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----;ECOMMEHDA TIOH FOR AWARD 
EROISM_ 0 MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEi,1EHT OR SERVICE 

(AR 611°J 0/) • 

PRE.PARE TO RE.AC/t APPHOV• 

/NO AUT/IOIUTY IN DUl'LICA.Tt: . 

OAT [ 

30 Jan ·69 

THl:U: Comma.ndilig General. . to, , F~oM, ru~11, Commanding Officer 
: 52nd Col!lba t Avn Bn 

APO ·96384 I 1 et: Aviation Brigade· .. 
APO: : 96,18 

_P ,!.RT 1.- Uj. TUS A·T llME ·OF RECOMMEHQ>. TIOH 
2 • . SERVICE '40. J. CR•OE . . ' • ' 

69-600231 CPI' , .. 
4. OR ANC t< (Or •1OS /I "'0) 

VHAF 

219th· ~qd.n,, 41st Wing, Da Hand, RVN 

• NVAL 

_ ... . _ PART II - STATUS AT T.llrlE OF ACT OR SER.VICE 

II . CR•OE 12. BRANCH (OrMOS//11-0) 

._CPr VN.AF r I
ll. ORCA.NIZ4TION 

, ,219th _Sqdn, 41st Wing, Da Uang RVU 
14. HAS ALL SERVICE BEEtl HOHORABLE suaSEOUEHT TO THIS ACT OR SERVICE (II nor . •t.1nm•,,~1.e on, .... , •• 4f!'• •J. 

(XI YO~ . .0 ~O 
I 

IS. 1,- PREVIOUS Rf;·CO'-'wEN0 _4TIONS !'ERE JV8.,.ITTEQ l'OR THIS ACT OR SERVICE . INOICATE TYPE OF •".fARO_RE.COwwE•fOEO . 
av WH0~; :w.,.£N./A.,CTiOH T.t.J<.EN. ANO MCAOOUl-"lT.EAS . • . 

! t.:: l 
None 

I 
Iii. OTHER "U. S. OECOR•TIONS RECEIVEO (Include d•lc w>d eulhotlly) (Do nor li•I UIYiCc medal• ; //•I loroii:,, ctccorec:o.no only ~•on 

,.,.. P•llocl • ., thl• ,eco,1w•1d.uon.J • .. 
# 

] NVAL 

, 17. 010 YOU H4VE PERSOHAL KHO'WLEOCE OF THE ACT OR SERVICE 

II. WERE YOU A.HEYE WIT• 
HESS TO THE ACT 

D YIU [X) NO 

[X) YES LJ NO 

PART Ill - RECOMMEHOATIOl.fFOR AWARD FOR HEROISM 
19. I,:' C£RT1i,'JC ATES OA AF'.-104VITS OM CY[ WITN~SSES OA PERSONS MAVINC. PERSOHA\.. ll(NQ""• 

LEOC:E OF FACTS 4RE NOT INCLOSEO. CIVE Rl:ASO,.S 

Statements Enclosed I ·,1------------...... ------------------------------------------1 
20. PERSONS IN IMMEOIATE PROXIMITY OR WHO ASSISTEO IN ACT OR SHAREO IH s.-.ME HAZ,U~O 

I ., 
L FULL N.,.,.E b. SERVICE NO . c. CR40E d. UHIT 

Vu Tung c,.. ?•~o·r NVA.L 2Ilr 219th Sqdn, 41st \ling 

I 
N~en Quang Hien C ;r.cw C.,..,sF NVA.L WO 219th Sqd.n, 41st Ving 
Liner, J'olm D. 05333705 CPT 189th ult Hel Co 
St:ra.tiff, Robert R. 04030843 CPI' 189th Aslt liel Co 

21. ,,.. ..... ., OF AIIOVE PERSONS H4VE BEEN AWAROEO OR ncco ..... ENOEO FOA ............ 0 FOR HEROISM FOR PARTICIPAT/ON _I .. 

THU ACT, C:IYE HAWE ANO TYPE OF ,..,.,RO / -~~9 ~1:. !l Q\.,J~(~-~ l\ao .-t.. 

Vu Tung - IlFC ( Liner, John D. - DFC Q.\yeo.o"\ ~c~\\ f<~~.J 
llguyen Quang Hien - IFC ,stratiff, Robert R. - DF -{\,.1cµ,c.,\.. ~ cv\-, 

I 
22. COMOITIOHS UHOER WHICH ACT 'WAS PERFORMEO 

.. Loe ATloN I b . , .. 

1
c

7
LuJsan,.,, 1: o

6
,.
9
r Es 

, West of Iak To, RVN (Coord.. Class.) 

-
TIME 0"' 0AV 

1600 hrs 

I , 

I 
II 

i 

d. CH4114CT£11 AND COHOITIOHS Otr T£A .. AI,., ANO WEATHER 

Weather: High overcast, rain shavers, good visibility. 
Terra.in 2 High mountains, double and triple jungle canopy, thick undergrowth. 

2l. DESC"l8£ ENE.,_.Y CONOITIONS (1-lorale. Pro,.ln1it1, 1-· ;, •• Ob•ctW'allo11, C11•ut1lllc•. und Aclic,n; wt111t cite wtemy ••• dolnf •nd -"'•' 
II did •• lhe tuu/1 ol lhe eel.) 

NVA force of unknow size vere using road network near LZ. 
Special Forces pls.toon inserted to interdict road. Enemy had snipers in ·treeline 
vho fired upon all aircraft during the approach. Proximity of fire vas 25-50 
meters from LZ. American helicopter hit by 37mm round durilli5 climb-out. No 
American cesu.altie s. Gunships and Tac Air called d n on enemy positions. Eziemy 
casual ties unkno\lil. Enemy :oorale unknown. 

It A. FORM f-'HEv1ous EDITION IS O05O1...t:T I! . 
• • , .. ,.,.,l.>i,,,~---·~-.... ~~~i:;~~ 



·-. ·- ·---··-·····-· ·- ... .. ··- - ··-----
REPROOI.CED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

·.:..-... ... 'I\\~~~,: 

H . UNIT '-'0/1 ... 1,.[, , .... v ... 1..TIES .. NO .. ,u1otu INOIC: ... TE WH ... T THE UNIT w ... a OOINC: .._ T Tl"'lt OF ... c T 

Mission \las to insert a platoon of S, :F. pereoMel into enemy held terraiJl to 
interdict road netvork. Unit morale Yas extremely high vith numerous voluntee~ 
cre'ws to accomplish mission. No allied forces casual ties know at this time. 

25. ,.H ... T WUIE co ... R ... CES WHO WE/IC: IN IMMEOI.I.TE PRO.XI ... ITY OOINC: - HOW 010 THEY PAIITIC:IP .. TE IN THC: .. c, 

Viet?lamese and · American comrades vere varking as a teB..l!l to air assault force deep 
into eneey held terrain, All aircraft vere pa.rt of a flight. As 5 ships (3 VNAF', 

.2 o.s. Army) inserted force, the remainder flev chase and cover. 

PART IV - RECOMMEHOA TIOH FOR A'1t.1,RD FOR ACHIEVEMEHT OR SERVICE 

26 . ..... IT, .. E ... OOU4HTER•. on SECTION IN .... ,,c:11 OUTY ...... , PEIIFOIIM(O 

n . INC 1..USIV[ OATES FOR WHICH REC:OU.,.Et◄OEO 29. HOW IH SAME OR RELATEO ASSIGHMEHT 

ONO 0 TO 8£ RE..,SSIC:NEO ON 011 .. aou1 

za . SERVICE COMPLETED Ovu 0 TO DIC RC:T1n1to ON 011 .. DOuT 

QTO 8£ COMP1.£T£0 ON OR A80UT 0 TO DE 11£1..IEYEO FIIOI .. AO ON OR 480UT 

PART V. TO SE USED FOR ALL RECOMMEHOATIOHS 

10. tlARRATIVE OESCRIPTIOH OF (X] OEEO OR ACT 0 ACHIEVEMEHT-.PERFORMEO OR SERVICE RENOEREO 

FOR All'ARO FOH 11£/lOJS.>i : "Al 4CT V01..UHT4RYI OESCRIOE """ A.CT WAI OuTSTAf'tOIHC: •NO,, tT ""s MOkl y,..,.,.., ..... s 

,-.OAtwU,\.LY E.XP£CT£0 . (a.PL.•IN HOW . lfl' It◄ Ali.KIA.L. ,:'\.IC:HT. DlSCAIOct T VP\t AIIO POSITION Ofl' ••A"'-•"'· Ck£" •011r1c,-. 
o, INOIVIOUA.\... ANO Al..1.. \.,llt .. UIUA\. ClftC\JMjTANCES. 

FOR AWA RO FOR ACJIJ£Y£M£NT OR se11v1C£: T1T1..E ... No DUTIES oF .. uic;1◄ Mt1◄ T, 1Nc1..uo1Nc: C:H•R .. c TEii o~ st11v1cE 0u111Nc: 

PE111100 ,oA WHIC:t'\ R-£.COMWEHOEO (Cl¥• co:npl•I• d••crlpl/OII ol ,.chnlc•I OI .p.,,.,,,,.tJ IJO•i•ion,. Jncl11dlna d••·· "' ..... r~•nt .• n.:f 

le/iel); WH ... T 010 TH[ INCIVIOU•I. 00 THAT MERITS THlt AW .. ROI WHY WAS THI$ 0UTSTAN01H(; "N(tc C:C,-.PAA[O TO CTn(.RS o, 
l..ll<E R,.NK .,..,g [l<PERl[HC:E IN Sll .. 11.AR POSITIONSI 

On 17 Jan 69, CPI' An vas flying as "King Bee" lead out oi Dak To, Republic of-
::i --

Vietnam. His mission ws to fly lead helicopter duri.l:lg an insertion of a pl.a toon 
of Special Forces personnel deep into enemy held territory. Throughout tbe 
operation CP'l' A.-11 had control of 3 VNAF helicopters, 2 una:cmed US A.r!J.y UE.-Hi' s e..11d 
2 light fire tea!!ls of armed helicopters (Cobras and UH-1C 1 s). DJ..r ing the la. te 
afternoon hours he and his flight proceeded to the area of epera tions and began 
the insertion. As he made his approach into the narrov confines of e bo!Ib crater ·. 
clearing, his helicopter came Wlder enemy sniper fire from the high jungle ca.nopy. 

I Despite this, he continued his approach, informed_his flight of veap()na positions, 
and off-loaded his While in a. high orbit a\18.y from the l.!.Jldi 

, 
troops. he was ng ione, 

one of the OS >..rc.y "slicks" came under heavy caliber Yeapons fire, believed to be 
37!!l!!l, and vas mor~ally hit in the fuel cell. CPI' An, upon hearing this, . scanned 
the helicopters bel~v him and sighted one \lith smoke trailing behind . \lithout a 
second thought, a.~d vith complete disregard for his ovn safety, he neeed b..is 
helicopter over and entered a high-speed dive to overtake the bu.ming ship, Bis 
only thoU8ht Yes to do what he could to save the lives of his American coa.rades. 

(continued) 
l 1. OEsCR18£ EFFECTS OR REIUI..TS 

Air strikes were called in on the knovn enemy strongholda. The entire crew of 
the burnin~ helicoPter ~as saved from certain capture er death. 

u. 11(1,.4T£0 POSITION OF PCRSON INITIATIHC: ncco ...... c ... ll. IF APPnovco. l'OAN4R0 ...... 110 l'Oll PflESC.HfATIOH TO 

04TION TO PERSON Q£1NC: 11£CO"'"'Ct101:0 Commanding 
Officer of American support helicopters Same es blocks 1 &: 5. 

H. lh(\.OSUA£1 (lnch.1cJc JJN~••d cJCeCl11n. •kefCh••• ••d •Y• wff• 15. 1vPc0 ,. ... .,..c. c, .... o,t. OR.tr.NCH . •HOT"'-' o, P~A10"' 

n •••••• ,.,..n,. MIIIW1 '•C."Jf•d.J IHITIAllNC MCC01.n.-£N0.A.TION 

Incl #1 Statement - Cranney Rebert H. Moi·rison, Maj, AT, Col!l.!!l.aJl di.og 
Incl if2 Statement - Liner -Incl #3 Statement - Stratiff lG. uc:u .. ,7.u "_j , 
Incl ifo4 Proposed Citation "'hV•~.lt"f.-

IU'.YERSI:: SI De MA y Dt: US£/) rou on..,.,-··r 01-· PIIOPOSEO CITATION, l,J'll) CONTl.'iU~Ce OF ADO YE ITt:MS, IF .... ·:::ct:sSARY. 

Colonel Robert N. Morrison, USA(Ret) 
 Tel:  

(I 
Info Removed by VNCA



I 

I 
I 

~ 
I 
I 
i 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
! 

I 

I, 
I 

I; 

I 

• ~i•:; 

~ 

Block 30 Continued 

as he caught up with the strickened helicopter, he pulled alongside and 
bege.n to vector it into vhat appeared to be a suitable forced . landing. area, : 
As CP.i! An approached the clearing he sav that the numerous stumps and occe.­
siona.l trees vould not permit even a reasonably safe landing, He promptly 
radioed this information to the beleaguered pilots and in case they bad not 
received his transmission, maneuvered his helicopter in such a manner as to 
prevent the slick from landing. -CPr An then proceeded to vector the. burni.llg 
craft into a clearing further to the east. This LZ vas covered 'w'itb high 
eleph.s.:dt grass·=, a.nd··b.ad to suffice due to the lov fuel condition ··or, tbe J..:rmy. 
aircraft. As the OS ship approached the LZ, CPT An flev his aircraft on a 
parallel course and touched dow a fev feet awy. CPT An calmly wi tj!d in 
the b.az.ardous forced l.a...nd..i.Dg zone vhile his American fellovs-in-e.rms eva.­
cuated their crippled aircraft and secured the radios and crev-served wea-
pons. . 
• If it vere ~ot'for CPr An'a split-second reactions to this highly d..e.n8erous 
situation I 4 A.meri~ live 9 vould surely l:B ve been lost. --cPr An repeatedly 
exposed himself to enemy fire by flying at lov-level and by guiding tbe crip­
pled aircraft to a saie landing. CFT An destinguiahed hi.ms.elf on this de. te 
by exceptionally valorous actions above and beyond the call of duty, and in 
the face of a numerically superior force, By doing so, he reflected great 

, credit not only upon hi!!lself, but upon his unit end the Republic of Vietnam 
Air Force, 
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