
Octoher 31 

~o•ember 1 

N OYemb .. r 2 

Mo•ember 3 

No•ember 6 

Mo•ember 11 

Mo•-ber H 

No•emt,.,r 16 

No•ember 17 

llo•ember 18 

No•-ber 20-24 

No•-ber 21 

(1 "7 

~en . Thien is lnau~nrated a~ Fresident and Air Vice 
~ar5hal ~Y as Vice President of the Republic of 
Vietnam. 

OpAration SCOTLAND beqins. The U.S. 3rt\ Marine 
Division operation in the westernmost portion of 
Quanq Tri Provine" is centered on the ~he Sanh 
area. Th~ operation terminates on 31 "arch 1968 
vith the cornmer.cement of rE~lSUS on 1 April 1968. 

~peration ~ENTUC~T beqins as a continuing U.S. 
lmerical r.i•i~ion operaticn in the Con Thien area. 

A d,.fector from the HVA 6Eth Regiment indicates 
that his and four other reqiments are con•erqing 
on ~ak To and the nev CIDG camp at Aen Het . The 
,, . s. 4th Battalion, SOJrt\ Infantry, 173rd lirborna 
Di•ision is ordered to meet the anemy threat. 

The Viet Cong break off a five-day attack on tnc 
Minh near the Camhodlan bnrder. 

The 4th Battalion establi~hes a fire base on Hill 
R21 VP.St ~f BP.n Het, after engaginq ftnd dri•in9 off 
the HVA 66th ReqimAnt. 

Ope:~tlon WTTEELER/WhLLOWA ~ .. qins. The continning 
U.S. Americal Divisinn (two briqat\es) operation ls 
conducted in Quanq Ham and Quang Tin Provinces. 

Three U.S. Army staff serqeants are released hy the 
Viet Conq in Cambodift in what a VC hroadcast t\escrihes 
as •solidarity and support• for the struqqle of u.~. 
n"!Qros. 

~hailand's Cahinet qives final approval to th~ dispatch 
of ft full t\ivision - 10,000 to 12,000 men - to ViAtnam. 

~.s. aircraft bomb Haiphon1's shipyar~ Ho. 2 for the 
first tim~. 

u.s. aircraft bomb the Bae ~•i airtiel~ near the 
c~nter of Hanoi for the tirst time. 

The Vi~t Conq announces that it vill obser•II! ce.\se­
fires at Christmas and during the Western an~ Lunar 
He w Year holidays. 

H9ayy fiqhtinq bP.tveen Alliad and North Vietna,,.ese 
troops raqes around r.ak Tc in ~ontum Pro•ince. 
llements of the u.s. 4th Infantry and 1st Ca•alry 
Di•isions, the 173rt\ Airborne Briqade, CIDr. companies, 
and six lRVH bftttalion5 attack ant\ defeat four HVA 
r~qiments. 

The Cambot\ian qo•ernm~nt denies that its territory 
is helnq used as a har.e of operation~ by VC and HVA 
troops or thftt Sihanoukville ls heinq osed to ship 
su~pli~s to Communist torcP.s. 

Ho•ember 29 

December S 

December 8 

December 14 

December 17 

December 19 

December 21 

December 24 

Gen~ral Westmoreland says he is con•inced that the 
vc and NVA vere "taking advantage of the eastern 
border area of Cambodia, with or without the consent 
of the Cambodian qo•err.ment•. 

Defen~e Secretary "cNamara confirms that he will lea•e 
the Defense Dept and heco~• president of the lorld 
Bank earl• in 196B. 

The enemy o•errans the Montagnard •illage of Oak 
Son in Phuoc tong Pro•ince killing o•er 200 and 
kidnappinq some 400 ci•ilian tribes~en. 

Operation !AGL! rRRUST begins. The u.s. 101st 
Airhorne Di•ision (less t~e 1st Brigade deployed 
in 1965) is airlifted fro" Port ca~pbell, ~~ntacky 
to Vietna"' with the ff'O•e co"pleted on 18 December. 

Operation YELLOWSTONE heqins. ~he U.S. 25th Infantry 
Division operation in War Zone c (Tay Ninh Pro•ince) 
terminates on 24 February 1968. 

Operation SARATO~A begins. The continuation of tbe 
U.S. 25th Infantry Division operat ions in the area 
v e~t of Saiqon and alonq the Cambodian border 
terminates on 11 "arch 1968. 

F.lements cf the lRVN 21st Infantry Di•ision trap 
part of a vc main force battalion and a local force 
battalion alonq the ~inh C Mon Canal, 1CO miles 
southvest of Saigon, in t~e largest single engagement 
,et in the "•kong Delta. 

In a document circulated amonq United ~ations members 
in ~ew Tork, the NL! outlines its future political 
plans atter victory for e~tablishing a "national 
n nion democratic qo ••rnment" in Y ietnam. 

Operation UHIONTOWK begins as a u.s. 199th Liqht 
Infantry Briqade operation in Bien Hoa Pro•ince. 
It later includes Te~ offensiTe operations and 
terminates on 8 March 196A. 

Operation MA!NG HO 9 begins. A RC~ Capital Di•ision 
operation in Binh Dinh Pro•ince, it terminates on 
JO Januftry 1968. 

Operation MUSCATINl begins. The o.s. Americal DiTision 
(on~ briqade) operation ir. Quanq Nqai Pro•ince t•r~inatas 
nn June 1~6R. 

ThA Jr~ Battalion, 26th Marines conducts~ S-day sweep 
tot.he ve st of the KSCB vith no contact but it does 
t\isco•er e•idence that the enemy was mo•ing into the 
l\t9-'l in force. 

The IJ.5 . 11th tight Infantry Brigade arri•es in Yietnam, 
tftkinq a position in southern I corps as part of the 
IJ.S. 23rd (lmerical) Division. 
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December 30 

December 31 

January 1 

January 2 

January 3 

January , 

January 5 

January 6 

January 10 

The 2Q-hour All1~d Chri~~••~ truce qoes into effect 
in Vietnam. 

The Allies announce a 12-hour extension of the 2Q-hour 
Nev Year truce in respons~ to a plea ~v Pope Paul. 

U.S. military strength in Vietnam totals Q86,000 
(321,000 lrmy; 31,000 Navv; 78,000 Marine corps; 
56,000 Air Force; 1,200 Coast ;uard). Pree World 
str9nq+.h is: lustralian, 6,812; Korean, Q7,80C; 
Nev Zealand, 516; The Philippines, 2,020; an~ Thailond, 
2,2~5. 

1968 

President Johnson says he is "quite encouraqe~" 
by Prince Sihanouk's offer to permit n.s. troops to 
cross the Cambodian border ln pursuit of Communist 
units. 

Hanoi radio broadcasts a 2Q Oecember 1?67 statement 
bv North Vietnamese Poreiqn Minister N~uyen Duy 
Trinh sayinq that Hanoi •vill hold talks with the 
United States on relevant auestions" after an 
nnconditional halt to the bombing and all other 
acts of var against North Vietnam. 

The 36-hour Allied Nev Ytiar truce ends and the 
United States resumes the bombing of North 
Yietnam. 

Sihanouk says he has opposition in his cabin~t to 
his decision to permit u.s. troops "hot pur~~it• 
into Cambodia, 

The White House announces that Ambassa~or Chester 
Bowles vill represent the United States in talks 
vith Prince Sihanouk. 

Cambodia receives a shipment of aircraft and 
anti-aircraft quns from Comwunist China. 

The Soviet Union and the United States exchanq4 
notes concerning the allege~ attack by u.s. 
aircraft on a Soviet ship ir Haiphong harbQr. 

The u.s. command in Saigor teports that u.s. 
strength in south Yietnam has reached Q8~,ooo. 

President Thieu states that Saigon and Hanoi 
should be the principal parties to any peace 
neqotiations. 

Prince Sihanout tells a news conferenc~ that his 
government and the United State~ have reached an 
aqreement on preventinq the var from spilling 
over into Cambodia. 

January 12 

Januarv 13 

J anuory 15 

Januarv 18 

Januar-v 19 

January 21 

January 22 

k 1oint com~un inu~ is i~~u~d in Phnnp, P~nt• 
~o~cribln~ the talks hPtv~~n ~mtas~ftdor ~owl~~, 
Prince Sihanou k and othPr c~~hoc1ian oftici~ls. 
rt s tat es that Rowles amp ► asizec1 that t-he Unit erl 
States ''has no desire or 1nt~ntion to viol,te" 
: ambodian t-erritory anrt hop~s that "fff~ctivq 
~unctioninq of the ICC'' vould avert violati~ns 
of neutrality by forces ofPrating in Ca~ho1ia. 

c~~h~dia makes public~ not~ to the rr.c reaue~tlnq 
~hat i~ investiqat~ Vl~tr1am var incid~n~s tha• 
occur in Cambodia an~ •lgc c~port "•11 toreiqn 
infiltration into the co~~try•. 

Speakinq to a qroup of ne•spoper editors in •aiqon, 
Presl~~nt !hiPu says that peace eftorto for Vl~tna~ 
nuqht to he mad& hy th~ Saiqon Go•ernin~nt and that 
hf has doubts abo11t U.S. negotiations vith 
Cambo~ia. 

•he Poyal Lao garri~on at Naw~ac, 60 miles north of 
t11anq Prabanq, is overrun by Pathe• Lao forces. 

Op~ration CORCNAOO X hegirs. The Mohil~ Ri•erine 
Poree operat9s alonq the ~ach Ruonq Canal in 
vest~rn Dinh Tuonq Provine~ and later ~rives the 
ene~v from ~v Thor Cai Lay, an1 Vinh Lonq ci~ies 
~urinq the ~et offen~ive. The operation terminat~s 
on 12 P~bruary 19~~. 

The Soviet nevs aqency ~ass rev~als ~h~t th~ Sovi~t 
;ov9rnment has s~nt a protest to Washinqton 
accusinq thq United States of planninq to expand 
the Vi~tnam war into Camhodia a~d Lao~. 

Operation ~CLAitt h~gins. The 173rd Airhorn~ 
"riqa~e con1lucts a continuing reconnai~z~ncq-ln­
forr.e operation in suppcrt of paclfica~ion in 
Dinh Thuan Provine~. 

Camho~la charqe~ that q.s. and GVK forr.~s intrude1 
into Cambo~ion territory anJ that three Cambo~i•ns 
•ere killed. 

?0P.nin1 thP. sP.iqe of ~hp Sanh, a prolonqed NVA 
mortar and rocket atta~k ~estroys th- l•r~ent n.s. 
MarinP. am~unition dump anrl a stronq prohin<T ot~ack 
is ma~e on thP. outpost on Hill 861. A ~imultan~ous 
hattalion-slze attack on the village of Kh~ Sanh 
and its CIDG camp is repulsed after partial 
penetration by the enemy. l!ter beatinq off• 
sP.cnn~ attack, the CIDi an~ the District Le•~­
quorters •r~ vithrlra~n into the KSCB. 

OPP.ration Pr.RSHING II beqln~. This co•P.rs th~ 
continuation of the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) operations in Binh Dinh Provinr.P. 
oft•r the ma1or 1ivisinn forces had rleplov•~ 
tot Corps. ~h~ operation t€rmlr~te~ on 2° 
rebruary 1968. 
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January 24 

January 25 

January 27 

January 29 

January JO 

Janua rv 31 

J anuarr 

P'•bruary 1 

Tho U.S. State Oepartment acknovledge~ that • 
1oint u .s.-GVN patrol had entered Cambodian 
territory during a hatt.le vith a Viet Cong 
unit flee inq into that country. 

Operation JEB STUART beginn. This COVBrs the 
ini~ial move of ma1or ele•ents of the 1st 
caulry Di•ision (Airmnbile) into I corps and 
their •arly operations th•r•, terminatinq on 
J 1 ~arch 1968. 

A GVN con•oy arri•es in Quang Tri City from 
5aiqon, the tirst to tra•el by vay of RoutA 
since it vas cleared. 

North Vietnamese for~es e•ployinq tanks o•er-
r11n a Lao Army post on Poute 9, vest of Khe 
Sanh 1ust insi~e the taos frontier. P'o lloving 
the attac►, U.S. aircraft destroy one of five 
PT-76 tanks observed insidA the RVN, movinq alonq 
Route 9 tovard Khe Sanh. Survivors oft.he llrd 
Raval Lao Battalion and their depende~t~ 
flee into south Vietnam to the Lanq Vei Special 
P'orc,.s camp. 

The la~t link of Phase I of the Inteqrated 
Wideband Communications System in Vietna~ is 
put into operation betveer Yung Tau and Pleiku. 

The Vietnamese 37th Ranger Eattalion ~o•es fro• 
Phu Loe to reinforce the u.s. ~arine qarrison 
at Khe Sanh. 

~h~ Communists arnounc~ thbit lunar ~c~ Y~ar (~&t) 
cease-fir~ is to heqin at 0100, runninq until 0100 
on l P'ebruary 1%A. 

The lllied Tet truce b~girs at 1800 in all ~orps 
zones excP.pt I Corps. 

A series of enemy attacks on tovns an~ installations 
in I Corps causes the allle$ to cancel their truce 
at 1100. 

Communist forces launr.h a coordinated, ndtlonvi1a 
assault in South Vi~tnam attacking Saiqon, 36 of 
~4 provincial capitals, 5 of 6 autonomous cities, 
6• of 2•< district capitals, 50 ha~lets, an~ a 
nu,.,her of military installations incl•idinq most 
~ ir!lel~s. 

PrP.sident Thieu ~•clares wartial lav throuqhout 
South Vietnam. 

To counter thP Pnemy build-up along the D"Z ~nd in 
Laos, the u.s. 2nd Briqadc, 101st Airborne Division 
is move~ to the vicinity of Hue. 

U.S . qround forces are co•mitted to assist the ARYN 

Fehruarv 2 

~ebruary J 

!'ebruary q 

February 5 

P'ebruary 6 

P'ebruarv 7 

P'ebruary 9 

February 11 

P'ebruarv 13 

in clearinq enemy forces vhich have penetrated and 
are holdinq out in the cities of Saiqon, Hue, Quanq 
Tri, Kontum, Phu Loe, "Y Tho, and Ben Tre. 

Enemy forces are cleared from all cities except 
5aiqon and Hue. 

The U.S. Join t Chiefs of Staff request that 
Secretary "cNamara reduce the radius of the 
prohibit6d bomhing ~one around Hanoi and Haiphong. 

Poland reiects suggestions for atrengtheninq the 
policinq role of the tee alonq Cambodia's borders. 

Operation TRAN KUN; DlO beqins. The GYW operation 
under the direction of the Joint General Sta!{ 
employs 6 RVN r.arine Corps, 4 Ranger, and 5. 
Airhorne battalions to defend the Saigon area 
durinq th~ Communist Tet offensive. It terminates 
on 17 Februftry 1968. 

Presiden• Thieu creates a Central Reco•ery 
Committee un~er Vice President Ky, to restore order 
and security, assist in reconstruction of urban 
areas, and to orqani~e People's Self Defense r.roups. 
A special task force from the U.S. "ission under 
Amhassador Komer is to assist and support Ky's 
committee. 

The enemy launchos a heavy artill~ry assault on the 
KSCB and n battalion of the NVl J25C Di•ision 
as~aults Hill 861A, being driven off vith hea•y 
losses. 

nanq ouanq Minh, the NLI' representative in Moscow, 
states that the aim of the NlP' in its latest 
attacks i~ to o•erthrov the Saigon government. 

A North Vietnamese force, estimated to he of 
battalion strength and supported hy 9 tanks, o•er­
runs the Special rorces camp at Lang fei, near the 
Laos harder a fev miles scuthvest of Khe Sanh. 

The U.S. State Department re•eals that both India 
and Poland have refused to accept u.s. offers of 
helicopters and other equip~ent for use bT the 
ICC in Cambodia. 

~ ~ACV Forward command post is established at 
Phu Bai under General lbrams to supervi~• the 
planned deplo,ment of u.s. combat and logistic 
forces in the northern provinces. 

' The South Vietnamese government begins t~e 
mobilization of an additicnal 65,000 trodps. 

President Thieu says that more u.s. troops are 
need~~ in South Tietnam it the war la to'be 
ended soon. 

The Pantaqon announces that, in response to 
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Pebruary 16 

Pebru arf 17 

Pebroar, 19 

February 23 

Pebruarf 24 

l'ebruarf 25 

Pebruar., 26 

Pebruar., 27 

r.eneral Westmoreland's request for a~ditional 
troops, an imme diate airlift •ill be made of 
10,500 -- a brioada of the 82nd Airborne 
Division and a ~arine regimental landinq team. 

:>peration COR ON ADO XI begins. 1he Mobile 
Riv~rine •Poree, operating •ith ele~ents of ARVN 
9th and 21st Divisions, conducts riverine, air 
and ground search operations in Cai Rang and 
Phung Kieo Districts of Phong Dinh Province to 
locate an~ destroy Viet Conq MR 3 headquarters 
and to cordon and search Cu Lao "a• island in the 
Bassac River southwest of Can Tho. The operation 
to relieve ene~y pressure on the city of Can Tho 
terminates on 6 "arch 1968. 

:>peration "AENl ttO begins. The operation of the 
Roi Capital Division in Binh Dinh Province 
terminates on 1 "arch 1968. 

Operation TRl~ KUN1 DAO II begins . This is a 
continuation of T~Af KUNG DAO in the Saiqon ~r"a 
vith slightly reduced forces. It terminates on 
8 !'larch 1 96ij. 

The Viet Cong attack Tan Son Nhut airbase, 1u~t 
outside Saigon, vith mortar and rocket fire. 

The U.S. "arine 27th Regi"ental Landing Team 
comoletes its ~ovement by air from California 
to Oa Maner. 

;enqral Wheeler, Chairman of the JCS, arriv~s in 
Saigon to review the military situation and man­
power needs. 

The ~SC~ receiv6S a r'3cord numher of incomin<j 
rounds -- 1307 for the day -- and the first 
siqns appear of an enemy trench syst~m. 

o.H. secretary·General U thant i~sues a reoort 
on his 8-21 Fehruar, peace mission to varioqs 
vorld capitals sarinq that, if the United 
States ende~ the bomhing •nd var acts aqainst 
North Vietnam, he vas ''more than evP.r convincP~" 
that •meaningful talks vill take place -- perh•ps 
~•~n vith in a Matter of a fev days". 

,aneral Westmoreland says that additional u.s. 
troops "•ill probably be re~uired• in VietnaM. 

The u.s. 3rd Briqade, 82nd Airborne Division 
completes its mo•e~ent from North Carolina by 
air! arriving at Chu Lai. 

The last enem• troop~ are cleared from the city of 
Rue. The Imperial Citadel had heen cleared the 
previous day. 

The G'fN replaces a number of Corps commanders and 
Pro•ince chiefs. 

Pebruar y 28 

February 29 

!'ebrnary 

~arch 1 

~arch 6 

U.S . ~ources in Saigon re~ort that American 
advisor~ are on the qroun~ in Laos coor~in~tinq 
u.s. air strikes aqain"t NVA-Pathet Lao forces 
attackinq Lao Army positicns. 

Upon his return fro~ his trip to Vietna"•, ;~n~ral 
~heeler delivers a re µnrt to Presid~nt Johnson 
repre~enting his an~ ;eneral westmoreland's viev 
that an additional 206,756 troops (raising •he 
ceiling to 731,756) ar., needed in Vietnam hv th 0 

~nd of 1968, vith roughly half ty 1 "ay 1960. 

The French r.overnment declares that it has 
• specif ic infor~ation• that an en~ to the U. S. 
homhinq of North Vietna~ would be a •necess~ry •nd 
,:ufficient.• condition for the openinq ,,, 
nP.Qotiations on the v~r. 

An ~stimated enemy regiment attempts to attack the 
~see hut is decimated hy "assed artill.,ry and B-52 
strikes resultinq in their defe•t in their ovn 
assault trenches before heinq able to reach the 
base ' s defensive vire. This is the last ma1or 
attempt to assault the isce. 

Prince Sihanouk thraa~ens to resiqn, transferinq 
pover to the anti-Co~munist ;eneral Lon Nol, 11nless 
Communist China an1 •other foreign powers• call off 
the qrovinq Communist quetrilla varfar~ in Ca"bodia. 

Opera•ion NAPOLEON/SALINE b9gins. This is• 
continuina 11.s. ~arine Cotps operation alonn th~ 
Cua Viet River to k~ep it open as a supply line 
of communications to the fort facili•y in th9 
Ooni Ha area of Quanq •ri Province. 

The last link of Phase II of the Inteorat~d 
Wi~~h~nd Communication~ System is activate~ 
betveen Vung Tau and Long Binh. 

Clark M. Clifford is svorr. in as U.S. Secn•tary of 
O~fense. 

Ooeration ~ROON~ CON; DINH beqins. ARV~ unit~ •n~ 
elements of the u.s. 9th Infantry Divi~ion conrluc• 
a continuinq operation in Dinh Tuong an~ Kien Tuonq 
?rovinces in IV Corps that is combined vith DQOKl CUl 
DAN on 21 "a" 1968. 

The South Vietnamese House of Represent•tives 
re1ects (85-10) a request that President Thieu be 
qiven emergency powers to rule by decro-. for on,:, 
rear. 

Th~ AKVN 32nd Regiment, supported by air an1 
artillery, drives off an esti~ated enemy ba~talion 
that had penetrated the city or ca "au in An 
X ny~n Province. 
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!larch 7 

!larch 8 

II arch 10 

~arch 11 

March 18 

March 21 

ft arch 2 2 

The South Vietnames~ Senate rejects (ijQ-3) a 
qov9rnment requt"st for emergency economic pow-.rs. 

The headquarters of the o.s. 101st Airborne 
Division is moved to the Rue area. 

;eneral Westmoreland appoints Jeneral llomyer, 
Deputy Commander MACV for Air Operations, as 
manaqer of all •tactical air resourcAs". 

IIACV Forvard is inactivat•d and Provisional Corps, 
fietnam (PROVCORPV) is established to control the 
u.s. units in north•rn I Corps. 

The ~obile ~iverine Force shifts operations to near 
Cai Lay and Lonq Dinh tovns in Dinh T"ong Province 
•here troops of the n.s. 1st and 2nd Br1gad8s, 
9th Infantry Division, patrol along Highway ij until 
16 !larch 1968. 

rhe u.s. 101st A1rhorn9 Division, eontrnllinq its 
own 2nd Srlgade and th~ 3rd Brigade, 8lnd Airborne 
Division, begins to conduct combat and security 
operations in the vicinity of Hue and Phu Bal. 

"lorth Vit>tname,;e artillery attacks hit r1.s. out· 
posts 1ust south of the DIIZ. 

The Path~t Lao and North ViAtnarrese overrun the 
u.s. radar station at Phou Pha thi in Sam Neua 
Provine• cf "ortheastern laos. 

The larqest operatior. to date, OUTET t~ANG 
(Resolved to Wi~ begins in the Saigon area and tha 
five surr~undinq prnvinceF. Participating are a 
total of 22 U.S. and 11 XRVN battalions from the 
o.s. 1st, qth, and 25th Divisions, lRVN 5th and 
25th Divisions, ARVN airborne units, and RT, 
Marine corps. Tho operation terminates on 15 
A11ril 196tl. 

Operation DUO"~ CUA DAN (f.,ople's Road) heqins to 
secure and improve Rou~e 4 from th• Ill Corps 
boundary south throuqh Dirh tuonq Province to the 
Mekonq River. The u.s. 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry 
Division provides "ecurity for U.S. Army enqineer 
companies makinq repairs and improvements to 
bridges and roadway. The GYN orqanizes 10 new 
Regional Force companiP.s to assume responsihility 
foe continuinq sec11rity and "aint~nance. 

The GVN 37th P.anqer ~attalion rP.pulses a North 
Vietnamese probe alonq the ,astern e~qe of th~ 
~hft Sanh ~efensive perimetPr. 

Pre,.idP.nt Thieu an:.ounce$ phm; H incnase th r 
South Vietnames~ ar"ed forces by 135,0CC. 

The "nbile Riverine base, then located in the "Y 
Tho River south of Donq Tam, is attack•d by the 
e~~m, usinq mortarti and roeoilless riiles. Th~ 

"arch 2J 

ftarch 24 

"arch 30 

~•rch 31 

M11rch 

loril 1 

l pr il 2 

USS Benewah receives two 75 mm recoilless rifle 
hit~ that cause only minor damage. 

President Johnson announces that he will nominate 
Gener11l Westmoreland to replace retiring lrmr 
Chief of Staff, ~eneral Harold Johnson, in 
July 1968. 

"orth ,1etnamese forces fire 1,100 rounds 
(includinq 92 rockets) into ~he Sanh defensive 
positions. 

An enemy ammunition cache is discovered southwest 
of "ue which contained 76 mm shells used in Russian 
PT-76 tanks and 2J mm anti-aircraft ammunition. 

Th~ U.S. 173rd lirhorne Brigade moves into Binh 
Dinh Province to relieve the U.S. 3rd Brigade, 
lth Infantry Division. The latter joins its 
parent div i sion in the Central Highlands, making 
the first time that the 4th Division is able to 
operate with all three of its briqadeG together. 

Pre,;ident Johnson announces that he has ordered 
cessation of attacks on Ncrth Vietnam •except in 
the area north of the de"ilitarizad zone where 
the continu i nq enemy builrl-up directly threatens 
allied forward positions an~ where the movem4nt of 
th~lr troops and s"pplies are clearly relat4d to 
that threat•. He asks North Vietnam to respond 
positively by agre~ing to peace talks. lt the 
conclusion of his statement, President Johnson says 
that be will not sP.ek or accept nomination for 
another term as President. 

The Phu Lam svitchinq center of the vorldvid~ 
Automatic Diqital (AUTODI") ~etwork begins passing 
traffic. It is the first of its kind to be 
installed in a combat %one. 

Operation PEGASUS/Llft SON 207 18 begun by the U.S. 
1st Cavalry Division, 1st and 26th "arine 
Regiments, the lRVN III Airborne Task Force, and 
the 37th Ranger Battalion to open Route 9 and 
re-.stablish groun~ communication vith th• Kha Sanh 
b~se area. The operation terminates on 15 April 
1968 followinq the relief o! the seige o! Kha Sanh 
on A April 1968. 

Operation CAR?NtAK II begin!. The U.S. 101st 
Airborne Division and the 3rd Brigade, 82nd 
Airborne Division mount a combined operation vith 
the ARVN 1st Division in the lowlands of \ Ouang Tri 
and Thu• Thien Provinces that terminates on 
17 !lay 1968. 

After some confusion reqarding the cessation of 
the bombinq of North Vietna", the o.s. Defense 
Derartment states that the President's order 
permits bombing in North Vietnam south of the 
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April 3 

April , 

lpril 5 

l pril 8 

April 10 

lpril 11 

lpril 15 

April 16 

20th parallel. 

In an official Vietnam Hews Agency broadcast from 
Hanoi, North Vietnam offers to send representati•es 
to meet vith n.s. represer.tati•es. 

President Johnson announces that "the o.s. is 
ready to send its represantati•es to any forum, 
at any time, to discuss the means of bringing 
this var to an end". ,1sc, he says that the U.S. 
vill establish contact with the representati•es of 
North Yietnam and suqgests Gene•a as a meetinq 
site. 

Ri•er lssault Di•ision 92 carrying the o.s. 2nd 
Battalion, 47th Infantry is ambushed at the cross­
roads on the Song Ba Lai in True ~iang District of 
~ien Hoa Pro•ince. The 2nd Battalion is reinforced 
with the 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry and the 
enemy e•entually withdraw under co•er of darkness . 
The two battalions continue to sveep the marshes 
sooth of the sonq Ba Lai through 7 April 1968. 

In an interview with Charles Collingwood of CBS, 
North Vietnamese Po r eign ~inister Nguyen Duy 
Trinh suqqests Phnom Penh, Cambodia as a meeting 
site. 

Operation TOlN THANG (Complete Victory) beqins. It 
is a combined lRVN III Corps and O.S. II Field 
,orce offensi•a to destroy VC and NVA forces within 
the Capital "ilitary District. The larqest 
operatior to date, in•ol•ing 42 U.S. and 37 RVN 
battalions, terminates on 31 "ay 1968. 

Operation BURLINGTON TRAIL beqins. The U. S. 198th 
Briqade of the Americal Di•ision conducts a combat 
sweep in Quanq Tin Pro•ince along the Quang ,am 
Pro•ince torder. 

Th• Delta "ilitary Assistance command (head~d by 
the senior ad•isor to IV Corps, Mo1or Georges. 
Eckhardt) is established to control u.s. lrmy units 
based in the Mekong Ri•er Delta. 

Pre8ident Johnson announces the appointm~nt of 
General Creighton Abrams to replace General 
Vestmoralan1 as COMUSMAc,. 

Ranoi proposes Warsaw as the site for the 
initial US-ORV contacts, vith the U.S. responding 
that it prefers a neutral site with adequat~ 
communications facilities. 

Roate q is opened between ~he Sanh and Ca Lu. 

Operation SCOTLAND II bqqins. This co•ers 
continuinq u.s. "arin~ Corps operations around 
~be Sanh upon termination of PE~ASOS. 

The 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry Reqiment arrives 

1 pril , a 

April 19 

April 25 

April 26 

April 27 

April 28 

May 3 

"ay 4 

in Due Pho from Hawaii fot assignment to th 6 11th 
Light Infantry Brigade of the 23rd (Americal) 
Division. 

Fresident Johnson conf~rs in Honolulu vith U.S. 
military commanders in South Vietnam. 

Thq u.s. 9th Division captures a North Vietnamese 
soldier in rv corps confirming that Viet Conq forces 
there are beinq reinforced from North Vietnam hy 
other than key cadre or advisory personn~l. 

Operation DELAWlRE/LAM so~ 216 teqins. A combined 
reconnais~ance by forca irto the A Shau Valley is 
conducteJ by the u.s. 1st cavalry Division, 101st 
Airborne Division , elements of the 19~ th Li~ht 
Infar.try Briqade, and the ARYN 1st Di•ision,,nd 
Airhorne Task Force Bra•o. The objecti•e is to 
preempt enemy preparations for an attack on Hue by 
~estroyinq the large ene~y loqistic bas~ constructed 
in the valley. rhe operation terminates on 17 ~ay 
1 9fi8. 

United States and North Vietnamese diplomats ~eat 
in Yientian9, Laos to discuss the choic~ of a site 
for preliminary peace talks. 

Communist Chinese roreiqn Minister, Ch~n Yi, accuses 
the United States of •trying to gain at th~ 
neqotiatinq table what it could not get on the 
battlefield". 

Hanoi reports state that en 20-21 April the Alliance 
~f National Democratic and Peace Forces met near 
Saiqon and issued a manifesto announcinq that it 
"is prepared to enter intc discussions with the 
U.S. ;overnment" hut that the MLr ~ust he inclu~e~ 
in any settlement. 

rhe u .s. State Department says that tho United 
States is not prepared to Pnqaqe in t•lks with th~ 
Allionce as "it se~ms ob•ious to us" that it i~ an 
artificial creation of the Nrt on~ Hanoi. 

President Johnson announc•s that the Unite~ States 
haR accepte~ • North Vi•tnamene otter to,...,.~ in 
Paris for preliminary talks on 10 ~ay or shor•ly 
thereafte r. 

Vi~t Cono and NVA force~ launch another series of 
nationwide attack~ aqainst 109 wilitary installation• 
and cities in South Viptnam. Stronq attacks •ere 
made against Bien Hoa airtase and in Binh Duong 
an1 Hau Nqhia Provinces with moderately hea•y 
fiqhtinq rPrsistinq around Saiqon for se•aral ~ays. 
lfeavy conta c t occurs also near tonq Ha in the 
northern rortion ot I Cor~s. 

Operation ALLE~ B~OO~ heqirs. The U.S. ~arine 
Corps con<lucts an operation vest of Hoi :An in 
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"av 7 

"ay 1 O 

~a, 12 

~av 13 

"ay 14 

~ay 17 

ftay 18 

ftar 19 

ftav 22 

ftay 27 

southern ouanq Wam Province. 

The Mobilo Riverine 1orce ccnducts an operation 
against t~e Viet Cong "R 2 h~adquarters in ~iao 
Due Di~triet of Dinh Tuona Province through 11 
~ay 196~. 

The n.s. St~te Department •~nounees •h~t th~ Q.S. 
del8q•tion to the Paris tal ►. s with North Vietnam 
will be headed by Averell Harri~an. 

~nited States an1 North Vietnamese deleg•tes meet 
in Paris for tte first ti~e and agree to begin 
suhstantive s-.ssi~ns on 13 ~ay 1968. 

~fter two days of ene~y attacks, U.S. and cror. 
ttoor and Vietnamu,e d"p e11dents are e•tracted 
hT air from the ~ha~ Otte ~pecial rorce~ camo in 
western Quanq Tin Pro•ince. 

At the first substantive session of the Paris 
neqotiations, Xuan Thuy of North Vietnam and 
A•erell Harriman of the Urited States present the 
positions of their respecti•e countri~s. 

The Q.S. 25th Infantry Oi•i~ion signal site, atop 
Nui Ba Oen near Tay Ninh, comes under coordinated 
rocket, mortar, and qround assault. The enemy 
penetrates the perimeter and se•erely damaqes the 
radio relay equipment and facilities. 

Operation J~B STUART III tegins. The 11.s. 1st 
ca,alry Pi•ision eondttets a continuing operation 
alnnq the border of ouanq Tri and Thu~ Thien 
Pro,inces. 

~peration NEVADA F-A~LE be~ins. The U.S. 101st 
lirhorne Ci•ision conduct• a rice-denial 
operation in central Thua Thien Pro•ince. 

Pre~ier Nguyen Van Loe and the South Vi~tnamese 
Cahinet rP.siqn at the reque~t of President Thieu 
who asks Tran Yan Huonq to form a new government. 

Operation HAh~tLUKt 1H,Ub~ t~qin5. ~ha u.s. 1st 
Marine Di•ision conducts a continuing operation 
in central Quang Kam Pro•ince. 

Several Viet Conq rocket an1 mortar shells strike 
the center of Saigon. 

Five 85 ~rn guns &te eartur~d by th~ 3rd Brigade 
~2nd Airborne Division southwest of Hue. This is 
the first time such larqe weapons ha•• ~•en 
captured in South Vietnam, 

At the fifth neqotiating session in Paris, North 
Vietnam's Xuan Tuy asserts that "any Vietnamese 
has th• riqht to fight" th• United States "on any 
portion of hi~ dear country's territory". 

~ay 28 

May 30 

June 1 

June J 

June 11 

June 18 

June 19 

June 20 

June 21 

June 26 

June 27 

June 28 

July 3 

Th~ so~th Vietnam•~• House of Representatives 
passes a general mobili%ation bill making all males 
between 19 and 38 eligible for the draft. 

Allied troops repel a Viet Conq assault on Dalat~ 

!n the first confirmed use of 100 mm gun,, in II 
corps, the enemy fires 13 rounds into Fir• Support 
Base 29, 10 miles vest of Oak To in iontum 
Pro•ince. 

The Australian 4th Battalion replaces the 2nd in 
the Royal Australian Regiffent operatinq from Kui 
Oat in Phuor. Tuy Pro•ince. 

l second AUTODIN sviteh is aeti•ated at Iha Trang. 

r.eneral Westmoreland turns o••r eomN.nd of MAC, to 
General Atrams. 

U.N. Secretary U Thant predicts that the Paris 
negotiati~ns vill remain deadlocked tor a long time 
because each side still seeks a military •ictory. 

President Thieu signs South Vietnam's first general 
mobilization lav. 

Just north of Saigon, 141 members (about half North 
Vietnamese) of the vc Ouyet Thang Regiment surrender 
to two GVN Marina battalions in the largest single 
capitulation of the var. 

The o.s. command in Saigon reports that U.S. combat 
deaths in Vietnam ha•• pa2sed 25,000. 

A royal proclamation promulgates a new constitution 
4n Thailand. 

Neqotiators for the United States and Korth Vietnam 
report no progress at their tenth session in Paris. 

The u.s. command in Saigor announces that the 
combat base and airfield at ihe Sanh are heing 
aband oned. Henceforth, th4 ~he Sanh plateau is to 
be defended by mobile operations from lh• n•• base 
at Ca tu constructed during PEGlSOS. 

At a news conference in Paris, tao Prime Minister 
Sou•anna Pbouma calls for vitbdra•al of North 
Vietnamese troops from taos before the bombing of 
North Vietnam is halted. Gi ven that a cease-fir• 
can be arranqed, Phouma says an expanded ~cc 
should be pro•id•~ to ~nforce the neutr•l~ty 
pledqe~ in 1954 and 1962. 

Respondinq to gu~stions, the U.S. State Department 
s&ys that the deployment of the Thai division to 
Vi@tnam will be carried out as scheduled before 
President Johnson's announcement of 31 ftareh 1968. 
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July 4 

July 9 

Julf 10 

July 12 

July 17 

July 18 

Juh 20 

July n 

Jal y 26 

July 28 

July 30 

President Thieu and Vice-President Ky arpear together 
~t a ceremony iMuquratinq the People's J. lliance 
for Social Revolution, a union of political ~roups 
supportinq the two men, which is intended to 
become tb9 qovernment party in a two-party South 
Vietnam . . 

The U.S. 2n~ Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st ~arinP. 
Division begins an operation to clear Vinh Loe 
island, 15 miles east of Hue in Thua Thien 
Province. LittlP. contact an~ no organited 
resistance i~ encountered and the operation 
terminates on 15 July 1968. 

The Mobile Riverine Poree begins operations to 
locate and destroy enemy forces and eq~ipment in 
Huonq My and Mo Cay Districts of Kien Hoa 
Province. The u.s. Jrd B~ttalion, 60th Inf~ntry 
and the 4th Battalion, q7th Infantry using boats 
and helicopters search for the enemy through 13 
,Tuly 1968. 

A five-man military tribunal in South ViP.tnam 
tries and sentences to death in absentia ten 
members of the Alliance of Kational, Democratic, 
and Peace Forces. 

Korth Vietnamese and U.S. neqotiators hold their 
13th meeting in Paris without any sign of progress. 

United States B-52 aircraft are used for the first 
time aqainst suspected missile sites in North 
Vietnam. 

North Vietnam releases three U.S. airmen shot down 
over Korth Yietnam. 

Follo•inq their two-day meetinq in Honololu, 
Presidents Johnson and Thieu note that there has 
been no respoRse by North Vietnam to the bombing 
limitation. 

Upon his return to Saigon from the Honolulu 
meetinq, President Thieu says that during 1969 
the Unite~ States will provide ~-16 rifles for 
all South Vietnamese forces fro" regulars 
down to paramilitary unitE. 

The o.s. airbase at Udorn, Thailand is attacked 
by about 20 guerrillas. 

While working on th~ entrance channel to the Dong 
Tam base, the 12-inch pipeline cutterhead dr4dqe 
Thu Bon I is sunk by sappers. 

The Mobile Riverine Force begins offAnsive 
operations in coordination with the 5th Battalion, 
Vietnamese Marine Corps in the Vi Thanh area of 
Chuonq Thien Province. The u.s. 2nd Driqade, 9th 
Division ba,.es on Vi Thanh while the "RP moves into 

Ju 1 y 31 

July 

A uqust 1 

August 2 

Auqu~t 

A uqust 6 

August 9 

Auqust 12 

Auqust 15 

the II Minh forE"fit abou~ SC niles southw~st of Can 
'tho al,,nq vit.h u.s. Arrny, Wnvv r.nrl Air Fore"! unit~ 
and ~VN Marine Corps and Ar~y fcr~es. This is th~ 
first ma1or Allierl around pnnetration of th~ o ~inh 
~rP.a in over ten y~ars. 

At his nevs conference, Pr~ai~~nt Johnson s~ys that 
••~he nu~h~r of North Vi~tra~~se 5oldiers now entering 
Vie!.nam clt th'? enti of the llo Chi l"linh trail is now 
qreater than at any ot~er tirn~ in thi~ var. we 
estimat~d that J~,COC er ,,or~ ~orth Vie~na~e~e 
soldiers ~nter2~ South Vi•tna~ in July". 

The U.S. 1,st. ~rio~~•. ~th rechanite~ Division 
arrives in Vi~tnam an~ iB ar~iqne~ to the XXIV 
corpfi tactical area. 

The rHOE!IIX (fHIION; IIQ~N~) prooram is e,stabli!<h;1 
hv Vietnamese Presidential deer~~ as a co0rdlnate1 
in~elliqPrce and ooeratiQral effort d~signe~ to 
erarlicate the Viet Cong infrastructure. 

r.enoral r.eorqe s. nrovn tEco~es Command~r, 7~h Air 
rorce rerlacirtq G~neral ~omyer. 

The o.s. command in S~igor reports th~ arrival of 
4,~00 additional troop,s, trinoing the total ~o 
541,10C m~n. 

hn A~erican ne~sman is told by an a•1thoritati•~ 
~orth Vietnamese source (ll\ter revealed to be 
Colonel H• Van La of th,. raris deleoation) t.hat the 
rP.duced lavel of military acti•ity in South Yietn•m 
since ~•v 1968 constitut~• a daescalation of the 
var on the Communist side, which the United States 
has iqnored. 

Allied forr.ea be•1in a swe•p of thP A ~h•u valley. 

the Pepublican National Convention adop•s • rlat­
form prnmisinq a strategy in Vietnam ''permittinq a 
proqressive de-~meric~nizntion of th~ v~r" anrt 
ai~ed at inducinn ''the sn,1th Vietname~e to ~~sume 
increased responsibility--•. 

The North Vietnamese return to their ol~ positiQn 
that the United States has no right to e•pe~t any 
d~escalation in return for ending the bombing, 
saying thP. press has made too much of Colonel La's 
statement while not disavowino its content. 

Th~ Provi3ional Corps, Vietnam is desiqnated tXIV 
Corps and, under the operational control of III ~~F, 
assumes command of all qround tactical units in 
northern I Corps. 

Speakinq at a news conference, Defense Secretary 
Clifford speaks on conditions for halting the 
homhinq or North Vietna~ sayir.q th•t al~ thot th• 
tJorth Vietnamese have to do is qet wor~ · to •ho 
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laqu"t 18 

luqust 1q 

luqust 22 

luqust 27 

luqust JI) 

September 1 

September 2 

Septemb"r 4 

S"ptember 10 

Septemher 1 3 

Sept.,mber 14 

Uni~ed States th•t they have reduced the level of 
combat and vill continue to do so. He also says 
that the U.S. inten1s to limit its troop strength 
in south Vietnam to the previouslv announced 
ceiling of 549,500. 

He•vy fiqhtinq occurs as south Vietnam~se ~nd u.s. 
troops pursue a North Vietnamese battalion into 
the P~Z. 

The heaviest fightinq in three months breaks out 
as ~orth Vietnam.,~P. and Viet Cong troops launch 
11 separate attacks throughout south Vietnam. 

Pr~sident Johnson rules out any change in U.S. 
Vietna~ policy unt i l Hanoi ~akes a serious move. 

Communist rocket fire strik9s Saigon for the first 
time in tvo months. 

President Thieu st~tes that recent Communis~ attacks 
are aimed at influencing n.s. public opinion and 
particularly at thP. DeMocratic National Convention. 
On negotiations, ho says: •we vill never talk to 
the rront. We are willing to talk to Hanoi", 

The Viet Conq announces that it has begun a nev 
general offensive. 

The first municipal elactions in Banqkok in ten 
year, are held with the opposition Democratic 
Par~y winning 22 of 24 seats. 

At a National Day reception at North Vietnam's 
emhassy in Pekino, Chou Er.-lai declares •the 
scheme of peace talks in Vifttna~• to he "jointly 
devised by n.s. imperi~lism and Soviet r~•i~lonism•. 

rhre~ RP companies attempt a sveep of Vinh Loe 
islan~ near Hue hut are pinned dovn by intens4 
enemy fire. Armed helicopters from the U.S. 
101~t Airhorne Division provide suppressive fire 
permittinq the RF units tc break contact vith 
the Yiet Conq force estimated at two reinforced 
companies, possihlv a battalion. 

~peration VIMH LDC begins. The cordon operation 
is conduc~ed hy elemen~s of the O.S. 101st 
Airborne Division, u.s. Navy units, and ARV~ forces 
aroun~ Vinh Loe island about 15 miles east of 
Hue. The successful operation ends 20 
September 1968 vith 154 VC killed, 370 captured 
(includinq 116 memhers of •he infrastructure) and 
56 ralliers at the cost of 2 friendly troops 
killed and 9 wound9d. 

South Vietnftmese and U.S. forces penetrat~ th~ 
OMT. to forestall an e,oected enemy influr. 

President Thieu ann~unces that he vill ask 

September 16 

Septemher 17 

September 18 

September 25 

September 27 

September 30 

October 10 

October 18 

October 26 

:>ct ober 28 

October 30 

October 31 

former Chief of State ftajcr General Duong fan 
Minh to return from exile to become a 
presidential advisor. 

The ftobile Riverine Force ,mploys the u.s. 2nd 
Brigade, 9th Division in Cperation HOMESTEAD, a 
s earch and destroy operation in Kien Hoa 
Province that encount~rs special boat ambush 
teams armed with RPG-2 and RPG-7 rocket launchers. 

Allied forces repel a sustained attack on 
Tay Ninh city by fforth Vietnamese and fiet 
Cong forces. 

?wo thousand u.s. ftarines are airlifted into 
the DftZ to cut fforth Vietnamese supply lines. 

Xuan Thuy, the chief North Vietnamese 
negotiator, tells the 22nd session of . the Paris 
peace talks that a bombing halt vould be a 
first step toward a peaceful solution to the 
Vietnam var. 

The u.s. Secretary of Defense says that the U.S. 
troop level in Vietnam has not yet reached the 
549,500-man ceiling but that strength is 
continuing to build toward that level vith no 
intention to lover the ceiling in the foreseeable 
future. 

Action is begun in the DMZ by 4000 o.s. ftarines 
in an attempt to trap a fforth Yietnamese division. 

Th• 900th o.s. aircraft is lost over worth Vietnam. 

President Thieu denies re,orts that his 
government has suppressed an attempted coup 
d'etat. 

Patrol boats of the ftRF penetrate the Cua Long River 
on the Ca ftau peninsula in the first of the 5!A LORDS 
operations. 

Communist troops launch their first major 
ground assault in a month in South Yietnam. 

Dnd9r the name Operation LIBERTY CANTO", the 
U.S. 1st Cavalry Division begins to move from I 
Coros to Phuoc Vinh in III Corps. ~ovement of 
all three hriqades and their combat-eRsential 
equipment is completed on 15 "o•ember 196~. 

Xuan Thuy tells the 28th neqotiating sess{on in 
Paris that an end to the tombing ••ould enable the 
early discussion ot other questions of inter4st to 
both parties so as to gradually find out a just 
political settlement of the Vietnam problem•. 

President Johnson announces that the United States 
vill cease "all air, na•al, and artillery bom-
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No•ember 1 

NoYembar 2 

lloYember 3 

IOYember s 

lo•ember 7 

No•ember 8 

No•ember 9 

loY.,,.ber 10 

NoYember 13 

1IOY8'"ber 15 

lloYember 16 

. .. , ~ 

hatdment of North Vietr.am" as of 8 d.m. (Washinqton 
time), 1 1;ovember Hod. 

o.s. officials indicate that American forces will 
continue to bomb Communist supply lines in Laos and 
will continue reconnaissance flights ovPr rorth 
Vietnam. 

The North Vietnamese delegation at Paris announces 
that a ffl<'etinq including rEpresentativos of the 
ORV, NLP, U.S. and RVN will be held in Paris, not 
earlier than 6 No•emb~r 1968. 

Operation SF.A~CH TURN heqins. The first of the SEA 
LORDS harrier campaigns iE" fi•e-day u.s. and 
Vietnamese Ha•y operation to interdict the waterways 
and canals in Kien Giang fro•ince along the Cambodian 
border an1 to secure the canals runninq between 
Ra Tien and Rach ~ia. 

President Thieu tells ~he South Vietnam National 
Assembly that his government ·•ill not attend the 
Paris meetinq scheduled for 6 November 19~d it the 
NPL attends as a separate deleqation. 

The NLP agrees to participate in e1pand~d p-.4ce 
talks. 

Tb~ e1panded Paris peace talks are postponed 
indefinitely because of Scuth . Vietnam's refusal 
to participate. 

Prince Sihanouk says he •ill free 11 captured U.S. 
ser•icemen if the United States promises not to 
homh Cambodian villao~s. 

President Thi~u proposes a new phase of the peace 
talks consistinq of tvo delegations: th~ lllies 
headed by the RVN and includinq the Onited States, 
and the Communist. side headed by the PRV an1 
includinq the NLP. North Vietnam rejects th8 idea 
sayinq that a 8ingle Communist delegation is 
unacceptable. 

south Vietnam protests the Communist shellinq of 
populated areas since the bombing halt. 

Communist forces shell u.s. "arine positions from 
within the O"Z• 

The United States charges th~t North Vietnamese 
acti•ity in the D"Z fails to li•e up to the terms of 
the bombinq halt agreement. 

The COMMANDO HUNT proqram begins. The dry ~eason phase 
of the air interdiction campaign in Laos employinq 
IGLOO WHITE sensor fields terminates on JO Arril 1969. 

Operation TRAN HUNG 010 beqins. This is the second 
SEl LORDS barrier operation in the western "ekong 

Novemher 26 

No•ember 27 

November 30 

November 

December 2 

December 3 

December 6 

December 8 

December 11 

December 16 

December 18 

0,,1 ta. 

The s•ate Department issues a statement to clarify 
th" U.S. position on the Faris talks and the rrake­
up of the resp~ctive deleQations. Th~ statnment 
says that the GVN voulrl "take the lead" in matters 
of ''principal concern to !outh Vietnam" an1 r~pgats 
th•t the United States vill not impos~ a coalition 
qov~rnment on S011th ViPtnnm 

South Vietnam's roreiqn "inister Tran Chanh Thanh 
announces that the RVN will oarticipate in the 
Paris peace talks since the U.S. statement of 
26 No•Ember has satisfied Saigon's earlier 
ob1ections. 

South Vie•namese Pr@si~ent Thieu appoints Vic~­
President Ky to oversee the SVN delegation to 
the P•ris p~ace talks. 

The u .s.s.R. and Horth Vietnam announce an aid 
a qreement under which ~he u.s.s.R. vill provide 
larq~ quantities of rrilitary equiprrent anrt 
ci•ilian qood,s. 

~he Royal Lao ~rmy intPlliqence chief says that 
fout:' North Vietnar'lese reqiments are or~ratinq 
1 n Laos. 

The first- automatic lonq-distance telephone 
svitchino center is completed •t Banq Pla, 
near Banqkok, Thailand. 

The GVN announces ~hat it will ohgerYe a 24-hour 
truce at Christmas. The u.s. Command states that 
u.s. force~ will obsPr•~ the c~•s~-tire. 

rhe Royal Lao Army chi~t cf staff announces that 
Communist Chinese troops have entered Laos. 

~p~ration GIANT SLINGSffCT begins. Th~ third seA 
LORDS harrier is establishe~ along thq Yam Co Tay 
an1 Yam Co Oonq ri•ers to· interdict enemy rout~s 
lea~inq !com the Cambodian Parrot's Be"k into the 
III Corps area of South Vietnam. 

Yice-PresidAnt Ky arri•es in Paris to lead the 
South Vietnamese neqotiatinq team. 

rhe u.s. "ission is Saiqon announces that 73. l 
percent of the south Vietrarrese population are 
li•inq in relatively s~cure areas, 13,J percent 
in con~ested areas, an1 the remaininq 13.~ 
perr.ent un~er vc control. 

The ~inqs of Thailand and La~s l!'eet on the ~ekong 
Ri•er to inauqurate an electric pover link het~~en 
thft tvo countries. 

so,1th Vietnam's Premier Tran Van Huonq ,ays he is 
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Dece111ber 30 

Janaary 3 

Janaary 7 

Janaary 11 

January 13 

January 1' 

January 19 

January 21 

January 25 

Janaary 31 

rebruary 2 

•irtasl control of the Bolo•ens Plateau in 
soathern taos. 

The o.s. co..,,and in Saigon aMoances the end of 
intensified bombing of Jlorth Vietna111 after fi•• days. 

the South Vietnamese offensi•• in Cambodia ends 
after 39 days. 

1972 

In southern Laos, Pak Song falls to ad•ancing 
Colllfflunist troops. 

Soath YietnaNese troops are reported to ha•e mo•ed 
into northeast Cambodia for the foarth such operation 
in two IOOnths. 

Royal Lao forces are dri•en from the Bolo•ens 
Plateaa in southern Laos by North Vietnamese troops 
as th• last go•ernment outpost, Ban ~hit, falls. 

Pres . Mixon aMoances that 70,000 more o.s. troops 
vill be withdrawn from Vietnam within three months, 
leaving 69,000 there by ftay 1972. 

Sou•anna Phoama, Prelllier of Laos, states that Thai 
••olunteer" strength in Laos has risen to aboat 15 
battalions and is expected to increase by another 
5 or 6 by th• end of the 1110nth. 

l MiG-21 is shot down o,er North Vietnam by a o.s. 
aircraft, the fir ■ t ■uch occurrence since 28 narch 
1970. 

In Laos, neatralist forces under Col. Deuane Sisaspeuth 
cut Rigbway 13 between Vientiane and Luang Prabanq, 
captaring the town of Sala Phoa ihoun. 

In his lddres■ to th• N~tion, President Niron promises 
that within six months of an agreement, all o.s. and 
allied forces •ill be withdrawn from Vietnam, 
prisoners •ill be •rehanged, a c~•••-fire vill ta 
in effect throughout Indochina, and there •ill be 
a ne• Presidential election. He also re•eals that 
an eight-point plan to end the war had been sublllitted 
in October 1971 to th• North Yiatname■e Paris delegates 
but subseqaent negotiations ha•• gone on without 
results. 

North Vietnamese delegates to the Paris talks release 
a nine-point peace plan said to ha•• been submitted 
secretly to the Onited State■ in June 1971. 

In Laos, the neutralists• hold on Highway 13 is 
strengthened with their capture of the town of 
ftuonq iassy. 

February 13 

February 17 
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Pebruary 

ftarch 6 

ftarch 10 

narch 16 

!-larch 19 

March 20 

narch 23 

narch 2• 

ftarcb 31 

l pril 2 

At a nev conferencP. in Paris, Le Due Tho elaborates 
on tvo key points of the PPG se•en-point solution 
to the Vietnam problem, i.e., fixing a specific date 
for complete withdrawal of O,S. forces and the 
establishment of a qo•ernment of nationa~ concord 
in South Vietnam. 

Lao qo•ernment forces r•capture the town of ftuonq 
~ass,. 

The United States ends 29 hours of intensiYe bombinq 
raids aqainst artill~ry positions in southern Jlorth . 
Vietnam and the DftZ. 

As the Pari~ peace talks resume after a one week 
suspension, Borth Vietnamese and Yiet Conq delegat~s 
walk out in protest against U.S. bombing raids o,er 
North Vietnam. 

South Vietnamese force~ heqin a dri•e into Cambodia 
to hlock preparations for a suspected Communist 
offensi••· 

Thai troops are withdravn from Vietnam. 

Royal Lao troops call off their month-old offensi•• 
in the •icinitf of the Plaine des Jarres. 

Cambodian Premier Lon Kol (declaring himself President) 
seizes pover as head of state folloving the 
resignation of Cheng Keng, dissol•es the tlational 
Assembly, and nullifies the nearly completed 
constitution. 

The Paris peace talks resume after a three-week 
interrupt ion. 

The 100th "protecti•e reaction• strike by o.s. aircraft 
is carried out aqainst North Yietnam. 

In Cambodia, an 18-man catinet is annoanced with Lon 
Nol as president and Son Jgoc Thanh as premier. 

The U.S. delegate to the Paris talks, William Porter, 
annoances that the Onited States is suspending the 
talks indefinitely. 

President Lon Bol of Cambodia establishes a nev 
committee to re•iew the pre•iously prepared draft 
constitution. , 

North Vietnamese forces open a major dri,! (the 
"Easter offensin•) across the DMZ into Sdath 
Vietnam employing three di•isons supported by tanks 
and artillery. 

South Vietnamese forces atandon the northern half 
of Qaanq Tri Pro,ince. 
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I pril 5 

lpril 6 

l pril 7 

lpril 10 

lpril 16 

lpril 18 

lpril 19 

lprU 26 

lpril 30 

!lay 1 

!lay• 

11a, 8 

Soath Yietnuiase Reg·ional P'orces at Loe linh are 
assaaltad by elements ~f the 1,1 5th and 7th Di•isions. 

North Yietnamese forces begin a new offensi•e into 
Binh "Long Pro•ince and cat the main highway between 
In Loe and Saiqon. 

The Cambodian presidential committee submits a draft 
cons tit ut ion. 

ftea•y, sastained attacks on lorth Yietnam are begun 
by o.s. aircraft and na•al gunfire. 

North Yietnamese forces capture Loe Winh, a district 
capital in Binh Long Pro,ince. 

Deep penetration raids into lorth Yietnam ara began 
bf B-52 aircraft for the first time since 10,ember 
1967. 

rull-scal• aerial attacks on lorth Yietnam are resumed 
as tba Ranoi-Raiphong area is attacked by B-52 and 
wa,y fighter-bomber aircraft. 

l lortb Yiatnamase tank assault on ln Loe is repulsed 
as fierce fighting continues in the area. 

lorth Yietnamese shore batteries hit the destrofer 
o.s.s. Bachanan in the Gulf of Tonkin, 

Worth Yietnamese forces o,erran the district capital 
of lloai ln in the Central Highlands and cut Highway 
19 between Qai lhon and Pleika. 

Pr••• Wixon annoanc•• hi• intention to withdraw 20,000 
more o.s. troops in the next two months de■ pite th• 
continaing Jorth Yietna-se offensi,e. 

In Cambodia, a referendam is held that appro,es the 
n•• repablican•constitation that is to go into effect 
on 12 !lay. 

co-anist forces in Cambodia capture Kompong Trach. 

South Yietnamese forces abandon the city of Qaang Tri, 

Royal tao go,erlllllent forces reopen lligh•aJ 13 between 
Yientiane and taang Prabang. 

Another indefinte suspension of th• Paris peace talks 
is called by the o.s. and Soath Yietnamase delegations. 

Tke Dnited States orders 50 additional fighter-bomber• 
and another aircraft carrier to Yietnam. 

In a speech, Pres. lixon says that th• Onited States 
no• bas •a clear bard choice• in Indochina among 
three courses of action: immediate withdrawal, 
c<1ntinaing atte111Pts at negotiation■ , or dacisi•e 

llay 1 0 

11a, 12 

llay 1 3 

llay 23 

llay 25 

llay 29 

June 4 

June 7 

Janee 

Jane 11 

Jane 12 

June 19 

Jane 27 

Jan• 28 

military action. He states that the U.S. goals are 
to pre•ent a forceful imposition of a communist 
government in Sooth Vietnam, to protect U.S. forces 
remaininq there , and to o~tain the release of American 
prisoners. He also announces that he has ordered 
an increase in the bombing and the mining of North 
Vietnamese ports. 

Sooth Vietnamese Pres. Thieu declares martial law 
and replaces the military co"mander in the Central 
Highlands. 

The Cambodian military co~mand reports that Communist 
forces ha•e captured four positions in Takeo Pro•ince. 

South Yietnamese forces begin a series of counterattacks 
in Quang Tri Pro,ince and the Central Highlands. 

The U.S. Defense Department announces that the air 
var aqainst lorth Vietnam has been expanded to 
include new tarqets. 

North 'l'ietnamese assault forces sei%e control of 
scattered areas of Kontum city. 

Presidents Nixon and Brezhne• issue a communique in 
Moscow in which the U.S. view is stated that the 
President's llay e proposals would be the auickest 
vay to bring the var to an equitable conclasion. 

Lon Nol is elected to a full five-year term as 
president of Cambodia with about ssi of the vote, 
26l for In Tam, and 19i for Keo An. 

North Yietnamesa forces are dri•en out of Kontum city. 

l North Vietnamese spokesman in Paris charaes that 
o.s. aircraft had deliberately destroyed dams and 
dikes in North Vietnam. 

rhe D.S. command in Saigon announces that B-52 
aircraft usinq laser-guidP.d bombs had destroyed a 
ma1or hydroelectric plant in the •icinity of Hanoi. 

The road to ln Loe is cleared of enemy troops and 
opened to ci,ilian traffic. 

The D.S. co..,,and in Saigon reweals that ower 150 D.S. 
aircraft ha,e been transfered from Vietnam to Thailand, 

lfter opposition members walked oat, the South 
Vietnamese Senate grants Pres. Thieu authority to 
rule by decree for six months. 

The White Hoasa ~ames Gen. Frederick c. Weyand to be 
co ... ander of o.s. forces in Vietnam, succeeding Gen. 
Creighton lbra~s who beco"es u.s. lrmy Chief of Staff. 

South Vietnamese troops OFen a major dri•• to 
recapture Quang Tri Prowince. ' 
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Jane 29 

Jalr 7 

July 13 

Jalr 19 

Jal T 22 

Julr 2, 

lagast 3 

laqust S 

lugust 6 

luqust 10 

lagust 12 

lagast 16 

luqast 19 

laqust 2q 

laqust 28 

laqast 29 

lt a tele•ised news conference, Pres. lixon says 
that the Paris peace talks will resume on 13 July 
on the assumption that Rorth Yietnam is prepared to 
negotiate seriously. 

Soatb Yietnamese military sources state that contrary 
to pr••ioas reports, the dri•• to recapture Quang Tri 
is stalled. 

Th• Paris peace talk• resume after a ten-week suspension. 

Presidential ad•isor Henry i i ssing•r meets priwately 
with Le Due Tho, chief adwisor to the North Yietnamese 
delegation to the Paris peace talks. 

Ranoi is bombed by o.s. aircraft !or the first time 
in a "°nth. 

secretar, General laldh•i~ of the United Wations 
says he has ••idenc• that the United States i ■ 
~•liberatelr bombing North Vietnamese dikes. 

Saiaon reports that South Yietnamese troops ha•• 
retaken Pire Base Bastogne, lost a week earlier to 
enemr attack. 

South Vietnamese Pres. Thiaa issues a deer•• placing 
new restrictions on the press. 

Rea•y f ightinq is reported in ea.stern Cambodia as 
North Yiatnmesa troops attack Kompong Trabek. 

The Cambodian Gowernment requests o.s . assistance 
in copinq vith the increasing !low o! re!agees 
trom combat areas. l u.s. re•i•• team recommend• 
that assistance be rendered through Onited Rations 
or pri•ate Yoluntary organizations to minimize 
direct o. s . in•ol•ement. 

The last o.s. combat troops l•a•e Yietnam. 

The o.s. lir Poree announces that it has made 
•probably hea•iest raids ewer• ower North Yietnam 
in the pre•ious 2ij hours. 

Kenrr Kissinger arriwes in Saigon for talks with 
Pres. Thieu. 

Communist forces capture Qa• Son, a district 
capital in Quang Kam Pro•inc• in northern South Yietnam. 

Horth Yietnam rejects a South Yietna!Mse offer to 
repatriate 600 disabled !Orth Yietnamese prisoners. 

The Pentaqon reports that a small Chin••• minisveeper 
has entered Haiphong harbor. 

The Whit• Koase announces that a 12,000 man redaction 

Sept••b•r 2 

September 3 
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September 8 

s eptember 11 

September 15 

September 16 

September 17 

September 29 

October 5 

October 11 

October 17 

October 23 

October 2, 

in u.s. troop strength in Yietnu •ill bring tM 
authorized total down to 27,000 hf 1 D•c-r. 

Ranoi announces that it plans to r•l•a•• thr•• U.S. 
prisoners of war, th• tiret to be freed since 1,69. 

Elections are held in Ca•bodia for the lo"r ho••• 
of the lational lsaemblJ. 111 26 eeats are won bJ 
the pro-go•ernment Socio-Bepablican party. 

South ~orea announces that its 37,000 troops reNinin9 
in Yietnam •ill be withdrawn starting in Dece■ber. 

R•a•y fighting occurs as o••r 1000 co-anist troop■ 
attack the district capital of Tien P••oc near Da lang. 

Pood riots occur in Phnom Penh, Caabodia. 

o.s. aircraft destroy the Long Bien bridge o••r t•• 
led Bi••r in downtown Ranoi. 

Soath Yietnam••• troops recaptare t•• dewutatad 
pro•incial capital of Quang Tri. 

Rorth Yietnam••• forces begin an•• offen■i•• in 
southern Quang lgai Prowince. 

Three o.s. prisoner• o! war ara releaeed in Ranoi 
into th• custodr of anti-var acti•i•t•• 

!lectiona are held in Cambodia tor the upper houe 
of the lational Assembly. 111 '° Hats go to 
go•ernment candidates. 

The Cambodian go••rnment announces that its troop• 
ha•• failed to dielodg• Com■aniet forces fro• ln9kor. 

lir Pore• P-111 aircraft retarn to colllbat after 
fi•• dars of tests following the myeterioas 
disappearance of one on 28 September, their firet 
day o! action •inc• 1968. 

Th• Prench diplomatic ■iseion•• ,earters in Banol 
are damaged daring a o.s. reid. 

Preliminarr peaca talks between th• loyal Lao 
go••rnment and and tbe Patbet Lao begin in Yientiene. 

l new Cambodian Cabinet beaded by Rang Than Rak 1• 
presented to Parlia■•nt, Rak s■cceeds Son Igoe ftanh 
who resigned on 1~ October. 

o.s. presidential ad•i•or Renry lissing•~ l•a•e• 
Saigon after fi•• days of secret talks. 

Pres. Thieu, in a nationwide broadcast, aays that 
peace terms reportedly wo rked oat between the 
Onited States and lorth Yietna■ and the Tiet Cong 
are unacceptable. 

! 



October 26 

October 21 

lo•-ber 1 

lo•nber 2 

lo•-ber l 

lo•-ber , 

10•-ber 20 

lo••Nr 25 

low•ber 30 

Dec-her , 

D•c•ber 12 

D•c-ber 13 

Dec•ber 15 
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Hanoi radio reports that a nine-point peace plan 
baa been agreed between the United States and Borth 
Yiatnam; in Washington, Kisaingor tells a neva 
conference that peace in Indochina is •at hand•; 
in Paris, lorth Yiatnamaaa and Tiet Cong negotiators 
daaand that the agr••-nt be signed by October 31. 

The aili.t•rJ' co ... and in .Saigon reports that Communist 
forces ha•• initiated the largest number of assaults 
throughoat the country of any 2-..hoar period since 
the 1968 Tat offanai••• 

D•f•na• Secretary Laird confirms that u.s. bombing 
of North Yietna• north of the 20th parallel has been 
halted. 

In a lational Day apeech, Pr••• Thiea denounces 
th• draft c••••-fir• agr•-•nt u •a surrender 
of the Soath ,1etn••••• people to the Commaniata•. 

In a nationally telawiaad political speech, Pres. lizon 
says that a Yietna-se caaa,...fira woald b• signed 
onl7 •when th• agr••-nt ia right•. 

United States military aoarc•• disclose that 
additional Horth •i•tna-•• reinforc•-nta are 
aowing into Soath Yietnam. 

Th• chief Worth Yiatnaaaae negotiator at th• Paris 
peace talts, Iaan Thay, indicates •illingMss for 
another ceaa,...fira negotiation Maaion pro•idad 
th• United State■ i ■ •••rioas•. 

In•• roan4 of pri•ata peace talla opana in Paris 
between eanr1 Kiaaingar and Le Dae Tho. 

Th• Kiaaingar-Tho talta in Pari ■ and bat are 
■ chadalad to ra■ama on ij December. 

lorth Yiatnaa••• charges that the United States 
haa daadloctad th• Paris peace talks by daaanding 
ba■ic change■ in th• draft agreed to in October. 

Pri••t• peace talta reaa119 in Paria between 
Rener Kia ■inger and ta Dae Tho, 

Soatb •ietnamase Pres. Thiaa propoaea a Christmaa 
trace to be aaintainad indafinitel7 while peace 
talta continaa, 

th• Kiaaingar-Tho pri,ate peace talks in Paris 
are brotan off. 

In the heawiaat raid of the war to date, u.s, 8-52 
aircraft aoant a 16-aiaaion attack on aappl7 bases 
in North Yietnaa. 

In•• intaria conatitation ia pabliahed in Thailand, 

December 16 

December 18 

December 20 

December 22 

December 24 

December 26 

December 28 

Dec.,.ber 30 

December 

January 6 

January 10 

Henry Kissinger says that the cease-fire negotiations 
are stalled because Borth Vietnam reneged on an earlier 
agreement but :,e also admits that South Vietnamese 
objections are serious; in Paris, the Tiet Cong 
accuse the United States of •schemes to reYise the 
contents• of the October peace agreement. 

The White Rouse announces that Pres. Kiron personally 
orders the resumption of full-scale bombing and 
mining in Jorth Vietnam" until such time as a 
settlement is arri•ed at•. 

Pope Paul VI deplores the •sudden renewal of harsh 
and hea•r military operations• in Vietnam. 

The White House says that Pres. Riron is •determined" 
to continue hea•r bombing of North Vietnam until 
it decides to resume negotiations •in a constructiYe 
attitude•. 

Horth Yietnamese chief negotiator Xuan Thuy says 
in a teleYision inter•iew that his country would 
not resume neqotiations with the United States 
as lonq as bombing north of the 20th parallel 
continued, 

The u.s, command in Saigon announces the resumption 
ot bombing of Worth Vietnam after an 36-hour 
Christmas pause; in Washington, a Defense Dept. 
spokesmen says bomber losses ha•e been ranninq 
a bout 2-3'l. 

The u.s. command in Saigon announces the heaYiest 
weeklr 0,5. casualties in nearly tvo years; 7 killed, 
73 missinq, 29 wounded and, since 18 December, 1• 
8-S2 aircraft lost. 

The lhite Rouse announces that Pres. Ki1on has ordared 
a halt in bombing of Borth Yietnam north of the 20th 
parallel and that pri•ate peace talks woald resume 
in Paris on 8 January 1973. 

The first u.s. grant (SS0,000) for refugee assistance 
in Cambodia is made to the International Red Cross 
(ICRC). Subsequently, additional larger grants are 
made to ICRC, the Catholic Relief Ser•ices, and to ClR!. 

1973 

Hanoi radio announces that Premier Pham fan 
Dong has ordered a national e-rgencr to cope 
with the effects of hea,y o.s. bombing in 
December 1972 . 

Thai Prime "inister Thanow ~ittikachorn 
announces that the United States would keep its 
bases in Thailand after a Vietnam cease~fire. 
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