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While arformi.ng an aeromedical nac,uation mianon in 11.nh Jking Provinoe 1n 
the ie}'l1bllo of South Vietnam Oil 8 .April 1972, I witn .. Md ..-v•ral acte or hero!.• 
Gd profeesional.1111 on the put ot th• crev ot a ji..10 btlloo,ter, oall aign 
Se.bre 20. • 

I think tb&t the eignitioanoe ot theae act.a lie• vi.thin the te.oticl.a aituation 
which aurrounded them. 1or several dqs, ee,q bdld upe 1n the area had been 
noted. Tb.is build up neo.esi tated the 0Q11plete eTaouation or the Ti.llage Bo Due 
vhiob wae eome tw kilo eters tl'om the ocntaet area. lnemy troope had oanoeritra ed 
themself in a l"Ubber lantation just southeast or the ait7. !'he plantation provided 
excellent cover and 08Jll0u!la tor t.ba troopa. The enu;r wu vell dug in and well 
aqu! ;rt.ed .d th v~-i.cus .:;all -: .ma.pons. 

In mid-afternoon, I Naponded to an urg110t requut tc,r a \i0\11 bird". After 
recaivin a frequency Ind an epprorlaate location, we beaded out to tlw p1okuJ) 
■ite. Upon our arrival in the rlcinity Qf the :piokup location, I noted the 
p1"9eence ot asveal airorart. Bra-wney 65 \Ma the air llias1on ~•r• I &d:Ti.E d 
65 that Med six son et&tian and prepared to nart. thl extraction. Ve vere 
advis d cy 65 to hold off until th• area oould be vork.d over. After several 
gunships had expended, Sam 20 oame cm. What iapresHd .. so vae the prof es i01Da.l. . • 
manner 1n -which this arlator handl!!d hit giTen situati"1. Be took 00111:pl te 
oontrol of the o eration and from that ,cint rorvard, the wca.ee or tail 
ot the endeavor rested 'With Sabre 20. 

Arter making • veral rune in the n•ar Tioinit7 or the era.ah site, Se.bre 20 
dviaed that the personnel on the ground wre ready to be extracted. After 

11edaBng up wit.h me, Sabre 20 started his apProaeh and aimultan•ously began 
laying down suppressive fire. The cobra broke C!tf j:url prior to..,.. getting to 
the pickup site. ~1!'..g the entir period or the extraction, Sabre 20 initiatttd 
Tery elose and accurate f'ire. Pus af'ter JIN18S w• as.de until the pa~en.te wre 
ae.f'ely on board the airers t. I am eontident that 1t ·vaa the deadly tire or 
Sebre 20 that kept th enemies bl"'e.d down and allowed WI to accomplish our ssion. 

Atter the patients vere extracted, Sabre 20 escorted us be.ck to Song Be to 
tranafer the wounded personnel to another airerart and to Nf'uel hi• ah1. U:pon 
oomoleting refueling, both aircra.ft returned to the contact site to continue th 
mission. Kight ground troaps remained OD the ground to be extract.cl. jgain Sabre 
20 saddled u 8.J.'ld toot•• in to the pickup site. Throughout th• extraction of 
th• ground troops, Sabre 20 laced pncin nr11 around ,q a1rcrart. lnabling ua 
again to extraot the troops and de:psrt ■ately. 

Throughout sy two tours in thia countr,, I have bad nU?Nrous oooasions to 
utilise oover birds. Never hrf'DN have I had a cover bird app~ aore accurate end 
effeotive fire than that delivered by Se.bra 20. The aerial proteaaicm.sllam 
di■plqed by this aviator and crev tetleot great credit on tbd.r unit and an 
th'9 individuala. 
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Medeva.o Platoon leader 


