


as possible, since they had difficulty finding the crash site in

1989.

Butler agreed, and on December 16, 1989, I sat and listened,
in awe, at the level of detail he could recall then and what he
had written in his statements in May 1971. He had not seen his
1971 statements when he spoke for 4 hours on the December day.
The aircraft armament, the weather, the ground fire, the terrain
features, the Special Forces team on the ground, the approaches,
the aircraft, direction of attack and effect of the airstrikes,
the FAC and the makeup of the flight crews all poured out of him.
His efforts enabled the American recovery team to go back into
the correct crash site in 1990, however, all that remains are
pieces of the aircraft that could not positively identify it as
65-17607.

I got the impression that Skip was releasing a mass of
suppressed emotion and memories on a rescue attempt that failed.
It was a significant event for me, because I knew from first hand
professional experience of working on fast acting events in the
Pentagon that Butler has little patience with failures.

In May 1971,Butler was assigned as a section leader to D
Company 158th Assault Helicopter Battalion(AHB) 10lst Airborne
Division at Camp Evans, a northern base camp for the 3d Brigade
and its supporting units. D\158th mission was to provide gunship

support to the 3 UH-1H companies in the 158th. The company had



12 AH-1G's and a single OH-6A, which was used for maintenance
runs. D/158th, the Redskins, usually were assigned direct
support missions to one of the brigades of the 10lst Airborne
Division, or general support missions to the division or higher
headquarters.

On May 17th, Butler was gun team lead of the AH-1G's
assigned to provide general support to a classified ground
reconnaissance unit, officially listed as Mobile Launch Team
(MLT) 2 Task Force One Advisory Element (TF1AE), at Quang Tri.
This unit was known to the helicopter crews as Combat Control
North (CCN) and they understood it to be subordinate to the
former Special Forces unit, the Studies and Observation Group
(SOG) . The CCN cadre would ask for Butler by name, to the 101st
ABN tactical operations center (TOC) because they knew he was
prefix 3, Special Forces qualified at Ft. Bragg, prior to going
to flight school. Skip enjoyed this mission because of the great
sense of accomplishment he received from doing it and the
professionalism of the people he covered as they were inserted to
conduct ground reconnaissance in northern I Corps and Laos.
Everyone was thoroughly briefed before going on the mission and
the helicopter crews knew that once the team was inserted, they
had to be ready to extract them at moment's notice.

Don Davis began the day, with what he thought to be a no-fly
day for him. Don was a platoon leader in C/158 AHB, the Phoenix,

and was monitoring the flying assignments of his platoon. On






pilot had accumulated 300 hours on his first flying tour in
Vietnam, he was recommended by another aircraft commander for
consideration.

Foremost in being aircraft commander qualified, was the
pilots ability to demonstrate strong flying skills, which
included rapid and correct response to emergencies, a totally
thorough knowledge of his aircraft and its operational
limitations, safety, and a demonstrated high level of expertise
in correctly and rapidly responding to the challenges of working
in the area of responsibility (AO). All of these skills required
sound judgement.

After being recommended by other AC's, given an evaluation
check ride by the unit instructor pilot(IP), the information was
forwarded to the company commander with the SIP's input. The
company commander was the final deciding authority. One of the
good things about flying in Vietnam, was that the hours were
plentiful and the ability to sharpen a flying skill was up to the
individual, because the hours, environment, enemy threat, and
possible aircraft emergencies were there for the taking.

"There wasn't any special training for pilots to fly the
hazardous CCN missions," recalls Ken Mayberry, who was in C/158
AHB from Feb 70 to Feb 71. "My first month in-country, I flew
constantly, because the Phoenix were having a large changeover in
experienced pilots, and the company commander wanted to pass

around as much experience as possible, before they left to return



to the States." Mayberry's diary, shows that he flew constantly
until he had accumulated a total of 120 hours, then he was held
down, because of the United States Army Vietnam (USARV) directive
that was concerned with fatigue of the flight crews and allowed
only 120 hours per month. "You could rack up 120 hours fairly
quickly, if things got hot and the unit was short of pilots,
considering how missions sometimes ran 8-12 hours," Ken reflected
in September 1992 in his home in Nebraska as he and I looked at
his diary and went through his slides. "You wanted to do CCN
missions, because there seemed to be a purpose in it, the people
were highly professional, and you didn't want to mess up."
"Looking back on my tour, the CCN missions, although pretty
hairy, really helped pass the time, because of the intensity of
the situation."

Ken Mayberry has impressed me since the first time I saw him
at the 1988 Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Reunion at Ft Worth. Ken
has been confined to a wheel chair since 1983, because of
multiple sclerosis; it is a physical, but not spiritual
confinement. He's attitude and outlook on life has always
inspirational. Whenever I get irritated because I can't
exercise, at the pace I want to because of age and girth, I
remember that Ken can't climb on a stair climber or Nordic track
at all.

Skip Butler exuded confidence, then in 1971, as he does now.

He came to Vietnam in December 1970 as a first lieutenant fresh



















































