April 11, 1984

Commander
MILPERCEN
ATTN: DAPC-POS-A

Dear Sir

This letter, along with its attendant documents, constitute a
reconstruction of awards that were previously submitted in 1971 for
service in the Republic of Vietnam and Kingdom of Laos during Operation
LAMSON 719. In addition, it amplifies an inquiry submitted to your agency
on 26 March 1982 by Douglas M.F. Womack.

Because I have not yet been contacted following the inquiry just noted, I
have elected to write for a determination of the evidence submitted.

The disposition of the original award recommendations is indeed
confusing, as I was a signatory for all of the awards contained herein.
Moreover, as the Air Mission Commander for the cited operations, I took
specific action to ensure that witnesses were identified and that
statements were signed. For reinforcement, I point to Enclosure 1 which
is a carbon copy of a statement submitted by the Aviation Offic , 1st
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized), in support of an impact
award for participants on 24 March 1971. I obtained this statement, along
with others, and submitted the package to my commanding officer in late
March 1971. On his departure, the CO even noted on my OER (Enclosure 2,

Continuation Sheet) that I had been awarded two DFCs; yép,\my OMPF only
reflects one. -

Upon assuming the position of Executive Officer in late July 1971, I
found out that, although the impact award had been confirmed by the 23d
Infantry Division (Americal) Awards and Decorations Section, the
individual submissions had not been made. I then drafted, signed and
submitted each and every award for the participants on the 24th of March
(Enclosures 3-6). Because I was then the principle witness, I did not
submit an award for myself; accordingly, I have never had reason to
question why they were not awarded.

The disposition of the awards for events on 18 March 1971 are even more
disturbing (Enclosure 7 & 8). The actions of those involved received wide
attention throughout the command and was the subject of much pride and
discussion within the unit. Indeed, in view of the nature of their
actions, a great deal of effort was made in support of the
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LESBTATINL AT
A% eppreximatsly 1BiS heurs en 24 lareh 1971, a heoavy scout tesm frem C Troop,
2 ef ths 17th Cav eentactod & large ensxy fores in the vicimty of coordirates
XD 6743, One secut alreraft was sheit down, The nzcexd sgout aircraft mansuverad
t¢ dotorsine the fote of the first alroraft and was else shet dowa, A UB=il
atiempted te lamd elsments ef the zerisl rifle plateozn ir the visinity ani was
alse shot dswm., An AB-1G, attempting to supress the croa; was virtwally distroyed
by fire frem twe .51 culitor gun pesitions, A 7ifle compary wad clerted te ncve
axd the 7ict Asceult Hollocepter Compary, whieh was supporting the brigade, weore
out en 10 Gaperate euppert missioms. I 1ssusd aw elsrt call on the sompary UHF
for all aircraft to essambls for an emsrgenrsy oaxbat assault, Within 28 minatss,
the entire £1igkt was sstanbled arxd loaded with troeps, These trecps were inasrtad
in ths vioinily of the downod eiroreft in the face of extreasly heavy ensay fire.
Thyoe ef the 1if{ ships sustsirmed disabling hits durlng the imsortiea but coempletad
the sissien exd limped back to B ked ot Khe Schn to drop off tholr wourded, Soms
of these cveus eventually ebtaimsd replacsnant aircereft ard ro joimsd the eotion, At
sbaut the saxe fime that the fivet inssrtion was telting plass, & platooxn frem the 4th
af the 34 onseuntered extremely heavy contact in an sveas approximately 46 kilomstsrs
awdye It was Peadlly spparent that reirforcements were necsssary 8 provent arnnila-~
tion.of this omsll umit, Ths £light was eemtactsd ard divertad in ths air te the
Piokeup Zow whers they alrlifted & platoon sissd elemont into the s=cord contact
ercas This was accomplished weder heavy fire. The troopas in the first contaa? area
wre agaln so heavily ergeged that 4% was mcossary to redireat the £light to reir-
feras ¢hs ground troops Waich were imsertsd carlless This was accomplished expedi-
tioasly axi the flight refveled, yearmsd, amd them reternsd to the secsmd contact
eraa to finich ths insertion thero. Iy this tlmd the groend fores had resched the
dewmd alrawraft in the first contact arsa, 80 the L£light was galled in (e sxteact
the doad amd wowsded. Af%er thie was otupletad, thoy extrsoted the compary. ke
hoatile fire was 3o heavy that 6 gunships were wssd contiesly to cever the alrcralt
golng into smd coming cut of the Lamding Zewe. Dven though sustainirg hits ezch Ums,
the creve gomtirued repsatly watil all persomsl wore extreoteds Omo halloopter,
Bsttler 11 ard orsw, was particularly msteworthy. His helleeptor custaired 85 nawy
hits that 4¢ was lttsrally shet dewn in flames, Ths plled, slkdllfully, gulded the
burning elraraft t2 o strecm bed amd sat 4t down in such a mamser, that 06 one was
injured, The eatime flight, threnghtut ths day, demonstratad courage ard s senco of
urgency that credits the United Gtatos Army®s almobdlity oconcept. It 45 difficult
to oinzle cut individual acts of horoism since %hg emtive f£light was one ocntimous
herolc emlzaver fron merning 411 nights I recommsrd that every ersuwzembor, imvolved
in thie actioen, bo awardad the Distinguiched Flying Cress for bhis contribation to an
effort that umlcubtly avertsd two disacters,
LXALLXA XXX XXX XXXXKEND OF STATEMENT XA XA SO0 AX XXX KLY R IUOUK AT 3k

TOXMY C. 3TINER
MAJ IH
Brigado Avn Officar
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ALBRICK, EDGAR J., . o', Aviation

71st Aviation Company, 14th Combat Aviation Battzlion, 23d Infantry Division,
APO 96374

Award: Silver Star

Date of Service: 24 March 1971
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For gallantry in action above and beyond the call of duty

in the Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Albrick distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, the company
was conducting a tactical emergency extraction of United States Army ground
forces who were on the verge of being overrun by numerically superior North
Vietnamese Regular Army forces in the tri-border area of Quang Tri Province .
Despite intense volumes of enemy fire, Warrant Officer Albrick skillfully
guided his aircraft into and out of the LZ completing one extraction. Upon his
return, the tactical situation had deteriorated rapidly. Recognizing the
impending disaster, Warrant Officer Albrick charged ahead reaching the LZ for a
second time. Loading more troops than was advisable, he departed into a
fusilade of enemy fire. Receiving numerous hits in the flight controls and fuel
cells, he forged ahead. Suddenly there was an explosion and the helicopter
caught on fire and started to spin. Then, with complete disregard for his own
safety, he expertly guided his burning helicopter through intense fire away
from the LZ so that the extraction of the American forces could continue.
Without his timely and courageous actions, the operation would not have
succeeded. Warrant Officer Albrick's personal heroism, professional competence,
and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military

service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and
the United States Army.

CURRENY PERSONMAL DATA: Mr. Albrick was promoted to CW2 prior to his PCS from
Vietnam. His current military status and address are unknown.
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woMACK, DOUGLAS H.F.., |GG . 2. ~vizt:on

Tist Aviation Company, 1lth Combat Aviation Bz%ttalion, 23¢ Infantry Division,
APO 96374

Awerd: Distinguished Flying Cross
Date of Service: 24 March 1971
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Womack distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, a Tactical
Emergency had been declared for the company to conduct an emergency extraction
of beleaguered American forces who were surrounded and fiercely engaged by
numerically superior North Vietnamese Regular Army forces. As Warrant Officer
Womack brought his helicopter into the landing zone, he encountered heavy
volumes of hostile fire and discovered that he was in an enemy cross fire.
Recognizing the impending disaster to the friendly forces, and with complete
disregard for his own safety, he continued his approach, identifying enemy
positions and engaging them with suppressive fire. Despite overwhelming enemy
strength and firepower, Warrant Officer Womack refused to abandon the mission,
engaging enemy positions with devastating fire and completing numerous
extractions of American troops. Through his timely and courageous actions, he
contributed greatly to the overall success of the operation. Warrant Officer
Womack's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to duty are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great
credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United States Army.

~
N

CURRENT PERSONAL DATA: Mr. Womack is presently a CW3, USAR, assigned to the

327th Aviation Company (Corps) (-), Building P-0090; Fort Meade, Maryland
20755
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HARBIN, MICHAEL F., . vo'., Aviation
71st Aviation Company, 14th Combat hviation bBetta.lon, 232 Infantry Divis.on,
APO 9C3TH “

Award: Distinguished Flying Cross
Date of Service: 24 March 1971
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Harbin distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, Warrant
Officer Harbin was flying his helicopter in support of an emergency extraction
of United States Army ground forces engaged in heavy contact with large North
Vietnamese Regular Army forces in the tri-border area of Quang Tri Province. As
he made his initial approach to the LZ, he came under intense hostile fire from
concentrated enemy anti-aircraft positions. He immediately warned the flight of
the location and intensity of the hostile fire ard, with complete disregard for
his own safety, he expertly guided his aircraft in and out of the LZ under the
most adverse conditions. Recognizing the impending disaster facing the
beleaguered American troops, Warrant Officer Harbin refused to abandon the
mission, engaging enemy positions with devastating fire and completing numerous
extractions of US troops. Through his timely and courageous actions, he
contributed greatly to the overall success of the operation. Warrant Officer
Harbin's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to duty are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great
credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United States Army.

Eans

CURREHT PERSONAL DATA: Mr. Harbin is prescntly a CW3, NGA, assigncd to the
1085th Medical Detachment (Helicopter Ambulance); Rapid City National Guard
Armory; Rapid City, South Dakota 57701
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FoLBROOK, JIM E., | . Vo', Aviation

71st Aviation Company, 14th Combat-Aviation Bzttalion, 23¢ Infantry Division,
APO 96374

Award: Distinguished Flying Cross
Date of Service: 24 March 1971
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Fulbrook distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft
Commander with the T1st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, Warrant
Officer Fulbrook was flying his helicopter resupplying Allied forces in Quang
Tri Province. Monitoring the company radio frequency, he heard that members of
his unit were coming under heavy enemy fire in the tri-border area. Discharging
his supplies, he immediately flew to their aid. Upon reaching the troops in
contact, Warrant Officer Fulbrook instantly recognized that the American ground
forces were on the verge of being overrun by a much larger North Vietnamese
Regular Army force. With complete disregard for his own safety, he made
numerous passes over the concentrated enemy anti-aircraft positions, drawing
intense volumes of enemy fire away from the helicopters in the LZ while
simultaneously directing gunships to the enemy positions he had located.
Although he was repeatedly exposed to deadly enemy fire, he refused to abandon
his position until all troops and aircrew were extracted. Through his timely
and courageous actions, he contributed greatly to the overall success of the
operation. Warrant Officer Fulbrook's personal heroism, professional
competence, and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry
Division, and the United States Army.

CURRENT PERSONAL DATA: Dr. Fulbrook is presently a CPT, MSC, assigned to the

U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory; P.O. Box 577; Fort Rucker, Alabama
36362
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FULBROOK, JIM E., |, vo'. Aviation

71st Aviation Company, 14th Cowbat Aviation Battaiion, 23d Infantry Division,
LPO 96374

Award: Distinguished Service Cross
Date of Service: 18 March 1971
Theater: Kingdom of Laos
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For extraordinary heroism at great risk of life as

evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the Kingdom
of Laos. Warrant Officer Fulbrook distinguished himself on 18 March 1971 while
serving as an Alrcraft Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On
that date, the company was conducting an emergency resupply of retreating South
Vietnamese ground elements in a valiant attempt to consolidate forces,
encourage a counterattack, and prevent total annihilation of the Allied Force.
Firebase Delta was completely surrounded by a large North Vietnamese Regular
Army force and a decision had been made the day before to forgo further
airmobile evacuation of the wounded as the mounting helicopter losses were too
great. Warrant Officer Fulbrook was flying his helicopter as high ship (downed
ship recovery) for the resupply operation when the flight returned to Lang Vei,
Vietnam for refueling. Knowledgeable of the fate of the litter wounded
remaining on Firebase Delta, Warrant Officer Fulbrook volunteered to attempt a
rescue. As he began his first approach to Delta, intense volumes of small and
heavy automatic weapons fire were directed toward his craft. Determined to
reach the LZ, he expertly performed evasive maneuvers to avoid the enemy fire
and successfully reached the escarpment on Firebase Delta. As the litter
wounded were taken aboard, enemy mortar shells, targeted on the LZ, began
exploding around Warrant Officer Fulbrook's helicopter. With complete disregard
for his own safety, he courageously maintained his position until the wounded
were secured and then made his departure through the mortar barrage. On his
second approach to Firebase Delta, he requested that the LZ be moved 100 yards
south to confuse the enemy gunners. He was met with an even increased intensity
of automatic weapons fire as he performed evasive maneuvers on his approach.
Upon reaching the new LZ, mortar rounds began exploding in adjustment that
rapidly enveloped his helicopter. He narrowly escaped injury when a mortar
round exploded to the left front of the helicopter as the craft lifted from the
LZ. After dropping off the wounded, Warrant Officer Fulbrook volunteered to
evacuate wounded South Vietnamese from LZ Hotel prior to refueling. Mortar fire
adjustments had targeted LZ Hotel, inflicting injuries and effectively
eliminating the ongoing extraction of troops. His approach into and departure
from LZ Hotel with the wounded were executed so swiftly that the North
Vietnamese gun crews did not even have time to engage his aircraft. At dusk,
the situation at Firebase Delta has gravely worsened. Monitoring the ARVN
Marine FM frequency, he overheard an interpreter state that the handful of
garrison troops could not sustain the inevitable NVER attack and might have to
leave the litter wounded behind. Without hesitation, he immediately volunteered
to attempt another rescue. Despite being warned that there would be no
helicopter gunship cover or tactical fighter support, he insisted on making an
attempt. Because the two LZs previously used on Firebase Delta were now
targeted by enemy mortars, he requested that a smoke grenade be used at a third
and false location to confuse the enemy gunners. Considering the risk, and as a
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precautionary measure, both pilots in the helicopter were on the controls with
Warrant Officer Fulbrook directing the approach. As he began his rapid descent,
the NVA heavy machine gunnirs realized thers wculd te no air cover and began
using tracers. Green 12.7mm tracers enveioped the rapidly descending helicopter
from at least three sources at such an intensity that the Air Mission Commander
instructed Warrant Officer Fulbrook to break off the approach. Ignoring this
warning in 1ight of his life saving mission, he courageously and expertly
defied the enemy and successfully reached the LZ. Upon touchdown, mortar rounds
began impacting around the aircraft. Ignoring the Air Mission Commander's
warning to take off, he maintained his position until all wounded were safely
on board. Departing through an intense mortar barrage and heavy automatic
weapons fire, Warrant Officer Fulbrook successfully departed Firebase Delta.
His extraordinary heroism in face of grave danger resulted in thirty-one South
Vietnamese troops being evacuated, all of whom would have died had it not been
for his efforts. Warrant Officer Fulbrook's personal heroism, professional
competence, and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry
Division, and the United States Army.

AN

CURREET PERSOEAL DATA: Dr. Fulbrook is presently a CPT, MSC, assigned to the

U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory; P.0. Box 577; Fort Rucker, Alabama
36362 '



71s
AP0 96374

Award: Distinguished Service Cross
Dzte of Service: 18 Marech 1971
Theater: Kingdom of Laos
Authority: (To be inserted)

PROPOSED CITATION: For extraordinary heroism at great risk of life as
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the Kingdom
of Laos. Warrant Officer Womack distinguished himself on 18 March 1971 while
serving as an Aircraft Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On
that date, the company was conducting an emergency resupply of retreating South
Vietnamese ground elements in a valiant attempt to consolidate forces,
encourage a counterattack, and prevent total annihilation of the Allied Force.
Firebase Delta was completely surrounded by a large North Vietnamese Regular
Army force and a decision had been made the day before to forgo further
airmobile evacuation of the wounded as the mounting helicopter losses were too
great. Warrant Officer Womack was flying his helicopter as high ship (downed
ship recovery) for the resupply operation when the flight returned to Lang Vei,
Vietnam for refueling. Knowledgeable of the fate of the litter wounded
remaining on Firebase Delta, Warrant Officer Womack volunteered to attempt a
rescue. On his initial approach to Firebase Delta, he encountered deadly
volumes of small and heavy enemy automatic weapons fire. Upon reaching the
escarpment on Firebase Delta, enemy mortar rounds, targeted on the LZ, began
exploding around Warrant Officer Womack's helicopter as the litter wounded were
taken on board. As the helicopter lifted from the LZ, he narrowly escaped
injury when a mortar shell exploded to the right side of the helicopter. On his
second approach to Firebase Delta, he requested that the LZ be moved 100 yards
south to confuse the enemy mortar crews. As he descended, the automatic weapons
fire was even more intensified. He expertly and skillfully maneuvered his
helicopter in a zig zag manner, successfully evading the intense anti-aircraft
fire, and confusing the enemy mortar crews as to his intended point of landing.
Upon reaching the new LZ, mortar rounds nonetheless.began exploding in
adjustment that rapidly enveloped his helicopter. With complete disregard for
his own safety, he courageously maintained his position yntil the wounded were
safely on board and then made his departure through a maze of mortar and heavy
automatic weapons fire. After dropping of the wounded at an Evacuation
Hospital, Warrant Officer Womack volunteered to evacuate wounded South
Vietnamese troops from LZ Hotel prior to refueling his helicopter. Mortar fire
had targeted the landing area at LZ Hotel, inflicting casualties and
effectively cancelling the ongoing extraction of Allied troops. He executed a
high overhead autorotation approach, surprising the NVA mortar crews, and
evacuated the wounded soldiers before the enemy could even engage his aircraft
.th 7 cepov . AL A tr Ao 01t v FL by oy
deteriorated. Monitoring the ARVN Marine FM frequency, he overheard an
interpreter state that the handful of garrison troops could not sustain the
inevitable NVA attack and might have to leave the litter wounded behind.
Without hesitation, and despite being warned that there would be no helicopter
gunship cover or tactical fighter support, Warrant Officer Womack turned his
helicopter toward Firebase Delta. Anticipating the enormous risk, and as a
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salety precaution, both pilots in thre helicopter were on the controls. As the
helicopter began its rapid descent, .the NVA heavy machine gunners immediately
recognized that there would be no air support and instantly started using
tracers. As the helicopter rapidly descended through murderous fire erupting
from at least three 12.7mm anti-aircraft positions, he monitored critical
instruments and ignored warnings from the Air Mission Commander to break off
the approach. Upon touchdown, mortar rounds immediately enveloped his
helicopter. Despite the pleas from his Air Mission Commander to abort, Warrant
Officer Womack remained in the LZ until all wounded soldiers were safely on
board. Departing through an intense mortar barrage and heavy automatic weapons
fire, he successfully departed Firebase Delta. His extraordinary heroism in
face of grave danger resulted in thirty-one South Vietnamese troops being
evacuated, all of whom would have died had it not been for his efforts. Warrant
Officer Womack's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to
duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and

reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United
States Army.

CUHRRENT PERSOMNAL DATA: Mr. Womack is presently a CW3, USAR, assigned to the
327th Aviation Company (Corps) (-), Building P-0090; Fort Meade, Maryland 20755





