyone was successfully extracted. On the 15th, O Trp engaged a company sized unit north of Pleiku. Contact was broken late in the day. The next day a sweep of the batllefleld 
revealed three dead NVA, two AKs plus some ammt.nition, documents and about a ton of rice. A Trp worked southwest of Oak To for the next two days and killed two NVA. Tht ' 
rest of the month was •one of the slowest periods encoul1ered by the Sqdn". The AC Ts worked the area west of Kontum and around the Polei Kleng SF Camp blJ notting serioul 
was reported. 

Aprll -The Sqdn spert most of this month working the familiar A Os from Oak To south to Polei Kleng and southwestto the long Plei Trap valley that basically paralleled the CilfTlbo<bn 
border. The 4th Div's 3rd Bde was moving into the Plei Trap and the Sqdn spent many days screening ahead of them. A few days were spert near Oak Pek cl1d north of Ban Me 
Thuot. The Sqdn wood report 24 NVA killed wi1g the morth. B Trp's unit history for the 2nd is a classic for the period. "The morning began as usual. The Scouts were receNilQ 
liglt AW fire. The Guns ren.ned the fie silencing the enemy weapons. The Scouts continued to work the area initialing tight contact through-011 the morning. They acqlired Oliy 
1 extra hole in the LOHs and no casualies. Airstrikes were called for, received, and directed in upon the enemy position. BDAs were conducted following each strice cl1d the Al 
Force created with the destruction of many bunkers with intercomecting tunnels.• This clearly described a •usual" day in an ACT! However, it got ugly just after noon. CPT Archie 
A. Hayman, the Scru Platoon Leader, was conducting the recon of a suspected NVA base camp with PSG M.C. Hood as his observer. The LOH received intense arm- ai'craft 
and uomatic weapons fire from 360 degrees and was downed. The LOH burst into flames. PSG Hood, though wounded, crawled aromd the opposite side and puled CPf • 
Hayman's body from the burning wreckage. The Guns expended and the C&C got two flights of fighters to unload around the downed bi'd. Artillery was used to keep the enelTf1 
aw~ from PSG Hood cl1d the Bkles were inserted abOl1 BOO meters to the west. Just prior to the Blues reaching the LOH, two indiviooals were repeled in and extracted PSO 
Hood. The Blues extracted CPT Hayman's body, colected some equipment from the LOH and destroyed it. On the 4th, A Trp found an NVA soldier hiding in a fomole near a fresh 
trail. Firi"lg no the area, they killed seven. The Trp received a change of mission and when they returned in the afternoon they noted that fotX of the bodies had been removed 
and the others stll>Ped of their equipmelt. No fl.fther cortact was made. On the 9th, A Trp was working north of Ban Me Thuot when the ScotJs found some NVA near 111 
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aiandoned rilage. The Guns killed three. On the 10th, A Trp had a Gun shot down by heavy automatic weapons fire while covering the emergency extraction of a LRRP team. D 
lrp was inserted to protect the downed aircraft while the injured crew was evaced. Due to the enemy situation, the aircraft was stripped and destroyed in place. On the 18th abru 
noon B,Trp found a large underground storage area exposed by a B-52 strike. A LOH was shot up and burst into flames prior to reacting the ground. The Guns covemg the 
downed LOH receive 50 cal from three positions bui .:ontinued firing until the first of seven airstrikes were ready to go in. finalt)t another Scoti was able to illake a QLick pass 
over the area and reported that the downed crew was alive. Dust-off was unable the get into the small area and reported renewed enemy fie. Af.1540the LHt started this insertion. 
The NVA allowed the first Lilt ship to unload and depart; bit when the second was on short final, they opened up on the Infantry and the Huey. One more LOH was hit by a 50 
wolllding the pilot He made another pass over the LZ and silencing one machine gun with his mini-gun before departing for Polei Kleng and hence the 71 st Evac. By 1645 the 
Blues reached the LOH which was a total loss. All personnel were eXlracted by 1715 after counting seven dead WJA and capturing three machine guns. Af. the end of the day B 
lrp had 5 men n the 71 st Evac. On the 24th, B Trp was working west of Kontum and observed many new bridges and a wide, hard packed trail. Closer exaninml detemined 
that the trail was a road for 5-ton trucks! ft& strikes and artillery were directed against the bridges. During the BOA, 15 to 20 NVA were seen and taken under fie. The BkJes were 
JlSerted to develop the situation and had just made contact with an estimated platoon when the 4th Division's G-3 sent specific nstructions to extract the Bkles. Cortact was 
broken and though three Lilt ships were hit, the eXlraction was successful. B T rp had five wounded, none seriously. Airstrikes were caDed n and artilery registered for effective 
H&I. On ttie 26th, A Trp's C&C was hit by 50 cal fire which wounded four of the crew and knocked out all of the ship's commo. They were able to return safely to Komm. On 
the 29th, B Trp was conducting BDAs west of Kontum when they found seven NVA and killed two. Ten hootches were destroyed. At 1600, the 3rd Bde CO directed MAJ Hefford 
to nsert a seven man squad into an area where four US KIAs, some weapons and radios were located. The area was a small LZ on the side of a hil. The bodes were SC3lered 
Wld the equipmert had been left by a unit of the 3rd Bde when the LZ came under heavy mortar and automatic weapons fire during the extraction. Dumg the inserting, the LZ 
once again came under heavy mortar fire and the Lilt ship was damaged. B Trp put artillery on the mortar position and the insertion was completed. The seven men spert amost 
two hours on the ground before reaching a PZ w~ two US KIA, 15 weapons and ttvee radios. They were unable to retrieve two other US KIA. Once again the WJA ~ opened 
l4l and B Trp replied. The squad, KIAs and equipment were extracted to the Bde HQ and B Trp wert home for the niglt 

May-On 1 May, C/2/17 Cav 101st Abn Div was redesignated C/7/17 and alerted to deploy to Vietnam in early July. C Trp had not been ableto deploy to Vietnam wihthe 101st 
il Dec, 1967 because k's total compliment of aircraft consisted of five OH-23Gs. It had received nearly a full compliment of officers and enlisted men as the Division was brougt 
14Jtofull strength and was the only 101st element to remain at Ft. Campbell for the New Years party. In January, C Trp received what is believed to be the last Charie Model •504• 
from the Bel production line. During the next month, CON US stripped every unit, including Mother Rucker, of every last UH-1 C and was able to scrape enoi,qi gu, systems from 
the Atlanta depot to Olffl C Trp. During March they trained n the snow on all of ft. CampbeU's empty fiing ranges and Drop Zones. Wth vitualy no one to•~ them nl 
wlh 'considerable relaxaion' of the aerial gunnery range regulations, MAJ Robert • Jack" Frost and a hand full of other Vietnam vets taugtt the basic arts of Cormat AsScd, aerial 
recomaisSlllCe, convey escort, etc. VHPA Member Jack Frost provides: • 

Trp C was being filled to combat strength when I arrived to assume command. Both 'first Shirt' Harry L. Turner and I often wondered how in hel we were ever goi1g to n.n 
al this green stuff no fi'st rate solders. Somehow with constant doses of esprt, cunning, nischievous intent and humor, combined wih the three serious oldies who had 
been to Vlelncm, we got ourse~es 'trained' to the pon of being called, quite rightly, an ACT. Gelling ready was certainly a chalenge .. ThilQS I remermer incklde, tu by 
no means are Dmiled to, the foUowing: First, WIison 'B' (Harry called each of the seven enlisted Wilsons by a letter) loaded w a 2 1/2 w~ fuel bladders .nl used the fuel 
ptJ11ll to 'hold' them in place on the bed of the truck. But n his earnest response to 'Alert! Alert! Alert!', he forgotto raise the tailQcie .nl when he took off from the haiger 
area, drag energy took over. lhe bladders moved to the rear an.:I simply knocked the pump !o the ramp where k automatic.Jly nrned no a bladder impaling device forlhe 
rubber dnms that foUowed. Second, some enlisted 'leg' from the airfield unit placed a disturbance call from his barracks to complain aboli the noise emaiaing from the 
Troop C barracks. When the MPs arrived they discovered the noise had stopped because our entire barracks had emptied oti to greet the MP sedcrl! The Blues then 
proceeded to surround the car and lift it off the ground w~ the MPs still inside. Under escort from the entire unit, the sedan was earned from the Troop a-ea .nl place genttf 
back on the street headed toward Main Post. The Troopers than 'thanked' the MPs for ther visit and returned to their barracks. Thi"d, wih the '101 st gone to Vietncm nl 
Troop C left betind to wait for engines and other 'criicar parts of our TO&E, we were fair game for all the BS details all the admin stay-behind weenies crud m-eam 141. 
Among the greatest of these was the Aifield Coomander, COL 'Whatever. He and I were cross threaded from day 1 and we both knew it!! He was trying to retire wihoti 
a blelTish to the grass n front of his headquarters an<j I was trying to dig foxholes n it to train the Blues!! When we were finally .reaa,r to fly our birds to Sharpe Am'rj Depci 
n CA, our takeoff was delayed when this COL observed a 'thunderstorm• in the radar quadrart of our route of flight. It took some deft, politically asll1e, well chosen words 
from my i,eat XO, Teny Glover, to poi1t w that the 'thunderstorm' blip was in reality the southwest comer of the hanger!! fnally we were permitted~ takeoff. Af. one 
point, I was an ace WNay from his slapping either an Article 15 or Court-Martial on me for insubordinaion to a superior officer, becaJSe I was insistert that the Troop would 
not deploy as scheduled ooless the crews and pilots were issued their chicken plates, groin protectors and shin guards. I refused to accept ait/ pronises of "shipment 
owe' or 'in-courtry issue" because I knew these lifesaving items were in short suppl>J. He was livid and I was equally firm n my demand that my good Supply Officer, 
Glenn Hartman, would be available 24 hours a day to cooperate with his Logistics Officer. Al it would take was a phone call thiK our chicken plates were on Post. WO 
Hi111Tlarl would then gladly pick them up, place them n our conexes, under my supervision and then the COL would have n retlJTI, my gua-artee that both the Troop nl I 
would ~ get w of his face. finally, I never lost siglt of the fact that being a Commanding Officer was a terrible responsi>ility .nl a-i extremely lonely position. -U 011" 
COIDIY was sending us to war; it was imporlal1 that I do my best with the Youth of America and the trust of the mothers .nl fathers whose sons we were rnakilg no 
soldiers that would suvive combat. U I could impart a fear of myself, which exceeded his own fears of what the enemy could do to him, then each rTlll"I stood a decent 
chance of living. Only long, hard, miserable, hoVcol<Vwet boondock conditions living n smelly, muddy, filthy clothes without one second for kids, wives, girl friends, bu<kles, 
ca-s, stereos, TV, beer, etc. can bring us to that poirt. When we went to Camp Anerbuy and half the Blues made a paractue jl.lJ1l whie the rest assa.ted by Huey nl 
the Scotis and Guns made ther atlack which procP-e.ded to set the range entirely ablaze n 15 mint.tes: I knew that Tr'lop C had arrived!! More than 200 dead VC nl NVA 
n we months proved our readiness! A darm good Troop you were bar none! Bit most inportant for me now, some 20+ years later, is the koowledge that not one of the 
pilots that deployed with Troop C died during that tour and that they were able to rettrn to families .nl loved one - for that I an very, very lhin<U. 

VHPA Member Vic Rose adds the following: MAJ Frost really drove us hard. Even though we had virtually the entire air field to OO'Selves, he decided we crud lea-Tl more 
n the field. So after we had trained as platoons and were basically 'dangerous•, he took the entire troop ott to one of the old DZs and we set up ~ just like we woud do 
later in Vlelrml when we had to move to a new area. While half of us were setting up tents and "learning how to build furniture from the rocket box wood', he had the other 
half shooting up some range and nserting the Infantry. We stayed out there for two weeks in the snow and dirt. But we learned to keep the inportart parts of the helcojters 
m the weapons systems clean. And we flew lots of hotxs to get the experience of being very tired and still having to be mertaly alert for ll"IOlher mission. We caled 
ourseNes The Chaparrals. We even designed a T rp patch that we wore on our flight jackets and had made into decals for the aircraft. Most of us were from the sane officer 
and wcnant officer fliglt classes, so we had friends from the mirue we walked in the door. over the months that we trained together, we became very close. I tlinlc most 
everyone remembers the mamer MAJ frost was able to apportion all the LSDs (little sh_!ty details). He assembled all the officers n the flqt plaming room and gave us 
this proposition, 'We have a long way to go and much to get done. Now I could assign these dlJies w~ut regard, tu I want voltneers for these jobs before I have to stick 
someone wih a lily he does not wart.• There may have been some grumbling at the end of that meeting, bit I was satisfied. I did lea-Tl; however, that being the traiilg­
officer for a lri deployng to combat was a lot different than being the training NCO in an AMNT Del n It~. I still think we al lecWTled a lot mi was fill doing l To the 
best of my koowledge not one Chaparral pilot died n Vietnam. A lot of the credit goes to the training we received at Rucker and from the units we flew wih in Vietncm; tu 
a lot of credit also goes to Jack Frost. ' 

VHPA Member Glem Hartman recals: I had several years of service as an EM before going to flight school and becoming a WcMTart. So I was older than most new Jibs 
when I jailed C T rp at Ft Campbel. For some reason MAJ Frost decided that I would be the supply officer and that started a friendship that comnues to the present day. 
His fi'st tour n Vietnam had been at Ban Me TtUlt, so he knew what ~ was like for an aviation unit to live and maintenance ther equipment a long way from aitjone else. 
Nmally he warted to acQlire as much equipment as possible while in the States to fill the 63 conex containers we would take to Vietnam. He showed me how to use 
'considerable creatjyjy• wih the DD form 444 (lnvertory Adjustment Report) to return some eXlra typewriters we had some how "acqtj-ed' and to m-aw a-i extra 314 ton 
truck. Our lri had a self service accotn of abru $3,000 per morth to cover such items as ligtt bulbs, mops, etc. The proce<Ue was - if you spert al the money in yOIJ" 
accourt; you would be considered for more next ITIOl1h. To this day I still feel sorry for the young LT from the A'I Field Command. Either he was being very, very generous 
or he wasn't too Qlick: because he cotrted the same set of bunks, mattresses, and kitchen trays at least ttvee times when we hand r~ed otJ' equipment back to tin!! 
Nee<less to say, tu we spent it alt .nl then some n the months leading up to our deployment and we were weU provisioned when we left for Vlelrml. Btt Frost had more 
vision than I crud deliver. For example, he was bourld and determined to get a 5 1/2 ton wrecker so we could pull rotorheads in the field. There is no way a-i A'I Cav Troop 
was authorized a 51/2 ton wrecker!! Try as we may, we never got one. We did have two 21/2 ton trucks and Frost wanted to get 50 cal MG rings mourted on them before 
we left. He knew we could "find' the 50s once we got to Vietnam. Wei, those mot.ns were WN II 0< Korean War issue and we never get them either. Later when we get 
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to Vietncrn I was stil the supply officer and I used to fly C&C wkh Frost rather frequenlly. He was a brave man and a hard charger. More than once he scared me hall 
de.-ti wkh some of the things we did. 

A Trp'spert the erue IT10rth workilg a-ound Oak To. On the 4th, A Trp's Scouts found a trail that had recently been used by NI estimated NVA company wkh bicycles. Whit 
coverilg the LOHs, the Goos received fire and returned l Dtmg the BDA after the airstrike, the Scru received irtense fire; so the Gun ooloaded again and more airstrikes ww, 
efl1)1oyed wkh Lnknown resuls. On the 7th, A Trp found 12 NVA killed during a BDA of a B-52 strike. The Sews saw three NVA near a bomb crater and qt.ickly dispatched them. 
On the 13th, swhwest of Dak To, A Trp's Scow took six NVA under ke. They scattered in all directions. While searching for the scattered enemy, the Scow found a small 
machile ~ on wheels, 17 packs and abru eig1l soldiers. In the quick exchange of fie, one NVA was killed. A Trp used their gins, artillery, and airstrikes to kil eqt more. The 
seach cortinued; and when the Scouts found an estimated platoon, six were killed. The Guns roUed in and before the enemy escaped they left 15 more dead. On the 14th, A Trp 
worked northwest of Oak To and had the Goos fie up a suspected NVA position. The Sews confirmed one killed but had to quickly leave the area when the artiery was realtf. 
The Scow rellmed and found that the artillery had killed one more; then they killed a third who was attempting to flee. The Guns spotted three enemy walking along a trai illCS 
kiled two. When the Scouts came to check this out they found four more and took them under fire. Bad weather forced A Trp from the AO !>ti I had been a good day's work. On 
the 18th, A Trp did a BDA from a B-52 strike west of Dak To. CW2 Douglas W. Walker's LOH received heavy AW fire, crashed and tuned on impact His wing landed illCS 
endeavored to rescue the crew. He quickly came under enemy fire. The second LOH was disabled and part of the crew wounded. A Dust Off ship was called in and rescued lhl 
three men. Due to the large NVA force in this area, neither aircraft were extracted. Several airstrikes were directed into the area but no BDA. On the 22th, another A Trp LOH was 
shot down and burned north of Dak To. One NVA was killed by the airstrikes put in after the crew was extracted with only minor wounds. On the 24th, A Trp's Scow checked 
OLt a smal bunker complex, found an NVA soldier hiding in a foxhole, and killed him. On the 29th, A Trp's Gun noticed the blast from a mortar. Luckily a set of jets were •on station" 
and were qt.ickly directed again the mortar posiion. The posmon was destroyed and three secondary explosions observed. Finaly, stil i1 the States, C Trp had Cllfl1)leted b 
A TT s and prepared is aircraft and vehicles for shipmert by the end of May. The aircraft were flown to Sharp Army Depot. Those who took part i1 that "operation" have many fond 
memories. H you see a Chaparral ask him abru the close-up pictures of the ·o- on the Goodyear blimp or the fat lady's poodle at the pool n Tucson used as a •bar for watw 
polo! 

VHPA Members Bil Ipock and Rob Woodside flew Goos for B Trp during this period. They met each other for the first lime i1 years at the Atlarta VHPA Reunion. Together 
they provided the following story: It was late in the afternoon after work about the May lime frame. Most everyone was back in the hootches bu the mairtenance crews 
were takilg advartage of the last of the sunligtt on the fligti line. Suddenly there was the urvnistakable SWOOCH sound of a rocket motor and a loud explosion. Everyone 
hi the dit believing I was enemy incoming. After a few mirutes of calm, people started coming out from under cover and moved toward the fliglt li1e where the SOlllds 
had come from. As I llms otJ someone in B Trp's mairtenance was making an adjustmert to the electrical componerts of the weapon system on a UH-1 C. He had powered 
up the system and accidertally touched off a pair of rockets. One rocket went up the tail pipe of an A T rp H model while two guys had the rear cowling open workilg i1 the 
engine compartmert. H the rocket had not actually gone ito the engine cone before exploding, it could have been much more serious for these men. The explosion knocked 
them from the Huey and though they were dazed and shaken, they were otherwise unhut. The Huey burned completely and kept everyone away when the anvno started 
cookilg off. The revet was also badly bl.med and became a long term reminder to everyone of this evert. The second rocket hit a jeep just after the frort wheel wet, before 
the driver's compartmert, Nld embedded is warhead i1 the engine block. Rob has some good pictures of both the jeep wkh the whie rocket tube clean,,, prDlnDlg from 
is side and the roped off revet cortaining what liDle was left of the Huey the next morning. Rob said the next day, a Skycr.-ie came i1 wkh a long. long cable to sing the 
jeep from the fligtt li1e and drop I someplace far away. 

Jan - On the 3rd, wtile operating southwest of Kontum, A Trp found four large openings with stairs going into the ground. The Blues were nserted and discovered that the • • 
bunkers had been used for ammunition storage. While screening around the Blues, the Scow found two NVA and killed them. Sadly B Trp's Unit History does not provide 'Jflf 
detai concemi1g theil' nvotvemert in the f.mous ·Hill Figtts' that took place south of Oak To during this period. This battle was, of course, one of those very bloody affai's where 
the 173rd Abn and elemerts of the 4th Inf covered themselves with considerable well earned glory. 

Luckily VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides us with a very good insiglt. It wasn't long after the 173rd got into their hilltop positions on three hills overlooking Oak Pek illCS 
a c~ of klicks to the west that the NVA opened up from the entire length of the higher ridge line that ran north and solJh a few more klicks to the west Resupply to the 
173rd hilops became very dangerous and I remember that the 179th lost a Chinook that was shot down from above by 12. 7 mm fire. The battle for the hilltops became a 
three-day exercise n close air support for which I had a ringside seat as my ship was MAJ Longhoffer's C&C. Longhoffer worked very closely with the A'I Force FAC to 
alemate gunship ru,s with airstrikes. After three ful days of nearly continuous air attack the NVA were still at I - Scouts reported seeing them lat.nching their 122mm rockets 
from gaps n the tree line at the top of the ridge. The FAC driver even got a good secondary wkh a smoke rocket. Finally, the powers that decide such things had had eooqi. 
Normal •Arc l.iglt" rules were set aside and a fligtt of six B-52s made a dayMgtt drop at abOil 15,000 feet When the smoke clea-ed, the battle was over. The ridge lile 
became a tomb for that NVA force. When the B-52s came in, all other aircraft except our C&C were ordered otJ. Flyng wkh Jim Longhoffer was a real experience. He had 
deployed as the ScotJ Pl Crm, then moved to Opns, XO and mally CO. As CO he was more careful thNI most to make SLre the whole crew knew what we were up to illCS 
why were were doing I. Longhoffer's style was to get his chin bubbles right down i1 the weeds like a Scout ship; he apparenlly never forgot his •redbi'd" herlage. On the 
other hand, he was not a cowboy, and we never lost people or aircraft because of NI ill-considered risk. He was an exceaert combat officer who led by a Qliet, iteligert 
eunple and respected tis people for who they were and what they could do when alowed to take the illiative. 

On the 7th, wtile sti working swhwest of Kontum, A Trp received a change of mission to support a friendly unit that had been sooounded and had several casualies. Wtie the 
Goos laid down suppressive fire, the ScotJ got the unit to a hasty PZ where the Lift picked them up. On the 12th, while performing a VA rnssion west of Korrun a LOH exploded 
i1 mid-air Idling W01 Herbert W. Scott and SGT John T. O'Domel. The Blues were inserted and recovered the bodies. Working west of Camp Enari on the 21th, A Trp's ScOLts 
received nense smal arms fire and observed about 30 individuals and ten bunkers. Artillery and airstrikes were called in Nld killed three NVA. On the 26th, A Trp Scow received 
irtense ·Aw ke. The post airstrike analysis revealed six dead NVA. On the 27th, the 568th TC Detachmert was attached to A Trp to augrnert their mairtenance capabilly. On the 
27th, B Trp started moving from Camp Enari to NI area just south of Ll Betty near Phan Thiel and was opconed to Task Force SotJh. Briefly TF SotJh was organized i1 J~ 1968 
to provide a jon American Vietnamese cOITITlarld for the four southern Provinces (Binh Thuan, Lam Dong, T uyen Due, m Ninh Thuan) of II Corps. It was headquartered n Dalal. 
The major unls were two ARVN Reginerts (located at Bao Loe m Song Mao), the 3/503 Abn (detached from the 101 st Abn) located at PhNI Thiet, a few AmericNI artilery 
batteries, and an ACT. B Trp was the first ACT to work for TF SOI.th. Additionally the 192th AHC (the Polecats) lived at Phan Thiel and provided general aviation support for this 
me area When B Trp moved to Phan Thiet, they were assigned an open area of sand south of the POL area since the 192th and the Abn Bn ak'eady had al the good real estate 
around the airfield. Another construction effort begM. The perineter consisted of a 6 foot tall barrier of sand hastily scrapped irto one long, basically circular dune. They wed 
in terts and filed sand bags. Graduatf the •anvno box" floors were installed under the terts. D Trp's unit history simply says that from June through October I was based n the 
BNI Me Thuot area. They stayed at Bal Me Thuot East, at two other bases abotJ 4 kms west of BNI Me Thuot, and at Ll Phillip which was 10 kms northeast of the cly. They 
cid a lot of base camp security bu also had SAP, LRRP, cordon and search, road convoy escort, mine sweeping, vehicular/mounted and dismolrted reconnaissance, and ambush 
rrissions. D Trp was frequertly used by especially A Trp to supplemert their ARP and theil' history indicates they e~ed tm work. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides cmther story about this period: Soon after B Trp had moved to Phan Thiel another Lift crewchief, Bill Hahn, was walkilg toward tis 
aircraft through some tall grass when he saw a little snake that seemed to be foUowing him along the ground. The snake was abotJ 18 to 20 inches long and, as I recal, 
sort of lime green i1 color. Bifl started walking faster, and the snake started following faster. The damn thing was stalking him! As soon as he got to tis aircraft, Bl grabbed 
his Stnival machete and dropped back to the ground just as the snake arrived. After choppng the snake into neat two-inch pieces, we took l to the fliglt SLrgeon who was 
vislirlg from Pleiku. He checked his snake book and discovered that the fellow with the big appetite was a krait, one of the most dangerous i1 Asia, often caled a 'two-step' 
snake by the infartry because you can only go two steps before you're dead if one bites yoi.J. 

Julr - On the 1st. B Trp begNt operating for TF SotJh. Dtmg the month they would cover an area from the Cambodian border to the south China Sea, from almost as far S(UfJ 
as Saigon to almost BM Me Thuot in the north. They staged from Dalal, Bao Loe, Song Mao, Loung Son, Ling Conh, and many FSBs. B Trp made cortact wkh the enemy 21 
tines and kiled 27 VC, capli.fed six AK-47s, one 60rrvn mortar with eigtt rounds, one ChiCom pisto~ 11 lbs of documents, and captLred or destroyed 3.5 tons of rice m three 
fKon trucks. 

VHPA Member Rob Woodside provides the foUowing lively story about life i1 Vietnam: One day B Trp had four Charlie Model Guns going someplace OLt of Phan Thiel I 
was near of the end of this gaggle and was really surprised when Dave •Mad Dog• Olson announces over the radio that he has an emergency and-needs to land. He makes 
a fast nming landing at some field and µ111s from the cockpl even before the ship almost comes to a halt. The rest of us are followirlg him and landing arourid his ship. 
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Adding further to the mystery, we watch as he dro~s his parts ~d ~raws his 38. With~ parts at tJ!s feet and pointing the pistol cf thcf_some_ invisi>le ~ belw~ ~ 
boots he st.wts removing his feet completely from tis parts. By this lime most of us have exited our helicopters and have gathered around him - still not knowng the idemfy 
of his• privae erlemy. We were a little concerning for a few minutes that he was tryilg to shoot himsett. Once he got out of tis pats, he kept the weapon trailed on them; 
so we a least knew that the threat was localized. About this time a big old certipede, a least 6 inches long, with a really ugly head comes crawing ou of Dave's pats. 
Everyone jumped back and irrvnediately understood the full significance of Dave's previous actions. Someone ran up and st~ the tting to decfh. Then we stated 
laughing. Dave stil had that scared-to-death look on his face but the rest of us were almost in tears! It took .a few rniootes before Dave coud lau!il agail. Soon Dave ~ 
back ito tis parts and we were off to the war again. Needless to S"ifi but that certipede was one much discussed guy in the Cki> for a long tine after tla!I • 

. . 

On the 2nd, A Trp worked an AO southwest of Pleiku and destroyed 34 new camouflaged hootches arid killed one VC. On the 6th, northwest of Dak To, A Trp's ScotJs kled nile 
NVA durilg a d"ifj descmed as •sporadic cortact with the enemy'. On the 6th, C Trp's advanced party arrived at Pleiku direct from Ft C~. On the 9th, A Trp's ScotJs were 
harmless bt.ming fOll' hootches in a enemy base when they noticed an NVA soldier observing them from a tree. After killing lim, the Sews asked for the Blues. WlWl screenilg 
the selected LZ, the Scol1s discovered that the NVA had k nicely surrounded. Two airstri(es laler, the Blues were inserted. The Scow reported heavy movemert arotnl the LZ. 
Then the Blues killed one sniper. Prudently, the C&C called for the Blues' eXlraction and ordered up some more airstrikes and artillery. On the 10th, C Trp's aircraft were taken off 
the Kula GIJI and were flown to Enari by pilots from other ACTs in the Sqdn. VHPA Me1J19ers Bill Ipock and Rob Woodside provided the followilg sad des~ abotJ hQw W01 
Eric R. Koeppen of B T rp lied on the 11th: 

Bill relales that the Troop had just returned to Phan Thiet from the d"ifj's operations. Eric flew that d"ifJ in the left seat of Bil's UH-1 C. The rigt side~ was jaTmed, 
so Bill had radioed for the line sergeart to meet him at the revet to work on the goo. Al. that time, the revels at Phan Thiel were sin1ll'J "L • shaped motnS of sand thif had 
been pushed up by the engineers' bulldozers. Bill put the ship in the revet. shut down the engine, and got w to work with the crew ctief and line sergeart who had pushed 
the barrel of the mill-gun down to pout no the ground. They opened up the gun to start clearilg l . Eric had taken off his fliglt hemet, gcfhered his ttings, left the •craft 
and walked around the frort to the ship to the rigtt side where everyone was workilg on the goo. Eric said that since they had al the help they needed he was goilg back 
to the hootches and started walking up the side of the revetmert ... the direct path to the hoolches. The rotor system was still nilling down and Bil yeled 'The Blade. The 
Blade". Rob had parked another Gun in a revet immediately behind Bill's ship and was workilg on thal stip. Rob S"ifJS: 'I thi1k everyone on thal part of the fi!tt line ITlJSt 
have heard Bill yel. I certainly did and looked up to see what was going on.• Apparer11-f Eric did not hear or wasn't p"ifiing atemon because a blade hi lim in the back of 
his head abou half W"ifi up his skul and knocked him over the other side of the revet with considerable force. Bill and the people with lim ran over to Eric and saw thal he 
was seriously irped. Someone ran to get a blcnet so they could carry Eric. Bill remembered there was a stripped down UH-1 C ne..- by, so he yeled for tis crewctief to 
go lUie l's blade. Wttlin seconds Bill had this other UH-1 C running and Rob and several others loaded Eric into the back. Bil flew a closed pcftern arWld the POL to the 
rneocal pad near the main Phan Thiel stripe. He remembers everyone jumped oti and abandoned the running UH-1 C while they carried Eric irto the medical faclly. (Someone 
from the 192 AHC was kild enough to shtJ the ship down for them.) They were in there some time while the medical team worked on Eric. After trermg lwn as best they 
crud, they arranged for a Dustoff to take lim to Bien Hoa. B Trp learned thal Eric died thal evering: Bill S"ifJS he can still remember his feelings a thal tine. "We'd been 
flying al d"ifJ win the AO, takingOll' chances against the enemy. Thentoretun home and have Eric diedthal Wif/ ... what a waste! Whif a waste of a good tunan beilg!!' 

On the 15th, C Trp's main party armed on a C-141 with their mascot 'Groovy Louie' and on the 20th. the last of their elemerts ..-rived. Also ~ttie 15th, ATrp received a change 
of mssion to fir)d a recoilless rifle position to the west of Plei Mrong that was firing on the CIDG ~- The Guns noticed the back blast from the rifles and expended on the 
poskions. Resuls: no more AA fire and six dead NVA. On the 20th, A Trp moved to Ban Me Th.Jot East for a period of two morths. On the same d"ifj, A Trp's Sews fWld flltl' 
NVA with weapons moving along a trail. Three were killed and the Blues inserted to pick up their equipmert. On the 22th, A Trp's Sews observed some tNA in a booker con1)lex. 
The Guns, crtiery, and an airstri(e were employed and killed five NVA. On the 26th, A Trp's Gim were called to help a company in heavy corucl They were credled with five 
NVA killed by the grateful company. On the 29th, Task Force 1/22 consisted of A Trp, two grWld cav troops (D Trp and B,'1/10 Cav), the 1122nd Inf, and Dn/35111 Inf. A Trp's 
CO was the Mission Conmander of a sweep. When the lead APC was hit with a B-40 rocket, D/7 /17 Qlickly deployed and retlnled fire with thew 106nln AA and mactine lllllS­
The tNA lril withaew to the east carrying their dead and wounded. A Trp's Scouts discovered the fleeing enemy and killed five more. As the TF elemerts sweep the ballefield, 
theyfWld 17 ~ tNA and capllied 16 packs, two 57rrm AAs, nine 57rrm AA romds pkJs some other anmo and some oocunei;-s. 
August -August was the last month that B Trp logged any UH-1 C time, 88 hours. They had logged 60 hOll"s of AH-1 G time in JLrf. These were tough times for the Char1ie Model 
crews. One day an Aircraft Commander, the next a "sand bag" in the frort seat of a Snake because you weren't qualified to fly in the back. Everyone had~ of learn abou the 
new glllStip. Consider the folowing from VHPA MelRler Larry Vieley: 

After r.gtt school I wert to Germany for several morths. Flllally the Army caugti up with me and sert me to Cobra IP school enroue to Vietn.m. You can inagine mt 
sl.lprise when I arrived in-country in M"ifi, was assigned to the 7117th, and learned they di<il't have any Cobras! So I flew Charlie Models for abou bee rncnhs. We stated • 
lllTling in UH-1 Cs and receivilg the brand new Cobras just before we moved to An Khe. The AH-1 Gs had a relatively serious defect thif crud "make a true belever" ou of 
arr,-one! H you picked one up to a hover in even a ligtt quartering tail wild, the ship started a spin and you li<il't have enougi left pedcle to stop l b was especiatf 
pronou,ced if the Snake was at gross weigtt or overgrossed - like just after refueing. One d"ifi a good Charlie Model pilot and friend of mine, P;u Uster, tal<ed me iJto 
letting lim fly back sea and we got ito a spin. Witt each successive revoluion l became a little faster ll1it at last we had no choice tu to chop the bOllle. We cane 
down fully loaded, bert the skids good tu didn't~ over! It looked a lot like a '57 Chevy that had been raked and lowered. MAJ McCracken chewed mt lul hard for letting 
an i.iqualified guy fly back secf. • 

On the 1st, A Trp recomoilered an abandoned viage and took five tNA under we, killing bee. The BkJes were inserted to collect two AKs and six new packs. Also on the 1st, 
B Trp conructed a screerwig operation which netted a large VC force. The 3/506 was notified and ifted ooils no posmons SUITOlllmlg the VC. The combined effort relded ii 
14 VC Idled and 11 weapons capllied. On the 9th and 10th, A Trp worked an area that had tlmels and fresh bamboo camouflage. Evertuat,, the Sews fWld bee tNA to kl. 
On the 1001, C Trp's vehicles and conexes wih the weapons arrived. Prior to this time the ACT had been taking cornpusory in-cOlnly training from the 4th Div, receiving ma 
il-cOIDrY check rides and oriertations, constructing building, etc. The Sqdn decided thal the best W"ifi to get C Trp operaional was to have l fly with first A Trp and then B Trp. 
VHPA Meni>er Bob Reyna provides some insijjt as to whal was going on at this tine: 

I was an AC in A Trp's gu, platoon urtil they tuned in their Charlie Models in Jltf. Man I haled to see them go! Because I was short and because C Trp needed experienced 
goo pilots, I was transferred from A Trp. We knew C Trp would be getting their Cobras in a few weeks; so everything was changing for them. New to Vielncln and ;Jst mi 
the tine we become operational, exchange people and gunship; so we'd get to start al over again. When they came to Ban Me Ttld l was Ike •mima I'm lm1e" because 
I was flyilg a Charlie gun agail. Man. did we have A'I Cavay!! A Trp would fly with their full complimert of Scouts and Cobra gms pkJs their Lift and Inf.my and so would 
C Trp. We staged w of the Ban Me Th.Jot cly sq> and the refuel was crowded with the 155th and al of us! We lived at the SF CaJ1> at Ban Me TllD East. We caled I 
•c~ Bleakness' because of the mud, the cold waer showers, the mud, the lartems in the terts, the mud, the 175s thal fi"ed HI al nvi long, the nul, and the nu1. I 
was realy rOIJ!,TI on the mairtenance guys and crew chiefs. Whal lklle PSP we could scroooge we'd pu w where we p.vked the acraft so at least the maitenance QltlS 
could stay w of the mud some whie workilg. D Trp was also wor:king the road between Ban Me Th.Jot and Due Lap. And this d"ifj, the tNA decided to armush D Trp's 
convoy. D Trp cals for help and bolhACTs come nming. I can stil see ll! D Trp's 106 AAs shooting ~the frort of the ambush and a sold stream of Cobras and Charle 
Models potmg s _t from above with more LOHs then you could cotJ't screerwig the flanks looking for guys tryilg to get tNiif/. It was becuifu!I Filally the ceiing was 
almost on the trees and l was getlilg darlc, so we left; bll l'I bet the tNA were sad thal d"ifJ for havilg anbushed thal convoy. 

On the 15th, B Trp moved to An Khe and was opconed to the 173rd Abn Bde based at Bong Song (LZ English). This ell short C Trp's training tine with B Trp. C Trp wert back 
to Encri and because B Trp crud occupy some former 1st CAV billets and mairtenance areas, they became operational in only 30 hotn. For the next two weeks they conwcted 
.wea recomaissance, road convoy coverage, BDAs, and acted as a qtick reaction force for the 173rd. On the 21st, A Trp's BkJes and D Trp were conductilg a cordon and sea-ch 
of a vilage. A LOH was shot down while screering the flanks tu no one was irped. Higher added A/1/10 Cav to the 'ftrl' and soon everyone had made cortact. By the end of 
the dif/, the tNA had lost 22 men. 12 packs, over 300 pomds of explosive and some weapons. 

September - On the 1st, C Trp became operaional and started workilg the same 4th Div AOs from the la Draig Va/Jey to Dak Sang thif bolh A and B Trps had 'ertried" ear1er ii 
the year. On the 9th, B Trp was reassi!,led to TF Sruh and moved back to the 'Slll and Sllf' of Phan Thiel Since someone had been kind enou!II to COf1111etet/ l:ddoze •The 
Morp', they started OYer and btil 'The Second Morp' which is ilustrated in the~ <iagrcms section. A Trp had plerty to do (UiJg biflles thif stated abotJ the 1mi 
.wotl'ld the SF ~ a Due Lap. The Scow fWld a booker complex and received itense AW fi"e. The Guns and two airstrikes r~ in 12 NVA kied and approxinatet/ 30 
btn<ers destroyed. On the 12th, A Trp's Goos were caled to stwort a recon plcfoon. One stip took five 50 cal M his which dafnaced the tal rotor cornols. The pb was able 
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to make a safe emergency landing at Ban Me Thuot. On the 13th, both of LOHs on an A Trp team were hit by AA fire. One crashed and W01 Thomas C. Jacobs and W01 Cll'lla 
L Andersen died,llld the other made a safe emergency landing. The Lift ships were used to take the wounded to the hospital at Ban Me ltllot. On the 14th, while w011<ilg near 
the Im Don SF camp, A Trp spotted abot1 100 NVA on top of a mountain. The Guns ships and runerous airsbikes were expended urtil dark. The next day a CIDG elemert sw~ 
the area llld eslinaed from the blood and flesh left there that at least 30 people were killed or wounded. The Scouts followed the trail and found 30 to 40 NVA. Two airstriles 
were Ill in resulting in six secondary explosions that sent smoke rising for more than 100 feet. Later inteUigence revealed tlis was an NVA heavy weapons COfl1)any. On the 
18th, A Trp's Sews found an NVA rest area complete with ponchos and fresh sleeping mats. Then one NVA was killed as three tried to flee the area. On the 21th, a frieo<ly ri 
made contact near Due Lap and had three wounded. The only PZ was not large enough for a UH-1 ; but the OH-6As were able to hover down and perform an emergency medevac. 
Di.mg tlis ITlOl1h, the 412th TC Det deployed to Vietnam and would team with the C Trp for many months to come. VHPA Member Paul Kunkel provides the following detais: 

The 412th was one of several dozen small but important aircraft maintenance detachments raised in the States and sent to Vietnam because the Arrrrt had learned the hard 
way that the aviation units needs more maintenance support. CWO William Olds was the officer charged with forming the 412th at Ft. Benning cluing the stmner of 1968. 
The lril deployed by air to Pleiku withott ils weapons! Their weapons arrived two days. ReaUy no one in the Pleiku area was expecting them - nice to know the Arrrrt was 
any a lillle disorganized in those days! Ar,fway, somehow the 412th got passed to the 7117th and to C Trp. I joined the detachme11 just as many of the "originas" were 
leaving and would spend most of ITT)' tour at An Son with C Troop. 

October - On the 4th, A Trp's ARP performed a cordon and search of a village. The Scouts noticed two NVA escaping and killed one and wounded the other. The Blues capb.-ed 
the wounded ma,, both weapons and their packs. Later in the day, the Guns fired on four NVA, killing one. The airstrike killed another and during the post strike, the Sews kied 
a third. On the 9th, A Trp performed a VR and found some people harvesting rice. Suddenly they produced AKs and started shooting at the Scous. One LOH took five hits bLC 
three rice harvesters tied. On the 14th, A Trp's Scouts observed three VC in a camouflaged hootch. Only one managed to escape. On the 25th, A Trp left Ban Me Th.Joi arid 
returned to Camp Enari. Meanwhile, the Monsoons ended at the beginning of the month, and B Trp supported elements of the 173rd Abn, 3/506 Abn, and the 44th ARVN Regimer1 
during the morth. They made contact with the enellf)' 21 times and inserted the Blues nine times. The coordinated efforts between B Trp and supporting unis resuled in 11 VC 
killed, two VC llld six weapons captured. On the 26th, B Trp was grounded for two days due to fuel contamination. Their maintenance crews worked day and night to fkJsh al 
aircraft fuel eels llld lines with grain alcohol. By the afternoon of the 27th, B Trp was mission ready again. On the 27th, C Trp was screening an area east of the la Drang between 
the Oasis llld Plei Me. VHPA Member John Kawa remembers the battle this way: 

C Trp had been in countJy several mot1hs and untU this day had experienced very little actual enellf)' contact. I was beginning to wonder when and if heavy cOltact would 
happen. I can remamber being concerned that if this routine continued we would al1 fall into complacency and someone would get tut We were working au: of the Oasis 
which was a small strip with minimal refuel and rearm facilities. At that time the 2nd Bde had its HDQ there. It was located on the northern side of the famous la Drang valey 
~ QL 19 that continued west to Due Co near the Cambodian boarder. Our AO that day was on lhe eastern edge of the valley; the courtryside was basically flat llld covered 
with scn.o. As was Oll" custom, the lead LOH had a Gumer and an Observer while my ship had a mini-gun and an Observer. I believe Hub Roberts flew lead that day. He 
was a GREAT Scru pilot and a FUNNY, FUNNY person. We were following a dirt road looking for arry signs of recent crossings. As usual, I made my search in random 
p.-ierns mettally keeping track of which areas were covered and which stiU needed checking. I often overlapped ITT)' searches approaching likely hiding places or travel 
rrues from several different directions in an attempt to pickup something that I might have missed on a previous pass. The VC and NVA were very clever lilt like al tunar1s 
they needed food, water, and a safe place to rest As a Scout we were trained to understand these needs and to look at the terrain in those terms. On one pass I skited the 
edge of a vlage llld noticed piles of freshly harvested rice. The lay of the land was perfect for concealed movement as the village was located on the edge of a smal biJff 
next to a shallow draw forested with single canopy trees and heavy undergrowth. In the open areas, tall grass grew everywhere. There was a small st.-id of trees between 
the vilage llld the entrance down irto the draw and we started our search there. On the first pass, I clscovered some freshly dug trenches for both personnel llld AWs. I 
slowed down and on the second pass, saw some satchels and tools laying around the base of the trees. Subsequent passes at even slower speeds did not soicl 3l1f 
response or movement and I passed all this up to the Guns and MAJ Frost in the C&C. MAJ Frost decided to have one LOH land near the edge of the trees to capb.l"e as 
rna,y of the satchels as possible. We all fell that they could contain valuable intelligence information. I covered Hub's landing in a clear open area next to the trees. I watched 
ttie Gumer jump au:, pistol in hand, and dash irto the trees. As I circled I could see him gathering several satchels and then all heU broke lose. Hlil reported AW fire coming 
from the trees. I could see the Glilnef sprinting back to the LOH with one of the satchels. It must have been very heavy because il seemed to take him forever to reach tis 
ship. I know everyone in the air was willing him to run faster. I immediately rolled back around onto the trees and laid down a burst of mini irto the tree line. My a<renail 
jlJnped up a bunch. There was so much to watch for: enellf)' movement, the position of the other heUcopters, the tree lines, the village, the status of ITT)' ship, and on arid 
on. Many things, however, were second nature: listening for instructions from the C&C, staying out of easy lines of fire, keep moving and altering fligtt patterns, watching 
for the enemy. The situation was complicated by the fact that the village was so close to the contact area. The C&C had to get permission to engage in full cortact and 
sometimes this could take forever. The Guns were getting impatient. They had a score to seWe. Someone was shooting at the people they were supposed to protect and 
tlis could not continue. Everyone got safely back irto the air without any injuries. Hub quickly reported that the satchel was a two man carry job, weighed cK>ou: 120 lls 
cr.d was filled with plastic explosives! Ed's team arrived, was briefed and we departed for the Oasis. 

We continue the story from the frort seat of a Cobra and VHPA Member Bob MitcheU teUs us: The second team had Sterling Cox and R.A. Jones in the lead GIII, Oamy 
Norman llld ITT)'self as wing, Ed Johnson pUoted the lead LOH with LT Pat Murphy as a observer and SP4 Vosine as gumer, and Bill Nichols as wing. Apparertly MAJ Frost 
had ordered up the Blues because one of the first things we did after reHeving the first team was to insert the Blues. They quickly moved in and picked up abru 60 packs. 
MAJ Frost split the team about that time; Ed and Sterling covered the Blues and Bill and Danny started tracking the escaping NVA force. It wasn't very long or very far, maybe 
7 - 800 meters to the northeast when Bill drew fire. We immediately rolled in and ked the area up with rockets, minigun and 40nvn. The jungle wasn't very high or dense 
here llld OU" munitions were very effective. Our ship was functioning perfectly, something that had taken a lot of personal interest by all of the Gun pilots to make happen. 
We ask Bl to go back in and check the area out. At this point, Danny and I used an unusual tactic, I suppose, in that we dropped down low and flew a tactical rqt wi1g on 
the Sew ship. We went in fast as we expected it to be hot. I had the action switches depressed and the turret weapons aimed lJ1der the LOH. As he passed over the 
bottom of the draw I saw two sets of muzzle flashes coming out of a bush; I was on the mini and literally tore down the bush even as Bil was calling 'receiving fire'. He 
folowed that with 'there's a blilch of them nming up that trail to the left'. I came off the mini onto the 40nvn and just ate up the trail. We later found two dead in the bush 
llld five on the trail. We went back to altitude and made some more runs. I think Sterling came over and helped us. We took the LOH / Gun team back down again bLC 
coodrl't draw 3rrf more fire. So Bill started to slow down and take a good look. It wasn't very long before he had a body count up in the 20 and was not taking i1rfoJ fire at 
al. AbOIJ tlis time, the Blues were ready to be extracted. Their PZ was about 400 meters to the west and MAJ Frost had the last slick reinsert a BkJe Squad in a single ship 
LZ to search the bodies. The LZ wasn't much - high grass surrounded by scrub with a few 100 - 150 foot trees. It seemed relatively safe as we had not been able to provoke 
a response in abou: 20 mintJes. In reality the NVA had hunkered down hoping we would go °il'Nay. As the Blues started down the trail toward the dead NVA, thei" poirt mart, 
.SP4 Edward J. Maslyn, was shot and killed by a 51 that penetrated his flak jacket front and back. The remaining six Blues scurried back to 50 meters or so to thei" LZ where 
they were taking ke from three side. They were calling for help saying they had left ther point man down the trail and didn't know if he was dead or alive. The air leans 
were back in normal configuration again. Ed was talking to the Blues and said he would hover down the trail, to see if he could find the soldier and make a determination. I 
watched almost in fascination as he hovered hi!tJ (about 150 foot) over the LZ. The enellf)' were so close in on the Blues that we were not shooting. I saw the ITlJZZle 
flashes slift from firing at the Blues towards Ed's LOH. These scenes are brazened in ITT)' mind. I can see them as clearly as if I was stil sitting in the frort seat of that Snake. 
I watched as the aio'crall started taking Ills, then started to spin violently, struck the largest tree which ripped off the tailboom, and then tumble down the side of the tree to 
the grourid on the side away from the Blues. It irrvnediately started to burn. The smokes, WPs, and frags added to the burning jet fuel. My stomach sarik as I was s1xe no 
one could have lived thrOIJ!jl such a crash. My first thoughts were - why him, his wife had just had a baby about a morth before. They were dead (so we ltlotqt) and 
we couktl't dwel on that; we had the Blues to save. The other team came back on station and we departed to rearm and refuel bti we felt terrible, just terrille. 

We now reb.m to John Kawa's story. The call came about one hour into our rest period and we knew something was up because th31 was shorter than normal. I had heard 
rna,y stories abat.t what a downed helicopter scene looked like but until you actually see one laying on the ground, on its side, a long column of smoke risilg from ils shel; 
you wl never IJ'lderstand the emotion of that sigtt. The rest of the Blues were inserted and was pushing toward the downed crew lilt not making ITIJCh progress. The C&C 
told me we were up against an NVA unit that had been pushed down into the draw and had taken up a position on the opposite slope. They had set up a 51 cal on tlis ridge 
llld commanded a good position over the enti"e area. The first attempt to rescue Ed was made by a Dust-Off from Pleiku. As il hovered over the crash site, I could see the 
51 fmg alil llld the Huey shuddered with each impact. Finally, he had to break away. How it flew back to the Oasis is still a mystery to me? Later we had a chance to look 
at tlis stip llld confim the fact that il was a miracle ii wasn't shot down. Al of this was taking place as I circled the area looking for signs of movemert and trying to keep 
w of the way of the enemy QlllS. The soo was getting low in the sky and il would be dark in about an hour. I was so inle11 on watching the ground that I lid not see the 
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one large tree that stood on the edge of the draw until my Observer screamed with terror. I had just enough time to clear the main body of the LOH over the top of the tree. 
The skids, uFlfortunately, went through the tree and were well camouflaged with foliage when I emerged on the other side. I also realized that a change of clothes was in 
order when we got back to base. All through this time, MAJ Frost had been working with the mech inf unit that was sneaking up on the rear of the NVA position. The objective 
was to trap them between 01.,r Blues in the draw and this unit. To make a long story short, the plan worked fairly well. The NVA position was overrun, although many managed 
to sneak off into the valley under the cover of the approaching darkness. The mech unit linked up with our Blues and were able to transport Ed to an open area where he 
was evaced to Pleiku. The-51 was captured and we displayed it outside our mess hall as a memorial to SP4 Maslyn who died that day. 

We'U let Bob Mitchell provide some more to the story. As we were rearming the first time, a Medevac ship came limping into the Oasis and made a hydraulics out landing. 
They had been really shot up attempting to get our guys out. I remember they were shot through the red cross on the right side and the medic in the back had been shot in 
the "chicken plate• right over his heart. He was a very happy camper, however, tt knocked him down but other than that he wasn't hurt. The team I was with were back in 
and out of the fight several more times that day. It was a real mess as we had leadership stacked up over the battle, some talking on the freq we were used with the Blues. 
I remember Hub Roberts yelling at the Bde Cmdr to stay off the net as we had a fight in progress. The 'Colonel' whoever he was came back with 'I'm the boss and will talc 
on whatever net I please'. I remember wishing I knew which Huey was his because I had the sudden urge to shoot his ass down!! Anyway, the mech inf folks had been 
working our way ever since we started getting into the fight. They were a lifesaver - literally!! They rolled through the enemy, on ine, as we continued to pound them from 
above. The NVA pretty much gave up and ran when the APCs showed up. They found LT Murphy (Ed's left seat) in a dazed condition standing in the middle of a small 
stream right in the middle of the fire fight. How he got there from the crash site, through the middle of the fire fight, without getting captured or kiUed remains a mystery! It 
was starting to get dark when they finally had the place relatively secure. MAJ Frost then directed the Blues to 'get dog tags or whatever you can recover" from Ed's ship. 
Ed had miraculously escaped the crash and with an injured back, had lifted the burning LOH off Murphy and pulled him to safety. Ed later said he thougtd ii was the NVA 
app'.oaching him and he had a very difficult time holding his fire as the Blues approach. He was armed with his 38 and Murphy's 45. He did hold his fire urtil the first face 
appeared through the brush; it was an American. C Trp killed over 40 NVA that day and we continued to pursue them down that draw to the southeast for the next two days. 
from the documents we recovered, we were able to learn that we had been the reception party for an NVC sapper Bn that had just arrived from Cambodia 

November - On the 1 si B Trp reconed the Le Hong Fong forest which is north of Phan Thiel and is basically several square miles of uninhabited area bounded by QL 1 to the south, 
west, and north and the sea on the east. The VC considered this "home' and B Trp would work this AO many, many times during its stay al Phan Thiel. On tlis day, the Sews 
located a VC training area. The Blues were inserted and found a small hospital as weU. On the 2nd, while enroute to an AO west of the Oasis, A Trp's Scouts spotted apprmdmaely 
eight men traveling along a trail. As the helicopters passed, the men took cover. After determining that there were no friendlies in the area, A Trp's Sews and Guns engaged the 
NVA. During one exchange SP4 Moe Tameyoza an observer on a LOH was killed. An airstrike was called in before an infantry unit moved to sweep the battlefield. They found 
1:iglt dead NVA and captured one AK-50, 20 grenades, tou- 82mm mortar rounds, 25 packs and several bags and rolls of rice. During the rest of the morth, A Trp criJ made 
contact once and killed but two VC. from the 4th through the 10th, B T rp staged out of Bao Loe and supported the 31503rd Abn and the 2nd ARVN Rangers on an area sweep. 
I he operation was disappointing in that It netted only a dozen detainees and some captured rice, ammo, and clothes. On the 10th, C T rp started ar; eight day period where they 
made heavy enemy contact most every day while working the Cambodian Border near Due Co. VHPA Member Jim Cunningham vividly recals: 

Nothing ever seemed to phase MAJ Frost and when we flew together I could count on almost anything happening. The 14th was no exception. We had a sniffer kit installed 
in the back of our regular C&C ship. The Troop had deployed to the Oasis for the day. We would be flying a sniffer mission near the Cambodian border as the low ship with 
a Red and While team as back up. Anyway, we had just flown over an area with numerous trails and the sniffer unit registered a response. We made a 360 to come back 
for another look and as we completed the tum, we were inbound on our original ground track - a bad idea! The cockpit seemed to explode when a 12.7mm round came 
through the lower right comer of the windshield and exited through the 1st Aid kit above the MAJ's head. The second round took out the number 3 hanger bearilg and 
severed the tail rotor drive shaft. We also took several hits from SA fire. As we cleared the area, we found that it was difficult to maintain both airspeed and altkude. I was 
the only one able to transmit to outside world, so frost was busy providing me with information to pass on to our Red and White teams and to the Oasis TOC. We sort of 
flew, really more of a side slip, toward Ll Vera which, Thank God, had just been opened a few days prior to this. But there was no area available for a running landing, so 
from abm1 75 feet up frost chopped the throttle and we spun in. The Huey stayed upright after we hit although we managed to bend the skids and tail boom. Amazingly 
enough, no one was hurt from either the enemy fire or the crash. I did learn the lesson that if you didn't have your survival gear strapped to you - it stayed in the aircraft. 
Frost moved to my position and kept directing the operation until we were picked up by one of our slicks and flown back to the Oasis. I was serf back to Enari to fill Ol1 the 
paper work on our crash landing while frost took off in another Huey to continue with the mission. By the end of the day the second C&C had received several hits from two 
51 Cals! Like I said, flying with MAJ frost was always an experience!! 

On the 12th, B T rp worked out of Long Song North, a FSB occupied by two 175s. The Blues were inserted at 1300 in a small clearing at the mouth of a canyon. In the narrow 
canyon, they found some caves and a cache of 100 entrenching tools, 28 knives, some claymore mines and grenades, and 75 100 I>. demolition charges. The 101 st reinforced 
with another platoon and both spent the night secwing the area. At 0545 the next morning B Trp's aircraft were overhead and the lnfiHI)' moved out. By 0730 they had fot.nl 
;inolher cache. While one squad worked with the cache, the rest came under heavy AWs tire. The enemy guns were quickly flanked and five VC killed. The second cache yielded 
more demo charges, mines and grenades, some weapons and a blacksmith's forge. All the Infantry was extracted that evening. On the 21 si during a recon abot1 35 miles 
11orthwest of Phan Thiei enemy ground fire downed a LOH killing 1 LT Clilford Welding and badly wounding the observer, SGT Stanley Green. AH flyable aircraft were scrambled. 
lhe Lift ships received heavy AW fire on final to the Ll but completed the insertion about 15 minutes after the LOH went down. Wihirl six ITWU1es after the insertion, the Blues 
1cached the stiU burning LOH and found SGT Green badly wounded and burned. Sadly he died on a Dust Off enroute to the aid station. After securing 1 LT Welding's body, the 
lllues pursued the VC but were unable to establish contact and were extracted. On the 24th, A Trp found and partially destroyed a large bunker complex near Polei Kleng. On the 
?6th, C Trp held the famous 'Last Meeting of the Original Chaparrals' as a farewell to MAJ Jack Frost. During November, D Trp moved from the Ban Me Thuot area to Ll Mary 
I au wtich was 3 kms south of Konturn and was the headquarters tor the 2nd Bde. Their duties were daily convoy escorts to Polei Kleng and firebase seCldy. 

December - There are certain ironies in writing history. A classic is the section of B Trp's Unit History that covers this period. It say: 'The morth ... was a busy one for al members. 
I he Blues were insened a total of 15 times. Twice they received sniper fire and only three occasions actually engaged the enemy in extremely heavy fire figtts. • It continues wkh 
,u, accOt.111 of the enemy equipment captured or destroyed along with 15 VC killed and 6 captured. The unit history ends by saying Iha! the ACT suffered one KIA, fOU" WIAs, and 
had one LOH destroyed. Time now p,ives us so:ne advantages the unit historian never had. The soldier that died was SGT Ray McKibben and tlis is a record of his actions: 

The Felton, GA native was serving as a team leader of a 16 man recon patrol near Song Mao in southern II Corps on 6 Dec 1968, in an area of known enemy personnel and 
equipment. He was a team leader of the point element and the third man in the formation maneuvering along a wen traveled trail, when the men came under heavy AW fire 
from a fortified bunker. SGT McKibben, assessing the situation, charged through the bamboo and heavy brush to the armed position, kiUed the enemy gumer, sectJ"ed tis 
weapon and directed the patrol forward. Later, his patrol again came under heavy fire from bunkers and as the men took cover one fell wounded. SGT McKilben sprang 
to tis corrirade's side and •JOder fire, pulled him to safety behind the cover of some rocks and administered frst aid. Seeing Iha his patrol was pinned down, he ctwged 
thrrugh the brush against a hail of AW fire, killed the enemy with a rifle shot and captured the weapon. He then continued his assa.dl against the next booker, fmg tis 
weapons as he charged. But as he approached this position, his own rifle ran out of ammunition so he switched to the captured weapon. When Iha was emptied, SGT 
McKibben silenced the enemy position wlh two hand grenades. As his men moved forward another position opened fire. He reloaded his M-16, and as he single handedy 
atacked the position, he was hit by enemy f.-e. Though mortally wounded, he was able to able to fire a final burst from his weapon which kiUed another enemy sokier and 
enabled the patrol to continue the operation. In the end the patrol totaled eight enemy dead, five killed by SGT McKibben. On 7 Apr 1970, SGT Ray McKilben of B Trp's 
Blues was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

On the 6th, A Trp worked southeast of Konturn to check 011 an area of freshly cultivated fields when they discovered approximately 75 well camouflaged llis in a vale-j. The 
:;coils drew intense fire with one ship taking four hits. Air smkes were called in with unknown results as the enemy continued to stay hidden. During the period 18 to 26 Dec, A 
lip was given down time for aircraft maintenance and do conduct annual training requirements. On the 27th, A Trp worked out of FB Blackhawk and when the Scot1S received 
lue from an area with a large number of bunkers, one VC was killed. The Blues were insened and by the end of the day 28 detainees were taken ou of the bunkers. DuTIQ the 
I.isl two days of the year, A Trp's Blues worked with a 4th Div LRRP to secure and extract over 12,000 pounds of rice from an area not far the Camp Erwi. DuTIQ Decerooer, 
,1ller being released from duties around Ll Mary Lou, D Trp was given a true cavalry assignment; namely an egg shaped TAOR of approximaely 20 kms cmered on Ccmp Erwi. 
11 Trp conducted from three to seven day operations throughout their TAOR. 
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Year End SWnmary • On the tactical side, the Sqdn, especially the Infantry, fought extremely well during Tel and earned the respect and gratitude of many commands. "9 
equipmertside, the venerable UH-1Cswere replacedwithAH-1Gs. On the organization side, CTrp's designalion was permanently changed to F/Bth Cav blta new C Trpr 
med from the States. Also an aircraft manencvice TC Detactvnents was attached to each ACT. 

1969 

The prinBy sOll'ce materials for this year are: For HHT, a 12 page AUHS prepared by WO Robert Rogers. For A Trp, a 28 page AUHS prepared by CPT George E. Srffder II 
follows the style bl( does not provide neart,, as much detail as the previous year's. It still includes a few sentences for each significart ever1. For B Trp, a 16 page AUHS pr 
by WO Byron M. Wllkilson that lllfortunately devotes the majority of its volume to abridging material that we already have from the previous year's. In fact ~ two pages 
cover 1969 operaions and they, for some reason, start in September. For C Trp, a six page AUHS prepared by 1 LT John L. Davis. For D Trp, a ten page AUHS prepared 
Thomas K. Baldenweck. For the Sqdo, a 48 page Operational Report - Lessons Learned (OR-LL) for the period 1 NOV through 31 JAN, a 45 page OR-LL for the period 1 
througi30APR, a 40page OR-LL for the period 1 MAY through 31 JUL, a 32 page OR-LL for the period 1 AUG through 31 OCT, and a48 page OR-LL for the period 1 NOV 
31 JAN 70. 
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January . For the first week of the yell', A Trp continued to work the area around FB Blackhawk. The Blues were inserted almost every day as they worked throtJ!jl 
complexes and small NVA base camp areas. They usually captured some equipment, clothing, rice, etc., would destroyed arrt tus and bunkers they fOUld; biJ they cjd ~ - 1 lrp irto ' 
cortact. On the 15th, A Trp's Scot1s obseived an enemy force on a former US FB and had the Guns fire them up. The Blues were inserted, resulting in nine tNA kiUed DI 
capli.fed. They also captured some ammo packs cortaining 57mm projectiles. Also on the 15th, C Trp worked an AO north of Plei Djereng. A Cobra flown by 1 LT Sterling E. • • 
and W01 James B. Petteys crashed while making a gun run and both pilots were killed. The NVA demonstrated great fire control discipline IJ1il the Blues were inserted. llllll' 
ruge b.-ile developed that would last for several days. ~ follows is one accout of that battle: 

On the 15th, PFC Garfield Langhorn. an RTO in C Trp's Blues accompanied his unit on a search and rescue mission north of Plei Djereng. The platoon was inserted... . 
300 meters from a downed Cobra After hacking thei.' wa; to the crash site, they retrieved the bodies of the two pilots. Because of the additional load and the IBITai\ 
Blues were forced to travel down the lllOlltain side to the river where a better PZ was located. As the point lead the wa; down to the stream bed, less than 50 metera • 
the PZ, the ertire visible ler¢ of the river bed erupted with a holocaust of weapons fire. As the platoon leader hurriedly directed tis men irto a hasty perineter, PFC L~ 
had all'eact,, radioed the plaloon's criical siuation to the orbiting gunships and the C&C ship. The Guns provided supporting fire 1>11 darl<ness soon irtervened, pr 
accu-ate aerial support Realizing !tis, the NVA began to probe the perimeter, lobbing hand grenades inside. PFC Langhorn was lying between tis platoon leader ... ' 
rillema'l, providing cover fire for them and tis wounded comrades in addition to controlling the radio. SUddenly, a hand grenade sailed irto the perimeter, roling t=•' 
on Langhom's left side, a few feet from some of tis wounded comrades. Wilhot.( hesitation, PFC Langhorn chose to protect the lives of tis buddies. llvusting his ~ 
the i,enade, he scooped the object beneath himself and absorbed the explosion. Smothering the blast with his body, Langhorn, in devotion to tis fellow con..-ades, r 
the filal ubnale act above and beyond the call of dtJy. On Apr 7, 1970, PFC Langhorn was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

VHPA Mermer Bob Mitchel provides another accOl.lrt of this battle. The story really starts the niglt before. There was a real argument in the Doug Harrmond's (!hi GIi 
plat la) roorn over who would fly with Sterling Cox. Cox was known as a •cowboy' and a young WO we nicknamed 'ha;seed' (because he was a blonde towheaded ya, 
kid) was refusilg to fly with hin. He would not be persuaded as he insisted Sterling was going to kill someone, and ii: wasn't going to be him. The arguneit stopped • 
Jin Petteys, another AH-1 G AC, said: •stop the argumert, l'I fly with him.• Ha;seed flew wing the next day and lived; Petteys and Cox did not. I was f>ting lead Scola, 
would f>t lead if the sche<Ue dictated, biJ I much preferred the wing poSEon because it had the minigun. I think that was probably a carry over from my days f>ting _. . 
I warted a trigger under my finger. The morning was pretty much uneventful as we were searching the river west of Konn.m for crossing sles. There were majof • · 
networks coming in from the west to the river, abot.t 30 to 50 meters wide at the poirt of our search. They picked up on the east side and cortinued east. We stoppeci • 
a smal SF Camp, Polei Kleng I thn<, for IUlch. We were sitting around on a bunch of old 175mm barrels eating Cs and shoolilg Oll' 38s at tin cans. In the proceu • : • 
liscovered if you took real carefu aim you could shoot the barbed wire fence in half. Wei, shortly after we had broken the second strand of a three strand fence, a• 
Ccl'ne f>ting up and a young SF CPT got wand ripped us a new one. He wanted to know who was in charge. We were all WOs or enlisted, so we poirted to 1 LT Cox. 111 , 
CPT raved abolt how they had pu up the fence to keep the cows off the blankety blank airstrip to make it better for the aviators and now here were the aviators shoall . • 
doWn tis fence. Wei, Sterling just took the heat and gave us that little grin of tis as the CPT drove off. We finished lunch and headed for Oll' aircraft when I remeni>elMI 
had not crossed the dale off my 'short liners calendar"; something I did every morning withw faK. I mentioned ii: to Jin Petteys, who was climbing irto the frlllt of Ctll'I. 
Snake. He made the hex sigl at me with his fingers and said 'sta; awa; from me, something bad's going to happen.• We all laughed and started out on the nission. I WII 
hovering cl'ound down on the river secl'ching the banks when we discovered several dugout canoes sunk close along the bank. They had large rocks in them to hold 111111t1 
under water IJ1il they were needed to ferry supplies across the river. I informed the Guns and asked if they warted to shoot them up. DLm> question! Gun pilols llvt 
shoot! Sterling caBed for us to mark the tcl'get, wtich I did. We hovered in close, let a smoke start to blrn and then dropped ii: in the water. It dyed the water and n\ldl 
good aim poirt. I said, 'Smokes W' and stcl'ted a cimbing left b.llTl watching the first Cobra (Cox) inbound otJ the left door looking across in frort of the obseiver. The 
was being made perpendiCUcl' to the valey with fairtf high terrain to the rear (east) and a more ge111e, btJ rapidly rising terrain to the frort (west). The first rockets wtft' 
long, ~ on the shore west of the boats. The Cobra's dive steepened sharply, too low, as I can only assume Cox knew we would raze him for nissi1g the tarOI(. f 
could see the mini rakilg the water as Jin worked the turret. Too late Cox pulled the Cobra up sharply. The aircraft responded and was in a nose up atliude, bu~, 
to 'roosh' thrOIJ!jl. It stcl'ted hMling trees, the blades coned incredibly as branches and large limbs flew. I started down, knowing they were going to crash. The co1111 -
staggered and started to rise - they were going to make ii: - bl1 then exploded!! The explosion was as a napall'n strike and Cox and Petteys died instcnly. MAJ Ledl~ . 
told me to go in to look for wvivors. I did, 1>11 knew there was no hope. The fire was intense and the onbocl'd ammunition was exploding everywhere. It was dcllQefOII 
to stay too close, 1>111 tried. The CO was beside himself! He called and launched the blues; then landed abru 150 meters awa; and let his crewchief and gimer QIJ • 
teling me to guide them to the wreckage. I did !tis by hovering slowly backward down the hill, guiding them through the thick µigle wih hand signals. As I neared N 
wreck, a llJge explosion rocked my ship. I can only assume ii: was the 40rrvn drun going up all at once. I was thankfli the two guys on the ground weren't that cJoM • 
the sle yet. The Lift arrived and a SclU escorted them irto the lZ as the Gun team on station was a composed of two very inexperienced wingmen. As the Blues st• 
walking downtowcl'd the wreck, we had to break for fuel. When we arrived back on station, there was big trouble!! The NVA had aDowed Oll' Blues to get the bo<ies (!NW · • 
were too hot to handle and the sicks had hovered in one by one dropping fire extinguishers which the Blues used to cool the bodies enough to get them in the bags) ani 
then ambushed them as they worked thff wa; down to the river where a SMdbar was to be their PZ. I found the Bues laying in a smal cle.mg, in a smal ci'cle, ainl)tl -
feet to feet, facing ou. I think there were 18 of them. The NVA was very close in on them. So close in fact. that we had to use the Scotts for fire ~ as the ~~ 
coucil't ~ that close. We made pass after pass with 60 door guns shooting within ten meters of OlJ' guys and them al the while teling us to move ii: in. It was~ . 
to get very dcl'k when the Oll' lift cl'rived with the ready reaction force. A niijt insertion, time and time again, irto hot lZs - who ever said 'sicks cl'e for kids". Bob PDlf, -
one of the original Chapa'rals and a i,eat sick driver, pu seven guys in the wrong LZ. On climb oti, he realized he had pu them in short and caled that he was goi1Q bd_ -
to get1hem. The Bn Cmdr said to leave them; they would marry up laer. They timed otJ to be the kickiest group as they were in the tNA's reel' and the NVA li<il't seeftl 
to know ii:!! They watched, couted, and kied when they could for the next two days. The first nigtt was probably the worst. The tNA had OlJ' guys SllTounded, ca1111 
to them in the nigtt as in the old Japanese war movies. Grenades rained in al niglt. I remember talking to the LT over a game of pool some time later. He was SIi •r.mlel 
by those days; 1>11 he did a GREAT job <Ding that battle. He said you'd hear a thud and only have a split second to decide if the grenade was in the hole with you°' hllf 
;JSt landed neMJ'/. Once or twice he had~ otJ of the hole and laid flat on the ground when the blast wert off. Once he dim't move and notting happened. The l'lllt 
rnorrwig amost everyone found a <iJd grenade necl' them; his was in the hole with him!! It was during this period the PFC Langhorn covered a grenade as noted abo¥t, 
The LT also said there were holes in the Cobra's mast and that crash site was in close proximity to an tfo/A bunker complex. He said it seemed possi>le to hin for the INA 
gimers to believe the Cobra was firing at them and that they had opened up on Cox as he was coming through the trees! Artjwa;, finaly it was too dcl'k and the Scwa 
were of no more use; we were ordered home. I gave the controls to my observer and hung my head and cried. Sterling was a very good friend. I <icil't tt,, the nelll l't\1 
days as the battle ragged. I don't know why. I think because I was so close to Cox. Instead I paced the Trp area waiting for word from the frort. The NVA filally withch'III 
and we got everyone olL I believe there were five US dead. C Trp lost PFC Langhorn and the two pilots, biJ I also think almost every one of OlJ' BkJes were womded. 

Februaly • Throu!jl otJ the last half of Jan and most of Feb, A Trp worked the area between FB Blackhawk and Kortum. Thea' reconnaissance efforts confimed n~ 
estinales that the enemy was bui<ing a lcl'ge base in the cl'ea While they did not make arrt significart cortact, they were di.'ectly responsi>le for caplLling large ~ " 
enemy medical and food S!Wlies-AbotJ !tis tine TF Sruh had worked otJ a "rouine' for B Trp and VHPA Member Claude-Michael Quigley provides some details to~ us WIii 
the gap in the official history. 
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The duty wasn't too bad at all while B Trp was at Phan Thiel. With some rare exceptions we only fought the VC which did not have the M w i:,111111r . llw 11 v,\ 1,.,,111 , o1 ,,11 
us il the Pleiku area. I was the Gun Platoon leader during part of the first half of 1969. We'd stage out of Phan Rang, Dalal (Carn Ly), aml ll.111 I 111: .,1"" ,1 .,,,, . , 1.,. , . , , , 
two weeks, then some new place ~ke Dalal (Lien Khuong) every now and then. But I'd guess about half the time we staged either CMi of our own Lw:11: c, 11 up "' : ., ",, 1 1.1 . ,., 

Naturally we went where ever TF South sent us. Most of the time It was that large hilly region bounded by Phan Rang, the valley south of Dalal, Bao Loe, 1111:11 :.111111, 1 .. 11 ,, 
II Corps boundary. That was some really beautiful country. We worked with the 31506th Abn a lot as they were also based at Phan Thiel We really had ,111 1:xu:11,·11I 
relationship with them. Their commander seem to understand how to use Air Cavalry and as a result would ask South for us almost on a daily basis. If we ever got in 11 u11hh :. 
or maybe It would be better to say, if we ever got our Blues into more trouble than we had 'planned' (as if you can plan a ballle), the Abn guys always backed us up. Many 
a day ended with B T rp having extracted and inserted a couple of their platoons or even a company. The Bn CO always liked us. He knew that if one of his units hit the s _ t, 
he could call us and, unless we had our Blues in, we'd haul ass to support them. The Abn guys loved to work with the LOHs and often called Gun runs virtually in their laps. 
They trusted us and we trusted them; so It was great. TF South used to keep an American or Australian Destroyer or Light Cruiser along the coast. If our AO was on the 
coast, our C&C would carry a Marine to call in Naval Gun fire. Let me tell you, 5' and 8' Naval Gun fire is extremely accurate and truly impressive! The Air Force had a FAC 
team based at Phan Thiel and those guys seemed to like our O Club, so we were always on good terms with them. We could get an airstrike most any time with about 30 
minutes notice. 

larch. From 1 Mar through 14 Apr, A Trp was opconed to the 1st Bde participating in Operation Wayne Grey. The 1st Bde started from areas around Polei Kleng and foUowed 
, lip into the Plei Trap Valley. On the 1st, A Trp conducted a VR of LZ Swinger prior to a battalion CA and determined that at least an NVA company occupied this abandoned LZ. 
1:111ed with this knowledge, the Guns provided escort as the Lift made the insertion. The Scouts provided close fire support for the Infantry and killed three NVA. Two LOHs 
«.l!ived battle damage. 

After VHPA Member Dick Marshall reviewed a draft of the history for his period, he wrote: Looking over the names of the pilots that flew for our Sqdn really brougtd back a 
flood of memories. MAJ Wilder was an excellent pilot; extremely brave and a real team player. While he was the S-1 he often found some reason to escape the desk and 
fly in the AO. MAJ Glover commanded A Trp while I ran TF Ruthless at Ban Me Thuot during Oct-Nov 68. He was an outstanding troop leader and very dynamic when 
execuling combat missions. He always had great concern for his troops. It was an honor and a privilege to succeed him as Trp Cmdr because A Trp was really an outstanding 
unit. Flosy Rosenberger and Paul Pennington were both excellent XOs. They often lead combat operations. After CPT Bob Awy completed his tour as Sew Plaoon Leader, 
he flew with the Lift Platoon but his heart was always with the Scouts. Once during Operation Wayne Grey, CW2 Bates was shot down in the middle of the NVA while bravely 
worked his LOH to prevent some friendlies from being over-run. Bob landed a Huey virtually on top of the dazed Scouts and pulled them oti safely even though the NVA 
were almost ready to board the ship as weU and were directing unbelievably heavy fire at them. I can't say enough for the Sews. I'd flown with the 1/9 Cav during my frst 
tOll'; but A Trp's Scouts were the best I've ever seen! CPT John Pilote was an extremely cool and professional Scout leader. CPT Holbrook had three LOHs shot CMi from 
under him while defending a fire base insertion during Operation Wayne Grey. He flew from bunker to bunker destroying the enemy. 1 LT Pospisel (we called him "Pop-Sickle' 
was among the bravest of the Scouts • truly a totally fearless pilot. CPT Cart King was a really outstanding Gun pilot and leader. His 'Gun BurVlies• were great; they coud 
hit a dime from 500 yards OIJ. CPT Joe Laehu was a mission oriented maintenance officer with the heart of a true cavalryman. Once we were afraid of loosilg an aircraft 
severely damaged in a mortar attack. He came and flew tt out but could only achieve about 30 knots max because the entire canopy had been shot away. LT Mike Casey 
was the Blue Platoon Leader during the last part of 68 and the first haH of 69. He was fearless and everyone loved him. He extended so he could be discharged when he 
DEROSed and we assigned him to manage the Sqdn's O Club for his last few months. He had seen more than enough combat. Sometime after I returned to the States, I 
learned that he had volunteered to lead a team of Blues inserted to help a LRRP team that was pinned down. While he was bending over to pick up a wounded LRRP, an 
NVA came out of a spider hole and shot Mike through the heart. I wUI never forget 'old Blue• • just 21 when he died. The history of Vietnam and of A Trp wil never reflect 
the many acts of bravery by the pilots, crews, and men of this T rp. Combat units such as A T rp do not have the time nor the talent to wrte the award reconvnendations that 
these men so rightly deserved. Their acts of bravery were so common that they became rouline - simply, 'that is what I am expected to do as an air cavalryman.• This raion 
may never know what super human things these men achieved; but we that were there do. I wish I could some how express the love and pride and respect I hold in my 
heart for the wonderful men who served so weU in A Trp. May God always bless each and every one of them. 

c. , Ihe 2nd, northwest of Swinger, A Trp found a road under the triple canopy jungle and followed~ for about a mile until they found two NVA 2 1/2 ton trucks. The Guns and 
• :Jrikes killed five NVA and destroyed the trucks. During the next three days, A Trp killed eight NVA while supporting 1st Bde elements. On the 6th, A Trp was sert to help a 1st 
"' h: unit il heavy cor1act. The Scouts quickly found the two NVA mortars which the Guns destroyed. A Trp diverted to a help A-3/8 Inf which was being ovemn The groood 
:,mlr adjusted the Gunship fire extremely close to his own men and they expended faster than the other teams could reload. The ScOIJs and Guns literally flew into the enemy 
,Alks to keep them off the friendly unit. Eventually the enemy advance slowed and A Trp's Lift brought in supplies and reinforcements. When the battle finally ended, 280 NVA 
o. , lies were fol.fld. During the next week, A Trp continued workilg the Plei Trap, killed 16 NVA, destroyed four 21/2 ton trucks and one mortar, plus captured two 105mm 
,witzers. The Lift provided emergency medevacs for 14 wounded. 

Dick Marshall provides some insights that will warm the heart of any good cav man: One interesting aspect happened dmg Wayne Grey when we found and destroyed 
numerous 2 1/2 ton trucks and several 105 howaers. The Bde Opns just would not beUeve our 'SPOT' reports, so we inserted our Blues and called in a Chinook. We ffled 
oUl an NVA 2 1/2 ton truck and a 105 gun and literally dropped them at the door of their CP. From that day forward, they never questioned our reports! By the end of the 
Operation, we were still able to fly our missions but literally every ship had combat damage. During this Operation, the Scouts literally flew down and in front the Infamy. 
There is no doubt they saved hundred of American lives. Those Scouts were"above the rest and the very, very besr. 

<-1 Jhe 8th, W01 Wally Carpenter and his observer, SGT David J. Phillips, of B Trp were killed while working a ridge line almost due west of Phan Thiel VHPA Member Lany 
·r,:IL'Y recalls: 

I don't know anyone that didn't like WaJly. He was one funny human being!! He and Gary Brydges had been through flight school together and flew Snakes with me i1 the 
Undertakers. Both Wally and Gary decided they are bored, flying monotonous circles watchilg two small LOHs for hours; so they vohlteered for the Scotis. After some 
time Waif became a Scalphurter. He had been flyilg with them for a month or so. There is a good picture of us in "Winged Sabers". Abru this time I remember Headquarters 
thougtt we were getting too sloppy in our appearance, and ordered that we at least shine our boots. As we left for our aircraft that morning, I scuffed Watt's shi1y boots 
and ran for the revetments. Wally told my front seat not to walk with when we came back because he had put an entrenching tool full of sand behind a tert and was goi1g 
to throw l on me when we returned. My gooner didn't tell me this until after we had returned and Wally was dead. 

VHPA Member Mike Law provides a few more details: Most everyone I know that flew in Vietnam has certain days or events that cr-e embossed in their minds. One of mine 
is the day Waltf died. I can still play l back with clarty that rivals something from my VCR. MAJ Scott Lyman, while still the Sqdn XO, had asked if I warted to be his Opns 
Officer or Gun Pl Ldr when he assooied corrrnand of B Trp. I jumped at the chance to leave the Sqdn staff and return to a line troop. I'd been flying with B Trp a little less 
than a month and was thrilled to be soldiering with some truly OUTSTANDING men. B Trp had a WO, I can't remember tis name, who had flown the C&C ship 'forever" with 
MAJ McCracken and other officers. In fact, he was so good that if we were short senior RLOs, he'd fly with another pilot and command the troop's operiDll'J. I never tiea-d 
anyone complain abCMi his skill or his judgment. He taught me how to fly C&C. Poor Scott was buried with admin functions and what lillle flying he dki during those few 
weeks was when the Sqdn CO or some other senior guy came to visit us. Anyway, Scott had asked me to teach him how to run the troop in the AO and today was his trst 
lesson! What a day to start out! As was mertioned before, most of the time TF South had us work for the Abn Bn at Phan Thiel. The Abn had asked us to do a short VR on 
one or two of the prorninert terrain features near Phan Thiel each morning before we moved on the our assigned AO, usually deeper inland. I had the Scotis work this 'T' 
shaped set of tall hills because the base of the 'l' poil1ed almost at Phan Thiel. It was covered with tall grass and showed no recert signs of use. As Wak-J mshed working 
the base, he came upon this high speed trail we knew crossed the base almost at the top of the 'T'. He got excited because some of the steps in the trail had been recertly 
repaired and he told his Wing to watch w . A few seconds later he announced 'We have people down here!" in a calm, professional voice. To this day, I still wish to h9J 
heaven that they'd have kicked out a smoke and backed off; but they didn't. I was in a wide 9rbil just about on the same level as the low Goo and had a clear view of w~. 
the trail, and his Wing. I waited a few seconds, fully expecting to see a smoke or to hear something from Wally. Suddenly, Waifs slip seemed to µJ1) and we Ilea' "-i'e' 
on the radio i1 a tigh pitched voice. He immediately pealed off and started flying towards the valley floor. We called him tu he wouldn't or couldn't answer, so I asked his 
Wing to fly along side him and tel us what was going on. Wally wasn't flying too fast so tt was relatively easy for his Wing to catch ~- He reported that both men looked 
as if they had been hit pretty bad; the Oscar was slumped over toward the front of the ship. I told him to fly ahead of Wally and JU a smoke in an open area where he coud 
lclld. I was afraid that W~ might pass CMi from the loss of blood and crash before he could make ii to Phan Thiel. As the W11g sped off, Wwif 's slip nosed over, struck 
this large, mostly dead tree at the base of the hill and exploded. The Guns were shooting up the hUI and trail where Walkf had been. I called back to OIi' base C3l1l for the 
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Blues and cmoooced Iha! we had a LOH down. B Trp had a special beU just outside the Opns TOC they'd ring if a bird went down so everyone would know a super emergency 
had been declared. The Wing came back and with deep emotion said 'Lead - il doesn't look good at all'. I'd guess the Blues were on the grOUld in about 10 nwues and 
main boa,, reached the wreck in another 20 minltes. Our Blues were good at repelling, so we put fw guys right orto the wreck from the first Slick. They reported the 
bodies were too hot to handle. A couple of the LOHs dropped their fire extinguishers but that didn't do arrt good. So I wert back to Phan Thiel POL, 'borrowed' two large 
fire extinguishers and lowered them down to the Blues. I'd say we had the Blues and the two bodies back at camp in abcu an hot.f. Needless to ~. blJ everyone waa 
pretty ~set! MAJ LymNI told everyone to iake a break until after lunch'. Not too many people were hungry as I remember. We gathered in the Mess Hal, drank kool-ald, 
and consoled one another. I called TF SOIJh and asked if we could be released from our assigned AO so we could work that trail some more; they agreed. That afternoon 
we looked long and hard for the bad guys bli never found them. I didn't know WaJt.J very weU; but to this~. he symbolizes everything Iha! is honorable or endearilg abw 
the people in B T rp I loved so rruch. 

On the 26th, 1 LT Joseph f. WIIUs, pilot, and W01 John M. Turner, observers, were killed when their A Trp LOH was shot down, crashed and burned. Litle is known abru D Trp 
dtmg the first quarter of the year. Their uni history simply states that they continued to perform reconnaissance and security missions in the 4th Division's TAOR. 

AprM- D Trp's history records that during this month they were used primarily in an airmobile status by the Sqdn. They were also opconed at various times to 2/1 CAV and 1/10 
CAV. By the 6th week of 'Wayne Grey•, A Trp had accounted for 57 NVA killed not courting arrt from the battle arol.fld A-3/8 Inf, seven NVA trucks destroyed andttl'ee 105fml 
howizers captLred. The following is taken from 1st Bde's after action report 

The /ls Cavalry proved to be the most versatile force available to the Brigade Commander. Due to its capacity to react to arrt situation, it was most valuable in the shift cl • • 
conma assets from one AO to cmther. In the execution of the normal reconnaissance role, the Air Cavalry was responsible for the aerial interdiction of enemy troop nt 
lo!jstical moves. It localed and helped to destroy two 105mm howitzers and seven enemy trucks. While working in support of ground engagemerts, the screenilg of flarllt 
and engagemert of enemy indirect fi'e weapons, saved marrt lives and contributed to the success of the infantry attacks. The cOIJ'age, aggressiveness, and flexibiMy rl 
the /ls Cavaty made l a very valuable asset. That where brave acts were common, their acts of bravery were uncorrvnon. 

On the 12th, D Trp was inserted as part of a Sqoo operation that reacted to information from an informer. D Trp captured a VC District HQ. On the 22nd, C Trp start= 
from CllfT1l Erlcli to LMe AHP. It would take them abolJ a week to relocate and become operational for the 173rd Abn Bde whose primary AO was the An Lao Vwley. On the 231 
A Trp was assqied an AO ne..- Ban Me Th.Joi and immediately made contact wlh a large force. Heavy AW fire was received and the ScOtts and Guns repeatecly 
Finally, the Blues were inserted and fOO'ld 30 dead NVA and captured one. From the 25th until the 5th of May, A Trp was under the direct control of 8-23 of the 5th SFG at BIi 
Prang. On the 25th, A Trp encOIJ'llered an NVA Regimert. Al aircraft received extremely heavy AW fire, six took hits and one LOH was destroyed killing W01 Rk:h.-d L Tin, 
and SSG Allon D. Woodrwf. The 'Honor Roi' section of A Trp's Unit History contains a few more details. Apparently Turley and Woodruff were both wounded bt.t chose to rl!INII 
In the AO due to the ll'gency of the mission. After the LOH came under fire for a second time, Woodruff made a radio call saying that tis pilot was dead and thal he was OOf1 · · • 
down. , 

A1. this poirt, we will pause from the day to day operations to let some B Trpers describe their base camp at Phan Thiel. VHPA Member Paul Uster remember: 

U<e almost every lllil in Vietnam, we were atways building or refurbishing something at 'The Morgue•. I know from the time we returned from An Khe lid I left In~ .. 
and several other pilots were building the O cU>, the showers, or something after we filished the WABTOCs for our hoolches. With the S1J1 and wind, the terts 
tlYead bare and leaked. We used Ill' to make a roof which was fine until we had to move that tert. Marrt an hour was spent in our underground O cU>. The cU> 
wlh a conex cortainer, bt1 that was shored up with tirbers and covered wlh PSP. After l was completed and sand backfilled arOllld the sides, a Quonset tu was 
over the undergromd CU>. Just after let, B Trp killed a large Tiger and we had that skin hanging on the walls. Abeu April we finished a great new shower wlh elev 
water~ atop some poles. Everything was great for about a week; bll one ~ the water tank sb'ucture coUapsed and feU over into an open area. We also had a sate 
bath for a short while. 811 l blew ~ one niglt when l got too low on water. The movie screen was the 1st SGT's and the •projection room" was a cool back deck on 
Orderti Roonvliving area Most every evening guys would bring ru lawn chairs or whatever on the large open sandy area to watch the movie, eat pop corn. an 
whaever. Several of the pilots buil a weiglt training area we dubbed 'Flexes Muscle Flml'. 

May - C Trp began using LZ English, LZ Pony, LZ Uplift, and LZ Two Bits as primary staging areas to support the 173rd Abn Bde. On the 3rd, A Trp was still working the Bu PT 
area for the SF when the lead LOH took 15 to 20 hits and crashed. Both injured crew members were immediately evacuated. Airstrikes and artilery were directed at the 
bt1 darkness prevented a BOA. On the 4th, A Trp returned to Sqdn control briefly before being opconed to the 24th Special Tactical Zone (STZ) and began working eJd 
arOllld the Oak To, Ben Het area 'Rocket Ridge', located approximately three miles so!Jhwest of Oak To was a favorite NVA firing position and A Trp worked l fr~. 
Dick Marshal helps us IJ'lderstand the chaDenges A T rp faced al this time: 

The 24th Special Tactical Zone (STZ) was a first attempt in northern II Corps to let the ARVN flight the main battles with only limited American slWO(t We were based 
of Dale To and the only other American support was an Eng Bn, an Arty Bn. plus the normal American unit advisors. Later some SF Stike Forces joined us. The ARVN 
who commarxled the 24th was the finest I would ever know in my two tours. Although history will never teU ii this way, A Trp became a TF command since we had to 
~ and n.n every operation. We were plagued with the ARVN artillery firing In Oll' AO on a 'continue to observe• spot report I .-n convinced Iha! the NVA had lnfiralld 
24th. One day when the American staff and the ARVN COL were gone, I received a call to come to the HQs to receive an ARVN award. I reported, bt1 one h<u later no 
showed. Finaly, I was flmished a jeep to transport me back to my unit, bt1 the driver headed north up a jungle road. I told him to n.n arOllld, bt.t he acted as if he cilf 
understand my instructions. I drew my 38, JU l In his ear, and he irrvnediately understood where my unit was and took me there! Too often when we made heavy 
and were really kicking tai, the ARVN artillery, withru request, begin fimg into our AO. A Trp had been in almost constant combat since late Feb; however, nottinQ 
compare to what we were faced with while working for the 24th. With the exception of the la Orang battle In 66, I will akwif/S remerroer this as the most palnfu ..a 
hardest of combat. The figlting was nense. Ben Het was surrounded. Once we were working a near-by hiH when we received intense fi'e from 360 degrees ..-otrld 
hi. We caled for some American artillery on a large bunker area and registered with 105s. Before we called for the fire mission, I asked the FO if he cood take an 
cigl coorooate; bt1 he said he wated ten. We gave him the ten digit coordinaes and requested 8' wlh delay fuses and 155 and 1 D5 for airbu'sts. I have nev• 
artlery so totaly destroy an area in my erue ife! Relief came to Ben Het. 

On the 14th, A Trp made cortactwith a large enemy force abot11100 near Oak To. The Guns expended several times and numerous airstrikes and artillery barrages were~ 
no the area The ARP was Inserted and made contact. By the end of the day, A Trp claimed seven NVA killed and captured a ChicOITI radio, some convno wire and 
docunerts. VHPA Member David Gr.tlanl has a vivid memory of one action dlJ'ing this period. 

I had been in-courdly since March and had been assigried to a couple of units before finally ending up in A Trp's Lift platoon. I had flown with them for a few weeks blf 
stl rather new. Ths pcllicuar ~ the ScOtts hadfomd and killed some NVA. We JU the Blues in to retrieve some of the equipmertfrom the b<><ies and to see wf\11 
cood develop. The NVA carefully pulled them~ a ravine irto an ambush even with the air cover we provided. The Trp supported them wlh everything we crud 
hands on and they were finally able to move back to the insertion LZ. I was flying with CPT Billy Joe?, the Lift Pk Ldr. The other aircraft had warned us that the NV 
al aromd the LZ so we came in low level and sort of popped up over a ridge to drop irto this single ship LZ. OU' ship was the lead bl4 we came in too ™- and hid 
arOtJ'ld, so we became runber 4. By the line we got in the bad guys were very weH prepared for yet another Huey. In my mind I can stil see several NVA In the 11111 
~ my side of the ship while we were on final. The door gunner behind me shot at least one and ii was truy a pleaslJ'e to watch him die and fal ru of the tree! 
got VERY CONCERNED because this was the first line I'd really been involved in arrt serious action. I remember asking the CPT: 'Whal do you wen me to dor 
cool and repied: •Just lock your shoulder harness so if you get hit you won't fall on the controls and wreck the ship.' I did what he said bt.t those were certaiif NOT 
that calmed me down or provided 3fPJ peace of mind!! As I remember the Blues lost at least two dead and aboti three or fDll' wounded; bt1 we JU some ser1ou1 
the bad guys that day. I wood fly wlh the Lift most of the rest of my tour; a little in the frort seat of a Cobra. I worked hard and became a Huey IP and for the • 
morllhs was one of the Sqdn IPs. 

On the 15th, A Trp had a LOH shot down wounding both crew members. From the 25th unti the end of the month, A Trp received a remarkable amourt of grOllld Ire 
inckJding 51 cal. A Trp fOllld several fresh blllker complexes and camp sites as l worked the Ben Het area which was basically surrounded by the 28th NVA Regime,1. 
cortDJed to perform reconnaissance and securly missions in the 4th Div's TAOR during this month. 
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VHPA Member Gary Brydges provide some details about B Trp during this period: I flew Cobras with the Undertakers a11 .1 11.1c1 :.,·v,·1.,1 ,111,·, ,··. 111 '" •··1'••11,•11, ,... 1111• 111 •.1 w.,·. 
flying a Snake into Dalat's Cam Ly airfield. As a platoon we were always careful with arr{new guys that flew to Dalal llll 11 11, 111 :.111111, · 11 w., .. ,1 .... ,1 •,1111,11, -..i ·"'" •·-- ·11 

though ~ was always cooler up there, the DA wasn't kind on a mostly overgrossed Cobra. The first time you tried to land like a lrd11:11p1, ·1 11111 , 111111, " 1 111 ., 1" ,, "' , •. , .. , , , •.• 

experience!! Lots of guys landed much harder than they wished! Then we would 'hop' the Snake over to refuel. Once we had even a l111111 -1:, ''"'"'""· , ... , 11, .. , 1,. 1 •• , , 
we'd have to take off tike a fixed wing using the runway. Then I remember when the 2/1 Armored Cav came to Phan Thiel. They escrnled ;, 11111 111· 1·1,,..,. 1111fl 11, .d , •. , . 

•widening' QL 1. The spooky thing was that about two weeks before we had captured some folks and turned them over to the Ml people with tire Al tVN ,:11111111.u 111 -~ 1 ·1 ,.u, 

Ttiet. A day or so later, an Ml guy came by our place and said that they had learned a lot from those VC we'd captured. He said the VC told them U1a1 a11 A11111111,il l : ,ov , "111 

was due in the area soon and that they were reconning for ambush sites. We knew nothing about arrJ Armored Cav unit coming txi Sll'e enough, in a week m ::111111 :v 

arrived. We screened ahead of them for a couple of days and told them about the ambush story. They seemed to be very thorough tankers to us. Every night they 'd c11 clt: 
up in a different place and ii seemed to me that no one in their right mind would mess with them. They'd been at Phan Thiel abotJ four days when they must have camped 
right on top of the VC ambush. Just after dark, we get this call to go help them. They had lost a couple of APCs and had some guys wounded pretty bad. While the Guns 
worked the backs and top of the VC, their 90mm and 50s worked the front. After awhile Puff came on station to drop flares; then our Lift evaced their wounded to VlJl9 Tau. 
The vc decided that they had had enough and Puff walked minigun around the perimeter ever few minutes for the rest of the niglt. Finally, l'I never forget the three days 
we fired the Battleship New Jersey as ii sailed down the coast for what proved to be its last visit to Vietnam. This Marine radio team arrived early each morning with some 
circles on the map where they wanted us to check out before and after their barrages. The first two days weren't too exciting once you got used to seeing what a 16' romd 
with a ton of HE or canister could do to almost an entire grid square! We had to watch our orbits, however. The shot would land on the target and really make all the trees 
stumer; but the canister part which weighted a hundred pounds or more would continue on the gun line another quarter of a mile or so. We couldn't figure otJ whal the 
'second cloud of smoke' was after each shot until the Marines explained ii to us. Anyway, late in the morning on the third day, the Scouts screened an area we hadn't worked 
in some time and reported some well camouflaged bunkers. The Marines alternated between HE and canister for about ten rounds then asked us to look the area over. No 
sooner did the Scouts get over the bunker complex then they started yelling that they had people down there coming out of the ground. After working k for awtile, they said 
that no one seemed to be armed; so they wanted the Blues. WeU, the Battleship folk are going crazy with joy because we'd previously told them we thought the area was 
cold. The Blues get in and report that k is a small hospital unit. They found a couple of armed guards and after killing one; the other decided there was litlle point in being 
brave, so he surrendered. So we load about a dozen VC medical people on a few Lift ships for the short ride to the Ml guys and the Blues haul out some equipmert, a smal 
ammo cache with B-40 rockets, and an American typewrter that had been converted for the Vietnamese. We all played with the typewrter for days after that. 

Now VHPA Member Mike Law relates: As the other B Trpers have mentioned, we used to stage from Song Mao quite often. We developed a good rapport with the American 
advisors attached to the ARVN Aegt based there. Several times we were able to give them some 'extra effort' while reacting when some of their units had gotten no a good 
fight. Anyway very early (tike 2 am!) one morning the Duty Officer woke me up with the news that Song Mao was under attack and one of the advisors was on the phone 
wanting help. This advisor explained to me that their Regt compound had been attacked since midnight by a good sized force, that one of the advisors was dead and two 
others were wounded, and that 'things were not going well for our side'. It was raining like mad outside with a pretty low ceiling, so I asked whal the weather was like al his 
place - the same. I told him we'd do what we could but if the weather didn't break we'd have to wail until it started getting light. We got the Trp up and decided we'd take 
everything we had that was flyable. We launched and followed the coast Hne north until we got even with Song Mao then started in land. To our surprise the bad guys ha<ili 
broken contact and started for the hiUs. The weather had gotten better and we could clearly see where several fire fights were going on. After checking with the advisors, 
we started firing. The first few gun runs were really special because you could actually see the bad guys and watch the ARVN maneuver while we were shooting (the bad 
guys directed their attention at the aircraft, so the guys on the ground took advantage of that) . The attack was halted in a matter of minutes but the bad guys withdrew no 
the town ilself! Naturally, we couldn't go shooting up the town so we had to wail for the ARVN to get ready to sweep their own hometown. I remember we were a little 
concerned about a stage field since we'd left that morning without a sure knowledge of which one we'd be using. We were somewhat grateful Iha this enemy force had 
directed most of their interests toward the AAVN compound and didn't even bother with the landing stripe at Song Mao. Because we staged from that stripe so often, B Trp 
had a bunker there that contained some ammo and usually a couple of fuel blivets with JP4. The ARVNs always told us they 'secured it every night' but we amays had our 
Blues check ii for booby traps each morning. Anyway, we were able to stage 'on the edge of the action', so to speak! An ARVN mech unit had been ordered down from 
some place further to the north but they had drawn some fire a few miles out of town and lost a track or two. We started shooting irllo those areas and the ARVN were able 
to maneuver around this problem. Thus the north side of the town was closed as an escape route. We inserted our Blues on the southern side and they linked up with some 
ARVN to start sweeping the town. By mid-morning we escorted some Chinooks in with some ARVN reinforcements. l'U never forget that sigtt - the rear ramps lowered and 
what seemed like a hundred little people came out! That took care of most of the western side of the town. A team of Charlie Model guns from Dong Ba Thin had been 
supporting the AAVN most of the morning. While escorting a Dustoff ship trying to reach some ARVN wounded on the southern side, one was shot down. It landed in the 
certer of a wide sandy area that had the town on one side and a wooded area on the other. We could clearly see this downed ship and saw that all four of them were walking 
around their ship and that they'd set up their M-60s to defend themselves. We could also see the AW positions that had fired on the gunship and started firing no them. 
Maybe the bad guys had left or maybe they didn't like Cobras, but we didn't have arr{ trouble getting two Dustoff ships in and out. A really funny thing happened al this 
point. One of the downed UH-1 C pilots was WO Gene AusseU (we called him 'Adobe' because he was ugly as a mud fence) . He had been in my gun platoon wlh C Trp 
when we formed al Ft. CampbeU. He recognized my voice on the radios and using my old Ft. Campbell radio callsign said: 'Colt 6 - we are taking a lot of fire from those 
woods - come get us out right now!' I asked if arr{One was wounded and he said no. I told him we were a little busy at the moment (working with the Dustoff, our Blues, 
the AAVN, the Mech unit to the north) and that because they were in the middle of a open area no Charlie in his right mind would come bother them and that they should sit 
tigtt. The C&C did call back to Phan Thiel and our maintenance team was on the way to rig their ship so it could be hooked out. Arf/Wif/, Gene would have none of this 'be 
patient stuff' and keep teUing me they wanted out. I finally asked Scott Lyman (who was flying C&C that day and had a back end ful of the ARVN Aegimertal staff plus an 
advisor) if he could go get them. As I remember he did take them out but when our mairtermce team arrived, he put them back in to help get their ship ready for extraction. 
Anyway, our Blues and their ARVN friends were stopped by several enemy AWs firing from a couple of houses. We couldn't tell which house was good and which was bad 
from the air, so initially we weren't much ~ - Finally one of the Blues 'marked' the house with an M-79 round. I don't remember who was flying my W1119 that day but we 
both were making steep angle attacks from relatively high up to guarantee our rockets only hit one building at a time. His first pass 'surgically removed' the roofing. A 17 
lb wamead does wonderful things!! I was able to put my rockets inside the building and the bodies of two enemy gunners literally flew out the windows. The Blues yelled 
their approval and within seconds were throwing grenades in the windows and were moving again. I watched with some satisfaction as one of the Blues tt.ew whet was 
left of the enemy weapon along side the dead owner. Several bad guys succeeded in finding temporary 'sanctuary' in a le~. An equal apptication of CS gas and the 
approaching infantry gave them the courage to try to run about 200 yards to some trees. They never made it. I loved to fire those minis on the wings! The folks in the town 
didni seem to need our help arr{more so we started screening the most likely escape routes. We had worked our way to the hills to the northwest of the town when il got 
too dark for arrJmore of this fun. Just as we were leaving, a team of Navy F4s (Bobcat 55 I think was the lead's callsign) came up on our UHF freq (we had worked wlh 
aircraft from so ffiarrJ different units that day that l'N bet everyone in Vietnam knew our UHF freq!) and said they 'd heard we'd been in a good sized battle that day. They had 
been unable to unload their bombs al two previous locations and were either going to 'kill fish' (I guess they would just unload in the ocean rather than land on the carrier 
. with armed bombs still on the wings) or 'knock down trees' some place. They only had a few minutes of gas left. I fired a PM of rockets no the side of the Iii and told 
them il was all their's from thal point to the top of the hill. They made two passes with nape and HE. The next morning the Scouts decided to start their VR by lookilg to see 
if the Navy had hit anything. Almost invnediately the two Scouts started complaining about the smell of burned flesh. As k turned out, the Navy boys had put their load 
smack-dab on top of the NVA Bn Cmdr and what was left of his mortar platoon! We inserted the Blues al the top of the hill and they were able to retrieve some neresling 
intelligence kems from the packs and pockets of about 15 NVA. We later learned that two local force VC companies had escorted this NVA Bn and helped with the attack on 
Song Mao. While the ARVN and Song Mao were hurt in this attack, the NVA and VC took a serious hit as weU. I was especially proud of B Trp durilg that ballle. We were 
a combined a'l11S team of the first magnitude!! 

June - D Trp continued to perform reconnaissance and security missions in the 4th Div's TAOA during this month. On the 8th, A Trp's ScotJs observed several trails leading from 
dillerel1 directions to a heavily wooded area. They drew fre from the area and the Guns, airstrikes, and artillery worked it thoroughly tnil an ARVN unit was inserted. Gromd 
cortact was minimal. A Trp was credited with seven NVA killed, the artillery and airstrikes with 14 more; and three AKs were captured. On the 14th, A Trp made cortact with ..-i 
enemy unit in a bunker complex. They directed artillery fire into the area and rearmed the Guns with ftechette rockets. A Trp lifted the artillery and let the enemy come out of the 
bmkers; then 'nailed them to the ground'. The Scouts found 34 dead NVA and bagged four more attempting to flee. 

Again VHPA Member Dick Marshall provides some more details: In late June, we inserted the Blues in an area almost due east of Oak To and overlookilg the road from 
Konnm. An ARVN unit had been wiped out in this area just a few days before. The Blues found the ARVN dead and began to sweep from there. They found bunkers with 
hot rice left behind, Chicom radios, weapons, anvno, etc. They gathered up the equipment and began moving to lhK PZ. Then they reported an NVA in a shallow foxhole 
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short °LOHs due to combat damage, so I hovered the C&C ship just behind the NVA. Suddenly we came under irtense fie from a large force to tis rear - a trap hid 
plaVJed for the Blues. I called for the Guns and they were already in-bound. They pl1 every rocket right on top of the NVA. It was a thi1g of beuy!! I clini>ed to 
and caled from some artillery. Abru that tine, Oak To received another attack from Rocket Ridge. Just as the artillery got re~ered for us, the ARVN l31Celed OIJ' 
and OIi" stand-by reserve. I b'ied to teM them the rocket attack was just a diversion and that we had their NVA Regimer1al folks located. No kick, so we had to 
However, we caned in TAC air and they did a fine job on that target! From that day on, the battle of Oak To - Ben Het was over and the NVA withdrew. I an COO/ 

had fOllld and hi a major headquarters. • 

For May and Jooe, A Trp claimed 124 NVA killed, 66 more by airstrikes and artillery, one captUred plus 93 bunkers destroyed. They also captured one AK-50, a 122rrln 
ltTee AKs and an assortmert of anvnos. 

July - On the 7th, a O Trp jeep struck a mine while returning from a mounted mission killing SSG Charles E. Smith1o SP4 Colon D. YoWl(I, and PFC Paul E. Johnson. 
latter part of July, A Trp started worl<ing for the 1st Bde against the 18th, K-2, and 95B NVA Regiments during Operation Hines. The primely AO was between the Mang Gq 
on QL 19 and LZ Action. O Trp cortinued to perform recomaissance and security missions in the 4th Division's TAOR during this morih. 

August - on the 2nd, A Trp was worked to the east of An Khe when they observed numerous high speed trails, structures and over 60 bunkers. Chickens and livestock wert 
in the a-ea, so the enerrtf was near at hand. About 1530, one LOH reported that he was experiencing difficulties with the aircraft. It then lost power, crashed iJto some tr 
btmed. The crew were seen departilg the area wkh enerrtf soldiers foUowing close behind btJ the foliage was too thick for the ARP to be inserted. Al 1610, the downed 
were located in a small clearing abOIJ 1000 meters from the crash site and were extracted by a med evac ship with a jungle penetraor. A series of iJtensive airstri(es were dr 
on the enerrtf posiions that killed 23 NVA. On the 3rd, A Trp found a high speed trail and foDowed k for eight miles. They found several NVA, bicycles, and bookers along lhl 
Al total the Guns and airstrikes killed ten NVA thal day. On the 6th, A Trp received heavy AW fire from a large NVA complex abru 35 KMs northwest of An Khe. When the 
rellrned after the Guns had expended, they found 11 dead NV A. A further VR revealed thal the complex was surrounded by numerous man traps that were constructed on 1 
lengths of bamboo with punji stakes every six inches. Several airstrikes were put into the complex. On the 16th, A Trp was called to support a 4-man LRRP in cortact. The 
killed ten NVA and helped extract the LRRPs. On the 16th, C Trp's ARP discovered whal one 173rd Abn officer called 'one of the most valuable pieces of information of the 
Wal". In the northern end of the An Lao V~ the Sews observed a llmel and bunker complex. The Blues enc0Ur1ered AW fie from the complex btJ balled thei' W'6/ 
one of the caves. There they met and killed flllI NVA. It was later determined that two were Russian trained doctors and the other a FlussiM trained pharmacist. One of the 
c.med a map and information pinpoiting the poskion of the NVA hospitals and medical supllti points in the AO. On the 17th, A Trp made ligt cortad and inserted the 
They fOllld a wea equipped base camp and caches of clothes plus a barbershop and destroyed k with fire and explosives. O Trp cortiooed to perform recomaissarice and 
missions in the 4th Division's TAOR during this mortll; btJ on the 31st they moved to Ban Me Thuot East with a contingency from HHT to prepare for opercDlllS arOIJ'ld lhl 
Prang SF can,p. 

September - On the 1st, B Trp moved to Ban Me Thuot East and the Squalton set~ a •fUhless Forward' there to support TF Figtter and elemer1s of the 23rd ARVN 
. We.-tier handicapped tactical operations for parts of the mortll. Even thou!,tl various Squalton elernerts had lived al Ban Me Thuot East prior to !tis, k was sti a lot of 
re-estabish a base a old •Camp Bleakness". Mcratt mairtenance was never a pleasart experience at Ban Me Thuot East. W~ a few days two of D Trp's plaoons were 
to Bu Prarig in an Infamy, sectriy, air-mobile reaction force for B Trp. Bu Prang was a smal camp and logistically not prepared for !tis large American Id. As a reSli HHT 
given the responsibility of flying food, sheler material, and essential supplies to the D Trp elerner1s at Bu Prang. Basically they flew two resupply missions every day to Bu Pr 
HHT and D Trp also established an anvno resupply poirt at Nhon Co for the Sqdn. By the end of the m011h, HHT ships were also making single ship insertions of D Trp per 
and Vietnarnese MPs along QLBB. They would question the locals in attempts to learn more abotJ the enemy build up in the smounding areas. HHT ships also performed 
rnssions from the Bu Prarig a-ea B Trp managed to kil ten enerrtf soldiers and located numerous bunker complexes, roltes of inlilration and areas where massive anlOtl1I 
food were lJ1der ctD.mon by the enemy. Two aircraft were bady damaged by enemy fie and one pilot serioust,, wOIJ'lded. 

October - B Trp's dait,, reconnaissance provided considerable intelligence data as the enerrtf movemer1s and activities in the Bu Prarig area increased. Numerous bivouac 
and booker complexes, weU used trails, and crops under harvest were reported. AW lire directed against B Trp's aircraft increased as the ITlOl1h progressed. Weather pr 
some operaions early and near the middle of the morih. During the last week of the morih, five B Trp aircraft were damaged by AA lire. On the 28th, the expected enemJ off 
was lan:hed wkh .-tacks on CIDG CarJ1lS al around the Bu Prang area. This action would be known as 'The Siege of Bu Prang•. On the 29111, B Trp thwarted three sepa 
attacks on fiebases around Bu Prarig. Gun ship attacks destroyed two 12. 7 rrvn AA guns and one 57mm RR. The friendlies began abandoning firebases and consolidcmg a, 
the main Bu Prarig and Due Lap can,ps. From actions di.mg this month it was learned thal elerner1s of the 28th, 40th, and 66th NVA Regirner1s were involved in the siege. 

November - During this month, A Trp supported the 1st Bde in operations to the southwest and west of An Khe and occasionally the 3rd Bde west of Enari. A Trp finaly corr•lf; 
the construction of their aircraft mairtenance hanger a Camp Enari. B Trp cormued to support TF Fighter urtiJ the 1st Bde started Operaion SPREAGINS WHITE mmg the 'SIIOI 
of Bu Prang". C Trp worked the An Lao Valey wkh the 173rd Abn. D Trp worked with B Trp iritil the 13th when ii returned to Camp Enari and started providing convoy 
on the Enari to Cheo Reo highway. On the 2nd, B Trp was workilg an AO on the edge of the main battle area and VHPA ·Member Kn CL1Tan remembers: 

I was a 1 LT then and had been flying Cobras with the Undertakers since I joined B Trp in August. MAJ Bowling had asked several RLOs if they were irterested in flying._ -
'ille birds". So thal day I was flying as Jin Nowicki's Observer as part of rrtf training to become the Sew platoon leader. Jin was Scalphurter 13, flying wing for ScalptuW 
17, CW2 George W. Grega, who had SGT Vernon C. Shepard as his Observer. The area we were working had been defoliated some tine prior, so the foiage and trees <bl'( 
~ely obsa.re OIi" view of the grOllld. As we orbked around Grega, Jin and I spotted this huge bunker complex. One of the bunkers had a very large opering !hf 
looked like a wide set of stairs going down into the ground. We called Grega to have a look and reported what we'd seen to the C&C and Guns. It was realy lnJSUal anf 
Grega moved arOllld for a few seconds and then came to a near hover over the bunker wkh the large opening. That's when the NVA laced him bad. Even thotJ!1t they toot 
a lot of fie and SGT Shepard was wOlllded in the foot, he got a Pete out and George moved off. He was streaming fuel like crazy and Jin and I thougtt he was going• 
blow ~ - You could see the fuel atomizing in the rotor wash and forming clouds near the hot exhaust The Guns rolled in and started be.mg ~ the bunkers ~ OIi • 
SGT_ Shepad's rrwk. We told George to get k on the ground QUICK and suddenly !tis large 'L • shaped LZ seemed to pop ~ in frort of us; so George just flared and It~ 
l it The next thi1g thal happened was just plain good luck. I had a 'hot Pete' (a WP grenade wkhOIJ a safety pil) in my hand and told Jin I warted to throw l Oti i'I lhl • 
trees and not the LZ; so we overflew George and started to acle back - as we reached the trees where I pitched the Pete. We quickly got back to the downed ship QI ,._ 
landed near them. CU LOH had a Mini and I had an M-60 fed from the back. Grega and Shepard got in the back; I'd guess George was near the cer1er of the comp~ 
and Shepard was closer to the ot.tside. We took off and didn't get to 100' when the world opened up. I don't know ii the NVA had ambushed thal LZ or the road thal w .. - . 
thrOlJ!tl k or wha. Maybe they hoped to get the relief colurM for some of the fiebase battles that were going on. MfWay, Jin and I saw two 51 ~ a OIi" 1 O and 2 nt · 
!aerie.med of another a OIi" 7 o'clock. Jin hollered over the radio and I worked the 60 against the 2 o'clock goo posiion urdthe bel broke. The good part aboutlisw•­
thal by thal tine the Pete I'd thrown was now fully developed; so the Guns and C&C had no trouble finding us even though thei' .-ter1ion had been iwected towa-d lhl • 
booker complex. The Mini was lln and I reached back to get the ammo bel, opened the cover of the 60 and was just closing l when I noticed thal the frort of the Ille brd • 
was gone and we were going down. There was big explosion. The fire bait thal wer1 past us taking off part of ITtf mustache and blmed part of ITtf hand between ITtf ~• 
and the nomex fliglt sul I'm not certain ii we tunbled in the air at that poirt or whal; Ill we hit the grOIJld hard and bounced iJto the air to land again wfllott a'P/ rmo, 
blades or skids or tail boom. Naturally we were hanging upside-down, trapped inside and I remember thinking it was going to blow again. Laer I woud joke thal wha caJSed 
us to crash was being overgrossed wkh NVA 51 cal - really a bad joke! Arr-JWay, Jin and I finally got OIJ and started grabbing stuff we thougtt we migtt need. I set~ lhl 
60, we gm some WPs and anAR-15 (you know one of those shorties) . I had ITtf 45 (the Trp didn't have 3rrf more 38s athaltine, so I was blessedwkh a 45). The SLIVHII 
racio was in a net between the seas. We didn't !link abOll k, so k stayed there. Abolt then we noticed SGT Shepard a OIi" 3 o'clock laying face down. He had been ttrown 
from the ship and had a terrible wound from a 51 completely across his btJlock. You remember how large the ArITTj field ltessings seemed when we were in trailing? WII 
I remember thinking k would take half a bed sheet to cover thal wound, he was laid open that badly. The fire was still pretty iJtense al arOllld us and realy the poskion w• 
urtena>le; so we decided to book. The LOH was still burning and there were small explosions coming from it now and then as the grenades or a WP wer1 off. ArPjway, we 
dll11>ed the 60 back in the LOH and started to move -;may when we heard George from inside the aircraft. Jim wer1 back to get him bt1 returned saying he cwm't get tin 
Oti. We moved -;may and never saw George again. I later learned that the guys in the ai,; had seen figures nming toward the trees and determined we were al togettw 
and were a least not kiled in the crashes. Bit wha: they had seen was the NVA nming for the trees because we had crashed almost on top of one of thei' blners illd 
they were scared to deah. We st..-ted moving toward the south because we had received less fire from that direction. Jim was in the lead, then SGT Shepad, then me. 
SGT Shel)ad hadn't received 3r1f bone his Ill he looked terrible. The grass was tal in the LZ. We hadn't moved off very far when we saw ttis Cobra coming in to land. 
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;in Infamy guy, so I enlisted in the Army as a brick layer. As you might guess, I never saw another brick and ended up in helicoptc1sI Alll:1 Al I I wi:11II01:arpr.11Ier sr:hool. 
Ihen to Ft. Knox ~ a carpenter, and somehow I ended up in Vietnam assigned to HHTfi /17 as a jeep driVer and mail room clerk. l hal la:;Jt:tl It ::;:, 111;11, Iw11 w1:1i:; wl wII 
someone asked me to shine some officer's boots and I thought 'that's it- I ain't doing thar! I asked around and was told there were opc11111g 11I II I 1p':; :;rn11I :. I11 1I 1·1111.1v,· 
10 volunteer. They decided the job. It sounded OK to me, so I volunteered. I'd been flying as a Scout for about four months and reali'j liked ii. I !1011·111 11 11k 1·11111111 .111.1111. 
hut I reali'j ~ked ii at the lime!! I'd flown with George Grega a few times prior to this day. He seemed to like me and I liked him. We corrvnunicated and wur kc!I wi:1I lnq,:11 wI 
;Is Sews. I think ii was the night before this battle or maybe two nights before, but we were all in one of the Scout tents having a beer and George said to me. ·1 !1011·1 w.u 11 
10 scare you or anything, but today when we were returning home from the AO as a flight of four LOHs I happened to notice there were only three shadows on Uie grou11t1. 
At fll'st I thought it was because we were sort of in a cloud or something, so I moved over a bit. Shep, (that was my nickname in B Trp) we didn't have a shadow - we just 
weren't there!! No matter what I did, we didn't have a shadow.• At the time I sort of •wrote this off' but maybe George had a premonition of things to come. I only remembered 
n afterwards. Anyway back to the battle, I don't remember the bunker with the large opening Kirk described but I DO REMEMBER the bunker complex and looking •eye to 
eye• with an NVA 51-cal crew. I literali'/ could see the whites of their eyes!! I put out the Pete and fired. They fired and did a damned fine job. I used to fly with my feet on 
Ihe skids. I was hit in the left foot (after a few days this wound wouldn't bother me that much) and in the chin (that wound caused me a lot of discomfort for some tine 
because there was a piece of meat inside my mouth- I finali'f bit that off and It healed with a big lump of scar tissue.). But I don't think there was much left of the bottom of 
the LOH. The radios had been shot out and the fuel cell must have been dumping fuel like crazy because It got all over the frort bubble and started to obscure our vision. 
At first I thougtt ii was engine oil but I looked back into the engine compartment and could see that the oil tank level looked normal. Anyway, the other ship flew along side 
us and with arm and hand signals made it clear that we should land RIGHT NOW. I'd guess we fly for maybe two or three mirnJes after we were shot. I remember landing, 
getting into their ship, and getting shot down again pretty much like Kirk described it. I wasn't hurt by the explosion he described but I knew I'd been hit in the butt. I got ol1 
of the LOH after it hit and sort of ran down the hill a little ways. I don't think I 'blacked our during any of that but I might have. I do remember crawling away from the two 
LOHs because I had a hard time moving. We weren't too far away when we saw the Cobra come in. 

We interrupt both Kirk and Shep al this point to hear from VHPA Member Mike Peterson who was flying the Snake they saw trying to land. I had been in B Trp about 5 months 
and was in the back seal as AC that day. CPT Lou Chirichigno, who was my platoon leader but hadn't been in that position all that long, was in the front seat. We had flown 
as the high Gun earlier in the day. Our team was refueling at Bu Prang when we got the word that a LOH was down and that the other team was firing. We left in a huny. I 
don't remember the briefing we usuali'j had as one team replaced another on station. It seems to me that we got there first and never even assumed the position of higl 
Gun; just started trying to help our people on the ground. I do remember seeing the LOH burning when we arrived at this huge L shaped clearilg but I don't remember seeilg 
lhe other LOH. We made a quick, low pass and told the C&C that it certainly didn't look like a survivable crash. On our second pass we were surprised to see someone get 
out of the wreck and from the way he walked we could tell he was seriousi'j hurt. I believe we were the oni'j ship on station and that we were talking to the C&C who was 
some distance away. Anyway, Lou and I talked ii over and decided to land. The plan was for Lou to get out, put the injured person in his place, and remain on the grOUld 
until someone could come get him. Please remember that we were working under the premise that the LOH had receive fire from a place 3 or 4 miles away and had managed 
to fly away from the danger only to crash in this open area that we believed to be safe. Naturali'j, that assumption got us into lots of trouble later on but at that lime we knew 
nothing of the action that had gone on in this area before we arrived. Lou argued that we should go straight in at that point but I suggested thal we make one more low, slow 
pass to see if we drew any fire. We flew about 50 feet off the trees, rather slow, and right along the edge of the clearing - nothing - or at least nothing that we could tel. I 
made a turn and started back to land. The NVA maintained great fire discipline and reali'j suckered me in. Suddenly we got hit from everywhere!! I remember the cycic 
being shot in two but I still had the grip in my hand. Lou yelled he had been hit in the hand. I was hit in my left leg and foot. We wel1 in inverted and impacted not fN from 
where Grega was. After things stopped flying around, I was able to gel out without that much difficulty and went around to help Lou ol1. He didn't have the use of his hand 
and ii was reali'j hurting him. Anyway, we got out and managed to link up with Grega. I remember he was badly burned but could speak to us even though he was dazed 
and incoherent at times. Funny, I felt no pain al the time - the adrenalin must have kept me going because my wounds were really rather serious. We kept teling Grega thal 
help was on the way but he knew he was in bad shape. The only thing I took from the Cobra was a shot gun without any shells - really smart! We could see the NVA al 
around us in the trees and knew it was only a matter of tirrie before they'd come after us. After awhile we came up with a plan for me to move to the southern end of the LZ 
in such a way as to convince the NVA that all three of us had moved there and thus Lou and George, who were the most seriousi'j injured, could hide and wait for the rescue 
ship. That is how we separated. I was successful in moving in a rather obvious way through the tall grass to the southern end of the LZ. Not long after I got there a Huey 
tried to land to get me. 

We interrupt Kirk, Shep, and Mike at this point to insert some comments from VHPA Member Joe Feeney who was in the Huey that tried to get Mike out that afternoon. During 
my fll'st tour in Vietnam I was a crew chief; then I went to flight school and to Maintenance Officer school before my second tour when I was with HHT. I had oni'j been in 
countJy a little over a month. Bob Rogers and I used to fly together often. He was a pilot in the Aviation Section and flew a lot, especiali'j with D Trp and the various detachmerts 
from HHT scattered all around Quang Due and Darlac Provinces. On Sunday the 2nd, we had a pay master on board and had flown about six hours since we left Enari that 
morning. The general offensive had been on for a few days already and as we flew around we saw lots of convoy ambushes and bases taking fire. We were refueling at 
Due Lap, which was under mortar and 57mm RR fire most of that day, when B Trp's Blues jumped into their ships and left in a tury. We followed and asked if we coud 
help. The B Trp C&C asked if we could go to Ban Me Thuot East and get a jungle penetrater because he thought he might need one in a hLirTy that day. When we retuned 
from East we foUowed this B Trp Cobra to the site of the battle. B Trp had inserted their Blues and didn't have anyone on station except this Cobra as everyone else was 
refueling. I think the Cobra had expended already but was just trying to stay over their people on the ground. We both made a low, slow pass over this huge LZ; unfortlJlatei'j 
weU marked with the three downed aircraft. I remember thinking at the time -we are going too slow, I just know we'H never make it to the other end of this LZ and we didn't 
even have chicken plates! It was then that I saw one of the Americans standing up under some trees. As Bob circled around, he told the Snake thal we were going in to 
pick him up and started an approach for an area near where I had seen the guy. Almost irnmediatei'j we started taking lots of fire. As best I can recall, I don't think we got 
very close to the touch down poirt when I got hit in the left leg - my side of the Huey took several hits. I do remember my left leg fly up and hit me in the chest from the force 
of a bullet. As determined as Bob was, we were taking a heU of a beating; so he aborted the approach and we climbed back to altitude where the Snake was. We talked the 
situaion over inside the aircraft for a few minutes and with the Snake. While I didn't have a life threatening wound, I was pretty well unable to function as a pilot. Alxu thal 
lime several B Trp aircraft returned and I can remember listening to the C&C on Guard. After fl,lrther discussions, he released us and we wet1 back to Due Lap where there 
was an SF aid station. When we got to Due Lap, Bob made certain I was in the good hands of the medics; then he put the crew chief in my seat and took off. The SF medics 
were very good. They treated my wounds as best they could and I got something to eat and drink. Helicopters were coming and going all the time. They called for a Dust-Off 
and one came but wouldn't land because the camp was reali'f under pretty steady fire. B Trp came back again that night to refuel between 8 and 9. We talked to them and 
asked if they would come back when they were done to take me to Ban Me Thuot. They said 'Sure· but they never came back that niglt. I guess they got real busy and I 
really wasn't in any grave danger. Anyway, the next morning I did get a ride to East and was taken to their aid station which consisted of some below grourxl conex cortainers. 
They told me the crew chief was there as well because he had 'flipped out'. Anyway, when he saw me he got very excited and ran over to me and hugged me. He said 
when they had taken me away at Due Lap; he just knew I was going to die but now he was very happy to see me again. The medics were glad to see him respond favorabi'j 
and asked if I would stay with him a little while longer. Anyway, by the end of the day I was in a big hospital in Nha Trang; then on to Japan and finally the States. Bit you 
know I never got ?ff/ of my stuff back from Vietnam! 

Mike Peterson cortirues with his story about the Huey flown by Rogers and Feeney. Just Uke they had done when I was trying to land, the NVA held their fire urd he had 
slowed to touch down. Then, all heU broke loose!! My fingers were on the skid and the crew chief was reaching out to get me; but the ship was taking a terri>le pouriding. 
I remember dropping to the ground and believing that the Huey would surei'j be crashing in on top of me any second. I was both surprised and glad to see them get away. 
It wasn't urtil after I was released and Phili'f Fogg visked me in the Pleiku hospital that I learned one of the pilots and one of the guys in the back were wourxled seriously in 
thal ship. Anyway, I laid low after that urd it got dark and then moved into a thick cit.mp of bamboo in the trees for the niglt. Everything was quiet that evening from my 
vnage pan, save for a few shots from individual weapons. I heard a Huey return and land laler that evening but I couldn't see it from where I was. 

Kirk Curran continues. Jim, Shep, and I watched what I later learned was Peterson's and Chirichigno's Snake coming in at an angle and get lower and lower urd l was 
about to be masked from view by the grass. The NVA 51 cals opened up again and you could see the ship shutter with each hit. It sort of stopped in the air, then wert · 
strai!tll down and crashed. Soon we heard lots of small arms fire and believed the NVA had killed the crew. I later learned thal Lou and Mike were not killed and did link up 
with George. I learned that they moved in a southern direction as weU and must have passed us but we didn't know it at the tine. (Editor's note: Ttis is not exactly correct; 
ooy Peterson moved to the south, Lou and George remained near the aircraft.) Naturally the guys in the air were doing everything they could to ~ us. It was a thing of 
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them cll(f ii the tal grass we woud probably have shot each other n the link 14>. 

(E~s note~ E.-Jy n my research efforts I had a conference cal with VHPA Members Billy Bowling (the B Trp Cnu) and Lei!jton Haseq011e (the Sqlil S-3). My ncna 
from that cal are terrille. Bil Bi'/ explailed that B Trp's BkJes and D Trp (-) were nserted nan LZ a couple tuidred meters ft.rlher to the sruh of the age L shaped LL • 
They destroyed an<Vor manewered arlllfld several WA AW posmons as they moved toward the large LZ. At. least part of !tis force lid indeed get Dito the age LZ btJ M 
was a slil some distcl1l:e futher to the sruh of Jim, Shep, Kik or Mike. Because no one knew exactly where the downed crews were (suvival rados woud have made al 
the lifference n the world!) and because the NVA were moving all aloog thei' flanks and !tis was obviously "their groood", the BkJes could not stay there long. The BkJel 
said that if they were goi1g to stay on the gromd 011errigtt, they would need to be reinforced wilh a •age force" (specificaly one that had Is own mortars) and that~ 
woud need lots of iWtilely support. It was gelling lae n the day and Billy said he couldn't deliver on eilher of these •support requi"emeits'. Tus isn't~ - SQm Off. 
LLs show that the nearest U.S. Inf and Alty were some 4th Inf elemerts near Cheo Reo, the ARVN had their hands ful wilh the fire base ~. the sh ITl3'f have been • 
OlfSideARVN Alty rc11ge (btJno one trusted ARVN Alty!), this area was very nearCambo<ia and a 'long w~ from ariywhere'. So they puled the BkJes otJ before the NVA '"' 
could set a trap for them.) 

Kile C011i1Jes. Also I learned that a Huey crew had seen Peterson from the air and had tried to land to get him. I was told that as he ran toward the ship, they wiiched In 
horror as the NVA shot him several lines and asst.med he was dead. Whoever told me this said that Mike was stil wearilg his chicken pliie which saved him was ant 
serious Q.fies. He was just knocked down cll(f bruised. (Editor's note: Please refer to Mike's own accourt. I asked him specifically mt !tis !Mler. He said he was rd 
wearilg a chicken plcie. His normal custom was to sl on it while flying. He was sitti1g on it that d~. so it st~ed in the aircraft.) Art(w~. it was really sometting to w.-dt 
the F100s deliver thei' airsbikes. Several lines they would pass directly overhead. We were on our backs watching. You could see the wilgs on the rear of the bomle. 
open 14> as they left the aircraft, folow the line of flight to the other end of the LZ and the explosion. The NVA were takilg a poo,ding from this stuff as best as we crud 
determile. It began to get dark and we started moving agairl, crawling through the grass. It really got dar1< and I remember not being ~le to see anything in frOlt of me; SO· • 
I just kept touching Shep's foot as we wn. We stopped ever now and then. Dtmg one stop, I made a dumb mistake and pti my 45 down so I could rol over and ~ 
bennd us. I had look back several times before and knew we were leaving a •hi!jlw~ wide road' through the grass as we crawled. My mind kept telling me that the NV4 . 
wwd fild it and come folowng after us. I looked back and crud see the stars and the wide open path. I turned back and it took me a couple of seconds to fild my 4 
When I had it cll(f reached for Shepard's foot; THEY WERE GONE! I hadn't heard them crawl off or anything btJ there was a lot of noise slil around the LZ. They w .. 
cropping flcl'es cll(f slil wormg wilh the Bkles. I crawled down the 'highw~· they left and came to a pan where I thouglt it split. I wn the wrong w~ and ended If 
alone. I could stil hear the helicopters 011erhead so I rolled 011er on my back and wailed for a good moment, then II.med on my Slrobe liglt A Huey saw it and sto Ill · 
approach to an area mt 50 to 60 yards aw~ from me. I turned off the ligtt and started towards the ship; btJ it took off, acled and came back to land on a smal twt 
lane road n the LZ. The NVA started turning on and off their flashlights to look like Slrobes as wel but I was told thii it really wasn't that lifficul to determine the real one. 
When the Huey landed the second time he had al his lights on. I stood up and started rtming toward the ship. I got wllin abolt 25 yards of it when he lllned w the MIIU 
-1 !JJ8SS to presert that nu:h less of a target to the NVA who without a doubt were also moving toward the heUcopter. I was fine while the ligtts were on as I was nnq 
19( for the ligts. When they wn otJ, I coudn't see a thing! Luckily I kept running blindly for the ship. The crew chief was flyng as pilot and, Thank God, had stflPl)II 
otJ of the ship. As I wn nming past, he grabbed me and threw me into the cargo compartment. I was both surprised and pleased to be n the back of a Huey btJ he 1114 • 
thrown me so hard I amost wn otJ the other side!! I heard him yel GO!! GO!! There was lots of fire all around us as we lifted off cll(f I remember lhn<ilg we woud bl 
shot down for sae. The ship had been hit several times and was a real mess. We wert to some firebase and landed. For some reason !tis Huey had a VHF radio and 4 
the other radios had been shot otJ earlier. In fact. I !JJeSS the other ships were al callilg him on FM and UHF telling him not to go in; btJ he couldn't hear them. AlrfwSfi 
we got an FM radio there and were able to talk to the other heticopters. They learned that Jim and Shep weren't far from where they had picked me up and that I ~ 
the Cobra crew had been kiled. The poor crewchief 'pilot' got sick at the point and wert into convulsions; so the medics took hin aw~. A little while Lifer, I was picked 
and taken to Oll' camp at Ban Me ltlJOt East where I could •retax" and have a beer. Needless to s~ bit I had many thi1gs to think aboLt that ngtt. The nm~. MAI 
Bowing ptJ me n the back of his C&C - they lioo't want me flying for awhHe. We wert back irto the same area Again everyone has perfect hindsigtt, btJ <kmg one " 
the !llJl nns a Pete suddenly wn off sort of near where the HE was hilting. I remember we al asked on the radios where that Pete had come from and filaly wr~e I~. 
wilh the thouglt that when someone was stokilg rockets into a Cobra they inadvertently added a WP head. As it turned otJ, the rockets were hilting very near to where• 
and Shep and they were tiring to tel us they were there by throwing the Pete. They also hoped the NVA wouldn't know where they were because the Pete was just amt'« 
explosion. Art(w~. they would E&E for a few more day before the NVA picked them up. I !JJeSS Shepard's wol.flds were reaMy super terrible ii that poirt. Later I talked II 
Jin who mairtailed that he was sad he wasn't able to be a Scot.( again after walking the trail with the NVA. He said had learned where and how they camped, how lllf 
camouflaged themselves, how far they moved between stops, etc. He said he would have been 'Mr. Death himself" with thii knowledge! I'd lice to close by saying whC' 
I've said a tuxred times before and wi probably s~ another hundred times - I'd just like to thank everyone in B Trp, in D Trp, n HHT, the F100 guys, the Artilery !JJYS. N 
ARVN Rangers that wn in after us and really got chopped up bad, everyone that tried to help us - THANKS. Most of al I'd like to thank Bob Rogers for pulilg mew 
ngtt. 

Kirk's short career as a Scalptmer was 011er. He would finish his tour flying Guns and as the Opos Officer. BlJ the story is far from over, n fact it would take several weeks 
sadder yet, several years to complete. The nigtt of 2 Nov was a 'long night' for many people. VHPA Member George Murry was the Sqdn Cmcr ii the time and relcies: 

We got the cal n the lae afternoon that B Trp had lost some aircraft and definitely needed some help. You've got to remember at Iha time I was a Sqdn Cnu wlhol( 
Sqdn because al the line Trps were opconed otJ to other Lflits. I only had HHT and it was already committed manning refuel and rearm pons and such sot.Ch of Bai lilt 
Tt.d. Ar,fw~. we puled together a couple slicks, alerted A and C Trp of the problem, made certain the 17th CAG and the 4th Inf knew of the situalion, and left for Bai lilt 
Tt.d. We were able to make it otJ to the site that evening. When all the aircraft finally returned from the AO, we sorted things otJ. Most of their aircraft had been shoe 1 

I think they had at least six less operciional aircraft than they had at the start of the d~. They were short three air crews. Everyone was dead tired bli wanted to do ~ 
- just anything to get those guys on the ground back. Naturally, the Scout and Gun boys wanted to go back in the next d~ and 'show 'em really Cav stuff'. Wei, the i.f• 
thing either Bily or I warted was to loose even more people to a situation that clearly seemed to be in the NVA's favor. We talked to the Blues that had been on the !J 
cll(f to Kile. We talked to Bob Rogers - that kid was a real hero. By God, that ship was a mess!!! I don't think we ever repaired it, it was Iha bad. Then we wert OVIJI lo 
23rd ARVN to see whci they coud do. They were totally comrnltted but arranged for us to use part of an ARVN Ranger Bn, that was in reality the II Corps Reseive • Ill 
line, so long as we could use our Lift to ptJ them in. The next d~ we inserted abol1 150 men from this Bn on a road north of the LZ where our aircraft were. The 
also ordered a Mech tntto move 14> cll(f by to help otJ but that didn't work ott too wel. Art(w~. these Rangers fougtt very hard btJ the NVA really had them w-rurbel 
otJ-gmned, otJ-everythinged. For 11 couple of days we supported them with everything we had and they took a terrible pounding, 40 to 50% casualties as I recal. 
lines I wn back to the 23rd CP and said we had to pull those guys out; but they wouldn't do it. The 23rd people seemed to have the attitude that that was what the 
had coming to them, so they left them n and really didn't reinforce them or support them to the degree I thougtt they should. Strc11ge conduct- I didn't and don't 
it. Of al the thilgs I remerooer mt that tour, the memory of that Ranger Bn is one of the most vivid in my mind. If I would have even creamed that they woud have sun 
like that, I woud never have pti them in thii day!! 

We rellm to Mike Peterson's accourt. The nm morning everything was stil quiet but I knew the NVA were still in the area, in force. There was a road to the east of the 
I was on the west side on sort of a hil. For the next four d~s or so I E&Eed successfully. I ate bugs, drank water from leaves and pools in the road. Once I happened 
two NVA near a bmker. One was sittilg at a table outside the bunker, writing a letter, I guess. We struggled. I grabbed a knife from the table and killed him. AbotJ tis 
!tis other guy comes otJ of the booker, sees me and quickly goes back inside! I just knew he was going to get a gun, so I wn in after him. We fougtt in there and I 
him. Nee<less to~. btJ those are rciher Slroog impressions in my mind! I was gelling weaker mnally and physically with each passing d~. I couldn't travel rrucft 
al. Thci last ni!jt I completely lost it. I recal going down to the road to <mk from the pools of water there that I found so refreshing. Anfw~. I started screaninQ i 
NVA to come and get me - real Rambo like. Wei, the next morning the place was covered with patrols and they found me along side the road. Like I said, I coudnl • 
very wel; so they SUlQ me on a pole and we hiked about two or three d~s. We've weren't that far from Cambodia. Even then I wasn't 'With it" much of the time and t 
worse before it got better. I remember being taken to a camp and just before they toc.-< my Seiko watch, I looked at the date - the 9th. Shep, Lou and Jim were there ar 
I believe it was while we were at this camp but it m~ have been at a PCJ-N Reunion some years later that I learned that CW2 George W. Grega died that first nilJ( in l 
arms from the tuns he'd received thii ~ - Art(w~. the NVA kept us in a pit but we weren't treated badly. I mean they didn't beat us or anything. I'd !JJeSS we were 
mt another week or ten days. Art(w~. Shep and I were hardly what anyone could call •escape threats"! My leg was getting gangrenous and wounds on tis bUI 
just terrille. I recal that Lou rellmed from an interrogation session with the news Iha in a ~ or so he and Norwicki would be rnovng up the trail to the North and M 
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soon as Shep and my wounds were better, we would follow. Sure enough in a day or so, Lou and Jim left us. I never saw them again 111Il ii .1ll1!I limy we, 1! 11!lo !,1:,ml u I r !1/:1 
It was about this time that two captured ARVN Rangers arrived al our camp. Let me teU you they were some of the meanest, to11!Jlu:sI. 11;1:;Jw:;1 1111y:; I h,1v1! 1?V1!I :;1:1:11 111 

even heard abolJ in my entire life!! They would constantly yell and spit at the NVA and resist and make life difficult in every Wifo/ . We called rhc111 ·11a11I Crn l!· ll11!y wI!11! 
impressive. Well very soon after Jim and Lou left, these two ARVN made an escape attempt. We heard some commotion and looked up to sec lhat 0111: ol lhcsc AIIVN 
Rangers had grab an NVA guard and choking hin. The net of It was that al least one of these guys did get away and, I think, the other was killed. Anyway, within U11ce horn s 
of the escape the NVA had us on the move. Later during a debriefrng in the Long Binh hospital I learned that there was actually a "special ops' section where these AHVN 
Rangers were trained and given the job of being captured and then escaping so the good guys could learn something about the PCIN ccmps. Apparerdly the NVA knew a 
little about this because they had us out of the camp in nothing flat I also betieve someone told me that as a result of the ARVN Ranger's escape, a rescue force did visa 
that camp within a short period of time • of course we weren't there. What I'm about to ten you now is pure conjecture on my part • you make up your own mind. I beieve 
the NVA knew we were •goners•. I certainly believe I would have died within a short period of time and Shep's long term prognosis was not good. The NVA medical attemon 
and capabilities were primttive al best • al least what they were able to give us. So long as Shep and I were alive, we were valuable to them. I believe they negotiated a 
prisoner exchange. A day or two before our release they fed us really well, including some sweet pudding I later learned had been made from can milk. They told us i was 
important that we tell 'the world' that our treatment had been good or that Lou and Jim ·would pay for our crimes•. This is the reason why some of our pli>lic statemerts 
after our release were 'anti-war"; we didn't want Lou and Jim to suffer. Anyway, they took us to a road and told us to stay right there. Abolt two minutes later and American 
truck drives us and picked us up. I can remember that there was an American in the back of it because he gave me a cigarette • I really appreciated that! They drove us to 
a FB and we were evaced to Pleiku. We weren't there long but during that time several guys from B Trp visited us. I remember before this time LT Eldridge, 'fang' we caled 
him, used to give everyone a hard time because he was "short'. WeU, I got back at him because I knew I would be home in a few days and he'd still be there. 

Now, finally, we let Vernon Shepard frnish tis story. I remember these events pretty much as both Kirk and Mike have described bl.( let me add some details. After Jim and 
I inadvertently moved away from Kirk we hid in some trees. We were so close to the Huey that came in and got Kirk out that I could see the red dash ligts. I knew I coud 
move fast enough to get to the ship before it left and I really 'felt safe' in the trees versus out in the open in the clearing. Besides Iha ship was drawing lots of fie and I 
didn't wart any part of that! After the Huey left, we moved a little deeper into the trees and hid a little better. We heard some rustling in the brush not far away and lifer 
discussed this with Mike who heard the same thing that evening. We theorized that we were very close to each other that niglt, maybe 10 to 15 feet apart, bu no one cwed 
call olJ to investigate the source of the rustling sounds!! The second day we hid 011 and hoped that the bad guys would go away and the Blues would renm. We had Mr 
M-16, one clip of ammo, a bayonet. and one pack of Camels but no matches. We ended up chewing the cigarettes and that was pretty good at the tine. I still had my nomex 
gloves. In the mornilg and evening I'd wipe them across the leaves and grass until they filled with moisture, then I'd suck the water from them. DI.mg ttis tine the wOUld 
in my mouth was especially troublesome. We had a single WP. Jim didn't want to throw ii for fear of compromising our location, so he had me stay hidden and crawled out 
no the open area. There he waited for an appropriate moment to try to signal the aircraft. I remember we were especially hopeful to attract the attertion of a Bird Dog FAC 
that was putting in the airstrikes. Finally Jim popped the Pete; but the aircraft didn't seem to notice. They moved away and didn't rellin. We hid again Iha ri!tt. On the 
third day we watch the NVA going through the LOHS and saw them marching past our location with their weapons slung over their shoulders. We heard the 1mg associated 
with the battle the ARVN Rangers were having and knew that ii was a long way from us • too far to be of help to us. We concluded that we woud have to do something on 
our own and that we would start the niglt. At that time the best I could do was sort of a low crawl. I'd stick the bayonet in the grOUld and use I as a hande to pul myself 
along with some assistance from my left leg even though ii had been damaged at the very start. We crawled a long time • urtil we were completely exhausted. We fOUld a 
hoUowed out, dead log and slept in it like sort of a harrmock. When the sun came up on the fourth day, Jim had made me a cruch out of bamboo so now we coud walk. 
We didn't exactly know where to go but we heard and saw fixed wing aircraft landing and headed toward that. We walked all day and I was really surprised that I didn't have 
that rooch pain. I was uncomfortable and noticed what I thouglt was a drip from the wound in my buttock • that turned out to be maggots falling Oltl In the afternoon we 
cane to a clearing that went up a hi. We th!llJQlt if we could get on that hiH, we could see where the aircraft were landing and how to get there. Jim told me to stay ii the 
trees and moved olJ. He got about hall way up the hill and since I didn't see any danger, I started walking after him. I didn't get very far when I heard the AKs open up and 
saw Jim drop immediately. I literally 'tried to hide behind a blade of grass•. The next thing I felt was the muzzles of four A Ks in my back and people yelling at me. I stood 
up and they took me over to the edge of the clearing to this 6'2', English speaking non-oriental man. I still think he was a Russian advisor. He definitely spoke wih Mr 
accidert. My impression was that he was treated 'like a king' • he had 15 to 20 NVA around him that seemed very interested in doing whatever he asked. N. fist he didn't 
speak to me but his look was something like •we've got you now•. Finally he asked if he could do anything for me. I said I was hUlgry, so they gave me a rice bal. He 
asked if they could look at my wounds. I showed them and they wrapped them for me. Then they started asking about 'the other guy" and I lied 'Whal other rpJ? • I'm 
alone' because I hadn't seen Jim and didn't know how he'd made out. Eventually they brouglt Jim over• he was OK and hadn't been hi. 

They started marching us toward the camp that same day. They plJ a bamboo pole between our elbows, tied our hands in the frort and pl1 a hood over our heads so that 
we could only see the ground in front of us. The next day, I betieve, we passed another group going the opposite direction on the same trail who were carrying a hanmock 
containing an American. They happened to pass by close enough so I could see in even with the hood on. I didn't know Mike Peterson at that time because he was ii the 
Guns and we didn't socialize all that much with Gun pHots; mostly with the Scout pilots. So I asked Jim what that was and he told me i was Mike. Jim and I were the fist 
to me at the camp. It was about 75'x75', surrounded by a bamboo fence and had three cages near the middle. Each cage was buil over a pi about three feet deep. The 
struct1.-e was about 8x12 along the lean-to desi!Jl. The roof was made of bamboo poles covered with big leaves. Inside there was a stock like arrMgemert and we were 
locked in ii each niglt. The NVA didn't treat our wounds for the first four days we were there. I'd guess to total NVA staff was in the six to eiglt people raige. Lou showed 
up next and then Mike• they may have arrived on the same day. I'd guess the four of us were together at least one but not two weeks. After eigtt ARVN showed up next 
and they p11 four in each pit. The 'Hard Cores• came a day or two after Lou and Jim left. I want to say something here Md now • Jim was a big, big ~ to me al Ii.mg 
this period. Ma1iy times he could have done better by himself bit he stayed with me and took care of me. I can't say enough good things about him. They fed us rriJ rice 
and gave us an American aluminum canteen tun of hot water each night. We used this as a hot water boWe to keep warm. We'd rub i over our arms and chest then use I 
as a pillow. The next day we'd drink the water. We didn't have a blanket or mosquito net bul I don't remember mosql.itoes being a problem. Cu nerrogator was M oriertal 
that had been educated in the States. Since I was an NCO, I didn't know much about the military situation so they didn't ask nmy iµistions about l Most of the questions 
were about home, the family, what clothes they wore, etc. They asked me what my 1st SGT did - 1 didn't know so I answered that al I saw him do was show movies! They 
asked what was the best place to shot at on a helicopter • again I told them I wasn't an expert on this but suggested the rotor blades. I warned them that they were hard to 
hit because they were moving so fast! They came and took pictures of us a couple times. They dug a hole sort of in the certer of the three cages. It was 4x4 and about 8 
feet deep with a covered lid almost like you'd pl1 over an animal trap. They used a notched log to get in and out of the hole. This hole was where they kept the H..-d Cores. 
About this time I was able to walk arOUld a little so during the day they'd let me rake leaves and do odd chores. Mike was getting worse and didn't get out nu:h except to 
relieve himself. Tlis is how I was able to get close to the H..-d Core's pil. They seemed like Koreans to me but I don't know for st.-e. They motioned to me Iha they wned 
me to he~ choke a gu..-d. Mike illd I talked this over, then I let them know I wasn't too nerested in trying Iha. The H..-d Cores caused so rruch troti>le Iha the NVA <i<tr't 
let them out of the pi - they even had to relieve themselves in the cups their food cane in. Those guys were tough!! There was ttis guard we called 'Baby face" becaJSe 
he was so yooog. I was out raking leaves or something when the two Hard Cores started making some noise in their pit. Wei Baby Face plJ lis AK up against a tree and 
leM!ed over to look in the pit. Evertually when he got closer, they grabbed him and pulled him irto the pl The next thing I knew, one of the H..-d Cores had µT1)ed w of 
the pi, grabbed the AK and was pointing i back into the hole. The other H..-d Core got out qlickly and they motioned for us to join them ii thei" escape. I motioned for them 
to go wlhout us because I knew Mike couldn't make the trip and I didn't wart to leave him. I don't recall that one of the Hard Cores was klled or that they kled .ntone tu 
maybe Mike was privy to a conversation in Long Binh that I didn't take part in. It my impression that one of the debriefers in Long Bm asked if he coud bri1g some guys 
in to look at us. We said OK and soon these same two H..-d Cores came in to ideoofy that we were the same guys they'd seen in the carT11- I11ereslilg. IU'I? I'd !Jl8SS we 
didn't stay in Vietnam more than a day after our release and were debriefed a lot. I didn't care so long as they kept bring me food - I was really tuigry. We wert to Japan 
for a day then to differer-. hospitals in the States. I stayed in the hospital about 30 days and ended up finishing my enlistrnel1 at that installation. Other than the pcm dimer 
we had at the ~e House and one crewchief Iha was in B Trp, I haven't had any cortact wih anyone Iha was in the 7/17th CAV. 

VHPA Member Billy Bowling provides a few more details. When these ARVN Rangers escaped, they turned themselves in an ARVN compotlld and the senior America1 
advisor caled us with the news that they miglt have some information about OU' people. I flew over there and was told by this full Colonel Iha I'd have to wai outside. 1 
sailed past him no the room where they were debriefing these guys. Through them we obtained the first •real information" about SGT Shep..-d and WO Peterson bu nottWJg 
on the others. They happened to make a casual statement about the ·one American body ne..- the road'. Tlis, of course, was news to me. We were able to obtai1 some 
more specific information from them and wihin the next couple days worked with Mr ARVN Cavalry unit to sweep the area The NVA were long gone by Iha tine bu ttis 
was how we fOUld and retrieved George Grega's t>oat. 
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On the 2001, wtE doilg a VA in the An Lao v~. W01 Fred A. Exner III of C Trp was kied when tis LOH crashed after experiencing a tai nior faikn VHPA Merooer HaTy 
Michel descri>es these evens: 

I was the 5co(J team leader lhcf day. Fred, Mt experienced LOH plot, was flying my wing. He had the addiional <Uy of being the troop ~ Officer. A LT Gll}' (?) Nelson 
had been a Cobra pilot for some line and was in the process of seeing if he warted to be a Scotl. He flew as Fred's Qbse,ver and I was tis wst day in a LOH. Th.i day 
the AO was the northern pat of the An Lao over from LZ Engish. We were wormg from the higher !10llld down toward the vale/ floor. Fred caled lhcf he had just 
e,q>efienced a tai rotor fabe. I (Jicklo/ ti.med and saw hin going no the trees. He roost have had ralher low forward speed cf the line because he shrud have been able 
to fly cu of the area even wlhou a_~ rotor. Just after the LOH hit the trees, the blades folded ~ and ~ II.ming. The rigtt frort side of the ship hit the 110llld. I was 
niit over the crash sle in seconds and-even though this area was triple CMOP'f julgle, I crud ctecrly see the wreck. There was no ITIOYemert arOllld the wreck and iniiatf 
there was no we. We caled for the 8kJes even though the nearest LZ was some listance iNi~. After abot.t ten miues the wreck started to tun and soon the cllll10 
started cookilg off. We had to back off because of the exploding ammo. Abeu this tine we saw a pen flare come ~ ltlougi the trees. We clsnissed I as pat of the 
tumg ifflTIO. A couple miues later when we saw another pen flare, we knew someone was aive down there. We caled for a med evac wilh a julgle penetrcfer. It 
arrived and even though the ifflTlO was stil exploding, they puled rigtt ~ to the crash sle and pl.( the penetrcfer down. LT Nelson was so bactf wOlllded lhcf he was 
Lllable to get hinself irto the cortraplion; so the medic wer1 down. He was able to complete the evacuation. No one else was tut cuilg lhcf extraction. Lcfer the Biles 
lid get in and rellieved Fred's bOO'f. Years later I saw LT Nelson again in Germany flying Cobras; so I am glad to S<f/ lhcf he recovered from tis wounds. 

December - Dllilg this mor1h, A Trp woud work several differer1 AOs in northwestern II Corps and for the 3rd Bde west of Enari. B Trp woud finishilg ~ Is work for the 1st 
Bde's Operalion SPREAGINS WHITE in the BM! Me TllJot, Bu Prirlg area C Trp worked the An Lao Va/Aey and Crows Foot area, wecfher permlting, or else they worked the low 
lands against the VC. D Trp completed the Enarl to Cheo Reo convoy secuny assigrvnents, then conducted search and destroy missions and se,ved as a read-/ reaction force 
for A Trp. On the 101h, WO Peterson and SGT Shepard of B Trp were freed by the WA relatively near a 451h ARVN Regt sle near Due Lap. They were caplll'ed by the WA IUing 
the bcftle on 2 Nov descri>ed earler. The Pacific Stars and SIJ1)es dated San.day, Dec 13, 1969 carried pictu"es of them on the frort page. The paper S<f/S thcf Peterson's thid 
and fwth toes on tis left foot were nissilg and he suffered fragmertalion wounds in the left knee. Shepard was described as having muliple frai,nertalion wounds of the ri!jt 
foot and of the lutock. They were the 28th and 29th U.S. prisoners to be released by the ComrrUlists. 

Y• End SWmnary - Dllilg most of this year, the lile troops were opconed Ollside the Sqdn. The Sqdn remained based cf Enari and coorued to make ~overnerts to the 
facimes there especiat/ in the a-craft maitenance area A Trp spert abot.t half Is tine working the Oak To/ Kor1um area and provided considerable Sl4lP(lft for the 24th STZ. 
The other half of Is tine woud be given to the 4th Inf especially in the An Khe area B Trp Sl4lP(lfted TF Souh for the wst half of the year, worked cu of C.wnp Enari for a few 
morths before movilgto BM! Me TIUltfor basicat/ the rest of the year to support the 23rdARVN irterests in lhcf area now thcf the 4th Inf no loogeropercfed there. C Trp worked 
cu of C.wnp Enari for the wst f<U morths, then moved to An Son to support the 173rd and the 4th Inf for the rest of the year. Basically the Sqdn coruolled HHT and D Trp foc 
most of the year. The sluation of having the AC Ts opconed cu was seriously reviewed after the 2 Nov bade and changes were made to retun to the traditional ACS confi!JxiDlll. 

1970 
The prinlcly S<Uce rncferials for ttis year are: For A Trp, a 29 page AUHS prepared by W01 Charles E. Smith, Ill. For B, C, and D Trps; nothing. For the Squao'on: a 48 page 
OR-LL for the period 1 NOV ltlough 31 JAN, a 43 page OR-LL for the period 1 FEB tt,ough 30 APR. a 32 page OR-LL for 1 MAY througi 31 JUL, and a 32 page OR-LL for 1 AUG 
ltllllJ!ti 31 OCT. The last two OR-Lls Cor1ained some accident SUITVTiaries which are included in this narrative. An 8 page transcript of the debriefing of L TC De France in Sep, 
1970 for listorical pupose. 

January • Dllilg this mor1h, A and B Trps supported the 2nd Bde in Operation PUTNAM POWER northeast of An Khe. C Trp worked the An Lao VaJley and Crows Foot cl'ea, 
wecfher permiting, else worked the low lar1ds against the VC. D Trp also supported the 4th Div with road securiy assignments between C.wnp Radcliff at An Khe and frebase 
Emeia as wel as wormg the Camp Enari TAOR. On the 5th, A Trp's Scouts found and engaged a large enemy element, killing five and captimg four AKs. On the 7th, A Trp 
inserted lhei' l3kJes irto a fortified living area They captured some clothes, medical supplies, AK arrroo, and food plus 11 suspects; then the Guns destroyed the strucllXes. On 
the 8th, Mt A Trp LOH was shot down, crashed and totally burned. The pUot and observer escaped and were rnedevaced. The Guns worked the area, then the Trp screened for 
a rifle Cornparl'f aead-J in the area They fOllld a large bUlker complex and made cortact with an estmated NVA company. The C&C's crew chief was woooded and evaced 
when the ship suddenly took a volley of enemy fire. The Blues were inserted and fotm runerous caves and signs of recently enemy living there. One WA was capn,-ed. On 
the 11th, A Trp's Blues were inserted after the Scow and Guns made cortact with an estimated WA plcfoon in their base camp. The Blues Idled five NVA and capl!Xed two AKs, 
one pistol, and one 51 cal. They swept ltlu the area again poor to extraction and found a large qull'dy of riNi cotton. a weaving machine, some food and a 30 cal. On the 12th, 
ATrp's l3kJes were inserted in another base camp, complete with hidden buildings and detained 28 people plus an M-1 and some food. On the 20th, A Trp found a large sleepi1Q 
area oc~ by Ml WA platoon. The Gun killed four and the ScotJs kiled three. On the 26th, A Trp found another NVA platoon's camp and Idled f<U. On the 29th, A Trp made 
Mt assessmert of a large cltillely strike and fOtJld four more WA to kil. 

VHPA Member Tom Pember remembers: Some Vietnam everts stand out in our minds more than others. The accourt I am abot1 to relate is VIVIDLY ETCHED in my memory. 
I was a Gun team leader for C Trp cf the time and used the name 'The Pacemaker- on the radios. We habitually stage Oil of LZ Two Bis and would refuel and recm1 i Ll 
Upllt. Tlis was late 69 or eil'l'f 70 when C Trp's main AOs were in Mid around the An Loa Val,ey. My wing that day was CWO Charles Alexander - 'Sober Charie" we called 
hin. I iced having hin on my wing because you could N-N~s depend on him to be cf the ri!jt place at the rigtt time and you di<ill have to spend a ki of tine explamo 
how to handle a sluation. We were retl.ming from covering a LRRP thcf had been in contact wel up in the valley. While covering these LRRPs, we had expended evel)'llwlO 
exceii for the outboard 'seven shot' pods which cortained nails. It was quiet - eerily quiet when a fan sound suddentf came on the radio. It was so fairt in fact. ~ I 
asked Charie if he crud make it cu? Negaive. Then, in a little louder whisper, a voice filled with tears and fear pleaded for help. GOD! What a sound. Once you've head 
M whisper you know someone has bad guys very close by; blJ the tears and fear tel you they are in very serious trouble! It was from another LRRP team SllTomded on 
ltlee sides by a VC C001lll'IY and a sheer ciff to the west. The LRRPs couldn't move in any direction and the bad guys were closing in slowly tu su-ely. I explained to 
them in a whisper lhcf al we had were nais. l'I never know why I is when you receive a whisper, you transmit wilh a whisper!! The LRRP said they were holed up in some 
rocks cf the top of the ciff and coudnl move. I explained that we weren't supposed to use nails close to friendUes. They said: 'The bad guys are within 50 meters nt 
closing - so we're dead if you donl and may be dead if you do. We'd rather take <U chances with you.• I asked Charlie what he thouglt and he said he'd do whcfeve, I 
decided. So I told the lRRPs to get behind and under the rocks and report when they were read-/. They said: 'My men are alread-J under the rocks tu taking we from ~ 
sides· smoke is cu!' I said we'd make <U ll.llS cf tree top level from the southwest to northeast, break left and try to pop the nais just over the rocks and no the tree line. 
I reminded them lhcf the red aibome smoke would indiccfe the n.-s had popped. I thouglt my kst pass was too long and asked them ~ I. They said: 'Couml tel 
Heard some nails tinkle across the rocks. The VC quit shooting at us and started shooting at you though.' I said we'd continue as long as we could, firing only one pair eadl 
rm, so they should st~ low, and lhcf ttis tine we'd try the east and south hall. We aqusted for the next 1U1 and asked how we'd done. 'You're doing grecf tu there's • • 
bt.nch working along the cliffs from the north tow..-ds us.• So we adjust again and asked how'd thcf look? 'It looks - OH #@$& (he yeled in pain) good. (sience) (deel 
deafening sience!)' I asked if they were hi and almost dreaded the answer. 'No - the damned smoke got ticked by a nail - rolled down the rock against my leg and boolM 
the hel ou of me!' Boy, I was releved to hear that. Then I asked if they were ready to move because we had just enough ~ left to cover their break and we couoo1 
raise ll'IYmore Guns. We suggested they try to move SSW along the top of the cliff. They called when they were read-/ to move. Charlie made a hot pass and I made • 
cimny. Then we made some more hot and cimny passes bu saved one last pair each 'just in case'. Finally we asked how they were doing. 'We're doing file. w,1 
cor1nJe down the hil to the swh.' We cor1inued to play dummy and asked for them to report when they were clear. A few mintJes later they said: 'We're ctecl' IV#, . 
THANKS. We woud have been dead if you hadn't stopped to help us.• We were both 1 O milUtes irto the 20 mintJe liglt, so we wed the last pair and when home. YCil­
know, we never heard from that LRRP team again. Perhaps they made it home. I hope so. I do know they made it ltlough one more day rue to a C Trp Cobra team arid I 
was proud to have been there. 

February - Ill.mg this month A Trp supported with 4th Div in the general vicinity north of An Khe along the Suoi Kon river and northwest in the Song Ba valley. On the 1 s1, I 
prisoner escaped from a necl'by WA POW camp and gave himself up to A Trp's Blues lhcf had been inserted to recon an area shot up by the Guns. The irtelligence this prisa.t 
provided led to the location of two WA POW camps, an NCO training school, and a medical training school. For the first ten d~s. B Trp worked to the north of An Khe in the 1 
Som and Song Con river areas. Extremely thick vegetation and rough terrain hampered observation efforts but the troop was able to find several enemy complexes and infill• 
rcues. Several Cor1acts were made with squad sized elements. Doong this entire month, C Trp supported the 173rd Abn in the general An Loa vaJley area. n. pmiay • 
was to irterdict enemy movemert from the mountain base areas to the populated coastal plans. D Trp continued conducting search and clear operations around the Carre, £ 
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nl Pleiku TAORs as weH as providing periodic convoy escorts. From the 12th through the 15th, B Trp supported the 24th STZ sotihwest of Komm and made cortact wih 111 
'/NA t~ klilg 33. Several mortars, rifles, radios and quantities of munitions were captured. For the rest of the morth, B Trp supported the 4th Div who had grOUJd elemerts 
aper.mg ii the mountains near the Suoi Kon river north of An Kile. On the 28th, A Trp's frst LOH team had the lead shot down and the wilg forced down by a fre ii the slip. 
The crews were pulled to safety with a juigle penetraler. While working this area laer ii the day they fOUJd a Bn sized training area sotJhwest of An Kile. 

VHPA Member Bany Speare provides a little color of life ii C Trp aboti this time: I arrived for my third tour ii late Dec 69. My other tom; were with Aibome Inf.my. Tiis 
was my ftst as an Avaor. I told the Squadron that I wanted to fit Scouts for Charlie Trp and the next morning I was on the courier to Lille. After I ~ed my 15 hou's 
imer the watchful eyes of Marty Martines (by this lime I beieve he was the Sqdn Safety Officer and SIP), I was assigrled the cals9l of RED 12. BecaJSe of aircraft 
availability and the need for p~ots, my transition took about two weeks. During that lime I also flew abot1 40 plus hou's ii the frort of the lead Snakes to lean the AO and 
to observe how the experienced Scotts worked. Now, the standard FNG initiation dmk was the GMF (Green Mother _J which was admirislered whenever the Lille O Ckm 
had a visiting stage show band. Those of us not ftf ing on the day of the stage show wert to the club early ii the afternoon to asstl'e thal OIi' T rp got the tables cwecttt ii 
frort and to one side of the stage. The other side of the stage was reserved for the 498th Oustoff. We started drinking the l'llinlie we med al the cUJ and this wert on 
no the evering. The stage show started abot17:30 and the GMFs were brought out during the 9 PM break. like the rest of the FNGs I got on stage and crugged my GMF 
while everyone cheered. I thougti I was going to die and later hung over the hootch maids' clothesline ralpting my gits w for whet seemed like forever. Bl Hesse was 
fOUJd passed w cold, lying next to his hootch the following morning. Besides drinki1g, the major pastime al Lane after renmng from the AO was ~ rues voleybal. 
c Trp had a good te.-n and was a serious challenge to the other aviation Iris. I was never very good at the game so I was ooy allowed to guard OIi' war/beer chest il1d 
provide verbal support when a challenger turned up. DI.ring the eigtt morths I was ii C Trp we never lost a single challenge match. The stakes were OIi' war chest against 
thei''s and we alwa'fS went home with OIi's after dri1king thei''s. In early February orders came for Charlie Trp to move to Cilf11) Radcffl by early March. OtJ' new nission 
was to support three major combat elemerts: OIi' friends ii the 173rd Abn Bde, the 4th Inf, and the 22d ARVN. OtJ' AO was expanded from the Sruh Chila Sea to the 
Cill't>o<ian bi-border area northwest of Komm. We completed the move wihw incidert and on time bLd two days after we med we were hit by sappers. They destroyed 
the two LOHs closest to the billet area and allempted to destroy two snakes and a sick. To the best of my memory the others were repairable; bit the LOHs were nolhiJg 
more tha1 piles of while rnagnesiun with vertical stabilizers. Our officers' quadrangle and billeting area turned w very nice. We al did some worl< on OIi' own rooms il1d 
piched ii to finish w small cloo thal ilcluded a beer cooler obtained from an old PX Snack Bar and a highly stiled. varrished bar. 

March. On the 1st the Squadron was released from opcon to the 4th Inf and returned to the 17th CAG for control. During this erue mor-.f1, C Trp cortirued to support the 173rd 
Abn ii the An Loa valley area D Trp worked the Pleiku TAOR conducting sweeps to the south of Camp Hollowa'f ii search of the mortars thal had been hillilg the post from the 
solth. They were unable to locale these mortars even though an irtensive effort was made thal included the use of mine sweepers. On the 5th, B Trp started supporti1g the 24th 
STZ west of Pleiku and on the 6th fOUld an .-ms and rntriions cache. From the 10th tnil the 27th B Trp moved from Camp Enai to Phan Rang and returned to Cilf11) Holowa'f. 
Wilie wormg ii the Dalal area, B Trp fourJd several very large bunker (one with over 200) complexes and screens for the ARVN forces thal worl<ed several cache sles. From the 
13th tnil the 1st of April, the Squadron (-) moved from Camp Enari to Camp Holowa'f. From the 23rd until the 28th, C Trp completed the move from Lille al An Son to Camp 
Radciff al An Kile. On the 30th, A Trp and Cf75 Ranger (wtich were opconed to the Squaaon from the 30th tnil 19 April) formed TF Dagger which operated to the swhwest 
of Plei Me and to the southwest of Plei Mrong. No sigrificart findings were made by TF Dagger as the NVA are not operating in Is AO. 

VHPA Member Ra'f Comolly remembers these times: I was ii A Trp's Gun platoon from Sep until Jan of 1970. It seemed Ike there was abbl1 a miion Captains ii the 
platoon at that time and I wasn't all thal senior. Abolt the beginning of the year I ended up ii HHT as the Asst 5-4 though I really warted to be ftfilg Cobras. It was dt.rilg 
the period that the 7 /17th moved from Enari to Hollowa'f il1d I was given the general assigrvnent to acquire all the construction materials I could get my hands on, to make 
living there more comfortable. The Sqdn had a runber of 40 fl S&P (Stake and Platform) trailers that were puled by big liesel tractors. We made marff ~ from Pleiku 
over the Mang Yang Pass to Qui Nhon empty and returned with 2x4s, plywood, wmg, liglts, etc. At that time the 75th Ranger C~ was allachedtothe 7117th, sowe 
could drnw LRRP rations through normal supply. I am still amazed at how much stuff we acquired simply by trading for a couple of cases of LRRPs!! We even made one 
~ al the Wa'f to Phan Rang to get materials. My other dtiy was to establish ammo and refuel poirts. The evening before, the HHT CO would tel us where to go; we'd load 
up a.21/2 ton with mini-gun anvno and another wih rockets plus a 5,000 gal tankers. Early ii the morning we head w to Komm, Plei Me, Plei lljereng, places Ike thal. 
We mostly supported A Trp because even after B Trp renrned to the Pleiku area, they still flow down south a lot m someone else SLWOrted them. We rarely were part of 
a convoy m we didn't have 3l"fi escort from D Trp or the MPs. We'd just drive w the gate and head to the forward base. We carried a PRC 77 to cal ii case something 
happened. We never got tit tu I can remember riding ii a jeep many of lime and thinking 'Wtt, 001 I ii a jeep and not a helicopter?• We used the Chinooks to lift fuel il1d 
ammo whenever we could bit when they weren't available we'd drive. Rarely would we spend the nigtt al these places. We'd drive back every evening. In Jl.t/, I guess 
someone had decided that I'd paid my dues because I returned to A Trp's Gun plaoon. I flew with them lid I OEROSed ii Sep. 

April - For most of ttis month B Trp worked the Oak Seang area and south to Oak To along Rocket Ridge. lrtense AW was received on neart,, every rrission. They were very 
successfu ii localilg the 122nm rocket poslions along Rocket Ridge that had been firing on Oak To and Tan Canh. Theil' Guns and tac air were used to destroy several lan:h 
J>OSEOl1S and storage areas. A large runber of bunker complexes, mortar poslions, and MG poslions were reported. On the 6th, A Trp stopped wormg wih TF Dagger il1d 
worl<ed the Oak Seang and Ben Het areas for the rest of the rnorth. From the 6th to the 10th, C Trp replaced A Trp as part of TF Dagger and worl<ed arOUJd Plei Mrong bit ony 
made igtt contact. With all the ACTs working basically north and west of Pleiku and makilg cortact with squad and platoon sized Iris on amost a daily basis, D Trp was alerted 
to maintain a stanclJy airrnobile reaction force for most of the month. Everyone still remembered the B Trp's battle in November near Bu Prang m the general lack of ARVN 
support On the 7th, A Trp fourJd a heavily used trail and mi 1100 engaged a large enemy force soiahwest of Oak Seang. ThK Guns received nense fie and thei' ScoLts 
were repealedy driven from the area by AW fte. It took several attempts and working against lots of AA fire before the lilt could get the BkJes ilserted. The NVA avoided cortact 
wih the Bkles who found ten dead NVA and captaed several rifles and mortar rounds. On the 11th, an A Trp LOH was shot down and the crew Qlicktf extracted. Before they 
could explore the stuation further, they received a change of rnssion to cover a CIOG force of 11 Omen tryilg to break cortact wih a superior NVA force. Theil' Litt slips were 
able to complete the extraction success~. From the 11th to the last week of the morth, C Trp rettmed to support the 173rd Abn ii Is efforts against the 3rd NVA Div. On the 
11th, SP4 Alonzo Garrett was kiHed wtile ftfing ii a C Trp LOH piloted by WO Chick H~on ii the Soui Cow ValJe,j . VHPA Member Beny Speare may be able to provide some 
delals mi this incidert. On the 12th, near Hil 763 the A Trp lead LOH flown by CPT Gus Robinson, was shot down and the wilg took runerous hits. BecaJSe of the terrail, 
heavy tqmg, and other forces ii the area; A Trp could not complete the search for the downed crew. It wasn't lnil the 14th and then only alter marff of the Litt slips were ht 
thal 14 Bkles were ilserted. They fot.nd Gus's body ii the wreckage bit the observer SP4 Robert E. Tabb was not fot.nd. They also came upon an NVA AA team ii a bunker il1d 
~ kled them. Tabb was Msted as MIA m was, ildeed, captaed. He was kept by the NVA and released ii March, 1973. 

VHPA Member Gary Downs recals: Gus and I were West Pon Classmates il1d had been through a lot together. The everts surroun<ing his death are some of the strongest 
memories I have of Vietnam. Two NVA ~ had had the SF camp al Oak Seang under siege for some line. During thal period NOTHING was get1i1g ii and otJ of the~ 
wltru getting shot down. I remember when things quieted down thal there was a med evac, another Huey and two wrecked Clri>ou on the runwa>f. We worl<ed the flanks 
of the battle most of the time. We are alwa'fs ptili1g ii airstrikes or shooting lots of Arty and doing BDAs for Arcligtts. I wasn't ftfilg the day Gus was shot down bit I was 
the next two days. It took us thal long to get OIi' Bkles no the area They had to blow an U with a 5,000 Daisy CIJter near the top of Hil 763 for us to get the BkJes it 
They fOUJd an NVA AA crew ii a bunker m killed them before they could get the gun operational again. We displayed l olJSide OIi' place al Holowa'f for some line alter 
thal. They found that Gus' LOH had roled down the hill and thal he was still strapped ilside. He had two bullets ii the head, sol was no wonder thal I crashed. The BkJes 
also fOUJd Tabb's shirt ii a tree, so we figu'ed he had been captured. l'I never forget that valley north of Oak To. It was very beaiiifu, bit you never had art/ trOU>le drawing 
frethere! 

On the 15th, A Trp was still working the area looking for Tcmb when another LOH was shot down, killing the observer (nane unknown a ttis line) and ba<ly woun<ing the pilot. 
The bravery of thei' Blues was totally unquestioned as they rappelled no a hot U to cit a hasty area for extraction. Even thotqi the lnfcnry's ITission was not recomaissance, 
they found six NVA bodies, runerous packs and 12 weapons. After destroying all the enemy equipment and oblairing the body of the observer, al the men on the grOUJd were 
extracted. Ad<ilional ordinance was expended ii the area and secondary explosions were recorded. During the last week of the rnorth, C Trp joiled TF lvslil which was a 4th 
Div effort against enemy base camps south of the Mang Yang Pass. A large number of bunkers and structures were spotted by·c Trp thal had recert usage and marff were 
destroyed. C Trp also worked with Cf75 Rangers. On the 30th, A and B Trps were ii direct support of the 24th STZ and C Trp was opconed to TF lvslj, so only O Trp remained 
IJ1der 5(JJadron cortrol. 

May - Slarti1g on the 5th nl ending on the 25th of Jooe, various Squadron elemerts supported the 4th Div and the 22nd and 23rd ARVN ii thei" Carooocicll ilclnion. C Trp, 
from the 51h to the 25th, B T rp, from the 5th to the 16th, and A T rp, on the 6th and 7th, worl<ed ii Ratankiri Province to the west of Plei Djereng for mt the 41h Div and 1han the 
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suucnn comp1eXeS wm 11gtt enemy coitacts save for the 110llld to .w fire which was nense ·cuilg many days. On the 6th, i> Trp nioved two plaoons via roads to assist the 
4th Div by seamg the Plei Ojereng airfield. This operc0111 lasted I.nil the 16th. On the 7th, C Trp fOllld several sets of tracks made by NVA lcrlks m ildiciDlllS 1M the veticles 
had moved to the swh. On the 8th, A Trp begM Sl4>l)Orl of the 22nd ARVN operalilg in Base Area 702 to the west of Due Co. Several structI.-es m two tons of rice were 
destrll'/ed 1ililg those ltTee days m fOIJ' NVA were kiled. Toa s..ne day the lead A Trp LOH was shot down m the observer kled. On the 9th, C Trp lac.fed two M-8 scoti 
cars ma~ truck; al were destrll'/ed by M • sbi<e. From the 12th to the 17th, A Trp Sl4>l)Orled the 4th Div Md fOllld M airfield wti1 a POL storage a-ea On the 17th 111d 
18th, B Trp took a break from the CilTlbodian operiDlllS m worked a-otJ1d Pleiku wlh no si!Jljficn findings. On the 19th, A Trp m one plaoon from D Trp moved to BM Me 
llld, becane oper.monal on the 20th to ~ the 23rd ARVN in Mondol Kiri Provi'lce to the west of BM Me Thuot The most sqiificn aclivly was the destruction of several 
(cf least seven) enemy 2 1/2 ton trucks pkJs the locmis m destruction of cf least ltTee, tlJge enemy base ccmps complete wlh penMJert buikings m very 1..-ge btrier 
c001)lexes m cll1fflO caches. From the 19th to the 26th, B Trp supported the 22nd ARVN in Opercdion Binh Tay II as it conducted a sea-ch of Base Area 702. L..-ge btrier 
c0111)1exes were loccfed m destrll'/ed by • sbi<es. On several occasions bombs were delivered within 15 mirutes of request. This was the resul of the personal nerest 111d 
rapport of USAF LTC Hylcrld, the Senior FAC ~ the 22nd ARVN, with B Trp. From the 27th to the end of the month, B Trp worked northeast of Pletku m kiled one INA 
111d detained amher. From the 29th to the 31st, C Trp supported the 22nd ARVN in the Ben Het m Dak To ;r-ea and reported receivi'lg 37nm AA fire for the first tine. 1hei 
GlllS m M • sbi<e were ~ed on the position resuling in several secondary explosions. 

June - Dtmg the last p..-t of May m al of June, D Trp provided a ready reaction force for the ACTs m provided convoy escorts from Ccmp Holoway to Due Co, the Oasis, 
m FSB Blackhawk. From the 1st to the 3rd, C Trp worked for the 1st Bde south of FSB Blackhawk m killed one NVA. On the 5th, A Trp moved back to Ccmp Holoway 111d l.fd 
the 23rd was in li'ect Sl4>l)Orl of MR II while worl<ilg the Dak To, Ben Het, and sruh area From the 5th to the end of the rnorth, C Trp Sl4>l)Orled the 173rd Abo nea- U Engish 
save for the 24th to the 281h when they worked for the 4th Div north of An Khe. Activlies throughot.t the a-ea were characterized by moderate enemy cortact. GrWld to •fie · 
was spora«icat/ nense. Nllllerous caves m bunkers were destroyed by combined arms firepower. C Trp was credited with 24 NVA kiled cuilg this period. From the 6th to 
the 23rd, B Trp Sl4>l)Orled the 1st Bde, 4th Div in OpercOlll Wayne H11dle to the sruh of FSB Blackhawk. Ugtt enemy cortact typified the opercOlll blt runerous new btrier 
m structLre c00'4)leXes were f0ll1d m destroyed by the ScotJs lWld Goos. On the 10th, A Trp lid a 'day trip' back to Dl¥1 Me nm m fWld a 1..-ge enemy ~ under 
construction. After the Goos preped the a-ea, the Blues were ilserled and fOIJ'ld a siziK>le QUcl1liy of food and NVA clothes and medical 51W1ies. Tiis was destrll'/ed. The Scow 
then had the ARP sweep a second c001)lex blt this one was extensively booby trapped. The ARP and the Goos destroyed both c001)!exes. Nea- Dak To on the 17th, A Trp's 
ScotJs observed five men wlh weapons nming towa-d a btllker complex. The Goos kled ltTee m a liUle later, cuilg a nming battle, the ScotJs Idled tine more. On the 
19th, SFC Robert H. P1k was kiled by flyi'lg as a back self from WO Dick Bradley m SP4 Ron Streckland. The LOH took several his, crashed m tuned. Both Bra<ley 111d 
Strecklcf'ld were evaced to the Stcfes because of bl.ms they received in this wreck. VHPA member Berry Speare can provides some detais abw lhis incidert. On the 21st, A 
Trp worked wlh a !10l4> of Pathfinders northwest of Dak To on the remains of five downed aircraft (one USAF Jolly Green Giart and fOIJ' UH-1Cs). Even though the a-ea was 
infested by NVA. they avoided cortact with A Trp during the day long effort to extract bodies and equipment. On the 24th, A Trp screened for the 22nd ARVN m B Trp for the 
2/8 Mech Inf in Operation Bm Tay rv whose objective was to evacuate approximately 12,000 Cambodian military persomel m their dependerts, wlh al thew equipmert cl1d 
personal belonging, from the towns of Ba Kev and LabMg Siek. For the rest of the month, A Trp Sl4>l)Orled MR II working AOs arOllld Pleiku m north of Kol1Lm wlh few si!Jificat 
activities and li!jt enemy cortact. 

Mq 7/17ers ~ remember working on various Civil Affairs Projects during their tOtX. Al battalion sized units were assigned one or more local villages. Dtmg this period, the 
Squuon had a runber of Mortagna-d vilages with nanes like Plei Poo Ngo, La Son, Md Tu Tam. D Trp seemed to work frequerttf wlh the orphanage cf Tu Tam. The OR-LL 
reports 1M the NVA left a llWlll for the SqtMon's S-5 team; blt the villagers fOllld it m showed it to the team who had it destroyed. 

July-Dtmgthismooth, A Trp ~orted MR II and Co B, 5th SF while B Trp supported the 4th Oivtothe north of An Khe and CTrp cortiruedto support the 173rdAbn. Operations 
were ~ restricted limg the first half of the morth by the monsoon weather. On the 2nd, A Trp's Scow observed armed people in new hootches we..-i'lg lnfonns. 
Thei' GlllS and Sews kled five. On the 5th, while conducting a sea-ch and destroy operation to the west of Pleiku, D T rp sustained one KIA //naroo/ / and 2 WIA from a coovnaid 
detoncfed mine. On the 8th, Beny Spea-e was flying a C Trp LOH with W01 Michael Dickus as his observer and SGT Lassiter as the back seater. Beny was givi'lg Dickus tis 
oriertation as a Scot.tin an AO nea- U English. The LOH took nense grOIJ'ld fire, crashed and tuned. Berry and SGT Lassiter were not hlXI bit Dickus was ba<ly b!Xned. He 
was evaced to Jap..-1 and died on the 18th as a resul of these burns. On the 15th, sruhwest of Pleiku, A Trp found a very large supply of food, equipment, and clotlW1g in some 
structLres by a btllker system. The Blues were inserted to gather equipment and documents for destruction and extraction. On the 20th, B T rp W01 Edgar F. Crouse, Jr., cl1d 
W01 Mark J. Webb were kled. On the 21st, while working northeast of Pleiku, A Trp made contact with elements of an NVA sapper battalion. For three days, A Trp ~ed 
ttw GlllS, c¥liery, m ai'strikes on this unit. The battle started when both LOHs in a Scott team were shot down and burned. The official histories are somewhcf at odds on 
this poirt. The Sqoo OR-LL said a Huey wert down while the lri history says two LOHs. Arrfway, 1 LT Lanny J. Wallace, CW2 Marvin L Wagner, W01 Phillip G. Wrlgl1, cl1d 
SP4 Waller J. Kacsock died thcf day. VHPA Member Gery Downs remembers: 

1la day we were staging oti of Holoway because our AO was the la Krom and southern Dak Bia valleys. I remember one LOH had been shot up pretty good, so we S8ft 
them back to canp and called for the other team. Tiis area was hot because the NV A had been moving units around Kortum, through these valeys and on toward the Mc11g 
Yang Pass. I also remermer beilg like a traffic cop cuilg those days; constantly coordincfi'lg .wstrikes, gmships, arty, etc., etc. There were lots of ta-gets. We even used 
the 361 st GlllS m thcf was sort of ra-e. Arrfway, one of the Guns or ~be it was Opns back at Holloway mentioned thcf the first team hadn't checked in yet. We got to 
looki1g a-Ot.lld and saw a coum of smoke between us and Holloway. We luried over there and fOllld the two burnings luls of the LOHs. It was really sad. The ortf 
thing we coud fig!Xe is thcf one had flown up to get a close look at the other and they had had a mid-air. We l)l4 the Blues in qlickly and sectl'ed ttK bodies. 

On the 24th, B Trp clscovered a 1..-ge enemy force northwest of An Khe m used their Scouts, Goos, artillery and air strikes to kill 39. On the 30th, A Trp made cortact with .i 
enemy IJlit north of the Plei Me SF Camp and during a six hour massive firepower demonstration kiUed 44 NVA. It started when the Scouts discovered a large enemy concertrm. 
After an .wsbi<e, the Lift inserted an ARVN company hough a maze of small arms fire. When the Lift returned with their Blues, they fOllld the ARVN stil huddled in the Ll. The 
BkJes got the 110llld force movi'lg and killed six NVA on the way to a downed aircraft The Goos then spotted 1 O NVA moving oti a-ea They killed six. Then while the ScOIJJ 
screened, the ARP moved over to the site and captured fOIJ' more wlh their weapons. 

August - For the first h~ of the morth, B Trp Sl,Worled the 4th Div southwest of An Khe bt.t reported nothing of significance. For the first half of the month, C Trp SlW()lted the 
173rd Abo sotjh of U English and observed runerous caves, bookers Md structures. Dlmg this month, D Trp provided convoy escort to the Oasis, Blackhawk, Kormn, cl1d 
EJWi pkJs provided a ready reaction force for the Sqdn elemerts at Camp HoUoway. On the 8th, A Trp's Scouts found a 1..-ge enemy force northeast of Pleiku. The Sq<il OR-LL 
provides sen detais of lhis engagemert and records a famiiar scenario: Scouts find, Goos shoot, airstrike, ARP insertion, court the dead, g.ther the equiprnert and doct.mefU 
for destruction and extraction, capttXe a few, etc. Score for the day: the aircraft killed 20, the Blues took six prisoners plus 3,000 l>s of NVA equiprnert includiJg 122nm rocku 
111d la.llchers wlhot.t sufferi'lg q losses. F(lftoo.fely, VHPA Member Tom Galyean was part of this battle and provides the followi'lg: 

I was the Lift plaoon leader in A Trp. As I read a draft version of this history suddenl'f a flood of memories came back to me. A Trp saw considerable action dlXing !host 
days, some of it planned m orchestrated irl true Cav style; some of l completely by accidert. I beieve I can provide some irteresting details about the engagemert on 8 
August It was nea- the end of the day. We were returning to Holloway from Kontum where we had staged that day. The whole Trp was erl'oute when a Cobra developed 
a mectmical problem that required an inmediate landing; something like a tail rotor chip detector light, I think. They selected a faily good sized, open area The Sc01JJ 
gave it a quick look m declared it clea-, so the Cobra landed. My Lift ships, with the Blues onboard, were only a minute or so behind the Guns, so we inserted arOllld the 
Cobra to provide sect..dy lrtil the mairtenance folks could either fix it or hook it out. We had both pair of Scouts and three Goos in the • · Natl.rally, wlh both the Blues 
and a ship on the !1Wld. no one was going home. The Scow began looking around, widening their search area and soon reported some fresh digging. My merooiy is a 
~ fuzzy on _the next poirt. I think an NVA soldier jumped from cover and the Bk.Jes killed him; but maybe someone fired cf a LOH. Arr/Way, in short order, a faily ia-oe 
saed NVA Lllit was forced from cover. I remember the Scouts m the Gwis worked the area weU. The Gwis were armed with flechettes; not good news for bad guys 11 
the open. OIX Blues had a "Kl Ca-son" scoti who had been an NVA 1 LT. This rJ1/ grabs a bullhorn and tells the NVA they are SI.ITOlllded m should SI.ITender. As 5000 
as they give up, we st..-t treatilg ther wOlllded. We hauled several to hospitals in Pleiku that had wounds from the nails. There were lots of dead too. OtX 'Kl Ccl'son' 
spert some tine talking with one of ttw officers; a platoon leader, I think. He learned that this was, indeed, one IJllucky NV A battalion. They had moved down the Ho er-. 
Minh Trail and were IJyi'lg to move to ttw assigned area some where southeast of Pleiku without being noticed. While they were crossing into Vietnam, they happened to 
be nea- the certer of M 'Arc Liglt' 1M wiped out a considerable portion of the battalion. After recovering from thcl, they moved through the mountains east of Kormn. 
One of tlw bivouac sites was hit by a series of H&I barrages thcf further reduced !her ranks. This uni was composed moslly of yooog rJIIS, new to the militcry. H.wilQ 
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been hit twice pretty hard without even being involved in a battle had really stressed these guys. This may explain why the first guy junped a the begiming ofttis engagemert. 
. Afr/way, JheY had recovered from ttis second loss and were moving carefully when they accidentally came into contact wilh A Trp. The third tine was "the chcmf. It was 

OtJ' mderstanding that after the final casualties inflicted by our Cobras and ScOtts and those prisoners taken by the Blues, that ttis new NVA battalion ceased to exist before 
i ever engaged arrt of our friendly forces. AH t:-iis because of their incredibly bad kick of being in the wrong place at the wrong tine on three successNe occasions!! 

Duing the second half of the month, B Trp supported MR II in the Pleiku and Konturn areas but reported nothing of significance. On the 14th, C Trp's ScOtts foUowed a wel used 
trail to a large bunker complex; one having a radio antenna. Guns and air strikes were employed and several secondary explosions were observed. Dlfi1g a BOA, C Trp's BkJes 
liscovered fw NVA KBA and captured one RR and two RPGs. On the 15th, 0 Trp was tasked to provide a 15 man force to Lane to augmert the sectrty. On the 16th, plot 
Flemikan in an A T rp LOH experienced a loss of tail rotor and quill. The pilot autorotated and severed the tailboorn on touchdown. Unable the stu down the vio1ert>f vi>riDl!l 
aircraft, the crew exiled safely. The tail rotor gear box was sent in for analysis bu the tail rotor blades were not recovered even after O Trp spert three days searching for them. 
From the 17th through the 27th, C Trp supported the 4th Div southeast of An Khe with no significant findings. On the 22th, pilot Farrel in an ATrp LOH experienced a loss of rotor 
RPM while in slow fliglt in the AO. The pilot ti.med into the wind and landed hard in a sloped clearing. The observer was injured when he imlelialely med and ran no the main 
rotor blades. The cause of the loss of power was unknown, pending fuel control teardown analysis. On the 25th, A Trp inserted the Infamy on a storage complex and recovered 
some US equipment while capturing some NVA rucksacks and weapons. The lone NVA security guard died at his post. They inserted their Blues in another Nea and fOtlld 
runerous military and religious documerts. Oumg the extraction, a Huey piloted by Cuglton crashed and turned over in the PZ. The PZ was on sloping groood wilh two f011 
deep filTows. One skid hung up, the co-pilot over controlled the aircraft, and the pilot was ooable to save the aircraft. Even though the aircraft tuned ~side down, no one was 
seriously rp-ed. On the 31st, pUot CNaker in an A Trp Huey experienced an engine faikJ'e and landed on sloping terrain. The ai.rcraft tel on ks 191 side caJSilg structJJal 
cmiage. None of the crew was iped. 

September - We will start this period by quoting iberally from a debrief conducted by Arrey historical personnel of Rudy De France who was the Sqdn Croo- IJ1i the 7th. llis 
debriefing took the form of 20 questions (stnomded by '0' in the paragraph to folow) and Rudy's answers. 

(The interviewer asked for backgroood information.) I graduated from fixed wing flight school in 1957 and served several years in both air and i,Wld assvmerts wilh 
the 14th Armored Cavin Germany. I was really glad to corrmand the 7117th on my second twin Vietnam. During most the six l1lOl1hs I conmanded the Sqci1, A Trp 
supported the 4th Div, B Trp supported the ARVNs primary in the Pleiru and Korrun area. and C Trp supported the 173rd Abo. Or.,- twice IUilg thal period did I have the 
erue Sqm all together. On 21 JI)\', we were able to reorgarize under a new TO&E that had a LT as the infamy rifle platoon leader in each ARP. It also nei,ated the former 
direct support rnairdenance and avionics detachments into each ACT. (The nerviewer had heard cornrnents from other unils thal their MA.ls and CPTs had less experience 
than in "the old days" and that the warrant and corrvnissioned officers corning w of fligtt school were not adequately trained for Vlelncm <Uy.) I certaintf did not fild elher 
of these cases in the 7/17th. The serior officers were all on their second tours, were experienced aviators and did an wstanding job. Because we i!iNif/S operated as a 
teNn and because the morale and espn was so high, the new pilots quickly learned from the experienced ones and built on what they had le.med in fi!tt school. We had 
a rumer of experienced people e)(lend their toll' which he~ us wih needed skis. There may have been isolated Neas where a good manermce NCO's OEROS came 
and there was no one to replace hin; bu overal we were staffed at adequate levels with appropriately skilled people. (He was asked how he infkJenced troop operations.) 
I tried very hard no1 to intercede or to take over and run the troop for the Trp Crndr, while they were in an AO. I would say thal my infkJence in troop operations was on the 
nature of advice, prior to an operation. On occasion, after an operation, I would have a commander come to my office where we could criique the actions; patic:ta1y if we 
lost some aircraft or something went wrong. The Trp Crndrs were knowledgeable and proficient in their operations. (He was asked do the groood commanders ooderstand 
and properly imlize your unit.) I can say that withw rnany exceptions, the groood convnanders did not Wlderstand and did not know how to properly use M Cav. M Cav 
is still a new operation and i took cortirual education, coordination and oriel1ation of grolJld commanders to teach them how to get the best r~. The key was to get 
them to see thal M Cav t)3S a mssion to perform and thal ii is nol just an aviation asset for them to use. They had to realize thal if 51 ACT is ID used as a tean, l is ID 
effective. (Concerring the accidel1 rate.) Unfortooately all ACSs have an above average accidel1 rate and w 's was hi!tl. I think there are several reasons for ttis. Fist 
and foremost is the very mission of M Cav, Particularti wih the LOHs, because the pilot has to neglect the helicopter in order to perform his mission. llis is somettJilg you 
have to see to mderstand; something rnany a serior aviation commander didn't do fi'st hand. This is especially true in MR II becaJSe of the terrairl. Going ~ and down 
those mou,tains caused rnany acciderts. We were crticized for being too mission oriented and for not being safety oriented. We had excelel1 safety and training pr011ams 
thal I believe were equal to and in many instances surpassed other aviation units. I am happy to say that during the rairrf season we didn't have Nf/ acciderts as a resi.t 
of weather. Otiing the dry season, liJst did presel1 a problem during landings, takeoffs, and hoverilg. We had a Cobra go IFR while hovemg no a revetmert and crash. 
The reason for this was a lack of instnmert proficiency time in ttis Nea. There were three requests for panel tine pit in where the specific action ocaned. If there had 
been a COITVTlcm emphasis from a higher headquarters for instnmert tine, the accidert would never have happened. The density alllude ~ al Dalal was very often above 
7,000 feet yet w units operated there wihcu NtJ acciderts. This is a resut of coomand emphasis by the commanders and a cortirual evaluation of the environmect. 
Because of the organization of the ACTs and the Sqdn and because of the rnairdenance and supply support we have and received, we had enoujjl aircraft a al tines to 
perform w mission. I would venlll'e to say that in each ACT there were only three or fw aviators who reached the Bde linw of 140 flying holn per rnorih. We USlJaly 
had sufficiel1 men to fly in thal man's place and the FUgtt Surgeons watched for aviator fatigue. (He was asked to describe his favorle ace~) When I look back 
at my tw I especially appreciate the Sq<il's efforts dumg the mol1h of Apri in the Oak Seang, Oak To area. The reason for ttis was because l was the heaviest area of 
enemy cortact and we were~ the ARVNs wih D Trp and two ACTs. We developed the situation to the e)(lel1 that the ARVNs crud no longer react to ii because 
they were completely committed. It was also w period of heaviest cortact and especially the ACTs responded in a maxiTUn effort for the ertire mol1h. I look back wlh 
pride at the job everyone in the Sqdn did and not just the air crews but the maintenance persomel as wel. The manermce people had to perform at abru 125 percert 
extra effort, worl<ing al nigtt long, mess hals being open urtil 1 a.m. and everyone just really pitched in to help w. (He was asked to assess the effectiveness of the 
Vlelncmlation pr011am.) I would have to say thal in w AO, often the ACTs woud develop a situation and call on the ARVNs for the reactiona,y force. They are SIi a Ille 
hesiart to react to a situation we develop and at periods of time when we had an aircraft shot down and OU' men inserted and in cortact, ii woud be a day and a half before 
we crud get the reaction force. This is not a satisfactory situation to be in. We did train some ARVN infamy men and they responded very wel to wha we developed. 

Ill.mg ttis erue mot1h, C Trp supported the 173rd Abo arOtlld L1 English. On the 7th, while observing a large cave complex a C Trp LOlf received heavy smal arms fi'e and 
crashed. The crew was extracted by the C&C. After ttis extraction, C Trp was diverted to~ a friendly unit in heavy cortact. They provided close air st.wort arxl used artiery 
il1d airstrikes lRil darkness. On the way home, they received nense 51 cal fi'e and observed an air bll'st. Mstrikes were caBed in bit <Wkness preverted 3l'fi folow~. On 
the 9th, pilot Hainer in a B Trp Huey experienced a hard landing due to low rotor RPM during a check ride. The p~ot irlilially saw thal he was going to land short of the l'll'IWay on 
an uorotation. The IP took cortrol and attempted a power recovery, bti the throttle was binding. The IP stretched the glide losing RPM, wtich resi.ted In a hard lcnilg. The 
ltl'ollle linkage was foood to be excessively dirty and the throttle bearing was se11 in for analysis. From the 10th for the rest of the morth, A Trp st.worted the 4th Ow. On the 
1 !Xh, a LOH was shot down and the crew evacuated wih minor irpies. On the 13th, A Trp's ScOtts folJld NVA soldiers in a booker cOfl1)lex swh of An Khe bit dcti'l craw q 
lire. The Gll'lS expended and on the Wif/ back one piloted by Clausen experienced an engine faiue. Having no suitable force landing area, the pik1 crashed no the trees. The 
crew was extracted and the ScOtts observed ari NVA squad moving toward the downed Cobra They kiDed six before bad weaher chased A Trp from the na. Due to enem,' 
presence, the aircraft was not recovered and the cause of the engine faiure could not be detemined. On the 15th, A Trp had a LOH shot down and extracted the crew. On the 
15th, the Squaaon assLmed operalional cortrol of D/2/1 Cav stationed at Phan Tiiel and supporting the 23rd ARVN. On the 15th, B Trp started training ARPs from the 22nd 
ARVN in the Oak To and Korrun area. On the 18th, pilot Thorpe In a C T rp AH-1 G had a tail rotor strike a conex cortainer. The pilot picked the aircraft ~ to a hover, timed 
approximately 90 degrees in the L-shaped revetmert and the tail rotor struck a conex cortainer the Post Engineers had placed neN the revetmert whie wlllkilg on the ai1ield 
m-ainage. The resi.t was a hard landing and damage to the taU rotor drtve trail; bit no irpies. On the 19th, pilot Hebert in a B Trp LOH experienced 51 engine fain on take off 
il1d the aircraft landed hard. The pilot received back irpies when the collapsible seat failed to collapse due to a tech rnaooal ll'lder the seat. The co- Jib was struck in the head 
by the ILmirlg rotor blades after exilir1g the heicopter. The cause of the engine failure would be determined by teNdown imlysis. On the 24th, A Trp was worl!ilg 51 AO near FB 
Crystal when they were alerted to ~ break 51 alack on FB Digger. A few mimes after A Trp arrived over Digger, the enemy ended the baale. A Trp's Lift and the Medevac 
ships spe11 rooch of the rest of the day removing the womded and restoring the FB to normal. On the 24th, B Trp was sert to Poo Hiep to stq>ort the 22nd ARVN in an ll'ea 
northwest of Tuy Hoa. Enemy activly was heavy and they killed two NVA when they foood a large training sie complete with bleachers and 1191 hootches. From the 261h IRi 
2 Oct, B Trp ~ed the 3rd ARVN Cav and the 47th ARVN Inf in the Pleiku area These operations resuls in three enemy KBA arxl sigmgs of stepped~ enemy acMy. On 
the 27th, A Trp's Scow observed one individual. The Gll'lS expended and the BkJes were inserted. They foood two killed and approxinaely 14 struclll'es destroyed. On the 
3001, A Trp observed eqt enemy sokiers laking evasive action and killed them. 
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October - On the 1st, D/2/1 Cav was redesigoated K Trp, 17th At Cav and for the ftst half of the month continued to work w of f>tm Tliel Dtmg this erue mmh, C Trp agari 
SIW(lrted the 173rd Abn around LZ English: From the 3rd through the 9th, B Trpworked the Kontum Tan Can area bti weather restricted their operations. On the 4th, c Trp had 
a LOH stlOI down by 51 cal whie observing a large booker complex. During the crew extraction, the GlllS observed seven NVA fleeing the area and killed them On the 1001, e 
Trp worked 011 of Pt.J Hiep again for the day. Enemy activity in the area was heavy as evidenced by the heavily traveled trails and farming in the remote areas. 22 enemy slructlXes 
were destroyed by B Trp etemeru and the ARVN ARP was inserted to secure a downed LOH. This platoon worked very weU and the only difficulty encountered was Iha they had 
some lifficuly re-ertering the Lift ships during the extraction. llis problem was alleviated by adding straps to the Hueys as hand holds to expedite re-enl!y. On the 1001, A Trp 
worked west of Tuy Hoa and found a large booker complex. The GlllS and Scouts worked the area all day, destroyed the complex and killed one NVA. On the 11th, K Trp's LOHa ~!­

received fie and their GlllS expended resulting in three KBA. On the 13th, while supporting the 1/50 Mech, K Trp received fire di.ring an LZ prep. From the 151h throtq1 the 251h, ';]; 
B Trp kiled ten NVA while supporting the 47th ARVN Inf south and sol1hwest of FSB Oasis in search of elements of the 95B NVA Reg. On the 15th, a B Trp Cobra was shci down -­
and they used A Trp's Blues inilialtt to sec...-e the aircraft. D Trp sent four gun jeeps to relieve the ARPs and they guarded the aircraft until I was lifted Ot1 the next rnornilg. On 
the 151h, an A Trp LOH received heavy AW fte. At strikes were employed resulting in a secondary explosion rising 2000 feet above the ground. The Blues were inserted bt.C 
cowl fild only 513tered documents in the area. Later in the month, A T rp inserted its Blues to recover the bodies from a 4th Div aircraft lhcf had been shot down on the 2<Xh. • 
From the 17th !I'd the end of the month, K Trp worked north of Dalal. On the 22nd, A Trp's Scouts observed an enemy squad. The Blues were inserted, made cortact and 
exchanged fte. Due to bad weather, the Blues were extract after they had swept the area and destroyed some equipment and rice. On the 30lh K Trp stood down for redeployrneft. _ • 

November - On the 2nd, A Trp's C&C received fte while they were working on AO southeast of Pleiku. After the Guns and Scouts worked the area, the Blues were inserted bt.C 
no flXlher enemy cortact was made. On the 3rd, A Trp's Scouts found a bunkered storage complex west of Camp Erm. The Scotis took fie and the GlllS tied'-" the area. 
One NVA was Idled then an arstrike was used. There were secondary explosions and during the BDA, ten more bodies were cruted. On the 5th, A Trp's C&C received tre from 
a large enemy c~. Thei' Guns destroyed 14 hoolches in one compound and 12 more in another plus some clothes and rice. Soon after this, A T rp moved to Ptlarl 1mg 
to begin operDlllS n the Dala, Song Mao, f>tm Rang area. December - On the 4th, A Trp found numerous bunkers and secure figlting positions near Song Mao. The GIJll 
wed '-" the area and kiled two. On the 8th, A Trp worked an area just south of Song Mao when a Sew ship crashed irio 150 foot trees. W01 John Bryant was pnned imer 
the aircraft and lied. The copilot, though iped, was seen w walking around. One man was inserted to help the downed crew. They estimaled the LOH was doing ablU 90 
knots when I crashed. A smal ARVN force was inserted to check the area. They reported the LOH had been hit by small arms fire and was a total loss. The bo<tj, radios, w~ 
etc. were exlracted dlXing a heavy rain storm. Still near Song Mao on the 11th, A Trp's Scotis receive smau arms fire and uncovered several fox holes, trails, figting posilona 
and clothing. The C&C received we as wel and the Guns shot up the area. From all existing evidence a platoon size VC had been used this area btJ no confirmed enemy bo<lea 
were found. On the 19th, dlXing a VA, an A Trp LOH took a direct ht from a B40 rocket. The subsequent explosion killed WO Avon N. Mallette and his observer. Al~ 
was semed by an ARVN ground unL The enemy was engaged on the ground and by the Guns. The bodies were extracted by the C&C and by the end of the day the ARVN Id 
was also exlracted under ex!rernel'i hazardous condlions. 

Year End Summary -1970 coud be sunvned up in one word, Vietnamization. The ACTs were increasingly involved in helping the ARVN learn abOl4 Air Cavalry and in~ • 
ARVN operDlllS. The bcdtles around Dak To, Ben Het, and Dak Seang plus the Cambooan opercEOOS were clear examples of Vleblarnizifion. 

1971 

The prmry S01Xce materials for this year are: For HHT, a Yearbook tilled 71-72 An Son which includes abotJten significant pages. For A Trp, a 15 page AUHS prepared by 1LT­
Dan P. Siona. For B, C, and D Trps, nothing. For the Sqdn, a 16 page Combat Operation After Action Report for the period 20-24 Apr and 3-14 May for the air assaul portion of 
Operm1 MANG HO. 

January. DIXTig ttis mmh, A Trp 5'-"Ported the 45th Regt 23rd ARVN at Ban Me Thuot. There were no significanl sighting or reports in the early part of the year. On the 2511\ 
CPT AHred Hie was forced to make a precawonary landing 14 miles southwest of Ban Me Thuot while on a VR. Late in the month, the Sqdn HQ was split from Is line troops, 
The troops were assigned to v.mus ~aions wlhin the 17th CAG while HQ and HHT moved from Camp HoUoway to Qui Nhon cly air field. VHPA Member Ernie Smart proodll • 
a cmcal iflsi!t' to these events: • 

Those were challenging times for everyone in the 7/17 Cav. Let me sort of paint a picture of what was going through my mind and COL Joe Starker's, the CO of the 17 CAO, 
Fi"st, since the Sqdn had been in Vietnam I had alwtffS enjoyed a close working relationship with the 4th Div. They ilcluded us in most of their operations, generat,, used 
At Cavalry in an appropriate mamer, and provided us with Infantry and Artillery support when we needed I. We certainly provided them with •eyes• plus a very ~ 
ready reaction force. They, in nm, •saved our collective asses• several times when we 'bit off much more than we could chew". When the 4th Div stood down in ea'tf o.a_ 
'OIX big friend' was gone and with I the old status quo. Second, since the 7 /17th and the 4th had been good for each other; I seemed nat...-al to beieve Iha pulilg lhe 
7 /17th and with another large unit woud be a very good idea. The Koreans had the last major ADied combat units in II Corps. They still required, and received, considerablt 
air ~ We knew I would take considerable 'training' and 'patience• on both parts for the 7 /17th and the ROKs to fl together wel, btJ that is what we set 011 Ill do. 
Thid, many selior American commanders in II Corps and the 1st Avn Bde believed the ARVN would have a difficul time holding thei" own. We warted to pt.t down q; 
presence (and therefore vulnerability) in the 'wlying areas· such as Pleiku. We were determined to support the Vietnamization effort and we were stil under orders to• 
hard - just don't loose people'. FOl.l"th, the Sqdn was already •split up' and had reaitt become an ACS for all of II Corps. A Trp was a Phan Rang and seemed destined It 
sla'/ in SOlfhem II Corps. One ACT had to sla'/ at Pleiku and that proved to be B Trp. C Trp was already at An Son, so they were our northeastern II Corps •represertalv_. 
Poor D Trp couloo't be used as a grOllld Cavalry troop al"rf more; an infrequent convoy escort and emergency 'bird down' ready reaction force were the best rrissions 
coud hope for. They were basically al Holoway had for perimeter securiy and drew au sorts of crappy little details. Afr'/Wtff, initially Qui Nhon airfield looked good 
I had lots of room there adjacent to the 223rd CAB. There was already a space problem at An Son. So we moved to Qui Nhon cly. 

The 61 st AHC and Is sister AHC, the 129th, were attached to the 7 /7th during January as part of the move to Qui Nhon. Both AHCs had been based at Lane for some tine. VHP, 
Member Rod Dykhouse descriles these times as folows: 

I DEROSed in M,ff and recaU lhcf the 61st was attached to the 7117th in January. At fist I was primarily for admin p...-poses. The 61st was basically ll1Changed In 
operational sense except that we started supporting units other than the 173rd Abn. We had primarily supported them dlXing 1970. We started supporting Koreai 
ARVN unls, and doing a lot more work in the Central Highlands around Pleiku, the tri-border area, and even into Cambodia. We still operated prmarily with other 61 st a.er 
btJ not exckJsNety. Officially we were 'CAV' btJ on a U1I level, not much changed. I'm stJ"e you know what I mean when I~ that a person either loved the hats and 
or thotqt they were a bw:h of goo ho kiots. SUddenly the 61 st, who had never been 'CAV' before, was attached to an ACS and was •part of the 'CAV''! We dev 
a ~ing 'H you can't Ilea 'em, join 'em!' The 61st sent abOl4 50% of our assets north to support LAM SON 719. The senior ACs with less than 90 days, along 
~ number of peter pilots, stayed at Lane and covered all the missions lhcf the erue company had covered before. We flew our btJts off - pulli1g in 15-18 hour 
The 61 st's prmry AO was from Qui Nhon north to abotJ the I Corps line along the coastal plains and along QL 19 to An Khe, the area around Pleiku and the Tri-bord« 
dlmg eart,, 1971 . The two Lift platoons were stationed at and flew from Lane with an occasional RON at Pleiku. The Gun platoon was stationed at and flew from LZ 
abotJ 60 NM north. I remember one good story from this tine frame. I was flying C&C with a LTC and his RTO in the back. We were droppi19 phougas (eiglteen 
mms at a tine) from a Chinook on suspected VC locations. We'd let it soak into the holes, caves, hiding places, etc. for a couple mirues; then fly over I and have the 
gu,ner ligt I with tracers. We pti the fifth drop lhcf day irio some elephant grass and riglt on abotJ 12-15 hiding dinks. Wei, they'd already seen 01X previous drops 
knew exactt,, wha was coning next; so they ~d up and started ruming. I irvnediately dove on them and told the crewchief to liijt I RIGHT NOW, wt.ch he lid . . 
two got 011 of the we bal and one of them was just covered with blazing phougas. He only made I abotJ 25 feet before collapsing. The other guy was runng down 
trail so I stated hovering down the trail behind hin while we took turns with our 38s. The colonel grabs his RTO's 16 and holers for the RTO to hold on to his bet He 
one fad 011 on the skid, the other knee on the floor and starts shooting at the dink. He rlllS otJ of arrvno, so the RTO gives him another tip and he pw both feet 
the skid. He rlllS 011 again, gets another tip and moves flXther forward. llis guy is so excled to actuaitt see a clink ruin the open and have an M16 in his hands. 
after a few more clips he is actually standing on the skid cap outside my door shooting!! He t...-ns to me and ~s. through my window with a big gm on his face, 'isnl 
grea!!' Wei, we managed to shoot the ti and get the Colonel back inside the aircraft; then we wert back to base for U!Ch. 

February • On the 3rd, A Trp was attached to the 10th CAB located at Dong Ba Thin and shifted IS s'-"l)Ort to the 23rd ARVN's elements in the Song Mao ..-ea The 
assi!Jled to the ACT also changed. While they would still perform regular At Cav VR type missions, they were assigned more base camp nigtt securty and reaction force 
ITissions. The 11th was scheduled as a rnairtenance down day for A Trp; bti at noon Phan Rang Base Opns requested we support when two rocket lalllchers and one 1 
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rncket were reported by intelligence sources. Two Cobras were sent and destroyed the rocket site. On the 15th, A Trp was forced to work the flat lands northwest of Song Mao 
IHJcause of high winds. One LOH received fire and the Guns fired in the area with unknown results. On the 27th, A Trp 's Guns provided armed escort for an eXlr action dorm hy 
uic 247tn Med. Both the medevacs and the Guns took fire but no damage. The Guns expended under the control of the MACV advisors on lhc ground. 

The Sqdn staff was getting accustomed to their new role and VHPA Member Tom Galyean provides this insight: In late Feb or early Mar I workctl pr lrn;uIty lrI tho rrn:::.I1111 
control center of the Sqdn S-3 at Qui Nhon airfield. As a result of the fall out from the Mai Lai fiasco, there was a command policy to fully investt!J;dn tlm i:lri:Iu11::t,u11:11:. 
whenever there were civilian injuries alleged to have been caused by American forces. As I recall, a Cobra had accidentally fired a rocket near a lrtllc villauc un 11 11: tm.11:lt 
somewhere generally north of Qui Nhon and east of Bear Cal. I can no longer recall the exact reason for the accidental misfire. Unfortunately. the rocket lartdcd near wlu:I c 
a young boy, about four years old, was playing and he received a shrapnel laceration on one of his calves. I was assigned to help investigate this matter. To help me interview 
witnesses, I was assigned with the same 'Kit Carson• Scout that served with A Trp during the 8 Aug 1970 engagement. By this time A Trp's Blues no longer needed him in 
their primary mission and we had developed a good friendship. When I interviewed the child's mother about what had happened, she was surprised thal I was doing an 
imestigation. Through the interpreter, she told me in substance: that she knew that what had happened was an accident; that the pilot didn't mean to shoot the rocket; and 
that she hoped that we wouldn't punish or make the pilot angry for what had happened because if we did, she was afraid that the pilot migtt not come back and help protect 
them from the VC. I have no reason to believe the 'Kit Carson· Scout was saying words I wanted to hear. The look on that woman's face and the circOOlSlances of thal 
discussion, are among those events of my tour in Vietnam that are indeHbly etched in my recollection. Even though I had previously supported wholeheartedly both the 
general mission of our armed forces in Vietnam, and the specific missions of the 7nth Cav, I knew what we were doing in Vietnam was rigtt. 

lam Song 719 / Dewey Canyon II - We have been able to learn that three different units from the 7/17th supported this operation. The most visi>le was C Trp and their explois 
wia be described in some detail. B Trp, from Pleiku, supported numerous ARVN operations several miles into Laos as sort of a 'southern flank/ NVA distraction efforr for the mart 
thrust along QL 9. Currently details of B Trp's activities are not well known. Finally, HHT sent at least one, and maybe more, smaff detactvnerts to Dong Ha to provide S-3 and 
S-4 type support. Again details of these HHT activities are not currently well known. Arr/Way, early in the month, C Trp moved to Quang Tri and was attached to the 223rd CSAB 
as part of the build-up for LAM SONG 719/ Dewey Canyon II. For those that know or care, the 223rd was a fixed wing CSAB. As part of the build-up to support this laige opermi, 
the 1st Avn Bde didn't want too many of its assets given to the 101 st Abn for several reasons. So this is how, C Trp and several other 1st Avn Bde heMcopter Iris were assi!,1ed 
to a starched wing command. At least two weeks prior to the move, C Trp had been given a warning order that they could be moving from Lane. C Trp stil had a •rear der If 
l ane, and their mairtenance and '1orward (rear)' would be at Quang Tri, while their 'forward (forward)' would be at Khe Sanh when that base was re-established. VHPA Mermers 
Don Purser and Dave FerreU give us a good pictl.re of this period. 

Don provides: As mentioned previously, C Trp had known for some time we would be moving our operations and maintenance bases from Lane for a temporary, tu none 
the less extended, period of time. We were even told what to take and how to pack. Finally the orders came down and we moved to Quang Tri using both grOllld and• 
convoys. I remember putting our duffel bags in the LOHs plus our weapons bt1 very little ammo. We were assigned a partially constructed children's hospital to ive it 
There was a heMopad for this hospital just off the airfield at Quang Tri. Our ftigtt Moe and maintenance area was on the airfield, wllin walking listance from this hosplal. 
The concrete floors, the haH walls on the exterior and the wooden roof were finished bli not much else. Over the next few days, C Trp would rig up a li!jmg system wttt 
power supplied by a generator outside, move in some cots and a little furniture, and use a water buffalo parked out frott for water. It wasn't heaven. tu it was better lhirl 
at Khe Sanh! Once the Khe Sanh base was re-established, C T rp was assigned a small area on the very northern edge of the perineter. It was riglt off the actwe rmway 
- only a few feet separated our aircraft parking area from the main fixed wing runway. When we got there, they had just finished clearing that section of mines and lJiexploded 
ordinance. I doubt the runway was unusable because there were many holes in it. There was wreckage and junk everywhere! It was a scary place!! Wendell Moore and 
I were assigned a sorry two man bunker. We ptJ some wood from rocket boxes down to keep us off the mud, set up our cots and slept there in OIi' sleeping bags. We were 
part of the perimeter defense - another scary thougtt! No one was happy with these living conditions so I joined several other Sews to dig a new six man bulker. We 
didn't have rooch more space per person, bu we were able to get our cots in there. I especially remember the rats that lived under the pallets on the floor - they were big 
as house cats!! We sandbagged our bunker walls to keep the mud in place. At night we'd 'borroW' some of the asphalt covered aunirun panels from the rooway for the 
floor and the roof. In the next day or so the engineers would replace the ones we'd 'borrowed' and we couldn't get it through normal supply chamels, so wha the heck. 
We ptJ the aluminum panels on the sandbagged walls, then a tel1 to keep the rain cu and finally lots of sandbags. By morning we hoped no one crud find those panels if 
they came looking for them. The weather was bad much of the time and it was cold there. From my point of view, I'd say most of C Trp's missions were traditional VRs on 
the Vietnamese side arOIJld Lan Vieng, Khe Sanh and back to Dong Ha or along the two main roads used to support these bases. We occasionally saw AA fir and even flak 
in Vietnan. Naurally we were trying to keep the NVA away and looked for their rocket units. Whenever we'd find something interesting, it receNed an Arc Lqt or somethirlg 
appropriae. I have several pictures taken from atop our bunker of a line of B-52 delivered bombs. After the third day of operations in Laos, the 6s weren't used there much 
anymore. That is a long story by itself - how the higher arrived at that decision and who paid for it. Arr/Way, that was fine wkh me. I know our Guns provided considerable 
support in Laos but I don't have any details of that. Oh, yes, while at Khe Sanh I had just ffied off on an ash & trash mission when I lost the tail rotor. I ptJ the aircraft down 
just ol.lSide the perimeter, in a mine field; bl1 luckily no one was hurt. I really liked being a Scout and loved flying the 6. I was known as 'Shaky" because I was •ays 
nervous in the morning. I couldn't eat breakfast on the mornings I would fly - it just didn't stay down. Fumy, though, when I got to the aircraft and started the prefli!tt. I 
settled rigtt down and felt fine again. I would fly Scot.t for 10 moohs total. 

Now we'I hear from Dave Ferren: I think I was C Trp's first new pilot after they moved up north to support Lam Song 719. I was processed hough Dong Ha by the 223rd 
wkh aboti 5 guys and assigned to C Trp with this tall 6'6', skinny EM. We got a ride to Quang Tri and went to C Trp's hospital btilding described by Don Pusher. I <ial't 
have arrt TA50 gear (sleeping bag, etc.) at the time. They told me to just sleep in someone's cot and if they came back, go to another one. ArrjWay, abot.t my second ri!1t 
there I heard this loud, single shot just outside the building. It was dark and I certainly didn't go investigate the noise. The next morning If breakfast. I learned thal this tal. 
skim,', new guy had shot himself! Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! About the 25th of Feb, I got to Khe Sanh and my first day there was hardly unevertful. I'd guess C Trp had 
already been there about a week or ten days. C Trp's area was relatively near the ATC tower and they had a loud speaker attached to the tower thal carried the tower 
cOITITIUllicalio. I sort of wandered down there to see what was going on. A Cobra was coming in that had been shot up pretty bad and lailded on the rooway. A med 
team came over and took the wounded back seaer away. I watched the co-pilot get OIJ of the frort seat and into the back seat. The tower wat1ed the Cobra moved off the 
rmway rii;t away so they could land the fixed wing traffic. C-130s were landing and unloading ARVN at regular intervals. There were trucks waililg to pick them up and 
drive them to where ever. I remember seeing one 2 1/2 ton with about 10 guys in the back and another 20 waiting to load. It had no canvas top, just the wooden sides and 
seats. ArrjWay, as this wounded Cobra moved along side this truck, he must have lost the tail rotor or something, because it crashed. One of the mart rotor blades siced 
though these ARVN. Khe Sanh was always a dusty place and I can remember running towards this great ball of dust to see if I could help. Lots of others Cc111e as wel. 
FITTJY, a the Atlanta Reunion, Don and I were talkirlg this over and he said he also welt to help, bti I didn't see him there. The first thing I came on was the lower hall of art 
ARVN soldier, so I passed that up and fOIJld several more dead and injured. My thou!jts were to try to give 1st Aid to anyone who needed it tu I was shocked to see thal 
the live ARVN were busy helping themselves to whatever was in the pockets and belongings of the dead! I decided that maybe the ARVN <ial't need any ~ from me. 
Welcome to Vtetnam, Dave!! Someone helped this LT pilot from the wrecked Cobra. I don't think he was injured in this crash. Some years lifer I beieve I learned thal this 
LT died later in his tour. This same day, I flew my first mission - forget abOIJ an oriet1ation fligtt or a check-ride; I was Cobra qualified and thal was good erJOlVl I was 
the frOlt seater for Dave Lancaster. He was on his second tour and had been in C Trp for some time. He was a good Gun pilot and tunan being. I liked ftfing with hin. 
On that mission, we were still using the little birds in Laos. We flew past Ll 31 , which was the western most Ll down the highway irto Laos. I remember looking down and 
seeirJg a tuned cu Huey bti no one else on the Ll. I asked Dave why there weren't any people on the Ll. He explained they were al urider cover because the NVA had it 
surrounded and were shooting al the ARVN cortinually. We flew on another mile or so and started working. The 6s found some hootches that cortained 55 gal <kl.ms. We 
spelt the rest of OIi' time blowing these up and got several nice secondary explosions. We went back to Khe Sanh to refuel and rearm. Just as we were leavilg. we git 
this cal thal Ll 31 was being overrun with tanks. As I recall we had ttvee Guns, two 6s and the C&C; so we left the 6s there and flew to Ll 31. When we got there, two 
F4s were ptiting in an airstrike so we were told to hold off and orbit abOl1 half a mile away. We had good seats, so we watched the show! On one pass, ~ F4 cari,e fn 
low and as he ptJ his stuff down I saw several streams of 51 cal tracers arch up toward him. As he pulled up, the F4 started smoking and soon the two plots ejected. The 
jet tumbled through the sky and crashed into a hiU. Our C&C, some distance from us, announced that he was going to try to pick up the two A'6 Force guys. The lead snake 
said why don't you wait a mirue and we'I cover you, tu he lidn't. I have to give you a little more background information here. The Americans had ahact,, lost a lot of 
helicopters supporting Lam Song, so we had receNed instructions to try some differet1 tactics. Today's was 50 feet off the trees and keep yOll' speed up! We had to tt,, 
up this vwley to get to where our C&C was going. The NVA were everywhere. As we wert, I could easjy see them walking arOllld on the grOllld and we took A LOT of SA 
t.e thal day! Unbeknownst to us, some of this ke had ca the cables leading from OIi' radios; so we couldn't talk to c¥1Yone. We stl had nercom and it would be a few 
mirues before we figured oti wha was wrong. We were the second Snake. As we passed over this small ridge and <topped irto 3fQher vwl,ey, we C<JUm't determine 
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were convinced Iha everyone else had been shot down! After a few minttes, Dave decided l is best to go back home and started back East. We are stil low level ll1CI, as 
luck would have l. we came upon our C&C Iha had, indeed, been shot down. They had made a controlled, forced landing in a good sized area covered by elephart 11ass. 
It-is easy to rec0!1ize your own people at 50 feet, !xi we couldn't talk to them. Dave decided he is going to land and just as he sets~ to do this, another C Trp G111 !aided 
near the C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Khe Sanh. Later I learn that they replaced Dave Nelson, the frDlt seat in the Snake, with?, the wOIJlded C&C plot 
and the Snake rnedevaced him. He was the G111 Plat L<r at the time; just flying C&C at day. I never saw him again, so he must have been wounded seriously. I was aso 
told Iha the gtmer on the C&C had been shot though a leg; the bullet cut a main artery. He bled to death from that wound. Sooy, I don't know any more details abcu this. 
We got back to Khe S.m and learn that our radios were shot out, so no more flying today. Thal was fine with me! One day like Iha day was more than enOlJ!ti for ill eroe 
ife tine! Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! 

Dave Ferrel goes on the provide a few more details to help us understand the conditions at the time since we have no official records or history for C Trp ti.mg this period. 
A few days no the ballle, I remember we stopped sending the 6s into Laos. I beieve the following is true. One of our sister AC Ts, B/7 /1st, had lost so many ships Iha it 
was ~(ly combat effective anymore. The Trp Cmdr had gone on record that he wouldn't send his 6s there arT)'more and was reieved. There was a big stink abcu this 
because most of the line pilots agreed with this Major. In just a few days, the powers that be agreed with him and we were told not to take our 6s there anymore. Another 
aspect of Lam Song was Iha there were aircraft everywhere most of the time. The common thread in most of my memories is in beilg able to look ott and see a hook or 
a crane Jlliting in something, several slicks and sets of guns working on an insertion or a resupply, jets above, below and along side you, C&C ships in al sorts of orbls, 
on and on. It was like watching the erue inventory of American war birds playing in one large production! This was both good and bad. Good because if you had ai 
emergency of some sort and could complete a mission, there was usually a backup Iha could be diverted to help Ott. Bad because you didn't feel personaly invot.red i"I 
the effort, you just had a bit rotiine for a tKJge dance team. Another impression that comes to mind is that there were a lot of constarts - the NV A were constartly rocketino 
our bases wktl 122s or 130 mm guns, there was fog around Khe Sanh constartly in the mornings and most evenings, there was constart movernert of aircraft no and OtJ 
of Khe Snl, there was constart movernert of suppties and vehicles on the roads, there was constart AA fire on the Laotial side, dust was inversal constart aiywhere 
near the gromd, l was constartly noisy, we were constantly changing tactics to stay alive while perfonning our missions, we consistenly expended every tine we lalJ1ched, 
etc., etc. Some examples to si.wort these stalernerts are: Concerning changing tactics, I can remember times when my Cobra team started a gun run from 10,000 feet -
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets woud tun ru and gravity would puU them down to the target. Concerning constart AA fire, I already talked abOtJ SA and 51 cal bU 
twice I can remember receiving flack - llcru'aly we changed altitudes in a hooy. Another tine we were supporting the ARVN's defense of a FB and started shooting at the 
side of the Iii just below the FB. We were some distance out when I noticed hl.lldreds and hllldreds of these "twinkling stars• in the trees on this hill. My mind played a 
trick on me. For a second I thougtt how neat l was that someone had pit Clvistmas tree Mgtts au along this hill. Then really rell.med - My God! Those are NVA rifles firi1g 
at us! Finaly I remember two C Trp Cobras I.Ried too close to each other al Khe Sanh. For a few moments the blades itermeshed btJ inevitably, they finally colided llld 
fWed the main rotor and transmissions from both aircraft. One rotor system traveled three quarters of a mile before coming to rest! No one was seriously tut txi the 
aircraft were destroyed. Oh, we didn't have arrt American Blues during this period. We had our Lift ships and they received missions sort of a la cart like the Guns. An elite 
lJ1it from Siagon caDed the Hoc Bao were used to retrieve downed air crews. We certainly had no complailts abott them or their performance and I didn't hear of atPJ from 
the other aviation Iris. The Hoc Bao did thei" job Wei! 

AbOtJ the first week of Apri, C Trp moved from Khe Sanh back to Quang Tri and regrouped there. A few days later, they loaded up everything and ren.ned to Laie the same wa, 
they had med -via air and 1101Jld convoys. The 7/17th's participation in Lam Song 719 was over at this port 

M•ch - On the 1st, A Trp's Guns supported a sir9e slip medevac by the 247th Med of one US and three enemy wounded. The situation began when the enemy ambushed a 
23rd ARVN lJ1it with a 51 cal. After the enemy were dispersed by artillery, A Trp's Guns searched the area and found no remaining enemy activty. On the 3rd, A Trp provided 
secuily for Presidert Thieu's visl to Lam Son. DI.Jing the screen, the Scouts found five btJlkers which were destroyed by the Guns. No cortact was made and the mission ended 
at 1600 hours wheo the Presidert left. At 1300 on the 6th, A Trp was working an AO near Dalal and received a frag movemert order to move to An Son. They med at An Son 
al 1945 hours. On the 7th, A Trp worked the SUoi Cau Valley. One LOH took three hits in the rotor blades, landed and was slulg back to C31J1l. A little later, a Scott fOIJld a 
squad-size enemy ll1it waldng down a tral. Abolt 20-25 rounds were fired al the Guns as they kiled two. Dliing the remainder of the day, the Scow fOIJld runerous trails, 
hootches, and blJlkers indicating recert enemy usage. Al hootches and bunkers were destroyed by the Guns but no contact was made. On the 8th, A Trp retuned to PtWl Rano. 
The 10th was sche<Ued as a mairtenance down day btJ A Trp was called to support a TAC E for an 53rd REgt unit in contact wktl a platoon size VC force. The Guns screened 
for three hours ti.mg which only one expended ordnance. On the 17th, A Trp was told to move to Pleiku and closed there at 1130 tKus. On the 19th, A Trp supported the 47lh 
~ near Pleiw. The Scotts found ten uniformed people without weapons in a village and insert the ARP with negative resuts. Later the Scow found one armed person llld 
the Guns kiled hin whie destroying four hootches. On the 21st, CW2 David C. Lancaster and W01 James W. Manthei of C Trp were killed and VHPA Member Dave Ferrel 
descri>es the sluation. 

I was flying Dave's wing that day and we were the only two ships from C Trp assigned to this mission. The ARVN were withdrawing from Laos. We had been sert OtJ to 
support an ARVN armored ll1it Iha had been ambushed. There was this horseshoe shaped bend in the road pointing to the souh. From low hils on the west and east side, 
the NVA were shooting at the ARVN. I watched an RPG or B40 come ott of the trees and hit the 113 which blew just like in the movies. A few-seconds later, aiother hit a 
tri and the tooet flew ~ into the air. Things aren't going weU for the ARVN. Abolt that time we get everyone sorted ru enough to start shooting al the ambushers. The 
NVA were squared away and had posmoned at least three 51 cals in a nice trialgle to cover thei" forces. These 51 cals start in on us. We stop shooting at the armushers 
and start in on the 51 cals. We must have made some progress because their fire cropped off abott the time my Snake was erJW. I told Dave I was ott of ammo llld 
warted to leave. Dave said he warted to make one more pass. I told him I could not cover tis break; btJ he said he was going in arrJWay. He made tis run and emptied 
the ship. We watched in horror as he took a full broadside of 51 cal. He caHed thal they had been hit, lost the trail rotor and Iha Jin was womded. He cortirlled on to the 
souh looking for atPJ place along the highway to land the Cobra. They didn't get too far when their airspeed wert to nothing and they wert twirling irto the ground. We later 
tal<ed to the med evac team Iha retrieved thei" bodies. They said they believed both men died of broken necks caused by thei" chicken plates and this twirling fal. I remember 
being realy ~set abotA loosing Dave. We had become good friends. That very morning he had shown me a picture of tis wife and the card she had sert hin - today was 
thei" amversaryl 

On the 23rd, A Trp worked an AO near Chee Beo and fomd a large rice cache. The Blues were inserted and destroyed some of l before bad weather forced the Trp from the AO. 
On the 24th, A Trp fomd and destroyed a company miRJs size staging area. A Trp was told to leave Pleiku on the 25th to rettm to PtWl Rang !xi could not because of bad 

. weather. On the 26th, one A Trp AH-1 G was damaged in a mortar attack and was sert to the 604th TC for a tail boom change. The remainder of the Trp closed at PtWl Rano al 
1330 hours. Dlmg 28-31, A Trp worked AOs aromd Song Mao. The Scrus fOllld signs of enemy activity !xi no c01tact was made. In late March, the exact date is lDJlOWI\ 
W01 James Bernard Low of C Trp was in a Cobra Iha took fire and crashed while supporting operations in Laos. VHPA Members Don lvser and Dave Ferrel provided some 
detais of this evert whie .-tending the VHPA RelJ1ion in Allarta: • 

They reported receiving fire and the Cobra may wel have been burning before they crashed into a river bottom. The hychuics cauglt fire and this really blmed Jin before 
he coud be removed from the wreck. Evertualy both piots were evaced. Don remembers going with several other C T rpers to visi Jin in the hospital. Don said tis face . 
and i.wer body were so ba(ly blmed Iha they couldn't recognize him al al. Only after Jin started speakilg did they recognize tis voice. They lllderstood]le lved abot.f ~ 
a week or so before dying on Apri 3rd. The other pilot, l1ciTll! IJlknown at this tine, was womdecl !xi suvived. 

Aprl- On the 1st, A Trp was placed on stand-by for movernert to Pleiku. The order was finally received at 2230 hours. A Trp closed at Pleiku at noon and at 1500 received• 
TAC E Stwort r~ from FSB Lanett where the US 62nd Arty camp was under atack by a VC force. A Trp sert four Cobras and the VC irnrnedialely broke coriact 1holql 
the Guns received fire, none were hit and they believed they klled fDll" VC. Later the Arty camp credited A Trp with 20 kils. From the 3rd through the 5th, A Trp supported the 
47th ~ 22nd ARVN. On the 4th, A Trp was invot.red in some undocumented action and were credited with 17 kils. On the 7th, A Trp sert two AH-1 Gs on a TAC E to FSB 6; 
!xi after ill tKu the retuned to base as they were lJ1able to cOltact the friendly forces on the 1101Jld. On the 15th, while working arOIJld Cheo Beo, a LOH crew fire from tint 
or fotJ" hootches SUTomdeci by spider holes. Two elephants and one OP were also found. All were taken under fire and destroyed and one person was killed. The BkJes detennined 
this was a company-size base ca11>, so artiefy was adjusted and the camp completely destroyed. On the 16th, A Trp's ARP 111Covered a smal aid station. Several fresh footpriU 
were folowed no a tree line which the GlllS fired~ kiling one. On the 17th, A Trp's Scow reported a parachute with harness next to a bJmel opening and a fli!jt sul, lllderw~. 
and a fli!jt hemet were fOIJld on the 110l.lld. Two people were observed hiding in the bushes wktl a 51 cal which hl a LOH four tines. The Guns expended with ll1known resw 
!xi ari airstrice was caled in. On lhe 21st, A Trp's G111 saw several people in an open area When attempts to ID them produced fire, the GlllS opened fire with ll1known resw, . 
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Later an enemy squad was observed walking a trail. The Guns fired; six were killed, two wounded and two captured. Upon further investigation a bunker complex was uncovered. 
Airstrikes were called in with unknown results. The Blues and a reaction force were inserted and found 500 lbs of rice which was turned over to flu: 4!ill1 lleu On the ?3rd. A Trp 
was screening an area 20 miles west of SHODE Ill when the 3rd Bn, 45th Regt, 22ndARVN made heavy contact with an NVA Reg. A Trp was rcQ11e:;tl!<I 111 p111v 11 l11 :;11pp111 t ll11rirru 
the mission, one LOH was engaging a mortar position when ii was hit by 30 cal AW fire. The observer was hit in the left groin but continued to cnt_Fl!JI! Ju:. t,u1111I t11w~lt11r r,HuHI 
M the ship, shattered and sent shrapnel inside, wounding the pilot in the left leg. Both pilot and observer continued to support the mission lor about 11:rr r111111d 11:. tu,hH11 llw,y 
returned to the Phu Nhon rearm point where they discovered two more rounds had hit the observer's chicken plate. Both were evaced to the 71st Evac. Mc,urwl utr: 11111 u . i: 11 .• 1 
discovered a 51 cal position and took one round through a rotor blade. On the 26th. A Trp's Scout discovered approximately 20 people 11 a base camp with trvc 1111011:111,: .. vwl 
bunkers. The Scotts received ftre so the Guns opened up and killed one. The Blues were inserted and immediately came under heavy fire. A reaction force was insencd to :,11pIwHI 
the ARP. Both units began receiving heavy fire and mortar rounds. When the fire lifted, the ground forces found a training area. The area was destroyed by the Guns. l he I 01 1:. 
received fire two more times ·and the Guns expended with unknown results. When the lnfanuy was eXlracted, ii was found that they had suffered four WIA. 

MANG HO 16. For the period 20-24 Apr and 3-14 May, the 7117th provided command and control for the air assault portions of this operation conducted by the Capital Repubtic 
of Korea Infantry Division (CRID) and the 173rd Abn to the northwest and west of Phu Cat AFB; specifically the Suoi Cau, Soui Tre, and Soui La Tlllh Valleys, and Base Area 226. 
The following units participated: the 61 st and 129th AHCs assigned to the 7/17 and C/1/17; the 92th and B/227 AHCs and D/227 AWC from the 10th CAB; the 134th AHC, the 
238th AWC, and the 180th ASHC from the 268th CAB; the N227th AHC and the C/228th ASHC from the 52nd CAB; the 268th Pathfinder Del from the 268th CAB; and the 10th 
Pathfinder Det from the 10th CAB. Intelligence indicated that elements of the 3rd NVA division were regrouping and retraining in or near Base Area 226. The terrain was descri>ed 
as a valley floor at aboti 100 meters elevation, steep mountains rise to 700 meters on the east and 800 meters on the western side. Dense vegetation offered excellent overhead 
concealment for enemy movement. Rugged ridges and pinnacles, encompassed by vegetation, offered concealed AA weapons poslions with extremely good fields of fire. Very 
few adequate Lls existed in the area and most were one or two ship Lls on the surrounding pinnacles while those on the valley floor that coud accommodale fiu or five ships 
were very vooerable to AA fire from positions on the mountains above. The concept of the operation was for the Sqdn to provide air recon and tactical mobility for the lnfatiy 
units primcrif via the two organic AHCs (the 61 st and the 129th) and C Trp. They would reconnoiter, prepare and insert the Infamy elements no runerous Lls sioollaneoustf 
10 surround and cordon off Base Area 226. This was accomptished by inserting the ROK units to the south and east and the 173rd to the north and west as blockilg forces on 
the 20th, 21st, and 22nd. Then two ROK Regis assaulted the mountain tops and valley floor to engage the enemy. During the period 3 • 14 May runerous assai.ts and extractions 
were conducted for tactical redeployment of the ROK units to further engage the enemy units. Elements from the 10th, 52nd, and 268th CABs were opconed on a daily basis. On 
the 20th (D-3), five companies and one Bn CP were inserted into five Lls. On the 21th (D-2), 105 ROK and 663 US troops were inserted. On the 22th (D-1 ), two ROK comp.nes 
were 11Serted no two more Lls. On the 23th (D Day), the Sqdn and opconed elements assembled al two PZs. The slicks were broken down into ten fliglts of five ships each 
with supporting gunships. C Trp provided the initial recon and prep of the proposed Lls. Pathfinders were assigned to slick ftigtts to each Ll to assist the CH-47s figts to folow. 
POL and rearming points were operational at both PZs. After a artillery prep, C Trp started a VR around the proposed Lls at 0930. At. 0945 the assault forces were airborne and 
al 1000 they ptt 12 companies, one Regt CP, two Bn CPs, and one Arty Btry irto ten Lls simultaneously. On the 24th (D+ 1), they again used two PZs and the SclTle schedue. 
C T rp reconed the Lls and al 1000 the Sqdn 11Serted nine companies and three Bn C Ps into seven Lls simultaneously. On 3 May ( D + 1 0), they began the extraction of the ROK 
Cavalry Regt with eigtt companies and two Bn CPs from nine PZs. On 4 May (D+ 11 ), they extracted the 1st ROK Regt consisting of ten c~aries. one ~ CP, two Bn CPs 
and one Arty Btry from ten PZs. On 5 May (D+ 12), they used one PZ to reinsert the ROK Cavalry Regt with eight companies irto six Lls. The Blue fligtt received some SA fire 
and the guns engaged the targets. Two Hueys received hits. On the 6th (D+ 13), they inserted 11 companies, one Regt CP, two Bn CPs and one Arty Btry from the ROK 1st Regt 
no 15 Lls. On the 10th (D+ 17), they began the final phase by eXlracting eight company and one Arty Btry of the ROK 1st Regt from nine PZs. On the 12th (D+ 19), they eXlracted 
one company from the ROK Cavalry Regt from one PZ. On the 13th (D+ 20), they eXlracted seven companies and 2 Bn CPs from eigtt PZs. The Yellow fligtt received SA and 
B-40 fire and the Guns engaged. One Huey and one UH-1 C were hit. Enemy persomel and bunkers were discovered and attached by the Guns. The day's operations claimed 
10 KBAs. On the 14th (D+ 21 ), they completed the extraction of nine companies and one Bn CP from seven PZs. The totals for the ertire operation were for UH-1 Hs: 2696 h!Us, 
4099 sorties, 11,176 passengers using 351 aircraft and for CH- 47s: 252 hours, 300 sorties, 1428 passengers, 706 tons using 45 aircraft. The analysis section 11 the After 
Action Report provides some insight into this operation. Apparently the CRID was very security conscience because it provided only fragmentary information 11 advance for plami1g 
purposes illd denied preparation air recons of thK AO. They also did not put their G-3 or Regt Cmdrs in a C&C yet demanded simultaneous insertions. The lack of airborne 
decision makers caused delays in Ll selection as everyone had to wait for the information to be radioed back to the ROK CPs. All the opconed air units coud not laager in the 
Lane Nea, so they had to fly in every morning and home every night. This, of course, delayed the air assaults about one hour. Temporary refuel and rearm points had to be 
estabished for several days outside fixed facilities which taxed the Sqdn's S-4 and HHT persomel and added a security problem. Finally, the CRID wanted their elements extracted 
from the field and returned to their base camp. This required eXlra 'air taxi' time that could have been eliminated if they had used some gromd convoys. The operation claimed 
252 enemy killed, 110 individual weapons, 35 crew weapons, and 7 radios captured against 13 Koreans killed and 60 wounded with no US losses and no aircraft losses. 

May. Durilg the first week, A Trp's operations were weather restricted. On the 11th, A Trp destroyed a small base camp west of Phu Nhon. On the 19th, an A Trp Cobra crashed 
at PtlJ Nhon while hovering from the POL to the parkllg area. The pUot had gone IFR in the dust and the ship came to rest in an inverted poslion. Neither pilot was lljured. At 
1105 hours on the 20th, W01 Gregory A. Smith and W01 Robert Bruce died in the crash of cl'I A Trp LOH west of Dragon MOIXllain near C~ Enari. The ARP was ilserted to 
secure the crash sle. The cause of the crash was never determined. C T rp moved their operations base to An Khe for two weeks durilg this period. 

D Trp 1/10th CAY • AbolI this time, D/1/10th CAV, the ACT for the 1/10th Cavalry Squadron that had been part of the 4th Div was attached to the 7 /17th. VHPA Member Mike 
Lovett explains: 

As the 4th Div was standing down, the 1/10 Cav Sqdn was still based out of Camp Radcliff near An Khe with the primary mission of keeping a good percentage of QL 19 
open between the coast and Pleiku. D/1/10 was the Sqdn's organic ACT and we lived at Radcliff as weU. In fact I can remember we had a very rice New Years Eve p.rty 
not too long after we occupied the buildings formerly used by the 4th Avn Bn. Our Sqdn was part of TF Ivy and then TF 1/9 as the stand down cormued. Aviation Sl4)pOlt 
became a serious problem by late 1970 because we were not part of the 1st Avn Bde. When we needed parts or IPs or anything aviation related, we had to go all the Wt1-J 
to Nha Trang and even then ii wasn't good. We stil flew most of our missions for the 1/10 Cav but they really couldn't support us like E/704 AMNT used to do. Ot.r comnmders 
made a lot of noise and about JarvFeb 1971 we moved to Lane. Within a short period we were attached to the 7 /17 Cav and the support was much better. Initially, we had 
no billets or other facilities. We shared some space with Cfi/17, got an old Korean building and even had some built for us and lived 11 terts too. Thif part wasn't too greet. 
OtM ARP was still at An Khe and we akways had two Guns plus two or three 58s (we didn't use OH-6As for Scouts after ?) at An Khe as a qlick reaction force to keep the 
road open. That arrangement was hardly normal for an ACT but I don't think there were any normal units left in Vietnam at that time. Even when we were 11 the 7117th. we 
stil flew missions for the 1/10th most of the time. Li<e other ACTs duri1g that period, we were not allowed to put iu American ARP on the groood. When we Sl.W(lrled 
the 1/10th, there were American ground forces near at hand. But we often sent pink teams up and down the coas~ especially when when en /17 was up north during LllTI 
Son 719, withotJ any hope of Infamy back-up. Basically we did a lot of aerial recon with the Scouts just marking targets as best they crud for the GlllS. We were also 
kJCky during those days that we didn't have many birds go down and I can't remember cl1)'one getting killed di.mg the first half of 1972. 

VHPA Merroer Earl Ewing remembers these tines as follows: When I joined D/1/10th Cav in JI.Ile, they had been liv11g at An Son for some lime because thei aper.moos 
were wel established. They were living in wooden buildings but there wasn't enough room for everyone. For the first few weeks I moved from blI1k to blilk. wt.le !J.IYS 
were on R&R. I had gone to AMOC and Cobra school after flight school, so I was 11 the Service Platoon and the 518th TC Det dLmg my ttvee months With D Trp. I recal 
we used to take Cobras we coudn't fix to our support at Tuy Hoi which was a very large facility. D Trp did keep operational teams at An Khe and more than once we had to 
go there to fix something or to take in pats. I can also remember going to Pleiku for the same reason but maybe that was when I was with the Sqdn. In September, I becane 
the Manenance Officer for the 7 /17th. We were akways very busy because the Sqdn was a coUection of all sorts of aviation Uflits and the ARVN had OlJ Iris scatter ~s 
al over the place ~ like trucks. I believe a lot of people got hurt and a lot of equipmert was damaged and misused urxler this •scatter deploymert' conceii. In eMtf '72 
I can remember over flying Tuy Hoa on the way to Vung Tau so we could have our Cobras modified to switch the tail rotor to the other side. It was really iJ1)ressive to see 
Iha Tl!)' Hoa had 'turned to nothing'. By then we were getting most of our parts and some support from Nha Trang but blades and engines were 11 short supply. I fiished 
up my tiu With the 129th 11 MNch. 

Jooe - A Trp spert 15 days down due to weather this morth. Its missions included several convoy escort missions from Pleiku to Phu Nhoo and two SAR operations in an attefl1)1 
to locale a civian Cessna 180 which disappeNed between Cheo Reo and Pleiku. On or near the 1st, C T rp moved its oper.mon base to Korti.m from Lane and wwd support 
aper.moos 11 this Nea for the erue morth. On or near the end of the month, C Trp returned is operations base to Lane. Dtmg this mooh, the Sqdn HQ and HHT moved from 
Qti Nhon to An Son. VHPA Member Ernie Smart cortinues providing some importart backgrOllld information abou this period: 
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It wasn't long after the Sqdn had moved to QLi Nhon airfield that we learned that that decision was flawed! Things were getti1g •U<Jr in the ciy lself to the pon where ii 
was not safe to have 011' soldiers off the airfield after dark. The poor L TC airfield commander at Lane had lots of responsibility tu no aiJhorty to ad<l.'ess the sectrty, race, 
lil1gs, m prbstillful problems that had become aci.te. Most of the aviation Iris based al Lelle were now .-tached to the 7 /17th m ii made a lot of sense for the HQ 
m HHT fmclions to be closer. I finally told the 17th CAG that we had to move to An Son m brilg some of the -Wild times there• ooder corvol. The good news is that we 
had indeed estabished a good wooo,g relationship with the ROKs. We understood and appreciated thei" no non-sense approach to COIOOal operations m to the issues of 
drugs as wel. So the Sq<i1 HQ Md HHT moved to An Son abOlt June. Some of 011' first steps were to take over the permeter and to man the gates. Basicaly the Koreais 
mcmed the souhern half m my corTIMld, the northern half. Times were hard for the gins that had been "living on the inside• for so long. We also stated having meelings 
ilTlOll!I the EM by rank. We'd gathered al the Privates together and listened to what they had to S"f, then the Specialists, µior SGTs, etc. One of the ttings we uned, 
for exaf11)1e, was that the Privates were trilappy with the W<ff their ck.tl was being run. I said: •fine, you run YOIJ' cU>.• They were shocked that we would do this. They 
picked the people m we etJ the orders giving them the jobs. Things like that really helped improve morale and mitigate some of the problems. We also fOIJ'ld that we had 
several people that really caused a lot of troti>le and didn't belong there; so we quickly 'helped them move on-. We also coor<inaed with the ROKs to ptt 011' Iris to wont 
Basicaly when a man is in a combat smialion, he generally isn't bored and the racial differences were pit aside. So we tried wooo,g people harder. Of Cot.fse by that tine 
the 7 /17 HQ was operating more ike a CAB. We had two AHCs, a Chinook Company, a fixed wing unit and provides support for the dust-off guys. Thank God for the Koreais 
m the good relationship we had developed with them! The ARVN, especially the 23rd Div guys we worked with a lot, were not good at wig aviation assets correctly. And 
with some rcn, rare exceptions, they didn't have a clue what A'I Cavalry was all al>Olt! People have often asked me why I cOITlll'lcKlded the 7 /17th for an erue year versus 
the normal six rnmhs. I tel them that abru the time my six months were up, we had some definite ideas in place and specific nerests in ad<l.'essing "the wild tines•. I 
really fel we were doing some good and I personally thougl1 ii was the right thing to do. The convnanders above me agreed enough to go to bat for me. So I extended in 
the job m they suppolted me. Now, cr1Yone that was there during those d;ffs will readily tel you that we were hardly •pure as the driven snow- when I b.Jned the Sqoo 
over to Jack Anderson. &i we had •stemmed the tide• m •corrected" many of the abuses, while buying time for more American Iris to stand down and go home. 

July • On the 6th, A Trp moved back to Phan Rang and were down from the 7th to the 17th awaiting the arrival of the mairtenance section. The rest of the ITICnh was sperf 
working the Song Mao area. McrlY ct.«ivated fields, bl.llkers and trails were sighted. Further investigations of these sigttings proruced negative resuls. From Jut,, thru eat,, Nov, 
C Trp remailed al Lane, worked Is tradliooal AOs north m west of Phu Cal, supported the 173rd Abn lOi ii stood down in August After that C Trp would suppolt the Koreai 
DMsions. VHPA Meni>er Billy Miler provides a few more detais allot.( A Trp. 

I joined A Trp in eart,, July for my second tOIJ' in Vietnam. I flew with the 3117th CAV du'ing the first one, so I was familiar with A'I Cav operations. One of the first questions 
I had was "Where are the Blues• because I hadn't seen any American lnfantJy and no one had mentioned them. I learried that while the TO&E still auhorized the Blues - A 
Trp had none m that had been the silualion for some tine. They were not pulling sectrty details some place else • they siJ1>1Y did not exist A Trp's •normal operational 
mode• would be to support one of the ARVN Re~ based al Daat, Bao Loe, or Song Mao for a 5-6 d;ffs in a row, have a mairtenance down d;ff, then go support the na 
int in the rotalion. The Province Senior A<t.iisor would fimsh an ARVN ARP each tine we supported his unit. Some times ii was the same ri. Don't get me wrong - these 
weren't bad or poor Iris at al • it's jJst that they weren't neart,, as good as Americans would have been. We had an ~ practice of ptJting one of 011' lnfan,y 
officer types on the grOIJ'ld ~ this ARP jJst to make certain we had radio cortact with them. You could riever trust the ARVN Artilery, there was no American Artiely In 
the area .r1Y more, airstrikes were hard to come by; so the only support these guys would have came from our Guns. The rest of the oopubished practice wert somelhlnQ 
like this • no !Mler whal happens on the gromd, we had to get that American Ol1l There was a very strong dictate against Americans being on the grOtJld during ttis period. 
We knew we would have more than a lillle hel to P"f for 'bending" that rule if knowledge of 011' practice got to some higher headquarters. To no one's big ~. wt 
didn't insert the ARP neart,, as freque,tly as we did when we had American Blues. I'd guess we l)l.t lhern in abOlf twice a week m most of these were lillle more lhal1 
stepped ~ training exercises. I'd S"f we would only have three or fllll" •real" insertions dlmg an average ITICnh. The absence of American Blues did effect thew~ wt 
flew. However, I'd S"f the Scot.ts and Guns were still very aggressive; bi.t more •demands· were placed on the C&C to get .r1Y downed crews w m to provide~ 
faster. Ne..- the later part of the year the Phan Rang CO asked us to do first and last niglt VRs especially in the •alleys• where the bad guys fired mortars m 122s. The 
was even an neresting silualion. Phan Rang wasn't bothered all that much with mortars and rockets bli in other areas we suggested to higher that we rnou1 nigtt oper~ 
(incremertal to the Nigtihawks we would later fly) to try to catch these guys. These requests were al denied because of the risk factor. Even arOIJ'ld Phan Rang the enem, 
seemed to be wailing for the Americans to leave. So long as 011' first and last ~gtt VRs st;f/ed within a certain area, Phan Rang was rarett hit. A few times we'd send 011 
teams deeper no the his to the west and al evening we would get a rocket or two. ~ favorite target was the O Club on top of a small hill within the CllfT1l. To the 
of my knowledge no one was hurt m there was no major equipmert damage from .r1Y of these .-tacks. lrteresting times when you ttink abott ii. 

August. On the 2nd, A Trp responded to cortact by a recon compcr1Y at FSB Nora. Two teams of Guns fired on what was thougtt to be the 40th NVA Bn. Later they were er 
with 25 confirmed kis m two secondary explosions believed to be the arrvno for the 82rrm mortars. One Cobra was hit by fire bli there were no casualies. From the 17th 
the rest of the morth, A Trp staged from Bao Loe to provide sectJity during the upcoming Vietnamese elections. llis operation consisted many of a road recon from Dai. 
Bao Loe. The ARP remained al the Bao Loe ~ on starKlly with American advisors and grOIJ'ld forces as a reaction force. 

September• No activities were recorded in A Trp's int tistory for this morth. 

Oc:tober • On the 5th, a te.-n of one LOH m one Goo were assigned to provide rwe sectrty for a convoy from Phan Rang. The LOH experienced a tail rotor faiue tu no 
was ~ed. On the 13th, a Goo team expended in support of an ARVN elemert in cortact near Song Mao. After cortact was broken, the ground force swept the area, fot.nd 
dead m caplll'ed two weapons. Later in the d;ff, A Trp set1 some Guns to support the Recon Co of the 44th Regt that was in cortact. 

November. Dtmg this morth, C Trp again moved Is operations base to Hollow"f m would st;f/ there for the rest of the year. On the 7th, A Trp was told to move to Plelw 
an t.ndetermiled period of time. On the 15th, a suspected NVA Bn base camp west of Phu Nhon was taken lllder fire by airstrikes, artilery m A Trp's Guns. 23rd ARVN 
were inserted m imme<ialetf made cortact. At 1100 the observer in an LOH was wOlllded and evaced to PleiklJ. Later in the d;ff, another Sclllt spotted 10-15 people 
Ll1der a tree near some bl.llkers. Upon fmher investigation, they had disappeared. The Guns fired up the bunkers with unknown resuls. On the 22nd, A Trp was told to 
back to Phan Rang. On the 19th, A Trp's Scot.ts fired on two men walloog and the Guns also fi'ed with ooknown resuls. The Scot.ts retl.med to the same location again N 
and receHed fi'e. The G~ expended with ooknown resuls. 

December • For the first few d;ffs, A Trp worked arOtJld Phan Rang as an ACT. The rest of the morth was spert wooo,g the area between Dala and Bao Loe. Wllh the 
down of the 92nd m the 192nd AHCs, A Trp picked up the.- !lll1 support and resupply nissions. For example, two Guns were sert to Bao Loe for sectrty of the stJT 

engileer ~ mtwoto Dong Ballin for the sectrty of the Cam Ranh B;f/ area VHPA Meni>er Ron Logandescri>es whalwas going on with B Trp: 

December was a not a good ITICnh for being a Sew m especially bad for Sew Pl Lm-s. Mike Trees had been Oll" leader for several rnmtis. He got stn down 
•shaken~• pretty good, so they made hin the Opns Officer. Next a LT SUiiivan was the Lm-for a few d;ffs unti he was evaced after his LOH was destroyed by a tree 
Then a CPT from C Trp came over as the Lm- for a few d;ffs. He too was shot down and evaced with a broken tail bone pkJs he had a filger stn off. Filaly, CPT 
Fnch took over the platoon. Needess to S"f blithe NVA were getting stronger m stronger in the Koram / Dak To Nea!! As more m more aviation Iris stood 
ttings got less m less orgarized. I certaiW believe that abru this time the Trp's name was just B/17th Cav. I saw Trp orders etJ Wtig this period with just B/17 
the old name B/7 /17. 

Yes End SUIMlrf • The Sq<i1 HQ m HHT were al QLi Nhon for half the year m at Lane for the rest m basically ft.nctioned as a CAB versus an ACS. For most of lhe 
A Trp was assigr1ed to the 10th CAB m cooperated with the program to mininize American losses while supporting the ARVN. They also had to opportooity to move 
Phan Rang m Plel<u several tines. B Trp was assigned to the 52th CAB, was based al Holow;f/ the ertire year, and spelt the ~ of the.- time working the famik 
the Dal( To/ Kortlln areas. C Trp spert abcxi three rnmhs in MR I supporti1g Lam Son 719, retJJned to Lane for two rnmhs, was in Kormn for the ITICnh of J1111, 
Lane Lni Noveni>er when it moved to Holow;f/ again. When C Trp was at Lane, they received thei" nissions from the Sqdn; bli when they operated from bases other thal 
the'/ received ll1SSions for other headcµwters. D Trp was assigned to the 52nd CAB and was used for convoy escort m the sectrty of Holow;f/. 

1972 
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The primary source materials for this year are: For HHT, a Yearbook tilled '71 - 72 Anson, Vietnam• which has ten significant pages. For A Trp, a 15 page 1971 AUHS prepared 
by 1 LT Oan P. Slolla. For B Trp, nothing. For C Trp and H Trp, 10th Cav, a Yearbook tilled '1972 Anson' which has ten significant pages. For D Trp, noltwlg. For the Sqm, 
noltwlg. 

January -On the 1st, A Trp was reassigned to the Squadron from the 10th CAB and supported the last elements of the 101 st Abn Div located.- Carn Rarlh. Poor we.-tler hampered 
A Trp's activiies from the 4th to the 6th. On the 8th. A Trp was chased from an AO near Bao Loe by high winds and friendly artillery. The C&C was asked to evac two ARVN 
wounded from a FSB to Phan Rang. For the remainder of the month and for February, A Trp's assignments would change again. The thiming of America, forces in MR II, A Trp's 
resources were deployed on a piece meal basis, making ii virtually ineffective as an ACT. For the first half of the mor1h, C Trp was operating from Camp Holowilg bti abru nid­
mOlth they renmed to Lane. On the 25th, A Trp sent three AH-1 Gs and two Hueys to An Khe due to a heavy enemy build-up in the ceroal hi!jllands. At the sari,e tine, two LOHs 
were sert to An Son for convoy cover. On the 29th, an A Trp LOH performing VR for the 101 st Abn saw seven enemy near Carn Ranh. The LOH took fire and was hl, to the 
GlllS kiHed five. On the 30th, A Trp found a small enemy force in the same area as yesterday's action. The Guns f1red on this force wkh llrlknown reSl.is. VHPA Member Bly 
Miller provides the fo8owing comments on Mfe in A T rp during this tine. 

After the 10th CAB stood down. A T rp reverted back to Sqdn control but really the 17th CAG in Nha Trang was calling the shots. We made several trips to both An Son and 
Nha Trang to see who we would be working for and to determine what future plans they might have in mind for us. As ii turned out for the first couple morths we were THE 
avaion reSOO'ce for the southern half of MR II. We actually picked up resources from former 10th CAB units as they stood down. I'd guess we got up to abru 50 aircraft 
pkJs crews which was about double our normal TO&E compliment. About 20 of these were Hueys but we picked up some Cobras too. Tlis inform.mo may~ explain 
how we were able to send three or four ships a day to the various Province Senior Advisors, have a Scout and Gun team at Dong Be Thin as a qlick reaction -r~ reserve, 
send a couple LOHs to do road recons in the Dala, Boe Loe, and Song Mao areas, and still conduct relatively normal NI Cavalry opermis. It migt making reacing the 
Opns reports from that period a little easier to understand. There were rumors that A Trp had 58s instead of OH- 6s. This is not true. A Trp had any 6s rigtt up tnl the 
end. I roost admit that the NVA did not have a major presence in that area and the most of the opposition came from the VC who had been luted and tut for a long tine. 
Tiis made our oper.mons less dangerous. We rarely experience large cal AA fire. 8li, whenever we went back to Pleiku or other northern areas in MR II we quickly changed 
tactics as we flew against the NVA. As more units stood down, Phan Rang was one of the few places where heficopters coud refuel. I know ttis SW1ds stra,ge, bti the 
days of going most art/ place and being able to get fuel were gone. We often called ahead to make certain we coud get fuel. Because Phan Rang had fuel, we got kn of 
visitors. Mariy of them brougtt rumors thal we woud be starlding down as wel. 

February - On the 1st, A Trp supported elements from Phan Rang to An Khe. Each day the pUots were forced to become more flexible. They were now doubling as resupply for 
the 101 st as wel as base security for Carn Rang. Two Cobras and two LOHs performed a daily VR of the Carn Rang area. Each nigtt a Huey Nigtt Hawk pmoled the Carn Rarig 
perineter. The LOHs also doubled as VIP coooers. On the 3rd, A Trp began construction of defense bunkers and fighting postions in arocip.mon of a comilg offensive. On the 
91h, elernerts of A Trp al An Khe came imer sapper alack during the nigtt. The Guns launched and expended onto the perineter. Ten enemJ were killed and the ginstrj(e ~ 
the captJJe of two more. B Trp was still operating ou of Holoway. Again Biy Mier provides us wkh a good insigt for ttis period. 

I am not certain when T et was that year btJ ii was a pivotal dale. Mart/ of the military leaders believed there would be a major enemJ push before or near T et thal year, so 
we stayed in the overstrenghled situation I described earlier. Bl1 Tet was a noo-evert that year and I guess that by mid-Feb we started receiving dispostion instructions to 
1m1 in equpment and to swap or llmOVer aircraft. I was pretty busy during those days because I was a Cobra IP and was in good demand giving 90 day check-rides. We 
actlJalti started having problems keeping guys ctJTeit. At thal time we worked under the 179 day rule. If you had been in-couruy 179 days or more, then thal would COtl't 
as a ful tour and you woud DEROS wkh the IJ'lit; else you were reassigned to another Lnil. We started sending people ou in Febnay and ttis made ITla1f people very 
imappy. MAJ T1.-ecek was a master al orgarizcEOO. He broke the disposition instructioos down no a series of tasks then assigned ari officer and ari NCO to each task. 
A$ pilots came of ttying status because they were no longer currert, they were given these tasks. We got a lot done in a very short period of tine. I remerooer we made 
lots of b1>S to Ill Corps areas to drop off aimaft, equipment ancVor people. We had a couple 'turn over teams• that included a maintenance officer, a senior crew ctief, pkJs 
the crew to bring them back. We'd Tl the ship before ii was sent and fix everything we coud. Mart/ of the receiving units were really Sll'J)f'ised thal we weren't giving them 
'dogs" bti we went to extra effort to give them the best we coud. 

March. C Trp had been told they would be stariding down and since late in February they had really ceased operating as an ACT. On a daily basis, they had ships all over MR II 
ri addition to having standing cornmilmerts. For example, Rich Sheppard says they had a Scou and two Guns stationed .- An Khe for .- least a rnonh. They had LOHs ftying as 
VIP ships and Lift ships ftying Nighthawk nissions aroood the larger airbases. Al ttis changed nea- the every end of the morth when C Trp was told they would be staying in 
Vietnam. On the 30lh, the general assaut caled the Easter Offensive officially began up in MR I. In MR II the situation had been getting worse and several ARVN FSBs along 
Rocket Ridge were ali'eady imer siege. Nei Sheehari's 'A Brigtt Shining Lie' provides a good overal smunary of the Easter Offensive in MR II and often refers to aircraft and 
tactics that coud ort,J be ACTs. There is also a good map in the front of Sheehan's book that shows the ine of ARVN FBs th.- ran in a line basicaly from Den Het to the river 
jll1ction west of Kormn. They were in order: FB 6, FB 5, FB Charlie, and FB Delta. Also the town of Tan Canh basically scuh of Dak To on QL 14 and woud be the certer of kn 
of activity in the weeks to come. VHPA Member Ron Logari descmes ttis bcde: 

Tu.- day we were working ou of Dak To in an area between FB 5 and FB 6. My Scou team was in the staging area while this action was going on. Appareitly Finch's team 
had liscovered some bunkers and they decided to insert the ARVN Blues. The ARVN BkJe platoon leader al that tine was an American advisor, ari E7 or ES, Rariger type. 
He was good and the ARVN performed rather wel imer his leadership. I understand they were using a single ship LZ. Unfortmaely, the American Sergeart was shot in 
the head and killed almost as he stepped off the first Lift ship. The rest of the insertion was made in rapid order btJ the leaderless ARVN never got orgarized and cwoo't 
hold the LZ. The ARVN panicked and Finch tried to seCll"e the LZ with his LOH. By then the NVA had set up an even stronger position and shot Finch down. L.-er that 
afternoon we were able to get the Observer, a guy named Black I think, out. He was a very brave man!! He said that Finch received a pretty bad head woood before or <k.mg 
the crash. Both men were able to eim the LOH and for some reason Finch had ii in his mind that they needed to get no the trees. Black told hin the NVA were in those trees 
and even tackled hin as he starting nming in that direction. Nothing, however, would stop hin. When he was able to get free of Black, he was last seen making tis w~ 
no the trees. Black weit back to the LOH and i,abbed a supply of grenades. The C&C was tJying to get the ARVN ou and get to the Scou crew as wel It was jJSt too 
hot. We i.-er learned that the LZ was almost on top of ari NVA Bn CP!! Anyway, Black realized thal no one coud come and get him IJ1less the NVA ~ in the bookers 
coud be s»enced. He started .- one end and worked down the line of bunkers, dropping grenades no each. After a few mirues, he rari ou no the open and a LOH 
SO.-ched him ou. A brave and cool headed man!! The next day, we inserted a large ARVN force no a differeit LZ and they performed very wel. We looked al day for 
fnch. We foood lots of bad guys bti we never fOUld him. Years later I learned thal he was indeed captured by the NVA. taken to Hanoi and died there. luing thal day CPT 
David Ke.-ing was ftying a LOH wkh another ROL. They were shot down and one of thef WPs blew which blmed Dave pretty ba<ly. They were both evaced to the States. 
I cari remeimer we used to do a lot of BDA$ for 852s and airstri(es. The AF were <ropping bombs thal would spread gas over a wide ..-ea and even seep ito bookers, 
then ari per wood blow the whole thing. Very effective! I remember lots of discussion among the Scotis and worries thal cu engi1e exhaust migt ignle some lnlxploded 
gas. I don't think II ever happened bti we were worried abw ii. I cari also remember a few times in 1.-e 71 when al three ACTs were opercD1Q .- Holow~. There was no 
place to ptJ al the people. People shared terts and books, etc. Some of my classmates were in the other troops, so whenever they would move in; we'll ;JSt make space 
for coo; and hold smal class relDOllS! 

The official MIA records the VHPA Data Base Coovnillee uses provide some more information abou CPT Melvin W. Finch. An ARVN soldier Cc!Jm'ed by the NVA was being moved 
north.- the same tine as Finch and reported thal he died of dysentery on the Ho Cti Minh Trail. His remairls were retixned to America in 1985. 

Again we hecl' from Billy Miler for A Trp: Very early in March or maybe the end of Feb, A Trp received word thal maybe we woucil't be standing down after al. The increased 
enemy activity leading up to the Easter Offensive had some people worried. After a day or so, MAJ Turecek flew to Long Bitl to 'tal<to the boss" (he and the CO of the 1st 
Avn Bde were very good friends). Tlis dim't make the 17th CAG folks too happy. Basically, he wanted to make certain thal if A Trp was going to stay, then someone with 
some serious aihorily had been see to ii thal we get our equipmert and people back. A$ ii turned ou, went he talked to the staff .- Long Bm they reasoned thal we were 
ak'eady too far down the p.-h toward standing down to reverse the process, so he came back wkh a copy of the General Order senoog us ou of the cotnrY not !.-er thari 
18 Mel'. From that poit on we realy had to llJStle. It was aboti ttis same tine (end of Feb or very early in March) thal a party from B Trp vmed us. They had hecl'd thal 
we seemed to be pretty wel orgarized for stancing down and warted to see if they coud learn from us. As I recal, they stayed a day or so, took kn of notes and reuned 
to Plei<u to start stariding down themseNes. I'd guess they were abru 3 weeks betind us in the schedue and were jJSt strilg to nm in e<Jipmert. It is also ITPf recoleclion 
thal before the 10th of March, someone ptJ a stop to B Trp standing down because of the enemy build up for the Easter Offensive. In short order, B Trp git al the eqlipmeit 
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and people back. Artf#~. by the 81h we were down to just a couple of ships to haul siwlies arollld and these were being mcmed by crews from other Iris thal wwd 
take them from us. We had tlmed in abot.t four Cobras and just a few LOHs and Hueys, less than half our authorized TO&E for shipmert back to the Stales. We knew we'd 
never see those ai.rcraft again as the prDCe<Ue called from them to be sert to Corpus Ctristy to be rebuil A Trp's Colors, some eqtipmert, and ;JSt a few people were 
sert to Ft Hood. Abru 50% of our TO&E eqliplnert, mostly maintenance stuff, was sert to Ft. Bragg. I believe 17 Os and 35 EM reported to Cam RMg and we were Dla 
of there on the 151h heading for Bragg as wel. The Army had plans to convert the 1/17111 CAV into an ACS. This is a story and a half by iself. Many a former 7 /17er (Dick 
Marshal, Bob Hefford, Lou Hemies, myself) would COITITlafld this Sqdn and many more served in l When MAJ Tlncek arrived al Bragg after tis leave, there was a smal 
detachmert there wih B Models .-med wilh SS-11 s, the old pre-TOW French made arn-tri missie. He had an irterview wih the senior Avicmon officer there and eiher 
vokneered or was vouteered to take ttis detachmert back to Vietnam to serve as a SS-11 NITT. So he wert back for 6 weeks TDY wtile the rest of us formed D TIJl 
(Prov) 1/17111 CAV. He was an lnf.n,y officer and when we retlmed from TDY we had to get him to branch transfer to Annor so we could keep D Trp aive. Oh, the joys of 
the peace tine Army!! As a final note concernilg A Trp and to make certain the record is straigtt, I joined them on JLfi 4, 1971. From that line lrd we stood down, no 
one was kied in the Troop. Now dlmg ttis time we reassigned guys to other Iris and they died there, but no one died in A Trp dlmg those nine l'Tllnhs. 

Aprl - Ea'tt in the morth, C Trp moved ils operalional base from Lane to the old medevac barracks at Camp HoUow~ and began working the area aroood Ben Het and Dak To 
because of the NVA build-up in the area. They knew the move was tempora,y, so they left their admin and maintenance support al Lane. Al schedued or heavy mairtenance was 
done al Lane; tu if they needed something in a IUTy they worked with B Trp al Camp Hollow~. On the 3rd, C Trp helped defeat the NVA force thal had OVerTUI part of FB Dela 
On the 181h, the S(Jmon Headqualters, HHT and A Trp officially stood down and departed Vietnam. A Trp, as merdioned e.ner, actualy left on the Mil'ch 151h. B Trp was 
redesi!J)aed H Trp 17 Cav. On the 19111, the ARVN abandoned Hoai An, a district headquarters on QL506 south of Bong Son, very hastily and left the Americal acMsors to thei 
own fate. Sheehal's book cortai1s a glowing accout of how L TC Jack Anderson, still flying the RlAhless 6 C&C with 50 cal doorgms, rescued the advisors as the door!JlllerS 
kied NVA on 25 ya-ds from the stip. The problem begil'1 on the 9th when the NVA finally took LZ POO)' (famous from the 1st Cav days) and the ARVN kept falling back to Hoai 
An. By the end of the ITIOlihthe whole of northern BirtJ Dim Province, including LZ Engish, fel to the NVA. On the 19111, C Trp was sert sotJhwest of Pleikuto work a-Otlld a FB 
thal had been mortil'ed pretty bad for the last few niglts. The Scot1s hadn't been on the VA longer than 30 seconds when the ScOIJ Platoon Lcr sta-ted yeling: 'We've got people 
down here ... taking fi'e". The LOH was shot down and started to bun. CW2 Steward was the wing and hovered over the wreck doiJg 360s to keep the flames down so the crew 
crud get OIJ. He tuig nthere and tuig nthere; tu CPTThomas s. Powell died in the LOH. On the 30th, C Trp was officially redesignaled H Trp 10 Cav. VHPA Member Smey 
Lyons, the last c Trp Cmcr and the only co H/10 would know in Vietnam, recals: 

For a tine cuing the morth, C Trp had been known as At Cav Troop 11, MR II tu we were finally named IV10th Cav. To many guys, however, ii was stl Charle Troop. 
Even tholql we were one of the last avialion ll1ils to leave Vietnam, he cormued to fln:lion as an ACT lDil the very end. We 'lost" our ARP due to a moralorun abw 
piitilg the BkJeS on the grOllld. Basicaly, they could cny be inserted to help rescue a downed crew. They were bored OIJ of their milds and were sady misused by OIi' 
ligler. When we did need them and used them I was lucky to get two squads assembled. Sometimes we would use them to protect 11'1 ll while we inserted a ager ARVN 
force just to keep them trailed. Basicaly we supported two organizations; the 9th ARVN Div from north of Anson all the w~ to LZ Engish and the American Consuate in 
Qui Nhon which was basically the CIA. They had a sumer of mercena,y forces thal use to operate al over MR II and across the fence. AJ. fi'st we only inserted them il1d 
let them walk OIJ. They were orierta, mosll'f Ctinese, cressed like VC and NVA and carried their weapons. It took us a long tine to work up the courage to lilld in a PZ and 
let those sort of fol( come nmilg al you and cinb in your ship!! We had a good relalionship with the CIA fol( - they realy liked us and did us lots of favors. 

May • We have very little in the w~ of official tistorical informalion for ttis moith. Luckily we have VHPA Member Rick Sheppa-d who remembers: 

I Cell remerroer flying G111 cover for the B Model TCJN stips. They had six nissiles on a side and had to fly a pretty steaa,, line towa-d the target. We took a lot of hits whie 
coverilg those guys; they were so slow. They shot a lot of tanks. Some were US made thal the ARVN had abandoned, some were NVA that were not fijy fmctiona, and 
some were very operational and did everything they could to avoid these ships. AJ. one poirt the NVA had set up a 51 cal n a tower and nolhing could take il OIJ. A TON 
ship came in on almost a flal approach and blew il aw~. Thal was a thing of beaiJy!! Let me teU you a little about the two guys thal were kied abOIJ ttis tine. Day! was 
ill lnf.n,y type and for 30 to 60 days had been on one of the FBs on Rocket Ridge they were thal short of American advisors. He had retlmed to the Trp, gotten checked 
OIJ again and was flying as a Sew again. W~oxson had previously flown in the Lift for about 8 months and had volurteered for the Scot1s because he tel 'he was not 
cortribtmg enotq1'. On the 25111, 1 LT Daryl R. Kunzler was the pilot of an W1 O LOH and 1 LT Robert F. WUcoxson was the observer on a rrission sOIJh of Komm. They 
reported NVA troops and vokneered to make a second pass. They were shot down and bolh died. 

J11111 - On the 2nd, IV1O was working al the Rockpile by QL 14 sOIJh of KonlUm. VHPA Member Rick Sheppard remembers: 

A 57111 AHC Cobra wert down and was burling. One of the main blades had CL( itothe pilot's compartment and was trapping the pilot. CPT SU!le, H Trp's XO al the tine, 
was flying C&C and was on short final to lilld and help rescue the Cougar crew. The ship started taking 51 cal fire and CPT Frederick N. SWtle, Jr. was hiland died of these 
wWlds. 

July - On the 26th, whie working the LZ Crystal and Tam Quan area an W1 O Cobra crashed and tuned. W01 Harold McCaslln, Jr. died of a broken neck in this crash. Lany 
Riclwds was also a pilot in this aircraft. He tried to get OIJ of the wreck but feU back ito the burling ship. The C&C landed, the EM got OIJ to try to help and the pilots hovered 
the Huey over the blming Snake to try to c01Vol the flames. They were able to get Larry OIJ tu he was badly blrned. 

August • Need lots of help here!! 

September • Need lots of help here!! 

October • Need lots of help here!! 

Nowember - Need lots of help here!! 

December • Need lots of help here!! 

Y• End Swnmary - After four and a half yea-s, the Sq<i1 officially left Vietnam and was stationed back to Ft. Knox. The HQ and HHT persomel had been fmctioning like ill 
Aviation Battalion or even a Group than ill ACS dlmg ils last few months in Vietnam. A T rp stood down with most of ils persomel goilg to Ft Bragg and some of ils ~ 
going wih the colors to Ft Hood. Band C Trps remained in Vietnam tu had 111ei' names changed. 

1973 
The prinary source materials for this yeil' a-e: For H Troop, 10th Cav, a Yearbook tilled '1972 Anson" which has ten significilt pages. For H Troop, 17th Cav, nothing. 

January• Dlling the last few weeks, W1O split ils operation by sending abotJ two thirds of the Trp to Xua1 Loe. This was during the 'lilldgrab' or 'War of the flags' period when 
both sides alll!01)ted to OCCl4JY as nu:h territory as possible in armcipalalion of the Cease Fire being signed. H Trp helped keep this il'ea in ARVN ha1ds as the NVA att~ed 
to seize l 

February• On the 26th, both H Trps stood down and departed Vietnam. Several of their pilots wert on to fly for the Jon Mililaly CDlmlission (JMC) for the next cOl4)le months 
inl al American troops were wihcrawn. 

A salute to the 7/17th Cav 
There a-e many reasons why I set OIJ to presert the tistory of one A~ Cavalry Squacron from ils deploymert to ils departLre from Vietnam. Fi-st, I beleve thal colecting and 
pt.t>lshing the tistories of Vietnam Era avicmon Iris is something thal the VHPA can do second to none. I hope this history of the 7 /17th ilkJstrales thal poit! Second, previous 
VHPA Orectories inckxled the tistory of Army aviations companies and Marines squacrons for selected periods of tine. It seemed logical thal we shoud try a ager ll1il for the 
erue tine il was in Vietnam. U<e most VHPAers, I was proud of the Iris I served with in Vietnam. So the ttird reason is that I wilted to see the tistory of my Squadron recorded 
somewhere for Qone and everyone to read. The sad part is that, no stOIY is ever COMPLETE. Every tine I cal another 7/17er, I lea'Oed something new. I am wel awil'e thal 
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llere a,e rnaiy, rnaiy i.told stories still 'locked in people's heads"; bti at least I took the lime ax! made the effort to record a few of them! Please see the References lDI Cnds 
page for a complete ist of comi>!Jors. All corrections, additions, deletions, convn~l1S. etc. should be sert to VHPAHeadquarters or-directly to Mike Law or Bil Gr~ 

~ preserted to the VHPA by Mike Law. 

7/17 cavalry Honor Roll 
Ma follows is the roster of all those who died in Vietnam while serving n the 7/17 Cav. 

Uni Name Rank Platoon Date Status Unit Name Rank Platoon Date Status 

A Andersen. Cim; L. W01 Sc<U 13SEP68 C Newton, Warren E. SP4 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
A Beaver, John D. PFC Inf 8MAR68 A O'DonneU, Jotr, SGT Sc<U 12JUN68 
C Borr' Jeffrey W01 Sc<U 9SEP69 C Petteys, James B. W01 Goo 15JAN69 
A Bruce, Robert G. W01 Sccu 20MAY71 B PbllliPs, David J . . SGT Sc<U 8MAR69 
A . Bryart, John D. W01 Sc<U 8DEC70 C Phipps, James L. • W01 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
B Carperter, W-er A. W01 Sc<U 8MAR69 C Pllk, Robert H. SFC Sc<U 19JUN70 
C Cox, Slerilg E. 1LT Goo 15JAN69 · c Powel, Thomas S. CPT Sc<U 19APR72 • 
A Craig, JclTleS H. SP5 23MAY70 A • Pllilhls, Dale S. SP4 Sc<U 20FEB68 
B Crouse, Edgil" F. Jr. W01 Sc<U 20JUL70 e Rabren, Lany W. WO Sc<U 30APR70 
B Dance, Robert L. 1LT Scott· 8AUG69 C Rainos, Ranier S. W01 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
C Denney, Terry L. W01 Sc<U 9SEP69 A Robinson, Gus CPT Sc<U 12APR70 • 
C Dewey, D.m,'L. W01 5JUN70 A Schultz, Romie B. SP4 29FEB68 
C Dickus, Michael J. W01 Sc<U 18JUL70 A Scott. Herbert W. W01 Sc<U 12JUN68 
B Dugan, Edward M. SP5 Sc<U 3JUN70 C Secrist, Fred J. PFC Goo 9JAN68 
B Evans, Rooald L. CW2 29APR71, D Smith, C~E. SSG Inf 7JUL69 
B Everts, Jack C. SP5 Sc<U 30APR70, · A ·Smith, GregoiyA ._ W01_ Scolf 20MAY71 
C Exner, Fred A. Ill W01 Sc<U . 20NOV69 H/1.0- s .... Frederick N~Jr .. CPT • C&C· .,, 2JUL72 
B Finch. Metro W. CPT Sc<U 30MAR72 -Mic A Tarneyaza, 'Noe . SP4 • Sau ;; • 2NOV68 
C Fury, JcmesD. 1LT Sc<U 5FEB69 .A •• • Turlej, Richa':il l. .SSG Scott •· 25APR69 
C Garrlltl, Alonzo . S~4 Sc<U 11APR70 A. Turner, John M; . ,, W01 Scotl . · 26MAR69 
B Grega, George W. ON2. Sc<U 2NOV69 A Wagner, Mcivin L CW2 Sccu 21JUL70 
B Gr11111,Slri!y SGT Sclll( • 21NOV68 A ,rtaller, Douglas A . . CW2 • Scciti, :·: 18MAY68 
A Jackson, Herma, H. . ... SGT Sc<U 3MAY68 A Wallace, lan/ J . • • . 1LT Sc<U 21J.UL70 
A JICObl Thomas G. • W01 Sc<U 13SEP68, B. ·• Webb, Earl_R.~r, a SP4 .. • : ~UN70 
C ?J~ Edw•d°:A .. • • SP4 C&C 25FEB71 . ,., B Webb, Mark J. _ W01 Sc<U • 20JUL70 
D Johnson, Pu E. PFC. Inf 7JUL69 B Wllkling, Clifford K. · • ·1JT Sc<U ·• 21 NOV68 
A Kacsock;Waler J. SP4 Sc<U 21JUL70 D . Wut. Janes L. : SP-4 Inf 20FEB68 
B Koeppen, Eric R._ . W01 Goo 11JUL68 B Wutra, Leroy J . . · W01 • ?~ • • · 25MAY71 
H/10 Klnlllr' Daryl R. W01 Scotl 25MAY72 H/10 WIicoxson, Robert F .. W01 Sc<U 25tAAY72 
C 1.ancaster;·Davld C. W01 Goo 21MAR71 A WIik, Joseph F . . ' • 1LT • Seed- 26tAAR69 
C Langham, Gneld •· · • PFC Inf 15JAN69 A WoodMI, Alon D: •• SSG -" Scoit 25APR69 
C Low, JclTleS B. W01 • 'Goo 3APR71 A wr~ Pliiip·G . . ;. -W01:-SCCU 21,JUL70 
A Mallette, Avon N_. WO Sc<U . j9DEC70 D Y011111, ColonD. • • SP4 ; Inf 7JUL69 
C Mnhel, JclTleS W. W01 ,Goo • ·21MAR71 ? .. 1st KIA EM Inf · ?NOV67 
C Mutrn, Edwa,d J . . SP4 Inf · ·270CT68 A ?, ? EM . Scott 15APR70 
B Mattia,SNrllelJ. W01 ? 8AUG69- A ?, ? r 

... 
E~ Scoti 8MAY70 

H/10 McCalln, HNold Jr. • W01 Goo. • ~UL72._ A ?, ? . EM Scoti .·· 19NOV70 
A McCloyn, J<lsePI, SP5 Sc<U 24FEB68 . C Skinny New Guy EM • ? 2?FEB71 
B McKlbben, Ray SGT Inf 6DEC68 •. 
C Modin, Rictlil'd S . . • SP4 16MAY70 , 

--~ -

Abbreviations used In this narrative: 

AA Am-Ai'craft ATT Adv~ Tactical W~ • <;met Conmn!er .. 
ABN Aibome AUH Arrual Unii History . - ; 

co •• -: COfl1lclW 
AC Ai'craft Conmander AUHS ArriJal Unit History Supplimert CONARC. Cormertal Arrrrt Comrnaid 
ACR Armored Cavay Regimert AVN Aviml CONUS Cormerta United~ 
ACS Ai' Cavay Squao'on AW Aerial Weapons CP Command Post 
ACT Ai' Cavay Troop AWC Aerial Weapons Compcriy CRID ROK Caplal lnfartry Division 

t AH Attack Helcopter BOA Borne Damage Assessmert cs C001)0sle Service (a tea- gas) } 
, AHC Assd Helcopter C~any BOE Brigade CSAB Coml>a ~Aviml Blmaion 
, AHP Amrt~ Bn Blmaion DA Depatmert of the Arrrrt 
I AIT Advanced ln<lviwal Tramg Bl &Gery DEROS Dlfe Eigl)le for Retool from overseas 

AM Ak.miun M.-mg C&C Corrvnand ax! Comol Del Detactmert 
AO Area of OperiDIOS CAB Cornbcf Aviml &Gaion Div Division 

l ARP Aerial Rifle Platoon CAG Cornbcf Aviation Gr~ EM EnistedMen 
ARST Aerial RecomaisScllCe and Seany Troop CARS Cornbcf Arms Regimertal System ENG Engineer 
ARlY Altiery CAV Cavaky E&E Escape and Evade 
ARVN Amrt of the RepUlic of Vietnam . Cl)9 _ Cornbcf Developmerts .Off.ice FB F'i'e Base 
ASHC Assu ~ Hl!lieopter c~ CG ;Comrncllding General FM · Frequence Moclited 
AAP Asphal Aunin.m Plri CIDG C_ivian Irr~ Defense Group . FNG Fu_ ing New Guy 
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FSB FhStW(Jl18ase Opns OperiDlllS 
H&I Harassmert arid lrter<iction 
HHT ,. Head<µlters arid Headquarters Troop 

OR-LL OpercDll'lS Report - Lessons Le.med 
POL Petrolellrl Oil arid Llilricns 

HQ H~ PON Prisoner of War 
IFR lnstnmert fi!jt fUes PROV Provisional 
INF lnfmy PSP Pierced Steel Plank 
IP Instructor Pb PZ ~ Zone 
LOH Lqt ObselviDlll Heicopter ~ Regimert 
LRRP Long RalQe Recomaisance P~ol Reg Regimert 
LZ Lillli'lg Zone RLO Real Live Officer 
MPC Millary Paper C11Tency(?) ROAD Reorganized ArrrtJ Division 
MED Me<ical ROK Repljllic of Korea 
Ml Millary lrteligence RON Remain over 1191 
MIA Missilg In Action RR Recoiless Rifle 
Nm New E~ Training Tec111 RTO Radio Telephone Operator 
NVA North Vietncmese ArrrtJ S-1 Sqdn or Bn PersorVlel Officer 
OBS ObselviDlll S-2 Sqdn or Bn lrteigence Officer 
0 Ckb Officers' Ckb S-3 Sqdn or 8n Operations Officer 
OD owe<i.t> 5-4 Sqdn or Bn Logicial Officer 
OH ObselviDlll Heicopter S-5 Sqdn or Bn Civil Affairs Officer 
OJT On the job tramg SA SmalArms 
OP ObselviDlll Post SF Special Forces 
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SOP Siniard Operatilg Procecue 
SP Self Propeled 
Sqdn S(Jmon 
STZ Special Tactical Zone 
SVAF Sot.ch Vietnamese At Force 
TAC Tactical At Control 
TC Trarisportation Corps 
mv T~cry OtJy 
TF Task Force 
TOC Tactical OperiDlllS Certer 
TO&E Table of OrgaizcDlll arid Equipmert 
TOE Scl11e as TO&E 
Trp Troop 
UH Utiiy Heicopter 
.USAF United States At Force 
VC Vietnamese Cormuist 
VHF Very High fre<µlOCy 

VA VISUal Reconnassaice 
WABTOC ~ed By Theater of OperiDlllS 

WP Wtie Phosphorus 
XM Experinertal 
XO Execuive Officer 
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The History of the 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry 
The reader is encouraged to review the isl of abbreviations as weU as the fist of References and Credits presented at the end of this narrative. In connection with this narr 
the reader can benefi by using the two page ctv-onology, the fist of awards and citations, the leadership roster, the Honor RoU of all the KWMIA, the illustrations of the base c 
and the alphabetic roster of every pilot known to have served in the 7 /17th Cav. 

Background Information - The Lineage of Air Cavalry 
The legacy of the At Cavalry concept is available from several sources. Lawrence 'Hank" Johnson's "Winged Sabers' contains a very concise rendition, so we will quote libef 
from it for the benefit of those that have not yet had the pleasure of reading this fine book. 

Led by vertical envelopmerll proponerts such as L TG James M. Gavin, World War II corrvnander of the 82nd Abn Div, the army continued to experimert with refinemerel 
the concept During 1955-56 tests were conducted with an experimental unit known as 'Sky Cav". This unit combined tight tanks, reinforced infantry, and helicop1e,I 
flJ1ction as a cohesive, three-dimensional unit The test results proved less effective than the army had hoped, but in 1956 each of two airt>ome divisions was autlol 
an aibome reconnaissance troop (Sky Cav). With the advent of the Combat Arms Regimental System (CARS) in 1957, these embryonic air cavalry units were de • 
A Troop (Reccmaissance) (Aviation), 17th Cavalry, 82nd Abn Div; and B Troop (Reconnaissance) (Aviation), 17th Cavalry, 101 stAbn Div. The term 'Sky Cav" was~ 
wilh no standardized Table of Organization and Equipment (TO&E). On 26 Feb 1957, the Sky Cavalry Platoon (Provisional) was activated at Ft Rucker. Its stated ...... - ~,,_-:­
was to fooclion as a test vehicle for the development of aerial reconnaissance concepts and systems for the army. 

F..- from the glory of prestigious line units, in an obscure "think tank' at Ft Rucker, a group of incredibly far-sighted ·madmen• were at work. Assigned to the Army A 
Certer's Comba Developments Office (COO) in the late 1950s, the group labored intensively to develop an armed heMcopter strike force within the army. With~ 
leaderstip from COL Jay D. Vanderpool, and later from COL Delk M. Oden, 'Vanderpool's Fools' of COO fought a tough, uphil ballle. Utilizing the assets and experience II 
the Sky Cavalry Plaoon (Prov.), the 7292nd Aerial Combat Reconnaissance Company was formed at Tiger Port, Ft Rucker, on 24 Mar 1958. Referred to as 'the 
Compaiy", the unit was irtended to serve as a test bed for all COO concepts. Ttvough both cortinued experimentation and the influence of former cavalry officers at COQ, 
the Lf1l would evolve in strucll.re and would come to resemble the highly successful armored reconnaissance troop of World Wa1 II. It cortained aero-weapons, aero-SCWI, 
and aimobile infcl"ltry, ail combined to form a helibome strike force. Its resemblance to the future air cavalry troop was more than coincidence. 

In 1959 the Continental Army Command (CONARC) directed the Armor and Aviation Schools to develop the mission statement and TO&E for an Aerial Reconnaissance 
Security Troop (ARSD. The first ARST was activated at Ft Rucker, on 24 Sep 1962, using the assets and expertise of the 8305th ACR, formerly the 7292nd ACR. I 
ARSTwas designated D Trp (At), 17th Cav, and would further by redesignated B Trp 3117th Cav on 7 Feb 1963. As part of an army-wide move to update tactical effecliveoett, 
the Reorganization Objective Army Division (ROAD) program was initiated in 1962. A major provision of ROAD was to authorize an air cavalry troop (ACD in each cwislon'I 
armored cavalry squadron. Unfortunately, time has blurred which unit was the first air cavalry troop. Some sources credit the ACIVARST, others D Trp (Air), 4th Sqm, 1 
Cav at Ft C..-son, and others D T rp (At), 2nd Sqdn, 15th Cav which was part of the 4th Armored Div in Germany. For the first time in its history, the army possessed I 
self-cortained airmobile combined arms strike force. From its inception, the ACT was designed to be the only combat aviation unit tailored specifically for aggressive, offens,-e 
tactical operations. There was no doubt in the minds of Vanderpool's Fools that they had created the most tactically innovative and efficierlt organization to appe..- on 
battlefield in decades. 

COOCL1Tert with the developments occurring at Ft Rucker, a select group of officers \'.,'ith expertise in airmobUe concepts was convened in 1962. Though formally designal .. 
the Army Tactical Mobility Requiremerts Bo..-d, it soon came to be known as the Howze Board, after its chairman, GEN Hamilton H. Howze. Perhaps the most signilul 
contribution of the Howze Board was the recorrvnendation that the army field a iesr airmobWe division, and that a sub-element of that organization be an air cavalry squaa 
(ACS). On 19 Mar 1964, 3rd Sqdn, 17th At Cav was activated at Ft Benning, as a portion of the incremental build-up of the 11th Air Assault Div. On 3 Ju 1965, the 11 
At Assault was redesignated the 1st Cavalry Div, and the 3117th Cav became the 119th Cav. 

Background Information - Air Cavalry in Vietnam 
The first ACS to deploy to Vietnam was, of course, the 119th Cav with the 1st Cav Div in Sep, 1965. The first divisional ACT to deploy was 0/1/ 4 Cav with the 1st Inf Div in ~ 
1965. Their experiences and combat contribt.tions in Vietnam during 1965 and 1966 are part of 'air cavalry sacred scripture•. Thei.' successes led the army to atJhorize mart 
ACSs. In Nov, 1966, the 3/17 and the 7 /17 ACSs were activated at Ft. Knox. In the Spring of 1967, the 7 /1 ACS was activated at Ft Knox. DurVJg the transformation of the 101 
Aibome Div to an airmobUe division, the 2/17 was converted to an ACS. Each of the 28 ACTs and 5 ACSs that served in Vietnam added honorable and glorious chapters to 
cavi!Jly history. It is no coincidence that seven ACTs were the last U.S. combat elements to depart Vietnam on 26 Feb 1973. 

1966 

Activation 

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry was 
activated on 25 Nov by General Order 249, Headquarters, US Army Armor Center, Ft Knox, 
KY dated 25 Nov 1966 under TOE 17-9 Oct The photo shows L TC Lawrence H. Jolvlson, 
Jr., received the squadron's colors from MG A.O. Surles, Jr., then CG of the US Army Armor 
Certer. Godman Army Air Field at Ft Knox would be 'home' for both the 3/17 and the 7 /17 
for the next nine months. Retired COL and VHPA Member 'Pete" Jomson provides some 
extra detais. 

Armor Branch knew they were going to activate the two squadrons so they began 
poslioning cliical personnel and equipmert at Ft Knox during the FaH. I.arrived in 
October and by late November it was gelling cold and there were too many leaves 
covering the golf course; so we had to go to work. Most of the Hueys were already at 
Godman. At that time Ft Knox was still 'locked in the CON US mentality' but we were 
a combat lri most likely destined for Vietnam so I wanted to be different. We started 
wenig subdued insignia and name tags. I wanted a unit patch that would help build 
esprit de corps like the units in Vietnam. 
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uadron Patch 
L TC Johnson's son, Hank Johnson, (mentioned above as the author of 'Winged Sabers'), designed the RIJhless Riders 
patch. L TC Johnson liked the 17th Cavalry crest and wanted the 7/17 patch to show a clear relationship. Hank crew 
several variations and L TC Johnson submitted the one he liked to various patch makers. The SJll.' centered in the p.tch 
was taken from the 17th Cavalry crest and represents the horse cavalry heritage as wel the concept of flying cavalry 
because the 17th Cav crest also has wings. The superimposed lightning bolt came from the R. Knox armored triangle 
patch and symbolized the speed, power, and strength that air and ground vehicles give to the modern cavalry. The flasher 
with the words RUTHLESS RIDERS appears beneath the circular patch. LTC Johnson.believed that RUTHLESS RIDERS 
was a fitting handle for a unit that was going to kick butt. The history of the patch and how the 7 /17th used l is also 
interesting. Initially it was only available on OD cloth with black tines and letters. When painted on aircratt, l was called 
the "electric horseshoe• with a white or silver spur and a yellow lightning bolt on a black background. Hank prepared the 
master stencil and still maintains that ii should be the 'electric spur". The "electric horseshoe" stayed on the nose for 
some years but photos from the 1970-1971 period show the 7 and 17 numerals on the large crossed sabers (made 
popular by the 1 Cav folks) on the nose of the Hueys and LOHs and on the front of the doghouse on the Cobras. About 
that same time a colored patch was made in Vietnam as well as those metal 'beer can' crests that people liked to wear. 
Afr/way, if you want to get into this subject more, contact Hank - he loves it and can go on for hotl's. 

1967 

primary SOll'ce materials for this year are: For HHT, the 14 page initial Annual Unit History (AUH) prepared by CPT Michael G. Law. For A Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by 
LT Robert J. Gibson. For B Trp, the 31 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Richard L. Montgomery. For C Trp three documents: the 12 page AUNS prepared by CPT Cornelius C. Holcomb, 
, a single page history submitted as part of the 14th CAB's Yearbook, and the 21 page 1967-1968 1/1 st Cav yearbook. For D Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by LT Brack 

, Jr. For the Sqdn, nothing. 

uary -The sqdn's line troops were all officially activated on 4 Feb though they physically existed prior to that. Prior to this date, HHT carried everyone in the sqdn on ls morning 
clld other administrative documerts. Each of the five troop AUHs for the pre-deployment period contains various details about the building refurbislvnent they had to do 

rt Knox, the equipment they received almost on a daily basis, the groups of Warrant Officer flight class and various enlisted class graduates they received, etc., etc. Richard 
gomery, who prepared B Troop's initial unit history, provided over ten pages detailing the training activities. What follows is an attempt to sunmarize the hard work and long 
s expended <Dilg this period. 

S-3 organized the Squadron Master Training Schedule as personnel from the various schools began to arrive. The four letter Troops were assigned areas of responsibility 
appointed committees to develop the training lessons. For example, A Trp was responsible for all scout personnel, B Trp for repeUing techniques, and D Trp for ilfantry and 
plaoons. The scout training, conducted from 13 Mar to 6 May, included extensive map reading, types of reconnaissance, observer and gurvier training, piot qualificaions 
standardization in the OH-6A, XM-27 weapons system familiarization, etc. Not only did each individual need refresher and specialized skill training, but also squads, crews, 
teams had to be trained as units. Then SOPs were written, practiced, debugged and learned. Platoon IPs and ACs were selected and trained. There were several 'horror 
• • from this period; like weapons systems issued with missing components, the non-availability of OH-6As, last minute qualifications for the M-5 grenade lalllcher, not enough 

of some types of training, not enough time for the Troops to conduct advanced unit training, etc. A good example was the 'long rotn!' problem. The XM-21 systems for 
UH-1 Cs were plagued with excessive stoppages. Repeated "corrvnunications• with the Army Weapons Command resulted in having two DA civilians spend some time a R. 

The team discovered that many of the problems were due to a poorly designed ammunition box adapter and the misatigrvnent of ammunition trays and crossover drives. 
tlekl mo<ificalion was developed and the Ft. Knox machine-shop provided the equipment that solved this problem. The histories contain many 'brigtt spots• which illustrates 

resou-cefulness and determination of these men. Examples are: the use of training facilities outside of Ft. Knox such as Camp Atterbury, IN and the Mountain Ranger Camp 
Dahlonega, GA; insuring maintenance personnel were enroUed in many speciality courses, using Charlie Models to train Scouts until enough OH-6As arrived, putting observers 
any aircraft that was going anywhere just so they could gain the experience, etc. 

-The individual Troops emphasized field training exercises in the Green River area 

VHPA Member Randy Bresnik provides: Early in January, Bob Young, Jim Jackson, and I went to Rucker and became the Sqdn's first LOH IPs. I really enjoyed thal aircraft 
m beilg an IP! In fact, my last three months in Vietnam I was sert TOY from the Sqdn to the OH-6A NETT in Vung Tau. But in those e~ days, I worked in the S-3 shop 
as the Assistant S-3 until MAJ Hefford took thal slo~ then I was a Liaison Officer. Besides working on the Master Training Schedule, I had the responsibility to go to areas 
of land thal the local farmers had registered in the soil bank. Assigned with me was a fine civilian from the Army Corps of Engineers to handle the necessary paperwork and 
between the two of us, we managed to obtain approximately 5,000 acres of unused farm fields and wooded areas, very willingly, for the training of the 'boys goin' to Vietnam". 
These six toe~ sites were used by our helicopters as landing and field training areas. By the time we were through with this task, I could talk about how poor the strawberries 
were doing this year because of the abundance of rain, how Uncle Luke's lumbago has been giving him fits for months, and a myriad of other important topics. It was a very 
heartwarming experience to find the 'Quiet Majority" willing to do most anything for the men going to war. 

-Advanced sqdn level training began with road and air movement to Camp Dawson, WV. During the last half of July the emphasis was on weapons qualifications. _For example, 
-27 qualifications al Wdcox Lake Range 13 - 19 Jul. The Infantry qualified in their primary weapons plus an alternate. . 

- Sqdn level A TTs were conducted in the Green River area near CampbeUsville, KY. Personnel from the forming 7/1 st Cav served as aggressors. The tests were admiristered 
the US Army Aviation Group (PROV) al Ft. Knox. There was also an Air Cavalry demonstration to the US Military Academy corps. About mid-month the equipmert started 
ing to Mobile, AL for ship loading. On the 28th the 87 organic sqdn aircraft departed Ft. Knox for Sharp Army Depot in Lathrop, CA. While the aircraft were being prepared 

overseas stipmert, the soldiers took personal leave. 

aber - On the 9th the sqdn's main body was airlifted from Standford Field, Louisville, KY to Oakland Army Terminal, Oakland, CA. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some interesting details. I completed turbine helicopter mechanic school at Ft. Eustis during July and was assigned to B Trp just a few 
weeks prior to the Sqdn A TT in early August. While al Ft. Eustis I was told that I would spend at least several months in a maintenance facility before I had even a change to 
join a flight crew; on arrival at Ft. Know I was promptly assigned to a new UH-1 H as the crewchief! To this day I am mildly surprised thal I didn't kill myself or someone else 
while acquiring my 'OJT' with the Bravo Trp Blues!! But what I have to say about our airlift to California might be interesting. Wha really happened was thal we loaded orto 
contract air carriers, flying 707s, at Louisville airport with full webgear, packs and weapons. When we got off our airplane at San Francisco lrtemational, you guessed k, 
we were at the wrong end of the terminal from where our busses wailed to take us to the ship. The obvious answer - march the troops to the busses. I wi never forget the 
spectacle of several hundred combat troops marching down the main concourse of SFO in a column of fours!! Remember that the 'Smmer of Love• was in full swing there. 

• The place was packed with hippies, earth mothers, flower children and acid rockers, all of whom flat panicked. They though someone had flipped out and declared nmial 
law. We saw several break for the bathrooms to flush their dope or just make for the nearest exit as fast as they could. We tried to tell them to relax because we were just 
passing through, but nobody listened to us. Even the reguar citizens and business passengers seemed pretty blown away by this siglt. 

the 10th they boarded the USNS General Nelson M. Walker and departed for Vietnam. On the 27th the Sqdn came ashore at Qui Nhon, RVN and was trucked to Camp Enari, 
Pleiku. It was assigned to the 17th CAG of the 1st Avn Bde and attached to the 4th Infantry Div based at Camp Enari. Almost to the man anyone that went over with the Sqdn 

gladly tell you a least two 'War stories"; so we will let VHPA Member Don Williams teU them for everyone: 
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There were allot.( 5,000 guys on the Walker and eclrt)' in the voyage they had us tum in all our American money for MPC scl1)l. Well most everyone I knew kept a $20 hi 
or something back. The bNlt was not scheduled to stop enroute but broke a shaft or something and needed to put into Subic Bay. We got the word that there wouldn't h• 
anyone allowed ashore but ftnally in the late afternoon we were told we could leave at 1800 and had to return at 2400. Needless to say but there was a mad rush to 111, 
bars and everyone 'found" some American money to spend. The object of the game seemed to be to drink as much as you could as quickly as you could. The poor o Ck•i 
took a serious hit that night. It wasn't long before guys were dancing on top of the piano and when its legs broke, breaking other things seemed to be the next logic st1111 
Fimiture ended up through the windows and irto the pool. They had several one armed bandits and guys were playing them. If the machine didn't work •correctly' alt rn , 
coin was inserted, it was taken off the wall and deposited someplace. Anyway, it seems that the base commander's cap was on the top rack and someone in C Trp deculud 
"We needed it" as a memento of the 'battle of Subic Bay". The next morning there were several reasons why the boat wasn't allowed to sail. It seems there was at least 1w• 
good hearted Navy guy that hying to join the Army ... at least he was sleeping it off with lots of his drinking buddies. The Sqdn's XO was the senior officer on the boat su 111 
was the lucky guy to receive the "good news· from the Navy guys. Then the word went down that either we gave the hat back or paid for it or else. Jack luden, the G111 
Plat Ldr, heard this and 'figured' his people probably had the hat; so he wrote a $45 check and the Admiral's hat became a C Trp treasure. The second story is nut :~, 
parochial to C Trp but can heard from most anyone that deployed with the Sqdn. It relates to the trip from Qui Nhon to Enari. The main body was loaded into trucks wait 
their personal gear and weapons and convoyed over the Mang Yang Pass to Pleiku. Everyone had heard all the stories aboti the 1st Cav and the famous ambush 011111 
French Mobile Group 100. Being aviators, they really didn't trust trucks. To top everything off, they were not given any ammo. Luckily the bad guys didn't take adva11l ,1!JG 
of this because even a rather small force could have had themselves an entire ACS that day! 

First Base Camp 
Upon arrival the 7117th was housed in WABTOCs tents in the northeast comer of the Camp Enari base camp. The 4th Div Engineers had built a new perimeter road about 11~1 
meters east of the former line and along the entire east end of Enari. They assigned the Sqdn this 'large track of mud" laid oti for a biUeting area and motor park as well as 11111 
IUhless Heliport for aircraft parking and maintenance areas. For the next several weeks everyone helped build the new camp while conducting in- country training and settincJ ,~, 
shop. The tetts were wired for electricity and priority given to building a mess hall, latrines, and showers. As most everyone can remember, we were always building somelhu Ill 
and nothing was ever finished in Vietnam. The camp diagrams at the end of this history was included in the HHT ~ history for the period ending 1968 and may help us rememl H~ 
the relative posmon of some of the places we helped build, where we lived or worked. 

VHPA Member Al IUer remembers: I joined the 7117th in late Jan from Ft. Rucker and commanded B Trp from the time it was formed. I really loved B Trp and the men wlw, 
served in it. I took considerable joy in the fact that it matured into a top notch ACT. Not only did we start with brand new flight officers but I remember all our lnfanby peuplo 
were rigtt <lit of AIT except for PSG Crites. In fact. we had to get special DA authorization to make SGT E-5 squad leaders because there were no other EM in these una:, 
Three B Trp senior officers (Doty, Earwood, and Longhoffer) would serve as Trp Cmdrs which says something about how we'd progressed. I'd say I had a good relationsh111 
with LTC 'Pete' Johnson bl.the really shocked me one day in mid-Dec. B Trp had only been conducting its own combat operations for five weeks or so and I really enjoy1:d 
leading and experiencing those operations. Anyway, one evening he came into my office and said: •Your relieved of your command!' WeU for a career soldier and becau:,11 
I couldn't think of anything I'd done, or hadn't done, to hear those words was really terrible! He smiled and said that he was 'kicking me upstairs"; so that's how I got the 
job as Sqdn XO. There was a rather sad note to this. I replaced OWen Haxton who was a ftne TC officer but 'Pete' wanted only Armor officers in the prinary leadersh141 
positions in the Sqdn, so he had Haxton transferred to a CAB someplace. Prior to all this happening, I was in the Sqdn's advanced party which consisted of the CO, s-1 
through S-4, Maintenance Officer, au Trp cos, the TAC FAC Party and certain key EM. We left Standiford Field, Louisville, KY in a C-141 a day or two after the main bo1 ty 
had departed. Within 48 hours we landed at Saigon and transferred to C-130s for the flight to Pleiku. We arrived there in the middle of the night and were met by MAJ 'Pctn· 
Kendrick. the CO of D/1/10th CAV; they were our 'host unir. They took us by helicopter to Enari. The 4th INF was prepared for us but our final base camp area was 111~ 
quite ready at that time so they assigned us an area on the extreme northeast side of the camp that contained enough WABTOCs for our group. During the ensuing timu. 
prior to the arrival of the main body, we were briefed on in country operations and the friendly forces' locations, missions, road net work as weU as the enemy dispositio11:. 
Additionally, the Sqdn and Trp Cos were further 'oriertted' by participation in various opns with the 1/10th CAV. Planning for the arrival of the main body and our equipmu11 
to i1clude rotte security of the convoys occupied the S2, S3, and S4 folks. The HHT CO began initial coordination with the Division Engineer on the eventual sling for thu 
Sqdn along the East side of Camp Enari. This project ultimately became to Sqdn XO's and the construction of the Sqdn's base camp facHities by our troops with somu 
assistance from the 4th Eng Bn. Construction of_aircraft revetments, landing and refuelinG'rearm areas were performed by the 4th Eng Bn assisted by other engineer mitt:, 
from the Pleiku area. We worked hard at manaining a good relationship with the Division Engineer and the 4th ENG Bn. We had a party for them about Jan and they ma,k, 
me an 'Honorary Engineer' for the Sqdn's efforts over those months. This paid off because I betieve we were the only unit allowed to use their large cemertt mixer to pm• 
our own concrete slabs. This was still true when the replacement C Trp arrived the next summer. I can specifically remember that concrete pouring project because 1 
continued weM into the wee hours of the morning and was probably the first totally beer can reinforce slab in country! Between the time the main body arrived and s011111 
time in Dec, the building of the Sqdn facHities commenced with each Trp providing a work party that was consolidated under the Sqdn control and foUowed the 'base camp 
development plan'. For some reason the number 54 sticks in my mind as the number of structures including biUets, mess halls, latrines, showers, clubs, PX. Chapel. 
Dispensary, Orderly and Opns, maintenance facilities, etc. I might add that there is a story for just about each one! Waiting for building suppties created many delay:;_ 
however, through the resourcefulness of many, shortages in these were somehow made up through begging, borrowing and bribery (to name but a few). Of particular not,1 
was one WO Waler Riddle, a former USAF EM, a scrounger •par excelance·. As the 7117th 'Liaison Officer' to Cam Ranh Bay he accounted for fluorescent Ugh!, hot wa11:1 
~ers, nails - whatever he could bargain for. A constant supply of AK-47s, Montagnard cross bows, baskets, and other crafts were directed to him for barter. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some interesting details. After 19 days at sea and a memorable visit with the Navy at Subic Bay, we reached Qui Nhon late in lhu 
afternoon. Al night long patrol boats circled the ship dropping grenades in the water to discourage marxist frogmen from bagging a shipload of Americans. The noisu. 
especially below desks, was something else. The next days we offloaded and the bulk of our persomel were trucked up the road through the Mang Yang Pass to Camp 
Enari. While other may recall that we were not armed for the trip, the Bravo Troop Blues certainly were. Our platoon sergeant, SFC Crites, promoted a basic ammunilirn, 
issue from a local Nha Trang source for our personal weapons, mainly M-16s and M-60s as weU as M-79 rounds, grenades and smokes. Crites was not abol.t to let Im, 
people go up the road that was the site of one of the most famous ambushes in history without live ammo. After we got to Camp Enari, I got tapped to crew a UH-1 D wu 
borrowed from another~- This aircraft was mainly piloted by CPT Peterson, whom I befieve was the XO of C Trp. We were mainly tasked with a variety of 'ash & trash· 
and liaison missions between Qui Nhon, Camp Enari and Camp Holloway during the next few days as our equipment started coming off the Walker. Meanwhile, an old Navy 
jeep carrier converted to MSTS service arrived with our aircraft and a lucky few of our people who had been detailed to ride with them. These poor folks had the misfortu11n 
to get stuck in Honolulu for a few days while their ship got some emergency repairs. Meanwhile back at Qui Nhon, a B Trp gunship crewchief got out on the economy anti 
gained the distinction of becoming the first 7/17er to come down with a dose. For the rest of our tour he proudly bore the appropriate nickname, 'Clap'. As it happened, my 
own aircraft, 66-16022, was the very first on the carrier. CPT Pete and I returned the old Delta to its own outfit and my bird became the 'eyes of the squadron' (bl.t wlh nu 
doorguns or a ful crew as yet). Before leaving Ft. Knox. all our conexes had been coded on their tops with color patches and ri letters so they could be seen from the au. 
but not from ground level. It seems our leaders had known we would be sending our gear right past a certain well- known air cavalry division's base camp. While I cannot 
remember the name of the officer, I spent several days with a Hght colonel flying up and down the highway between Qui Nhon and Pleiku keeping track of our conexes. Whc11 
we saw a truckload of our conexes parked off the road, we landed as close as possible and the colonel made his position crystal clear to the personnel responsible for thu 
delay. As it happened, we got the all the sqdn's gear past An Khe with the loss of but a single conex containing B Trp's Ugh! sets. In August of 1968, we occupied some ol 
the 1st Cav's old barracks near the Golf Course after that division had moved north to support the Marines. We found a conex built irto a sandbag structure at the end of a 
supply room with a brass padlock hanging from a hasp that had been cut through with a torch. Sure enough, our former supply officer (CW2 Schulte, then a scoLt) still had 
the key that fit the lock! The tight sets, however, were long gone and the conex was quite empty. (Editor's note: During a phone conversation, Al IUer mentioned many al 
the same things Don just described. Al said that aN the second tour guys in the Sqdn were weU aware that the •real enemy•, so far as equipment was concerned, would bu 
other American wlits; especially those with connections with the TC and QM folks that ran the convoys and could "siphoned off' conex containers. Hence, the scheme to 
paint something distinctive on the top.) 

Becoming Operational 
November - At the beginning of the month, the Sqdn's aircraft were still being off loaded at Qui Nhon and Vung Tau. These activities were not without some irteresting events. 
Several VHPAers remember the first LOH to leave the carrier. We'U listen to Randy Bresnik: 
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I was on deck with L TC Johnson and CPT Bob Young at the time. L TC Johnson really loved the OH-6A! We watched as CPT Skip Holcomb from C Trp lifted off to the south 
and started his right 180 turn back toward Qui Nhon. Even though there was a major storm to the north of us, it was very calm aroUlld us that day. What little wind there 
was came from the south. As he continued his tum, however, he was in a stead, slow descent and impacted on the absolutely smooth water abeam the carrier's island 
about 100 yards west of us. We were shocked with what had happened, because there was never arr; change in his flight path. Just as we thought we had lost him (and 
his wife had just hail their first baby while we were sailing across the Pacific), he miraculously popped to the surface. The ship's motor launch was already making way and 
recovered him in short order. We all breathed a great sigh of relief. Skip was ok but I think he broke his arm during this accident. 

111cre are several versions as to the cause of this accident. One has it that Skip put his briefcase next to the seat and being a little nervous, forgot to strap it down. When he nosed 
11ver during take off, the case fell over and wedged between the seat and the cyclic - much to his horror! Another says that they had loaded the ship with its weapons system, 
.urne spare parts, and extra gear to the extent that it was out of CG. The day was hot and the wind was calm; so the DA was high. Hopefully, Skip will eventually come to a VHPA 
IIi:union; we'll buy him a beer and all listen to his side of the story! 

11/ 1/1 O Cav, the 4th Div 's organic ACT, provided much of the orientation but each ACT deployed north to Chu Lai for about a week for further operational combat training with an 
ACT from the 119th CAV. By the end of the month, the Sqdn was conducting operational missions. 

Again VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides some interesting insights: While we were scheduled to do a gradual workup once we got in-country (we did, indeed, learn some 
valuable lessons during joint operations with the 119th Cav), some elements of the 4th Inf got into some serious action at Oak To during Nov and needed our lift capacity. 
WhUe I do not think we were conducting troop operations at this poini we certainly did make some hilltop re-supply missions under fire in support of an AHC that was equipped 
with Deltas. These guys were favorably impressed with the performance of our Hotels with the Dash-13 engine and its abUity to drop into an LZ on a high DA day without 
suddenly spreading the skids. One of their crewchiefs asked me where he could buy one! We also met our first door gunners, who were mostly infantry types transferred 
in from line units that had been wounded in action at least three times in order to qualify for door gunner duty. There was 'Simon Split" who had been in the infamy for eigtt 
months when he joined us (and later got a well-deserved gig as the colonel's driver) and Marvin White who was a major league, stone cold natural with an M-60 from the 
ground or the air!! These guys, Thank God, taught us a loi including the fact that, for the most p~ the average Charlie was a terrible shot. 

16 Nov - First OH-6A Shot Down - C Troop had been flying some •ash & trash' but today was their first operational mission. VHPA member Tom Pearcy provides the following: 

Fred Nicely, Blue Ghost 17, was the scout with the first team. When I arrived on station, he briefed me that they had seen nothing and were basically screening ahead of the 
2/1 Armored Cav pushing toward a vUlage reported to be an enemy base camp. The terrain was rolling hills covered by thick, tall trees. Periodically there were clearilgs 
which held several rice paddies and a small village with 10 to 12 houches. There was a reinforced trail or road leading through the area from vUlage to viUage and the armored 
folks basically foUowed this road. I was Blue Ghost 18, flying scout in an OH-6A for the second team and Greg Ross and "WUd BUI' OWens were flying a C model gun. I 
made my initial pass over the open terrain toward the village at a fairly high rate of speed because that is what we had been told to do to save our butt. As I neared the vilage 
I noticed what I'd never seen before but had heard abo~ spider holes. There were four or five of them running along this path leading toward the vUlage. I pointed this OlI 
to my gunner, Ed Gay, and turned the ship around for a second look. As we came back around, they threw open the covers, came up out of the holes and started shooting 
at us with AK-47s and bolt action rifles. There were four or five of them. Of course my voice goes up several octaves and I'm screaming 'Receiving Fire'. My gumer was 
so excited that he threw the smoke out without pulling the safety pin. Greg's saying 'Where's the fire coming from?' I'm saying 'Back there! Back there!' And not giving 
him very good directions at all. I made a sort of U turn at the end of this open area and started back toward the village so we could mark. I did a little zigging and zagging 
this time and we took some hits. Again my voice is up at least six octaves and out goes the smoke. But for some reason or other, it may have been a dud or it sank in some 
water before It could completely ignite, there was just a little trickle of smoke from the grenade. So I turned around just before the vWage and started back again. This time 
the smoke did get out in the correct area. I'm flying with my head looking left and adjusting Greg's rockets. You know - 'A little more to the left. Add 50 to that pair.' And 
Ed says 'Mr. Pearcy ... ah ... tree!!' I looked up and saw the biggest tree I've ever seen almost dead in my flight path!! So I hit left everything and miss the tree by what 
seemed like inches but was most likely a couple of yards. This, however, was part of the VC plan as they had a claymore mine or something hanging in the tree. The 
explosion went off and sheared the tail rotor drive shaft. Just as the ship was starting to yaw, the engine 111ade this terrible winding sound and quit. That corrected the yaw 
and I went straight another 50 or so meters before running out of most everything. The words of my civilian flight instructor at Wolters came into my ears: "There wW always 
be a place to put the aircraft down in time of emergency.• I remember thinking - "Yah, if you're so right you #@%& * -why am I going right into these trees?' So I did a 
zero airspeed autorotation and pulled everything I had at tree top level. We fell about 30 or 40 feet through the trees and then wert inverted with the rotor blades sort of 
chopping a hole as we came down. When we came to a stop, I turned off the electrical system and started working with my harness. Unfortunately the seat belt part had 
been installed in the aircraft backwards and I am hanging upside down in it worrying that the ship would catch fire and explode. The maintenance people later said Iha I 
almost had the webbing worked in two. My fingers were sure bloody I remember that. The cyclic had banged my shin up a little, my observer had wet his pants, and the 
gunner had been scratched by the M-60 as it banged around; so we really weren't hurt at all. We took just a few smokes (I think we had lost a few on the way down or 
something) and our weapons. I remembered the E&E training from Rucker to move away from the aircraft about 50 yards so if the VC came and shot up the aircraft, we 
wouldn't be hurt. We let off the smokes and were sad to see they were all green which didn't do much under the tall trees in this area!! Greg did see this smoke. Aboti this 
time a few shots were fired in our direction and we were definitely scared. A little later I heard an APC moving up the trail about 50 to 75 meters away from us. The foliage 
was so thick we certainly couldn't see each other. I waited until it got just about even with us and fired a clip from an M-16 into the air. The APC kept going toward the 
village, turned around and came back. When they were again close to us, I fired in the air again. They kept going down the trail, turned around again and started back. I 
fired the third time and was surprised to hear their 50 open up all around us!! I was just trying to signal them but they were scaring the heU w of us!! They later told us 
they thought they were taking fire. That thought had never occurred to me!! Greg saw this and screamed at them to •cease fire• which they did. We heard them let the rear 
ramp down, so we knew we'd be seeing their infantry pretty soon. The thought now occurred to me: How am I going to make contact with these guys? If I stood up and 
yeUed "Hi Guy! over here!' I figured they blow me away. Anyway they had this black guy as point and we could see and hear them working towards us. Finally when the 
point man was about 20 yards away I said •Psst! We've over here!' Arr:!Way, we made contact after a while were extracted and the LOH was retrieved. 

!he VHPAers who attended the Unit History luncheon during the Long Beach Reunion in 1987 will long remember the slide show. Greg had just finished telling the story about 
I om getting shot down and shooting 'at the armored column• to get their attention. Greg played the story for all it was worth by carefully pointing out the small holes in the LOH 
made by the VC AK-47 and the large holes made by the American 50 cal. Naturally, the whole room was in tears with laughter!! It was easy to laugh then because we could see 
I om and knew he had survived. However, no one was in the Cav for long without learning that being in a LOH was a serious and dangerous occupation. 

On the 26th C Trp was told to move to Chu Lai to be attached to the 14th CAB and opconed to the 196th Lt Inf Bde of the America! Div. The unit moved its persomel and equipmert 
hy organic airer~ C-130 aircraft and by LST5. The base camp building process began anew. The unit installed showers, renovated existing buildings, pit up latrines and 
constructed new bunkers for the perimeter defense. By 4 Dec the aircraft maintenance area was well enough established to allow the C Trp to support tactical missions. VHPA 
member Jack Burden provides some important background information about these times: 

The America! Div had only been officially reactivated in Sep from TF OREGON. It was a collection of marr; formerly independent units such as the 196th Inf Bde and the 
recently arrived 198th Inf Bde. In fact until the 11th Inf Bde arrived and became operational, one Bde of the 1st Cav with an ACT from the 119th worked with the America! 
Div. The Americal's armored cav units were F Trp 17th Cav and the 1st Sqdn 1st Cav. The 1/1 st had deployed without its ACT, so even though the America! had cavalry 
support; they didn't have an ACT. For the next few months, C Trp would basically be their ACT. I was part of C Trp's advanced party on the move to Chu Lai. Basically AmPJ 
unis were taking over bases and AOs from the Marines to allow their units to move further north. We were glad to see buildings when we arrived at Chu Lai lll1 the Mames 
had taken everything that wasn't nailed down and even somethings that were. I selected two buildings for the Gun pilots that were separated by about a 20 foot space. Soon 
after everyone arrived, we decided to build a Gun pilots' club in that space between the two buildings. On the night we officially open the club I walked in and smiled when 
I saw the Admiral's cap nailed to the wall as a decoration. It is true I had written a check for $45 to pay for that hat. But the Navy guys were really good abou: the whole 
thing. They returned my check and said we could keep the hat since we were going to Vietnam. They even wished us •God Speed" (or maybe it was 'good speed' after 
seeing what we'd done to their club); I can't remember which! Anyway, nailing hats to the wall became a tradition. I lost mine to the wall that niglt and most everyone else 
did as well. When I was promoted to Major a few weeks later, my first hat was also taken from my head and nailed to the wall. They were a fun bunch of Gtri pilots!! 

On the 27th, A Trp received its first •solo' operational mission to support the 2nd Bde, 4th Div with a series of cordon and search missions around Ban Blech which is on QL 14 
about half way from Pleiku to Ban Me Thuot. During these missions Chieu Hoi's and families would be relocated to either Ban Me Thuot or Pleiku. Near the end of the morth the 
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approxiraet,, 200 ITWI 40lh TC Mairtenaice Detactmert was ~ to the Sq<il and ildivkilal platoons to each of the ACTs. For ~. the 2nd Plaoon was 
CTrp. 

December - A Trp's Blues with B Trp's and most of D Troop swept large areas of the Chu Prong Mourtains W1lil mid-Dec. Two of their ambushes netted fot.f tNA Idled i11f 
caplla'ed along wih 1,500 l>s of rice and several docunert packets. On the 18th, A Trp began supporting the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Qt.( of Oak To. They worked the hils arotd 
Ben Het SF Ci111> near the Laotian border and fot.nd a smal enemy base camp. From the 27th through the 31st, A Trp supported the 173rd Abo Bde by inserting the Bkl8I 
De Bo<tal PlarUion area A lri of the tlVA 95-B Regimert was fot.nd and six were killed. A Trp capued 4,000 lbs of rice, two weapons, six B-40 rockets, seven arti-tri 
2,700 rot.nds of SA anmo, pkJs 200 docunerts. 

There were lots of other cities as VHPA Member Randy Bresnik tells us: Most of the teams that worked the AOs will have to search the back of their minds for 
of iaison officers. For tkee rnorths st;mig in December I spert most of my time at 'the Oasis', or Piel Mrong, or Kortum as part of smal group of HHT people po 
there to support the AC Ts. I got along real wel with these 4th Div folks and often attended their briefings for the CG. I learned a lot abot.t the war and saw lots of the c 
tlVA equipmert. When I was at Enai I also ~ended the daily briefings at the Div TOC. It was really interesting to be able to watch the erue war effort for most of w 
II Corps! I also mamed the radio relays on several occasions. l'U bet most eveiyone can remember how good it was to talk to a radio relay while operating in a distance 
and neeoog to get a message back to the base camp. I can remember sleeping next to a 155 SP howitzer that fired H&I most nigtts. BLt after awhile, you cai sleep ttw 
most of it. I <im't mild wing at Komm with the 57th AHC folks. It was pretty quite lJ1il one nigtt, some VC sappers got in and wrecked quite a bit of equipmert 
they werettmed away. They left a rumer of thei" buddies behind, to my great joy. 

As mertioned earier, C Trp became oper.monal in Chu Lai on the 4th. On the 13th, they conducted a detailed recon of a four gird square block that included the vilage of Tldl 
(2). After working the area for abolt an hot.f they noliced several camouflaged bunkers around the vilage and decided to insert the Blues to the east of the vilage. A mixed 
(one Sew and one Gun), screening ahead of the Blues as they moved to the south and west, sigtted several VC attempting to leave the western side of the vilage. The 
kied one, two sets of Guns kiled tkee more and even the C&C killed two more. Abot.( the same tine, another mixed team sigted abou six VC ~empting to hide in a 
to the sot.(h of the vilage. The Lift moved one of the Blue squads further to the sot.(h as a blocking force and the Blues came under irtense sniper fire. As the squad closed 
the VC, SP4 Richard Oti>ois was hit in the face by a grenade. Before it exploded, he pushed lls Pl Sgt and another member of his squad behind a hedgegrow. The Blues 
two and the Scot.(s kled tkee more as they tried to escape from the lnfantJy. One OH-6A was damaged by hostile fire. The Infantry completed a sweep of the vilage arid 
~ al sigrificart bUlkers. Total for the day: 12VC kied. On the 15111, a C Trp mixed team found and sank 28 VC sampans on an inland waterway. On the 16ttl. C Trp had a 
team working wih the 1/1 Cav. VHPA member Tom Pearcy was shot down in a LOH and his crew chief/door gunner PFC James Gooanan was wounded. The grot.nd Cav 
pit a perineter arot.nd the LOH 1.-d the ready reaction force from C Trp arrived. By the end of the day they claimed 20 VC killed and 15 struct1nd destroyed. On the 17th, 1 
Trp $cot.( spotted several VC hiding in camouflaged sampans aboll 4Ks north of Tam Ky. AU had weapons and packs. He killed three with the mini and gt.mer one with the M 
and one more wih a .45 and the observers one more with a .38. They destroyed eigtt sampans with grenades and hovered over the ste to recover some weapons, arrmo, 
ge..- and packs. Otmg this same time frame, the C Trp C&C was flying over a village just north of Lake Song Dam when an estimated 150 lb bomb detonaed under the ship 
they received SAs and AWs fire. The door !Jfil8f kiled one VC and another Gun ship killed four more trying to evade into a bUlker. After an airstrike, a frien~ grot.nd ri sw 
this area C Trp retlmed to the site where they'd found the sampans earlier in the day only to find some VC trying to recover some equipmert. Three more died and even moll 
~ was recovered dumg this visit. A ille further from this scene they found and sank 25 more sampans. On the 21st, C Trp worked with the F/1 ?th Cav and A/1/1 C 
in the 196th Bde's AO. F Trp made contact and C Trp inserted their Blues which captured two suspects. The C&C found another hiding underwater breathing IIYOlJ!jl a reed. I 
was easy to keep hin covered 1.-d F Trp came over to capture hin. Later in the day, a mixed team was screening for N1/1 and spotted ten tlVA. Before the battle could be joined, 
an A/1/1 APC sank while crossing a river. A LOH hovered over it while the crew chief hung on the skid and saved three guys from the APC bll two others were lost. A Ille wt-.. 
later, N1/1 made cortact with an estimated tlVA Co and C Trp helped screen the flanks and provided Gun support. The Scouts removed several Americans from a sick APC -" 
with the reru:ed load, it was able to cross the river. The Scouts then killed a few NVA attempting to get into positions to fire on the APCs. C Trp was credited with 20 kiled bel01e 
the ai"stri<es were called in and darkness forced eveiyone to halt. On the 28th, C T rp started screening for two platoons of 812/1 Inf that had been irlserted to look for a VC Bn. 
A nixed team spotted and kiled a VC in uniform, with a weapon about 2,000 meters southeast of the lnfantJy. The Infantry commander inserted B Co's other platoon at the~ 
of the kl to exploi llr'f futher findings. The next Cav team discovered some new bunkers further to the south. While working these, they discovered a smau VC force camouflaQed 
with trees on the.- backs moving through a wooded area. The lnfantJy arrived in time to coUect two VC wounded and verified four killed by C Trp. The lnfantJy commander ctmQed 
the direction of ~ack for both of B Co's units and had an armored Cav platoon estabtish a block to the west. B Co was able to advance quickly under C Trp's screen. Soon ariolhlt 
Cav team had found several camouflaged bunkers and the Infantry commander made further adjustments to the armored Cav and advancing Infamy. By the end of the daiJ, 17 
VC with weapons were killed (12 by B Co and five by C Trp), five more were captured along with numerous weapons and military equipmert, 23,000 lbs of rice and six lls ~ 
docurnerts. 

Year End SUmmary - The squadron had •started from scratch", was equipped, trained, and deployed to Vietnam. With the exception of C Trp who was living in Chu Lai and attached 
to the 14th CAB and supporting the America! Div, the rest of the sqdn was based at Camp Enari while supporting primarily the 4th Inf Div bll also the 173rd Abo Bde and the ARVN 
23rd Div in western II Corps. They had learned to work with and support their higher headquarters. They were successful in killing and capturing the enemy and thotJ!j1 sever■ 
RLtilss Riders had been wounded, none died this year. 

1968 

The prinary SOI.Ice materials for this year are: FOi' HHT, the 14 page initial AUH prepared by CPT Michael G. Law. For A Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Robert J. Gibson. 
For B Trp, the 31 page AUH prepared by 1 LT Richard L. Montgorneiy. For the original C Trp, the same three documents mentioned for last year. The 1/1 st Cav's history has a 
good map that shows the relative location of the various FBs and Ll base camps. For the replacement C Trp, a 14 page AUNS prepared by CPT Edward F. Johnson plus a Yearbook. 
For D Trp, the 18 page AUH prepared by LT Brack Jones, Jr. For the Sqdn: a 37 page Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation, a 20 page Operational Report - Lessons 
Learned (OR-LL) for the period 1 FEB tkough 30 APR, a 28 page OR-LL for the period 1 AUG tkough 31 OCT, and extracts from a 30 page OR-LL for 1 NOV tkough 31 DEC. 

January - A and O Trps worked oil of Kortum for the first ten days of the month. Together they kiUed 14 NVA and captured one. For the next ten days, A Trp worked Qt.( of Oak 
To. On the 9th, W01 Jamu L Phipps, W01 Rainer S. Ramos, and their Gumers SP4Warren E. Newton and PFC Fred J. Secrist, all from C Trp, were in a UH-1 C that receNed 
intense enemy fire and crashed. They are thouglt to be the first air crew members to be killed from the 7/17th and VHPA members Don Williamson and Jack BIXden provide some 
detais: 

Jack says that it is inportart to remember that the battles associated with T et of '68 started aboll one month earlier in this part of I Corps because the 2nd tlVA had become 
veiy aggressive since rigtt after Christmas and had been pushing towards the Coast. The America! folks were still pretty new in-country and were giving up ground in •no 
ITWl's land'. Most of the time C Trp would stage oil of Hawk Hill as it supported the 1/1 st Cav based there. Hawk HiU was abot.t a mile from the ocean, west of QL 1 arid 
m.t halfway between Chu Lai and Oa Nang. Most eveiy day C Trp would send teams looking to see how far the NVA had advanced in a given sector. The America! 
instructions were for C Trp not to fly irto WA Country because the Division was not in a posmon to provide the extensive support that even a downed bird could generate. 
C Trp had a different operational configmllion than either A or B Trp. We would take our Lift with the Blues and several sets of Guns and Scow to Hawk Hil. We dim't fly 
a C&C per se. We would send oil one or two mixed teams (one LOH and one UH-1 C Gun) to recon by themselves knowing that the rest of the troop was literally standing 
by for them. If a team made cortact or wanted to put the Blues in, then we would try to puU the other mixed team into the same general area to minimize the risk of hav11g 
two birds down in two differert areas. It was really ne.t when one team would find something and ask for Gun support; because most times we would send fot.f Charle 
Models to answer the cau. That was a real "heavy, heavy team• and usually did a bang up job on the bad guys! Billy Williams and I were Majors and used to take turns 
directing the operations from Hawk Hill or in a C&C when we got into a figlt. I was on the hill on the 9th. 

Don cortinues. I was the ranking officer and the leader of the mixed team on the 9th. We had been briefed and given an AO on the west side of FB Ross and another Wle 
ot.(post;Jst beyond it. They were the last friendly positions and most everything to their west was NVA Country. We called that a •no fly line" because of the Division support 
policy Jack ;Jst described. I remember spreading out the maps on some sand bags and we all talked about our route to the AO. Nall.l"ally, nming a map and flying a LOH 
low level doesn't make much sense; so I gave my maps to Phipps and Ramos. I still betieve we missed a tum and flew west too far. Anyway, I remember passing over a 
smal pond and receiving fire. I broke and called the Gunship to warn them about the fire. I hadn't even made a complete ci"cle yet when I heard them say that they were 
taking fire and had been hit. They cortinued flying on the same heading, so I finished the circle and climbed up behind them. I told them I was "right on them" so if they 
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needed to land or whatever I was in a position to support them. Afr/w~. they kept flying straigl1 and flew right into the side of this ITlOlltain doing at least 90 knots!! We 
had just refueled and rearm. Brother, what an explosion and a fire!! I made several passes hoping to see someone get oti tu: they really dioo't have a cha1ce. On my 
second pass I was REALLY RECEIVING FIRE. I called for help and remember talkilg wtil everyone that evening. They all ageed I was the WORST FIRE they had ever 
received. • 

Jack finishes the story. When we received Don's call, we launched everything we had a Hawk Hill. I was calling back to Chu Lai and coordinating things; llli was really 
desperate to get 01J there. One ACT of the 119th Cav was living at Hawk Hill at the lime. They came over and looked at the crash poit on the map. They ageed I was 
certailly bad 'Pi courny btJ said if our troop was going in (meaning putting the Blues on the ground); that they would go as wel. At. fi"st I really fel good abotJ this n! 
was ready to commit both troops. Finally, I displaced some poor Gun pilot and flew out there in Greg Ross's gunship. They must have picked the base camp for a heavy 
weapons Iris of an NVA Regt; the fire was really bad!! It didn't take long to realize that we would doom both troops if we tried to go in there. Their still was sti burring 
like mad when I got there with ammo, especially WPs going off. I made a couple of passes at about 50 knots about 20 feet over the sle tu: certainly saw nothing that was 
encouraging al all. We tried to go back the next d~ btJ I was still too hot. There was a small OP about 300 meters up the steep hil from the crash sle. AbotJ a week and 
a half later, these friendly called us to ~ that the area was secured. I took a special team in to inspect the site. We found some human remails and the team was pretty 
poslive they had idertified four left legs. Even so they were officially carried as MIA for many years; tu: I have no doWt that they lied. 

official Defense Intelligence Agency material (refer to Phipps or Ramos in the KIA section in a VHPA Directory) states that only PFC Secrist's remains were recovered; the 
(Newton, Ptipps, and Ramos) were listed as MIA because their remains could not be identified. On the 11th, an A Trp LOH took rine his tu: was able to make I back to 

Ta. Their Blues and a D T rp platoon were inserted and made heavy contact with the NVA who withdrew leaving 15 dead. On the 151h, A T rp wert to the rescue of ~ cmiored 
that had been ambushed. The Cav broke the ambushed and killed 12. Three d~s later, while working the same area the Scotts suddent,1 came under heavy AWs fi"e 

one piot was wounded. Air strikes and artillery were used to silence the NVA who lost 7 killed and had two recoiUess rifles destroyed. DI.mg the last part of the morth A T rp 
ed arWld Pleiku. On the 20th A Trp's Scouts found six NVA taking evasive action and killed four but then an LOH was shot down. The Blues were inserted to protect the 

"". In the action that followed, the Blues killed five more and captured some medical supplies and a weapon. On the 22th, A T rp f()lll(j five NV A in a bmker and the GlllS kied 
ee. When the Scouts returned to check out the area, SP4 Dale S. Pulshis was killed when his LOH was shot down, crashed and tuned. The other two crew mermers were 

tu: were successfully extracted. B Trp's uni tistory contains a single paragraph coveoog operations prior to TET which is why we had very lllle on this ACT cuing the 
two morths 1967. Basically they considered those pre-TET operations as •on the job' training for the d~s that foUowed. Operating out of Camp Erm, B Trp used Plei ()jereng, 

Kleng, Kortum, Oak To, the Oasis, BM Me Thuot, Ben Het and An Khe as staging areas for daily operations. They supported the 173rd ABn Bde, al ttne 4th Div Bdes, 
SF Iris and LRRPs, plus IJl1ils of the 101 st Abn. They accounted for 37 VC and NVA killed, 26 captured, 4 weapons capl!Xed, 5 tons of rice recovered or destroyed pkJs 

100 doCllnerts captured. D Trp provided vehicular reconnaissance and fire base security at Ban Me Tooot for most of the morth. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides: One of the funniest incidert of my tour involved another B Trp Huey crewchief named Sandoval. Sandy was a little moody tu: was a 
rneticuous and careful technician. One ~ MAJ Hefford was flying C&C in Sandy's ship during an operation near Polei Kleng. Whie out in the AO, the main rotor tach 
generctor failed which generated a few choice words from the Major. While Sandy took offense to the commerts about his airaaft, Hefford's cttertion quickly returned to 
the wac. He flew back to the staging area and set clown to liscuss something face to face with cl10lher officer, and Sandy thou!tt he was goiJg to be on the grotnl for 
awlile. As soon as they landed, Sandy got out, opened the engine and transmission cowls, and got up on the engine deck to slclt removing the tach generctor (wtil the 
engine still riming) . M~be Sandy should have thougtt through this one better? Meanwhile, Hefford finishes his conversation and takes off with Sandy sti on the engine 
deck. Ever a resOU"ceful feUow, Sandy crawls forward by hanging on to antemas and ventilator cups until he is above the pilot's windshield. He then leans forward wtil his 
head down in front of the Major and starts banging on the windshield. Meanwhile the rest of the Lift had been trying franticall'J to raise the CO, tu: he was on cl10lher freq. 
Hefford always looked at Sandy a little funny after that! 

- The HHT uni tMstory sums l all up 'During TET the ermre Sqdn's activities and energies were devoted to the Konlml area which was neart,, occupied by the NVA.' 
the mt week, Sqdn elemerts killed 24 NVNVC in operations near Konturn, Oak To, and northwest of Pleiku. These operations were elher to clear the NVNVC from the 

m irTrnediate areas around military base camps or to escort crkical convoys since portions of the road between Pleiku and Kamm were in enemy hands. For the rest of 
morth, with D Trp stil based out of the Kontum air field, the Sqdn supported TF 1/22 which consisted of the augmented 1/22 Inf Bn. The ACTs foood runerous trails n! 
er complexes near Plei Mrong (aboti seven kms west of CL 14 and about half w~ between Pleiku and Kamm). This proved to be 'home' for the lacge enemy force that had 

QL14 ct the start of Tel and had sert unls against both cities. For the period 8 - 29 Feb, the Sqdn killed 51 NVNVC, captured 7 POWs, 4,250 romds of small arms ammo, 
6 rlltllds of crew served anvno, 5 individual and 6 crew weapons, and 41 packs which contained documents and over 100 l>s of medical Sl4>1)1ies. The Sqci1 <id Is Cavalry 
of 'finding and fixing the enemy• wen because the 4th Inf moved the 173rd Abn Bde to Kontum to work the Plei Mrong area and returned the 7 /17th to work Is trdional AOs 
~ Me Thuot to Oak Pelc. The unit histories record specific ~s and everts in a little more detail. 

lhe 1st, B Trp was sent to Oak To but diverted to Kontum because Oak To was under a heavy mortar attack. NVA gun positions inside the cly greeted them as they approached 
Kortum air strip. The Guns started surgically working on the NVA guns and the Lift started carrying friendly wounded to the 71 st Evac ct Pleiku. AbotJ the lime the Lift section 

the C&C learned thal Oak To was 'clear" and "needed the Cav". The first priority ct Oak To was to find the NVA mortar teams and the Scouts <id ttis quickly. Fi"stthe 
were used then several airstrikes. During the post-strike screen, the Scouts found ~ extensive complex of tumels and bmkers. They marked the area so accll'itely that 

next sefies of airstrikes were accompanied by runerous secondary explosions. Back over the area, the Scotis found some NVA trying to leave and the GlllS kied fllll' tu: 
ed itense 50 cal fi"e. One UH-1 C took several his. The co-pilot received facial wounds from the shattered windows so they flew back to Pleiku Ax Force Base. The Komm 
• was so bad thalthe Brigade at Oak To used B Trp to lift and CA C-1/22 Inf from Oak To to Kortum which required 20 sorties. The troop kiedfllll' move NVA cuing the 
Just after the CA, B T rp received a change of mission to support A T rp in a critical convoy escort. Both T rps finally departed the AO ct 2045 to return to Enari. 

VHPA Member Charlie ~I describes these limes as follows: Some time before TET actually started, A Trp had kiled an NVA LT, his SGT, and a body guard who were 
Cc1Tying a ccuier packet containing the Tel Offensive NVA battle plans for the Central Highlands. I firmly betieve the military irteligence cormmly chose to liscrut these 
doctJ'nerts, disbelieving that the NV A had the capability to carry out such a large scale cttack. For two weeks prior to T et, we repeaedy reported NV A construction of new 
roads, battle positions, fortifications and even new unused graves as we flew the Pleiku, Kontum, Oak To area. We were very concerned abotJ not only the rumer of 
sigltings tu: also the fact thal we were not getting shot at during our VRs. We were crlicized for not getting the kills we had in the past; tu: the vial inforrraion we were 
provililg was elher not believed or ignored. For me, the Tet Offensive began while on an early morning VR out towards the la Ora,g Vale/. I spotted some Molt3!J1alds 
with larger than normal baskets on their backs traveling clown a trail. They didn't wave, smile, or look up at us as we hovered by. Ul'lJSUal. The Mortagnards were akHJS 
lrien<ly to the Scouts and would volurtarily open their baskets to show us what was in them, indicating they meant no harm. I decided to herd them down the pith to a flat, 
open area where we could bring the Blues in and called for the Blues. About that lime Opns called and requested that I return to base. I argued that I had just made a 
sigificance find. MAJ lnglett, T omado 6, got on the radio and with language I clearly Wlderstood, ordered me back to camp. When I got there, he briefed us that a MAJOR 
~ was under w~ al Kortum and that the airfield and SF camp were in danger of being ovenui. As we flew by Pleiku, we noticed some of l was ablaze. A major fi"e 
fi!jt was in progress abotJ 12 Ks north of Camp Hollow~. We arrived at Kontum with only one team of Scouts and GlllS pkls the C&C. We orbled east of Komm wtile 
lhe CO sorted things out in Konturn. We coutd see a few lltle fire fights going on; bu nothing like the fires and destruction going on ct Pleiku! My observer, Dems Caril, 
m I always liked the Oak Bia River that ran east to west, soiiti of Kontum. The river valley had alw~s been a friendly place as opposed to the rnourtains n! µigle neacby. 
We were snooping along low level over the "frien<ly river" when we over-flew a squad of ARVN engaged in a fire figtt. They were obvioustJ in a heap of troutlle. They were 
caqt out in the open on a sand bar on the east balk of the river. The NVA were pumping a heavy volume of rifle fire at them. One ARVN frantically waved DI poited to 
lhe tree line to his west as I flew by. I roUed in hot with the miri, spr~ing the bursts as close as 15 feet from the ARVN no the tree line. lnstnt,,, the ARVN stood up, 
stilted fi"ing and cttacked the NVA poslion! Gutsy lllle rascals, or, with my shooting that close to them, dumb? I made one more pass tu: they were already in the tree 
lne, so I couldn't shoot. On my third pass, some of the ARVN were back out on the sand bar waving and smiling as frierdy as I had ever seen them towards ~ Americacl. 
A few ~slater I flew by the same location and several NVA bodies had been drug out on the sand and left to rot. A dog was chewilg on them. I was offended, so we shct 
the dog. Arr/W~. by this time MAJ lnglett had things figured out. The SF camp was under siege by mortar fire they betieved was coning from the rifle r111ge locited to the 
northeast of Kortum; so we sent two Scouts and two Guns up there. We made a high speed, low level pass near the rifle r111ge. There they were - fi"st vaid iteligence 
we had been given all ~ - The NVA had a bunch of mortars set up, so our Guns opened up. It was a turkey shoot! As we did not have .mther G111 team on staion yet, 
we decided to refuel at Konturn. When we got to the refuel poirt, we noticed there was no one to operate the pump. We alw~s refueled 'hot' (wtil the engine nming DI 
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the rotors llming), so Dennis got out to go start the pump. I called the tower and asked where the refueler was. He responded tha he didn't know. I asked wtr,, he <i<rl1 
know. He answered thit the tower was closed, lhit he was in a bunker with a PAC 25 and that the field was under attack! News to me!! Dennis was struggling to crri 
up the gas powered fuel pt.mp when I happened to glance toward the 57th AVN's compound and saw a flight school classmate of mine, CPT C.D. Rogers, crouched behiJd 
a revet. He was fnnically waving a me to get the heU out of there. C.D. was a big guy, had been a football player in colege and I knew he had more than tis we~ 
cOl.Jage. His acli1g scared and crouched behind a revet definitely got my attention! I looked over my right shoulder and saw dust being kicked up to my riglt rear by AW 
fire. Dems was still at the fuel pt.mp abolt 20 meters away. He had it running bit was not facing towards me. With the noise of the LOH and the fuel pt.mp, he coud rd 
hear the incoming fire. I couldn't leave him and I couldn't leave the aircraft. After what seemed like two eternities, he turned around and saw the dust flying from the btJeC 
strikes and me frantically signaling him to get back to the ship. Demis won the 20 meter dash. I pulled pitch while he was still strapping in. I wasn't helping much by flyilQ 
in wha: I caled 'makilg it dance• so as not to give the NVA a steady target. My wing was steadily firing into an area sottll of the fueling pits. Still no fuel and not enotqJ In 
the tri to make it back to base. Blt ole lady luck was with us as we spotted a 5,000 gal tanker parked inside the 57th's compound. We landed next to the tanker iVl(j 1 
soldier came n.ming over while trying to make himseH a small target. He gets the fuel pump started and we start refueling. Soon a pilot appears and tells me lha al of 1hl 
57th's heicopters have been hit and tha they had been receiving enemy fire in the compound most of the day. I waved goodbye to C.D. with a thumbs up. He was a het 
of a rJ.11. He later extended so thit his younger brother wouldn't have to serve in Vietnam and was killed during the extension. We got married up with ou- second Gun tecrn 
and started working the northern perimeter of the 57th's area. The Scouts searched and marked enemy positions and the Guns shot them up. The minigun and rocket lh 
dampened the spns of the NVA attackers! Apparently the situation at the SF camp deteriorated, because our CO called for the Blues to be inserted in or near the camp. Ott 
Guns were dispached to cover the insertion. Since they didn't need Scouts for that, my team kept working the 57th's northern perimeter. I recall f111ding an AAVN posllon 
just north of the perimeter. He was surrounded and had his hands full but was making a menace of himseH in the NVA rear. We made a couple of firing passes a the NVA 
along a tree line arid I called for some Guns. The response: 'kill them yourseH, Red; we've got to get the Blues in!' As luck would have it, another Gun team showed up llld 
I got them to shoot up the area around this lone AAVN. After that, the NVA activity on the northern side quieted down and my team wert back to base camp to rea,,m. The 
fires and fire fights were stiU going on a Pleiku. The airfield was a beehive of activity. When we returned to Kontum, we set up an aerial screen to watch for NVA reinforcemeru 
no !tis bade. Shortly a 122mm rocket fired from a distait mourtain to the northeast, scored a direct hit on the 5,000 gal tanker we had used earlier that day. An instartaneoua 
explosion ensued with a towering black fuel fire of smoke biUowing skyward in sharp contrast to the other brown smoke in the battle area As a result, we were sert to look 
for the rocket laooch positions. We found the remains of where it had been launched but searched the deep mountain side jungle in vain for arr-J unfired rockets. It is a t!llql 
job to hover a heNcopter right on top of the trees trying to blow the branches aside in the hopes of gelling a glimpse of the camouflaged rocket site. Mountain flying al Ihle 
abude is a challenge as the ship reacts to every little up and down draft and the wind currents are always tricky. It finally got too dark to work arr-Jmore, so we wert home, 
For the next six days, the Scouts were grounded because our Blues were embroiled in a fight at the SF camp. Without the quick reaction force provided by our Blues, 1hl 
CO woul<Il't risk using the Scouts. Besides the NVA were easy to find all around Kontum. I felt sorry for the Blues. They had not been exposed to fighting from a fixed 
position and we were unable to extract them for several days. 

Kontum was desperate for Infantry even though the eltire 1/22 Inf Bn and everything that the Special Forces B-24 command could scrape together were totally cormlilled. D Trp 
Qlickly rettmed from Ban Me Thuot and consolidated with A and B Trp's Blues. These combined forces flushed arr-J known or suspected VC or NVA from buildings within the cly, 
Intense sniper and attomatic weapons fire was received as they moved from house to house. D Trp was directly responsible for the successful defense of the SF ccmp iWld 
portiol1s for the city du-ing the Tel Offensive and was officially commended on several occasions by the B-24 commander. In 1970 the Rifle Platoons of A and B Trps plus al 01 
D Trp were awcM"ded a Valorous Unit Award for the period 30 Jan to 12 Feb. Al IUer provided a copy of the Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation for the period 30 Jan• S 
Feb prepared by MAJ Bruce WUder. This document describes these events in considerable detail blI has not been included in this history due to publishing deadlines. FinaJtt, 
pages 157 and 158 in Winged Sabers contains several photos of these Infantry units during this period. 

After finishing its mission on the 15th, A Trp was directed to help a LAAP in contact that had one prisoner. They inserted the Blues and with the screen of aircraft quickly brou,jC 
the slucmon under control. The Lift section then extracted all the ground elements. On the 20th, while on a platoon size, aero-rifle mission, SP4 James L West, of D Trp w 
killed while on flarik security. On the 21 si A Trp's Scouts found a network of caves with clothing laying outside. The Blues were inserted and made contact. After a few airstrikes, 
the enemy broke contact cl"ld the Blues found two dead NVA and captured two weapons and twelve packs. On the 22nd, the Sqdn's combined Infantry force was inserted IO 
sweep a bunker complex. They killed one NVA and captured an impressive amount of ammunition including land mines, B-40 rockets, mortar round, 75mm recoilless round, ecc. 
The Scotts that screened for the Infantry killed two NVA attempting to get away. On the 23rd, D Trp was inserted to reinforce A Trp's Blues and they made contract with an 
estimaed NVA Battalion. Six airstrikes were employed and the Guns expended several times that day. By the time the Lift inserted 4th Division units as further reinforcement, lht 
Sqm elements had confirmed 23 NVA killed, had captured 7 more with 31 packs plus some weapons and ammunition. The 7/17 Infantry remained on the ground that niglt. Ckl 
the 24th, an A Trp Scout was forced down, crashed and burned while covering for !tie Infantry. SPS Joseph McCloyn, flying as gumer on the LOH, was killed. A Trp's BkJes .m 
D Trp started moving toward the crash site cl"ld B Trp's Blues were inserted to reinforce them. Ewoute the Infantry made contaci returned fire, and killed 4 NVA and destroyed 1 
machine gun. COltact was soon broken and the Infantry extracted. On the 26th, B Trp did a pre-plamed insertion of the Blues who made light contact and kiUed 5 NVA. The BkJel 
were extracted and the search continued. The Scouts discovered an area with 8 hootches plus some tunnels and laundry drying. The Blues went in again and found a hospl 
complex with 2 operating tables, some medical supplies and documents plus 1 dead and 1 wounded NVA. The wounded man said the complex was a 35 man hospital and thou(tC 
there were 1 O more wounded in the area. The Scouts found and killed one of the guards. Everything was lifted out and the complex destroyed. 

M•ch -The tactical situation had generally returned to •normal' and the Sqdn continued to support the 4th Div's Operation MacArthur; specifically the 1st and 2nd Bdes, the 173rd 
Abn Bde, and TF 1/12. Duing the month the Sqdn would report 71 NVA kiUed and one captured. On the 4th, A Trp inserted its Blues and D Trp to clear a VC village and rest ar81. 
They destroyed 20 hootches and a quantity of food and live stock while capturing two VC (one proved to be a 1 LT). As the scouts screened around the village, they recer1ed 
heavy AW fire. Two ai'strikes were caUed in, resulting in three VC kiUed. On the 7th, A Trp supported TF 1/12 in the Ban Me Thuot area. The Scouts found a small system of 20 
bunkers cortainilg some people. They used artillery to keep the enemy fixed while they inserted their Blues with D Trp. The Infantry captured four NVA. As a Scout team wa1 
relll"ned to refuel, they spotted about ten NVA carrying stretchers along a trail. They were able to kiU one and wound another before having to leave the area. On the 8th, A Trp' 
AO was northwest of Kontum and B Trp supported the 173rd Abo near Kontum. At 0925 B Trp observed about 15 NVA and killed four. By 1100 the Blues were in and made 
cortact with an estimaed comparr-J. In the figlt that followed, three Infantry were wounded (two evaced) but ten NVA were killed. Some weapons (including 18 122mm rockets), 
arnnu,ition, arid food were captured. Later in the afternoon, A Trp's Scouts kiUed one of a group of five to ten NVA taking evasive action. B Trp was told to extract their Bk.les cr.i 
support A Trp. A and B Trp'i; Blues with D Trp were inserted, found a bunker complex, and made heavy contact with an estimated comparr-J. The firing was so intense that 1hl 
medevac ship could not land. PFC John D. Beaver from A and ? from B Trp's Blues were killed during this battle. With support from the Guns, the Infantry advanced ltl"ough ltll 
bunker complex and killed 15 NVA. The Scouts killed another NVA while screening the flanks. The Infantry was extracted at 17 45. The air units then directed airstrikes al ltll 
enemy positions until darkness and lack of fuel forced them to depart. The next day, an A Trp LOH was shot down in the same area. The Blues secured the crew and aircraft ~ 
everyone was successfully extracted. On the 15th, D Trp engaged a comparr-J sized unit north of Pleiku. Contact was broken late in the day. The next day a sweep of the b.-defiokl 
revealed three dead NVA, two AKs plus some ammunition, documents and about a ton of rice. A Trp worked southwest of Oak To for the next two days and killed two NVA. The 
rest of the month was •one of the slowest periods encountered by the Sqdn'. The AC Ts worked the area west of Kontum and around the Polei Kleng SF Camp blI nothing senous 
was reported. 

AprU • The Sqdn spert most of this month working the familiar A Os from Dak To south to Polei Kleng and southwestto the long Plei Trap valley that basically paralleled the Cambo<bl 
border. The 4th Div's 3rd Bde was moving into the Plei Trap and the Sqdn spent marr-J days screening ahead of them. A few days were spent near Dak Pek and north of Ban Me 
Thuot. The Sqm would report 24 NVA killed during the month. B Trp's unit history for the 2nd is a classic for the period. 'The morning began as usual. The Scouts were receivilQ 
ligtt AW fire._ The Guns returned the fir~ sile™'.ing _the enemy weapons. Th~ Scouts c~ntinue~ to work the area initiati_~g light contact through-out the morning. They acquired arty 
1 extra hole in the LOHs and no casualties. Airstrikes were called for, received, and directed in upon the enemy posruon. BDAs were conducted following each strike and the M 
Force credited with the destruction of many bunkers with interconnecting tunnels.• This clearly described a •usual' day in an ACT! However, it got ugly just after noon. CPT Archlt 
A. Hayman, the Scout Platoon Leader, was conducting the recon of a suspected NVA base camp with PSG M.C. Hood as his observer. The LOH received intense anti- aircran 
and attomatic weapons fire from 360 degrees and was downed. The LOH burst into flames. PSG Hood, though wounded, crawled around the opposite side and pulled CPI 
Hayman's body from the burning wreckage. The Guns expended and the C&C got two flights of fighters to unload around the downed bird. Artillery was used to keep the enl!fTr1 
away from PSG Hood and the Bk.Jes were inserted abott 800 meters to the west. Just prior to the Blues reaching the LOH, two individuals were repelled in and extracted PSO 
Hood. The BkJes extracted CPT Hayman's body, coHected some equipment from the LOH and destroyed it. On the 4th, A Trp found an NVA soldier hiding in a foxhole near a tresn 
trail. firing irto the area, they kiUed seven. The Trp received a change of mission and when they returned in the afternoon they noted that four of the bodies had been removed 
and the others strwed of their equipment. No further cortact was made. On the 9th, A Trp was working north of Ban Me Thuot when the Scouts found some NVA near iWI 
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ilaldoned viage. The Guns killed three. On the 10th, A Trp had a Gun shot down by heavy automatic weapons fire while covering the emergency extraction of a LRRP team. D 
Trp was inserted to protect the downed aircraft while the injured crew was evaced. Due to the enemy situation, the aircraft was stripped and destroyed in place. On the 1 Blh abw 
noon B Trp found a large underground storage area exposed by a B-52 strike. A LOH was shot up and burst into flames prior to reacting the ground. The Guns covering the 
downed LOH receive 50 cal from three positions bUi i:onlinued firing until the first of seven airstrikes were ready to go in. Finally another SCOIJ was able to make a ~ pass 
over the area and reported that the downed crew was 2live. Dust-off was unable the get ilto the small area and reported renewed enemy tre. Al 1540 the Lift started this ilsertion. 
The NVA allowed the first Lift ship to urlload and depart; bli when the second was on short final, they opened up on the Infantry and the Huey. One more LOH was hi by a 50 
wounding the pilot. He made another pass over the Ll and silencing one machine gun with tis mini-gun before departing for Polei KJeng and hence the 71 st Evac. By 1645 the 
Bkles reached the LOH which was a total loss. All persoMel were extracted by 1715 after counting seven dead NVA and capturing three machine guns. Al the end of the day B 
Trp had 5 men in the 71 st Evac. On the 24th, B Trp was working west of Kontum and observed many new bridges and a wide, hard packed trail. Closer examinaion detemined 
Iha the trail was a road for 5-ton trucks! A"lr strikes and artillery were directed against the bridges. During the BOA, 15 to 20 NVA were seen and taken under fire. The Blues were 
merted to develop the situation and had just made contact with an estimated platoon when the 4th Division's G-3 sent specific instructions to extract the Blues. Cortact was 
broken and though three Lift ships were hit, the extraction was successful. B Trp had five wounded, none seriously. Airstrikes were caled in and artillery registered for effective 
H&I. On the 261h, A Trp's C&C was hit by 50 cal fire which wounded four of the crew and knocked out all of the ship's commo. They were able to return safely to Komm. On 
lhe 29th, B Trp was conducting BDAs west of Kontwn when they found seven NVA and killed two. Ten hootches were destroyed. At 1600, the 3rd Bde CO directed MAJ Hefford 
to i1sert a seven man squad into an area where four US KIAs, some weapons and radios were located. The area was a small Ll on the side of a hill. The bodies were SCcdtered 
Pl the equiprnelt had been left by a unit of the 3rd Bde when the Ll came under heavy mortar and automatic weapons fire during the extraction. During the insermg, the L1 
once again came under heavy mortar fire and the Lift ship was damaged. B Trp put artillery on the mortar position and the insertion was completed. The seven men spelt amost 
IWo hours on the ground before reaching a PZ with two US KIA, 15 weapons and three radios. They were unable to retrieve two other US KIA. Once again the NVAmortars opened 
141 and B Trp replied. The squad, KIAs and equipment were extracted to the Bde HQ and B Trp went home for the niglt. 

lllay - On 1 May, C/2/17 Cav 101 st Abn Div was redesignated Cll/17 and alerted to deploy to Vietnam in early July. C Trp had not been able to deploy to Vietnam will the 101 st 
kl Dec, 1967 because k's total complimeit of aircraft consisted of five OH-23Gs. It had received nearly a full compliment of officers and enlisted men as the Division was brougli 
141 to full strervfl and was the only 101 st element to remain at Ft. Campbell for the New Years party. In January, C Trp received what is believed to be the last Chane Model '504" 
from the Bel production line. During the next lllOl1h, CONUS stripped every unit, including Mother Rucker, of every last UH-1 C and was able to scrape enoui;i goo systems from 
lhe Atlclta depot to wit C Trp. During March they trained in the snow on all of Ft. CampbeU's empty firing ranges and Drop Zones. Wth virtualy no one to•~ them and 
wlh "considerable relax.tion' of the aerial gumery range regulations, MAJ Robert• Jack' Frost and a hand full of other Vietnam vets taugtt the basic arts of Combcf AsScd, aerial 
recomaissance, convey escort, etc. VHPA Member Jack Frost provides: 

Trp C was being filled to combat strength when I arrived to assume command. Both 'first Shirt' Harry L. Turner and I often wondered how in hell we were ever QOirlg to turn 
al this green stuff no frst rate solders. Somehow with constant doses of esprk, cuming, mischievous intent and humor, combined wtti the three serious oldies who had 
been to Vietnam, we got ourselves 'trained' to the point of being called, qute rightly, an ACT. Getting ready was certainly a chalenge. Things I remember inckJde, btJ ll'J 
no means are limited to, the foUowing: Firs~ WHson '8' (Harry called each of the seven enlisted Wilsons by a letter) loaded oli a 2 1/2 with fuel bladders and used the fuel 
pump to 'hold" them in place on the bed of the truck. Bui in his earnest response to 'Alert! Alert! Alert!', he forgot to raise the tailgate and when he took off from the hanger 
ua, drag energy took over. 1 he bladders moved to the rear anj simply knocked the pump to the ramp where it automatict.ly turned no a bladder impaling device for the 
n.t>ber druns that foUowed. Second, some enlisted 'leg" from the airfield unit placed a disb.Jrbance call from his barracks to complain aboli the noise emalcDlg from the 
Troop C barracks. When the MPs arrived they discovered the noise had stopped because our entire barracks had emptied oli to greet the MP sedan! The Blues !hen 
proceeded to surround the car and lift it off the grot.nd with the MPs still inside. Under escort from the entire unit, the sedan was carried from the Troop area and place gertly 
back on the street headed toward Main Post. The Troopers than 'thanked' the MPs for their visit and returned to their barracks. Third, wtti the 101 st gone to Vietnam and 
Troop C left behind to wait for engines and other "critical' parts of our TO&E, we were fair game for all the BS details all the adnW1 stay-behind weenies crud dream up. 
Among the greaest of these was the Airfield Convnander, COL 'Whatever". He and I were cross threaded from day 1 and we both knew it!! He was trying to retire wkholi 
a blemish to the grass in front of his headquarters and I was trying to dig foxholes in it to train the Blues!! When we were finally ready to fly our birds to Sharpe Amtj Dep« 
in CA. our takeoff was delayed when this COL observed a 'thunderstorm• in the radar quadrant of our route of flight. It took some deft, politically astlie, well chosen words 
from my grea XO, Terry Glover, to point oli that the 'thunderstorm• blip was in reality the southwest comer of the hanger!! Finally we were permitted to takeoff. Al one 
poirt, I was an ace away from his slapping either an Article 15 or Court-Martial on me for insubordincmon to a superior officer, because I was insistent that the Troop would 
not deploy as schedued uriless the crews and pilots were issued their chicken plates, groin protectors and shin guards. I refused to accept an/ promises of "shipment 
enrolie" or 'in-couruy issue" because I knew these lifesaving terns were in short supply. He was livid and I was equally fim in my demand that my good SUpply Officer, 
Glem Hartman, would be available 24 hours a day to cooperate with his Logistics Officer. All it would take was a phone call that our chicken plates were on Post. WO 
Hartma'l would then gladly pick them up, place them in our conexes, under my supervision and then the COL would have in retim, my gua-nee that both the Troop and I 
would ~ get oli of his face. Finally, I never lost sight of the fact that being a Conmanding Officer was a terrible resporisi>ility and an extremely lonely postion. If our 
couruy was sending us to war; k was inportart that I do my best with the Yolih of America and the trust of the mothers and f~s whose sons we were making no 
soldiers that would survive combat. If I could impart a fear of myself, which exceeded his own fears of what the enemy could do to hin, then each man stood a decert 
chance of living. Only long, hard, miserable, hoVcold/wet boondock conditions living in smelly, muddy, filthy clothes without one second for kids, wives, girl friends, bud<ies, 
cars, stereos, N , beer, etc. can bring us to that poirt. When we went to Camp Atterbury and half the Blues made a paractue jump while the rest assded by Huey .nl 
the Scolis and Guns made ther attack which proceeded to set the range entirely ablaze in 15 minlies; I knew that Trnop C had arrived!! More than 200 dead VC and NVA 
in five morths proved our readiness! A damn good Troop you were bar none! But most important for me now, some 20+ years later, is the knowledge that not one of the 
pilots that deployed with Troop C died during that tour and that they were able to return to families and loved one - for that I am very, very thankful. 

VHPA Member Vic Rose adds the following: MAJ Frost really drove us hard. Even though we had virtually the entire air field to ourselves, he decided we crud lean more 
in the field. So after we had trained as platoons and were basically 'dangerous·, he took the entire troop oli to one of the old DZs and we set up camp just like we would do 
later in Vietnam when we had to move to a new area. While half of us were setting up tents and 'learning how to build fummlre from the rocket box wood', he had the other 
half shooting up some range and inserting the Infantry. We stayed out there for two weeks in the snow and dirt. But we learned to keep the importllt parts of the helicojiers 
and the weapons systems clean. And we flew lots of hours to get the experience of being very tired and still having to be mertaly alert for another mission. We caled 
ourselves The Chaparrals. We even designed a Trp patch that we wore on our flight jackets and had made into decals for the aircraft. Most of us were from the same officer 
and warren officer fligtt classes, so we had friends from the mirue we walked in the door. over the months that we trained together, we became very close. I tti1k most 
everyone remembers the manner MAJ Frost was able to apportion all the LSDs (little sh_ tty details) . He assembled all the officers in the flight plarV1ing room and gave us 
this proposition, 'We have a long way to go and much to get done. Now I could assign these duties without regard, but I want volurieers for these jobs before I have to stick 
someone will a dliy he does not wn. • There may have been some grumbling at the end of that meeting, but I was satisfied. I did learn; however, thal being the tranig 
officer for a urJit deploying to combcf was a lot differeit than being the training NCO in an AMNT Det in Italy. I still think we all learned a lot and k was fill doing it. To the 
best of my knowledge not one Chaparral pilot died in Vietnam. A lot of the credit goes to the training we received at Rucker and from the units we flew will in Vietnam; btJ 
a lot of credit also goes to Jack Frost. • 

VHPA Member Glem Hartman recalls: I had several years of service as an EM before going to flight school and becoming a Warrart. So I was older than most new piots 
when I joined C Trp a Ft CampbeU. For some reason MAJ Frost decided that I would be the supply officer and that started a friendship that cor1nJes to the present day. 
His trst tour in Vietnam had been al Ban Me Thuot. so he knew what it was like for an aviaion unit to live and maintenance their equiprnert a loog way from arr,one else. 
Nmally he wanted to acquire as much equipment as possible while in the States to fiU the 63 conex containers we would take to Vietnam. He showed me how to use 
"considerable creativity' with the DD Form 444 (lnvertory Adjustment Report) to return some extra typewriters we had some how •acquired' and to draw an extra 3/4 ton 
truck. Our uriil had a self service accourt of aboli $3,000 per month to cover such items as ligtt bulbs, mops, etc. The procewe was. if you spelt all the money in your 
accourt; you would be considered for more next ITIOlth. To ttis day I still feel sorry for the yooog LT from the A'I Field Command. Eiher he was being very, very generous 
or he wasn't too ~ ; because he counted the same set of bunks, mattresses, and kitchen trays at least three times when we hand receipted our equiprnert back to tifn!! 
Needless to S<IJ, btJ we spent it all and then some in the months leading up to our deployment and we were weU provisioned when we left for Vietnam. Bli frost had more 
vision than I could deliver. For example, he was bound and determined to get a 5 1/2 ton wrecker so we could puU rotorheads in the field. There is no way an At Cav Troop 
was alihorized a 51/2 ton wrecker!! Try as we may, we never got one. We did have two 2 1/2 ton trucks and Frost wanted to get 50 cal MG mgs mourted on them before 
we left. He knew we could 'find' the 50s once we got to Vretnarn. WeU, those motns were WW II 0< Korean War issue and we never got them either. Laer when we got 
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to Vietnan I was stil the supply officer and I used to fly C&C with Frost rather frequently. He was a brave man and a hard charger. More than once he scared me ha! to 
~ with some of the things we did. 

A Trp spelt the me motth working around Oak To. On the 4th, A Trp's Scouts found a trail that had recently been used by an estimated WA company with bicycles. ~ 
covemg the LOHs, the Guns received fire and rebJmed l. During the BOA after the airstrike, the Scout received intense fire; so the Goo unloaded again and more airstri<es Wllft 
8fl1)1oyed with IOOOWn results. On the 7th, A Trp found 12 NVA killed during a BOA of a B-52 strike. The Scouts saw three NVA near a bomb crater and quickly dispatched them. 
On the 13th, swhwest of Oak To, A Trp's Scouts took six NVA under fire. They scattered in all directions .. While searching for the scattered enemy, the Sews foood a smal 
machi1e !J11 on wheels, 17 packs and abol.t eight soldiers. In the quick exchange of fire, one NVA was killed. A Trp used their guns, artillery, and airstrikes to kill eigtt more. The 
search conliooed; and when the Scow; found an estimated platoon, six were killed. The Guns roUed in and before the enemy escaped they left 15 more dead. On the 14th, A Trp 
worked northwest of Oak To and had the Guns fire up a suspected NVA position. The Scouts confirmed one killed but had to quickly leave the area when the artillery was ready, 
The Scouts retlmed and found that the artillery had killed one more; then they killed a third who was attempting to flee. The Guns spotted three enemy walking along a trail and 
kiled two. When the Scow; came to check this au they found four more and took them under fire. Bad weather forced A Trp from the AO but ii had been a good day's work. ~ 
the 18th, A Trp did a BOA from a B-52 strike west of Oak To. CW2 Douglas W. Walker's LOH received heavy AW fire, crashed and burned on impact. His wing landed and 
endeavored to rescue the crew. He quickly came under enemy fire. The second LOH was disabled and part of the crew wounded. A Dust Off ship was caDed in and rescued the 
three men. Due to the large NVA force in this area, neither aircraft were extracted. Several airstrikes were directed into the area but no BDA. On the 22th, another A Trp LOH was 
shot down and burned north of Oak To. One NVA was killed by the airstrikes put in after the crew was extracted with only minor wounds. On the 24th, A Trp's Scotis checked 
oti a srnal bulker complex, found an WA soldier hiding in a foxhole, and killed him. On the 29th, A Trp's Gun noticed the blast from a mortar. Luckily a set of jets were •on station' 
and were quickly di.'ected again the mortar position. The position was destroyed and three secondary explosions observed. Finally, still in the States, C Trp had conl)leted rs 
A TT s and prepared is aircraft and vehicles for shipment by the end of May. The aircraft were flown to Sharp Army Depot Those who took part in that 'operation' have nmy fond 
memories. If you see a Chaparral ask him aboiJ the close-up pictures of the 'O' on the Goodyear blimp or the fat lady's poodle at the pool in Tucson used as a 'ball' for wattlf 
polo! 

VHPA Members Bill Ipock and Rob Woodside flew Guns for B Trp during this period. They met each other for the first lime in years at the Atlanta VHPA Reunion. Togelher 
they provided the following story: II was late in the afternoon after work about the May lime frame. Most everyone was back in the hootches but the mailtenance crews 
were taking advartage of the last of the sunlight on the flight Hne. Suddenly there was the unmistakable SWOOCH sound of a rocket motor and a loud explosion. Everyone 
ti the Mt believing ii was enemy incoming. After a few minutes of calm, people started coming out from under cover and moved toward the flight line where the sounds 
had come from. As ii turns oti someone in B Trp's maintenance was making an adjustment to the electrical components of the weapon system on a UH-1 C. He had powered 
up the system and accidentally touched off a pair of rockets. One rocket went up the tail pipe of an A Trp H model while two guys had the rear cowling open working in the 
engine compartment. If the rocket had not actually gone irto the engine cone before exploding, it could have been much more serious for these men. The explosion knocked 
them from the Huey and though they were dazed and shaken, they were otherwise unhurt. The Huey burned completely and kept everyone away when the anvno stcrted 
cookilg off. The revet was also badly bLmed and became a long term reminder to everyone of this event. The second rocket hit a jeep just after the front wheel wet, before 
the driver's c001)3rtmert, and embedded is warhead in the engine block. Rob has some good pictures of both the jeep with the white rocket tube clearly prottuding from 
is side and the roped off revet containing what little was left of the Huey the next morning. Rob said the next day, a Skycrane came in with a long, long cable to sling the 
jeep from the fligtt line and drop ii someplace far away. 

Jan - On the 3rd, while operating southwest of Kontum, A Trp found four large openings with stairs going into the ground. The Blues were inserted and discovered that the 
bmkers had been used for arrvnunilion storage. While screening around the Blues, the Scouts found two NVA and killed them. Sadly B Trp's Unit History does not provide aI1f 
detai concerning their involvement in the famous 'Hill Fights' that took place south of Oak To during this period. This battle was, of course, one of those very bloody affairs where 
the 173rd Abn and elements of the 4th Inf covered themselves with considerable weU earned glory. 

Luckily VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides us with a very good insight. It wasn't long after the 173rd got into their hilltop positions on three hills overlooking Oak Pek and 
a cOl4)le of klicks to the west that the WA opened up from the entire length of the higher ridge tine that ran north and south a few more klicks to the west. Resupply to the 
173rd hillops became very dangerous and I remember that the 179th lost a Chinook that was shot down from above by 12. 7 mm fire. The battle for the hilltops became a 
three-day exercise in close air support for which I had a ringside seat as my ship was MAJ Longhoffer's C&C. Longhoffer worked very closely with the Air Force FAC to 
alernae !JJ1ship runs with airstrikes. After three fuM days of nearly continuous air attack the NVA were still at ii - Scouts reported seeing them launching their 122mm rockets 
from gaps in the tree line at the top of the ridge. The FAC driver even got a good secondary with a smoke rocket. Finally, the powers that decide such things had had enough. 
Normal 'Arc Li!jt" rules were set aside and a fliglt of six B-52s made a daytigtt drop at about 15,000 feet. When the smoke cleared, the battle was over. The ridge lile 
became a tomb for that NVA force. When the B-52s came in, aU other aircraft except our C&C were ordered out. Flying with Jim Longhoffer was a real experience. He had 
deployed as the Scoti Pl Cmdr, then moved to Opns, XO and finally co. As CO he was more careful than most to make sure the whole crew knew what we were up to and 
why were were doing it. Longhoffer's style was to get his chin bubbles right down in the weeds like a Scout ship; he apparently never forgot his •redbird' heritage. On the 
other hand, he was not a cowboy, and we never lost people or aircraft because of an in-considered risk. He was an exceUent combct officer who led by a quiet, inteigeft 
exanple and respected tis people for who they were and what they could do when allowed to take the initiative. 

On the 7th, while sdl working sotihwest of Kortum, A Trp received a change of mission to support a friendly unit that had been surroooded and had several casualties. While the 
Goos laid down suppressive fire, the Scoti got the unit to a hasty PZ where the Lift picked them up. On the 12th, while performing a VR mission west of Kontum a LOH exploded 
in mid-ai" kiling W01 Herbert W. Scott and SGT John T. O'DoMel. The Blues were inserted and recovered the bodies. Working west of Camp Enari on the 21th, A Trp's Scotts 
receiv~ intense small arms fire and observed abol.t 30 individuals and ten bunkers. Artillery and airstrikes were called in and killed three NVA. On the 26th, A Trp Scouts received 
intense AW fire. The post airstrike analysis revealed six dead NVA. On the 27th, the 568th TC Detachment was attached to A Trp to augment their maintenance capabiay. On the 
27th, B Trp started moving from Camp Enari to an area just south of LZ Betty near Phan Thiel and was opconed to Task Force South. Briefly TF South was organized in July 1968 
to provide a joirt American Vietnamese COITVTland for the four southern Provinces (Binh Thuan, Lam Dong, Tuyen Due, and Ninh Thuan) of II Corps. It was headquartered in D.U 
The major Iris were two ARVN Regiments (located at Bao Loe and Song Mao), the 3/503 Abn (detached from the 101 st Abn) located at Phan Thiel, a few American artillery 
bctteries, and c11 ACT. B Trp was the first ACT to work for TF South . . Additionally the 192th AHC (the Polecats) lived at Phan Thiel and provided general aviation support for this 
erue area When B Trp moved to Phan Thiel, they were assigned an open area of sand south of the POL area since the 192th and the Abn Bn already had all the good real estate 
aroood the airfield. Another construction effort began. The perimeter consisted of a 6 foot tall barrier of sand hastily scrapped into one long, basically circular dune. They lived 
in terts and filled sand bags. Gradually the •ammo boX" floors were installed under the tents. D Trp's unit history simply says that from June through October ii was based in the 
Ban Me TllJot area. They stayed ct Ban Me Thuot East, at two other bases about 4 kms west of Ban Me Thuot, and at LZ Phillip which was 1 0 kms northeast of the city. They 
did a lot of base can,p security but also had SRP, LRRP, cordon and search, road convoy escort, mine sweeping, vehicular/mounted and dismounted recomaissance, and ambush 
missions. D Trp was frequently used by especially A Trp to supplement their ARP and their history indicates they enjoyed this work. 

VHCMA Member Don Oliver provides another story about this period: Soon after B Trp had moved to Phan Thiel another Lift crewchief, Bill Hahn, was walking toward his 
ai"craft through some tall grass when he saw a little snake that seemed to be foUowing him along the ground. The snake was abol.t 18 to 20 inches long and, as I recaH, 
sort of lime green in color. Bill started walking faster, and the snake started following faster. The damn thing was stalking him! As soon as he got to his aircraft, Bill grabbed 
tis SllVival machete and dropped back to the ground just as the snake arrived. After chopping the snake into neat two-inch pieces, we took it to the flight surgeon who was 
vismg from Pleiku. He checked his snake book and discovered that the feUow with the big appetite was a krait, one of the most dangerous in Asia, often called a 'two-step' 
snake by the infantJy because you can only go two steps before you're dead if one bites yoi.J. 

July - On the 1st, B Trp began operating for TF South. During the month they would cover an area from the Cambodian border to the south China Sea, from almost as far south 
as Saigon to almost Ban Me Thuot in the north. They staged from Dalal, Bao Loe, Song Mao, Loung Son, Ling Conh, and many FSBs. B Trp made contact with the enemy 21 
tines and killed 27 VC, captured six AK-47s, one 60mm mortar with eight rounds, one ChiCom pistol, 11 lbs of documents, and captured or destroyed 3.5 tons of rice and three 
5-ton trucks. 

VHPA Member Rob Woodside provides the foUowing lively story about life in Vietnam: One day B Trp had four Charue Model Guns going someplace out of Phan Thiel. I 
was near of the end of this gaggle and was really surprised when Dave "Mad Dog• Olson announces over the radio that he has an emergency and-needs to land. He makes 
a fast n.ming landing at some field and jumps from the cockpit even before the ship almost comes to a halt. The rest of us are following him and landing around his ship. 
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Adding further to the mystery, we Walch as he drops his pants and draws his 38. With his pants al his feet and pointing the pistol If that some invisible evil between his 
boots, he starts removing his feet completely from his pants. By this time most of us have exited our helicopters and have gathered around him - still not knowing the idemfy 
of his private enemy. We were a linle concerning for a few miootes that he was trying to shoot himsett. Once he got 011 of his parts, he kept the weapon trained on them; 
so we at least knew that the threat was localized. About this time a big old centipede, al least 6 inches long, with a really ugly head comes crawling Olt of Dave's pats. 
Everyone jumped back and immediately understood the full significance of Dave's previous actions. Someone ran up and stomped the thing to deall. Then we started 
laughing. Dave still had that scared-to-death look on his face but the rest of us were almost in tears! It took .a few rniootes before Dave could laugh again. Soon Dave got 
back no his pants and we were off to the war again. Needless to Si1J but that centipede was one much discussed guy in the Club for a long time after that!! 

On the 2nd, A Trp worked an AO southwest of Pleiku and destroyed 34 new camouflaged hootches and killed one VC. On the 6th, northwest of Oak To, A Trp's ScOltS kled ri1e 
NVA during a di1J described as "sporadic contact with the enemy". On the 6th, C Trp's advanced party arrived al Pleiku direct from Ft Campbel. On the 9th, A Trp's ScOltS were 
harmless btmng four hootches in a enemy base when they noticed an NVA soldier observing them from a tree. After kilting hm, the ScotJs asked for the Blues. wtile saeenilg 
the selected LZ, the ScotJs discovered that the NVA had ii nicely surrounded. Two airstrikes later, the Blues were inserted. The Scotts reported heavy rnovemert around the LZ. 
Then the Blues killed one sniper. Prudently, the C&C called for the Blues' extraction and ordered up some more airstrikes and artillery. On the 10th, C Trp's aircraft were taken off 
the Kula Gijf and were flown to Enari by p~ots from other ACTs in the Sqdn. VHPA Members Bill Ipock and Rob Woodside provided the folowing sad description abOlt how W01 
Eric R. Koeppen of B T rp tied on the 11th: 

Bill relates that the Troop had just returned to Phan Thiel from the di1J'S operations. Eric flew that di1J in the left seal of Bill's UH-1 C. The riglt side mini-gl.11 was jammed, 
so Bill had radioed for the tine sergeant to meet him al the revet to work on the goo. Af. that time, the revels al Phan Thiel were simply 'L • shaped rnot.ltS of sax! that had 
been pushed up by the engineers' bulldozers. Bill put the ship in the revei shut down the engine, and got out to work with the crew chief and line sergeart who had pushed 
the barrel of the mini-gun down to point irto the ground. They opened up the gun to start clearing ii. Eric had taken off his fligtt helmet, ~ed his things, left the ai'cralt 
and walked around the frort to the ship to the rigtt side where everyone was working on the gun. Eric said that since they had all the ~ they needed he was going back 
to the hootches and started walking up the side of the revetment ... the direct path to the hootches. The rotor system was still milling down and Bil yelled "The Blade. The 
Blade'. Rob had parked another Gun in a revet irrmedialely behind Bill's ship and was working on that ship. Rob says: 'I think everyone on that part ofthefli!jtline lllJSl 
have heard Bill yeti. I certainly did and looked up to see what was going on.• Apparenlly Eric did not hear or wasn't pi1Jing attemon because a blade hit hin i1 the back of 
his head abOlt half Wi1J up his skull and knocked him over the other side of the revet with considerable force. Bill and the people wlh hin ran over to Eric and saw that he 
was seriously ~ed. Someone ran to get a blanket so they could carry Eric. Bill remembered there was a stripped down UH-1 C ne..- by, so he yeled for his crewchief to 
go Ul1ie l's blade. Within seconds Bill had ttis other UH-1 C running and Rob and several others loaded Eric into the back. Bill flew a closed pattern around the POL to the 
me<ical pad near the main Phan Thiel stripe. He remembers everyone jumped ml and abandoned the running UH-1C while they carried Eric il1othe medicalfacily. (Someone 
from the 192 AHC was kind enough to shl1 the ship down for them.) They were in there some time while the medical team worked on Eric. After treDtg hin as best they 
coud, they arranged for a Dustoff to take him to Bien Hoa. B Trp learned that Eric died that evening. Bill Si1JS he can still rernermer his feelings a tnct time. 'We'd been 
flying al di1J Olt i1 the AO, taking Oll' chances against the enemy. Then to return home and have Eric died that Wi1J ... what a waste! What a waste of a good tuMl being!!' 

On the 15th, C Trp's main party armed on a C-141 with their mascot 'Groovy Louie' and on the 20th, the last of their elements armed. Also on the 15th, A lrp received a change 
of mission to find a recoilless rifle position to the west of Plei Mrong that was firing on the C IDG camp. The Guns noticed the back blast from the rifles and expended on the 
positions. Resuls: no more RR fire and six dead NVA. On the 20th, A Trp moved to Ban Me Thuot East for a period of two months. On the same di1j, A Trp's ScotJs found fOU" 
NVA with weapons moving along a trail. Three were killed and the Blues inserted to pick up their equipmert. On the 22th, A Trp's ScotJs observed some NVA i1 a bunker C001)lex. 
The GlllS, crtiery, and an airstrike were employed and killed five NVA. On the 26th, A Trp's Guns were called to help a cornpartJ i1 heavy cortact. They were credited with five 
NVA killed by the grateful company. On the 29th, Task Force 1/22 consisted of A Trp, two ground cav troops (D Trp and 811/10 Cav), the 1122nd Inf, and D/2/351h Inf. A Trp's 
CO was the Mission Commander of a sweep. When the lead APC was hit with a B-40 rocket, 0/7 /17 quickly deployed and returned fire wtti tiler 1 Cl6rml RR and machile !JIIS. 
The NVA unit wkhdrew to the east carrying their dead and wounded. A Trp's Scouts discovered the fleeing enemy and killed five more. As the TF elemel1S sweep the battlefield, 
they found 17 dead NVA and captured 16 packs, two 57nm RRs, nine 57nm RR rooods plus some other ammo and some~-

August - August was the last month that B Trp logged arr,' UH-1 C time, 88 hours. They had logged 60 hours of AH-1 G time in July. These were tough times for the Charle Model 
crews. One di1J an Aircraft Commander, the next a "sand bag' in the front seal of a Snake because you weren't qualified to fly in the back. Everyone had lots of learn abOlt the 
new gll1Ship. Consider the folowing from VHPA Member Larry Vietey: 

After tvgtt school I went to Germarr,' for several months. Finally the Army caugtt up with me and sent me to Cobra IP school enrOlte to Vietnam. You can imagine my 
SllJ)rise when I arrived ii-country in Mi1J, was assigned to the 7 /17th, and learned they didn't have arr,' Cobras! So I flew Charlie Models for abotJ 11.-ee months. We started • 
turning in UH-1 Cs and receiving the brand new Cobras just before we moved to An Khe. The AH-1 Gs had a relatively serious defect tnct cowl 'make a true beiever' Olt of 
anyone! H you picked one up to a hover i1 even a ligtt quartering tail wind, the ship started a spin and you didn't have enougi left peddle to stop l It was especialy 
prOOOlllCed if the Snake was at gross weiglt or overgrossed - like just after refueling. One di1J a good Charlie Model pilot and friend of mile, Paul Uster, talked me il1o 
letting him fly back sea and we got no a spin. Wth each successive revolution ii became a little faster until at last we had no choice btI to chop the throttle. We cane 
down fully loaded, bent the skids good btI didn't tip over! It looked a lot like a '57 Chevy thct had been raked and lowered. MAJ McCracken chewed my lllil had for lellilg 
an ll1QUalified 'Pl fly back sea. • 

On the 1st, A Trp reconnoitered an abandoned village and took five NVA under fire, killing three. The Blues were inserted to collect two AKs and six new packs. Also on the 1st, 
B Trp conducted a screening operation which netted a large VC force. The 3/506 was notified and ffled units into positions surrounding the VC. The combined effort resuted i1 
14 VC killed and 11 weapons captured. On the 9th and 10th, A Trp worked an areathal hadllmels and fresh bamboo camouflage. Evertualythe ScOltSfoundthree NVA tokl. 
On the 10th, C Trp's vehicles and conexes with the weapons arrived. Prior to this time the ACT had been taking compusory in-cwuy training from the 4th Div, recewing nial 
in-country check rides and orientations, constructing building, etc. The Sqdn decided that the best Wi1J to get C Trp operational was to have I fly wlh first A Trp and then B Trp. 
VHPA Member Bob Reyna provides some insiglt as to what was going on al ttis time: 

I was an AC i1 A Trp's gun platoon until they turned in their Charlie Models in July. Man I haled to see them go! Because I was short and because C Trp needed experienced 
goo pilots, I was transferred from A Trp. We knew C Trp would be getting their Cobras in a few weeks; so everything was changing for them. New to Vietncm and just abOlt 
the time we become operational, exchange people and gunship; so we'd get to start all over again. When they came to Ban Me TllJot I was like •mama I'm home' becaJSe 
I was flying a Charlie gun again. Man, did we have At Cavalry!! A Trp would fly with their full compliment of Scouts and Cobra goos plus tiler Lift and lnfniy and so would 
C Trp. We staged Olt of the Ban Me Thuot tty strip and the refuel was crowded wtti the 155th and all of us! We lived al the SF Cllfl1l a Ban Me Tllo East. We caled I 
'Camp Bleakness' because of the mud, the cold waer showers, the mud, the lanterns i1 the tel15, the mud, the 175s that fired HI al ni!jt long, the rood, and the mud. It 
was really rough on the mairtenance guys and crew chiefs. Whal little PSP we could scrounge we'd ptJ oti where we parked the aircraft so at least the maitenance 'PJS 
could stay Olt of the mud some while working. D Trp was also working the road between Ban Me Thuot and Due Lap. And ttis day, the NVA decided to aroousti D Trp's 
convoy. D Trp cals for help and both ACTs come ruming. I can still see Ill DTrp's 106 RRs shooting up the frort of the ambush and a solid stream of Cobras andChlrie 
Models pooing s_t from above with more LOHs then you could count screening the flanks looki1g for guys trying to get awi1J. It was beawlul!! Filally the celilg was 
almost on the trees and I was getting dark, so we left; bti l'U bet the NVA were sad that di1J for having ambushed that convoy. 

On the 15th, B Trp moved to An Khe and was opconed to the 173rd Abn Bde based al Bong Song (LZ English). This cut short C Trp's training time with B Trp. C Trp wert back 
to Enari and because B Trp could occupy some former 1st CAV billets and maintenance areas, they became operational in only 30 holEs. For the next two weeks they conducted 
area recomaissance, road convoy coverage, BDAs, and acted as a quick reaction force for the 173rd. On the 21st, A Trp's Blues and D Trp were conductilg a cordon and sea-ch 
of a village. A LOH was shot down while screening the flanks btI no one was injured. Higher added M/1 O Cav to the 'fun' and soon everyone had made cortact. By the end of 
the di1J, the NVA had lost 22 men, 12 packs, over 300 pou,ds of explosive and some weapons. 

September - On the 1st, C Trp became operational and started working the same 4th Div AOs from the la Orang Valley to Oak Sang tlllf both A and B Trps had •~ed' earler i1 
the year. On the 9th, B Trp was reassigned to TF Sotih and moved back to the 'sun and surf' of Phan Thiel. Since someone had been kind enou!jJ to C001)1et~ buldoze 'The 
Morgue', they started over and built 'The Second Morgue• which is illustrated in the camp diagrams section. A Trp had plerty to do IUi1g battles that started abOlt the 10lh 
around the SF camp a Due Lap. The Scouts follld a bunker complex and received irtense AW fire. The Guns and two airstrikes resuls il 12 NVA kied and approxinatet,, 30 
blllkers destroyed. On the 12th, A Trp's GlllS were called to support a recon platoon. One ship took five 50 cal AA hits wtich damaced the tail rotor cortrols. The plot was able 
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to make a safe emergency landing at Ban Me Thuot. On the 13th, both of LOHs on an A Trp team were hit by AA fire. One crashed and W01 Thomas C. Jacobs and W01 C11'111 
L Andersen lied and the other made a safe emergency landing. The Lift ships were used to take the wounded to the hospital at Ban Me Tooot. On the 14th, while workilg ne,. 
the Ban Don SF camp, A Trp spotted abot.t 100 NVA on top of a mountain. The Guns ships and runerous airsbikes were expended lni dale. The next day a CIDG elemert swept 
the area and estinated from the blood and flesh left there that at least 30 people were killed or wounded. The Scouts foUowed the trail and found 30 to 40 NVA. Two airstri(es 
were pLt il re~ il six second.-y explosions that sent smoke rising for more than 100 feet Later intelligence revealed this was an NVA heavy weapons company. On the 
18th, A Trp's Scot.ts fot.nd an NVA rest area complete with ponchos and fresh sleeping mats. Then one NVA was killed as three tried to flee the area On the 21th, afrienltj ri 
made cortact near Due Lap and had three wounded. The only PZ was not large enough for a UH-1 ; bLt the OH-6As were able to hover down and perform an emergency medevac. 
Dtmg this morth, the 412th TC Det deployed to Vietnam and would team with the C Trp for many months to come. VHPA Member Paul Kunkel provides the folowilg details: 

The 412th was one of several dozen small bit important aircraft maintenance detactvnents raised in the States and sent to Vietnam because the Arrrr/ had learned the hard 
way that the aviml units needs more mairtenance support. CWO Wiltiam Olds was the officer charged with fonning the 412th at Ft. Benning during the sunmer of 1968. 
The unil deployed by air to Pleiku without ls weapons! Their weapons arrived two days. ReallY no one in the Pleiku area was expecting them - nice to know the Arrrr/ was 
only a little disorganized in those days! Arf/way, somehow the 412th got passed to the 7117th and to C Trp. I joined the detactvnent just as many of the "originals" were 
leavilg and would spend most of my tour at An Son with C Troop. 

October - On the 4th, A Trp's ARP performed a cordon and search of a village. The Scouts noticed two NVA escaping and killed one and wounded the other. The Blues capll.lred 
the wot.nded man, both weapons and their packs. Later il the day, the Guns fired on four NVA, killing one. The airsbike killed another and during the post strike, the Scot.ts kiled 
a ttwd. On the 9th, A Trp perfonned a VR and found some people harvesting rice. Suddenly they produced AKs and started shooting at the Scouts. One LOH took five hls bti 
three rice harvesters died. On the 14th, A Trp's Scow observed three VC in a camouflaged hootch. Only one managed to escape. On the 25th, A Trp left Ban Me TllJot and 
rellmed to Camp Enari. Meanwhile, the Monsoons ended at the beginning of the month, and B Trp supported elements of the 173rd Abn, 3/506 Abn, and the 44th ARVN Regimert 
cuilg the ITIO!th. They made contact with the enemy 21 limes and inserted the Blues nine limes. The coordinated efforts between B T rp and supporting unls resutted il 11 VC 
kiled, two VC and six weapons captured. On the 26th, B Trp was grounded for two days due to fuel contamination. Their maintenance crews worked day and rijt to fkJsh al 
aircraft fuel eels and liles with grain alcohol. By the afternoon of the 27th, B Trp was mission ready again. On the 27th, C Trp was screening an area east of the la Drang between 
the Oasis and Plei Me. VHPA Member John Kawa remembers the battle this way: 

C Trp had been in countJy several months and until this day had experienced very little actual enemy contact. I was beginning to wonder when and if heavy contact would 
happen. I can remamber being concerned that if this routine continued we would all fall into complacency and someone would get hurt. We were working 011 of the Oasis 
which was a small strip with minimal refuel and rearm facilities. At that lime the 2nd Bde had its HDQ there. It was located on the northern side of the famous la Drang valley 
along QL 19 that continued west to Due Co near the Cambodian boarder. Our AO that day was on lhe eastern edge of the valley; the counbyside was basically flal and covered 
wlh scrub. As was our custom, the lead LOH had a Gunner and an Observer while my ship had a mini-gun and an Observer. I betieve Hub Roberts flew lead that day. He 
was a GREAT Sew pilot and a FUNNY, FUNNY person. We were following a dirt road looking for any signs of recent crossings. As usual, I made my search in random 
patterns mertally keeping track of which areas were covered and which stiU needed checking. I often overlapped my searches approaching tikely hiding places or travel 
rot.tes from several different directions in an attempt to pickup something that I might have missed on a previous pass. The VC and NVA were very clever tu like al tunaris 
they needed food, water, and a safe place to rest As a Scout we were trained to understand these needs and to look at the terrain in those tenns. On one pass I skited the 
edge of a vilage and noticed piles of freshly harvested rice. The lay of the land was perfect for concealed movemert as the village was located on the edge of a smal bkJfl 
next to a shalow draw forested with single canopy trees and heavy undergrowth. In the open areas, tall grass grew everywhere. There was a smaU stand of trees between 
the vilage and the entrance down into the draw and we started our search there. On the fl(st pass, I discovered some freshly dug trenches for both personnel and AWs. I 
slowed down and on the second pass, saw some satchels and tools laying around the base of the trees. Subsequent passes at even slower speeds did not solicl arry 
response or movement and I passed all this up to the Guns and MAJ Frost in the C&C. MAJ Frost decided to have one LOH land near the edge of the trees to capture as 
ITWf)' of the satchels as possible. We all felt that they could contain valuable intelligence information. I covered Hub's landing in a clear open area next to the trees. I watched 
ttie Gunner jump OLt, pistol in hand, and dash ilto the trees. As I circled I could see him gathering several satchels and then all heU broke lose. Hub reported AW fire coming 
from the trees. I could see the Gt.mer sprinting back to the LOH with one of the satchels. It must have been very heavy because it seemed to take him forever to reach his 
ship. I know everyone in the air was willing him to run faster. I immediately rolled back around onto the trees and laid down a burst of mini into the tree line. My adrenalin 
jLmped up a bunch. There was so much to watch for: enemy movement. the position of the other helicopters, the tree lines, the village, the status of my ship, and on and 
on. Many things, however, were second nature: tistening for instructions from the C&C, staying out of easy lines of fire, keep moving and altering flight patterns, watchilg 
for the enemy. The situation was compUcated by the fact that the viUage was so close to the contact area. The C&C had to get permission to engage in full contact and 
somelines this could take forever. The Guns were getting impatient. They had a score to settle. Someone was shooting at the people they were supposed to protect and 
this could not continue. Everyone got safely back irto the air without any injuries. Hub quickly reported that the satchel was a two man carry job, weighed abot.t 120 l>s 
ar.d was filled with plastic explosives! Ed's team arrived, was briefed and we departed for the Oasis. 

We cormue the story from the front se.t of a Cobra and VHPA Member Bob MitcheU tells us: The second team had Sterling Cox and R.A. Jones in the lead Gun, Danny 
Norman and myself as wing, Ed Johnson p~oted the lead LOH with LT Pat Murphy as a observer and SP4 Vosine as gunner, and Bill Nichols as wing. Apparertly MAJ Frost 
had ordered up the Bk.Jes because one of the wst things we did after relieving the first team was to insert the Blues. They quickly moved in and picked up abot.t 60 packs. 
MAJ Frost split the team about that time; Ed and Sterting covered the Blues and Bill and Danny started tracking the escaping NVA force. It wasn't very long or very far, maybe 
7 - 800 meters to the northeast when Bill drew fire. We immediately rolled in and fired the area up with rockets, rninigun and 40mm. The jungle wasn't very high or dense 
here and our munitions were very effective. Our ship was functioning perfectly, something that had taken a lot of personal interest by all of the Gun pilots to make happen. 
We ask Bill to go back in and check the area out. At this point, Danny and I used an unusual tactic, I suppose, in that we dropped down low and flew a tactical right wing on 
the Scout ship. We went in fast as we expected it to be hot. I had the action switches depressed and the turret weapons aimed under the LOH. As he passed over the 
bottom of the draw I saw two sets of muzzle flashes coming out of a bush; I was on the mini and literally tore down the bush even as Bill was calling 'receiving fire". He 
folowed that wlh 'there's a bunch of them rt.ming up that trail to the left". I came off the mini orto the 40mm and just ate up the trail. We later found two dead il the bush 
and five on the trail. We wert back to altitude and made some more runs. I think Sterling came over and helped us. We took the LOH / Gun team back down agail bti 
couldn't draw any more fire. So Bill started to slow down and take a good look. It wasn't very !ong before he had a body court up in the 20 and was not taking any fi"e .­
al. Abot.t this time, the Blues were ready to be extracted. Their PZ was about 400 meters to the west and MAJ Frost had the last sUck reinsert a Blue Squad in a si1gle ship 
LZ to search the bodies. The LZ wasn't much - high grass surrounded by scrub with a few 100 - 150 foot trees. It seemed relatively safe as we had not been able to provoke 
a response il abot.t 20 miniles. In reality the NVA had hunkered down hoping we would go away. As the Blues started down the trail toward the dead NVA, their poirt man, 
SP4 Edw•d J. Maslyn, was shot and killed by a 51 that penetrated his flak jacket front and back. The remaining six Blues scurried back to 50 meters or so to thei" LZ where 
they were taking fl(e from three side. They were calling for help saying they had left their point man down the trail and didn't know if he was dead or alive. The air te.-ns 
were back in normal coofigurcEOn again. Ed was talking to the Blues and said he would hover down the trail, to see if he could find the soldier and make a determination. I 
watched almost in fascination as he hovered high (about 150 foot) over the LZ. The enemy were so close in on the Bk.Jes that we were not shooting. I saw the muzzle 
flashes shift from firing at the Blues towards Ed's LOH. These scenes are brazened in my mind. i can see them as clearly as if I was sliU sitting in the frort seat of that Snake. 
I watched as the aircraft started taking hits, then started to spin violently, struck the largest tree which ripped off the tailboom, and then tumble down the side of the tree to 
the ground on the side away from the Blues. It immediately started to burn. The smokes, WPs, and frags added to the burning jet fuel. My stomach sank as I was sure no 
one could have lived through such a crash. My first thoughts were -- why him, his wife had just had a baby about a month before. They were dead (so we thought) and 
we couldn't dwel on that; we had the Blues to save. The other team came back on station and we departed to rearm and refuel but we felt terrible, just terrible. 

We now return to John Kawa's story. The call came about one hour into our rest penod and we knew something was up because th:11 was shorter than nonnal. I had heard 
ITWf)' stories abol1 what a downed heticopter scene looked like but until you actually see one laying on the ground, on its ;;ide, a long column of smoke rising from its sheU; 
you wil never understand the emotion of that sight. The rest of the Blues were inserted and was pushing toward the downed crew but not making much progress. The C&C 
told me we were up against an NVA unl that had been pushed down into the draw and had taken up a position on the opposite slope. They had set up a 51 cal on this ridge 
and convnanded a good position over the ertire area. The first attempt to rescue Ed was made by a Dust-Off from Pleiku. As it hovered over the crash site, I could see the 
51 firi1g al it and the Huey shuddered with each impact. Finally, he had to break away. How it flew back to the Oasis is still a mystery to me? Later we had a chance to look 
al this stip and confirm the fact that it was a miracle it wasn't shot down. AU of this was taking place as I circled the area looking for signs of movement and tryilg to keep 
out of the way of the enemy guns. The sun was getting low in the sky and it would be dark in about an hour. I was so intent on watching the ground that I did not see the 
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one lar?e tree that stood on the edge of the draw until my Observer screamed with terror. I had just enough time to clear the main body of the LOH over the top of the tree. 
The skids, unfortunately. went through the tree and were well camouflaged with foliage when I emerged on the other side. I also realized that a change of clothes was in 
order when we got back to base. All through this lime, MAJ Frost had been working with the mech inf unit that was sneaking up on the rear of the NVA position. The objective 
was to trap them between 01,r Blues in the draw and this unit. To make a long story short, the plan worked fairly well. The NVA position was overrun, although many managed 
to sneak off into the valley under the cover of the approaching darkness. The mech unit linked up with our Blues and were able to transport Ed to an open area where he 
was evaced to Pleiku. The 51 was captured and we displayed it outside our mess hall as a memorial to SP4 Maslyn who died that day. 

We'll let Bob Mitchell provide some more to the story. As we were rearming the first lime, a Medevac ship came limping into the Oasis and made a hydraulics out landing. 
They had been really shot up attempting to get our guys out. I remember they were shot through the red cross on the right side and the medic in the back had been shot in 
the "chicken plate• right over his heart. He was a very happy camper, however, ii knocked him down but other than that he wasn't hurt. The team I was with were back in 
and out of the fight several more limes that day. It was a real mess as we had leadership stacked up over the battle, some talking on the freq we were used with the Blues. 
I remember Hub Roberts yelling at the Bde Cmdr to stay off the net as we had a fight in progress. The 'Colonel' whoever he was came back with "I'm the boss and will talk 
on whatever net I please•. I remember wishing I knew which Huey was his because I had the sudden urge to shoot his ass down!! Anyway, the mech inf folks had been 
working our way ever since we started getting into the fight. They were a lifesaver - literally!! They rolled through the enemy, on line, as we continued to pound them from 
above. The NVA pretty much gave up and ran when the APCs showed up. They found LT Murphy (Ed's left seat) in a dazed condition standing in the middle of a small 
stream right in the middle of the fire fight. How he got there from the crash site, through the middle of the fire fight, without getting captured or killed remains a mystery! It 
was starling to get dark when they finally had the place relatively secure. MAJ Frost then directed the Blues to •get dog tags or whatever you can recover' from Ed's ship. 
Ed had miraculously escaped the crash and with an injured back, had lifted the burning LOH off Murphy and pulled him to safety. Ed later said he thought it was the NVA 
app~oaching him and he had a very difficult lime holding his fire as the Blues approach. He was armed with his 38 and Murphy's 45. He did hold his fire until the first face 
appeared through the brush; it was an American. C Trp killed over 40 NVA that day and we continued to pursue them down that draw to the southeast for the next two days. 
From the documents we recovered, we were able to learn that we had been the reception party for an NVC sapper Bn that had just arrived from Cambodia. 

November - On the 1st B Trp reconed the Le Hong Fong forest which is north of Phan Thiel and is basically several square miles of uninhabited area bounded by QL 1 to the south, 
west, and north and the sea on the east. The VC considered this 'home' and B Trp would work this AO many, many limes during its stay at Phan Thiel. On this day, the Scow 
located a VC training area. The Blues were inserted and found a small hospital as well. On the 2nd, while enroute to an AO west of the Oasis, A Trp's Scouts spotted approximalety 
eight men traveling along a trail. As the helicopters passed, the men took cover. After determining that there were no friendlies in the area. A Trp's Scouts and Guns engaged the 
NVA. During one exchange SP4 Moe Tameyoza an observer on a LOH was killed. An airstrike was called in before an infantry unit moved to sweep the battlefield. They found 
i:ight dead NVA and captured one AK-50, 20 grenades, four 82mm mortar rounds, 25 packs and several bags and rolls of rice. During the rest of the month, A Trp only made 
contact once and killed but two VC. From the 4th through the 10th, B Trp staged out of Bao Loe and supported the 31503rd Abn and the 2nd ARVN Rangers on an area sweep. 
lhe operation was disappointing in that it netted only a dozen detainees and some captured rice, ammo, and clothes. On the 10th, C Trp started ar. eight day period where they 
made heavy enemy contact most every day while working the Cambodian Border near Due Co. VHPA Member Jim Cunningham vividly recalls: 

Nothing ever seemed to phase MAJ Frost and when we flew together I could count on almost anything happening. The 14th was no exception. We had a sniffer kit installed 
in the back of our regular C&C ship. The Troop had deployed to the Oasis for the day. We would be flying a sniffer mission near the Cambodian border as the low ship with 
a Red and White team as back up. Arryway, we had just flown over an area with numerous trails and the sniffer unit registered a response. We made a 360 to come back 
for another look and as we completed the turn, we were inbound on our original ground track - a bad idea! The cockpit seemed to explode when a 12. 7nm round came 
through the lower right corner of the windshield and exited through the 1st Aid kit above the MAJ's head. The second round took out the number 3 hanger bearing and 
severed the tail rotor drive shaft. We also took several hits from SA fire. As we cleared the area. we found that it was difficult to maintain both airspeed and altlude. I was 
the only one able to transmit to outside world, so Frost was busy providing me with information to pass on to our Red and White teams and to the Oasis TOC. We sort of 
flew, really more of a side slip, toward LZ Vera which, Thank God, had just been opened a few days prior to this. But there was no area available for a running landing, so 
from abOII 75 feet up Frost chopped the throttle and we spun in. The Huey stayed upright after we hit although we managed to bend the skids and tail boom. Amazingly 
enough, no one was hurt from either the enemy fire or the crash. I did learn the lesson that if you didn't have your survival gear strapped to you - it stayed in the aircraft. 
Frost moved to my position and kept directing the operation until we were picked up by one of our slicks and flown back to the Oasis. I was sent back to Enari to fill w the 
paper work on our crash landing while Frost took off in another Huey to continue with the mission. By the end of the day the second C&C had received several hits from two 
51 Gals! Like I said, flying with MAJ Frost was always an experience!! 

On the 12th, B Trp worked out of Long Song North, a FSB occupied by two 175s. The Blues were inserted at 1300 in a small clearing at the mouth of a canyon. In the narrow 
canyon, they found some caves and a cache of 100 entrenching tools, 28 knives, some claymore mines and grenades, and 75 100 lb. demolition charges. The 101 st reinforced 
with another platoon and both spent the night secu,ing the area. At 0545 the next morning B Trp's aircraft were overhead and the Infamy moved out. By 0730 they had found 
,mother cache. While one squad worked with the cache, the rest came under heavy AWs tire. The enemy guns were quickly flanked and five VC killed. The second cache yielded 
more demo charges, mines and grenades, some weapons and a blacksmith's forge. All the Infantry was extracted that evening. On the 21st during a recon abo~ 35 miles 
northwest of Phan Thiel, enemy ground fire downed a LOH killing 1 LT Clifford Welding and badly wounding the observer, SGT Stanley Green. AH flyable aircraft were scrambled. 
I he Lift ships received heavy AW fire on final to the LZ but completed the insertion about 15 minutes after the LOH went down. Within six minutes after the insertion. the Blues 
1cached the still burning LOH and found SGT Green badly wounded and burned. Sadly he died on a Dust Off enroute to the aid station. After securing 1 LT Welding's body, the 
Blues pursued the VC but were unable to establish contact and were extracted. On the 24th, A Trp found and partially destroyed a large bunker complex near Polei Kleng. On the 
~6th, C Trp held the famous 'Last Meeting of the Original Chaparrals' as a farewell to MAJ Jack Frost. During November, D Trp moved from the Ban Me Thuot area to LZ Mary 
I ou which was 3 kms south of Kontum and was the headquarters for the 2nd Bde. Their duties were daily convoy escorts to Polei Kleng and firebase security. 

December - There are certain ironies in writing history. A classic is the section of B Trp's Unit History that covers this period. It say: "The month ... was a busy one for all members. 
I he Blues were insened a total of 15 limes. Twice they received sniper fire and only three occasions actually engaged the enemy in extremely heavy fire fights.• It continues with 
;u1 account of the enemy equipment captured or destroyed along with 15 VC killed and 6 captured. The unit history ends by saying that the ACT suffered one KIA, IOU" WIAs, and 
had one LOH destroyed. Time now pives us so;ne advantages the unit historian never had. The soldier that died was SGT Ray McKibben and this is a record of his actions: 

The Felton, GA native was serving as a team leader of a 16 man recon patrol near Song Mao in southern II Corps on 6 Dec 1968, in an area of known enemy personnel and 
equipment. He was a team leader of the point element and the third man in the formation maneuvering along a well traveled trail, when the men came under heavy AW fire 
from a fortified bunker. SGT McKibben, assessing the situation, charged through the bamboo and heavy brush to the armed position, killed the enemy gumer, secured his 
weapon and directed the patrol forward. Later, his patrol again came under heavy fire from bunkers and as the men took cover one feU wounded. SGT McKibben sprang 
to his comrade's side and 1Jnder fire, pulled him to safety behind the cover of some rocks and administered first aid. Seeing that his patrol was pinned down, he charged 
thraugh the brush against a hail of AW fire, killed the enemy with a rifle shot and captured the weapon. He then continued his assault against the next bunker, firing his 
weapons as he charged. But as he approached this position, his own rifle ran out of ammunition so he switched to the captured weapon. When that was emptied, SGT 
McKibben s~enced the enemy position with two hand grenades. As his men moved forward another position opened fire. He reloaded his M-16, and as he single handedly 
attacked the position, he was hit by enemy fire. Though mortally wounded, he was able to able to fire a final burst from his weapon which killed another enemy soldier and 
enabled the patrol to continue the operation. In the end the patrol totaled eight enemy dead, five killed by SGT McKibben. On 7 Apr 1970, SGT Ray McKibben of B Trp's 
Blues was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

On the 6th, A Trp worked southeast of Kontum to check out an area of freshly cultivated fields when they discovered approximately 75 weH camouflaged huts in a valley. The 
:;couts drew intense fire with one ship taking four hits. Air strikes were called in with unknown results as the enemy continued to stay hidden. During the period 18 to 26 Dec, A 
I 1p was given down lime for aircraft maintenance and do conduct annual training requirements. On the 27th, A Trp worked out of FB Blackhawk and when the Scouts received 
111e from an area with a large number of bunkers, one VC was killed. The Blues were inserted and by the end of the day 28 detainees were taken w of the bunkers. During the 
last two days of the year, A Trp's Blues worked with a 4th Div LRRP to secure and extract over 12,000 pounds of rice from an area not far the Camp Enari. During December, 
.11ter being released from duties around LZ Mary Lou, D Trp was given a true cavalry assignment; namely an egg shaped TAOR of approximalety 20 kms centered on Camp Enari. 
11 r rp conducted from three to seven day operations throughout their TAOR. 
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Y • End Summary • On the tactical side, the Sqoo, especiatf the Infantry, fought extremely well during T et and earned the respect and !Jatitude of many COITIITlcr1ds. 
ecppmertside, the venerable UH-1 Cs were replaced wilhAH-1 Gs. On the organization side, C Trp's desigmmon was permanerily changed to F/Bth Cav btJ a new c Trpr 
arrived from the Staes. Also ari ai'craft mairterJcllCe TC Detactvnents was attached to each ACT. 

1969 

The prinay Sotl'ce materials for this year are: For HHT, a 12 page AUHS prepared by WO Robert Rogers. For A Trp, a 28 page AUHS prepared by CPT George E. Snyder 11 
folows the style btJ does not provide nearly as much detail as the previous year's. It still includes a few sertences for each significan evel1. For B Trp, a 16 page AUHS pr 
by WO Byron M. Wll<ilson Iha lllfortimett devotes the majorty of is volume to abridging maerial Iha we already have from the previous year's. In fact <ri,' two pages 
cover 1969 aper.mans and they, for some reason, start in September. For C Trp, a six page AUHS prepared by 1 LT John L. Davis. For D Trp, a ten page AUHS prepared ii, 
Thomas K. Baldenweck. For the Sqdn, a 48 page Operational Report • Lessons Le.med (OR-LL) for the period 1 NOV through 31 JAN, a 45 page OR-LL for the period I 
tkou!t130APR, a 40page OR-LL for the period 1 MAYthrough31 JUL, a 32 page OR-LL for the period 1 AUG through 31 OCT, and a48 page OR-LL for the period 1 NOV 
31 JAN 70. 

Jniary • For the first week of the year, A Trp cormued to work the area around FB Blackhawk. The Blues were inserted almost every day as they worked tkough 
complexes and smal NVA base camp areas. They usually captured some equipment, clothing, rice, etc., would destroyed any tus and bunkers they found; btJ they lid~ 
cortact. On the 151h, A Trp's Scous observed ari enemy force on a former US FB and had the Guns fire them up. The Blues were inserted, resulting in nine NVA kiled .nf 
~ed. They aso captu-ed some amno packs cortairing 57mm projectiles. Also on the 15th, C Trp worked an AO north of Plei Djereng. A Cobra flown by 1 LT Sterling E. 
and W01 James B. Petteys crashed while makilg a gun run and both pilots were killed. The NVA demonstrated great fire control discipline urtil the Blues were ilserted. 
llJge ballle developed thcf would last for several days. Whet follows is one accout of lh.t ballle: 

On the 151h, PFC Garfield Langhorn, ari RTO in C Trp's Blues accompanied his unit on a search and rescue mission north of Plei Djereng. The plaoon was inserted 
300 meters from a downed Cobra. After hacking their Wlff to the crash sie, they retrieved the bodies of the two pilots. Because of the additional load and the tenar\ 
Blues were forced to travel down the motrtain side to the river where a better PZ was locaed. As the point lead the Wlff down to the stream bed, less lhcll 50 mete,1 
the PZ, the erue visible~ of the river bed erupted wilh a holocaust of weapons fi'e. As the platoon leader hurriedly directed tis men irto a hasty perineter, PFC L 
had already ramoed the plaoon's crlical snJaion to the orbililg gunships and the C&C ship. The Guns provided supporting fire btJ darkness soon irtervened, pr 
accmlle aerial SlW(lrt. Realizing this, the NVA begari to probe the perimeter, lobbing hand grenades inside. PFC Larighom was lying between tis plaoon leader 
rifleman, providing cover fi'e for them and tis wounded comrades in addition to controlling the radio. SUddenly, a hand grenade sailed irto the perimeter, roling to• 
on Lllrl!jlom's left side, a few feet from some of tis wounded comrades. Wilhott hesiillioo, PFC Langhorn chose to protect the lives of tis buddies. TlYusting his ~ 
the !Jenade, he scooped the object benecllh limself and absorbed the explosion. Smothering the blast with his body, Langhorn, in devotion to his fellow comrades, r 
the filal ulinclle act above and beyond the cal of duy. On Apr 7, 1970, PFC Larighom was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

VHPA Member Bob MilcheU provides ariother accout of this battle. The story really starts the night before. There was a real argumert in the Doug Hammond's (tile 
pla III) room over who would fly w~ Sterilg Cox. Cox was known as a •cowboy' and a young WO we nicknamed 'hlffseed' (because he was a blonde towheaded y 
kid) was refusing to fly w~ him. He would not be persuaded as he insisted Sterling was going to kill someone, and it wasn't going to be him. The argumert stopped 
Jin Petteys, ariother AH-1 G AC, said: 'stop the argument, l'I fly with him.' Hlf/seed flew wing the next dlff and lived; Petteys and Cox did not I was flying lead ScC4 I 
would fly lead if the schedue dictlled, btJ I much preferred the wing position because ii had the minigun. I think thcf was probably a carry over from my days fttOJ 
I warted a trigger Lnder my finger. The morning was pretty much uneventful as we were searching the river west of Konb.111 for crossing sies. There were major 
networks coming in from the west to the river, abot.t 30 to 50 meters wide at the point of our search. They picked up on the east side and continued east. We stoppecl 
a smal SF Camp, Polei Kleng I think, for llllch. We were sbing around on a booch of old 175mm barrels eating Cs and shooting our 38s at tin caris. In the proceaa 
discOYered if you took real carefu aim you could shoot the barbed wire fence in half. Well, shortly after we had broken the second strand of a tkee strand fence, a 
came flying up and a young SF CPT got otJ and ripped us a new one. He wanted to know who was in charge. We were all WOs or enlisted, so we poirted to 1 LT Cox. 
CPT raved abotJ how they had plJ up the fence to keep the cows off the blankety blank airstrip to make it better for the avicllors and now here were the avicllors 
down tis fence. Well, Sterwig just took the hea and gave us that little grin of tis as the CPT drove off. We finished lunch and headed for our aircraft when I remembol.; 
had not crossed the date off ITPf "short liners calendar"; something I did every morning without fail. I mentioned t to Jin Petteys, who was climbing into the frort ol C 
Snake. He made the hex sign at mew~ tis fingers and said 'Stiff awlff from me, something bad's going to happen.' We al la.lghed and started otJ on the mission. I 
hovering arOIIld down on the river searching the bariks when we discovered several dugout canoes sunk close along the bank. They had large rocks in them to hold 
Lnder water IDil they were needed to ferry supplies across the river. I informed the Guns and asked if they wned to shoot them up. Dumb question! Gun pilols !Ht 
shoot! Siering called for us to mark the target, which I did. We hovered in close, let a smoke start to bum and then dropped it in the water. It dyed the water and rNdl 
good aim poirt. I said, 'Smokes Ol.(" and started a climbing left tum watching the first Cobra (Cox) inbound out the left door looking across in front of the observer. The 
was being made perpendicular to the valey w~ fairtf high terrain to the rear (east) and a more gentle, but rapidly rising terrain to the frort (west). The first rockets 
long, inpacting on the shore west of the boats. The Cobra's dive steepened sharply, too low, as I cari only assume Cox knew we would raze him for missing the target I 
could see the mini raking the water as Jin worked the turret. Too late Cox pulled the Cobra up sharply. The aircraft responded and was in a nose up attitude, btJ conrut 
to 'roosh" tkOIJ!jl. It started twtilg trees, the blades coned incredibly as branches and large linbs flew. I started down, knowing they were going to crash. The C 
staggered and started to rise - they were going to make it - btJ then exploded!! The explosion was as a napalm strike and Cox and Petteys died inst~. MAJ Le<I~ 
told me to go in to look for suvivors. I did, but knew there was no hope. The fire was intense and the onboard ammunition was exploding everywhere. It was dar1Q8f 
to sllff too close, btJ I tried. The CO was beside himself! He called and launched the blues; then landed abolJ 150 meters awlff and let his crewchief and gi.mer ot• , 
teling me to guide them to the wreckage. I did ttis by hovering slowly backward down the hill, guiding them through the ttick jungle wilh hand signals. As I nea-ed 
wreck, a tllge explosion rocked my ship. I cari only assume it was the 40mm drum going up all at once. I was thankful the two guys on the ground weren't Iha cloM 
the sie yet. The Lift armed and a ScotJ escorted them irto the LZ as the Gun team on station was a composed of two very inexperienced wingmen. As the Blues st 
walking down toward the wreck, we had to break for fuel. When we armed back on stillioo, there was big trouble!! The NVA had allowed our Blues to get the boaes (ltllf 
were too hot to harilie and the slicks had hovered in one by one dropping fire extinguishers which the Blues used to cool the bodies enough to get them in the bags) 
then ambushed them as they worked their Wlff down to the river where a saridbar was to be thei.' PZ. I found the Blues laying in a small clearing, in a smal circle, am.a 
feet to feet, facing ot.t I think there were 18 of them. The NVA was very close in on them. So close in fact, that we had to use the ScOIJS for fire support as the Old 
coucil't shoot thcf close. We made pass after pass wilh 60 door guns shooting within ten meters of our guys and them all the while teling us to move it in. It was ~ 
to get very dark when the our Lift arrived with the ready reaction force. A nigtt insertion, time arid time again, into hot LZs - who ever said 'slicks are for kids". Bob P1rMf, 
one of the original Chaparrals and a 11ea slick driver, plJ seven guys in the wrong LZ. On climb out, he realized he had put them in short and called that he was goi1g 
to get-them. The Bn Cmdr said to leave them; they would marry up later. They turned out to be the luckiest group as they were in the NVA's rear and the NVA <idnl 
to know it!! They wached, couted, and kiled when they could for the next two dlf/S. The first nigtt was probably the worst. The NVA had our guys SllTounded, calq 
to them in the nigtt as in the old Japariese war movies. Grenades rained in all night. I remember talking to the LT over a game of pool some time later. He was sti •rift'Jt# 
by those days; btJ he did a GREAT job <It.mg thcf batle. He said you'd hear a trod and only have a split second to decide if the grenade was in the hole w~ you oc 
just larided nearby. Once or twice he had jumped cu of the hole and laid flat on the ground when the blast wert off. Once he didn't move and nothing happened. The 
morning aknost everyone found a wd !Jenade near them; his was in the hole with him!! It was during this period the PFC Larighom covered a grenade as noted abo¥t 
The LT aso said there were holes in the Cobra's mast and that crash site was in close proximity to an NVA bunker complex. He said it seemed possible to hin for the NVA 
gtflllerS to believe the Cobra was fi'ing at them and lhat they had opened up on Cox as he was corning through the trees! Arrfwlff, finally it was too dark and the Scout 
were of no more use; we were ordered home. I gave the controls to my observer and hung my head and cried. Sterling was a very good friend. I didn't fly the nellt two 
days as the batle ragged. I don't know why. I think because I was so close to Cox. Instead I paced the Trp area waiting for word from the front. The NVA finally witha 
and we got everyone ott. I believe there were five US dead. C T rp lost PFC Langhorn and the two pilots, but I also think almost every one of our Blues were wounded. 

February • llTou!tl otJ the last half of Jan and most of Feb, A Trp worked the area between FB Blackhawk and Kontum. Their recomaissance efforts confimed inteltigenct 
estinaes thcf the enemy was building a large base in the area While they did not make any significant contact, they were directly responsible for capturing large quanOOes ti 
enemy medical and food supplies. AbotJ tlis time TF South had worked cu a 'routine' for B Trp and VHPA Member Claude-Michael Quigley provides some details to help us WIii 
the gap in the official tistory. 
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The duty wasn't too bad at all while B Trp was at Phan Thiet. With some rare exceptions we only fought the VC which did not have the M w1:.,p11I r . 11 ... ri ,,-. 111,1 " , o1 .. ,. 
us 11 the Pleiku area. I was the Gun Platoon leader during part of the first hall of 1969. We'd stage out of Phan Rang, Dalal (Carn Ly), amt 11a11 1111. .,111" ,1 ,., " o1 , , , . , , • 
two weeks, then some new place like Dalat (Lien Khuong) every now and then. But I'd guess about hall the time we staged either OL( of our ow,I1.Ja:;1: i:.11,,I, ,,, • ,, ,,,, 1 ,., ,, , 
Naturally we went where ever TF South sent us. Most of the time it was that large hilly region bounded by Phan Rang, the valley sol1h of Dalat, Bao Loe, 1111 :1, :., ,, ,11, ", 11,, 
II Corps boundary. That was some really beautiful country. We worked with the 31506th Abn a lot as they were also based at Phan Thiet. We really hall a11 1:x1.1:ll,·11I 
relationship with them. Their commander seem to understand how to use Air Cavalry and as a result would ask South for us almost on a daily basis. If we ever got i111, u11h1t :. 
or maybe it would be better to say, if we ever got our Blues into more trouble than we had 'planned' (as if you can plan a battle), the Abo guys always backed us up. Many 
a day ended with B Trp having extracted and inserted a couple of their platoons or even a company. The Bn CO always liked us. He knew that if one of his units hit the s t, 
he could call us and, unless we had our Blues in, we'd haul ass to support them. The Abn guys loved to work with the LOHs and often called Gun runs virtually in their laps. 
They trusted us and we trusted them; so it was great. TF South used to keep an American or Australian Destroyer or Light Cruiser along the coast. If our AO was on the 
coast, our C&C would carry a Marine to call in Naval Gun fire. Let me tell you, 5' and 8' Naval Gun fire is extremely accurate and truly impressive! The Air Force had a FAC 
team based at Phan Thiel and those guys seemed to like our O Club, so we were always on good terms with them. We could get an airstrike most any time with about 30 
minutes notice. 

hrch - From 1 Mar through 14 Apr, A Trp was opconed to the 1st Bde participating in Operation Wayne Grey. The 1st Bde started from areas around Polei Kleng and foUowed 
1 lip into the Plei Trap Valley. On the 1st, A Trp conducted a VR of Ll Swinger priorto a battalion CA and determined that at least an NVA company occupied this abandoned Ll. 
I:111ed with this knowledge, the Guns provided escort as the Lift made the insertion. The Scouts provided close fire support for the Infantry and killed three NVA. Two LOHs 
<1.i:ived battle damage. 

After VHPA Member Dick Marshall reviewed a draft of the history for his period, he wrote: Looking over the names of the pilots that flew for our Sqdn really brouglt back a 
flood of memories. MAJ Wilder was an exceUent pilot; extremely brave and a real team player. While he was the S-1 he often found some reason to escape the desk and 
fly in the AO. MAJ Glover commanded A Trp while I ran TF Ruthless at Ban Me Thuot during Oct-Nov 68. He was an outstanding troop leader and very dynamic when 
executing combat missions. He always had great concern for his troops. It was an honor and a privilege to succeed him as Trp Cmdr because A Trp was really an outstanding 
unit. Rosy Rosenberger and Paul Pennington were both excellent XOs. They often lead combat operations. After CPT Bob Autry completed his tour as Scout Platoon Leader, 
he flew w~ the Lift Platoon but his heart was always with the Scouts. Once during Operation Wayne Grey, CW2 Bates was shot down in the middle of the NVA while bravely 
worked his LOH to prevent some friendlies from being over-run. Bob landed a Huey virtually on top of the dazed Scouts and pulled them out safely even though the NVA 
were almost ready to board the ship as weU and were directing unbelievably heavy fire at them. I can't say enough for the Scouts. I'd flown with the 1/9 Cav during my first 
tour; but A Trp's Scouts were the best I've ever seen! CPT John Pilote was an extremely cool and professional Scout leader. CPT Holbrook had three LOHs shot w from 
under him while defending a fire base insertion during Operation Wayne Grey. He flew from bunkerto bunker destroying the enemy. 1 LT Pospisel (we called him 'Pop-Sickle' 
was among the bravest of the Scouts - truly a totally fearless pilot. CPT Cart King was a really outstanding Gun pilot and leader. His 'Gun Bumies" were great; they could 
hit a dime from 500 yards out. CPT Joe Laehu was a mission oriented maintenance officer with the heart of a true cavalryman. Once we were afraid of loosing an aircraft 
severely damaged in a mortar attack. He came and flew ii out but could only achieve about 30 knots max because the entire canopy had been shot a'Nay. LT Mike Casey 
was the Blue Platoon Leader during the last part of 68 and the first hall of 69. He was fearless and everyone loved him. He extended so he could be discharged when he 
DEROSed and we assigned him to manage the Sqdn's O Club for his last few months. He had seen more than enough combat. Sometime after I returned to the Staes, I 
learned that he had volunteered to lead a team of Blues inserted to help a LRRP team that was pinned down. While he was bending over to pick up a womded LRRP, an 
NVA came out of a spider hole and shot Mike through the heart. I will never forget 'old Blue• - just 21 when he died. The history of Vietnam and of A Trp will never reflect 
the many acts of bravery by the pilots, crews, and men of this Trp. Combat units such as A Trp do not have the time nor the talent to wlie the a'Nard recoovnendalions that 
these men so rightly deserved. Their acts of bravery were so common that they became routine • simply, 'that is what I am expected to do as an air cavalryman.• This naion 
may never know what super human things these men achieved; but we that were there do. I wish I could some how express the love and pride and respect I hold ii my 
heart for the wonderful men who served so well in A Trp. May God always bless each and every one of them. 

, Ihe 2nd, northwest of Swinger, A Trp found a road under the triple canopy jungle and followed it for about a mile until they found two NVA 2 1/2 ton trucks. The Guns and 
• ·.Jrikes killed five NVA and destroyed the trucks. During the next three days, A Trp killed eight NVA while supporting 1st Bde elements. On the 6th, A Trp was sent to help a 1st 
~h: uni ii heavy cortact. The Scouts quickly found the two NVA mortars which the Guns destroyed. A Trp diverted to a help A-3/8 Inf which was being overroo. The ground 
:111dr adjusted the Gunship fire extremely close to his own men and they expended faster than the other teams could reload. The Scouts and Guns literally flew ilto the enemy 
, .r1ks to keep them off the friendly unit. Eventually the enemy advance slowed and A Trp's Lift brought in supplies and reinforcements. When the battle flllally ended, 280 NVA 

•hes were fol.fld. During the next week, A Trp continued working the Plei Trap, killed 16 NVA, destroyed four 2 1/2 ton trucks and one mortar, plus captured two 105rrvn 
,wilzers. The Lift provided emergency medevacs for 14 wounded. 

Dick Marshall provides some insights that will warm the heart of any good cav man: One interesting aspect happened during Wayne Grey when we found and destroyed 
numerous 2 1/2 ton trucks and several 105 howitzers. The Bde Opns just would not believe our 'SPOT' reports, so we inserted our Blues and called in a Chinook. We lifted 
out an NVA 21/2 ton truck and a 105 gun and literally dropped them at the door of their CP. From that day forward, they never questioried our reports! By the end of the 
Operation, we were still able to fly our missions but literally every ship had combat damage. During this Operation, the Scouts literally flew down and in front the Infantry. 
There is no doubt they saved hundred of American lives. Those Scouts were 'above the rest and the very, very besr. 

I lhe 8th, W01 Wally Carpenter and his observer, SGT David J. Phillips, of B Trp were killed while working a ridge line almost due west of Phan Thiet. VHPA Member Larry 
,.,icy recalls: 

I don't know anyone that didn't like Wally. He was one funny human being!! He and Gary Brydges had been through ffight school together and flew Snakes with me ii the 
Undertakers. Both Wally and Gary decided they are bored, flying monotonous circles watching two small LOHs for hours; so they vohneered for the Scow. After some 
time W'dlly became a Scalphunter. He had been flying with them for a month or so. There is a good picture of us in 'Winged Sabers•. AbOL( this time I remember Headquarters 
thought we were getting too sloppy in our appearance, and ordered that we at least shine our boots. As we left for our aircraft that morning, I scuffed w~·s shi1y boots 
and ran for the revetments. Wally told my front seat not to walk with when we came back because he had put an entrenching tool full of sand behind a tent and was going 
to throw it on me when we returned. My gumer didn't tell me this until after we had returned and Wally was dead. 

VHPA Member Mike Law provides a few more details: Most everyone I know that flew in Vietnam has certain days or events that are embossed in their minds. One of mine 
is the day Wally died. I can still play ii back with clarity that rivals something from my VCR. MAJ Scott Lyman, while stiU the Sqdn XO, had asked if I wanted to be his Opns 
Officer or Gun Pit Ldr when he assumed command of B Trp. I jumped at the chance to leave the Sqdn staff and return to a line troop. I'd been flyilg w~ B Trp a little less 
than a month and was thrilled to be soldiering w~ some truly OUTSTANDING men. B Trp had a WO, I can't remember his name, who had flown the C&C ship 'forever w~ 
MAJ McCracken and other officers. In fact, he was so good that if we were short senior RLOs, he'd fly with another pilot and command the troop's operation. I never heard 
anyone complain about his skill or his judgment. He taught me how to fly C&C. Poor Scott was buried with admin functions and what lillle flying he di<i during those few 
weeks was when the Sqdn CO or some other senior guy came to visit us. Anyway, Scott had asked me to teach him how to run the troop in the AO and today was his first 
lesson! What a day to start out! As was mentioned before, most of the time TF South had us work for the Abn Bn at Phan Thiet. The Abn had asked us to do a short VR on 
one or two of the prominent terrain features near Phan Thiel each morning before we moved on the our assigned AO, usually deeper inland. I had the ScOL(S work this 'T' 
shaped set of tall hills because the base of the 'T' pointed almost at Phan Thiel. It was covered with tall grass and showed no recert signs of use. As Wally finished working 
the base, he came upon this high speed trail we knew crossed the base almost at the top of the 'l'. He got excited because some of the steps in the trail had been recertly 
repaired and he told his Wing to watch CM. A few seconds later he announced 'We have people down here!' in a calm, professional voice. To this day, I still wish to high 
heaven that they'd have kicked out a smoke and backed off; but they didn't. I was in a wide orbit just about on the same level as the low Gun and had a clear view of Wafy, 
the trail, and his Wing. I waited a few seconds, fully expecting to see a smoke or to hear something from Wally. Suddenly, Wally's ship seemed to jump and we hear '-i e' 
on the radio in a high pitched voice. He immediately pealed off and started flying towards the valley floor. We called him but he wouldn't or couldn't answer, so I asked his 
Wing to fly along side him and teU us what was going on. Wally wasn't flying too fast so it was relatively easy for his Wing to catch up. He reported that both men looked 
as if they had been hit pretty bad; the Oscar was slumped over toward the front of the ship. I told him to fly ahead of Wally and put a smoke in an open area where he coud 
land. I was afraid that Wally might pass out from the loss of blood and crash before he could make it to Phan Thiet. As the Wing sped off, Wally's ship nosed over, struck 
this large, mostly dead tree at the base of the hill and exploded. The Guns were shooting up the hill and trail where Wally had been. I called back to our base camp for the 
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Blues and cllOOLIICedthat we had a LOH down. B Trp had a special beU just ruside the Opns TOC they'd ring if a bird wert down so everyone would know a Sl4>8f emergency 
had been decla"ed. The Wing cane back and wfll deep emotion said 'Lead - i doesn't look good at all'. I'd guess the 8lues were on the i,ound in about 10 milJes and 
main bod'/ reached the wreck in another 20 rninltes. OUr Blues were good at repelling, so we pii four guys right orto the wreck from the first Slick. They reported the 
bo<ies were too hot to hMdle. A couple of the LOHs dropped their fire extinguishers but that didn't do aI'fl good. So I wert back to Phan Thiel POL, 'borrowed' two I.roe 
fie eJCli9jshers and lowered them down to the Blues. I'd S<f/ we had the Blues and the two bodies back at camp in abolJ an hour. Needless to S<fl, but everyone waa 
pretty l4)set! MAJ Lyman told everyone to iake a break urtil after lunch'. Not too many people were hungry as I remember. We gathered in the Mess Hal, <tank kool-ald, 
ald consoled one cmther. I called TF Sot.ch and asked if we could be released from our assigned AO so we could work that trail some more; they agreed. Tua afternoon 
we looked long and hard for the bad guys but never foim them. I didn't know Wat/ very weU; but to this d;f/, he symbolizes everything that is honorable or endea'i1g ma 
the people in B T rp I loved so lllJCh. 

On the 26th, 1LT Joseph F. WUUs, pilot, and W01 John M. Turner, observers, were killed when their A Trp LOH was shot down, crashed and burned. Lklle is known aboli D Trp 
<lmg the fi"st quarter of the year. Thei" urw history sinply states that they continued to perform reconnaissance and sectrty missions in the 4th Division's TAOR. 

AprU - D Trp's history records that during this month they were used primarily in an airmobile status by the Sqdn. They were also opconed at various times to 2/1 CAV and 1/1 O 
CAV. By the 6th week of 'W;ffne Grey•, A Trp had accourted for 57 NVA killed not counting aI'fl from the battle around A-3/8 Inf, seven NVA trucks destroyed and ttvee 105o'VII 
howilzers captll'ed. The folowing is taken from 1st Bde's after action report: 

The A'6 Cavalry proved to be the most versatile force available to the Brigade Commander. Due to its capacity to react to airJ shlation, it was most valuable in the shill ri 
conmat assets from one AO to another. In the execimon of the normal reconnaissance role, the Air Cavalry was responsible for the aerial interdiction of enemy troop nl 
lo!jstical moves. It located ald ~ to destroy two 105mm howitzers and seven enemy trucks. While worl<ing in $Upport of ground engagemerts, the screening of fl.rQ 
ald engagemert o1 enemy indirect fie weapons, saved mairJ lives and contributed to the success of the infantry attacks. The courage, aggressiveness, and flexibily ri 
the A'6 Cavalry made i a very valuable asset Tua where brave acts were common, thei" acts of bravery were uncorrvnon. 

On the 12th, D Trp was inserted as part of a Sqdn operation that reacted to information from an informer. D Trp captured a VC District HQ. On the 22nd, C Trp started lllOY#1 
from Camp Erm to Larie AHP. It would take them abolJ a week to relocate and become operational for the 173rd Abn Bde whose primary AO was the An Lao Vwley. On the 231( 
A Trp was assi!J1ed an AO near Ban Me Ttuot and mnediately made contact with a large force. Heavy AW fire was received and the ScotJs and GlllS repeatedly expeode( 
Finaly, the Bkles were inserted and found 30 dead NVA and captured one. From the 25th urU the 5th of M;f/, A Trp was under the direct cortrol of B-23 of the 5th SFG i ar, 
Prang. On the 25th, A Trp encrutered an NVA Regimert. Al aircraft received extremely heavy AW fire, six took hits and one LOH was destroyed killing W01 Richard L Tin, 
and SSG Allon D. Woodruff. The 'Honor Roll' section of A Trp's Unit History contains a few more details. Apparently Turley and Woodruff were both wounded but chose to remill 
in the AO we to the 1.1gency of the nission. After the LOH came ooder fire for a second time, Woodruff made a radio call S<flirlg that tis pilot was dead and that he was P1 
down. 

A1. this poirt, we wil pause from the d<f/ to d<f/ operations to let some B Trpers describe their base camp at Phan Thiel. VHPA Member Paul Uster remember: 

U(e almost every urw in Vietnam, we were aNt/<f/S building or refurbishing something at 'The Morgue•. I know from the time we returned from An Khe ll1i I left in M(t, I 
ald several other pilots were building the O ckJb, the showers, or something after we finished the WABTOCs for our hootches. With the sun and wind, the terts bee 
ttvead bare and leaked. We used. tar to make a roof which was fine until we had to move that tent. MairJ an hour was spert in our underground O club. The ckJb 
wfl1 a conex cortainer, but that was shored up with limbers and covered with PSP. After it was completed and sand backfilled around the sides, a Cluonset tu was 
over the underi,ound Club. Just after Tet, B Trp kiled a large Tiger and we had that skin hanging on the walls. About Apn we finished a great new shower with elev 
water tanks atop some poles. Everything was great for about a week; but one d<f/ the water tank structure collapsed and feU over irto an open area. We also had a 
bath for a short while. Bit i blew up one nigtt when it got too low on water. The movie screen was the 1st SGT's and the 'projection room• was a cool back deck on 
Ordertf Roon\lliving area Most every evening guys would bring Ott lawn chairs or whatever on the large open sandy area to watch the movie, eat pop corn, «ink 
whatever. Several of the pilots buil a weight training area we dubbed "flexes Muscle Farm". 

May - C Trp began using Ll English, Ll Porr,', Ll Uplift, and Ll Two Bits as primary staging areas to support the 173rd Abn Bde. On the 3rd, A Trp was still working the Bu Pi 
area for the SF when the lead LOH took 15 to 20 hits and crashed. Both injured crew members were immediately evacuated. Airstrikes and artillery were directed at the 
but darkness prevented a BOA. On the 4th, A Trp returned to Sqdn control briefly before being opconed to the 24th Special Tactical Zone (STZ) and began working ext 
around the Oak To, Ben Het area "Rocket Ridge', located approximately three miles southwest of Oak To was a favorite NVA firing position and A Trp worked i frecJJerttf. 
Dick Marshal helps us understand the chalenges A Trp faced at this time: 

The 24th Special Tactical Zone (STZ) was a fi"st attempt in northern II Corps to let the ARVN flight the main battles with only limited American support. We were based 
o1 Oak To and the only other American support was an Eng Bn, an Arty Bn, plus the normal American unit advisors. Later some SF Stike Forces joined us. The AAVN 
who corrvnanded the 24th was the filest I would ever know in my two tours. Alhough history wiU never teU it this W<f/, A Trp became a TF command si1ce we had 10 
up ald rm every operation. We were plagued with the ARVN artillery firing in our AO on a 'continue to observe• spot report. I am convinced that the NVA had infllrild 
24th. One d;f/ when the American staff and the ARVN COL were gone, I received a call to come to the Has to receive an ARVN award. I reported, but one hol.l laer no 
showed. F~. I was fimished a jeep to transport me back to my unit, bt.t the driver headed north up a jungle road. I told him to turn around, bt.t he acted as if he <Id 
understald my instructions. I ltew my 38, ptJ it in his ear, and he irrmediately understood where my unit was and took me there! Too often when we made heavy 
ald were really kicking tail, the ARVN artillery, without request, begin firing into our AO. A Trp had been in almost constant combat since late Feb; however, nothlno 
~e to what we were faced wfll while working for the 24th. With the exception of the la Orang battle in 66, I will aNt/ays remember this as the most painfu •'Ill 
hardest of combat. The fighting was irtense. Ben Het was surrounded. Once we were worl<ing a near-by hill when we received irtense fire from 360 degrees arOU-. 
hi. We caled for some American artillery on a large bunker area and registered with 105s. Before we called for the fi"e mission, I asked the FO if he could take an 
(igit coor<inate; bt.t he said he warted ten. We gave him the ten digit coordinates and requested 8' with del;f/ fuses and 155 and 105 for airbursts. I have nevw 
artillery so totally destroy an area in my entire life! Relief came to Ben Het. 

On the 14th, A Trp made cortactwith a large enemy force about 1100 near Oak To. The Guns expended several times and numerous airstrikes and artiUery barrages were cl 
irto the area The ARP was inserted and made contact. By the end of the d;f/, A Trp claimed seven NVA killed and captured a Chicom radio, some convno wire and 
doCllnerts. VHPA Member David Gr.tlam has a vivid memory of one action during this period. 

I had been in-counlly since March and had been assigned to a couple of units before finally ending up in A Trp's Lift platoon. I had flown with them for a few weeks tMa 
sti rather new. This particular d;f/ the Scouts had found and killed some NVA. We put the Blues in to retrieve some of the equipmertfrom the bodies and to see wt\111 
could develop. The NVA carefully pulled them up a ravine irto an ambush even with the air cover we provided. The Trp supported them with everything we cotid 
hands on and they were finally able to move back to the insertion LZ. I was flying with CPT BHly Joe?, the Lift Pit Ldr. The other aircraft had warned us that the NV 
al aromd the LZ so we came in low level and sort of popped up over a ridge to drop into this single ship LZ. Our ship was the lead but we came in too hot and hid 
arOllld, so we became runber 4. By the tine we got in the bad guys were very weU prepared for yet another Huey. In my mind I can still see several NVA in the Ir 
up my side of the ship while we were on final . The door gunner behind me shot at least one and it was truly a pleasure to watch him die and fall out of the treel 
got VERY CONCERNED because this was the first time I'd really been involved in airJ serious action. I remember asking the CPT: 'What do you wart me to do?• 
cool and replied: •Just lock yoix shoulder harness so if you get hit you won't fall on the controls and wreck the ship.• I did what he said but those were certailly NO r 
that calmed me down or provided ilr'f peace of mind!! As I remember the Blues lost at least two dead and abol.t three or four wounded; but we pii some seriotJI 
the bad guys that d;f/. I would fly with the Lift most of the rest of my tour; a little in the front seat of a Cobra. I worked hard and became a Huey IP and for the 
months was one of the Sqdn IPs. 

On the 15th, A Trp had a LOH shot down wounding both crew members. From the 25th until the end of the month, A Trp received a remarkable amount of ground lie 
incklding 51 cal. A Trp fomd several fresh bunker complexes and camp sites as it worked the Ben Het area which was basically surrounded by the 28th NVA Regimel't 
cortrued to perform recomaissance and security missions in the 4th Div's TAOR during this month. 
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VHPA Member Gary Brydges provide some details about B Trp during this period: I flew Cobras with the Undertaker s a11.J 11.111 :.,·v,·1.111111,·11 ... 111,q ,. ,, 11•11,•111 ,... 1111 • 111 •. 1 w.,·. 
flying a Snake into Dalat's Cam Ly airfield. As a platoon we were always careful with any new guys that flew to Dalal 1111 II 11 , 111 :.1 111, w 11 ,..., .. ,1 '""' ·, 111111 ,, .,., .u ,,1 , ., ,·11 

though it was always cooler up there, the DA wasn't kind on a mostly over grossed Cobra. The first time you tried to land hke a I 11 ,hrnp1, ., 11111 , "" '" " 1 1" . , 1 '" . , , , • . , .. , , , o1 

experience!! Lots of guys landed much harder than they wished! Then we would 'hop• the Snake over to refuel. Once we had even ali11111 .\ :, 11111" ,,, ... ,. '" 11, "' 1," 1,., • 

we'd have to take off fike a fixed wing using the runway. Then I remember when the 2/1 Armored Cav came to Phan Thiel. They escrnh,ll ;1 11,1111, · 1·1 .. w ,11111 11, .d ,. , . 

"widening' QL1 . The spooky thing was that about two weeks before we had captured some folks and turned them over to the Ml people with lire lil!VN rn111111.u111 .,1 1 ·1 "", 

Thiel. A day or so later, an Ml guy came by our place and said that they had learned a lot from those VC we'd captured. He said the VC told them U1at a11 /\1111u1 ,,,1 c. ,v 111111 

was due in the area soon and that they were reconning for ambush sites. We knew nothing about any Armored Cav unit coming but sure enough, in a week 01 ,:o II ll'Y 

arrived. We screened ahead of them for a couple of days and told them about the ambush story. They seemed to be very thorough tankers to us. Every night they 'd cuch: 
up in a different place and it seemed to me that no one in their right mind would mess with them. They'd been at Phan Thiet about four days when they must have camped 
right on top of the VC ambush. Just after dark, we get this call to go help them. They had lost a couple of APCs and had some guys wounded pretty bad. While the Guns 
worked the backs and top of the VC, their 90mm and 50s worked the front. After awhile Puff came on station to drop flares; then our Lift evaced their wounded to Vung Tau. 
The VC decided that they had had enough and Puff walked minigun around the perimeter ever few minutes for the rest of the night. Finally, l'U never forget the three days 
we fired the Battleship New Jersey as ii sailed down the coast for what proved to be its last visit to Vietnam. This Marine radio team arrived early each morning with some 
circles on the map where they wanted us to check out before and after their barrages. The first two days weren't too exciting once you got used to seeing what a 16' round 
with a ton of HE or canister could do to almost an entire grid square! We had to watch our orbits, however. The shot would land on the target and really make all the trees 
shutter; but the canister part which weighted a hundred pounds or more would continue on the gun line another quarter of a mile or so. We couldn't figure out what the 
'second cloud of smoke' was after each shot until the Marines explained it to us. Afl'fWay, late in the morning on the third day, the Scouts screened an area we hadn't worked 
in some time and reported some well camouflaged bunkers. The Marines alternated between HE and canister for about ten rounds then asked us to look the area over. No 
sooner did the Scouts get over the bunker complex then they started yelling that they had people down there coming out of the ground. After working ii for awhile, they said 
that no one seemed to be armed; so they wanted the Blues. WeU, the Battleship folk are going crazy with joy because we'd previously told them we thought the area was 
cold. The Blues get in and report that it is a small hospital unit. They found a couple of armed guards and after killing one; the other decided there was little point in being 
brave, so he surrendered. So we load about a dozen VC medical people on a few Lift ships for the short ride to the Ml guys and the Blues haul out some equipment, a small 
ammo cache with B-40 rockets, and an American typewriter that had been converted for the Vietnamese. We all played with the typewriter for days after that. 

Now VHPA Member Mike Law relates: As the other B Trpers have mentioned, we used to stage from Song Mao quite often. We developed a good rapport with the American 
advisors attached to the ARVN Regt based there. Several times we were able to give them some 'extra effort' while reacting when some of their units had gotten into a good 
fight. Afl'fWi1/ very early (like 2 am!) one morning the Duty Officer woke me up with the news that Song Mao was under attack and one of the advisors was on the phone 
wanting help. This advisor explained to me that their Regt compound had been attacked since midnight by a good sized force, that one of the advisors was dead and two 
others were wounded, and that 'things were not going well for our side'. It was raining like mad outside with a pretty low ceiling, so I asked what the weather was like at his 
place - the same. I told him we'd do what we could but if the. weather didn't break we'd have to wait until it started gelling light. We got the Trp up and decided we'd take 
everything we had that was flyable. We launched and followed the coast line north until we got even with Song Mao then started in land. To our surprise the bad guys hadn't 
broken contact and started for the hills. The weather had gotten better and we could clearly see where several fire fights were going on. After checking with the advisors, 
we started firing. The first few gun runs were really special because you could actually see the bad guys and watch the ARVN maneuver while we were shooting (the bad 
guys directed their attention at the aircraft, so the guys on the ground took advantage of that) . The attack was halted in a matter of minutes but the bad guys withdrew into 
the town itself! Naturally, we couldn't go shooting up the town so we had to wait for the ARVN to get ready to sweep their own hometown. I remember we were a liWe 
concerned about a stage field since we'd left that morning without a sure knowledge of which one we'd be using. We were somewhat grateful that this enemy force had 
directed most of their interests toward the ARVN compound and didn't even bother with the landing stripe at Song Mao. Because we staged from that stripe so often, B Trp 
had a bunker there that contained some ammo and usually a couple of fuel blivets with JP4. The ARVNs always told us they 'secured it every night' but we alwiffs had our 
Blues check it for booby traps each morning. Afl'fWi1/, we were able to stage 'on the edge of the action', so to speak! An ARVN mech unit had been ordered down from 
some place further to the north but they had drawn some fire a few miles out of town and lost a track or two. We started shooting into those areas and the ARVN were able 
to maneLNer around this problem. Thus the north side of the town was closed as an escape route. We inserted our Blues on the southern side and they linked up with some 
ARVN to start sweeping the town. By mid-morning we escorted some Chinooks in with some ARVN reinforcements. l'U never forget that sight - the rear ramps lowered and 
what seemed like a hundred little people came out! That took care of most of the western side of the town. A team of Charlie Model guns from Dong Ba Thin had been 
supporting the ARVN most of the morning. While escorting a Dustoff ship trying to reach some ARVN wounded on the southern side, one was shot down. It landed in the 
center of a wide sandy area that had the town on one side and a wooded area on the other. We could clearly see this downed ship and saw that all four of them were walking 
around their ship and that they'd set up their M-60s to defend themselves. We could also see the AW positions that had fired on the gunship and started firing into them. 
Maybe the bad guys had left or miff be they didn't like Cobras, but we didn't have any trouble gelling two Dustoff ships in and out. A really funny thing happened at this 
point. One of the downed UH-1 C pilots was WO Gene Russell (we called him 'Adobe' because he was ugly as a mud fence). He had been in my gun platoon with C Trp 
when we formed at Ft. Campbell. He recognized my voice on the radios and using my old Ft. Campbell radio callsign said: 'Colt 6 - we are taking a lot of fire from those 
woods - come get us out right now!' I asked if anyone was wounded and he said no. I told him we were a little busy at the moment (working with the Dustoff, our Blues, 
the ARVN, the Mech unit to the north) and that because they were in the middle of a open area no Charlie in his right mind would come bother them and that they should sit 
tight. The C&C did call back to Phan Thiel and our maintenance team was on the Wiff to rig their ship so it could be hooked out. Anywi1J, Gene would have none of this 'be 
patient stuff' and keep telling me they wanted out. I finally asked Scott Lyman (who was flying C&C that di1/ and had a back end full of the ARVN Regimental staff plus an 
advisor) if he could go get them. As I remember he did take them out but when our maintenance team arrived, he put them back in to help get their ship ready for extraction. 
Afl'fNi1/, our Blues and their ARVN friends were stopped by several enemy AWs firing from a couple of houses. We couldn't tell which house was good and which was bad 
from the air, so initially we weren't much help. Finally one of the Blues 'marked' the house with an M-79 round. I don't remember who was flying my Wing that diff but we 
both were making steep angle attacks from relatively high up to guarantee our rockets only hit one building at a time. His first pass 'surgically removed' the roofing. A 17 
lb warhead does wonderful things!! I was able to put my rockets inside the building and the bodies of two enemy gunners literally flew out the windows. The Blues yelled 
their approval and within seconds were throwing grenades in the windows and were moving again. I watched with some satisfaction as one of the Blues threw what was 
left of the enemy weapon along side the dead owner. Several bad guys succeeded in fmding temporary 'sanctuary' in a temple. An equal application of CS gas and the 
approaching infantry gave them the courage to try to run about 200 yards to some trees. They never made it. I loved to fire those minis on the wings! The folks in the town 
didn't seem to need our help anymore so we started screening the most likely escape routes. We had worked our way to the hills to the northwest of the town when ii got 
too dark for anymore of this fun. Just as we were leaving, a team of Navy F4s (Bobcat 55 I think was the lead's callsign) came up on our UHF freq (we had worked with 
aircraft from so many different units that diff that I'll bet everyone in Vietnam knew our UHF freq!) and said they'd heard we'd been in a good sized battle that diff. They had 
been unable to unload their bombs at two previous locations and were either going to 'kill fish' (I guess they would just unload in the ocean rather than land on the carrier 
with armed bombs still on the wings) or 'knock down trees' some place. They only had a few minutes of gas left. I fired a pair of rockets into the side of the hill and told 
them ii was all their's from that point to the top of the hill. They made two passes with nape and HE. The next morning the Scouts decided to start their VR by looking to see 
if the Navy had hit anything. Almost immediately the two Scouts started complaining about the smell of burned flesh. As it turned out, the Navy boys had put their load 
smack-dab on top of the NVA Bn Cmdr and what was left of his mortar platoon! We inserted the Blues at the top of the hill and they were able to retrieve some interesting 
intelligence items from the packs and pockets of about 15 NVA. We later learned that two local force VC companies had escorted this NVA Bn and helped with the attack on 
Song Mao. While the ARVN and Song Mao were hurt in this attack, the NVA and VC took a serious hit as well. I was especially proud of B Trp during that battle. We were 
a combined arms team of the first magnitude!! 

June - D Trp continued to perform reconnaissance and security missions in the 4th Div's TAOR during this month. On the 8th, A Trp's Scouts observed several trails leading from 
different directions to a heavily wooded area. They drew fire from the area and the Guns, airstrikes, and artillery worked it thoroughly until an ARVN unit was inserted. Ground 
contact was minimal. A Trp was credited with seven NVA killed, the artillery and airstrikes with 14 more; and three AKs were captured. On the 14th, A Trp made contact with an 
enemy unit in a bunker complex. They directed artillery fire into the area and rearmed the Guns with flechette rockets. A Trp lifted the artillery and let the enemy come out of the 
bunkers; then 'nailed them to the ground'. The Scouts found 34 dead NVA and bagged four more attempting to flee. 

Again VHPA Member Dick Marshall provides some more details: In late June, we inserted the Blues in an area almost due east of Oak To and overlooking the road from 
Kontum. An ARVN unit had been wiped out in this area just a few days before. The Blues found the ARVN dead and began to sweep from there. They found bunkers with 
hot rice left behind, Chicom radios, weapons, ammo, etc. They gathered up the equipment and began moving to their PZ. Then they reported an NVA in a shallow foxhole 
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short °LOHs due to comba damage, so I hovered the C&C ship just behind the NVA. ~ we came lM1der itense fi'e from a large force to tis re..- - a tr~ hid 
plal1ed for the Blues. I called for the Goos and they were already in-bound. They pt.( every rocket right on top of the NVA. It was a thing of bea.ty!! I clm>ed to 
and caled from some artillery. Abeu that tme, Oak To received another attack from Rocket Ridge. Just as the artillery got registered for us, the ARVN ccn:eled Oll 
and OIi' stllld-by rese,ve. I tried to tel them the rocket attack was just a diversion and M we had their NVA Regimental folks located. No luck. so we had to 
However, we caDed in TAC air and they did a fine job on M target! From M day on. the ballle of Oak To - Ben Het was over and the NVA wih<lrew. I am Corti 
had fOUld and hi a major headqu.-ters. 

For May and Jtnl, A Trp claimed 124 NVA kiled, 66 more by ail'strikes and artillery, one capued plus 93 bunkers destroyed. They also capli.fed one AK-50, a 122rrm 
three AKs and an assortmert of arrvnos. 

Juir • On the 7th, a O Trp jeep struck a nine while retooling from a mounted mission killing SSG Charles E. Smith, SP4 Colon D. Young, and PFC Paul E. Johnson. 
~er part of Ji.t,,, A Trp started working for the 1st Bde against the 1 Bth, K-2, and 95B NVA Regiments during Operation Hines. The primary AO was between the Mcll!I Gq 
on QL 19 and LZ Action. D Trp conlinued to perform recomaissance and securly rr.ssions in the 4th Division's TAOR wing this ITl<Qh. 

August- On the 2nd, A Trp was worked to the east of An Khe when they observed numerous high speed trails, structures and over 60 bunkers. Chickens and livestock were 
i1 the area, so the enerTl'/ was near a hand. Abeu 1530, one LOH reported that he was experiencing difficulties with the aircraft. It then lost power, crashed no some tr 
buned. The crew were seen departing the area with enemy soldiers foUowing close behind bu the foliage was too thick for the ARP to be inserted. A1. 161 o, the downed 
were lac.fed i1 a small clearing abOll 1000 meters from the crash site and were extracted by a med evac ship with a jungle penetraor. A series of itensive airstrikes were <Ir 
on the enerTl'/ posiions that killed 23 NVA. On the 3rd, A Trp found a high speed trail and foUowed i for eight miles. They found several NVA, bicycles, and bunkers along the 
Al total the GlllS and airstrikes killed ten NVA that day. On the 6th, A Trp received heavy AW fire from a large NVA complex abol135 KMs northwest of An Khe. When the 
retlmed after the GlllS had expended, they fOUld 11 dead NV A. A further VR revealed M the complex was surrounded by IUTlerous man traps that were constructed on 1 
lef9hs of barmoo with pun; stakes every six inches. Several airstrikes were pl1 into the complex. On the 16th, A Trp was called to support a 4-man LRRP in cortact. The 
kled ten NVA and~ extract the LRRPs. On the 161h, C Trp's ARP discovered what one 173rd Abn officer caDed •one of the most valuable pieces of informaion of the 
War'. In the northern end of the An Lao ValeJ the ScOllS observed a toonel and bunker complex. The Blues encountered AW fi'e from the complex bl1 battled their W'8f 
one of the caves. There they met and kiled fotl' NVA. It was later determined that two were Russian trained doctors and the other a Russian trained pharmacist. One of the 
carried a map and ilformalion pinpoiting the posiion of the NVA hospitals and medical suppt,, points in the AO. On the 17th, A Trp made liglt contact and inserted the 
They fOUld a wel equipped base camp and caches of clothes plus a barbershop and destroyed i with fire and explosives. D Trp continued to perform reconnaissa1ce and 
missions in the 4th Division's TAOR wing this ITl<Qh; 1>11 on the 31st they moved to Ban Me Thuot East with a contingency from HHT to prepare for operations aromd the 
Prcll!I SF camp. 

September - On the 1st, B Trp moved to Ban Me Thuol East and the Squadron set up a 'Ruthless Forward' there to support TF fighter and elements of the 23rd ARVN ~• ... - -~ .. ,· 
Weaher hardcapped tactical operations for parts of the month. Even though various Squa<ron elements had lived at Ban Me Thuol East prior to this, i was stl a lot of wCli 
re-estabish a base a old 'Camp Bleakness". Atcraft manenance was never a pleas.n experience at Ban Me Thuot East. Wilhil a few days two of D Trp's plaoons were 
to Bu Prcll!I in an Infantry, secuty, •-mobile reaction force for B Trp. Bu Prang was a small camp and logistically not prepared for this large American ri. As a resut HHT 
given the respoosi>ily of flying food, sheler maerial, and essential supplies to the D Trp elements at Bu Prang. Basically they flew two re~ missions every day to Bu Pr 
HHT and D Trp also established an arrvno resupply point at Nhon Co for the Sqdn. By the end of the month, HHT ships were also making single ship insertions of D Trp per 
and Vietnamese MPs along QLBB. They would question the locals in attempts to learn more abol1 the enemy build up in the S1.1Toooding areas. HHT ships also performed 
missions from the Bu Prang area. B T rp managed to kill ten enemy soldiers and locaed numerous bunker complexes, routes of infiltration and areas where massive amOllU 
food were ll1der culivooon by the enerJI'/. Two aircraft were badly damaged by enerJl'/ fire and one pilot serioW)' wounded. 

October - B Trp's dait,, recOMaissance provided considerable intelligence data as the enemy movements and activities in the Bu Prang area increased. Numerous bivouac 
and blllker complexes, wel used trails, and crops l.llder harvest were reported. AW fire directed against B Trp's aircraft increased as the month progressed. Weaher pr 
some opercEOnS eart,, and near the mid<le of the month. During the last week of the ITKlnh, five B Trp aircraft were damaged by AA fire. On the 28th, the expected enerTl'/ ott 
was laooched with attacks on CIDG Cart1)S al around the Bu Prang area. This action wwd be known as 'The Siege of Bu Prcllg'. On the 29th, B Trp thwarted three SllP# 
attacks on fi'ebases around Bu Prang. GIJI ship attacks destroyed two 12. 7 nvn AA guns and one 57nvn RR. The friendlies began abandoning firebases and consoidcolg ~ 
the main Bu Prang and Due Lap camps. From actions during this month it was learned that elements of the 28th, 40th, and 661h NVA Regiments were involved in the siege. 

November - During this month, A Trp supported the 1st Bde in operations to the southwest and west of An Khe and occasionally the 3rd Bde west of Enari. A Trp finaly c~ 
the construction of~ aircraft maintenance hanger a Camp Enari. B Trp continued to support TF Fighter until the 1st Bde started Operaion SPREAGINS WHITE dtmg the• 
of Bu Prarig'. C Trp worked the An Lao Valey with the 173rd Abn. D Trp worked with B Trp IXllil the 13th when it returned to Camp Enari and started providing convoy sew 
on the Enari to Cheo Rea highway. On the 2nd, B Trp was working an AO on the edge of the main battle area and VHPA Member Kirk C11Tan remembers: 

I was a 1 LT then and had been flying Cobras with the Undertakers since I joined B Trp in August. MAJ Bowling had asked several RLOs if they were interested in flyinQ lhl 
'Ille lwds". So tha day I was flying as Jim Nowicki's Observer as part of my training to become the Scout platoon leader. Jim was Scalphunter 13, flying wing for~ 
17, CW2 George W. Grega, who had SGT Vernon C. Shepard as his Observer. The area we were workilg had been defoliated some tme prior, so the foiage and trees~ 
~ety obSCll'e OlJ" view of the ground. As we orbited around Grega, Jim and I spotted this huge bunker complex. One of the bunkers had a very large opening 
looked like a wide set of stai"s going down no the ground. We called Grega to have a look and reported what we'd seen to the C&C and Goos. It was really irusual 
Grega moved around for a few seconds and then came to a near hover over the bunker with the large opening. That's when the NVA laced him bad. Even thou!jl they t 
a lot of fi'e and SGT Shepard was wotl'lded in the foot, he got a Pete out and George moved off. He was streaming fuel like crazy and Jim and I thougtt he was goilg 
blow ~ - You could see the fuel atomizing in the rotor wash and forming clouds near the hot exhaust. The Guns rolled in and started beating up the bunkers complex 
SGT Shepard's mark. We told George to get ion the ground QUICK and suddenly this large 'L • shaped LZ seemed to pop~ in front of us; so George just flared and dr~ 
i in. The next thing tha happened was ;JSt plain good luck. I had a 'hot Pete" (a WP grenade without a safety pin) in my hand and told Jim I wanted to throw i w ii !he 
trees and not the LZ; so we overflew George and started to circle back - as we reached the trees where I pitched the Pete. We quicia/ got back to the downed ship ane 
landed near them. OU- LOH had a Mini and I had an M-60fed from the back. Grega and Shepard got in the back; I'd guess George was near the certer of the compcltmel1 
and Shepard was closer to the ot.tside. We took off and didn't get to 100' when the world opened up. I don't know if the NVA had ambushed that LZ or the road tha we,1 
thrOIJ!tl i or wha. Maybe they hoped to get the relief column for some of the firebase ballles that were going on. Alr-(way, Jim and I saw two 51 cals a OIi' 1 O and 2 ane 
laer learned of another a OIi' 7 o'clock. Jim hollered over the radio and I worked the 60 against the 2 o'clock gun posiion until the bel broke. The good part abol1 tlis w• 
tha by tha tme the Pete I'd thrown was now fully developed; so the Guns and C&C had no trouble finding us even though ~ attention had been directed toward 1hl 
blllker cOl11)lex. The Mini was on and I reached back to get the ammo belt, opened the cover of the 60 and was just closing i when I noticed that the front of the litlle brd 
was gone and we were going down. There was big explosion. The fire ball that wert past us taking off part of my mustache and burned part of my hand between my gloY• 
and the nomex fliglt sut I'm not certain if we tunbled in the air at tha pan or what; bl1 we hit the ground hard and bolJlced no the ai" to land again withOll lff/ r~o, 
blades or skids or tail boom. Nat1nly we were hanging upside-down, trapped inside and I remember thinking it was going to blow again. Laer I would joke tha wha caused 
us to crash was being overgrossed with NVA 51 cal - really a bad joke! Alr-(way, Jim and I finally got 011 and started grabbing stuff we thougtt we migtt need. I set~ ltle 
60, we got someWPs and anAR-15 (you know one of those shorties). I had my 45 (the Trp didn't have any more 38s atthcf time, so I was blessed with a 45). The SllVHII 
radio was in a net between the seas. We didn't think abo11 l, soi stayed there. Abolt then we noticed SGT Shepard a OIi' 3 o'clock laying face down. He had been throwo 
from the ship and had a terrible wOUld from a 51 completely across his buttock. You remember how large the Army field dressings seemed when we were i1 training? W 
I remember thinking it would take half a bed sheet to cover that wound, he was laid open that badly. The fire was still pretty irtense all around us and really the posiion w• 
trteM>le; so we decided to book. The LOH was still burning and there were smal explosions coming from it now and then as the grenades or a WP wert off. Alrfway, we 
<Ullped the 60 back in the LOH and started to move away when we heard George from inside the aircraft. Jim went back to get him bl1 returned saying he couldn't get twn 
Oll. We moved away and never saw George again. I later learned that the guys in the air had seen figures running toward the trees and determined we were al togethet 
and were a least not killed in the crashes. 811 what they had seen was the NVA ruming for the trees because we had crashed almost on top of one of~ blllkers .rid 
they were scared to death. We started moving toward the south because we had received less fire from that direction. Jim was in the lead, then SGT Shepard, then me 
SGT Shepard hadn't received lffJ bone his bl1 he looked terrible. The grass was tall in the LZ. We hadn't moved off very far when we saw this Cobra coming i1 to land. 
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• in Infantry guy, so I enlisted in the Army as a brick layer. As you might guess, I never saw another brick and ended up in helicopte1 :;1 Alie, Al I I w,:1I1 10 c:;11pr.111er sr.hool. 
!hen to Ft. Knox as a carpenter, and somehow I ended up in Vietnam assigned to HHT/7/17 as a jeep driver and mail room clerk. l11a1 la:;led J1::.:. 11 1.1111w11 w,•, :b wl11 ·11 
someone asked me to shine some officer's boots and I thought 'that's it - I ain't doing thar! I asked around and was told there were opcrung 11 1 II I 1p':; :;rn11I :. 1,,,1 rt111.,v,· 
lo volunteer. They decided the job. It sounded OK to me, so I volunteered. I'd been flying as a Scout for about four months and really liked it. I t1011·1 J1 1111k 1·,1,11111 .,11 .1111. 
hut I really liked it at the time!! I'd flown with George Grega a few times prior to this day. He seemed to like me and I liked him. We communicated and wu1keLI wi:111,111,,1I1,·1 
;1s Scouts. I think it was the night before this battle or maybe two nights before, but we were all in one of the Scout tents having a beer and George said to me. ·1<1011·1 w,11 ,1 
10 scare you or anything, but today when we were returning home from the AO as a flight of four LOHs I happened to notice there were only three shadows on Um gr uw 111 
flt first I thought ii was because we were sort of in a cloud or something, so I moved over a bit. Shep, (that was my nickname in B Trp) we didn't have a shadow - we just 
weren't there!! No matter what I did, we didn't have a shadow.· At the time I sort of •wrote this off' but maybe George had a premonition of things to come. I only remembered 
11 alterwards. Anyway back to the battle, I don't remember the bunker with the large opening Kirk described but I DO REMEMBER the bunker complex and looking •eye to 
eye• with an NVA 51-cal crew. I literally could see the whites of their eyes!! I put out the Pete and fired. They fired and did a damned fine job. I used to fly with my feet on 
lhe skids. I was hit in the left foot (alter a few days this wound wouldn't bother me that much) and in the chin (that wound caused me a lot of discomfort for some time 
because there was a piece of meat inside my mouth - I finally bit that off and it healed with a big lump of scar tissue.) . But I don't think there was much left of the bottom of 
lhe LOH. The radios had been shot out and the fuel cell must have been dumping fuel like crazy because it got all over the front bubble and started to obscure our vision. 
At first I thought ii was engine oil but I looked back into the engine compartment and could see that the oil tank level looked normal. Anyway, the other ship flew along side 
us and with arm and hand signals made it clear that we should land RIGHT NOW. I'd guess we fly for maybe two or three minutes alter we were shot. I remember landing, 
getting into their ship, and getting shot down again pretty much like Kirk described it. I wasn't hurt by the explosion he described but I knew I'd been hit in the butt. I got cu 
of the LOH alter ii hit and sort of ran down the hill a little ways. I don't think I 'blacked our during any of that but I might have. I do remember crawling away from the two 
LOHs because I had a hard time moving. We weren't too far away when we saw the Cobra come in. 

We interrupt both Kirk and Shep at this point to hear from VHPA Member Mike Peterson who was flying the Snake they saw trying to land. I had been in B Trp about 5 months 
and was in the back seal as AC that day. CPT Lou Chirichigno, who was my platoon leader but hadn't been in that position all that long, was in the front seat. We had flown 
as the high Gun earlier in the day. Our team was refueling at Bu Prang when we got the word that a LOH was down and that the other team was firing. We left in a hurry. I 
don't remember the briefing we usually had as one team replaced another on station. It seems to me that we got there first and never even assumed the position of high 
Gun; just started trying to help our people on the ground. I do remember seeing the LOH burning when we arrived at this huge L shaped clearing but I don't remember seeing 
the other LOH. We made a quick, low pass and told the C&C that it certainly didn't look like a survivable crash. On our second pass we were surprised to see someone get 
out of the wreck and from the way he walked we could tell he was seriously hurt. I believe we were the only ship on station and that we were talking to the C&C who was 
some distance away. Anyway, Lou and I talked ii over and decided to land. The plan was for Lou to get out, put the injured person in his place, and remain on the ground 
until someone could come get him. Please remember that we were working under the premise that the LOH had receive fire from a place 3 or 4 miles away and had managed 
to fly away from the danger only to crash in this open area that we believed to be safe. Naturally, that assumption got us into lots of trouble later on but at that time we knew 
nothing of the action that had gone on in this area before we arrived. Lou argued that we should go straight in at that point but I suggested that we make one more low, slow 
pass to see if we drew any fire. We flew about 50 feet off the trees, rather slow, and right along the edge of the clearing - nothing - or at least nothing that we could teU. I 
made a turn and started back to land. The NVA maintained great fire discipline and really suckered me in. Suddenly we got hit from everywhere!! I remember the cyclic 
being shot in two but I still had the grip in my hand. Lou yelled he had been hit in the hand. I was hit in my left leg and foot. We went in inverted and impacted not far from 
where Grega was. After things stopped flying around, I was able to get out without that much difficultY and went around to help Lou out. He didn't have the use of his hand 
and k was really hurting him. Anyway, we got out and managed to link up with Grega. I remember he was badly burned but could speak to us even though he was dazed 
and incoherent at times. Funny, I felt no pain at the time - the adrenalin must have kept me going because my wounds were really rather serious. We kept telling Grega that 
help was on the way but he knew he was in bad shape. The only thing I took from the Cobra was a shot gun without any shells -- really smart! We could see the NVA ~ 
around us in the trees and knew ii was only a matter of time before they'd come after us. After awhile we came up with a plan for me to move to the southern end of the lZ 
in such a way as to convince the NVA that all three of us had moved there and thus Lou and George, who were the most seriously injured, could hide and wait for the rescue 
ship. That is how we separated. I was successful in moving in a rather obvious way through the tall grass to the southern end of the LZ. Not long after I got there a Huey 
tried to land to get me. 

We interrupt Kirk, Shep, and Mike at this point to insert some comments from VHPA Member Joe Feeney who was in the Huey that tried to get Mike out that afternoon. During 
my first tour in Vietnam I was a crew chief; then I went to flight school and to Maintenance Officer school before my second tour when I was with HHT. I had only been in 
country a little over a month. Bob Rogers and I used to fly together often. He was a pilot in the Aviation Section and flew a lot. especially with DTrp and the variousdetachmerts 
from HHT scattered all around Quang Due and Darlac Provinces. On Sunday the 2nd, we had a pay master on board and had flown about six hours since we left Enari that 
morning. The general offensive had been on for a few days already and as we flew around we saw lots of convoy ambushes and bases taking fire. We were refueling at 
Due Lap, which was under mortar and 57mm RR fire most of that day, when B Trp's Blues jumped into their ships and left in a hurry. We foUowed and asked if we could 
help. The B Trp C&C asked if we could go to Ban Me Thuot East and get a jungle penetrater because he thought he might need one in a hurry that day. When we returned 
from East we followed this B Trp Cobra to the site of the battle. B Trp had inserted their Blues and didn't have anyone on station except this Cobra as everyone else was 
refueting. I think the Cobra had expended already but was just trying to stay over their people on the ground. We both made a low, slow pass over this huge LZ; urrfortunalely 
weU marl<ed with the three downed aircraft. I remember thinking at the time - we are going too slow, I just know we'll never make it to the other end of this lZ and we didn't 
even have chicken plates! It was then that I saw one of the Americans standing up under some trees. As Bob circled around, he told the Snake that we were going in to 
pick him up and started an approach for an area near where I had seen the guy. Almost immediately we started taking lots of fire. As best I can recall, I don't think we got 
very close to the touch down point when I got hit in the left leg - my side of the Huey took several hits. I do remember my left leg fly up and hit me in the chest from the force 
of a bullet. As determined as Bob was, we were taking a heU of a beating; so he aborted the approach and we climbed back to altitude where the Snake was. We talked the 
situation over inside the aircraft for a few minutes and with the Snake. While I didn't have a life threatening wound, I was pretty weU unable to function as a pilot. About that 
time several B T rp aircraft returned and I can remember listening to the C&C on Guard. After further discussions, he released us and we went back to Due Lap where there 
was an SF aid station. When we got to Due Lap, Bob made certain I was in the good hands of the medics; then he put the crew chief in my seat and took off. The SF medics 
were very good. They treated my wounds as best they could and I got something to eat and drink. Helicopters were coming and going all the time. They called for a Dust-Off 
and one came but wouldn't land because the camp was really under pretty steady fire. B Trp came back again that night to refuel between 8 and 9. We talked to them and 
asked if they would come back when they were done to take me to Ban Me Thuot. They said •sure· but they never came back that night. I guess they got real busy and I 
really wasn't in any grave danger. Anyway, the next morning I did get a ride to East and was taken to their aid station which consisted of some below ground conex containers. 
They told me the crew chief was there as weU because he had 'flipped our. Anyway, when he saw me he got very excited and ran over to me and hugged me. He said 
when they had taken me away at Due Lap; he just knew I was going to die but now he was very happy to see me again. The medics were glad to see him respond favorably 
and asked if I would stay with him a little while longer. Anyway, by the end of the day I was in a big hospital in Nha Trang; then on to Japan and finally the States. But you 
know I never got art'/ of my stuff back from Vietnam! 

Mike Peterson continues with his story about the Huey flown by Rogers and Feeney. Just like they had done when I was trying to land, the NVA held their fire Until he had 
slowed to touch down. Then, all hell broke loose!! My fingers were on the skid and the crew chief was reaching out to get me; but the ship was taking a terrible pounding. 
I remember dropping to the ground and believing that the Huey would surely be crashing in on top of me any second. I was both surprised and glad to see them get away. 
It wasn't until after I was released and Philly Fogg visited me in the Pleiku hospital that I learned one of the pilots and one of the guys in the back were wounded seriously in 
that ship. Anyway, I laid low after that Until it got dart< and then moved into a thick clump of bamboo in the trees for the night. Everything was quiet that evening from my 
vantage point, save for a few shots from individual weapons. I heard a Huey return and land later that evening but I couldn't see it from where I was. 

Kirk Curran continues. Jim, Shep, and I watched what I later learned was Peterson's and Chirichigno's Snake coming in at an angle and get lower and lower until it was 
about to be masked from view by the grass. The NVA 51 cals opened up again and you could see the ship shutter with each hit. It sort of stopped in the air, then went · 
straight down and crashed. Soon we heard lots of small arms fire and believed the NVA had killed the crew. I later learned that Lou and Mike were not killed and did link up 
with George. I leamed that they moved in a southern direction as well and must have passed us but we didn't know it at the time. (Editor's note: This is not exactly correct; 
only Peterson moved to the south, Lou and George remained near the aircraft.) Naturally the guys in the air were doing everything they could to help us. It was a thing of 
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them in! it the tal 11ass we would probably have shot each olher in the link up. 

(Edior's note: Early it my research efforts I had a conference call with VHPA Members Billy Bowling (the B Trp Cmdr) and Leigtton Haselgrove (the Sqdn S-3). My rdel 
from Iha cal are terrille. 111.t Bily explained Iha B Trp's BkJes and D Trp (-) were inserted it an LZ a couple tuldred meters flJther to the sotih of the large L shaped ll. 
They destroyed an<Vor manetNered arOUld several NVA AW positions as they moved toward the large LZ. At least part of this force <id indeed get 0110 the large LZ tu 1h11 
was a stil some listance further to the sotih of Jim, Shep, Kirk or Mike. Because no one knew exactly where the downed crews were (survival radios would have made II 
the lifference it the world!) and because the NVA were moving all along their flanks .l1d this was obviously "their grOIJld", the BkJes crud not stay there long. The Bkl8I 
said Iha if they were going to stay on the !J'OIJld ovemigtt, they would need to be reinforced wlh a 'large force' (specifically one Iha had is own mortars) in! !hit lll8¥ 
woud need lots of artillely support. It was getting late in the day and Butt said he couldn't deliver on ether of these "support requirernerts". This isn't surprisilg - Sqoo ()A­
lls show Iha the nearest U.S. Inf .-id Arty were some 4th Inf elements near Cheo Reo, the ARVN had their hands full wlh the fire base battles, the sle may have been 
otiside ARVN Arty rarige (tu no one trusted ARVN Arty!), this area was very near C.vnbodia and a 'long way from N!YWhere'. So they puled the Blues oti before the NVA 
coud set a trap for them.) 

Kile cordilJes. Also I learned that a Huey crew had seen Peterson from the air and had tried to land to get him. I was told that as he ran toward the ship, they wached In 
horror as the NVA shot him several ti.'nes .l1d assumed he was dead. Whoever told me this said that Mike was stil wearitg his cticken plate which saved him was q 
serious Q.fies. He was just knocked down in! bruised. (Editor's note: Please refer to Mike's own account. I asked him specifically abott this matter. He said he was IQ 
wearilg a chicken plate. His normal custom was to sit on it while flying. He was sitting on it that day, so it stayed in the aircraft.) MfWay, it was really something to w.-cll 
the Fl 00s deliver their airstrikes. Several times they would pass directly overhead. We were on our backs watching. You could see the wings on the rear of the boni>e 
open up as they left the aircraft, follow the line of fliglt to the other end of the LZ and the explosion. The NVA were taking a pounding from this stuff as best as we crud 
determine. It begNI to get dark Nici we started moving agail, crawling through the grass. It really got dark and I remember not being able to see anything it frol1 of me; IO 
I just kept touching Shep's foot as we welt. We stopped ever now and then. During one stop, I made a dumb mistake and pti my 45 down so I could rol over Nici looll 
behind us. I had look back several ti.'nes before and knew we were leaving a 'hiljlway wide road' through the grass as we crawled. My mind kept telling me Iha the NVA 
woud find it and come followitg after us. I looked back cU1d could see the stars and the wide open path. I turned back .l1d it took me a couple of seconds to tild my 4 
When I had it in! reached for ShepNd's foot; THEY WERE GONE! I hadn't heard them crawl off or ariything bti there was a lot of noise still around the LZ. They were 
dropping flares and stil working wlh the BkJes. I crawled down the 'highway" they left and came to a point where I thouglt it spit I welt the wrong way in! ended l.f 
alone. I crud stil he..- the helicopters overhead so I rolled over on my back and waited for a good rnornert, then turned on my strobe liglt A Huey saw it Nici ~ 
approach to an ..-ea aboti 50 to 60 yards away from me. I turned off the liglt and started towards the ship; tu it took off, circled and came back to land on a smal IWt 
lane road it the LZ. The NVA started ti.ming on and off their flashlights to look like strobes as weH but I was told that it really wasn't that lifficull to determine the real one. 
When the Huey landed the second time he had al his ligtts on. I stood up and started nming toward the ship. I got within aboti 25 yil'ds of it when he tll11ed oti the ~ 
- I guess to presel1 that much less of a t..-get to the NVA who withoti a doubt were also moving toward the helicopter. I was file while the tights were on as I was~ 
right for the lights. When they welt cu, I couldn't see a thing! Luckily I kept running blindly for the ship. The crew chief was flying as pilot and, Thank God, had stewe, 
w of the ship. As I went ruming past, he grabbed me .-id threw me into the cargo compartment. I was both surprised and pleased to be in the back of a Huey tu he 1114 
thrown me so hard I amost welt oti the other side!! I he..-d him yeU GO!! GO!! There was lots of fire all around us as we lifted off Nici I remember thir1kilg we wood bl 
shot down for Sll'e. The ship had been hit several times and was a real mess. We went to some firebase and landed. For some reason this Huey had a VHF radio DI 
the other radios had been shot ot.t earlier. In fact, I guess the other ships were all calling him on FM and UHF telling him not to go in; tu he couldn't hear them. Arrf#II, 
we got an FM radio there and were able to talk to the other heticopters. They learned that Jim and Shep weren't far from where they had picked me up .l1d Iha I ~ 
the Cobra crew had been killed. The poor crewchief 'pilor got sick at the poirt and went into corwulsions; so the medics took him away. A lillle while later, I was picked 
Nici talcen to our camp a Ban Me Tl'lJOt East where I could •relax" and have a beer. Needless to say bti I had many things to think aboti that night. The next dcrf, MAI 
Bowing ptJ me in the back of tis C&C - they didn't want me flying for awhile. We went back into the same area. Again everyone has perfect hindsigtt, tu <bing ooe 
the goo 1U1S a Pete suddenly welt off sort of near where the HE was hilling. I remember we al asked on the radios where Iha Pete had come from and finaly wr~e • 
with the thought Iha when someone was stokilg rockets into a Cobra they inadvertently added a WP head. As it turned 011, the rockets were hilling very ne..-to where 
Nici Shep .l1d they were tiring to tel us they were there by throwing the Pete. They also hoped the NVA wouldn't know where they were because the Pete was just cl10lhlt 
explosion. MfWay, they would E&E for a few more day before the NVA picked them up. I guess Shepard's wounds were really super terrible at that point. Later I talked 
Jin who maintained that he was sad he wasn't able to be a Scoti again after walking the trail with the NVA. He said had learned where and how they canped, how hf 
camouflaged themselves, how f..- they moved between stops, etc. He said he would have been "Mr. Death himself" with that knowledge! I'd like to close by saying 
I've said a tuldred times before and wil probably say anolher hundred times - I'd just like to thank everyone in B Trp, in D Trp, in HHT, the Fl 00 guys, the Artilery !JJYS. 
ARVN Rarlgers Iha went in after us in! really got chopped up bad, everyone that tried to help us - THANKS. Most of all I'd like to thank Bob Rogers for pullitg me OLC 
~ 

Kirk's short career as a Scalphlll1er was over. He would finish his tour flying Guns and as the Opns Officer. 111.t the story is far from over, in fact it would take several weeks 
sadder yet, several years to complete. The nigtt of 2 Nov was a 'long night' for many people. VHPA Member George Murry was the Sqdn Cmdr at the time and relates: 

We got the cal in the late afternoon that B Trp had lost some aircraft and definitely needed some help. You've got to remember al that time I was a Sqdn Cmdr wihol.C 
Sqdrl because al the line Trps were opconed oti to other units. I only had HHT and it was already convnitted manning refuel and re..-rn points Nici such sotih of Ban 
Ttuot. MfWay, we pulled together a couple slicks, alerted A and C T rp of the problem, made certain the 17th CAG and the 4th Inf knew of the situation, .l1d left for Ban 
Ttuot. We were able to make it oti to the sle Iha evening. When all the aircraft finally returned from the AO, we sorted things oti. Most of their aircraft had been ~ 
I thn< they had a least six less operiEOllal aircraft than they had at the start of the day. They were short three air crews. Everyone was dead tired bit warted to do 
- just il'lYlt1ing to get those guys on the grourid back. Naturally, the Sew and Gun boys warted to go back in the next day and 'show 'em really Cav stuff". Wei, the 
thing either Bily or I Wined was to loose even more people to a situation that clearly seemed to be in the NVA's favor. We talked to the Blues Iha had been on the !J 
in! to Kile. We talked to Bob Rogers - Iha kid was a real hero. By God, that ship was a mess!!! I don't think we ever repaired i, it was that bad. Then we went OVfll lO 
23rd ARVN to see what they could do. They were totally committed blt arranged for us to use part of an ARVN Ranger Bn, Iha was it reality the II Corps Reserve • 
time, so long as we could use our Lift to pti them in. The next day we inserted aboti 150 men from this Bn on a road north of the LZ where our aircraft were. The 
also ordered a Mech rito move up in! try to help oti but thal didn't work out too wet. MfWay, these Rangers fought very hard tu the NVA really had them w-rurbel 
w-gunned, w-everythinged. For 11 couple of days we supported them with everything we had and they took a terrible poooding, 40 to 50% casualties as I recal. 
ti.'nes I went back to the 23rd CP .l1d said we had to pull those guys out; bti they wouldn't do l The 23rd people seemed to have the dlJde Iha that was whet the 
had comitg to them, so they left them it .l1d really didn't reinforce them or support them to the degree I thougtt they should. Strarige conduct - I <idn't .l1d don't 
it. Of al the things I remember abotithat tour, the memory of that Ranger Bn is one of the most vivid in my mind. If I would have even dre..-ned that they would have sun 
like that, I would never have pti them in that day!! 

We rellln to Mike Peterson's accOlrt. The next morning everything was still quiet but I knew the NVA were stiU in the area, it force. There was a road to the east of the 
I was on the west side on sort of a hiU. For the next fOIJ' days or so I E&Eed successfully. I ale bugs, drank water from leaves Nici pools in the road. Once I happened 
two NVA ne..- a booker. One was sming at a table oLtside the bunker, wrmg a letter, I guess. We struggled. I grabbed a kme from the table Nici killed him. Abolt tis 
this other guy comes oti of the booker, sees me and quickti goes back inside! I just knew he was going to get a gm, so I went in after him. We fougtt it there DI I 
him. Needless to say, tu those are r.-her strong impressions in my mind! I was gettitg weaker mentally and physically wlh each passing day. I couldn't travel 
al. That last 11qt I completely lost it. I recall going down to the road to drink from the pools of water there that I found so refreshing. Arrfway, I started screar,q • 
NVA to come .l1d get me - real Rambo like. Wei, the next morning the place was covered with patrols and they found me along side the road. Like I said, I COU<tl1 
very wet; so they suig me on a pole .l1d we hiked abru two or three days. We've weren't that far from Cambodia. Even then I wasn't 'Wlh it" much of the tine DI 1 
worse before it got better. I remember being talcen to a camp and just before they toc.i< my Seiko watch, I looked at the date - the 9th. Shep, Lou and Jim were there ii 
I beieve it was while we were at this c..-np tu it may have been at a P<N-1 Reunion some years later that I learned Iha CW2 George W. Grega lied that first ni!jt ri l 
..-ms from the tuns he'd received Iha day. MfWay, the NVA kept us in a pit bit we weren't treated badly. I mean they <idn't beat us or anything. I'd guess we were 
abolt NIOther week or ten days. MjWay, Shep and I were hardly what anyone could cal •escape threats"! My leg was getting gNlgl'enous and wounds on tis tllAI 
just terrille. I recal that Lou returned from ..-i nerrogation session wlh the news that it a day or so he and Norwicki would be movitg up the trail to the North Nici Ihle 
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soon as Shep and my wounds were better, we wouldfoUow. Sure enough in a day or so, Lou and Jim left us. I never saw them again until allc, li my w,:II: 111 11 :.1:.1111111 1 !1/ :t 
It was about this time that two captured ARVN Rangers arrived at our camp. Let me tell you they were some of the meanest, touiitwst, 11a:;t11::;I 1I11y:; I11.1v1: I:vI :I :,1:1:11 111 
even heard about in my entire life!! They would constantly yeU and spit at the NVA and resist and make life difficult in every Wifi. We called them 'llaHI Co11:· 11 11:y wI:11: 
impressive. Well very soon after Jim and Lou left, these two ARVN made an escape attempt. We heard some commotion and looked up to sec that one ol these AllVN 
Raigers had grab an NVA guard and choking him. The net of it was that at least one of these guys did get away and, I think, the other was killed. Arr;wif,/, within three hrnu s 
of the escape the NVA had us on the move. Later during a debriefing in the Long Binh hospital I learned that there was actually a 'special ops• section where these Al1VN 
Rangers were trained and given the job of being captured and then escaping so the good guys could learn something abot.t the POW camps. Apparently the NVA knew a 
little about this because they had us out of the camp in nothing flat. I also believe someone told me that as a result of the ARVN Ranger's escape, a rescue force did visit 
that camp within a short period of time - of course we weren't there. What I'm about to tell you now is pure conjecture on my part - you make up your own mind. I beieve 
the NVA knew we were •goners•. I certainly believe I would have died within a short period of time and Shep's long term prognosis was not good. The NVA medical .-tertion 
and capabilities were primitive at best - at least what they were able to give us. So long as Shep and I were alive, we were valuable to them. I believe they negotiated a 
prisoner exchange. A day or two before our release they fed us really well, including some sweet pudding I later learned had been made from can milk. They told us i was 
importcn that we teU 'the world' that our treatment had been good or that Lou and Jim •would pay for our crimes•. This is the reason why some of our public statements 
after our release were 'anti-war"; we didn't want Lou and Jim to suffer. Arryway, they took us to a road and told us to stay right there. About two mintJles later and American 
truck drives us and picked us up. I can remember that there was an American in the back of it because he gave me a cigarette - I really appreciated that! They drove us to 
a FB and we were evaced to Pleiku. We weren't there long but during that time several guys from B Trp visited us. I remember before this time LT Eldridge, •fang" we caled 
him, used to give everyone a hard time because he was 'short'. WeU, I got back al him because I knew I would be home in a few days and he'd still be there. 

Now, fnally, we let Vernon Shepard finish his story. I remember these events pretty much as both Kirk and Mike have described but let me add some details. After Jim and 
I inadvertently moved away from Kirk we hid in some trees. We were so close to the Huey that came in and got Kirk out that I could see the red dash ligtts. I knew I could 
move fast enough to get to the ship before ii left and I really 'felt safe' in the trees versus out in the open in the clearing. Besides that ship was drawing lots of fire cl1d I 
didn't want any part of that! After the Huey left, we moved a little deeper into the trees and hid a little better. We heard some rustling in the brush not far away cl1d laer 
discussed this with Mike who heard the same thing that evening. We theorized that we were very close to each other that night, maybe 10 to 15 feet apart, but no one dared 
cal ot.t to investigate the source of the rustling sounds!! The second day we hid out and hoped that the bad guys would go away and the Blues would renm. We had an 
M-16, one cfip of ammo, a bayone~ and one pack of Camels but no matches. We ended up chewing the cigarettes and that was pretty good al the time. I still had my nomex 
gloves. In the rnomilg and evening I'd wipe them across the leaves and grass until they fdled with moisture, then I'd suck the water from them. During this time the woood 
in my mouth was especially troublesome. We had a single WP. Jim didn't want to throw it for fear of compromising our location, so he had me stay hidden and crawled out 
into the open area. There he waited for an appropriate moment to try to signal the aircraft. I remember we were especially hopeful to attract the attention of a Bird Dog FAC 
thal was putting in the airstrikes. Finally Jim popped the Pete; but the aircraft didn't seem to notice. They moved away and didn't return. We hid again that nigtt. On the 
third day we watch the NVA going through the LOHS and saw them marching past our location with their weapons slung over their shoulders. We heard the firing associaed 
wilh the battle the ARVN Rangers were having and knew that it was a long way from us - too far to be of help to us. We concluded that we would have to do something on 
our own and that we would start the night. At that time the best I could do was sort of a low crawl. I'd stick the bayonet in the ground and use las a han<le to pul myself 
along with some assistance from my left leg even though it had been damaged al the very start. We crawled a long time - until we were completely exhausted. We fOllld a 
hollowed Ol4, dead log and slept in it like sort of a hammock. When the sun came up on the fourth day, Jim had made me a crutch out of bamboo so now we could walk. 
We didn't exactly know where to go but we heard and saw fixed wing aircraft landing and headed toward that. We walked aD day and I was really surprised th.- I dilil't have 
that much pain. I was uncomfortable and noticed what I thought was a drip from the wound in my buttock - that turned out to be maggots falling out! In the afternoon we 
came to a clearing that went up a hiU. We thought if we could get on that hill, we could see where the aircraft were landing and how to get there. Jim told me to stay in the 
trees and moved out. He got about half way up the hill and since I didn't see any danger, I started walking after him. I didn't get very far when I heard the AKs open up cl1d 
saw Jim drop immediately. I literally 'tried to hide behind a blade of grass•. The next thing I felt was the muzzles of four AKs in my back artd people yeWng al me. I stood 
up and they took me over to the edge of the clearing to this 6'2', English speaking non-oriental man. I still think he was a Russian advisor. He definitely spoke with art 
accident. My impression was that he was treated 'like a king' - he had 15 to 20 NVA around him that seemed very interested in doing whatever he asked. Af. first he didn't 
speak to me but his look was something like •we've got you now•. Finally he asked if he could do anything for me. I said I was hungry, so they gave me a rice bal. He 
asked if they could look at my wounds. I showed them and they wrapped them for me. Then they started asking about 'the other guy• and I lied 'Whal other guy? - I'm 
alone' because I hadn't seen Jim and didn't know how he'd made out. Eventually they brought Jim over - he was OK and hadn't been hit. 

They started marching us toward the camp that same day. They put a bamboo pole between our elbows, tied our hands in the front and put a hood over our heads so that 
we could only see the ground in front of us. The next day, I believe, we passed another group going the opposite direction on the same trail who were carrying a hanvnock 
containing an American. They happened to pass by close enough so I could see in even wilh the hood on. I didn't know Mike Peterson at that time because he was in the 
Guns and we didn't socialize all that much with Gun pilots; mostly with the Scout pilots. So I asked Jim what that was and he told me i was Mike. Jim and I were the first 
to arrive at the camp. It was about 75'x75', surrounded by a bamboo fence and had three cages near the middle. Each cage was buil over a pit about three feet deep. The 
structure was about Bx12 along the lean-to design. The roof was made of bamboo poles covered with big leaves. Inside there was a stock like arrangernert cl1d we were 
locked in i each night. The NVA didn't treat our wounds for the first four days we were there. I'd guess to total NVA staff was in the six to eiglt people range. Lou showed 
up next and then Mike - they may have arrived on the same day. I'd guess the four of us were together at least one but not two weeks. After eight ARVN showed up next 
artd they put four in each pit. The 'Hard Cores• came a day or two after Lou and Jim left. I want to say something here and now - Jim was a big, big help to me al wing 
this period. Many times he could have done better by himself but he stayed with me and took care of me. I can't say enough good things abott him. They fed us only rice 
and gave us an American aluminum canteen fuU of hot water each night. We used this as a hot water boWe to keep warm. We'd rub i over our arms and chest then use i 
as a pillow. The next day we'd drink the water. We didn't have a blanket or mosquito net but I don't remember mosquitoes being a problem. Our interrogator was art oriertal 
that had been educated in the States. Since I was an NCO, I didn't know much about the military situation so they didn't ask many questions about it. Most of the questions 
were about home, the family, what clothes they wore, etc. They asked me what my 1st SGT did - I didn't know so I answered that all I saw him do was show movies! They 
asked whal was the best place to shot at on a helicopter - again I told them I wasn't an expert on this but suggested the rotor blades. I warned them that they were hard to 
hit because they were moving so fast! They came and took pictures of us a couple times. They dug a hole sort of in the center of the three cages. It was 4x4 cl1d abotJ 8 
feet deep wilh a covered lid almost lice you'd put over an animal trap. They used a notched log to get in and out of the hole. Tlis hole was where they kept the Hard Cores. 
About this time I was able to walk around a little so during the day they'd let me rake leaves and do odd chores. Mike was getting worse and didn't get otJ rru:h except to 
relieve hinself. This is how I was able to get close to the Hard Core's pit. They seemed like Koreans to me but I don't know for sae. They motioned to me tti.-they wcned 
me to help choke a guard. Mike and I talked this over, then I let them know I wasn't too interested in trying that. The Hard Cores caused so much trouble that the NVA lidn't 
let them out of the pit - they even had to relieve themselves in the cups their food came in. Those guys were tough!! There was this guard we called 'Baby face• because 
he was so yooog. I was out raking leaves or something when the two Hard Cores started making some noise in their pit. Wea Baby Face put his AK up against a tree cl1d 
leaned over to look in the pit. Eventually when he got closer, they grabbed him and pulled him into the pit. The next thing I knew, one of the Hard Cores had jtnlped out of 
the pit, grabbed the AK and was pointing it back into the hole. The other Hard Core got out quickly and they motioned for us to join them in theil' escape. I motioned for them 
to go withot.t us because I knew Mike couldn't make the trip and I didn't want to leave him. I don't recall that one of the Hard Cores was killed or that they killed anyone tu 
maybe Mike was privy to a conversation in Long Binh that I didn't take part in. It my impression that one of the debriefers in Long Bm asked if he could bring some guys 
in to look at us. We said OK and soon these same two Hard Cores came in to identify that we were the same guys they'd seen in the camp. lrteresting, hltl? I'd guess we 
didn't stay in Vietnam more than a day after our release and were debriefed a lot. I didn't care so long as they kept bring me food - I was really lmgry. We wert to Japan 
for a day then to differert hospitals in the Stales. I stayed in the hospital about 30 days and ended up finishing my enlistment at that installation. Other than the POW elmer 
we had at the Wilie House and one crewchief th.- was in B Trp, I haven't had any contact with anyone that was in the 7117th CAV. 

VHPA Member Billy Bowling provides a few more details. When these ARVN Rangers escaped, they turned themselves in an ARVN compound and the senior American 
advisor called us with the news that they migtt have some information about our people. I flew over there and was told by this ful Colonel th.- I'd have to wait outside. I 
sailed past him into the room where they were debriefing these guys. Through them we obtained the first •real information" abot.t SGT Shep.I'd and WO Peterson but nothing 
on the others. They happened to make a casual statement about the ·one American body near the road'. This, of course, was news to me. We were able to obtain some 
more specific information from them and within the next couple days worked wilh an ARVN Cavalry unit to sweep the area The NVA were long gone by th.- tine but this 
was how we f()ll1(! and retrieved George Grega's body. 
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On the 2001. wtile doilg a VR in the An Lao Va}J,ey, W01 Fred A. Exner Ill of C Trp was kied when tis LOH crashed after experiencilg a tail rotor faiue. VHPA Meimer Harry 
Michel descmes these evel1s: 

I was the Scru teiKTI leader that day. Fred, an experienced LOH pilot, was flying my wing. He had the additional dliy of beilg the troop SUpply Officer. A LT G.ry (?) Nelson 
had been a Cobra pilot for some tine and was in the process of seeilg if he warted to be a Scru. He flew as Fred's Observer and twas tis fi"st day in a LOH. Thct day 
the AO was the OOl1hem part of the An Lao over from LZ Engish. We were wormg from the higher 11ound down toward the valej floor. Fred caled that he had jJSt 
mq>erienced a tail rotor fabe. I cpckly uned and saw hin goiJg irto the trees. He must have had rather low forward speed at the tine because he should have been able 
to fly ru of the area even wttw a tail rotor. Just after the LOH hit the trees, the blades folded up and quit llming. The riglt frort side of the ship hit the i,OUld. I was 
rvt over the crash ste in seconds and even though this area was q>le CarJOll'I jtngle, I could cleiff/ see the wreck. There was no movemert aromd the wreck and niatj 
there was no fi"e. We caled for the Blues even though the nearest LZ was some distance awif/. After abol1 ten miues the wreck started to bun and soon the arm,o 
started cooki1g off. We had to back off because of the exploding anvno. Abru this tine we saw a pen flare come up ttrough the trees. We disnissed t as part of the 
btmilg anmo. A couple miues later when we saw another pen flare, we knew someone was alive down there. We caled for a med evac wth a jmgle penetrater. It 
arrived and even though the anvno was stil explodilg, they pulled rigtt up to the crash ste and pt.( the penetrater down. LT Nelson was so badt/ womded that he was 
IJlable to get hinself irto the cortraption; so the medic wert down. He was able to complete the evacuation. No one else was tut Ii.mg that ex!Jaction. Later the BkJes 
<id get in and retrieved Fred's body. Years later I saw LT Nelson again in Germany flying Cobras; so I iKTl glad to Sil/ that he recovered from tis womds. 

December - Dlmg this morth, A Trp would work several differert AOs in northwestern II Corps and for the 3rd Bde west of Enari. B Trp would finishing up Is work for the 1st 
Bde's Oper.mon SPREAGINS WHITE in the Ban Me Tooot, Bu Prang area C Trp worked the An Lao Va}J,ey and Crows Foot area, weather permiling, or else they worked the low 
la'xls against the VC. D Trp completed the Enari to Cheo Reo convoy sectrty assignmerts, then conducted search and destroy nissions and served as a ready reaction force 
for A Trp. On the 10th, WO Peterson and SGT Shepard of B Trp were freed by the NVA relatively near a 45th ARVN Regt ste near Due Lap. They were captured by the NVA during 
the b.-ile on 2 Nov descli>ed earlier. The Pacific Stars and ~s dated Saturday, Dec 13, 1969 carried pictures of them on the frort page. The paper Sif/S that Peterson's thid 
and fourth toes on tis left foot were missiJg and he suffered fragmertation wounds in the left knee. Shepard was described as having ndiple fragment.moo womds of the ri!jt 
foot and of the btitock. They were the 28th and 29th U.S. prisoners to be released by the Comnulists. 

Year End SWnmary - Dumg most of this year, the line troops were opconed outside the Sqdn. The Sqdn remained based at Enari and conlirued to make improvernerts to the 
facllies there especially in the aircraft mairtenance ua. A Trp spert about half Is tine wormg the Oak To/ Kortum area and provided considerable~ for the 24th STZ. 
The other half of Is tine would be given to the 4th Inf especially in the An Khe area. B Trp ~ed TF Souh for the fi"st half of the year, worked ru of Camp Enari for a few 
morths before moving to Ban Me Truotfor basically the rest of the year to support the 23rdARVN irterests in that area now that the 4th Inf no longer operated there. C Trp worked 
cu of Camp Enari for the fi"st four morths, then moved to An Son to support the 173rd and the 4th Inf for the rest of the year. Basically the Sqdn cortrolled HHT and D Trp for 
most of the year. The sluml of having the AC Ts opconed ru was seriously reviewed after the 2 Nov ballle and changes were made to retlm to the traditional ACS confi!J6aion. 

1970 

The prinlcl)' sotJ"ce maerials for this year are: For A Trp, a 29 page AUHS prepared by W01 Charles E. Smih, Ill. For B, C, and D Trps; nothing. For the ScµKton: a 48 page 
OR-LL for the period 1 NOV ltrough 31 JAN, a 43 page OR-LL for the period 1 FEB ltrough 30 APR, a 32 page OR-LL for 1 MAY ltrough 31 JUL, and a 32 page OR-LL for 1 AUG 
ltV'Otql 31 OCT. The last two OR-LLs cortained some accident sunvnaries which are included in this narrative. An 8 page transcript of the debriefing of L TC De France in Sep, 
1970 for historical ptipOse. 

January - Dlmg this morth, A and B Trps supported the 2nd Bde in Operation PUTNAM POWER northeast of An Khe. C Trp worked the An Lao VaJJey and Crows Foot ..-ea, 
weaher pemjling, else worked the low lands against the VC. D Trp also supported the 4th Div with road security assignments between Camp Radcliff at An Khe and Frebase 
Emeia as wel as working the Camp Enari TAOR. On the 5th, A Trp's Sews found and engaged a large enemy elemert; kiing five and capnmg fDll" AKs. On the 7th, A Trp 
inserted thei' Blues ito a fortified living area They captured some clothes, medical supplies, AK iKTlmO, and food plus 11 suspects; then the Guns destroyed the structll"es. On 
the 8th, an A Trp LOH was shot down, crashed and totally burned. The pilot and observer escaped and were medevaced. The Guns worked the area, then the Trp screened for 
a rifle comparrf already in the area They fomd a large bunker complex and made cortact wth an estimated NVA company. The C&C's crew chief was womded and evaced 
when the ship suddeny took a volley of enemy fire. The Blues were inserted and found runerous caves and signs of recently enemy living there. One NVA was captured. On 
the 11th, A Trp's Blues were inserted after the Sews and Guns made contact with an estimated NVA platoon in their base camp. The Blues Idled five NVA and captured two AKs, 
one pistol, and one 51 cal. They swept ltV'u the area again prior to extraction and found a large quantity of raw cotton, a weaving machine, some food and a 30 cal. On the 12th. 
A Trp's Blues were inserted in another base camp, c~e wth hidden buildings and detained 28 people plus an M-1 and some food. On the 20th, A Trp fomd a large sleepiYJ 
..-ea occupied by an NVA platoon. The Gun killed four and the Sews killed three. On the 26th, A Trp found another NVA platoon's camp and kied fotJ". On the 29th, A Trp made 
an assessrnert of a large artillery strike and found four more NVA to kill. 

VHPA Member Tom Pember remembers: Some Vietnam everts stand out in otJ" minds more than others. The accourt I iKll abru to relate is VIVIDLY ETCHED i1 my memory. 
I was a Gun team leader for C Trp at the time and used the name 'The Pacemaker" on the radios. We habitually stage ru of LZ Two Bis and would refuel and rearm a Ll 
Uplift Tlis was lale 69 or earty 70 when C Trp's main AOs were in and around the An Loa VaJJey. My wing that day was CWO Charles Alexander - 'Sober Charie' we called 
hin. I liked having hin on my wing because you could alwif/S depend on him to be at the riglt place at the riglt time and you dioo't have to spend a lot of tine explamg 
how to hM<le a sluml. We were retlming from covering a LRRP that had been in cortact wet up in the valet. While covering these LRRPs, we had expended eveiything 
except for the wboard 'seven shot' pods which cortained nails. It was quiet - eerily quiet when a fairt sound suddenly came on the radio. It was so fait i1 fact, lhal I 
asked Charlie if he could make t cu? Negative. Then, in a lille louder whisper, a voice filled wth tears and fear pleaded for help. GOD! What a somd. Once you've head 
that wlisper you know someone has bad guys very close by; bt.t the tears and fear tell you they are in very serious trouble! It was from another LRRP team StJTounded on 
ttree sides by a VC company and a sheer cffl to the west The LRRPs couldn't move in any direction and the bad guys were closing in slowly bt.t surely. I explained to 
them i1 a wlisper that al we had were nails. l'I never know why i is when you receive a whisper, you transmit with a whisper!! The LRRP said they were holed up in somt 
rocks at the top of the cffl and couldn't move. I explained that we weren't supposed to use nails close to friendlies. They said: 'The bad guys are within 50 meters nl 
closing- so we're dead if you don't and may be dead if you do. We'd rather take our chances wth you.• I asked Charlie what he thougtt and he said he'd do whateYlf I 
decided. So I !old the lRRPs to get behind and under the rocks and report when they were ready. They said: 'My men are already under the rocks bt.t taking fire from al 
sides - smoke is ru!' I said we'd make our runs at tree top level from the southwest to northeast, break left and try to pop the nails just over the rocks and irto the tree h . 
I rerTilded them that the red airborne smoke would indicate the nails had popped. I thougtt my first pass was too long and asked them abru i. They said: 'Couldn't I 
Heard some nails ti1kle across the rocks. The VC qui shooting at us and started shooting at you though.' I said we'd cortinue as long as we could, fi"ing only one pair edl 
rm, so they should stiff low, and that this time we'd try the east and south half. We adjusted for the next run and asked how we'd done. 'You're doing great bt.t there's 1 
bunch working along the cffls from the north towards us.' So we adjust again and asked how'd that look? 'II looks - OH#@$& (he yeled in pain) good. (silence) (dMt 
deafening silence!)' I asked if they were hit and almost <haded the answer. "No - the damned smoke got ticked by a nail - rolled down the rock against my leg and bt.med 
the hel ru of me!' Boy, I was relieved to hear that. Then I asked if they were ready to move because we had just enough~ left to cover their break and we coum1 
raise anymore Guns. We suggested they try to move SSW along the top of the cliff. They called when they were ready to move. Charlie made a hot pass and I made 1 
dummy. Then we made some more hot and dummy passes bt.t saved one last pair each 'just in case'. Finally we asked how they were doing. "We're doing file. w, 
cortnJe down the hil to the sruh.' We cortilued to play dummy and asked for them to report when they were clear. A few mim.tes later they said: 'We're clear now. 
THANKS. We would have been dead if you hadn't stopped to help us.· We were both 1 O minutes irto the 20 minute tigtt, so we fired the last pair and when home. y 
know, we never heard from that LRRP teiKTI again. Perhaps they made it home. I hope so. I do know they made it ttrougi one more day <iJe to a C Trp Cobra team •llil 
was proud to have been there. 

February - llling this month A Trp supported with 4th Div in the general vicinity north of An Khe along the Suoi Kon river and northwest in the Song Ba vaJJ,ey. On the 1-. 
prisoner escaped from a nearby NVA POW camp and gave himself up to A Trp's Blues that had been inserted to recon an area shot up by the Guns. The irtelligence this prlsorC 
provided led to the loc.mon of two NVA POW camps, an NCO training school, and a medical training school. For the first ten days, B Trp worked to the north of An Khe in the I 
Som and Song Con river ..-eas. Extremely thick vegetation and rough terrain hampered observation efforts but the troop was able to find several enemy complexes and inlt, 
rwes. Several cortacts were made with squad sized elemerts. Dtmg this entire month, C Trp supported the 173rd Abn in the general An Loa valey area. Thei" prim.ry 
was to iterdict enerrtf movernert from the mourtain base areas to the populated coastal p!Ms. D Trp contiroed conducting search and clear opercEOOS around the c~ l 
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m Pleiku TAORs as weB as providing periodic convoy escorts. From the 12th !trough the 15th, B Trp supported the 24th STZ sruhwest of Komm and made cortact wlh art 
INA COfTll)a1I kili1g 33. Several mortars, rifles, ra<ios and quantities of mtriions were caplll'ed. For the rest of the rnmh, B Trp supported the 4th Div who had i,Ol.lld elemem 
operDJg in the motnains near the Suoi Kon river north of An Khe. On the 28th, A Trp's frst LOH team had the lead shot down and the wing forced down by a fie in the slip. 
The crews were pulled to safety with a joogle penetrater. While worl<ing this area I.fer in the day they fruid a Bn sized training area sruhwest of An Khe. 

VHPA Member Barry Speare provides a little color of Mfe in C Trp abcu this time: I arrived for my third tour in late Dec 69. My other tot.rs were wilh Aibome Infamy. 1lis 
was my fist as an Avicior. I told the Squadron thal I wanted to fly Scotts for Charlie Trp and the next morning I was on the cotJier to Lane. After I ~ed my 15 hot.rs 
ooder the watchful eyes of Marty Mirlines (by ttis time I beUeve he was the Sq<il Safety Officer and SIP), I was assigned the calsqi of RED 12. Because of aircraft 
avaiability and the need for pilots, my translion took about two weeks. During that time I also flew abOlt 40 plus h<us in the frort of the lead Snakes to learn the AO and 
to observe how the experienced Scotts worl<ed. Now, the standard FNG initiation dri1k was the GMF (Green Mother J which was adninistered whenever the Lane O Ckm 
had a visiting stage show band. Those of us not flying on the day of the stage show wert to the club early in the afternoon to asstJ"e thal 0tl" Trp g<i the tables li'ecltf in 
frort and to one side of the stage. The other side of the stage was reserved for the 498th Dustoff. We started dmking the miUe we arrived al the ckm and ttis wert on 
no the evening. The stage show started abcu 7:30 and the GMFs were brought Oli during the 9 PM break. Like the rest of the FNGs I g<i on stage and ct.igged my GMF 
while eveiyone cheered. I thougtt I was going to die and later hung over the hootch maids' clothesline ralphing my gw cu for whal seemed like forever. Bl Hesse was 
fOLlld passed cu cold, lying next to his hoolch the following morning. Besides drn(ilg, the major pastime al Lane after rett.ming from the AO was µigle rues voleybal. 
C Trp had a good team and was a serious challenge to the other avialion Iris. I was never veiy good al the game so I was only alowed to gtSd ot.r war/beer chest il1d 
provide verbal support when a challenger turned up. Dlmg the eigtt morths I was in C Trp we never lost a single challenge malch. The stakes were ot.r war chest against 
thei"s and we alw<f/S went home with Oll"S after drinking their's. In early February orders came for Charlie Trp to move to Camp Radcffl by early March. OU- new mission 
was to support !tree major combal elemerts: OIi" friends in the 173rd Abn Bde, the 4th Inf, and the 22d ARVN. OU- AO was expanded from the Swh China Sea to the 
CarnbolDI tri-border area northwest of Kom.m. We completed the move withot1 incidert and on time btA two days after we arrived we were hit by sappers. They destroyed 
the two LOHs closest to the billet area and altempted to destroy two snakes and a slick. To the best of my memory the others were repairable; btA the LOHs were nothing 
more thcrJ piles of while magnesun with vertical stabilizers. Our officers' quadrangle and billeting area tumed cu veiy nice. We all did some worl< on ot.r own rooms and 
p(ched in to finish OIi" small cloo thal included a beer cooler obtained from art old PX Snack 13N and a highly shined, vart"ished bar. 

March - On the 1st the Squadron was released from opcon to the 4th Inf and rellnled to the 17th CAG for control. During ttis erue morth, C Trp cortinued to support the 173rd 
Abn in the An Loa valley area. D Trp worl<ed the Pleiku TAOR con<kJcting sweeps to the swh of Camp Holow<f/ in search of the mortars thal had been hilling the post from the 
sruh. They were unable to locale these mortars even though an intensive effort was made thal included the use of mine sweepers. On the 5th, B Trp started supporting the 24th 
STZ west of Pleiku and on the 6th fOLnd art arms and ITUlEOl1S cache. From the 10th t.nil the 27th B Trp moved from Camp Enari to Phan Rang and retumed to Camp Holoway. 
Wlile worl<ing in the Dalal area. B Trp fOLlld several veiy large booker (one wilh over 200) complexes and screens for the ARVN forces thal worl<ed several cache sies. From the 
13th llti the 1st of Apli, the Squadron(·) moved from Camp Enari to Camp Holoway. From the 23rd inil the 28th, C Trp completed the move from Lane al An Son to Camp 
Radcilf a1 An Khe. On the 30th, A Trp arid ens Ranger (wtich were opconed to the Squadron from the 30th tnil 19 April) formed TF Dagger wtich operaled to the sruhwest 
of Plei Me and to the southwest of Plei Mrong. No sigrificart findings were made by TF Dagger as the NVA are not operating in ts AO. 

VHPA Member R.tJ Corviolly remembers these times: I was in A Trp's Gun plcfoon from Sep until Jan of 1970. It seemed like there was abcu a milon Captains in the 
plcfoon a thal tine and I wasn't al thal serior. Abru the beginning of the year I ended up in HHT as the Asst S-4 though I realy wcrted to be flying Cobras. It was IUing 
the period that the 7 /17th moved from Enari to Hollow<f/ and I was given the general assignmert to acquire al the construction malerials I could get my hartds on, to make 
living there more comfortable. The Sqdn had a number of 40 ft S&P (Stake and Platform) trailers that were pulled by big diesel tractors. We made marT)' ~ from Pleiku 
over the Mang Yang Pass to Qui Nhoo empty and returned with 2x4s, plywood, wring, liglts, etc. At that time the 75th Ranger Company was attached to the 7117th, so we 
coud draw LRRP rations lhrou!tl normal supply. I am still amazed at how rruch stuff we acquired simply by trading for a couple of cases of LRRPs!! We even made one 
~ al the way to Phan Rang to get materials. My other dtty was to establish ammo and refuel pons. The evening before, the HHT CO would tel us where to go; we'd load 
up a 2 1/2 ton with mini-gun ammo and another wilh rockets plus a 5,000 gal tankers. Early in the morning we head cu to KortLm, Plei Me, Plei Djereng, places like thal. 
We mostly supported A Trp because even after B Trp retooled to the Pleiku area. they still flow down sotih a lot and someone else supported them. We rarely were part of 
a convoy and we didn't have artf escort from D Trp or the MPs. We'd just drive ru the gate and head to the forward base. We carried a PRC 77 to cal in case somelhng 
happened. We never got hit btA I cart remember riding in a jeep many of time and thinking 'Wtt( am I in a jeep arid not a helicopter?• We used the Chilooks to lift fuel and 
arrmo whenever we could btA when they weren't available we'd drive. Rarely would we spend the nigtt al these places. We'd drive back eveiy evering. In Jt,J, I guess 
someone had decided that I'd paid my dues becaJse I retooled to A Trp's Gun platoon. I flew wilh them urtil I DEROSed in Sep. 

AprU • For most of this month B T rp worl<ed the Dak Seang area and south to Dak To along Rocket Ridge. Intense AW was received 011 nearly eveiy nission. They were veiy 
successful in localing the 122mm rocket posiions along Rocket Ridge thal had been firing on Dak To and Tan Carth. Their Gl.llS and tac air were used to destroy several lan:tl 
poslions arid storage areas. A large runber of bmker complexes, mortar posiions, and MG posiions were reported. On the 6th, A Trp stopped worl<ing wlh TF Dagger il1d 
worked the Dak Seang and Ben Het areas for the rest of the month. From the 6th to the 1 0th, C T rp replaced A T rp as part of TF Dagger and worl<ed aroood Plei Mrong bit only 
made liglt cortact. With all the ACTs working basically north and west of Pleiku and making cortact with squad and platoon sized Iris on aknost a daily basis, D Trp was alerted 
to mairtain a starxlJy airmobile reaction force for most of the month. Eveiyone still remembered the B Trp's ballle in November near Bu Prang and the general lack of ARVN 
support. On the 7th, A Trp foood a heavily used trail and abOLt 1100 engaged a large enemy force swhwest of Dak Searig. Thet Gl.llS received itense fie arid thei" ScOIJs 
were repeatedly driven from the area by AW fie. It took several attempts and working against lots of AA fire before the Lift could get the Bkles inserted. The NVA avoided cortact 
wilh the Bkles who found ten dead NVA and caplll'ed several rifles and mortar rounds. On the 11th, an A Trp LOH was shot down and the crew qlickly extracted. Before they 
coud explore the situation further, they received a change of mission to cover a CIDG force of 11 Omen trying to break cortact wilh a superior NVA force. Thet Lift slips were 
able to c01l1)1ete the extraction success~. From the 11th to the last week of the month, C T rp rettmed to support the 173rd Abo in ts efforts against the 3rd WA DiV. On the 
11th, SP4 Alonzo Garrett was kiled wtile flying in a C Trp LOH piloted by WO Chick H~on in the Sot.i Cow Valey. VHPA Member Beny Speare ffi<fJ be able to provide some 
details abOLt ttis incidert. On the 12th, near Hil 763 the A Trp lead LOH flown by CPT Gus Robinson, was shot down and the wing took runerous hits. Because of the terrain, 
heavy fighting, and other forces in the area; A Trp could not complete the search for the downed crew. It wasn't until the 14th and then only after marT)' of the Lift slips were hit 
thal 14 Blues were inserted. They fOllld Gus's body in the wreckage btA the observer SP4 Robert E. Tabb was not fOLlld. They also came upon an NVA AA team in a booker arid 
qlickly kied them. Tabb was listed as MIA and was, indeed, captured. He was kept by the NVA arid released in March, 1973. 

VHPA Member Gary Downs recalls: Gus and I were West Point Classmates and had been !trough a lot together. The everts smot.Jlding tis dealh are some of the strongest 
memories I have of Vietnam. Two NVA Re~ had had the SF camp al Dak Seang under siege for some time. During that period NOTHING was gelling in arid cu of the camp 
withot1 getting shot down. I remember when things quieted down thal there was a med evac, another Huey and two wrecked CiDlOU on the IUlW<f/. We worl<ed the flanks 
of the baltle most of the time. We are alw<f/S ~ in airstrikes or shooting lots of Arty and doing BDAs for Arcigtts. I wasn't flying the day Gus was shot down bit I was 
the next two days. It took us thal long to get OIi" Bkles irto the area They had to blow an LZ wilh a 5,000 Diisy Ctiter near the top of Hil 763 for us to get the Blues in. 
They fOLnd art NVA AA crew in a bunker and killed them before they could get the gun operational again. We displayed l owide 1U place al Hollow.tJ for some tine after 
thal. They fOllld thal Gus' LOH had roled down the till and that he was still strapped inside. He had two bullets in the head, so l was no wonder thal l crashed. The Blues 
also fOLlld Tabb's shirt in a tree, so we figl.red he had been captured. l'U never forget that valley north of Dak To. It was veiy beawfu, bit you never had any trOUlle drawing 
fie there! 

On the 15th, A Trp was still working the area lookilg for Tabb when another LOH was shot down, kilting the observer (rmie unknown al ttis time) and bady WOl.ll<SlQ the pilot. 
The braveiy of their Blues was totally ooquestioned as they rappelled irto a hot LZ to w a hasty area for extraction. Even thou!tl the Infamy's mission was not reconnaissance, 
they fOLlld six NVA bodies, nt.merous packs and 12 weapons. After destroying all the enemy equipmert and obtairwlg the body of the observer, al the men on the i,Ol.lld were 
extracted. Ad<Mional ordinance was expended in the area and secondary explosions were recorded. Doong the last week of the morth, C Trp jailed TF PtJ-a wtich was a 4th 
DiV effort against enemy base camps sruh of the Marig Yang Pass. A large runber of bookers and structures were spotted by C Trp thal had recert usage and marT)' were 
destroyed. C Trp also worked with Cll5 Rartgers. On the 30th, A and B Trps were in direct support of the 24th STZ and C Trp was opconed to TF Pu"d, so only D Trp remailed 
ll1der Squadron i:ortrol. 

May • Starting on the 5th and ending 011 the 25th of J1.r1e, various Squadron elemerts supported the 4th Div and the 22nd and 23rd ARVN in their CarnbolDI inctnion. C Trp, 
from the 5th to the 25th, B T rp, from the 5th to the 16th, and A T rp, on the 6th and 7th, worl<ed in Ralankiri Province to the west of Plei Djereng for fist the 4th DiV and then the 
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suucue ~s wm llgtt enemy cortacts save for the ground to air fi"e which was nense <img ffiN1Y days. On the 61h, D Trp moved two ~ooos via roads to assist the 
4th Div by seamg the Plei Djereng airfield. Ttis operation lasted tnil the 16th. On the 7th, C T rp fOWld several sets of tracks made by NV A tanks and ildications th.- the veticles 
had moved to the sruh. On the 8th, A Trp begai support of the 22nd ARVN operlDlg 11 Base Area 702 to the west of Due Co. Several struct1ns and two tons of rice were 
destroyed liJring those tt.-ee days and fcu NVA were kiled. That sane day the lead A Trp LOH was shot down and the observer kied. On the 9th, C Trp located two M-8 sew 
ca-sand a~ truck; al were destroyed by an air strike. From the 12th to the 17th, A Trp supported the 4th Div and found an airfield wfl1 a POL storage ..-ea On the 17th and 
18th, B Trp took a break from the Cambooan operations and worked around Pleiku with no significart findings. On the 19th, A Trp and one ~oon from D Trp moved to Ban Me 
Tim, bee.me operational on the 20lh to support the 23rd ARVN 11 Mondol Kii ProvJ1Ce to the west of Ban Me Thuot. The most significcn actidy was the destruction of several 
(ct least seven) enemy 2 1/2 ton trucks plus the locations and destruction of at least three, huge enemy base camps complete wtti permanelt buildings and very large blllker 
c0fl1)lexes and ammo caches. From the 19th to the 26th, B Trp supported the 22nd ARVN 11 Operation Binh Tay II as l conducted a se..-ch of Base Area 702. Large blllker 
c0fl1)lexes were loccted and destroyed by air stri<es. On several occasions bombs were delivered within 15 mirUes of request. Ttis was the resul of the personal nerest and 
rapport of USAF LTC Hyland, the Senior FAC supporoog the 22nd ARVN, with B Trp. From the 27th to the end of the monlh, B Trp worked northeast of Pleiku and kled one NVA 
and detained another. From the 29th to the 31st, C Trp supported the 22nd ARVN 11 the Ben Het and Dak To area and reported receiving 37nvn M fire for the fi"sttine. Thei 
G111S and an ai' stri(e were employed on the posmon resulilg 11 several secondary explosions. 

June - Dlri1g the last p..-t of May and al of Jlll8, D Trp provided a ready reaction force for the ACTs and provided convoy escorts from Camp Holloway to Due Co, the Oasis, 
and FSB Blackhawk. From the 1st to the 3rd, C Trp worked for the 1st Bde south of FSB Blackhawk and killed one NVA. On the 5th, A Trp moved back to Camp Holloway and 1Di 
the 23rd was 11 direct support of MR II while workilg the Oak To, Ben Het, and south ..-ea. From the 5th to the end of the month, C Trp supported the 173rd Abn nu LZ Engish 
save for the 24th to the 28th when they worked for the 4th Div north of An Khe. Activities throughotJ the ..-ea were characterized by moderate enemy cortact. Ground to ai' fi"e 
was spora<icaly nense. Numerous caves and bookers were destroyed by combined arms firepower. C Trp was credited with 24 NVA kled liJring this period. From the 61h to 
the 23rd, B Trp supported the 1st Bde, 4th Div 11 Operation W;fJne Hurdle to the south of FSB Blackhawk. Ligtt enemy cortact typified the operation btJ runerous new blllker 
and stnJctlJ'e COf11)lexes were found and destroyed by the ScotJs and Guns. On the 10th, A Trp did a 'day trip' back to Dan Me Thuot and found a large enemy cOIJ1)lex lllder 
construction. After the Guns preped the area, the Blues were merted and found a sizable quardy of food and NVA clothes and me<ical SIWlies-Ttis was destroyed. The Sews 
then had the ARP sweep a second complex btJ this one was exlerisively booby trapped. The ARP and the Guns destroyed both complexes. Ne..- Oak To on the 17th, A Trp's 
Scot.ts observed five men wtti weapons nmi1g toward a blllker complex. The Guns killed three and a little later, during a nming bctlle, the Scotts Idled three more. On the 
19th, SFC Robert H. PIii: was kled by flyilg as a back sect from WO Dick Bradley and SP4 Ron Streckland. The LOH took several Ills, crashed and bl.med. Both Bradley and 
Streckland were evaced to the Stctes because of bums they received in this wreck. VHPA rnem>er Beny Speare can provides some detais abOl1 this incident. On the 21st. A 
Trp worked wtti a gr0l4) of Pahfinders northwest of Oak To on the remains of five downed aircraft (one USAF Jolly Green Giart and fcu UH-1Cs). Even thou!tt the ..-ea was 
nested by NVA, they avoided cortact wtti A Trp <img the day long effort to extract bodies and equipment. On the 24th, A Trp screened for the 22nd ARVN and B Trp for the 
2/8 Mech Inf 11 Opermi em Tay IV whose objective was to evacuate approximately 12,000 Cambodian military personnel and their dependelts, wtti all thei" equipmert and 
personal betonging, from the towns of Ba Kev and Labang Siek. For the rest of the month, A Trp supported MR II working AOs around Pleiku and north of Kontum with few si!Jificclt 
activiies and ligt enemy cortact. 

M!IT)' 7/17ers may remember working on various Civil Affairs Projects during their tour. Al battalion sized units were assigned one or more local villages. During ttis period, the 
Squ.non had a runber of Moriagnard villages with names like Plei Poo Ngo, La Son, and Tu Tam. D Trp seemed to work frequently with the orphanage at Tu Tam. The OR-LL 
reports th.- the NVA left a mi1e for the Squadron's S-5 team; bu the vWagers found it and showed l to the team who had it destroyed. 

July. Duringttis month, A Trp supported MR II and Co B, 5th SF while B Trp supported the 4th Divto the north of An Khe and C Trp continued to support the 173rdAbn. OpercEOllS 
were si!Jlificcltly restricted during the first half of the month by the monsoon weather. On the 2nd, A Trp's ScotJs observed armed people in new hootches wearng Lnfonns. 
n-. G111S and Scot.ts kied five. On the 5th, while conducting a search and destroy operation to the west of Pleiku, D Trp sustained one KIA //name// and 2 WIA from a command 
detoncted mile. On the 8th, Beny Speare was flying a C Trp LOH with W01 Michael Dickus as his observer and SGT Lassler as the back seater. Beny was giving Dickus tis 
oriertalion as a ScOlJ 11 an AO near LZ English. The LOH took itense ground fire, crashed and bl.med. Beny and SGT Lassiter were not tut btJ Dickus was badly btmed. He 
was evaced to Japan and died on the 18th as a resul of these bums. On the 15th, southwest of Pleiku, A Trp found a very large supply of food, equipmert, and ctothilg 11 some 
stnJctlJ'es by a blllker system. The Blues were merted to gather equipment and documerts for destruction and extraction. On the 20th, B Trp W01 Edgar F. Crouse, Jr., and 
W01 Mark J. Webb were kiled. On the 21st. while working northeast of Pleiku, A Trp made coriact with elements of an NVA sapper battalion. For three days, A Trp 8f11)1oyed 
ther Guns, .-tillery, and ai'strikes on this unit. The battle started when both LOHs in a Scout team were shot down and burned. The official histories are somewha: ct odds on 
ttis port. The Sqdn OR-LL said a Huey wert down while the tn history says two LOHs. Arro}way, 1 LT Lanny J. Wallace, CW2 Marvin L Wagner, W01 PhWlp G. Wrlgli, and 
SP4 Walter J. Kacsocll died th.t day. VHPA Member Gary Downs remembers: 

Thcf day we were staging OIJ of HolowifJ because our AO was the la Krom and southern Oak Bia valleys. I remember one LOH had been shot up pretty good, so we sert 
them back to camp and called for the other team. Tiis area was hot because the NVA had been moving units arOtJ1d Kortum, througi these valleys and on toward the MlllQ 
Yang Pass. I also remember being like a traffic cop during those days; constantly coorlinaing airstrikes, gooships, arty, etc., etc. There were lots of !..-gets. We even used 
the 361 st Guns and th.- was sort of rare. Arro}way, one of the Guns or maybe it was Opns back at Holloway mentioned that the first team hadn't checked in yet. We got to 
lookilg ..-ound and saw a colum of smoke between us and Holloway. We hurried over there and found the two burnings huls of the LOHs. It was really sad. The rxtf 
thi1g we coud figt.-e is th.- one had flown up to get a close look ct the other and they had had a mid-air. We put the Blues in (Jlickly and secll"ed their bodies. 

On the 24th, B Trp ciscovered a large enemy force northwest of An Khe and used their Scouts, Guns, artillery and air strikes to kill 39. On the 30th, A Trp made cortact wlh ill 
enem,, lilt north of the Plei Me SF Camp and during a six holJ" massive firepower demonstration killed 44 NVA. It started when the Scouts discovered a large enemy concertrmi. 
After an ai'stri(e, the Lift inserted an ARVN compar-,,, through a maze of small arms fire. When the Lift returned with their Blues, they found the ARVN still huddled in the LZ. The 
BkJ8S got the ground force moving and killed six NVA on the way to a downed aircraft. The Guns then spotted 10 NVA moving OIJ ..-ea They kiled six. Then while the Scotb 
saeened, the ARP moved over to the site and captured fcu more with their weapons. 

Auguat - For the first half of the month, B T rp supported the 4th Div southwest of An Khe btJ reported nothing of significance. For the first half of the month, C T rp supported the 
173rd Abn sruh of LZ English and observed numerous caves, bunkers and structures. During ttis month, D Trp provided convoy escort to the Oasis, Blackhawk, Koril.m, and 
Erm pkJs provided a read'/ reaction force for the Sqdn elemerts at Camp HoUowifJ. On the 8th, A Trp's Scouts found a large enemy force northeast of Pleiku. The Sqm OR-LL 
provides sen details of ttis engagernert and records a familiar scenario: Scouts find, Guns shoot, ai'strike, ARP insertion, court the dead, gather the equiprnert and doctJnef1s 
for destruction and extraction, caplll'e a few, etc. Score for the day: the aircraft killed 20, the Blues took six prisoners plus 3,000 lbs of NVA equipmert inckJ<ling 122mm rockecs 
and lculchers wihotJ suffering !IT)' losses. FortuMely, VHPA Member Tom Galyean was part of ttis battle and provides the following: 

I was the Lift ~oon leader 11 A Trp. As I read a draft version of this history suddenly a flood of memories came back to me. A Trp saw considerable action IUilg those 
days, some of l plamed and orchestrcted 11 true Cav style; some of it completely by accident. I beMeve I can provide some nerestilg details abOl1 the engagernert on 8 
Au!JJst. It was ne..- the end of the day. We were returning to Holloway from Kortum where we had staged that day. The whole Trp was enroute when a Cobra developed 
a mecharical problem that required an inrnediae landing; something like a tail rotor chip detector ligl1, I think. They selected a fai'ly good sized, open ..-ea The ScouJ 
gave l a quick look and declared it cle..-, so the Cobra landed. My Lift ships, with the Blues onboard, were only a minute or so behind the Guns, so we merted ..-omd the 
Cobra to provide seclriy urtil the mairtenance folks coud either fix l or hook it out. We had both pair of Scouts and three Guns 11 the ai'. Nab.Jrally, wtti both the BkJeS 
and a ~ on the ground, no one was going home. The Scot.ts began looking around, widening their search area and soon reported some fresh ligging. My ITl8ITlOly is 1 
lillle fuzzy on the next poirt. I think an NVA soldier junped from cover and the Blues killed tim; bu maybe someone fired ct a LOH. Arro}way, 11 short order, a faitf !age 
sized NVA lri was forced from cover. I remember the Scouts and the Guns worked the area weU. The Guns were armed with flechettes; not good news for bad ~ s kl 
the open. OU' Blues had a 'Kl Carson" scOIJ who had been an NVA 1 LT. This guy grabs a bullhorn and tells the NVA they are surrot.llded and should surrender. As soon 
as they give up, we st..-t treating their wounded. We hauled several to hospitals in Pleiku thct had wOWlds from the nails. There were lots of dead too. OU' 'Kl Ccl'son' 
spert some tine talking with one of their officers; a platoon leader, I think. He learned that this was, indeed, one unlucky NVA battalion. They had moved down the Ho Cli 
Mm Trail and were tryilg to move to their assigned area some where southeast of Pleiku with011 being noticed. While they were crossing no Vietnam, they happened to 
be ne..- the carter of an • Arc Light" that ~ed out a considerable portion of the battalion. After recovering from that, they moved througi the mourtains east of Komm 
One of their bivouac sites was ht by a series of H&I barrages that further reduced their ranks. Ttis unl was composed mostly of yomg guys, new to the military. Havilg 
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been hit twice pretty hard w~ even being involved il a battle had really stressed these guys. This may explain why the first guy jllnped if the begimilg of ttis engagemert. 
Arr/Wat, they had recovered from ttis second loss and were moving carefull'J when they accidertally came irto contact wih A Trp. The ttwd line was "the charm'. It was 
our imerstanding that after the filal casualies inficted by our Cobras and Scow and those prisoners taken by the Blues, that ttis new NVA battalion ceased to exist before 
i ever engaged arrt of our friendly forces. All tr.is because of their incredibly bad kJck of being in the wrong place at the wrong line on three successive occasions!! 

Ill.mg the second half of the month, B Trp supported MR II i1 the Pleiku and Korrun areas bti reported nothing of signific.-ice. On the 14th, C Trp's Scow folowed a wel used 
trail to a large btllker complex; one having a radio artema. Guns and air strikes were employed and several secondary explosions were observed. Durilg a BOA, C Trp's BkJes 
liscovered four NVA KBA and capn,-ed one RR and two RPGs. On the 15th, 0 Trp was tasked to provide a 15 man force to Lille to 3U!JT1eft the sectrty. On the 16th, plot 
Flenrikan i1 an A Trp LOH experienced a loss of tail rotor and quill. The pilot uorotated and severed the tailboom on touchdown. Unable the stu down the violent,' vi>rifilg 
aircraft, the crew exied safely. The tail rotor gear box was sent in for analysis bti the tail rotor blades were not recovered even after O Trp spert three dajs searching for them. 
From the 17th through the 27th, C Trp supported the 4th Div southeast of An Khe wih no significart findings. On the 22th, pilot Farrel i1 Mt A Trp LOH experienced a loss of rotor 
RPM while il slow figlt il the AO. The pilot uned into the wind and landed hard in a sloped clearing. The observer was injured when he imle<iately exled and ran irto the mail 
rotor blades. The cause of the loss of power was unknown, pending fuel control teardown analysis. On the 25th, A Trp ilserted the Infamy on a storage complex and recovered 
some US equipmert while captumg some NVA rucksacks and weapons. The lone NVA security guard died at his post. They ilserted thet Blues i1 another area and fOtlld 
runerous military and religious doci.merdS. During the extraction, a Huey piloted by Cugtton crashed and turned over in the PZ. The PZ was on slopi1g grOllld wih two foot 
deep furrows. One skid hung 141, the co-pilot over cortrolled the aircraft, and the pilot was inable to save the aircraft. Even though the aircraft timed ~side down, no one was 
seriously iped. On the 31st, pilot Caraker il an A Trp Huey experienced an engine fabe and landed on sloping terrain. The .wcraft felon is ni;t side caJSi1g Slructlial 
dimage. None of the crew was iped. 

September - We will start this period by quoting liberally from a debrief conducted by Arrrrt historical personnel of Rudy De France who was the Sqdn Crra IDi the 7th. llis 
debriefilg took the form of 20 questions (SUTOlllded by •o• i1 the paragraph to folow) and Ru<tt's answers. 

(The irterviewer asked for backgrOllld ilformalion.) I graduated from fixed wing figlt school in 1957 and served several years in both • and grOllld assi!Jimerts wih 
the 14th Armored Cav in Germany. I was really ~d to command the 7 /17th on my second tour in Vietnam. DI.ring most the six morths I conwnanded the Sqm, A Trp 
supported the 4th Div, B Trp supported the ARVNs primary in the Pleiku and Kortun area, and C Trp supported the 173rd Abn. Only twice IUing that period did I have the 
erue Sqm altogether. On 21 J~. we were able to reorganize under anewTO&Ethathad a LT as the infartry rifle platoon leader in each ARP. It also nei,ifedtheformer 
direct support mairtenance and avionics detachments into each ACT. (The irterviewer had heard comments from other lllis that lhK MAJs and CPTs had less experience 
than in "the old dajs' and that the warrant and convnissioned officers coming oti of fligtt school were not adequately trained for Vlelncln mJy .) I certan,' did not find eiher 
of these cases il the 7 /17th. The senior officers were all on their second tours, were experienced aviators and did Mt otistcming job. Because we alwats operaed as a 
team and because the morale and esprt was so high, the new pilots quickly learned from the experienced ones and buil on what they had learned il figlt school. We had 
a rumer of experienced people extend their tour which helped us wih needed skils. There may have been isolaed areas where a good mairtenance NCO's OEROS came 
and there was no one to replace hin; bti overal we were staffed a adequate levels wih appropriately skilled people. (He was asked how he influenced troop operalions.) 
I tried very hard not to irtercede or to take over and nri the troop for the Trp Crra, while they were in an AO. I would Sa/ that my ilfkJence in troop operaions was on the 
n.-ure of advice, prior to an operaion. On occasion, after an operation, I would have a comrnaider come to my office where we crud criique the actions; partictDt,, if we 
lost some aircraft or something wert wrong. The T rp Crras were knowledgeable and proficient in their operations. (He was asked do the grOllld coomanders imerstand 
and properly ii.ze your ooi.) I can Saf that w~ many exceptions, the grOllld commanders did not understand and did not know how to properly use Ax C.w. A'I C.w 
is sti a new operation and i took cOIUlJal education, coordinaion and oriertation of groinl coomanders to teach them how to get the best r~. The key was to get 
them to see that At Cav l)3S a nission to perform and that i is not just an aviaion asset for them to use. They had to realize that if an ACT is not used as a team, i is not 
effective. (Concerring the accidert rae.) Unforlll1alely all ACSs have an above average accidert rate and our's was high. I think there are several reasons for this. Fi"st 
and foremost is the very mission of A'I Cav, particularly wih the LOHs, because the pilot has to neglect the heficopter in order to perform tis mission. llis is sometling you 
have to see to imerstand; something many a senior aviation convnander didn't do first hand. This is especially true in MR II because of the terrain. Going 141 and down 
those mourtains caused many acciderts. We were crmcized for being too mission oriented and for not being safety oriented. We had excelert safety and tran,g programs 
that I believe were equal to and in many instances surpassed other aviation units. I am happy to Saf that during the rainy season we didn't have art/ acciderts as a r~ 
of weifher. Doong the dry season, dust did presert a problem during landings, takeoffs, and hovering. We had a Cobra go IFR while hoverilg no a revetmert and crash. 
The reason for this was a lack of instnmert proficiency lime il this area. There were three requests for panel line Jilt in where the specific action ocaned. If there had 
been a coomand emphasis from a higher headquarters for ilstrumenl time, the accidert would never have happened. The densly allude up a Oala was very often above 
7,000 feet yet Oll" ooits operaed there~ art/ acciderts. This is a resul of corrvnand emphasis by the corrmanders and a cortinual evaluation of the envi"onmert. 
Becaise of the organization of the ACTs and the Sqdn and because of the mairten.-ice and supply support we have and received, we had enoujjl acraft if al lines to 
perform Oll" mission. I would verme to Sa/ that in each ACT there were only three or fllll" aviators who reached the Bde limit of 140 flying hours per morth. We usually 
had sufficiert men to fly in that man's place and the Fligt SUrgeons watched for .wiator faigue. (He was asked to descri>e tis favorie acc001)istmert.) When I look back 
a my tllll" I especialy appreciate the Sqdn's efforts dlmg the morth of Apri in the Oak Seang, Oak To area The reason for ttis was because i was the heaviest area of 
enemy cortact and we were supporting the ARVNs wih O Trp and two ACTs. We developed the situation to the extert that the ARVNs crud no longer react to i because 
they were completely cornrnited. It was also Oll" period of heaviest cortact and especially the ACTs responded il a maxiTUn effort for the erue morth. I look back wih 
pride a the job everyone in the Sqdn did and not just the air crews but the rnainteimce persomel as wel. The maintenance people had to perform a abru 125 percert 
extra effort, working al nigtt long, mess hals being open until 1 a.m. and everyone just really pitched in to help oti. (He was asked to assess the effectiveness of the 
Vletnanizaion program.) I would have to Sa/ that in Oll" AO, often the ACTs woud develop a situation and call on the ARVNs for the reactionay force. They are sti a Ille 
hesiart to react to a situation we develop and a periods of time when we had an aircraft shot down and Oll" men ilserted and i1 cortact, i would be a daf and a half before 
we could get the reaction force. This is not a satisfactory situation to be il. We did train some ARVN infartry men and they responded very wel to wha we developed. 

During this erue rnorth, C Trp supported the 173rd Abn aroood LZ English. On the 7th, while observing a large cave complex a C Trp LOH received heavy srnal arms fi'e and 
crashed. The crew was extracted by the C&C. After ttis extraction, C Trp was diverted to help a friendly urit in heavy cortact. They provided close• support and used mtlery 
nl .-strikes IDi darkness. On the Wat home, they received irtense 51 cal fre and observed Mt air lust. Airstrikes were called il bti darkness preverted art/ folow-141. On 
the 9th, pilot Hafner il a B Trp Huey experienced a hard larJding due to low rotor RPM during a check ride. The pilot nially saw that he was going to land short of the nJlWaf on 
an aiJorotaion. The IP took cortrol and altempted a power recovery, bti the throttle was binding. The IP stretched the glide losing RPM, which r~ il a hard lancilg. The 
throttle lncage was foood to be excessively dity and the throttle bearing was sent in for analysis. From the 10th for the rest of the rnorth, A Trp Sl4)ported the 4th Div. On the 
1001, a LOH was shot down and the crew evacuaed wih minor ipies. On the 13th, A Trp's Scow found NVA soldiers in abtn<ercomplexsruh of An Khe tu didn't draw art/ 
fie. The Guns expended and on the WW/ back one piloted by Clausen experienced M engine faille. Having no suitable force lar1ding area, the pilot crashed no the trees. The 
crew was extracted and the Scow observed an NVA squad moving toward the downed Cobra They ki8ed six before bad weifher chased A Trp from the area Due to enemy 
presence, the .-craft was not recovered and the cause of the engine failure could not be determined. On the 15th, A Trp had a LOH shot down and extracted the crew. On the 
15th, the Squadron assuned operational cortrol of 0/2/1 Cav stationed a Phan Thiel and Sl41P()rting the 23rd ARVN. On the 15th, B Trp started tran,g ARPs from the 22nd 
ARVN in the Oak To and Konturn area. On the 18th, pilot Thorpe in a C Trp AH-1G had a tail rotor strike a conex container. The pilot picked the .-craft 141 to a hover, b.med 
~oxirnaely 90 degrees il the L -shaped revetmert and the tail rotor struck a conex cortainer the Post Engineers had placed near the revetmert whie worl<ing on the aifiekl 
ctainage. The r~ was a hard landing and damage to the tail rotor drive train; bti no iljuries. On the 19th, pilot Hebert il a B Trp LOH experienced M engine fabe on take off 
nl the .-craft landed hard. The pilot received back injmes when the collapsible seat failed to collapse due to a tech marual under the se.-. The co- pilot was struck in the head 
by the b.ming rotor blades after exiing the heicopter. The cause of the engine failure would be determined by teardown analysis. On the 24th, A Trp was worl!ing an AO near FB 
Crystal when they were alerted to help break Mi altack on FB Digger. A few mirues after A Trp arrived over Digger, the enemy ended the ballle. A Trp's Lift and the Medevac 
ships spert nu:h of the rest of the daf removing the woooded and restoring the FB to normal. On the 24th, B Trp was sert to Pru Hiep to Sl4)llOrt the 22nd ARVN in an area 
northwest of Tuy Hoa. Enemy activiy was heavy and they kiled two NVA when they fOllld a large training sie complete wih bleachers and ei!jt hootches. From the 26th IDi 
2 Oct, B T rp Sl4)1lorted the 3rd ARVN Cav and the 4 7th ARVN Inf in the Pleiku area These operations resuls in three enemy KBA and sigtmgs of stepped 141 enemy activiy. On 
the 27th, A Trp's Scow observed one individual. The Guns expended and the Blues were ilserted. They foood two kied and approxirnaely 14 strucues destroyed. On the 
3001, A T rp observed eigtt enemy sokiers taking evasive action and killed them. 
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October - On the 1st, D/2/1 C.w was redesi!Jlaed K Trp, 17th Ax C.w m for the first tat of the ITlOl1h continued to work ott of Phan 1liet. Dtmg ttis erue ITIOlth, c Trp agail 
Sl4ll)Orted the 173rdAbn ..-ound LZ Engish. From the 3rd through the 9th. B Trp worked the Komm Tan Can ..-ea bt1 weaher restricted lhff operations. On the 4th, C Trp had 
a LOH shot down by 51 cal while obsefving a age bunker~ Dt.mg the crew extraction, the Guns observed seven NVA fleeilg the ..-ea m Idled them. On the 10th, B 
Trp wOfked Olt of PllJ Hiep again for the day. Enemy activly in the ..-ea was heavy as evidenced by the he.wily traveled trails m farmilg in the remote areas. 22 enemy slrucUes 
were destroyed by B Trp elemerts m the ARVN ARP was inserted to secure a downed LOH. 1lis platoon worked very wel m the my <ifficuly eocOllllered was Iha they had 
some ~ re-ertering the Lift ships during the extraction. 1lis problem was alleviated by adding straps to the Hueys as hand holds to expedite re-emy. On the 1 0th, A T rp 
worked west of Tuy Hoa mfound a age bunker complex. The Goos and Scouts worked the ..-ea al day, destroyed the complex and Idled one NVA. On the 11th, K Trp's LOHs 
received fie m lhK Guns expended resWlQ in three KBA. On the 13th, while supporting the 1/50 Mech, K Trp recewed fire dtmg an LZ prep. From the 15th throtq1 the 25111, 
B Trp kled ten NVA while sq,portingthe 47th ARVN Inf slllth all! sruhwest of FSB Oasis in search of elernet1s of the 95B NVA Reg. On the 15th, a B Trp Cobra was shot down 
m they used A Trp's Blues inlially to secure the ai'craft. D Trp sert fcu goo jeeps to relieve the ARPs and they guarded the aircraft urd l was lifted ott the next morning. On 
the 15th, an A Trp LOH received heavy AW fie. Ax strices were employed resuling in a sec~ explosion rising 2000 feet above the 11ound. The Blues were inserted bta 
coud find my sc.Gered documet1s in the ..-ea. Later in the monh, A T rp inserted its BkJes to recover the bodies from a 4th o;., ai'craft Iha had been shot down on the 2001. 
From the 17th urd the end of the month, K Trp worked north of Dalal. On the 22nd, A Trp's Scouts observed an enemy squad. The Blues were inserted, made cortact nl 
exchanged fie. Due to bad weaher, the Blues were extract after they had swept the area and destroyed some equiprnel1 and rice. On the 30th K T rp stood down for redeplo>Jmerc. 

November - On the 2nd, A Trp's C&C recewed fire while they were working on AO sllltheast of Pleiku. After the Guns and Scotts worked the area, the Blues were inserted bta 
no further enemy cortact was made. On the 3rd, A Trp's ScOltS found a bunkered storage complex west of Camp Enari. The Scotts took fie and the Guns fi"ed up the area. 
One NVA was Idled then an ai'strice was used. There were sec~ explosions and during the BOA, ten more bodies were courted. On the 5th, A Trp's C&C received fi"e from 
a age enemy~- Thei" Guns destroyed 14 hootches in one compound and 12 more in another plus some clothes m rice. Soon after ttis, A Trp moved to Phan Ralg 
to begin opercDlnS in the Dalcf, Song Mao, Phan Fmg area. December - On the 4th, A Trp found numerous bunkers and secure figtting poslions near Song Mao. The Guns 
fi"ed up the area m Idled two. On the Blh, A Trp worked an area just south of Song Mao when a Scott ship crashed il1o 150 foot trees. W01 John Bryn was pinned lXldef 
the ai'craft m died. The copilot, though injtxed, was seen Olt walking around. One man was inserted to help the downed crew. They estimated the LOH was doing ab<U 90 
knots when l crashed. A smal ARVN force was inserted to check the area. They reported the LOH had been hit by small arms fire m was a total loss. The boo/, radios, weapons, 
etc. were extracted during a heavy rain storm. Stine..- Song Mao on the 11th, A Trp's Scotts recewe small arms fire and uncovered several fox holes, trails, fi!jUlg posiiona 
m clothing. The C&C received fie as wel m the Guns shot up the area. From al existing evidence a platoon size VC had been used !tis ..-ea bt1 no confimed enemy bodel 
were found. On the 19th, during a VR, an A Trp LOH took a di'ect hit from a B40 rocket. The stt>sequent explosion kied WO Avon N. Mallette and his observer. Al B<J.ipmer1 
was secured by an ARVN !Jound unit The enemy was engaged on the ground and by the Guns. The bodies were extracted by the C&C and by the end of the day the ARVN 1.11 
was also extracted IJlder extremely hazardous condlions. 

v .. End SUmmary - 1970 could be summed up ii one word, VJetnamization. The ACTs were increasingly involved in helping the ARVN learn about Air Cavalry and in supp0ftilQ 
ARVN operiOXlS. The bdes around Oak To, Ben Het. m Oak Seang plus the Cambo<ian operaions were clear examples of Vietnarnizalion. 

1971 

Theprinay source maerials for this year are: For HHT, a Yearbook titled 71-72 An Son which includes about ten significant pages. For A Trp, a 15 page AUHS prepared by 1LT 
Dan P. Siona. For B, C, m D Trps, nothing. For the Sqdn, a 16 page Combat Operation After Action Report for the period 20-24 Apr and 3-14 May for the air assaul portion ol 
Opermi MANG HO. 

J11111ry. Dtmg ttis ITIOlth, A Trp supported the 45th Regt 23rd ARVN at Ban Me Thuot. There were no significant sighting or reports in the early part of the year. On the 25111, 
CPT Alfred Hle was forced to make a preccUionaly landing 14 miles southwest of Ban Me Thuot while on a VR. Late in the month, the Sqdn HQ was split from ls line troops. 
The troops were assigned to various bcGalions within the 17th CAG while HQ and HHT moved from Camp Holloway to Qui Nhon cly air field. VHPA Member Ernie Smart providel 
a crlical insqt to these everts: 

Those were challenging tines for everyone in the 7/17 Cav. Let me sort of paint a picture of what was going through my mind and COL Joe Starker's, the CO of the 17 CAO 
fl'st, sn:e the Sqdn had been in Vietnam it had akways enjoyed a close working relationship with the 4th Div. They included us in most of 11w operations, generaly used 
At C.walry in an appropriate mamer, m provided us wlh lnfantJy and Artillery support when we needed it. We certainly provided them wlh •eyes• plus a very fle>cllll, 
re~ reaction force. They, in tum. "s.wed cu collective asses• several times when we 'bit off much more than we could chew". When the 4th o;., stood down in e~ Oec, 
•our big friend' was gone and wlh l the old staus quo. Second, since the 7 /17th and the 4th had been good for each other; it seemed natural to beieve Iha 1)1.-iiJg lh9 
7 /17th m wlh another large tri would be a very good idea. The Koreans had the last major Allied combat units in II Corps. They still required, and recewed, considerat>lt 
ai' support We knew l would take considerable 'training' and 'patience• on both parts for the 7 /17th and the ROKs to fl together wel, bit that is what we set cu to dO. 
Thil'd, many senior American commanders in II Corps and the 1st Avn Bde befieved the ARVN would have a difficult tine holding 11w own. We warted to ptJ down 011 
presence (m therefore vunerabilily) in the 'oltlying areas• such as Pleiku. We were determined to support the VietnamiziD>ll effort and we were still lllder orders to "tll;n 
hcl'd - just don't loose people'. Fourth, the Sqoo was alre~ •split up• and had reat,, become an ACS for all of II Corps. A Trp was a Phan Rang m seemed destined to 
stay in sOlthern II Corps. One ACT had to stay at Pleiku and Iha proved to be B Trp. C Trp was alrnady at An Son, so they were our northeastern II Corps 'represertaea•, 
Poor D Trp COU<il't be used as a 11ound Cavalry troop cll'"fl more; an infrequert convoy escort and emergency 'bird down" re~ reaction force were the best mssions ltlt¥ 
could hope for. They were basicat,, al Holoway had for perimeter securly and drew all sorts of crappy little details. Arrfway, initially Qui Nhon airtield looked good becut 
I had lots of room there adjacert to the 223rd CAB. There was already a space problem at An Son. So we moved to Qui Nhon cly. 

The61stAHC m ls sister AHC, the 129th, were attached to the 7lllh during January as part of the move to Qui Nhon. Both AHCs had been based at Lane for some tine. VHPA 
Member Rod l>fkhouse describes these tines as folows: 

I DEROSed in May m recall Iha the 61 st was .-tached to the 7117th in January. At first it was primarily for admin purposes. The 61 st was basically IJ1Changed ii 
opercDlllal sense except Iha we started supporting units other than the 173rd Abn. We had primarily supported them during 1970. We started supporting Korean 
ARVN Iris, m doing a lot more work in the Central Highlands around Pleiku, the bi-border area, and even irto Cambodia. We still operaed prinarily wlh other 61 st aicr 
bt1 not exciusNety. Officially we were 'CAV' bt1 on a unit level, not much changed. I'm sure you know what I mean when I say that a person either loved the hats and Sabett 
or ttMxqf they were a bUlch of gun ho kiots. SUddenly the 61 st, who had never been 'CAV' before, was attached to an ACS and was 'part of the 'CAV''! We dev"'-..v•'lal;l,,l] , 

a ScPJing 'If you can't Ilea 'em, join 'em!' The 61 st sert about 50% of cu assets north to support LAM SON 719. The senior ACs wlh less than 90 days, along di 
equal ruooer of peter pilots, stayed a Lane m covered al the missions Iha the erue cornpcll'"fl had covered before. We flew our bt1ts off - putlilg in 15-18 hour 
The 61st's prinay AO was from 0ti Nhon north to abot.tthe I Corps line along the coastal plains m along QL 19 to An Khe, the area arOtJld Pleiku m the Tl'HlOl'der • 
IUing early 1971. The two Lift platoons were staioned a and flew from Lane with an occasional RON at Pleiku. The Gun platoon was st.mooed a and flew from LZ 
about 60 NM north. I remember one good stOIY from !tis line frame. I was flying C&C wlh a LTC and his RTO in the back. We were dropping phougas (ei!jteen 55 
dnms a a tine) from a Chinook on suspected VC locations. We'd let it soak il1o the holes, caves, hiding places, etc. for a couple rninlJes; then fly over it m have the 
gtmer liglt l wlh tracers. We ptt the fifth drop Iha day irto some elephant grass and riglt on abolJ 12-15 hiding dinks. Well, they'd already seen OIi" previous drops 
knew ~ whet was coming next; so they jt.mped up m started ruming. I invnediatety dove on them and told the crewchief to liglt it RIGHT NOW, which he did . . 
two got Olt of the fi"e bal and one of them was ~ covered wlh blazing phougas. He my made l about 25 feet before coiapsing. The other guy was nming down 
trail so I started hovering down the trail behind hin while we took turns wlh our 38s. The colonel grabs his RTO's 16 and hollers for the RTO to hold on to his bel He 
one foot Olt on the skid, the other knee on the floor and starts shooting at the dink. He runs Olt of arrvno, so the RTO gives hin another clip and he pt.ts both feet OLC 
the skid. He runs Olt again, gets another clip m moves further forward. 1lis guy is so excted to actually see a dink 01.t in the open and have an M16 in his hands. 
after a few more clips he is actually standing on the skid cap outside my door shooting!! Hen.ms to me and says, through my window with a big grin on his face, 'isnl 
11ect1!' Wei, we managed to shoot the dink and get the Colonel back inside the aircraft; then we wert back to base for lunch. 

February - On the 3rd, A Trp was attached to the 10th CAB located at Dong Ba Thin and shifted its support to the 23rd ARVN's elemerts in the Song Mao area. The 
assi!Jled to the ACT also changed. While they would stil perform regular Ax C.w VR type missions, they were assigned more base camp niglt security and reaction force 
rrissions. The 11th was sche<iJled as a mairtenance down day for A Trp; bit at noon Phan Rang Base Opns requested fire support when two rocket laoochers m one 1 
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rocket were reported by intelligence sources. Two Cobras were sent and destroyed the rocket site. On the 15th, A T rp was forced to work the flat lands northwest of Song Mao 
bocause of high winds. One LOH received fire and the Guns fired in the area with unknown results. On the 27th, A Trp 's Guns provided armed escort for an cxtr aclion clonu hy 
Uic 247th Med. Both the medevacs and the Guns took fire but no damage. The Guns expended under the control of the MACV advisors orI the ground 

The Sqdn staff was getting accustomed to their new role and VHPA Member Tom Galyean provides this insight: In late Feb or early M,u I worked pru11;uIly io 11111 nu:.:.I1111 
comol center of the Sqdn S-3 at Qui Nhon airfield. As a result of the fall out from the Mai Lai fiasco, there was a command policy to lully rrrvcsIru;d11 Um cl11:1u11:.I.u11:11:. 
whenever there were civilian injuries alleged to have been caused by American forces. As I recall, a Cobra had accidentally fired a rocket neai a lrlllc v,llauc un the h11,11:l1 
somewhere generally north of Qui Nhon and east of Bear Cat. I can no longer recall the exact reason for the accidental misfire. Unfortunately, the rock el laiIclcd neai whcr c 
a young boy, about four years old, was playing and he received a shrapnel laceration on one of his calves. I was assigned to help investigate this mailer. To help me rn1ervIcw 
wanesses, I was assigned with the same "Kit Carson' Scout that served with A Trp during the 8 Aug 1970 engagement. By this time A Trp's Blues no longer needed him rrI 
their primary mission and we had developed a good friendship. When I interviewed the child's mother about what had happened, she was surprised that I was doing an 
investigation. Through the interpreter, she told me in substance: that she knew that what had happened was an accident; that the pilot didn't mean to shoot the rocket; and 
that she hoped that we wouldn't punish or make the pilot angry for what had happened because if we did, she was afraid that the pilot migtt not come back and help protect 
them from the VC. I have no reason to believe the "Kit Carson· Scout was saying words I wanted to hear. The look on that woman's face and the circumstances of that 
discussion, are among those events of my tour in Vietnam that are indelibly etched in my recollection. Even though I had previously supported wholeheartedly both the 
general mission of our armed forces in Vietnam, and the specific missions of the 7 /7th Cav, I knew what we were doing in Vietnam was riglt. 

lam Song 719 / Dewey Canyon II - We have been able to learn that three different units from the 7 /17th supported this operation. The most visible was C Trp and their exploits 
wiU be described in some detail. B Trp, from Pleiku, supported numerous ARVN operations several miles into Laos as sort of a •southern flank/ NVA distraction efforr for the main 
Uirust along QL 9. Currently details of B Trp's activities are not well known. Finally, HHT sent at least one, and maybe more, small detachmerts to Dong Ha to provide S-3 and 
S-4 type support. Again details of these HHT activities are not currently well known. Anyway, early in the month, C Trp moved to Quang Tri and was attached to the 223rd CSAB 
as part of the build-up for LAM SONG 719/ Dewey Canyon II. For those that know or care, the 223rd was a fixed wing CSAB. As part of the btjd-up to support this la'ge operm,, 
Ihe 1st Avn Bde didn't want too many of its assets given to the 101 st Abn for several reasons. So this is how, C Trp and several other 1st Avn Bde helicopter unks were assigled 
10 a starched wing command. At least two weeks prior to the move, C Trp had been given a warning order that they could be movng from Lane. C Trp still had a •rear der ct 
Lane, and their mairtenance and 'forward (rear)' would be at Quang Tri, while their 'forward (forward)' would be at Khe Sanh when that base was re-established. VHPA Members 
Don Purser and Dave FerreU give us a good picture of this period. 

Don provides: As mentioned previously, C Trp had known for some time we would be moving our operations and maintenance bases from Lane for a temporary, but none 
the less extended, period of time. We were even told what to take and how to pack. Finally the orders came down and we moved to Quang Tri using both groood and air 
convoys. I remember putting our duffel bags in the LOHs plus our weapons but very little ammo. We were assigned a partially constructed chikten's hospital to we it 
There was a heliopad for this hospital just off the airfield at Quang Tri. Our ftiglt line and maintenance area was on the airfield, within walking distance from this hospital. 
The concrete floors, the half walls on the exterior and the wooden roof were finished but not much else. over the next few days, C Trp would rig up a lighting system with 
power supptied by a generator outside, move in some cots and a little furniture, and use a water buffalo parked out front for water. II wasn't heaven, but l was better than 
at Khe Sanh! Once the Khe Sanh base was re-estabtished, C T rp was assigned a small area on the very northern edge of the perineter. II was rigtt off the active rLllWay 
- only a few feet separated our aircraft parking area from the main fixed wing runway. When we got there, they had just finished clearing that section of mines and i.iexploded 
ordinance. I doubt the runway was unusable because there were many holes in it. There was wreckage and junk everywhere! II was a scary place!! Wendel Moore and 
I were assigned a sorry two man bunker. We pii some wood from rocket boxes down to keep us off the mud, set up our cots and slept there in our sleepng bags. We were 
part of the perimeter defense - another scary thouglt! No one was happy with these living conditions so I joined several other Scouts to dig a new six man btllker. We 
didn't have much more space per person, bti we were able to get our cots in there. I especially remember the rats that lived under the pallets on the floor - they were big 
as house cats!! We sandbagged our bunker walls to keep the mud in place. At night we'd 'borrow- some of the asphalt covered alumirun panels from the rLllWay for the 
floor and the roof. In the next day or so the engineers would replace the ones we'd 'borrowed' and we couldn't get it through normal supply channels, so whet the heck. 
We put the aluminum panels on the sandbagged walls, then a tent to keep the rain out and finally lots of sandbags. By morning we hoped no one could find those panels if 
they came looking for them. The weather was bad much of the time and it was cold there. From my point of view, I'd say most of C Trp's missions were traditional VRs on 
the Vietnamese side around Lan Vieng, Khe Sanh and back to Dong Ha or along the two main roads used to support these bases. We occasionally saw AA w and even flak 
in Vietnam. Naturally we were trying to keep the NVA away and looked for their rocket units. Whenever we'd find something interesting, l recewed an Arc Ligtt or something 
appropriate. I have several pictures taken from atop our bunker of a tine of B-52 delivered bombs. After the third day of operations in Laos, the 6s weren't used there much 
anymore. That is a long story by itself - how the higher arrived at that decision and who paid for it Anyway, that was fine with me. I know our Guns provided considerable 
support in Laos but I don't have any details of that. Oh, yes, while at Khe Sanh I had just lifted off on an ash & trash mission when I lost the tail rotor. I pti the aircraft down 
just outside the perimeter, in a mine field; but luckily no one was hurt. I really liked being a Scou and loved flying the 6. I was known as 'Shaky" because I was iftays 
nervous in the morning. I couldn't eat breakfast on the mornings I would fly - it just didn't stay down. Funny, though, when I got to the aircraft and started the prefli!tf, I 
seWed right down and fell fine again. I would fly Scout for 10 months total. 

Now we'I hear from Dave Ferrell: I think I was C Trp's first new pilot after they moved up north to support Lam Song 719. I was processed through Dong Ha by the 223rd 
with aboti 5 guys and assigned to C Trp with this tall 6'6', skinny EM. We got a ride to Quang Tri and went to C Trp's hospital building descooed by Don Pusher. I didn't 
have afrJ TA50 gear (sleeping bag, etc.) at the time. They told me to just sleep in someone's cot and if they came back, go to another one. Anyway, about my second night 
there I heard this loud, single shot just outside the building. II was dark and I certainly didn't go investigate the noise. The next morning al breakfast, I learned that this !al, 
skinny, new guy had shot himself! Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! About the 25th of Feb, I got to Khe Sanh and my first day there was hardly unevertful. I'd guess C Trp had 
already been there about a week or ten days. C Trp's area was relatively near the ATC tower and they had a loud speaker attached to the tower that carried the tower 
communications. I sort of wandered down there to see what was going on. A Cobra was corning in that had been shot up pretty bad and landed on the rLllWay. A med 
team came over and took the wounded back seater away. I watched the co-pilot get Olt of the frort seat and into the back seat. The tower wanted the Cobra moved off the 
rooway ri!lt away so they could land the fixed wing traffic. C-13Os were landing and unloading ARVN at regular intervals. There were trucks waiting to pick them up and 
drive them to where ever. I remember seeing one 2 1/2 ton with about 1 O guys in the back and another 20 waiting to load. II had no canvas top, just the wooden sides and 
sects. Anyway, as this wounded Cobra moved along side this truck, he must have lost the tail rotor or something, because l crashed. One of the main rotor blades siced 
thotJ!1t these ARVN. Khe Sanh was amays a dusty place and I can remember running towards this great ball of dust to see if I could help. Lots of others came as wel. 
Fumy, ct the Atlanta Reunion, Don and I were talkilg this over and he said he also went to help, blf I didn't see him there. The first !ting I came on was the lower hall of an 
ARVN soldier, so I passed that up and found several more dead and injured. My thouglts were to try to give 1st Aid to anyone who needed l but I was shocked to see that 
the live ARVN were busy helping themselves to whatever was in the pockets and belongings of the dead! I decided that maybe the ARVN didn't need aIPJ help from me. 
Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! Someone helped this LT pilot from the wrecked Cobra. I don't think he was injured in this crash. Some years later I beieve I learned that this 
LT died later in his tour. This same day, I flew my first mission -forget abru an orientation flight or a check-ride; I was Cobra qualified and that was good enoui,1. I was 
the front seater for Dave Lancaster. He was on his second tour and had been in C Trp for some time. He was a good Gun pilot and hlman being. I liked flying Mt! hin. 
On that mission, we were stiU using the little birds in Laos. We flew past LZ 31 , which was the western most LZ down the highway into Laos. I remember lookilg down and 
seeing a burned au Huey but no one else on the LZ. I asked Dave why there weren't any people on the LZ. He explained they were all under cover because the NVA had l 
surrounded and were shooting at the ARVN conlinually. We flew on another mile or so and started working. The 6s found some hootches that contained 55 gal mms. We 
spert the rest of our time blowing these up and got several nice secondary explosions. We went back to Khe Sanh to refuel and rearm. Just as we were leaving, we got 
this call that Ll 31 was being overrun with tanks. As I recall we had three Guns, two 6s and the C&C; so we left the 6s there and flew to LZ 31 . When we got there, two 
F4s were ptiling in an airstrike so we were told to hold off and orbit about half a mile away. We had good seats, so we watched the show! On one pass, ~ F4 came in 
low and as he put his stuff down I saw several streams of 51 cal tracers arch up toward him. As he puUed up, the F4 started smokilg and soon the two pilots ejected. The 
jet tumbled through the sky and crashed irto a hiU. Our C&C, some distance from us, announced that he was going to try to pick up the two Ar Force guys. The lead snake 
said why don't you wait a minute and we'I cover you, but he didn't. I have to give you a little more background information here. The Americarls had already lost a lot of 
helicopters supporting Lam Song, so we had received instructions to try some differert tactics. Today's was 50 feet off the trees and keep your speed up! We had to fly 
up this vwJ,ey to get to where our C&C was going. The NVA were everywhere. As we went, I could easily see them walking around on the groood and we took A LOT of SA 
fire that day! Unbeknownst to us, some of this fire had cti the cables leading from our radios; so we couldn't talk to anyone. We sti had intercom and l would be a few 
mirues before we figured out what was wrong. We were the second Snake. As we passed over this small ridge and <ropped irto another vaJ,ey, we coudn't determine 
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were convinced that everyone else had been shot down! After a few mirues, Dave decided i is best to go back home and started back East. We are sti low level and, as 
kJck woud have I, we came upon OtJ' C&C that had. indeed, been shot down. They had made a controlled, forced I.ming in a good sized area covered by elephari i,ass. 
It is easy to rerog1ize yOtJ" own people at 50 feet, tu we couldn't talk to them. Dave decided he is going to land and just as he sets up to do this, another C Trp G111 lalded 
near the C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Khe Sm. Later I learn that they replaced Dave Nelson, the frOlt seat in the Snake, with ?, the wOIIlded C&C ~ 
and the Snake medevaced hin. He was the G111 Pict Ldr at the time; just flying C&C at day. I never saw him again, so he must have been woooded seriously. I was also 
told that the !J01Bronthe C&C had been shot though a leg; the bullet cut a main artery. He bled to death from thatwollld. Sorry, I don't know any more details abOl.tthis. 
We got back to Khe Sa'il and learn that OtJ' radios were shot oLt. so no more flying today. That was fine with me! One day like that day was more thari enough for ari erfie 
life tine! Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! 

Dave Ferrel goes on the provide a few more details to help us understand the conditions at the time since we have no official records or history for C Trp <LmQ this period. 
A few days irto the ~. I remember we stopped sending the 6s into Laos. I beieve the following is true. One of our sister ACTs, B/7 /1st, had lost so many ships that I 
was twlly coni>at effective anymore. The Trp Cmdr had gone on record that he woudn't send his 6s there anymore and was reieved. There was a big slilk abOl.t this 
becaJSe most of the line pilots ai,eed wilh this Major. In just a few days, the powers that be agreed with him and we were told not to take our 6s there anymore. Another 
aspect of Lam Song was that there were aircraft everywhere most of the time. The common thread in most of my memories is in being able to look out and see a hook or 
a crane ptiting in someltwlg, several sicks and sets of goos working on an insertion or a resuJJPti, jets above, below and along side you, C&C ships in al sorts of orbis, 
on and on. It was like watching the erue inveltory of American war birds playing in one large production! This was both good and bad. Good because if you had c11 
emergency of some sort and coud complete a mission, there was usually a backup that could be diverted to help out. Bad because you didn't feel personally involved i1 
the effort, you just had a bit rouine for a tlJge dance team. Another impression that comes to mind is that there were a lot of const.ns - the NVA were cOllStaRtf rocketing 
OtJ' bases wilh 122s or 130 mm goos, there was fog arOllld Khe Sanh constartly in the mornings and most evenings, there was constcl't movement of aircraft irto and 01.( 
of Khe Sa'il, there was constart movemert of supplies and vehicles on the roads, there was constant AA fire on the Laotial side, dust was universal constart anywhere 
near the ground, i was constantly noisy, we were constantly changing tactics to stay alive while performing our missions, we consistently expended every tine we laooched, 
etc., etc. Some ex.mples to Sl4>l)Ol1 these statemelts are: Concerning changing tactics, I can remember times when my Cobra team started a gun r111 from 10,000 feet -
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets woud bun out and graviy would pull them down to the target. Concerning constart AA fire, I .weady talked about SA and 51 cal lllf 
twice I Cell remember receiving flack - natu"ally we changed altitudes in a hurry. Another time we were supporting the ARVN's defense of a FB and started shooting at the 
side of the hil just below the FB. We were some distance out when I noticed hllldreds and hundreds of these 'twinkwlg stars• in the trees on this hill. My mind played a 
trick on me. For a second I tflou!tt how neat i was that someone had ptJ Christmas tree liglts all along this hill. Then realiy returned - My God! Those are NVA rifles fii1g 
at us! Fiiat,, I remember two C Trp Cobras larlded too close to each other at Khe Sanh. For a few moments the blades irtermeshed but inevitably, they finally colided and 
rwed the main rotor and transmissions from both aircraft. One rotor system traveled three quarters of a mile before coming to rest! No one was seriously hurt lllf the 
aircraft were destroyed. Oh, we di<il't have any American Blues during this period. We had our Lift ships and they received missions sort of a la cart like the Guns. An ele 
uni from Siagon caled the Hoc Bao were used to retrieve downed air crews. We certainly had no complairts abol.t them or their performance and I di<il't hear of any from 
the other avicmon lllis. The Hoc Bao did their job weU! 

About the first week of Apn, C Trp moved from Khe Sanh back to Quang Tri and regrouped there. A few days later, they loaded up everything and returned to Lane the~ w~ 
they had med - via air and grollld convoys. The 7/17th's participation in Lam Song 719 was over at this point. 

March - On the 1st, A Trp's Guns supported a single ship medevac by the 247th Med of one US and three enemy wounded. The situation began when the enemy ambushed a 
23rd ARVN uni wilh a 51 cal. After the enemy were lispersed by artillery, A Trp's Guns searched the area and found no remairing enemy activiy. On the 3rd, A Trp provided 
searty for Presidert Thieu's visl to Lam Son. Ill.ring the screen, the Scouts found five bt.nkers which were destroyed by the G111s. No cortact was made and the mission ended 
at 1600 hOtJ's whet) the President left. At. 1300 on the 6th, A Trp was working an AO near Dalat and received a frag movement order to move to An Son. They med at An Son 
at 1945 hOtJ's. On the 7th, A Trp worked the SUoi Cau VaJJey. One LOH took three his in the rotor blades, landed and was sloog back to camp. A little later, a Scout found a 
~size enemy uni waldng down a trail. About 20-25 rounds were fired at the Guns as they killed two. During the remainder of the day, the Scouts fOllld numerous trais, 
hoolches, and blllkers indicating recelt enemy usage. Al hootches and bunkers were destroyed by the Guns but no contact was made. On the 8th, A Trp returned to Phal 1mg. 
The 10th was scheooled as a mairtenance down day tu A Trp was called to support a TAC E for an 53rd REgt unit in contact with a platoon size VC force. The Guns screened 
for three hOtJ's <iJrilg which only one expended ordnance. On the 17th, A Trp was told to move to Pleiku and closed there at 1130 hours. On the 19th, A Trp supported the 47111 
~ near Plei<u. The Scouts found ten ooiformed people without weapons in a village and insert the ARP with negative results. Later the Scouts found one armed person and 
the Guns Idled him while destroying four hootches. On the 21st, CW2 David C. Lancaster and W01 James W. Manthei of C Trp were killed and VHPA Member Dave Ferrel 
describes the shlation. 

I was flying Dave's wing that day and we were the only two ships from C Trp assigned to this mission. The ARVN were withdrawing from Laos. We had been Seit 01.( to 
Sl4>l)Ol1 an ARVN armored unit that had been ambushed. There was this horseshoe shaped bend in the road pointing to the south. From low hills on the west and east side, 
the NVA were shooting at the ARVN. I watched an RPG or 840 come out of the trees and hi the 113 which blew just like in the movies. A few seconds later, another hi ii 
tank and the turret flew up irto the air. Things aren't going wel for the ARVN. About that time we get everyone sorted Oli enough to start shooting at the ambushers. The 
NVA were squared away and had poslioned at least three 51 cals in a nice triangle to cover their forces. These 51 cals start in on us. We stop shooting at the ambushers 
and start in on the 51 cals. We must have made some progress because their fire dropped off about the time my Snake was empty. I told Dave I was out of ammo and 
wned to leave. Dave said he wned to make one more pass. I told him I could not cover his break; but he said he was going in 3/PfWay. He made his r111 and emptied 
the ship. We watched in horror as he took a full broadside of 51 cal. He called that they had been hit, lost the trail rotor and that Jim was wounded. He cOltinued on to the 
south lookirlg for any place along the highway to land the Cobra. They didn't get too far when their airspeed went to nothing and they welt twirling into the ground. We late, 
tal<ed to the med evac team that retrieved their bodies. They said they believed both men died of broken necks caused by their chicken plates and this twirling fall. I remerTi>er 
beirig realy upset abOl.t loosing Dave. We had become good friends. That very morning he had shown me a pictIJre of his wife and the card she had sent him - today was 
their anriversary! 

On the 23rd, A Trp worked an AO near Chee Beo and follld a large rice cache. The Blues were inserted and destroyed some of i before bad weather forced the Trp from the AO. 
On the 24th, A Trp found and destroyed a company minus size staging area. A Trp was told to leave Pleiku on the 25th to return to Phan Rang but could not because of bad 

. weather. On the 26th, one A Trp AH-1 G was damaged in a mortar attack and was sert to the 604th TC for a tail boom change. The remainder of the Trp closed at Phal 1mg al 
1330 hOtJ's. Dtmg 28-31, A Trp worked AOs arOllld Song Mao. The Scouts found signs of enemy activity tu no contact was made. In late March, the exact date is tnmOWI\ 
W01 Jamn Bernard Low of C Trp was in a Cobra that took fire and crashed while supporting operations in Laos. VHPA Members Don Ptxser and Dave Ferrel provided some 
details of ttis evelt while attending the VHPA ReUlion in Atlanta: • 

They reported receiving fire and the Cobra may wea have been burning before they crashed into a river bottom. The hydraulics caught fire and this really booled Jim before 
he coud be removed from the wreck. Evertually both pilots were evaced. Don remembers going with several other C Trpers to visl Jim in the hospial. Don said tis face 
and upper body were so badly booled that they couldn't recognize him at all. Ontf after Jim started speaking did they recognize his voice. They understood he lived abolJ 
a week or so before dying on April 3rd. The other pilot, name unknown at this time, was wounded but SU1Vived. 

Aprl - On the 1st, A Trp was placed on stand-tJij for rnovemert to Pteiku. The order was finally received at 2230 hours. A Trp closed at Pteiku at noon and at 1500 received a 
TAC E Sl4>l)Ol1 request from FSB Lonely where the US 62nd Arty camp was under attack by a VC force. A Trp sent four Cobras and the VC in'vnediately broke contact. Tholql 
the Guns received fire, none were hit and they believed they killed four VC. Later the Arty camp credited A Trp with 20 kills. From the 3rd through the 5th, A Trp SlWOrted !ht 
47th ~ 22nd ARVN. On the 4th, A Trp was involved in some undocumented action and were credited with 17 kils. On the 7th, A Trp sent two AH-1 Gs on a TAC E to FSB 6; 
bLt after ari hOtJ' the returned to base as they were unable to contact the friendly forces on the ground. On the 15th, while working around Cheo Beo, a LOH drew fire from tint 
or four hoolches surrounded by spider holes. Two elephants and one OP were also found. All were taken under fire and destroyed and one person was kiUed. The Blues deterrniled 
this was a COITJ,)any-size base camp, so iltilery was adjusted and the camp completely destroyed. On the 16th, A Trp's ARP uncovered a small aid station. Several fresh foolpriU 
were folowed irto a tree line which the Guns fired up killing one. On the 17th, A Trp's Scouts reported a parachute with harness next to a tunnel opening and a fliglt sul, lllderweat, 
and a fi!tt helmet were fOllld on the grOllld. Two people were observed hiding in the bushes with a 51 cal which hit a LOH four times. The Guns expended with unknown resw 
bLt ari airstrike was called in. On the 21st, A Trp's Gun saw several people in an open area. When attempts to ID them produced fire, the Guns opened fire with unknown resw 
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Later an eneITT)' squad was observed walking a trail. The Guns fired; six were kUled, two wounded and two captured. Upon further investigation a bunker complex was uncovered. 
Airstrikes were called in with unknown results. The Blues and a reaction force were inserted and found 500 lbs of rice which was turned over to 1111: 4!ill1 lle11 On the ?:lrd, A Trp 
was screening an area 20 miles west of SHODE Ill when the 3rd Bn, 45th Regt, 22ndARVN made heavy contact with an NVA Reg. A Trp was rcq111::ac!I 10 p1ov11l11 :,1111111111 ll111111o 
lhe mission, one LOH was engaging a mortar position when ii was hit by 30 cal AW fire. The observer was hit in the left groin but continued to cnu,1111: 111:. 1.u u111 fl1H,11,,., 11rn.i 
htt the ship, shattered and sent shrapnel inside, wounding the pilot in the left leg. Both pilot and observer continued to support the mission tor about 11:111 111111n11 :.1tl'i1H11 llk,y 
returned to the Phu Nhon rearm point where they discovered two more rounds had hit the observer's chicken plate. Both were evaced to the 71st Evac. Me,111w1 11 1ti ll1t1 u .t: 11 .• 1 
discovered a 51 cal position and took one round through a rotor blade. On the 26th, A Trp's Scout discovered approximately 20 people in a base camp with live 11111111.1111: . .• ,1 
bookers. The Scouts received fire so the Guns opened up and killed one. The Blues were inserted and immediately came under heavy fire. A reaction force was inser ted tu :,1111111111 

lhe ARP. Both units began receiving heavy fire and mortar rounds. When the fire lifted, the ground forces found a training area. The area was destroyed by the Guns. 1 he I 011 :. 
received fire two more times and the Guns expended with unknown results. When the Infantry was extracted, ii was found that they had suffered four WIA. 

MANG HO 16 - For the period 20-24 Apr and 3-14 May, the 7117th provided command and control for the air assault portions of this operation conducted by the Capital Republic 
of Korea Infantry Division (CRID) and the 173rd Abn to the northwest and west of Phu Cat AFB; specifically the Suoi Cau, Soui Tre, and Soui La Ttnh Valleys, and Base Area 226. 
The foUowing units participated: the 61 st and 129th AHCs assigned to the 7/17 and C/7/17; the 92th and B/227 AHCs and D/227 AWC from the 10th CAB; the 134th AHC, the 
238th AWC, and the 180th ASHC from the 268th CAB; the N227th AHC and the C/228th ASHC from the 52nd CAB; the 268th Pathfinder Det from the 268th CAB; and the 10th 
Pathfinder Det from the 10th CAB. Intelligence indicated that elements of the 3rd NVA division were regrouping and retraining in or near Base Area 226. The terrain was descri>ed 
as a vaJJe.j floor at about 100 meters elevation, steep mountains rise to 700 meters on the east and 800 meters on the western side. Dense vegetation offered excellent overhead 
concealmert for eneITT)' movement. Rugged ridges and pinnacles, encompassed by vegetation, offered concealed AA weapons positions with extremely good fields of fire. Very 
few adequae LZs existed in the area and most were one or two ship LZs on the surrounding pinnacles while those on the valley floor that could accommodate four or five ships 
were very vooerable to AA fire from positions on the mountains above. The concept of the operation was for the Sqdn to provide air recon and tactical mobility for the lnfartry 
units primarily via the two organic AHCs (the 61 st and the 129th) and C Trp. They would reconnoiter, prepare and insert the Infantry elements irto numerous LZs simultaneously 
lo surround and cordon off Base Area 226. This was accomp~shed by inserting the ROK units to the south and east and the 173rd to the north and west as blocking forces on 
the 20th, 21st. and 22nd. Then two ROK Regts assaulted the mountain tops and valley floor to engage the enemy. During the period 3 - 14 May numerous assauls and extractions 
were conducted for tactical redeployment of the ROK units to further engage the eneITT)' units. Elements from the 10th, 52nd, and 268th CABs were opconed on a daily basis. On 
the 20th (D-3), five companies and one Bn CP were inserted into five LZs. On the 21th (D-2), 105 ROK and 663 US troops were inserted. On the 22th (D-1 ), two ROK cornpcnes 
were inserted irto two more LZs. On the 23th (D Day), the Sqdn and opconed elements assembled at two PZs. The slicks were broken down into ten fligtts of five ships each 
with supporting gunships. C Trp provided the initial recon and prep of the proposed LZs. Pathfinders were assigned to slick flights to each LZto assist the CH-47s fligtts to folow. 
POL and rearming points were operational at both PZs. After a artillery prep, C T rp started a VR around the proposed LZs at 0930. At 0945 the assault forces were airborne and 
a 1000 they put 12 companies, one Regt CP, two Bn CPs, and one Arty Btry into ten LZs simultaneously. On the 24th (D+ 1 ). they again used two PZs and the same schedue. 
C Trp reconed the LZs and at 1000 the Sqdn inserted nine companies and three Bn CPs into seven LZs simultaneously. On 3 May (D+ 10), they began the extraction of the ROK 
Cavalry Regt with eiglt companies and two Bn CPs from nine PZs. On 4 May (D+ 11 ), they extracted the 1st ROK Regt consisting of ten cornparies, one Regt CP, two Bn CPs 
and one Arty Btry from ten PZs. On 5 May (D+ 12), they used one PZ to reinsert the ROK Cavalry Regt with eight companies into six LZs. The Blue fligtt received some SA fire 
and the guns engaged the targets. Two Hueys received hits. On the 6th (D+ 13), they inserted 11 companies, one Regt CP, two Bn CPs and one Arty Btry from the ROK 1st Regt 
into 15 LZs. On the 10th (D+ 17). they began the final phase by extracting eight company and one Arty Btry of the ROK 1st Regt from nine PZs. On the 12th (D+ 19), they extracted 
one company from the ROK Cavalry Regt from one PZ. On the 13th (D+ 20), they extracted seven companies and 2 Bn CPs from eight PZs. The YeUow flight received SA and 
B-40 fire and the Guns engaged. One Huey and one UH-1 C were hit. EneITT)' personnel and bunkers were discovered and attached by the Guns. The day's oper.mons claimed 
10 KBAs. On the 14th (D+21), they completed the extraction of nine companies and one Bn CP from seven PZs. The totals for the entire operation were for UH-1 Hs: 2696 hoo's, 
4099 sorties, 11 ,176 passengers using 351 aircraft and for CH- 47s: 252 hours, 300 sorties, 1428 passengers, 706 tons using 45 aircraft. The analysis section in the After 
Action Report provides some insight into this operation. Apparently the CRID was very security conscience because ii provided only fragmentary ilforrnation in advance for plaming 
purposes and denied preparation air recons of thei' AO. They also did not put their G-3 or Regt Cmdrs in a C&C yet demanded simultaneous insertions. The lack of airborne 
decision makers caused delays in LZ selection as everyone had to wail for the information to be radioed back to the ROK CPs. AU the opconed air units could not laager in the 
Lane area, so they had to fly in every morning and home every night. This, of course, delayed the air assaults about one hour. Temporary refuel and rearm points had to be 
est~dfor several days outside fixed fac~ities which taxed the Sqdn's S-4 and HHT personnel and added a security problem. Finally, the CRID wanted their elements extracted 
from the field and returned to their base camp. This required extra 'air taxi' time that could have been eliminated if they had used some ground convoys. The operation claimed 
252 enemy killed, 11 0 individual weapons, 35 crew weapons, and 7 radios captured against 13 Koreans killed and 60 wounded with no US losses and no aircraft losses. 

May - During the first week, A Trp's operations were weather restricted. On the 11th, A Trp destroyed a small base camp west of Phu Nhon. On the 19th, an A Trp Cobra crashed 
a Phu Nhon while hovering from the POL to the parking area. The pilot had gone IFR in the dust and the ship came to rest in an inverted position. Neither pilot was injured. At 
1105 hours on the 20th, W01 Gregory A. Smtth and W01 Robert Bruce died in the crash of an A Trp LOH west of Dragon Mountain near Camp Enari. The ARP was inserted to 
secure the crash site. The cause of the crash was never determined. C Trp moved their operations base to An Kile for two weeks during this period. 

D Trp 1/1 oth CAV - About this time, D/1/10th CAV, the ACT for the 1/10th Cavalry Squadron that had been part of the 4th Div was attached to the 7117th. VHPA Member Mike 
Lovett explains: 

As the 4th Div was standing down, the 1/10 Cav Sqdn was still based out of Camp Radcliff near An Kile with the primary mission of keeping a good percentage of QL 19 
open between the coast and Pleiku. D/1/10 was the Sqdn's organic ACT and we lived at Radcliff as well. In fact I can remember we had a very nice New Years Eve party 
not too long after we occupied the buildings formerly used by the 4th Avn Bn. Our Sqdn was part of TF Ivy and then TF 1/9 as the stand down continued. Aviation support 
became a serious problem by late 1970 because we were not part of the 1st Avn Bde. When we needed parts or IPs or anything aviation related, we had to go all the way 
to Nha Trang and even then it wasn't good. We still flew most of our missions for the 1/10 Cav but they really couldn't support us like E/704 AMNT used to do. CU commanders 
made a lot of noise and about Jarvfeb 1971 we moved to Lane. Within a short period we were attached to the 7/17 Cav and the support was much better. lniially, we had 
no billets or other facilities. We shared some space with C/7/17, got an old Korean building and even had some built for us and lived n tents too. Tua part wasn't too grea. 
Our ARP was still at An Kile and we always had two Guns plus two or three 58s (we didn't use OH-6As for Scouts after?) at An Khe as a quck reaction force to keep the 
road open. That arrangement was hardly normal for an ACT but I don't think there were any normal units left in Vietnam at that time. Even when we were in the 7 /17th, we 
still flew missions for the 1/10th most of the time. Like other ACTs during that period, we were not allowed to put our American ARP on the ground. When we supported 
the 1/10th, there were American ground forces near at hand. But we often sent pink teams up and down the coast especially when when C/7/17 was up north durilg Lam 
Son 719, without any hope of Infantry back-up. Basically we did a lot of aerial recon with the Scouts just marking targets as best they could for the GlllS. We were also 
lucky wing those days that we didn't have many birds go down and I can't remember anyone getting killed during the frst half of 1972. 

VHPA Member Earl Ewing remembers these times as follows: When I joined D/1/10th Cav in June, they had been living at An Son for some time because their oper.mons 
were wel established. They were living in wooden buildings but there wasn't enough room for everyone. For the first few weeks I moved from bunk to bll1k while guys 
were on R&R. I had gone to AMOC and Cobra school after flight school, so I was in the Service Platoon and the 518th TC Det during ITT)' three months with D Trp. I recall 
we used to take Cobras we couldn't fl)( to our support at Tuy Hoi which was a very large facility. D Trp did keep operational teams .. An Kile and more than once we had to 
go there to fix something or to take in parts. I can also remember going to Pleiku for the same reason but maybe that was when I was with the Sqdn. In September, I became 
the Manenance Officer for the 7117th. We were always very busy because the Sqdn was a coUection of all sorts of aviation Lnits and the ARVN had our Lnits seater ships 
all over the place just like trucks. I believe a lot of people got hurt and a lot of equipment was damaged and misused under this •scatter deployment" concept. In cart, '72 
I can remember over flying Tuy Hoa on the way to Vung Tau so we could have our Cobras modified to switch the tail rotor to the other side. It was really inpressive to see 
that Tuy Hoa had 'turned to nothing'. By then we were getting most of our parts and some support from Nha Trang but blades and engines were in short supply. I firished 
up ITT)' tour with the 129th in March. 

June -A Trp spent 15 days down due to weather this month. Its missions included several convoy escort missions from Pleiku to Phu Nhon and two SAR operations in an attempt 
to locate a civilian Cessna 180 which disappeared between Cheo Reo and Pleiku. On or near the 1st. C Trp moved its operation base to Kom.m from Lane and wood support 
operations in this area for the entire month. On or near the end of the month, C Trp returned its operations base to Lane. During this month, the Sqdn HQ and HHT moved from 
Qti Nhon to An Son. VHPA Member Ernie Smart cortinues providing some important background information abotJ this period: 
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It wasn't long after the Sqdn had moved to Qui Nhon airfield that we learned that that decision was flawed! Thi1gs were getlilg 'ugly" in the cly lself to the pon where t 
was not safe to have Dtl' sokiers off the airfield after dark. The poor L TC airfield comm.mer ci Lane had lots of responsibilty tu no at.Chorty to ad<k'ess the secujy, race, 
drugs, and prosduion problems that had become aate. Most of the avicmoo Iris based ci Lane were now .itached to the 7117th and t made a lot of sense for the HQ 
and HHT fin:tions to be closer. I finaly told the 17th CAG that we had to move to An Son and bring some of the 'Wild tines there" under comol. The good news is that we 
had indeed establshed a good working relcmonship with the ROKs. We understood and appreciaed that no non-sense approach to comb.- opercEOOS and to the issues of 
drugs as wel. So the Sqoo HQ and HHT moved to An Son abott June. Some of OIJ' first steps were to take over the perineter and to man the gates. Basicaltf the KoreaJS 
mcmed the sruhern half and my corrmand, the northern half. Tunes were hard for the girls that had been 'living on the inside" for so long. We also started having meetings 
among the EM by rri. We'd g.-hered al the Privcfes together and listened to whci they had to~. then the Specialists, µlior SGTs, etc. One of the things we learned, 
for~. was that the Privcfes were imappy with the Wif/ that ckl'l was being run. I said: 'fine, you run yOIJ' cki>.' They were shocked that we would do this. They 
picked the people and we cti the orders !tlin!I them the jobs. Thi1gs like that reat,, helped improve morale and roogate some of the problems. We also fWld that we had 
several people that reat,, caused a lot of trooole and cidn't belong there; so we qlicldy 'helped them move on'. We also cooninaed with the ROKs to ptl Dtl' Iris to work. 
Basicaly when a man is in a combat stucOlO, he generaly isn't bored and the racial differences were ptt aside. So we tried working people harder. Of Cotl'S8 by that tine 
the 7/17 HQ was operiDlg more like a CAB. We had two AHCs, a Chinook Compa,y, a fixed wing uni and provides 51Wort for the wst-off guys. Thank God for the KoreaJS 
and the good relcolnship we had developed with them! The ARVN, especiatf the 23rd Div guys we worked with a lot, were not good ci using aviaion assets correctly. And 
with some rare, rare exceptions, they cidn't have a ckJe whci A'I Cavalry was al abw! People have often asked me why I cOITVlla1ded the 7 /17th for an me year versus 
the normal six monhs. I tel them that abotJ the time my six months were ~ . we had some definite ideas in place and specific iterests in ad<k'essing 'the wild tines". I 
realy tel we were doing some good and I personally thou!jt l was the rigtt tllng to do. The comnmders above me agreed enough to go to b.- for me. So I extended i1 
the job and they stWorted me. Now, a,yone that was there cuing those days wil readily tel you that we were har<ly 'pt.re as the driven snow' when I limed the Sqm 
over to Jack Anderson. Bl.t we had 'stenmed the tide' and •corrected' many of the abuses, while buying time for more American Iris to stand down and go home. 

Jwy • On the 6th, A Trp moved back to Phan Rang and were down from the 7th to the 17th awaiting the arrival of the maintenance section. The rest of the rnmh was spelt 
working the Song Mao area Ma,y et.Civcfed fields, bookers and trails were sighted. Fllther investigations of these sightiJgs prowced negative resuls. From Juy lhru Bart,, Nov, 
C Trp remained cf Lane, worked ts trdional AOs north and west of Phu Ccf, stWorted the 173rd Abn tni l stood down in August. After that C Trp would S1W01t the Korean 
Divisions. VHPA Member Bi1tt Miler provides a few more details abw A Trp. 

I joined A Trp in early Juy for my second tDtl' in Vietnam. I flew with the 3117th CAV dtmg the wst one, so I was familiar with A'I Cav operooons. One of the wst (plSOOflS 
I had was 'Where are the Bkles' because I ha<il't seen a,y American lnfartry and no one had rnemoned them. I learned that while the TO&E sti uhorized the BkJes • A 
Trp had none and that had been the sllaion for some time. They were not pulling seany details some place else• they sin1)ly did not exist. A Trp's 'normal opermial 
mode' would be to stWort one of the ARVN ~ based ci Dalat, Bao Loe, or Song Mao for a 5-6 days in a row, have a manenance down day, then go stWort the neld 
Id in the rotaion. The Province Sinor Advisor would ftmsh an ARVN ARP each tine we stWorted tis ri Some tines l was the same lri. Don't get me wrong • these 
weren't bad or poor Iris ci al • l's just that they weren't neartt as good as Americans would have been. We had an ~ practice of pi.aing one of OIJ' lnfcltly 
officer types on the grWld with this ARP just to make certain we had radio cortact with them. You could riever trust the ARVN Altiery, there was no American Artiery i1 
the area a,y more, airstrikes were hard to come by; so the only ~ these guys would have carne from our Guns. The rest of the IJ1l)Ublished practice wert somethilQ 
like this • no m.iter what happens on the ground, we had to get that American 011! There was a very strong dictate against Americans being on the grWld Ii.mg this period. 
We knew we would have more than a Ille hel to Pill for 'bending' thcf rule if knowledge of our practice got to some higher headquarters. To no one's big~. wt 
didn't insert the ARP nearly as frequertly as we did when we had American Blues. I'd guess we pit them in abotJ twice a week and most of these were Ille more !Im 
stepped ~ training exercises. I'd ~ we would only have three or four •real' insertions dtmg an average rnmh. The absence of American Blues did effect the Wif/ w, 
flew. However, I'd~ the Scow and Guns were sti very aggressive; btJ more 'demands" were placed on the C&C to get a,y downed crews otJ and to provide~ 
faster. Neel' the Icier part of the year the Phan Rang CO asked us to do wst and last niglt VRs especially in the 'alleys' where the bad guys wed mortars and 122s. Tllll 
was even an iteresting sluaion. Phan Rang wasn't bothered all thcf much with mortars and rockets bu in other areas we suggested to higher that we rnoll1 niglt operm111 
(incremertal to the Nigtdlawks we would Icier ft,,) to try to catch these guys. These requests were al denied because of the risk factor. Even around Phan Rang the enefl¥ 
seemed to be waiting for the Americans to leave. So long as Dtl' first and last ~gtt VRs stifled wittin a certain area, Phan Rang was rarely hit A few tines we'd send 011 
teams deeper ito the hils to the west and ci evening we would get a rocket or two. Thei" favorite target was the O Club on top of a srnal hill within the camp. To the betl 
of my knowledge no one was tut and there was no major equipment damage from a,y of these attacks. lrteresting tines when you think abolJ l 

August • On the 2nd, A Trp responded to cortact by a recon compa,y at FSB Nora. Two teams of Guns wed on what was thouglt to be the 40th INA Bn. Later they were cre<lt4 
with 25 confimed kils and two secondary 8llplosions believed to be the anvno for the 82mm mortars. One Cobra was ht by we tu there were no casuallies. From the 17th tor 
the rest of the rnorth, A Trp staged from Bao Loe to provide sectrty during the upcoming Vietnamese elections. Tlis operation consisted mainly of a road recon from ~ 
Bao Loe. The ARP remained cf the Bao Loe ~ on stan<lly with American advisors and ground forces as a reaction force. 

September • No activlies were recorded in A Trp's lri history for this month. 

October • On the 5th, a team of one LOH and one Goo were assigned to provide rotJe sectrty for a convoy from Phan Rang. The LOH experienced a tail rotor fabe bu no 
was iitJ'ed. On the 13th, a Goo team expended in stWort of an ARVN elemert in cortact near Song Mao. After cortact was broken, the grOl.lld force swept the area, fOllld -
dead and capliJ'ed two weapons. Lu in the day, A Trp sert some Guns to~ the Recon Co of the 44th Regt that was in cortact. 

November• DI.mg this morth, C Trp again moved ts operations base to HoUowif/ and would stif/ there for the rest of the year. On the 7th, A Trp was told to move to Plelw 
an llldetermined period of time. On the 15th, a suspected INA Bn base camp west of Phu Nhon was taken under fire by airstrikes, artillery and A Trp's Guns. 23rd ARVN elemeftl 
were inserted and inmediaely made cortact. At.1100 the observer in an LOH was wounded and evaced to Pleiku. Leier in the day, another Sew spotted 10-15 people 
Lnder a tree near some bookers. Upon fllther investigation, they had disappeared. The Guns fired ~ the bunkers with unknown resuls. On the 22nd, A Trp was told to 
back to Phan Rang. On the 19th, A Trp's Scow wed on two men walking and the Guns also fied with unknown resuls. The ScotJs rell.med to the same locaion again N 
and recewed we. The Guns expended with unknown resuls. 

December • For the fi"st few days, A Trp worked around Phan Rang as an ACT. The rest of the month was spent working the area between Dalat and Bao Loe. W~ the 
down of the 92nd and the 192nd AHCs, A Trp picked up their gun support and resuppt,, missions. For example, two Guns were sert to Bao Loe for securty of the SUT 
engineer CarJ1lS and two to Dong Ba Thin for the sectrty of the Carn Ranh Bay area. VHPA Member Ron Logan describes whci was going on with B Trp: 

December was a not a good rnmh for being a ScotJ and especially bad for ScotJ Pl Ldrs. Mike Trees had been Dl.f leader for several monhs. He got shot down 
"shaken ~• pretty good, so they made tin the Opns Officer. Next a LT Sullivan was the Ldr for a few days URi he was evaced after tis LOH was destroyed by a tree 
Then a CPT from C Trp came over as the Ldr for a few days. He too was shot down and evaced with a broken tail bone plus he had a finger shot off. Finatf, CPT 
filth took over the pl.ioon. Needess to~ tu the INA were getting stronger and stronger in the KD111.m / Oak To area!! As more and more aviimOO lris stood 
things got less and less orgarized. I certainly believe that abotJ this time the Trp's name was just 0117th Cav. I saw Trp orders w during this period with just 11/1 7 
the old name 817/17. 

Y• End S&lnmary • The Sqoo HQ and HHT were ci Qli Nhon for half the year and ci Lane for the rest and basicalt)t functioned as a CAB versus an ACS. For most of lht 
A Trp was assigrled to the 10th CAB and coopercfed with the program to minimize American losses while supportilg the ARVN. They also had to opportlriy to move 
Phan Rang and Pleiw several tines. B Trp was assigned to the 52th CAB, was based ci Holk>wif/ the entire year, and spert the majoriy of that tine working the Jamila 
the Dale To/ KDl1lln areas. C Trp spert abotJ three monhs in MR I supporting Lam Son 719, rettmed to Lane for two months, was in Kortum for the rnmh of JIJle, 
Lane tni November when l moved to Holk>wif/ again. When C Trp was at Lane, they received that missions from the Sqdn; blJ when they operated from bases other thin 
they received missions for other headquarters. D Trp was assigrled to the 52nd CAB and was used for convoy escort and the sectrty of Hollowif/. 
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The primary source materials for this yeaI are: For HHT, a Yearbook tilled '71 - 72 Anson, Vietnam• which has ten significant pages. For A Trp, a 15 page 1971 AUHS prepared 
by 1 LT Dan P. Siona. For B Trp, nothing. For C Trp and H Trp, 10th Cav, a Yearbook tilled '1972 Anson• which has ten significant pages. For D Trp, nothing. For the Sqdn, 
notmg. 

January - On the 1st, A Trp was reassigned to the Squadron from the 10th CAB and supported the last elements of the 101 st Abn Div localed at Carn Ranh. Poor weather ~ed 
A Trp's activities from the 4th to the 61h. On the 8th, A Trp was chased from an AO near Bao Loe by high winds and friendly artillery. The C&C was asked to evac two ARVN 
wounded from a FSB to Phan Rang. For the remainder of the month and for FebruaIY, A Trp's assignments would change again. The thiving of American forces in MR II, A Trp's 
resotices were deployed on a piece meal basis, making it virtually ineffective as an ACT. For the first haH of the month, C Trp was operaing from Camp Hollowing bul abott mid­
rnot1h they rett.med to Lane. On the 25th, A Trp sent three AH-1 Gs and two Hueys to An Khe due to a heavy enemy build-up in the central highlands. At the same tine, two LOHs 
were sert to An Son for convoy cover. On the 29th, an A Trp LOH performing VR for the 101 st Abn saw seven enemy near Cam Ranh. The LOH took fire and was hi, blt the 
Guns killed five. On the 30th, A Trp found a small enemy force in the same area as yesterday's action. The Guns fired on this force with ooknown resuRs. VHPA Member Bily 
Miller provides the following commerts on ife in A T rp during this tine. 

After the 10th CAB stood down. A Trp reverted back to Sqdn control but really the 17th CAG in Nha Trang was calling the shots. We made several trips to both An Son and 
Nha Trang to see who we would be working for and to determine what future plans they might have in mind for us. As ii turned ru for the fi'st couple ITlOOhs we were THE 
avilmon resource for the southern half of MR II. We actually picked up resources from former 10th CAB units as they stood down. I'd guess we got up to abott 50 scraft 
plus crews which was about double our normal TO&E compliment. About 20 of these were Hueys but we picked up some Cobras too. This information may help explain 
how we were able to send three or four ships a day to the various Province Senior Advisors, have a Scout and Gun team at Dong Be Thin as a quick reaction - ready reserve, 
send a couple LOHs to do road recons in the Dalal, Boe Loe, and Song Mao areas, and still conduct relatively normal M Cavalry opercDJOS. It miglt making reacing the 
Opns reports from that period a little easier to understand. There were rumors that A Trp had 58s instead of OH- 6s. This is not true. A Trp had only 6s rigtt up lid the 
end. I must admit that the NVA did not have a major presence in that area and the most of the opposition came from the VC who had been hurted and tut for a long tine. 
This made our operations less dangerous. We rarely experience large cal AA fire. BIJ, whenever we went back to Pleiku or other northern aieas in MR II we qlicldy ctaiged 
tactics as we flew against the NVA. As more units stood down, Phan Rang was one of the few places where helicopters could refuel. I know this SOlllds straige, tu the 
days of going most 3r1J place and being able to get fuel were gone. We often called ahead to make certain we could get fuel. Because Phan Rang had fuel, we got lots of 
vislors. Millli of them brouglt rumors that we woud be standing down as well. 

February - On the 1st, A Trp supported elemerts from Phan Rang to An Khe. Each day the pilots were forced to become more flexible. They were now doubling as r~ for 
the 101 st as well as base security for Cam Rang. Two Cobras and two LOHs performed a daily VR of the Cam Rang aiea. Each night a Huey Niglt Hawk parolled the Carn Rang 
perineter. The LOHs also doubled as VIP couriers. On the 3rd, A Trp began construction of defense bunkers and fighting positions in articipalion of a coming offensive. On the 
9th, elemerts of A T rp at An Khe Caine under sapper .-tack during the night. The Guns launched and expended onto the perimeter. Ten enemy were killed and the gmstrj(e helped 
the caplll'e of two more. B Trp was still operating 011 of HoUoway. Again Billy Miller provides us with a good insight for this period. 

I am not certain when Tet was that yeaI but it was a pivotal date. Mar1J of the military leaders betieved there would be a major enemy push before or neaI T et that year, so 
we stayed in the overstrenghted silualion I described eartier. But Tel was a non-event that year and I guess that by mid-Feb we started receNing disposition instructions to 
tum in equiprnelt and to swap or turnover aircraft. I was pretty busy during those days because I was a Cobra IP and was in good demand giving 90 day check-rides. We 
actually started having problems keeping guys CUTert. At that time we worked under the 179 day rule. If you had been in-courtry 179 days or more, then that would cOllt 
as a flj tour and you would DEROS with the uni; else you were reassigned to another ooit. We started sen<ing people out in February and this made ma,y people very 
imappy. MAJ Turecek was a master at organization. He broke the disposition instructions down into a series of tasks then assigned an officer and an NCO to each task. 
As pilots came of flying status because they were no longer current, they were given these tasks. We got a lot done in a very short period of tine. I remember we made 
lots of trips to Ill Corps areas to drop off ail-craft, equipment an<Vor people. We had a couple "tum over teams' that included a rnairtenance officer, a serior crew chief, plus 
the crew to bring them back. We'd Tl the ship before l was sent and fix everything we coud. Mal"1/ of the receiving tnts were really surprised that we weren't giving them 
'dogs" but we went to extra effort to give them the best we could. 

March - C Trp had been told they would be standing down and since late in FebruaIY they had really ceased operating as an ACT. On a daily basis, they had ships all over MR II 
11 addEon to having standing cornmilmerts. For example, Rich Sheppard says they had a Scout and two Guns stationed at An Khe for at least a month. They had LOHs flying as 
VIP ships and Lift ships flying Nighthawk missions around the larger airbases. All this changed near the every end of the morth when C Trp was told they would be staying in 
Vietnam. On the 30th, the general assaul called the Easter Offensive officially began up in MR I. In MR II the situation had been getting worse and several ARVN FSBs along 
Rocket Ridge were already under siege. NeY Sheehan's 'A Bright Shining Lie" provides a good overall surnmaIY of the Easter Offensive in MR II and often refers to aircraft and 
tactics that could only be ACTs. There is also a good map in the front of Sheehan's book that shows the line of ARVN FBs that ran in a line basically from Den Het to the river 
junction west of Kontum. They were in order: FB 6, FB 5, FB Charlie, and FB Della. Also the town of Tan Canh basically south of Oak To on QL 14 and would be the certer of lots 
of activly in the weeks to come. VHPA Member Ron Logan describes this battle: 

Thal day we were working out of Oak To in an area between FB 5 and FB 6. My Scout team was in the staging area while this action was going on. Apparertly Finch's team 
had discovered some bunkers and they decided to insert the ARVN Blues. The ARVN Blue platoon leader at that tine was an American advisor, an E7 or EB, Raiger type. 
He was good and the ARVN performed rather wel under his leadership. I understand they were using a single ship LZ. Unfortmately, the American Sergen was shot in 
the head and killed almost as he stepped off the first Lift ship. The rest of the insertion was made in rapid order but the leaderless ARVN never got organized and coudn't 
hold the LZ. The ARVN panicked and Finch tried to secure the LZ with his LOH. By then the NVA had set up an even stronger poslion and shot Finch down. Later that 
afternoon we were able to get the Observer, a guy nained Black I think, out. He was a very brave man!! He said that Finch receNed a pretty bad head wound before or IUing 
the crash. Both men were able to exit the LOH and for some reason Finch had it in his mind that they needed to get into the trees. Black told him the NVA were in those trees 
and even tackled him as he starting riming in that direction. Nothing, however, would stop him. When he was able to get free of Black, he was last seen making tis way 
no the trees. Black went back to the LOH and grabbed a supply of grenades. The C&C was trying to get the ARVN out and get to the Scout crew as wel. It was just too 
hot We later learned that the Ll was almost on top of an NVA Bn CP!! Anyway, Black realized that no one could come and get him unless the NVA goos in the bunkers 
coud be silenced. He started at one end and worked down the line of bunkers, dropping grenades into each. After a few minlJes, he ran mt no the open and a LOH 
snached him 011. A brave and cool headed man!! The next day, we inserted a large ARVN force into a different Ll and they performed very well. We looked all day for 
Finch. We found lots of bad guys but we never found him. Years later I learned that he was indeed captured by the NVA, taken to Hanoi and died there. Dt.ring that day CPT 
David Keating was flying a LOH with another ROL. They were shot down and one of their WPs blew which burned Dave pretty badly. They were both evaced to the States. 
I can remerooer we used to do a lot of BDAs for B52s and airstrikes. The AF were dropping bombs that would spread gas over a wide area and even seep no bunkers, 
then an igniter would blow the whole thing. Very effective! I remember lots of discussion among the Scouts and worries that our engine exhaust might ignite some iriexploded 
gas. I don't !link lever happened bul we were worried abru l . I can also remember a few tines in late 71 when all three ACTs were operating al Holloway. There was no 
place to ptJ al the people. People shared terts and bunks, etc. Some of my classmates were in the other troops, so whenever they would move in; we'll just make space 
for cots and hold small class reunions! 

The official MIA records the VHPA Data Base Corrvnillee uses provide some more information about CPT Melvin W. Finch. An ARVN soldier captured by the NVA was being moved 
north at the same tine as Finch and reported that he died of dysentery on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. His remains were returned to America in 1985. 

Again we hear from Billy Miller for A Trp: Very eartf in March or maybe the end of Feb, A Trp received word that maybe we wouldn't be standing down after all. The increased 
enerrt)' activly leading up to the Easter Offensive had some people worried. After a day or so, MAJ Turecek flew to Long Binh to iakto the boss' (he and the CO of the 1st 
Avn Bde were very good friends). This didn't make the 17th CAG folks too happy. Basically, he wanted to make certain that if A Trp was going to stay, then someone wlh 
some serious 311horily had been see to it that we get our equipment and people back. As it turned out, went he talked to the staff at Long Binh they reasoned that we were 
.-eady too far down the path toward standing down to reverse the process, so he caine back with a copy of the General Order sending us w of the cotnry not later than 
18 Mar. From that poil1 on we really had to hustle. It was about this same time (end of Feb or very eartf in March) that a party from B Trp visled us. They had he.I'd tha 
we seemed to be pretty weU organized for standing down and wanted to see if they could learn from us. As I recall, they stayed a day or so, took lots of notes and returned 
to Pleicu to start standing down themselves. I'd guess they were about 3 weeks behind us in the schedule and were just starting to tum in equipmert. It is also ITP/ recolection 
that before the 10th of March, someone ptJ a stop to B Trp standing down because of the enemy build up for the Easter Offensive. In short order, B Trp got al the e«JJipment 
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n people back. Arr{w~. by the 81h we were down to just a couple of ships to hau 5LWies arOUld and these were beilg mamed by crews from other IRS tta wood 
take them from us. We had uned ii abOlt fotl' Cobras n just a few LOHs n Hueys, less thcr1 half Ill 31.Chorized TO&E foc ~ back to the bes. We knew we'd 
never see those acraft again as the procecire caled from them to be sert to Corpus Ctristy to be rebua. A Trp's Colors, some ecJipmert, n just a few people were 
sert to R. Hood. AbOIJ 50'1, of Ill TO&E e<Jipmeft, mostly mairtenance stuff, was sert to Ft. Bragg. I believe 17 Os n 35 EM reported to Ci¥n Ralg n we were ott 
of there on the 151h heacing foc Bragg as wel. The Amrt had plans to convert the 1117th CAV no an ACS. This is a stOIY n a half by lself. McllY a fooner 7/17er (Dick 
M.nhal, Bob Heffocd, Lou Hemies, 11P1self) would command this Sqdn and mc11Y moce S81Ved in it. When MAJ T1.-ecek arrived at Bragg after his leave, there was a smal 
detactlneft there wih B Models nled wilh SS-11 s, the old pre-TOW French made am-tank missile. He had an nerview wih the senior Aviation officer there n eiher 
vouteered 01' was vouteered to take this detactvnert back to Vietni¥TI to S81Ve as a SS-11 NITT. So he wert back foc 6 weeks TDY whie the rest of us focmed D Trp 
(Prov) 1117th CAV. He was an Infamy officer n when we rell.med from TOY we had to get hin to branch transfer to Armor so we could keep D Trp ative. Oh, the iais of 
the peace tine Am,,J!! As a filal note concemilg A Trp and to make certain the recocd is straigtt, I joined them on Juy 4, 1971 . From tta tine tni we stood down, no 
one was kied ii the Troop. Now IUilg this tine we reassigned !JJYS to other IRS and they died there, btJ no one died ii A Trp IUilg those nine rnmhs. 

Aprl - E.t,, ii the mor1h, C Trp moved its opermial base from Lane to the old rnedevac birTacks at Camp Hollow~ and began wormg the area arOUld Ben Het and Oak To 
because of the NVA ~ ii the area. They knew the move was tempora,y, so they left their admin and maintenance support at Lane. Al sche<Ued 01' heavy maitermce was 
done at Lane; btJ if they needed sometting ii atUTy they worked with B Trp at Cii11J Hollow~. On the 3rd, C Trp helped defeat the NVA foccettahad ovenui part of FB Dela 
On the 18th, the ScJmon H~ers. HHT and A Trp officially stood down and departed V18111am. A Trp, as memoned ecner, actualy left on the March 151h. B Trp was 
redesi!J)ated H Trp 17 Cav. On the 19th, the ARVN abandoned Hoai An, a district headqu.-ters on QL506 SOtJh of Bong Son, very~ n left the American advisors to tta 
own fate. Sheehan's book cortails a glowi1g accwt of how L TC Jack Anderson, Slit flyilg the Rtihless 6 C&C wih 50 cal doorQlllS, rescued the advisOl's as the doorgtmers 
kied NVA on 25 yil'ds from the ship. The problem began on the 9th when the NVA fi1aUy took LZ Pony (famous from the 1st Cav ~s) and the ARVN kept falilg back to Hoai 
An. By the end of the rnonh the whole of northern Binh Dinh Province, including LZ English, tel to the NV A. On the 19th, C T rp was sert sruhwest of Pleiku to work il'ound a FB 
tta had been mDl'lil'ed pretty bad foc the last few ligts. The Scow hadn't been on the VA tonger thcr1 30 seconds when the Sew Platoon Ldr stil'led yelling: 'We've got people 
down here ... takilg ~e". The LOH was shot down n stil'led to tun. CW2 Stewil'd was the wing n hovered over the wreck doing 360s to keep the flames down so the crew 
could get OIL He 1mg in there and 1mg ii there; btJ CPT Thoma S. Powel died ii the LOH. On the 30th, C Trp was officially redesignated H Trp 10 Cav. VHPA Mermer Smey 
Lyons, the last C Trp Cmdr and the ontf CO IV10 would know in Vietnam, recals: 

FOi' a tine <Uilg the morth, C Trp had been known as A'I Cav Troop II, MR II btJ we were finaly named IV10lh Cav. To many !JJYS, however, it was Slit Chane Troop. 
Even thOtJltJ we were one of the last avicDlfl IRS to leave Vietnam, he cortirued to fll1ction as an ACT tni the very end. We 'lost" Oll' ARP due to a mocatorun abot.t 
ptGilg the BkJes on the grOUld. Basically, they could only be inserted to help rescue a downed crew. They were bOl'ed 011 of lheir minds and were sactJ misused by our 
li!jler. When we did need them and used them I was kJcky to get two squads assembled. Sometimes we would use them to protect an LZ while we inserted a lil'ger ARVN 
focce just to keep them trained. Basically we ~ed two organiZalions; the 9th ARVN Div from nDl'lh of Anson al the w~ to LZ English and the American Clll'ISUate in 
Cu Nhon wtich was basicatf the CIA. They had a runber of mercenary focces tta use to operate al over MR II and across the fence. Ar. first we ontf ilserted them and 
let them walk otJ. They were orierta, mostly Ctinese, dressed like VC and NVA and cil'fied their weapons. It took us a tong time to work t.,.i the cotl'age to land ii a PZ and 
let those sOl'I of fol< come nmilg at you n canb in your ship!! We had a good r~ with the CIA fol< - they realy liked us n did us lots of favocs. 

Ma, - We have very little in the w~ of official historical information for this month. Luckily we have VHPA Member Rick Sheppard who remembers: 

I can rernermer flyilg Gm cover for the B Model WN ships. They had six missiles on a side and had to fly a pretty steaa,, line toward the target. We took a lot of his whie 
covemg those !Jl)'s; they were so slow. They shot a lot of tanks. Some were US made tta the ARVN had abandoned, some were NVA that were not~ fin:liona, and 
some were very operational and did everylhilg they cwd to avoid these ships. Ar. one poirt the NVA had set up a 51 cal in a tower and nothing could take it OIL A TON 
ship Ci¥T18 in on amost a flat approach n blew it aw~. That was a thing of beauy!! Let me tel you a little abot.t the two !JJYS tta were Idled abot.t this tine. Dayl was 
an Infamy type n foc 30 to 60 ~shad been on one of the FBs on Rocket Ridge they were tta shOl'I of American advisOl's. He had reuned to the Trp, gotten checked 
otJ again n was flyilg as a Sew agail. WIicoxson had previously flown in the Lift foc abou 8 months and had volurteered for the Scow because he tel 'he was not 
comiltmg enoui;t. On the 251h. 1LT Dayl R. Kunzler was the pilot of an IV10 LOH and1LT Robert F. WUcoxaon was the observer on a mission swh of Komm. They 
reported NVA troops and vouteered to make a second pass. They were shot down and both died. 

J11111 - On the 2nd, IV10 was working at the Rockpile by QL 14 swh of Kortum. VHPA Member Rick Sheppard remembers: 

A 57th AHC Cobra wert down n was blming. One of the main blades had ell no the pilot's compartment and was trapping the pilot. CPT St.dtle, H Trp's XO at the tine, 
was flyilg C&C and was on shOl'lfilal to land and help rescue the Cougar crew. The ship started taking 51 cal fire and CPT Frederick N. SUttle, Jr. was hit and died of these 
wotJlds. 

July - On the 26th, while working the LZ Crystal and Tarn Quan area an IV1 O Cobra crashed and burned. W01 Harold McCaslln, Jr. died of a broken neck in this crash. Larry 
Richards was also a pilot ii this acraft. He tried to get otJ of the wreck but fell back no the blming ship. The C&C landed, the EM got otJ to try to help and the pilots hovered 
the Huey over the blming Snake to try to comol the flames. They were able to get Larry 011 btJ he was badly bl.med. 

August- Need lots of help here!! 

September - Need lots of help here!! 

October - Need lots of help here!! 

November - Need lots of help here!! 

December - Need lots of help here!! 

Y• End SWnmary - After four and a half years, the Sqdn officially left Vietnam and was stationed back to Ft. Knox. The HQ and HHT personnel had been fw:tioning like an 
Aviation Battalion DI' even a Group thcr1 an ACS cuing its last few months in Vietnam. A Trp stood down with most of its personnel gong to Ft. Bragg and some of its~ 
gong with the colors to Ft. Hood. B n C T rps remained ii Vietnam but had ther names changed. 

1973 

The prinlcly Sotl'ce materials for this year are: For H Troop, 10th Cav, a Yearbook titled '1972 Anson" which has ten significat pages. Foc H Troop, 17th Cav, notting. 

Jarmry - Dtmg the last few weeks, H/10 split its operation by sending about two thirds of the Trp to Xuan Loe. This was durilg the 'landgrab' or 'War of the flags' period when 
both sides att•ed to occupy as rruch terllory as possible in articipatation of the Cease Fire being signed. H Trp helped keep this il'ea in ARVN hands as the NVA att•ed 
to seize l 

February - On the 26th, both H Trps stood down and depil'led Vietnam. Several of their pilots went on to fly for the Joint Milita,y Conmssion (JMC) foc the next couple months 
I.Hi al American troops were withdrawn. 

A salute to the 7/17th Cav 
There il'e mcl1Y reasons why I set 011 to presert the history of one Air Cavalry Squadron from its deployment to its departure from Vietnam. Frst, I believe tta collecting and 
ptJJlshilg the histories of Vietnam Era aviation ris is something that the VHPA can do second to none. I hope this history of the 7 /17th illustrates that poit! Second, previous 
VHPA Di'ectories included the history of Amrt aviations companies and Marines squadrons foc selected periods of tine. It seemed logical tta we should try a lil'ger ri foc the 
erti'e tine it was ii V18111am. U<e most VHPAers, I was proud of the ll1ils I S81Ved with in Vietnam. So the third reason is that I wated to see the histOIY of Ill/ Squadron recOl'ded 
somewhere foc c11Yone n everyone to read. The sad pil'I is that, no stoiy is ever COMPLETE. Every time I cal another 7/17er, I learned something new. I i¥T1 wel awil'e that 
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llere il'e many, many IItold stories still "locked in people's heads•; bu cf least I took the time and made the effort to record a few of them! Please see the References cll(j Cracas 
page for a ~e ist of comWors. All corrections, additions, deletions, corrvnents, etc. should be sert to VHPA Headquarters or direclly to Mike Law or Bil Greerilal!tJ. 

llespectfuly pr~ed to the VHPA by Mike Law. 

7/17 cavalry Honor Roll 
Whcffollows is the roster of all those who died in Vietnam while serving in the 7/17 Cav. 

Uni Name Rank Platoon Date Status Unit Name Rank Platoon Date Status 

A Anderun, Clltis L. W01 Scott 13SEP68 C Newton, Warren E. SP4 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
A Beaver, John D. PFC Inf 8MAA68 A O'DDMIU, Jotvi SGT Scott 12JUN68 
C Borr, Jeffrey W01 Scott 9SEP69 C Petteys, James B. W01 Gun 15JAN69 
A Bruce, Robert G. W01 Scott 20MAY71 B P_bllllps, David J. SGT Scott 8MAA69 
A Bryart, Jam D. W01 Scott 8DEC70 C Phipps, James L. W01 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
B C•pllter, Waler A. W01 Scott 8MAR69 C Pllk. Robert H. SFC Scott 19JUN70 
C Cox, Sterling E. 1LT Goo 15JAN69 C Powell, Thomas s. CPT Scott 19APR72 
A Craig, JllTleS H. SP5 23MAY70 A Puilhll, Dale S. SP4 Scott 20FEB68 
B CrOIIII, Edgil' F. Jr. W01 Scott 20JUL70 B Rabren, L.vry W. WO Scott 30APR70 
B Dance, Robert L. 1LT Scott · 8AUG69 C Ramos, Ranier S. W01 Goo 9JAN68 BNR 
C Denney, T eny L. W01 Scott 9SEP69 A Robinson, Gus CPT Scott 12APR70 
C Dewey, Dcffl)' L. W01 5JUN70 A Schultz, Ronnie B. SP4 29FEB68 
C Dickus, Michael J. W01 Scott 18JUL70 A Scott, Herbert W. W01 Scott 12JUN68 
B Dugan, Edwil'd M. SP5 Scott 3JUN70 C Secrist, Fred J. PFC G111 9JAN68 
B Evans, Ronald L. CW2 29APR71, D Smith, Charles E. SSG Inf 7JUL69 
B Everts, Jack C. SP5 . Scott 30APR70, · A Smith, Gregory A. W01_ Scott 20MAY71 
C Exner, Fred A. Ill W01 Scott . 20NOV69 W10 Suttle, Frederick N. Jr. CPT C&C ' 2JUL72 
B Finch, MeM1 W. CPT Scott 30MAR72 MK A Tameyaza, =Noe SP4 ScOIJ i 2NOV68 
C Flurry, Janes D. 1LT Scott 5FEB69 A Turley, Aictwd L. SSG Scciti ·· 25APA69 
C Garrett, Alonzo SP4 Scott 11APR70 A turner, John M. W01 Scott- · 26MAA69 
B Grega, George W. (;W2 Scott 2NOV69 A Wagner, Marvin L CW2 Scott 21JUL70 
B Green, Slaney SGT Scott 21NOV68 A W .. er, Douglas A. CW2 Scott : 18MAY68 
A Jackson, Hemm H. SGT Scott 3MAY68 A Wallace, Llnl'f J. 1LT Scott 21J.UL70 
A Jacobi, ~ C. W01 Scott 13SEP68, B Webb, Earl A. Jr. 

... 
• SP4 3JUN70 

C ?Johnson, Edwil'dA. SP4 C&C 25FEB71 B Webb, Mil'k J. . W01 Scott 20JUL70 
D Johnson, Pau E. PFC Inf 7JUL69 B Welding, Clifford K. • 1JT Scott - 21 NOV68 
A Kacsock, Waler J. SP4 Scott 21JUL70 D . WIil, Janes L. : SP4 Inf 20FEB68 
B Koeppen, Eric A. W01 G111 11JUL68 B Westra, Leroy J. W01 ? 25MAY71 
W10 K&mllr, Dil'Yf A. W01 Scott 25MAY72 W10 WIicoxson, Robert F. W01 Scott 25MAY72 
C Lancaster, David C. W01 Gun 21MAR71 A WIiiis, Joseph F. 1LT Scott 26MAR69 
C L1191Gffl, Giffllld PFC Inf 15JAN69 A Woodruff, Alon D. SSG ~Scott 25APR69 
C Low, Janes B. W01 G111 3APR71 A Wr~ Phiilip G. W01 ·Scott 21JUL70 
A Mallette, Avon N. WO Scott 19DEC70 D Young, Colon D. SP4 .Inf 7JUL69 
C Manlhel, Janes W. W01 Gun '21MAR71 ? 111 KIA EM Inf ?NOV67 
C Maslyn, Edwll'd J. SP4 Inf 270CT68 A ?, ? EM Scott 15APR70 
B Mathis, Scrlul J. W01 ? 8AUG69 A ?, ? EM Scott 8MAY70 
W10 McCulln, Hil'old Jr. W01 Goo 26JUL72 A ? ? ' ' . EM Scott 19NOV70 
A McCloyn, Joseph SP5 Scott 24FEB68 C Skinny New Guy EM ? 2?FEB71 
B McKlbben, AcP/ SGT Inf 6DEC68 . 
C Modin, Aichll'd S. SP4 16MAY70 

Abbreviations used in this narrative: 

M Am-Aircraft ATT Advanced Tactical Training Qmdr . Commander . 
ABN Aibome AUH Amua1 Unit History co c~ 
AC Ai'craft Commander AUHS Amual Unit History SUpplimert CONAAC Cortinertal ArrrtJ Command 
ACR Armored Cavalry Regimert AVN Aviation CONUS Cortinertal United Stlfes 
ACS Ai' Cavaky Squadron AW Aerial Weapons CP Command Post 
ACT Ai' Cavaky Troop AWC Aerial Weapons Company CRID ROK C~ Inf.my Division 
AH Attack Heicopter BDA Borne Damage Assessrnert cs Composle Service (a tell' gas) 
AHC AssaJI Helicopter Company BDE Brigade CSAB Combat ~ Avicmon Battalion 
AHP Arrrt/ Heiport Bn Battalion DA Departmert of the ArrrtJ 
AIT AdvillCed Individual Training Bt Battery DEROS Dlfe Eigible for Aetlm from Overseas 
AM Ak.miun Mamg C&C Corrvnand and Cortrol Det Detachmert 
AO Area of Operm,s CAB Combat Aviation Battalion Div Division 
ARP Aerial Rifle Plcfoon CAG Combat Aviation Group EM Erwsted Men 
AAST Aerial Aecomaissance and Securly Troop CARS Combat Arms Aegimertal System ENG Engineer 
ARTY Artlery CAV Cavaky E&E Escape cll(j Evade 
AAVN Arrrrt of the Repti)lic of Vietnam coo Combat Developments Office FB Fire Base 
ASHC AssaJI SI.wort Helicopter Company CG Convnanding General FM Frequence Mlldulfed 
MP Asphal Ak.miun Plank CIDG C_ivilian Irregular Defense Group FNG Fu_ ing New Guy 
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FSB 
H&I 
HHT 
HQ 
IFR 
INF 
IP 
LOH 
LRRP 
LZ 
MPC 
MED 
Ml 
MIA 
Nm 
INA 
OBS 
OCU> 
OD 
OH 
OJT 
OP 

fi'e~Base 
H..-assmert nl llteniction 
Headcµrters nl Headquaters Troop 
Headcµrters 
lnstnmert fi!jt Rules 
lnfimy 
lnslructor Plot 
I.qt Observalion Helicopter 
Long Range Recomaisa1ce P.-rol 
LningZone 
Milary Paper Cooency(?) 
Mecical 
Mby lrteligence 
Missing In Action 
New E~ Trainilg Team 
North Vietnamese ArrrrJ 
Observalion 
Officers' CU> 
olive <iab 
Observalion Helicopter 
On the job trainilg 
Observalion Post 

Opns 
OR-LL 
POL 
PC1N 
PROV 
PSP 
PZ 
~ 
Reg 
ALO 
ROAD 
ROK 
RON 
RR 
RTO 
S-1 
S-2 
S-3 
S-4 
S-5 
SA 
SF 
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OpercOlllS 
OpercOlllS Report • Lessons Le..-ned 
Petrolelm Oil nl Ltilricarts 
Prisoner of w..-
Provisional 
Pierced Steel Plank 
Pickup Zone 
Reginert 
Reginert 
Real Live Officer 
Reorg.med ArrrrJ Division 
Republic of Korea 
Remain over ni!jt 
Recoilless Rifle 
Radio Telephone Operaor 
Sqdn or Bo Persomel Officer 
Sqdn or Bo lrteligence Officer 
Sqdn or Bo Operaions Officer 
Sqdn or Bo Logicial Officer 
Sqdn or Bo Civil Affairs Officer 
SmalArms 
Special Forces 

SOP Stalclcl"d OpercDlg Proce<Ue 
SP Self Propeled 
Sqdn S(JJa<ion 
STZ Special T ac1ical Zone 
SVAF Souh Vietnamese M Force 
TAC Tactical A't Control 
TC Tr~Corps 
TOY Tl!IJ1)0r.-y !My 
TF Task Force 
TOC Tactical OpercOlllS Certer 
TO&E Table of Orgcnzalion n1 (~ 
TOE same as TO&E 
Trp Troop 
UH Utily Heicopter 
USAF Unled Staes M Force 
VC Vietnamese COflllTUlist 
VHF Very High fre<µ!OCV 

VA VISUal Reconnaissance 
WABTOC ~ed By Theaer of Operaions 

WP Whte Phosphorus 
XM Elcperineftal 
XO Execuive Officer 

1 
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