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Gen. Thieu is inauqurated as Fresident and Air Vice
varstal Ky as vice President of the Republic of
Yietnam,

Operation SCOTLAND beqins, The U.S. 3rd Marine
pivision operation in the westernmost portion of
Quang Tri Province is centered on the Khe Sanh
area. The operation terminates on 31 March 1968
vith the commencement of TESASUS on 1 April 19686.

Operation WENTUCKY begins as a continuing ¥.S.
Americal Civision operaticn in the Con Thien area.

A dafector from the NYA 66th Regiment indicates
that his and four other regiments are converging
on Dak To and the nev CIDG camp at Ben Het. The
.S, 4th Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne
Division is ordered to meet the 2nemy threat.

Tha Viet Cong break off a five-day attack on Loc
Ninh near the Cambodian border,

The 4th Battalion establiches a fire base on Hill
R23 west of Ben Het, after enqaging and driving off
the NVA 66th Regiment.

dperation WHEELER/WALLOWA begins. The continuing
U.S. Americal Division (two briqades) operation is
conducted in Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces.

Thrae U.S. Army staff sergeants are released by the
viet Cong in Cambodia in what a VYC bhroadcast Aescribes
as "solidarity and support®" for the strugqle of U.S.
neqros.

“hailand*s Cabhinet gives final approval to the dispatch
of a full Aivision -~ 10,000 to 12,000 men - to Vietnam.

1.S. alrcraft bomb Haiphong's shipyard No., 2 for the
first time.

U.S. aircraft bomb the Bac Mai airfield near the
canter of Hanoi for the first time.

The Viet Cong announces that it will observe cease-
fires at Christmas and during the Western and Lunar
New Year holidays.

Haavy fighting betveen Alliad and ¥orth Vietnamese
troops rages around rak Tc in Xontum Province.
Plements of the U.S. 4th Infantry and tst Cavalry
Divisions, the 173rd4 Airborne Brigade, CIDG companies,
and six ARVN battalions attack and defeat four NVA
reqgiments.

The Cambodian qovernment denlies that its territory
is heing used as a hace of operations by VC and NVA
troops or that Sihanoukville is being used to ship
supplias to Communist forces.
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General Westmoreland says he is convinced that the
vC and NVA were "taking advantage of the eastern
border area of Cambodia, with or without the consent
of the Cambodian government™.

Defense Secretary McWamara confirms that he will leave
the Defense Dapt and hecore president of the ¥World
Bank earlv in 19686.

The enemy overruns the Montagnard village of Dak
Son in Phuoc Long Province killing over 200 and
kidnapping some 400 civilian tribesmen.

Operation EAGLE THRUST begins. The U.S. 101st
Alrhorne Division (less the 1st Brigade deployed
in 1965) is afirlifted fror Port C--pbell, Kentucky
to Vietnam with the move corpletc on 18 Decerber.

Operation YELLOWSTONE begins.
Division operation in War Zone C
terminates on 24 Pebruary 1968.

I+~ U.S. 25th Infantry
ay Ninh Province)

Operation SARATOSA begins. The continuation of the
8.S. 25th Infantry Division operations in the area
vest of Saigon and along the Cambodian border
terminates on 11 March 1968.

Flements cf the ARVN 21st Infantry Division trap

part of a VC main force battalion and a local force
batteslion along the Kinh C Mon Canal, 10 miles
southvest of Saigon, in the largest single engagement
vet in the Mekong Delta.

In a document circulated among United Kations members
in Xev York, the RL? outlines its future political
plans after victory for establishing a "national
union democratic qovernment” in Vietnam.

Operation TNIONTOWK begins as a U.S. 199th Light
Infantry Brigade operation in Bien Hoa Province,
It later includes Tet offensive operations and
terminates on 8 March 1968,

Operation MAENG HO 9 begins. A RCK Capital Division
operation in Binh Dinh Province, it terminates on
30 January 19686.

Operation MUSCATINE begins. The U.S. Americal Division
(one brigade) operation ir Quang Ngai Province terminates
on June 1968,

The 3rd Battalion, 26th Marines conducts p 5-day sveep
to the wvest of the XSCB vith no contact but it does
discover evidence that the enemy vas moving into the
araa in force. R

The .S, 11th Light Infantry Brigade arrives in Vietnam,
taking a position in southern I Corps as part of the
7.5. 23rd (Americal) Division.
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January 24

Januacy 25

January 27

Janvary 29

January 30

January 31

January

February 1

The 0,5, State Department acknovledges that a
joint U.S.-GVN patrol hal entered Cambodian
tercritory during a hattle vith a vie*t Cong
unit fleeing into that country.

Operation JEB STUART begins., This covars the
inisial move of major elements of the 1Ist
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) into I Corps and
their sarly operations there, terminating on
31 %arch 1968.

A GYN convoy arrives in Quang Tri City from
Saiqon, the first to travel by wvay of Routa 1
since it vas cleared.

North Vietnamese forces employing tanks over-

tun a Lao Army post on Poute 9, vest of Khe

Sanh just inside the laos frontier. Pollovwing
the attacr, U.S. aircraft destroy one of five
PT-76 tanks observed inside the RVN, moving along
Route 9 tovard Xhe Sanh, Survivors of the 33cd
Roval Lao Battalion and thelr dependents

flee into South Vvietnam to the lang Yei Special
Porces camp.

The last 1ink of Phase I of the Integrated
Wideband Communications System in Vietnam is
put {nto operation betweer VYung Tau and Pleiku.

The Vietnamese 37th Ranger Fattalion moves fror
Phu Loc to reinforce the U.S. Marine garrison
at Khe Sanh.

1The Communists arnounce their Lunar New Year (iet)
caase-fire is to begin at 0100, running until 0100
on 3 Pebruary 1968,

The 2llied Tet truce begirs at 1800 in all corps
zonas except I Corps.

A series of enemy attacks on towns and installations
in I Corps causes the allies to cancel their truce
at 1100.

Communist forces launch a coordinated, nationwidea
assanlt in South Via+*nam sttacking Saigon, 36 of
44 provincial capitals, S of 6 autonomous cities,
64 of 262 district capitals, 50 harlets, and a
numher of wmilitary installations including most
airfields.

President Thieu declares martial lav throughout
South Vietnam,

To counter the enemy build-up along the DAZ and in

Laos, the U.S. 2nd Briqade, 1018t Airborne Division
is moved to the vicinity of Hve.

U.$. qround forces are cormitted to assist the ARVN
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{n clearing enemy forces vhich have penetrated and
are holding out in the cities of Saiqon, Hue, Quang
Tri{, Kontum, Phu loc, ®y Tho, and Ben Tre.

Enemy forces are cleared from all cities except
Saiqon and Hue.

The U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff request that
Secretary McNamara reduce the radius of the
prohibited bomhing zone atound Hanol and Haiphong.

Poland reiects suggestions for atrengthening the
policing role of the ICC along Cambodia‘s borders.

Operation TRAN HUNS DAO begins. The GVN operation
under the direction of the Jolnt General Staff
employs 6 RVN fiarine Corps, 4 Ranger, and S5
Airborne battalions to defend the Saigon area
during the Communist Tet offensive., It terminates
on 17 February 1968,

Presiden* Thieu creates a Central Recovery
Committee under Vice President Ky, to restore order
and security, assist in reconstruction of urban
areas, and to orqganize People’s Self Defense Groups.
A special task force from the .5, Hission under
Ambassador Komer is to assist and support Ky's
committee.

The enemy launches a heavy artillery assault on the
KSCB and a battalion of the NVA 325C pDivision
assaults Hill 861A, beinq driven off with heavy
losses.

Nang Quang Minh, the NL? rvreprer - tative in Moscow,
states that the aim of the NLP its latest
attacks is to overthrowvw the Sa.ywn government.

A North Vietnamese force, estimated to he of
battalion strength and supported hy 9 tanks, over-
runs the Special Forces camp at lLang VYei, near the
Laos horder a few miles scuthwast of Khe Sanh.

The U.S. State Department reveals that both India
and Poland have refused to accept 0.5, offers of
helicopters and other equipment for use by the
ICC in Cambodia.

A MACY Porvard command post is established at

Phu Bal under General Abrams to supervise the

planned deployment of U.S. combat and logistic
forces in the northern provinces.

The South Vistnamese government begins tic
mobilization of an additicnal 65,000 trodps.

President Thieu says that more U.S. troops are
needad in South Vietnam if the war is to be
ended goon.

The Pentagon announces that, in response to
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Bacch 7

march 8

darch 10

tarch 11

March 18

March 21

Rarch 22

The South Vietnamese Senate rejects (40-3) a
qovarnment request for emergency eaconomic powers.

The headquarters of the U,5, 101st Airborne
Division is moved to the Hue¢ area.

seneral ¥estmoreland appoints Seneral "omyer,
Deputy Commander MACY for Air Operations, as
manager of all “tactical air resources",

4ACY Porward is inactivated and Provisional Corps,
Yietnam (PROYCORPV) is established to control the
U.S. units in northern I Corps.

The Yobile Kiverine Porce shifts operations to near
Cali rLay and Long Dinh towns in Dinb Tuong Province
vhere troops of the M.S. 1st and 2nd Brigades,

9th Infantry Division, patrol along Highway 4 until
16 Mmacrch 1968.

The U.S. 101st Airborne Division, controlling its
ovn 2nd Briqade and the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne
Division, begins to conduct combat and security
operations in the vicinity of Hue and Phu Bai.

North Vietnamese artillery attacks hit 7.S. out-
posts just south of the DHZ.

The Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese overrun the
U.S. radar station at Phou Pha Thi in Sam Neua
Province cf Northeastern laos,

The largest operation to date, OUYET THANG
{Resolved to ¥Win) begins in the Saigon area and the
fiva surrounding provinces, Farticipating are a
total of 22 U.S. and 11 XRVN battalions from the
n.s. 1st, 9th, and 25th Divisions, ARYN Sth and
25%h Divisions, ARVN airborne units, and RYX
Marine Corps. The operation terminates on 15

April 1968.

Operation DUONS CUA DAN (Feople's Road) hegins to
secure and improve Route 4 from the III Corps
boundary south through Dirh Yuong Province to the
Mekong River. The U,S, tst Brigade, 9th Infantry
Division provides security for U.S. Army enaineer
companies making repairs and improvements to
rridges and roadway. The GYN organizes 10 new
Regional Porce companies to assume responsihilicy
for continuing security and raintenance,

The GVN 37th Panger PRattalion repulses a WNorth
Vietnamese probe along the sastern edge of the
Fhe Sanh defensive perimeter.

Presxident Thieu ani.ounces plans t< increase the
South Vietnamese armed forces by 135,0C0C.

The Mobile Riverine base, then located in the Mty
Tho River south of Donqg Tam, is attackad by the
enemy using mortars and recoilless ricrles. The

march 23

March 24

march 30

March 31

narch

April 1

April 2

0SS Benewvah receives two 75 mm recollless rifle
hits ¢hat cause only minor damage.

President Johnson announces that he vill nominate
General Westmoreland to replace retiring Army
Chief of Staff, General Harold Johnson, in

July 1968.

North vYietnamese forces fire 1,100 rounds
{including 92 rockets) into Xhe Sanh defensive
positions.

An anemy ammunition cache is discovered southuast
of Hue vhich contained 76 mm shells used in Russian
PT-76 tanks and 23 mm anti-aircraft ammunition.

Tha U.S. 173rd Airborne Brigade moves into Binh
Dinh Province to relieve the U.S. 3rd Brigade,
ath Infantry Division. The latter joins its
parent division in the Central Highlands, making
the first time that the u4th Division is able to
operate with all three of its brigades together.

President Johnson announces that he has ordered
cessation of attacks on Ncrth Vietnam ®except in
the area north of the derilitacrized zone where

the continuing enemy bulld-up directly threatens
allied forvard positions and where the movemant of
thair troops and supplies are clearly relatad to
that threat”. He asks North Vietnam to respond
positively by agreming to peace talks, 1t the
conclusion of his statement, President Johnson sars
that he will not seek or accept nomination for
another term as President.

The Phu Lam svitching center of the worldvide
Automatic Digital (AUTODIN) Network begins paasing
traffic. It is the first of its kind to be
installed in a combat zone.

Operation PEGASUS/LAR SON 207 is begun by the U.S.
1st Cavalry Division, 18t and 26th Marine
Regiments, the ARYK IIX Aicrborne Task Torce, and
the 37th Ranger Battallion to open Route 9 and
reestablish ground communication with the Khe Sanh
base area. The operation terminates on 15 April
1968 folloving the relief of the seige of Khe Sanh
on R April 1968.

Operation CARENTAN II begins. The 0.S. 101st
Adrborne Division and the 3rd Brigade, 82nd
rirhorne Division mount a combined operation with
the ARVR 1st Division in the lowvlands ofjQuang Tri
and Thua Thien Provinces that terminatesion

17 nmay 1968,

'
After some confusion reqarding the cessation of
the bombing of North Vietnam, the 0.8. Defense
Department states that the President's order
permits bombing in North vietnam south of the
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southern Quanq Nam Province.

The Mobi{le Riverine Porce ccnducts an operation
against the Viet Cong MR 2 headguarters in Giao
puc District of Dinh Tuona Province through 11
ray 1968,

The N.S. State Department arnounces that the 0,S,
delegation to the Paris tal¥s wvith North Vietnam
vill be headed by Averell Harriman,

tnited States ani North Vietnamese delegates meet
in pParis for tte first tinme and agree to begin
substantive zessions on 13 Yay 1968.

»fter tvo days of enemy attacks, U.S. and CIDG
ttoop and vietnamese dependents are extracted
hy air from tha Xham Duc Special Forces camp in
vestern Quang Tin Province.

At the first substantive session of the Paris
neqotiations, Xuan Thuy of North Vietnam and
Averall Harciman of the Urited States present the
positions of their respective countries,

The 1.S. 25th Infantry Division signal site, atop
Nui Ba Den near Tay Ninh, comes undar coordinated
rocket, mortar, and ground assault. The enemy
panatrates the perimeter and severely damages the
radio relay equipment and facilities.

Operation JEB STUART III leqins. The U.§5. 1st
Cavalry Division conducts a continuing operation
alona the border of Quang Tri and Thua Thien
Provinces.

Jperation NEVADA FASLE beqins, The U.S. 101st
Adrhorne tivision conductes a rice-denial
operation in central Thua Thien Province.

premier Nguyen van Loc and the South Vietnamese
cabinet resiqgn at the request of President Thieu
vho asks Tran VYan Huong to form a new government.

Operation MARMNELUK: 1HAUSY tegins. The U.S. 1st
Marine Division conducts a continuing operation
in central Quang Nam Province.

Saveral Viet Cong rocket ant mortar shells strike
the center of Saigon.

Five B5 mm guns are captured by the 3rd Brigqade
A2nd Airborne Division southvest of Hue. This is
the first time such large veapons have heen
captured in South Vietnam.

At the fifth negotiating session in Paris, North
Vietnam’s Xuan Tuy asserts that "any Vietnamese
has the right to fight" the United States "on any
portion of his dear country's territory®™.
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The South Vietnamese House nf Representatives
passes a general mobilization bill making all males
betveen 19 and 38 eligible for the draft.

Allied troops repel a Viet Cong assault on Dalat.

In the first confirmed use of 100 mm quna in II
Corps, the enemy fires 13 rounds into Pire Support
Base 29, 10 miles vest of Dak To in Kontum
Province.

The Australian 4th Battalion replaces the 2nd in
the Royal Australian Regiment operating from Nui
Dat in Phuoc Tuy Province.

L second MUTODIN svitch is activated at Nha Trang.

General Westmoreland turns over command of MACY to
General Atrams,

U,N¥., Secretary U Thant predicts that the Paris
neqotiations vill remain deadlocked for a long time
bhecause each side still seeks a military victory.

Pregident Thieu siqgns South Vietnam’s first general
mobilization law,

Just north of Saiqon, 141 members (about half North
Vietnamese) of the VC Quyet Thang Regiment surrender
to tvo GYN Marine battallions in the largest single
capitulation of the war.

84/

The U.S. command in Saigon reports that 0.5. combat
deaths in Vietnam have passed 25,000,

A roval proclamation promulgates a nev constitation

-in Thailand.

Negotliators for the United States and North Vietnam
report no progress at their tenth session in Paris,

The U.S. command in Salgor announces that the
combat base and airfield at Khe Sanh are heing
abandoned, Henceforth, the Khe Sanh plateau is to
be defended by mobile operations from the nev base
at Ca Lu constructed during PEGASSUS.

At a nevs conference in Paris, lao Prime Minister
Souvanna Phouma calls for withdraval of North
Vietnamese troops from Laos before the bombing of
Horth Vietnam is halted. Given that a cease-fire
can be arranged, Phouma says an expandad ICC
should be provided to anforce the neutralfty
pledqged in 1954 and 1962.

.

Responding to questions, the U.S. State Department
gays that the deployment of the Thai division to
Yietnam vill be carried out as scheduled before
President Johnson's announcement of 31 March 1968,






Auqust 18

Auqust 19

Augqust 22

August 27
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Septemher 13

September 14

inited States that they have reduced the level of
combat and will continue to do so. He also says
that the U.S. intends to limit its troop strangth
in South vietnam to the previouslv announced
ceiling of 5u9,500.

Heavy fightina occurs as South Vietnamase and U.S.
troops pursue a Korth Vietnamese battalion into
the DMZ,

The heaviest fighting in three months breaks out
as Worth vietnamese and Viet Cong troops launch
19 separate attacks throughout South Vietnam.

president Johnson rules out any change in U.S.
vietnam policy until Hanoi wakes a serious move.

Communist rocket fire strikses Saigon for the first
time in two months.

President Thieu states that recent Communis® attacks
are aimed at influencing 1.5, public opinion and
particularly at the Democratic National Convention.
On negotiations, he says: "We will never talk to

the Pront, We are villing to talk to Hanoi®.

The Viet Cong announces that it has begun a nevw
general offensive.

The first municipal elections in Bangkok in ten
years are held with the opposition Democratic
Party vinning 22 of 24 seats.

At a National Day reception at North Vietnam's
emhassy in Peking, Chou Er-lai declares "the

scheme of peace talks in Vietnar" to be "jointly
devised by N.5, imperialism and Soviet revisionism".

Three RP companies attempt a sveep of Vinh Loc
island near Hue hut are pirned down by intense
enemy fire, Armed helicopters from the U.S.
101st Airhorne Division provide suppressive fire
permitting the RP? units tc break contact vith
the viet Conq force estimated at tvo reinforced
companies, possiblvy a battalion.

Jperation VINH 1O0C begins. The cordon operation
is conducted by elemens of the 0U,S. 101st
Airborne Division, U.S. Navy units, and ARVN forces
around ¥irh Loc island about 15 miles east of

Hue. The successful operation ends 20

September 1968 with 154 VC killed, 370 captured
({including 116 memhers of *he infrastructure) and
S6 ralliers at the cost of 2 friendly troops
kxilled and 9 voundad,

South Vietnamese and U.S5. forces penetrate thae
DM2 to forestall an expected enemy influx.

President Thieu announces that he will ask
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former Chief of State BMajcr General Duong Yan
Minh to return from exile to become a
presidential advisor.

The Mobile Riverine Porce amploys the U.S. 2nd
Brigade, 9th Division in Cperation HOMESTEAD, a
search and destroy operation in Kien Hoa

Province that encounters special boat ambush
teams armed wvith RPG-2 and RPG-7 rocket launchers.

Allied forces repel a sustained attack on
Tay Ninh city by North Vietnamese and Yiet
Cong forces.

Tvo thousand U.S. marines are airlifted into
the DMZ to cut North ¥Yietnamese supply lines.

Yuan Thuy, the chief North Vietnamese
negotiator, tells the 22nd session of. the Paris
pesace talks that a bombing halt would be a
first step toward a peaceful solution to the
Vietnam vac.

The U.S. Secretary of Defense says that the 0.S.
troop level in Vietnam has not yet reached the
549,500~-man ceiling but that strength is
continuing to build towvard that levael vith no
intention to lover the ceiling in the foreseeable
future.

Action is bequn in the DMZ by 4000 U.S. Marines
in an attempt to trap a North Yietnamese division.

The 900th 0.S. aircraft i{s lost over North Vietnam.

President Thieu denies regorts that his
government has suppressed an attempted coup
dtetat.

Patrol boats of the MRP penetrate the Cua Long River
on the Ca Mau peninsula in the first of the SEX LORDS
operations.

Communist troops launch their first madjor
ground assault in a month in South VYietnam.

inder the name Operation LIBERTY CANYOK, the
U.S. 1st Cavalry Division begins to move from I
Corps to Phuoc vinh in III Corps. Movement of
all three hrigades and their combat-essential
equipment is completed on 15 November 1968.

Yuan Thuy tells the 28th negotiating session in
Paris that an end to the kombing "would enable the
early discussion of other questions of interast to
both parties so as to gradvally find out 4 just
political settlement of the Vietnam problem™.

President Johnson announces that the Onited States
vill cease "all air, naval, and attillery bom-
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Januarcy 7
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virtual control of the Bolovens Platesu in
southern Laos.

The U.S. command in Saigon announces the end of
intensified bombing of Worth Vietnam after five days.

The South Yietnamese offensive in Cambodia ends
after 39 days.

1972

In southern Laos, Pak Song falls to advancing
Comnunist troops.

South Vietnamese troops are reported to have moved
into northeast Cambodia for the fourth such operation
in tvo months,

Royal Lao forces are driven from the Bolovens
Platean in southern Laos by North Vvietnamese troops
as the last government outpost, Ban Nhik, falls.

Pres. Nixon announces that 70,000 more U.S. troops
will be withdrawvn from vietnam within three months,
leaving 69,000 there by May 1972,

Souvanna Phouma, Premier of Laos, states that Thal
"volunteer"” strength in Laos has risen to about 15
battalions and 18 expected to increase by another

5 or 6 by the end of the month.

A MiG-21 is shot down over North Vietnam by a U.S.
aircraft, the first such occurrence since 28 Harch
1970. :

In Laos, neutralist forces under Col. Devane Sisaspeuth
cut Aighvay 13 between Vientiane and Luang Prabang,
captaring the tovn of Sala Phou Khoun.

In his Address to the Nation, President Nixon promises
that wvithin six months of an agreement, all U.S. and
allied forces will be withdrawn from Vietnam,

prisoners will bs exchanged, a cvase-fire wvill Le

in effect throughout Indochina, and there will be

a nev Presidential election. He also reveals that

an elght-point plan to end the war had been submitted
in October 1971 to the North Yietnamese Paris delegates
but subsequent negotiations have gone on withoot
results.

North Vietnamese delegates to the Paris talks releass
a nine-point peace plan said to have been submitted
secretly to the United States in June 1971.

In Laos, the neutralists® hold on Highway 13 is
strengthened with their capture of the town of
Nuong Kassy.
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At a nev conference in Paris, Le Duc Tho elaborates
on tvo key points of the PPG seven-polnt solution

to the Vietnam problem, i.e., fixing a specific date
for complete vithdraval of 0.S. forces and the
establishment of a governrent of national concord

in South vietnam,

Lao government forces recapture the town of Ruong
Kassy.

The United States ends 29 hours of intensive bombing
ralds against artillery posictions in socthern North
Vietnam and the DnZ.

As the Paris peace talks resume after a one vaek
suspension, North Vietnamese and Viet Cong delegatas
valk out in protest against U,.S. bombing raids over
North Vietnam.

South Vietnamese forces heqgin a drive into Cambodia
to block preparations for a suspected Communist
offensive.

Thai troops are withdrawn from Vietnam.

Royal Lao troops call off their month-~old offensive
in the vicinity of the Plaine des Jarres.

Cambodian Premier Lon ¥ol (declaring himsel€ President)
seizes pover as head of state folloving the
resignation of Cheng Heng, dissolves the National
Assembly, and nullifies the nearly completed
constitution.

The Paris peace talks resume after a three-veek
interruption.

The 100th "protective reaction™ strike by U.S. aircraft
is carried out against North Vietnam,

In Cambodia, an 18-man caltinet is =-nounced with Lon
Nol as president and Son Fgoc Tha as premier.

The U.S. delegate to the Paris talks, William Porter,
announces that the United States is suspending the
talks indefinitely.

President Lon Nol of Cambodia establishes a nev
committee to reviev the previously prepared draft
constitution.

i
North Vietnamese forces open a major driv¢ (the
"Raater offensive”) across the DMZ into Soath
Vietnam employing three divisons supported by tanks
and artillery. . N

South Vietnamese forces atandon the northern half
of (uang Tri Province.
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