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Commander 
MILPERCEN 
ATTN: DAPC-POS-A 

 
 

Dear Sir 

 
  

April 11, 1984 

This letter, along with its attendant documents, constitute a 
reconstruction of awards that were previously submitted in 1971 for 
service in the Republic of Vietnam and Kingdom of Laos during Operation 
LAMSON 719. In addition, it amplifies an inquiry submitted to your agency 
on 26 March 1982 by Douglas H.F. Womack. 

Because I have not yet been contacted following the inquiry just noted, I 
have elected to write for a determination of the evidence submitted. 

The disposition of the original award recommendations is indeed 
confusing, as I was a signatory for all of the awards contained herein. 
Moreover, as the Air Mission Commander for the cited operations, I took 
specific action to ensure that witnesses were identified and that 
statements were signed. For reinforcement, I point to Enclosure 1 which 
is a carbon copy of a statement submitted by the Aviation Officer, 1st 
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized), in support of an impact 
award for participants on 24 March 1971. I obtained this statement, along 
with others, and submitted the package to my commanding officer in late 
March 1971. On his departure, the CO even noted on my OER (Enclosure 2, 
Continuation Sheet) that I had been awarded two DFCs; yet, my OMPF only 
reflects one. 

Upon assuming the position of Executive Officer in late July 1971, I 
found out that, although the impact award had been confirmed by the 23d 
Infantry Division (Americal) Awards and Decorations Section, · the 
individual submissions had not been made. I then drafted, signed and 
submitted each and every award for the participants on the 24th of March 
(Enclosures 3-6). Because I was then the principle witness, I did not 
submit an award for myself; accordingly, I have never had reason to 
question why they were not awarded. 

The disposition of the awards for events on 18 March 1971 are even more 
disturbing (Enclosure 7 & 8). The actions of those involved received wide 
attention throughout the command and was the subject of much pride and 
discussion within the unit. Indeed, in view of the nature of their 
actions, a great deal of effort was made in support of the 

Info Removed by VNCA



recommendations commenc ing the following day. I submitted the complete 
package to the commanding officer on or about 22 March 1971. 

Finally, during my tenure as executive officer, I drafted and submitted 
for approval, a Presidential Unit Citation for unit activities during the 
period 3 March-24 March 1971, (Enclosure 9) 

It would indeed be satisfying if the original award recommendations could 
be located. However, in the event they cannot, it would be a travesty if 
just recognition were not made--even at this late date. Thus, you have 
the reason for this letter. I look forward to hearing from you in the 
near future as to the result of your inquiry or to provide additional 
information you may require. I thank you in advance for your assistance. 

~incerely, /-·. v~- ·( ,._ 
I I 1 ~ i,_j_ (_· U(jJ_,, .,(;_ 

Danny~- G i sby 

9 Inclosures 
as 
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$$8 TA WXR~'4J\$ • 
At appr-eximJ1.tely 1815 heurs on 21., H~roo 1971, a. boavy ~csnt t-t,G:!l! !~ C Tr6iop~ 
zxt et tho 17th Cav eeataou,d & lug¢ e~;r f' orea 1~ th.a v1eird ~ or coord.1?'.!\ ~s 
ID 6?43, One acwut ai.Nraft was •het dot,'ll'I• 1he £\a(Soz\ :100,it idrcn!t l'ilAneu,c,rad 
to CS.~r:dm th.e feta et th• rmt airoratt ~rd. w.s also shot do.,~~ !. UH,.iH 
atttmpW ~ lud elem.ltl'Lt.lJ ef thtJ aerial ntl.c plA~ll 1~ the Tiairrl.cy &n.1 was 
alse abet ~ A..'11 ,AS..1Q, attoapti&.g to eupresa the, '1N>Ap wius virtually distroyed 
by tl.N> tva two ,.Si oalibor gun poaiUGns, A ntlo ~pa• w~ ~lortod te mc-;s 
am tM 71.et MD6Ult Kallcopto!' Cos?lt.Wt llhieh wn.s IUv.p~rtag tho brl.g&.d.$, ~N 
oat en 1& 1•~aw hpport rdssien.. I iol!tM>d a.~ aJ.Art oo.ll on th-0 cospuu- UH.1 
tw all a1Jro.ratt to e.oaablA tor an ~U{Y oOJnb.t aHault. Within 21 a1Jr.1t--:i&, 
tho •rat.in fiid4t was asCt&Rbled am! lo5!-od with U081)8o Tnoee tr~a \.:l9l"'4 1naertad 
ill tii& viohd.t,' et tbe dC'WlUd a.1.rer&tt in the file» Gt ~ro.1e]T ~a:q emay fire. 
ftlftn ot tu lift $h1.pG O\\Std.ned disabU,. hit• dviug tu i~ertie-a but omplt, W 
th, r;-dedca &JP limped baak ta B ~ &t Ibo Sann t.G ~ v:r tlloi.r WO'tln:1ed. .)OIIJ9 

et t,ao,so ~• went.mlq tibtaittad Npao.ant &irere!t cl njoim,d tho aat.1.ou. At 
a~t th9 9&."iW U. t!lat tho tifft iuwt.1.Gta& vas, tQkt~ pla40, & pl.Atoe~ fro:i the 4th 
ct ~ )! e~ntem ~.xU'elnlJr b&yY' G~ato.ot in a.a &n>A &pprol:1MteJ.¥ 4G )dlt>Qet3i•s 
a.way. It wao Jt~a5.ti]¥ c.ppuoont thAt Nird'oroeants wi.,re M~Dsa.117 ~ pro-nnt anr.ila.­
tioa..ot tb.ia as.&U v.m.t.. TbG £light Ud ffl\taetc am diTe,:tod 1n tho air tc tho 
~\\.P ~ ~eu tu7 ab-lifted a pla~n 11.sed eleaont into the a~oocl c:ont~ct 
el"Gil• Thie waa ~OOQ!Dpllshod un!er hctaYY' ti.No The ~ in the fmt oonta.at area. 
Wl"e 41d.n 80 ~aviq OJ'C"ted that, it \.fU MCU86J.U7 to NdiNat tM tll~t to reir.­
t'erct, tb.t &~ t.~pe ~Gh mN 1.~rted. 1a.rlio-r. ~s wao aa®llpliahod ~:.qx~i­
Ueuaq e.m t.~ fll;ht refueltild, -n~, tud tluia ri'>t\trmd to th~ Noc-cl conta.ct 
!U"a& t& 1'in1ah ~ insertion th~. It/' this t.im» the ~ttn:1 !ol'OO ~ reaa..~t;d th~ 
d!JV'.ild. ~alt 1n too tiz-st. contact &M4, Bo the flight. vaa oa.lled L"'l to ,a;{U•Q.ct 
the dcd Gd. wum.od. At~r th\P waa c:,~lo~, tl'N)7 oxtraou.d the ooop&XU, I h.e 
hosUl.ti tiro ~ so hea.vy that 6 gunship.a ~re ~ oon~si, t:i oQ'rer tho air~:t ;..it. 
goir11 into ~an oC!U.lir,: cut of tlw Ian:iu,g z0m. Even thoo,Gh iueWni~ hiui 01.-~:-i ~ , 

the eN\Ea oont.iwtd N~At\y until all pel'SOnnsl WON ~xtr&otcd. Om oolloopt0r, 
R.itthr 11 c.i,;i CJZ'!1jV• no pz..~t1oularly ni,teworthy. iii.a b4, li~pt0r 13"'1,t~ sa :u,r;>· 
hita that it u-as llttsre.llt sbet dovn in flames, TM pilQt, sldll.t\2U,, guided tllfj 

hl2rni.r.g &1J."Qrat't te a a~O?o\ bed. am cat 1t dowi in such a llUUlmr, that XtJ o}lill wa.5 
injured.I) The ~~t!N _.flight• th~wt tlw d.q, demonstrated con..."'11..g0 '1.ni s aenoo of 
urgeru,y that c:rodit., the United States A:=,91 a1mobiliq ~pte It 1n di.ffiault 
~ .~1ngle ou~ iaiividual acto er horoi&:1. •11'1e'a fuo entiN £light waa ou oc.-ntimws 
h8N>ic erdeavor t~ merniic till night. I rcec~rri tha.t neey eN~°oo:r, il1'1olvod 
1n tldc aoti~n, btt awal'd.od t.h11, Diati~iabed 1'13"~ ~ tor his cont.rib:ltion te an 
ettcrt. tho.t umcub~ aYel't.ed two disutora, 
XXill.V:lXXll.ml.iXX.Ul.UllUENO OF S TAIE.MElf.r llLJ.JJ: UJ . .'li UUXJ.ll Xl..U.JJ .. XJJ .. i.:D'.:.U~UJJJJ.v..J. 

roMl!Y C. STINER 
MAJ Ill 
13rlga1o AV?l OftiC.Jr 

i . 

...___ .-,L~~~,~ ... -~~~~-~-::.~~~~~-~*~.:--·• ·--:·:··.- ~~~ ........... - ·=·, __ ,--....... __ ---..... - _-· _. -___________ ___,,;, ______ _ ... 
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5 1 t,T ~T: 0.ffic er Efficiency Hepor t 

Period: 2Feb71-10Ju171 

Pc:J't XI (a) (Contin..:ation) He is one o: the r:ost c::>crageous ~-:ildier:o J h2ve 
ever met; winning two DistinGuished Flying Crosses anci flying more hours than 
any other member of my command. CFT Grigsby is one of the finest officers I 
have ever had the pleasffi'e to serve with and is a tremendous asset to the Offi­
cers Corp and the US Army. Recommend this of fie er be integrated into the Re­
gular Army. 
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ALBRICK, KDGAR J., , W01, Aviat i on 
71 s t Aviation Company , 14th Comba t Av ia t ion Ba t ta l i on , 23d Infantry Di vi sion , 
APO 963 74 

Award: Silver Sta r 
Da t e of Service : 24 March 1971 
Theater: Republic of Vi e t nam 
Authority: (To be i nserted) 

PROPOSKD CITAilOH: For gallantry in action above and beyond the call of duty 
in the Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Albrick distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft 
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, the company 
was conducting a tactical emergency extraction of United States Army ground 
forces who were on the verge of being overrun by numerically superior North 
Vietnamese Regular Army forces in the tri-border area of Quang Tri Province . 
Despite intense volumes of enemy fire, Warrant Officer Albrick skillfully 
guided his aircraft into and out of the LZ completing one extraction. Upon his 
return, the tactical situation had deteriorated rapidly. Recognizing the 
impending disaster, Warrant Officer Albrick charged ahead reaching the LZ for a 
second time. Loading more troops than was advisable, he departed into a 
fusilade of enemy fire. Receiving numerous hits in the flight controls and fuel 
cells, he forged ahead. Suddenly there was an explosion and the helicopter 
caught on fire and started to spin. Then, with complete disregard for his own 
safety, he expertly guided his burning helicopter through intense fire away 
from the LZ so that the extraction of the American forces could continue. 
Without his timely and courageous actions, the operation would not have 
succeeded. Warrant Officer Albrick's personal heroism, professional competence, 
and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and 
the United States Army. 

• • • • 

CURll.KRT PKRSOIUL DATA: Mr. Albrick was promoted to CW2 pr ior to his PCS from 
Vietnam. His current military status and address are unknown. 
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~OHACK, DOUGLAS H.F .. , , W01, Aviat~on 
71 st Av iation Company , 14th Combat Aviation Ba~ta!~on, 23d Infantry Division, 
APO 96374 

Award : Di stinguished Fl ying Cross 
Date of Service : 24 March 197 1 
Thea te r : Re pub l ic of Vietnam 
Authority: (To be i ns erted) 

PROPOSED CITATION: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as 
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Womack distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft 
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, a Tactical 
Emergency had been declared for the company to conduct an emergency extraction 
of beleaguered American forces who were surrounded and fiercely engaged by 
numerically superior North Vietnamese Regular Army forces. As Warrant Officer 
Womack brought his helicopter into the landing zone, he encountered heavy 
volumes of hostile fire and discovered that he was in an enemy cross fire. 
Recognizing the impending disaster to the friendly forces, and with complete 
disregard for his own safety, he continued his approach, identifying enemy 
positions and engaging them with suppressive fire. Despite overwhelming enemy 
strength and firepower, Warrant Officer Womack refused to abandon the mission, 
engaging enemy positions with devastating fire and completing numerous 
extractions of American troops. Through his timely and courageous actions, he 
contributed greatly to the overall success of the operation. Warrant Officer 
Womack's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United States Army. 

• • • • 

CORRKNT PKRSOWAL DATA: Mr. Womack is presently a CW3, USAR, assigned to the 
327th Aviation Company (Corps) (-), Building P-0090; Fort Heade, Maryland 
20755 
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HARBll, MICHA.KL F.,  W01, Aviation 
71sL AviaLior1 Con;~any, 14Lh C0ml>at J.. viaLio,, B2.tL2~~on , 23:: :infcn1~!·:,- Divis~ein , 
APO %37 1~ 

Award: Dis t inguished Flying Cros s 
Date of Serv i ce : 24 March 197 1 
Theater: Republic of Vie tnam 
Author ity: (To be inserted) 

PROPOS.KD CITATION: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as 
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Harbi n distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircra f t 
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, Warrant 
Officer Harbin was flying his helicopter in support of an emergency extraction 
of United States Army ground forces engaged in heavy contact with large North 
Vietnamese Regular Army forces in the tri-border area of Quang Tri Province. As 
he made his initial approach to the LZ, he came under intense hostile fire from 
concentrated enemy anti-aircraft positions. He immediately warned the flight of 
the location and intens~ty of the hostile fire ar.d, with complete disregarj fo r 
his own safety, he expertly guided his aircraft in and out of the LZ under the 
most adverse conditions. Recognizing the impending disaster facing the 
beleaguered American troops, Warrant Officer Harbin refused to abandon the 
mission, engaging enemy positions with devastating fire and completing numerous 
extractions of US troops. Through his timely and courageous actions, he 
contributed greatly to the overall success of the operation. Warrant Officer 
Harbin's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to duty are i n 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United States Army. 

• • • • 

CURRKJlT PKRSONAL D!TA: Mr. Harbin is pres~ntly a CW3, NGA, ass:gncd to the 
1085th Medical Detachment (Helicopter Ambulance); Rapid City National Guard 
Armory; Rapid City, South Dakota 57701 
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FULBROOK, JIM E., , WO1, Avi ation 
71 s t Aviati on Compa ny , 14 t h Comba t Av iat:o:i B2tt2~ : on , 23~ !nfantry Division , 
APO 9637 1J 

Ahard : Di s t inguished Flying Cross 
Date of Se~v i ce : 24 March 1971 
Theater: Republi c of Vi etnam 
Authority: (To be inserted) 

PROPOSED CITAITOM: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as 
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Warrant Officer Fulbrook distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions on 24 March 1971 while serving as an Aircraft 
Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On that date, Warrant 
Officer Fulbrook was flying his helicopter resupplying Allied forces in Quang 
Tri Province. Monitoring the company radio frequency, he heard that members of 
his unit were coming under heavy enemy fire in the tri-border area. Discharging 
his supplies, he immediately flew to their aid. Upon reaching the troops in 
contact, Warrant Officer Fulbrook instantly recognized that the American ground 
forces were on the verge of being overrun by a much larger North Vietnamese 
Regular Army force. With complete disregard for his own safety, he made 
numerous passes over the concentrated enemy anti-aircraft positions, drawing 
intense volumes of enemy fire away from the helicopters in the LZ while 
simultaneously directing gunships to the enemy positions he had located. 
Although he was repeatedly exposed to deadly enemy fire, he refused to abandon 
his position until all troops and aircrew were extracted. Through his timely 
and courageous actions, he contributed greatly to the overall success of the 
operation. Warrant Officer Fulbrook's personal heroism, professional 
competence, and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry 
Division, and the United States Army. 

• • • • 

CURRK1lT PKRSOlilL DATA: Dr. Fulbrook is presently a CPT, MSC, assigned to the 
U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory; P.O. Box 577; Fort Rucker, Alabama 
36362 
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FULBROOI:, JIM K., ,· W01, Aviation 
71st Aviation Company, 14 t h Combat Av i at iori Ba ttai. ion, 23d Infantry Divis ion , 
APO 96 37l.1 

Award: Distinguished Serv i ce Cr oss 
Date of Service: 18 Ma!'ch 1971 
Theater: Kingdom of Laos 
Authority: (To be inserted) 

PROPOSED CITAllOH: For extraordinary heroism at great risk of life as 
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the Kingdom 
of Laos. Warrant Officer Fulbrook distinguished himself on 18 March 1971 while 
serving as an Aircraft Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On 
that date, the company was conducting an emergency resupply of retreating South 
Vietnamese ground elements in a valiant attempt to consolidate forces, 
encourage a counterattack, and prevent total annihilation of the Allied Force. 
Firebase Delta was completely surrounded by a large North Vietnamese Regular 
Army force and a decision had been made the day before to forgo further 
airmobile evacuation of the wounded as the mounting helicopter losses were too 
great. Warrant Officer Fulbrook was flying his helicopter as high ship (downed 
ship recovery) for the resupply operation when the flight returned to Lang Vei, 
Vietnam for refueling. Knowledgeable of the fate of the litter wounded 
remaining on Firebase Delta, Warrant Officer Fulbrook volunteered to attempt a 
rescue. As he began his first approach to Delta, intense volumes of small and 
heavy automatic weapons fire were directed toward his craft. Determined to 
reach the LZ, he expertly performed evasive maneuvers to avoid the enemy fire 
and successfully reached the escarpment on Firebase Delta. As the litter 
wounded were taken aboard, enemy mortar shells, targeted on the LZ, began 
exploding around Warrant Officer Fulbrook's helicopter. With complete disregard 
for his own safety, he courageously maintained his position until the wounded 
were secured and then made his departure through the mortar barrage. On his 
second approach to Firebase Delta, he requested that ' the LZ be moved 100 yards 
south to confuse the enemy gunners. He was met with an even increased intensity 
of automatic weapons fire as he performed evasive maneuvers on his approach. 
Upon reaching the new LZ, mortar rounds began exploding in adjustment that 
rapidly enveloped his helicopter. He narrowly escaped injury when a mortar 
round exploded to the left front of the helicopter as the craft lifted from the 
LZ. After dropping off the wounded, Warrant Officer Fulbrook volunteered to 
evacuate wounded South Vietnamese from LZ Hotel prior to refueling. Mortar fire 
adjustments had targeted LZ Hotel, inflicting injuries and effectively 
eliminating the ongoing extraction of troops. His approach into and departure 
from LZ Hotel with the wounded were executed so swiftly that the North 
Vietnamese gun crews did not even have time to engage his aircraft. At dusk, 
the situation at Firebase Delta has gravely worsened. Monitoring the ARYN 
Marine FM frequency, he overheard an interpreter stGte that the handful of 
garrison troops could not sustain the · inevitable ~VA attack ~nd might have to 
leave the litter wounded behind. Without hesitation, he immediately volunteered 
to attempt another rescue. Despite being warned that there would be no 
helicopter gunship cover or tactical fighter support, he insisted on making an 
attempt. Because the two LZs previously used on Firebase Delta were now 
targeted by enemy mortars, he requested that a smoke grenade be used at a third 
and false location to confuse the enemy gunners. Considering the risk, and as a 
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precautionary measure, both pilots in the helicopter were on the controls with 
Warrant Officer Fulbrook direc ting the approach. As he began his rapid descent, 
the NVA heavy □~c~inc [Un~!r~ realized ther0 ~c uld ~e no air cover anj bega~ 
using tracers. Green 12.7mm tracers enveloped the rapidly descending helicopter 
from at least three s~urces at such an intensity that the Ai r Mission Co~ander 
instructed Warrant Officer Fu:brook to break off t he approach. Ignoring th is 
warning in light of his life saving mission, he courageous ly and expertly 
defied the enemy and successfully reached the LZ. Upon touchdown , mortar rounds 
began impacting around the aircraft. Ignoring the Air Mission Commander's 
warning to take off, he maintained his position until all wounded were safely 
on board. Departing through an intense mortar barrage and heavy automatic 
weapons fire, Warrant Officer Fulbrook successfully departed Firebase Delta. 
His extraordinary heroism in face of grave danger resulted in thirty-one South 
Vietnamese troops being evacuated, all of whom would have died had it not been 
for his efforts. Warrant Officer Fulbrook's personal heroism, professional 
competence, and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry 
Division, and the United States Army. 

• • • • 

CURRKIT PKRSO.IA.L DAT~: Dr. Fulbrook is presently a CPT, MSC, assigned to the 
U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory; P.O. Box 577; Fort Rucker, Alabama 
36362 



VCMlCC, DOUGLlS M.F., , W01, Aviation 
71st Aviation Com~a:iy , 14t!. CorribaL Aviation Bclta:~cm , 2~:: lnf'ar1lr·y Di vision , 
APO 96374 

Award : Distinguished Service Cross 
Date of Service : 18 March 19 71 
Thea t er: Kingdom of La os 
Author ity: (To be i nse rted) 

PROPOSED CITATION: For extraordinary heroism at great risk of life as 
evidenced by voluntary actions above and beyond the call of duty in the Ki ngd om 
of Laos. Warrant Officer Womack distinguished himself on 18 March 1971 while 
serving as an Aircraft Commander with the 71st Assault Helicopter Company. On 
that date, the company was conducting an emergency resupply of retreating South 
Vietnamese ground elements in a valiant attempt to consolidate forces, 
encourage a counterattack, and prevent total annihilation of the Allied Force. 
Firebase Delta was completely surrounded by a large North Vietnamese Regular 
Army force and a decision had been made the day before to forgo further 
airmobile evacuation of the wounded as the mounting helicopter losses were too 
great. Warrant Officer Womack was flying his helicopter as high ship (downed 
ship recovery) for the resupply operation when the flight returned to Lang Vei, 
Vietnam for refueling. Knowledgeable of the fate of the litter wounded 
remaining on Firebase Delta, Warrant Officer Womack volunteered to attempt a 
rescue. On his initial approach to Firebase Delta, he encountered deadly 
volumes of small and heavy enemy automatic weapons fire. Upon reaching the 
escarpment on Firebase Delta, enemy mortar rounds, targeted on the LZ, began 
exploding around Warrant Officer Womack's helicopter as the litter wounded were 
taken on board. As the helicopter lifted from the LZ, he narrowly escaped 
injury when a mortar shell exploded to the right side of the helicopter. On his 
second approach to Firebase Delta, he requested that the LZ be moved 100 yards 
south to confuse the enemy mortar crews. As he descended, the automatic weapons 
fire was even more intensified. He expertly and skillfully maneuvered his 
helicopter in a zig zag manner, successfully evading the intense anti-aircraft 
fire, and confusing the enemy mortar crews as to his intended point of landing. 
Upon reaching the new LZ, mortar rounds nonetheless began exploding in 
adjustment that rapidly enveloped his helicopter. With complete disregard for 
his own safety, he courageously maintained his position until the wounded were 
safely on board and then made his departure through a maze of mortar and heavy 
automatic weapons fire. After dropping of the wounded at an Evacuation 
Hospital, Warrant Officer Womack volunteered to evacuate wounded South 
Vietnamese troops from LZ Hotel prior to refueling his helicopter. Mortar fire 
had targeted the landing area at LZ Hotel, inflicting casualties and 
effectively cancelling the ongoing extraction of Allied troops. He executed a 
high overhead autorotation approach, surprising the NVA mortar crews, and 
evacuated the wounded soldiers before the enemy could even engage his aircraft 
with firepower. At dusk, the tactical situat~on at Firebase Delta had r·apjdly 
deteriorated. Monitoring the ARVN Marine FM frequency, he overheard an 
interpreter state that the handful of garrison troops could not sustain the 
inevitable NVA attack and might have to leave the litter wounded behind. 
Without hesitation , and despite being warned that there would be no hel i copter 
gunship cover or tactical fighter support, Warrant Officer Womack turned his 
helicopter toward Firebase Delta. Anticipating the enormous risk, and as a 
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safety preca ut ion , both pi l ot s in t~ e heli co~ ter we~e on t l1e contro l s . As t he 
helicopte r ber,an its r apid descen t, the NVA hea vy rr.achine gunners i mmediate l y 
recognized tha t t here would be no air s upport and instantly star t ed usi ng 
t racers . As the helicopter r ap idly descend ed t hrough murderous f i r e erupt i ng 
from a t l eas t t hr ee 12 .7 mm an ti-aircra ft posi t ions , he monitored critical 
ins truments and i gnored warnings f r om th e Ai r Mi s s i on Co!llffiander t o break off 
the approach . Upon t ouchdown , mortar rounds i mmedi a t e l y enveloped his 
helicopter. Despi te the pl eas from hi s Air Mission Commander to abort, Warrant 
Officer Womack remained in the LZ until all wounded soldiers were safely on 
board. Departing through an intense mortar barrage and heavy automatic weapons 
fire, he successfully departed Firebase Delta. His extraordi nary heroism in 
face of grave danger resulted in thirty-one South Vietnamese troops being 
evacuated, all of whom would have died had it not been for his efforts. Warrant 
Officer Womack's personal heroism, professional competence, and devotion to 
duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, the 23d Infantry Division, and the United 
States Army. 

• • • • 

CU1tRKNT PKRSOlilL DATA: Mr. Womack is presently a CW3, USAR, assigned to the 
327th Aviation Company (Corps) (-), Building P-0090; Fort Meade, Maryland 20755 
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PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION 

PROPOSED CITATION 

THE 71ST AVIATION COMPANY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER) DISTINGUISHED ITSELF BY 

EXCEPTIONALLY HEROIC ACTIONS AT GREAT RISK OF LIFE DURING THE PERFORMANCE OF 

SUSTAINED COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST AN ARMED ENEMY FROM 3 MARCH THRU 24 MARCH 

1971. ON 3 MARCH 1971, THE 71ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY LED AN ASSAULT 

FORCE OF OVER 100 HELICOPTERS THRU ONE OF THE MOST INTENSE ANTI-AIRCRAFT 

ENVIRONMENTS HERETOFORE OBSERVED IN THE HISTORY OF AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS. 

WITHOUT ANY TYPE OF COVERING FIRE, THE 71ST SUCCESSFULLY BREACHED LANDING ZONE 

LOLO IN LAOS AS THE INITIAL ASSAULT FORCE. FOUR UNIT HELICOPTERS WERE SHOT 

DOWN DURING THE MISSION DUE TO THE INTENSE ANTI-AIRCRAFT RECEIVED; TWO WERE 

DESTROYED AT LZ LOLO, AND TWO MANAGED TO LIMP BACK TO KHE SANH BEFORE THEY 

WERE ABANDONED. OVER FORTY HELICOPTERS IN THE ASSAULT FORCE ON LOLO WERE 

DAMAGED BE ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE, AND THAT NUMBER WOULD HAVE BEEN GREATER 

HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE HEROISM, SKILL, AND DETERMINATION DEMONSTRATED BY THE 

71ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY IN SECURING LZ LOLO FOR THE FOLLOWING FORCES. 

THIS SAME COURAGE AND DETERMINATION WAS SUSTAINED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD AS THE 

UNIT SUFFERED SEVERAL CASUALTIES AND NUMEROUS AIRCRAFT DAMAGED BY ENEMY FIRE 

WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY COMPLETING THIRTY-FOUR COMBAT ASSAULTS IN WHICH 1,918 

SORTIES WERE FLOWN AND 2,682 COMBAT TROOPS WERE AIRLIFTED. DIRECT COMBAT 

SUPPORT MISSIONS TO THE BELEAGUERED SOUTH VIETNAMESE FIREBASES RESULTED IN A 

COMBINED TOTAL OF 185 TONS OF CRITICAL RESUPPLY BEING MOVED THRU THE SAME 

DEVASTATING ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE AS WAS MET DURING THEIR COMBAT ASSAULTS. THE 

HEROIC EFFORTS OF THE 71ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY WERE EXEMPLIFIED BY THE 



EV ENT S ON 18 MA RC H 1971 WHEN THE UNIT SUSTAIN ED BATTLE DAMAG E TO FOUR AIR CRAFT 

i-.'HILE CuNDUCTliJG [M[l{G[ tJCY k[:; Uf'PLY , TKO CJ P EXTRACTl u:J Al~:J i·'iElJl CAL EVACUATl (;i~ 

OF SOU TH VI ETNAMESE MAR IN E FGRC [ S HEAVILY OUTNU MBER ED BY NORTH VI ETNAME SE 

RE GULARS IN LAOS . ALTH OU GH THE UNIT WAS UNDE RSTREN GTH IN ALL CRIT ICAL ARE AS, 

COMPANY SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE PLATOONS PERFORMED A REMARKABLE FEAT IN 

SUPPORT OF THE COMBAT OPERATIONS, MAINTAINING AN AIRCRAFT AVAILABILITY RATE OF 

NINETY PERCENT DESPITE EXTENSIVE COMBAT DAMAGE SUSTAINED DURING THIS PERIOD. 

THE RESOURCEFULNESS AND DETERMINATION OF THESE SUPPORT PLATOONS EQUALLY 

MATCHED THAT OF THE FLIGHT PLATOONS, AND WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN ACHIEVING THE 

UNIT'S COMBAT OBJECTIVE. ON 24 MARCH 1971, THE UNIT ONCE MORE DISPLAYED , TO 

THE UTMOST, THEIR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND DEVOTION TO DUTY AS THEY PERFO RMED 

TACTICAL EMERGENCY INSERTIONS AND EXTRACTIONS, SUFFERING CASUALTIES AND 

DAMAGED AIRCRAFT, ONE OF WHICH WAS LITERALLY SHOT DOWN IN FLAMES IN THE 

TRI-BORDER AREA OF QUANG TRI PROVINCE. THE ACTIONS OF THE 71ST ASSAULT 

HELICOPTER COMPANY CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO THE MISSION OF THE 14TH COMBAT 

AVIATION BATTALION (-) IN SUPPORT OF LAMSON 719, AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON 

EACH INDIVIDUAL, THE UNIT, THE 23D INFANTRY DIVISION, AND THE UNITED STATES 

ARMY 




