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, , DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HQ, TASK FORCE '"GARRY OWEN" ( PROV|SIONAL)
IST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO San Franclsco 96490

AVDACO 3 August 1972

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential
‘ Unit Oitation

, THRU; Commanding General

Third Regional Assistance Command
APO San Francisco 96266 '

' TO: Commandin, General

United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AVHAG-DD
APO San Francisco 96375

1, Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-5-1, paragraph
201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential
Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism

in action against an armed enemy during the period 5 April 1972
through 7 July 1972 in the vicinity of the Provincial Capital
of An Loc, Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam,

2, During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion
provided an all out effort of both personnel and units, making -
a significant contribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive
enemy effort in Military Region III, Faced with a multitude of
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in

a mid-intensity war environment that had not heretofore been
experienced, The heroism and professjonal competence displayed
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the
highest recognition, '

3, It is significant that after seven years of service in the
Republic of Vietnam, the battdlion's final and gerhaps most
significant combat support role, was one of assisting the GVN
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AVDACO 3 August 1972
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential
Unit Citation

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date
without the support of U,S, ground forces, The performance
of this battalion during the period S April 1972 through

7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit
in the Vietnam conflict,

OHN N, B
coL, IN
Commanding
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Inclosure 1

SUMMARI OF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF FRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION:

229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION, TASK FORCE "GARRY O-EN", FIRST CAVALRY
DIVISION, U.S. ARMY

MISSION: Conduct aerigl support of GVN defenders of An Loc-Lqt Ninh, to
include armed helicopter gunship support, refugee evacuation, pedical-
evacuation insertion-extraction of troop units and logistics resupply.

CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

229th AHB provides aerial support to GVN defenders vicinity An Loc, loc
Ninh, Quan loi, staging initially out of Song Be,displacinnm as necessarv to
lai Khe and Bien Hoa.

N

EXECUTION:

o

On 5 April 1972 elements of the 229th AHB responded immediately with armed
helicopter support for GVN forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVN
soldiers, U.S. advisors and VN civilians from locations critically threa-
tened by the enemy drive and cammenced logistical resupply operations.
Despite the heaviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encountered by Amy
airmmobile elements, the 229th flying cavalrymen miintazned thexr -support
continuously throughout the 93 day period of the selge.-

. ) ”
As this was not & separate combat operation by U.S. forces but support of
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story -of the valiant efforts of
the 229th AHB are best seen, not in body-coupt: tallles but in more mundane,
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elemen%s of “the 229th AHB flew over
thirteen thousand sorties, treansported over sixteen thousangd 'persorrel,
fired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 20C tons of
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant GVN defenders. This resulted
in the virtual destruction of four. NVA Divisions and 3 KYA Reeiments.

In an atmosphere appraximating that of corventionzl warfare that saw the
introduction, for the first time into MR I1II, of Soviet manufactured armor,
23 and 37um AAA and the SA-7 "Strella" missile, the 229th AHB never faltered,
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts of individual
and collective heroism. .. . N '

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied

the propaganda coup inherent in his quest to capture the provincial capital
was signalled by the insertion of the GVN Chief of State, President Nguyen

Van Thieu, into An Loc with 225th AHB : iistance:-on 7 July 1972.

The facts contained in the citation and this summary are a matter of record.
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Inclosure 2 - Narrative Description

229TH AHB SUPPORT OF GVN FORCES IN THE BINH LONG COUNTEROFFENSIVE

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS

In early April 1972, NVA forces: cantinued the'long-axpect.ed Nguyen Hue
offensive, begun earlier in MR I & MR II, with a massive thrust into MR III.

The weight of the enahy drive, characterized by intense ground wassaults,

heavy indirect fire and armor in strength, fell first upon Loc Ninh (See Incl 3).

At 0530 hours, 5 April 1972, Loc Ninh was brought under heavy attack by
three regiments (275, 174 and E6) of the 5th VC/NVA Division. These attacks
were supported by 5th VC/NVA DIVARTY, and 69th ARTY Cammand consist.i'n}r, of
60/82 mm mortar, 107/122 mm and 240 mm rockets. A series of ground at.‘t:acké
put the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of loc Ninh
compound. latgr in the morning the beleaguered defén&e‘rs"came unhder fire
fram 105/155 mm howitzers captured by the léne'nty', .in' his’ m{emh.elxhing attacks
against several .Small fire bases north of lot Ninh. T oo

At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav was diverted' fram 3/1 Cav AO patrol
in the Bien Hoa area to lai Khe and D Trﬁ, 22951.1’\1-{8‘»455 div'éﬁrt.'ea.fi'dn Tay
Ninh to Quan loi to provide support to ARVN element.s_ i;u .cont.lact..‘ All adr
assets of 229th AHB were placed on 15 minute alegt,for possible evacuation
missions throughout all of MR III. Fire t;aams .fr&h F/79 AFA (Blue Max)
were dispatched fram long Thanh to provide_sx.xppor:c in the vicinity of .I.oc
Ninh. As the Cav Troops and'Blue Max arrived on station, it became apparent
that Quan loi had been overrun and An Loc was surrounded. The Cobras employed

flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of
¢ ¢ °

enemy troops in the open areas of the overrun allied positions.

Enemy AAA fire took its toll, however, with 1 AH1G "COBRA" and crew lost, .

: | (1)
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and 2 AH10s damaged. The enemy anti-aircraft fire, consisting of 37 mm, 23 mm,

51 Cal and small arms waé of the highest intensity encountered in the long
history ‘of Army air operations in South Vietnam. Meanwhile, CHA7 Chinooks
of the 362nd (Aasault. Support Hglic?ipter) aviatior; caupany and Uhl slicks of
A/229 and B/229 were busily engaged in the evacuation ‘of ARVN soldiers, US
advisors and civilians fram Quan loi, as well as the delivery of 115 rein-
forcements and 16 tons of logistics to the defenders of An Loc.'

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of loc Ninh still bangi;'xg on but
the situation had continued .t.o deteriorate. In order to provide more time
on target, the decision was made at 1100 for elements of 229th AHB to stage

. ) .
‘out of Song Be for 'the aerial support of loc Ninh. S-4/229 began th'e‘ship-
ment, by Cl30, of FOL and Class V supplies for rearm and refuel of the

s 0

229th AHB's ofganic aircraft. A jump operations center was establlshed at
Song Be by S-3, 229th AHB to operate the a'irfléld and coordinate ‘missions
for the aircraft. The re-arm, re-fuel point and airfield were fully opera-
Itional by 1435 hours. Gunship operatlons contn,m;ed throuphout the Ioc
Ninh/Quan Loi/An loc area with no abatement ;.n' ground t.o air,f:.re. .

By 7 April it was apparent that loc Ninh‘would soon founder under’ the
sheer weight of enemy numbers. By midmorning, RVA infantry and tanks had
overrun the middle compound and NVA were re:u_;oving captured ARVN artillery
for their own future use. A life and death drams began unfolding in ;unest at
the now=-split compound m-'_anned by Ameri.ca;': adviéors éx{d their Vietnamese
counterparts. MG Hollingsworth, TRAC CG, made the decision to evacuate the
U.S. advisors at loc Ninh (Incl 10-A,  LIFE Magazine Article, 21 Apr 72).
His plan was to hit the enemy infested area as hard as possible with USAF

TAC~Air to knock out the AAA sites, use CS gas to temporarily stun the -
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enemy, send in & "heavy pink team" from F/9th to check out the area for enemy
resistance, and then run a cambat assault of H/75th Rangers onto the strip at
loc Nink_to pick up the U.S. advisors. After the'Tac Air preparation was
canpleted, the "heavy pink tean" went in. The scout approached the strip
from the southeast at tree top level, with the low "cobra" abé;e him 1,000
feet and the high "cobra" up another 1,000 feet. Approximately- five kilo-
meters out from the strip ;ver the rubber plantation surrounding the area,
the team took intensive .51 cal fire which continued the entire way into the
objective. Upon reaching the strip, the scout reported intensive grbuﬁd to
air fire and numerous. hits in his aircraft. Tge Tac air strikes and the CS
had been ineffective against the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk

and worsening weather forced curtailment of fufther reScue efforts that day.

The advisors! last radio transmission priér tozbﬁ;ng overrun stated that
they would try to evade to the south. . Y, .
With the fall of loc Ninh, it became apparent that the next enemy tar-

get would be the provincial capital of An Loo.” %%é‘captufé-Qf-a provincial

LS

capital would be a propaganda coup for the enemy and would &i.'elé' the NVa
the opportunity to iggfhgwgﬁiyevolutionary goverfmfé; in the heartland of
MR III. The decisiggﬁaé$ m;de by GVN to hold An doc at all costs. (See
Inclosure 3). ., | »

The battle'of'zggfsétéai be characterized by five distinct periods.
The first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and 19-22 Apr 72 were characterized
by heavy, intense attacks by fire a ~ concentrated sustained, coordinated
infantry and armor attacks. The second and f;ur;h periods, from 15 Apr -
18 4pr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were périods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging personnel and equipment

(3
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battles. In addition‘to the amor support, the 69 Artillery Camnand and its
three regiments (42, 208 and 271) supported the offensive. The 208 Rocket
Regt was in general support of the 9 VC Division, and its three subordinate
battalions were located approximately 7-10 km frcm' An Ioc. The L'2'Rocket
Artillery Regt was also in general support, with its three'subgrdinate bat-
talions also located around An Loc. The third regiment, which had been re-
cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-Aircraft Rest. ‘The regiment
and its subordinate battalions rinpged An lLoc with almost cons.tant,. intense
and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first time, MR III experienced 23 mm
anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (STRELLA) missiles were also employed in the An loc
area in a general suppbrt role. Additionally dufing Phase I, the 429 gappe;r
Gp (-) participated, employing at least three sapper battallons (9, 13, and

14) in a support role. The sapper units, which werc’a co:roletely fa.m.har with
the Binh Long-Binh Duong area and the t.ran’s;shlment pomt,s w_ere used pri-
marily as ccmno-luisonpersonnel, guiding the main force unit through the area,
The 229th AHB was tasked with aerlal support. in’ congunctlon with USAF
and VNAF TAC AIR and aerial resupply drops and B—52 strlxes (Incl lO-D) In order to
cut turn-around time for the task, the extensive POL/rearm facility at Song

-

Be was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to lai khe for support of the An
ioc defenders of the perimeter. By m.ght.fall t:he.I..al Khe staging area was
canplete and fully operational with the S-3 jump operations center,

10 - 12 April 1972 saw a continuation of the fierce contention for An
iwc. Gunships of both CAV Troops and Blue Max were continuously on station
providing close aerial support for the czefendgrs .in the block-by-block,

house—to-housg contest for control of the'besieged city. AAA fire continued

in ever increasiné volume, While CH-47's of 362nd began the airlift of re- -

' | (5)
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fugees fram Bu Dép to Song‘Be, 1ift ships of A/229 responded ﬁc the'cail for
help at Tay Ninh.. Dﬁring the night'tﬁe radio relay station ag Nui Ba Den
mountain had been overrun, with several U.5, and ARVN persomel killed or
wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three li}ts, inserting 90 ARVN
reinforcements and evacuating caéualties; each ship taking hits:on every
lift, with two A/229 crewmen wounded. -

Possibly the single most heroic act of the entire ioc Ninh/An Loc
operation occurred mid-morning April 8th, when a D Troop lOH, piloied by CPT
John Whitehead, rescucd nine personnel evading squth frar Loc Ninh to An -loc.

N

(Incl 10-B). Responding to a radioed SOS from the four American advi-
sors, CPT Whitehead laAded under withering enemy fire oﬁly to have his gir-'
craft swamped by desperate ARVN soldiers seek@ng.to escape from the Communist
foes surrounding them. With 9 peofple clinging to th;.;irqfaft and enéﬁy fire
increasing CPT Whitehead did the only thinéip;séibi;. 'He.skipbeh;'bounced
and literally forced his overloaded aircraft into the air with ning survivors
clinging desperately to the tiny helicopter. .Bxﬁ?}go Hoursf 12 April, the
evacuation of 1500 ARVN Troops, 2,000 civilians, six 105 mn hbyifg;fg ard

two 155 mm howitzers fram Bu Dop to Song Be was.completed by C4-47 Chinooks
of the 362nd ASH. .. .

13 April saw the rescue of the 1l wouﬁded Ame;ican advisors from the
hotly contested soccer field at An Loc by e}ements'of the 229th. As tﬂe enemy
intensified his pressure upon the city with armor and infantry, the first
tank kill was scored by F/79TAFA. This was accompanied by the kill of 21
trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of thf 227th AYB. The tank-shoot con-

tinued through the 15th of April proving the deadly capabilities of the attack

helicopter against.armored'véhicles. (e fo-C). While Cobra gunships -

’ | (6)
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of D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to GVN forces in An loc

and to the relief column attempting to forge north from Chon Thanh up enemy
control.iad QL 13 to the qnt}:attled capital, Blue Max flew gunship cover in
support of the VNAF meft‘ion 'of tx;éops in the vicinity of Quan 101 and Chon
Thanh-Lai Khe. o ' B

On 16 April an enemy rbund detonated the ARVN ammunition .dump at lai Khe

rendering the re-amm re-l'h:ic':l point at that location unuseable. S-4/229th AHB
imnmediately shifted rearm and refuel op'erations to Bien lloa And support opera-
tions continued without yausc. The followinp morninn’as soon as the confla-
gration had ceased, th/229th AHB again shifted rearm- refuel opera{tigns ?ack
to lai Khe, accomplishing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa-

cilities over. a distance of 37 km in 24 hours with no pause in support

operations. e o
S o R
Heavy enemy artillery bombardment and amor-supported infantry attack

upon the city of Ax;‘lfg ’t':g?i}pued through the period 17 ;kpr’i.l throagh"'l7 Vay
with enemy penetratfbix‘i‘ﬁ”by armor and infantry;bccux;rilng on 18, 20 and 25
April and 1l and 14 i/.ay. In each instance ARVN rorc.n's .supported b.y Army
aviation repuised bhé*-enmy #nd restored the 'perimeter. The fighting raged
frar house to house, block by block, prec_ludipg"t,he use ‘of USAF TAC Air
within the city due to the proximity of the friendly forces. It wés_in this
enviromment that the attack helicopter gunship proved its mettle. Through
their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras of.Blue Max and the two
Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city
with friendly forces only a scant few meters away. (Incl.l0-C),

During: this period the increasingly poor weather conditions engendered

by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on

(7)
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only two days, the 2lst and 23rd of April, were 229th AHR support operations
partially curtailed due to weather. 23 April was not a total loss as a
| Cobra of F/9 Cav found a hole in the clouds and destroyed an enemy fuel truck
trying to make its way to refuel en;ny tanks under cover of cloud.s: The
'th.h and 28th of April saw the first of.severa.l large ;exch;ngeé' of troops
by 229th AHB at An loc. Fresh troops were flown into the city .qnd wourded
and weary troops rotated to the ARVN Headquarters an:.i stagines area at lai
Khe. Numerous medical evacuation missio.ns were handled during this period.
Whenever a sull in the enemy fire occurred any of the 229th aircraft.in the
area would pop in and snatch the wounded. These instances were 5o numgrous
and routine as to preclude any attempt to properly document them. .

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the aptj-aircraft capabilities
of the enemy w.it.h the appearance of the SI,T?,"S’tre_lla", a"man-pf)rtable, heat-

. ‘- 1o
seeking missile of Soviet manufacture. The first sighting of ‘the new threat

[] ”»

was reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 May 1972. 1Its appe‘arance in ever 'in-
creasing frequency coincided with the camnenc‘eniént-qf the qLast :bié_e,n_emy
push against An loc which had been announced by an inﬂonoopteﬁ eneny radio
transmission. As the tanks began massing for %he assault on 1l April, it
became apparent that the enemy had elected to pléx' his heretofore undetected
trump card to cancel out the advantage held\by the GVN forces with. f.he.ir
overwhelming aerial support. Although.t.rze' SA—7' was to claim 6 AH-1G Cobra
aircraft in the following Weeks, it did not force a curtailment of '};eliéopter
operations as many doubters of the airmobile concept ° | theorized. The ad-
vantage of the missile would be countered in fiid~July as a neﬁly developed
infra-red dissipation modification was infstalled on 229th AH3B aircraft, but for

now the develomment of modified tactics was a matter of the utmost urgency.

(8)
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The tactics employed at ioc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation
on the Pink Team - light fire team theme which had been utilized before in
high intensity AAA environments such as the A Shau Valley operation by the
1st Cavalry Division (Ainmdbile? in’1968. These ;ariations werevﬁhe employ-
ment of heavy fire teams camposed of three ships as opposetl to-the two ship
light-fire-team used by AFA and the use of a "Heavy Pink Team“.;é in same
cases & purple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy Fink feam" consisted
of a LOH in the low level scout role stalked by the firstCobra at.l,BOO feet
to his rear or flank. Upon the LOY rcceiving fire or spottinre a LnryeL the
low Cobra would roll in with immediate suppresoive fire, thus onnblinn the

. 1S
scout ship to evade, and providing an immediate mark for the higher C;bra,
following at 2,500 feet or higher to set up a deliberate rocket pmss. As the

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra woulid be ir a éosition
to covér with a rocket run of his own, th;s alkefnating unt il éiiher destruc-
tion of the target was.ccmplete or exnaustion of fuel or ‘zmmunition necessi-
tated relief on station by another tean. Anptbqg.variatiqn was the "Purple
Teanm" with the LOH, two Cobras and a UK-1H "éi;ck" agsé_higﬁér'éltitﬁde to
serve &s a cammand control element for the tedr and to accomplish recbovery
of downed crews if needed. Tnis beefing ur of the air maneuver elements was
accanmpanied by a shift to low level flieght enrou;e to minimize exposure to
heavy AAA weapons. This, however, incressed the vulnerability to small amms
fire - with the loss of the element ;f‘surprise céuged by daily continued
operations over the same terrain. This caused the modification of tactics
to encompass ever higher enroute altitudes gnd .the use of cloud cover to

good effect even before the introduction,of the “Strella". The arrival of

the "Strella", althgygh;a‘qhantum Jump in AAA technology, had only the effect

F it (9)
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of intensifying the need for this type of tactic in a high inlenszity Asd en-
vironment, The need for chaﬁge in stardad aerial insertion and extraction
tactics also became readily apparent. Whereas previously the emphasis had
been upon large formationsof 1ift ships making classic combat assaults;

this was rendered suicidel becgusé.of the murdercus effect of ;hé nigh in-

tensity AAA and IDF. The tactics employed to circumvert the RAA and IDF

Qas for small flights of one or twec ships to fly sbove cloud cover enroute
to the PZ and utilize a rupidly spiraling hiph overheuzd aprreszch to the

LZ, Pathfinders of HHC, 279th AHB were rec;crnsible for Ianoﬁ{rbl,uéscmblinp

ouatpoing payloads and moving the PZ i clcuay gunrers fourd Lhe' rerk, - This

enabled the 1lift ships to spend minirum time on the PZjoften dcpurting with
[N ’

deadly 105 and 155 rounds impacting on the P2 while they were on short

climbout, o

s 0

Dawn 17.May found the An Ioc perimgley auiet Tor the first tire in 42

,
Y oot

days, with the ¢calm brcken only by occzeional incpminzg 2rtillery or mer-

tar rounds, This lull wes not to coniirie obut it was wurparent fer tge'first
time that the back of the giege had possib%y;bcen_brfken; ;;gfgipe‘the les-
sening of tne ectual ground asssult usern -=r ite thesenemy,still held cormend-
ing positions elong QL 13 %to the south preve%ping srourd noverment beéween An
Loc and Chon Thernh, ard ringed the city ol ir igé with 444 & ihdi}ect fire
registered to almost pinpoint accuracy during the earlier days of.the siege
This made the task of evacuztion of %Arée numbers dead and wourded and the
insertion of reinforcements possible for the first time but hignly hazard-
ous, Massive troop exchanges toock place on 31 Yay, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 20, 22,
29 June and 1 and 5 Jﬁly resulting irs the ttal exchange of 11,153 personnel,
acccrplished with minimal casualties désrite an undiminished curtain of AAA

& IDF fire unequalled by any yet encountered in the Vietnamese conflict,

- ‘ (10)
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The successful defense of An loc received official confimmation by the
insertion of LTG Minh, CG of MR I, followed shortly by counter-guerrilla
warfare consultantto the Presiden§,§ir Robert Thampsonsand finally by the
arrival of the GVN Chief of State P;esident Nguyen Van Thieu. The success-
ful insertion of the dignitaries, despi:te continual AA;A filrc, %as accanplished
jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wing elaméhps of the
Vietnamese Air Force. (Inel 10-E).

FOR THE CCMMANDER:
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. VAT, AGC '

Adjutant .
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Inclosure 3 - AQ VAP
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FOR THE COMMANDER:

4, f /f

AdJltJHt .
S
e “
’ ’
.
’ L )
i ’
g M
[
-
St L b M ] .
I g
» '. ’ L2
.7 i ¢
’
e ’ ]
.
- .
-
] L4



- eam o

e -

L e e e

P e e Sy

, ¢ A

Inclosure 4 -~ Friendly and Enemy Strength & Casuslties

1, Friendly (229th AHB)

JOTAL TOE STR Km O owm T M GAP
1366 8. 13 2 0
2. Enemy
EST STRENSTH FERCEMT DESTRCYED (ES’I‘}

5 VC Div - 9,230
K & Spt 4,680

90%
17, Regt 1,500
E6 Regt . 4,,.°
7 NVA Div - 8,600
141 Regt 1,500
165 Regt 1,500
90%
B & Spt 4,100
9 VC Div - 9,230
271 Regt 1,500
272 Regt 1,500
90%
95C Regt 1,550
Hq & Spt 4,680
69 Arty Cormand - 4,980
Bq & Spt 1,395
42 Arty Regt 800
90%

208 Arty Regt 835
271 AA Regt 800
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Inclosure 4 (Continued)

205 NVA Regt - 1,250 ) ' 90%
101 Regt - 760 90%
429 Sapper Gp - 1,705 90%
203 TK Regt " 100%

FOR THE COMMANDER:

SAMIEL H. IANG
MAJ, AGC
Adjutant
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INCLOSURE 4 ~ (Continued)

',,\

3. COMBAT DAMAGE mucrzn B! ELEMENTS OF 229th AHB (S-2)
e \#r

TDE LOCATION"

"H\..r

060800 - 815905 s D-Elk-p :
061130 822 ;a,f-'* BTy
061402 818903 .- D-Trp
101740 703769  F/9
130935 641706 =, D-Trp
ey 71" 2
131330 811899 MAX
131330 765882 MAX
131500 755883 MAX
131500 775905 MAX
151030 755885 MAX
151400 755880 MAX
171400 778818 MAX
191040 764,887 FaX
201040 756887 MaX
221139 685736 MAX
231245 675995 F/9
24,1645 720973  Ff9
270655 777874, MAX .
271015 760886 MAX
011850 737902 MAX
041430 715768 D-Trp
061335 712568 F/9
071530 721571 F/9
071610 773721 MAX
071118 759885 MAX
111000 755874, MAX
130925 686872 F/9
130930 700875 F/9
130955 75288, MAX
221200 757853 F/79

MISSICN

VR

VR

Spt*

Spt

of 5th ARVN
of 5th ARVK

, VR

Spt
Spt

Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Sot
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt

Bpt

of 5th ARVN
of 5th ARVN

‘of 5th ARVA

of 5th ARVil
of 5th ARVN

of 5th &RVN
of 5th ARV
of 5th ARVK
of 5th ARVN
of.5th ARV
of 5th 4RVN
of 5th ARVN

of 5th LRVN

RESULTS

Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH

‘Spt of 5th ARVN Eng en held Ammo dumps, 02

Ammo -dumps dest 10KBH
16KBd

Enz 01‘en, ~1KBH

En" 02 en trns, 02 trks des

Des 13, 27 end 5 ton trks
Das 06, 2 and 5 ton trks
secondany explouions

Des 01 Tank

Des 01 75 RR

Obg 03 on Tanks, 01 Tank dam,
02 Tunks des :

Obs 04 en Tanks, 03 Tunks dam,
01 Tank des N

(bs 05 en trxs, 03 trks dam,
02 trks des

Obs UNK type en 4/4 site,

.01 ‘A/4 site des

Obs and des 01 7514 RR

Obs &nd eng, 01 en evad, O1KBH
Obs and cn" 01 en FOL trk
des'01 ¢n EC;, wrk

Obs 01 UK size trk, eng

and des

Ots erd des {1 en 51 Cal pos

of 5th &RUN Obs and des 01 en 51 Cal fos,

of 5th*ARVN

TRAC

Spt
Spt

Spt
Spt

Spt

Alr
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt

Spt

TRAC .o
TRAC -+ -

TaaC
TRAC

TRAC, Close
Spt

of 5th ARVN
of 5th ARVN
of 5tk ARVN
‘of 5th ARVN

TRAC

03 en KBn

"

Obs end des 01 en 371 pos

Obs and eng O1 én, O1 KBH
Obs 02 ind hiding, eng, 02
en KBH

Ces O1 en, 01 en KBH

Obs 02 ind in open, eng,
02 en KBE

25 en KBH, equip des

Cbs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tanks des
Obs end eng 01 ind, O1 en KBH
Obs 02 2% ton trks, C1 trk des
Obs 03 inu fleeirg Tank, 03
en XEd

Obs UNK no of Tanks end ind
eng, 20 en KEH



Inclosure 4 (Contid)

L. Combat Damage and Casualties Sustained 5 April 1972 - 8 July 1972:

Date/Time Location ‘Unit Mi--ion E A/C Damare 'C'ause Casualties
Apr 051230 725065' MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN  Hvy, 2 Hits -*'51 Cal Nee
051230 - 725065 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 4it ., 51 Cal Ner

054530 759753 ¥AX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL, Exploded  SA-7 2 MIA
061200 672572  F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Hit = - Sm Ams Nep
101400 787720 GS Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN - 51 Cal 1 WIA
111350 758883 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th AIVN Lt 105, 82 Ner
111445 732824, MAX  Spt TRAC and 5th AV Hvy , 51 Cal 1 VIA
231600 765645 cS Spt TRAC and 5th ARVR Lt 30 Cal Nep
Viaw 11340 723574 F/Y  Spt TAC and 5th AV Fod Ui Apms Ner
111205 755872  KAX . Spt TRAC and S5th AVN -+ Cbi SA-7 2 M14
430930 700875  F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt Smohvrs ¢ 1 V1A
131515 739872 F/9 Spt TRAC ané 5th ARVY it Sn ATWS Neg
22,040 765785 MAX  Srt TRAC and 5th ARVK Cho 5A-7 2 KIA
230650 755844  MAX  Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN ., it _ 51 Cal Neg
311230 758871  MAX  Spt TRAC and 5th ARVK o . 51 Cal Neg
Jun 081315 74,5785 MAX  Spt of ¥EDEVAC "~ ° . ¥uod .+ .51 Cal Neg
081300 76.779  MED MEDEVAC ' caL IR 51 Cal Neg
130505 758865 A-Co Spt TRAC and 5tk ARVXN UK Sz Arms 1 VIA
151400 750780 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN It 30 Cal © Neg
200820 769770 F/9 Spt 1st ARVY ABX " Cbu. Sa-7 2 XIp
200830 = 785764 MAX  Ixtract Mission . ., Hvy . .~ . 51, 30 Cal Nep
200830 783762  KAX  Extract Mission' +*  CEL- oo 'URK 2 XIA
211510 758773  MAX  Spt TRAC and 5th £RVY CBL. . . . SA-7 1VIA
221200 808248 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARVX Neg 51 Cal 1 WIa
21,1042 824795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th A3VN  Hvy 51 Cal Xeg
2L1135 824795 362 Extraction of Aircraft Lt Sm Arms Leg
FOR THE COMMANDER: : - .

"»“L(— 4»((’
SAMUEL 6/
MAJ, AGC .

Adjutant

¢ «



Inclosure 5

Part 1,
Citation:

3.

4.

5.

LISTING OF ASSIGIED & ATTACHED UNITS
PARTICIPATING UNJITS

UNIT

Headquarters, 229th
Avistion Battalion (Com-
posite) (Assault Helicop-
ter) (Airmobile Brigade -
Separate)

Detachment 1 (General
Supr ¢'t) Headquarters,
229th Aviation Battalion
(Composite) (Assault
Belicopter) (Airmobile
Brizade - Separute)

Company A (Assault Beli-
copter) 229th Aviation
Battalion (Composite)
(Assault Helicopter)
(Airmobile Erigade -
Separate)

Company B (Assault Heli-
copter) 229th Aviation
Battalion (Composite)
(Assault Helicopter)
(Airmobile Bri.ade -
Separate)

FERIOD
5 A - 7 Jul 72
5 Apr - 15 Jun 72
5 Apr - 7 Jul 72
5 Apr - 7 Jul 72

Company D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72

229th Aviation Battalion

(Composite) (Assault Beli-

copter) (Airmobile ™ igade -

Separate)

Units assigned and recommended for Award of the Fresidential Unit

FREVIOUS UNIT DiCORATIONS
AND DATES

PUC 23 Cct 65 - 26 Nov 65
USARV GO 21 Sep 67

"MUC 1 Sep 65 - 30 Nov 66

USARV GO 17 - 23 Amr 68
Cross of Gallantry w/Falm
9 Auyg 65 - 19 May 69

GO #59 25 Sep 69

PUC 27 Dec 66
USARV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70



hd s, . r DU .
dNhCLe 7 | (Wl ~ L

Furt II. Units attsched & d mecr e i For anare © ivesioer b 1 Unty
Citation: ’

UKIT Voo e 1N R S

*

1. Trocp F (Air) Mk Gevalry S a7 Jul @

2, hattery F (aeriul Artil- 5 A = 7 Juel L tivesidentds) Urlt Citutton
lery) 79th ariiliery 23 Let G0 hen 00 hov B
a 3L 5D 2] Dy 66
3. 362nd aviation Corjmny LA - Jul 7
(Assault Sujpert teli-
copter)

Fart JI1, Units Asnsigned and ot Recorranded for Adward of !residential
Unit Citation:

LA

Iart IV, taice dtteched and hot liacorsended for Awvard of Iresidential
Unit Citation:

N/a
FOR THz CCM2WND.oR:

Mguudnx/'
16

SLMIEL 4,
MAJ, &GC
Adjutent
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| Inclosure 7.

9

AWARDS & DECORATIO!\S FOR PERIOD 5 APRTT - ™ "''LY 1972

AWARD

' Hedal or Hmor

DsC

Silver Star
legion of ﬁerit
DFC '
Soldieris Medal
By WHV

BS

A WN

A .
ACK WH

ACM

Purple Heart

VN Cross of Gallantry
¥W/Gold Star
W/Silver Star

‘RECEIVED

204
180
610

210

40

W/ Bronze Star

VN Honor Medal lst Class
TOTAL:
FOR THE COMMANDER:

1286

PENDING
T

3, .-

5

67

+ LL8

ng :G%f

MAJ,’ AGC
Adjutant

Y ¢

GRAND TOTAL:

1734
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. Inclosure 8 - Statistical Dets o :

R

~ I v

{1 _ 1. Amtion()pautioml Buppox:t Statistics (S-3):
:; mu.{ n_)‘um;: C o 3,275.6 4,275.6  1,772.5 130.4 9,851,6
N . TOTAL # SORTIES 6,471 5,285 1,525 17 13,458
RANSPORTED 14,653 196 1,863 16,712
| 20TAL # dsmrms '
! TRANSFORTED 49 - 68
# ACFT DAMAGED 20 19 n 2 52
# ACFT LOSSES 3 9 4 a 17
| ’ # TONS EAULED 47.4 170.5 217.9

| 2, Logistical Support Statistics (S-4):

) a. During the period 7 April through 10 July 1972, the 229th AHB and
x attached units established and operated rearm and refuel points as indicated
: below:

(1) Rearm Points

(a) Song Be
(b§ Lai Khe
Vung Teu

o~
0

Tey Ninh
: (e) Long Thanh
_ T (f) Lassiter

(2) Refuel Points

e o

: ' | (l lei Khe
(b) Song Be
c) Vung Tau

d) FSB Melanie
| o (e) Long Thanh
‘ (f) Lassiter

| b. The following logistical operations were of special s/ ficance &n
L the battle of An loc:

(1) Song Be
(2) lat Kne

!
-{‘ \~ .d
!
i
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Inclosure 8 (Continued) | , .

N T

c. The lngiatial ope:'atiox; at Song Be supported the 229th AHB and

" attached units with 1,008,625 pounds of smumunition during the six days Song

Be rearm operated, The 229th expended 22,400 rockets and well over 500,000
40om and smaller caliber rounds. The 229th and attached units used 2,154,263

pounds of JH. during the six days of operations at Song Be.

4. During the period 7 April through 10 July 1972, the 229th AHB and
attached units consumed and expended 17,591,368 pounds of JF, and 5,101,274
pounds of wmmunition,

*

(1) Totel Lbs JP, Used 7 Apr thru 10 July 72:

il LASS ‘'~ 8B
9,657,000 9,014,000 920,368
(2) Comdined Total, Total Lbs JP, Used 7 Apr thru 12 Apr in suppart
Song Be/An Lac: .

lass - 687,895

IT - 546,000

BE - _920.368
¢ 2,154,263

.3, Combat Damage Inflicted By Elements of 229th AH3 (S-2):

I LOCATICN UNIT  MISSION RESULTS
~ Apr 060800 815905 D-Trp VWR Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH

061130 822907 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVN  Eng en held Ammo dumps, O2
Ammo dumps dest, 10KBH

061402 818903 D-Trp VR 16KBH

- 1017,0° 703769 F/9 Spt of 5th ARVH Eng 01 en, 1KBH
130935 64,1706 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVA Epg 02 en trks, 02 trks des
VR
?
131330 811899 MAX Spt of 5th ARVN  Des 13, 24 and 5 ton trks
131330 765882  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Des 06, 2§ and 5 ton trks

secondary explosions

131500 755883  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Des 01 Tank

131500 775905  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Des 01 75M4 RR

- 151030 755885  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Obs O3 en Tenks, Ol Tank dam,

02 Tanks des

151400 755880 MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 04 en Tenks, 03 Tenks dam,
0l Tank des

171,00 778818  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 05 en trks, 03 trks dan,
02 trks des

191040 764887  MAX Spt of 5th ARVY  Obs UNK type en A/A site,

—— e s

01 A/A site des



oy P
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-'\_‘:I"‘

S

ey

| aomo 756887 g
221139 685736
. 2dAAUS5 . 615995

241645 720973
270655 © TTTEN,
271015 760886
011850 73792
04430 715768
061335 712568
071530 721571
071610 773721
071118 759885
111000 75587,
130925 686872
130930 700875
130955 75288,

221200 757853

Sl “xnclomo 8 (Gontimd)

D-Trp
¥/

o

MAX

" Spt of 5th ARVN

HI&L RESULIS

Spt of 5th ARVN s and des 01 75MM RR

8pt of 5th ARVN and eng Ol en evad, O1KBE

8pt of 5th ARVN and eng 01 en FOL trk,
01 en POL trk

Ept of 5th ARVK
Spt of 5th ARVN

Spt of 5th ARVN

8??&?;'.'??9

%3

and

1 UNK sise trk, eng

dea 0l en 51 Cal pos
des Ol en 51 Cal pos,

n KBH
Obs and des 01 en 37MM pos

TRAC

Spt TRAC Obs and eng Ol en, O1 KBi

Spt TRAC Obs R ind hiding, eng, O2
en KBH

Spt TRAC Obs 01 en, 01 en KBH

MAX == Spt TRAC Obs O2 ind in open, eng,

02 en KBH

Spt TRAC, Cluss 25 en KBH, equip des

Alr Spt

MAX
¥/9
¥/9
MAX

F/79

Spt of 5th ARVN
Spt of 5th ARVN
Spt of 5th ARVN
Spt of 5th ARVN

en KBH

Spt TRAC

Obs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tanks des
Obs and eng Ol ind, Ol en KBH
Obs 02 24 ton trks, Ol trk des
Obs 03 ind fleeing Tank, 03

Obs UNK no of Tanks and ing,

eng, 20 en KBH

4. Combat Damage and Casualties Sustained 5 April 1972 - 8 July 1972:
Date/Time Locztion Unit Misslon

051230
051230
051530

. 1061200

101400
111350
111445

- 23160

071340
111205
130930
131515

221040

230650
311230

725065

725065
759753

672572

787720
758883
732884
765645

723571
755672
700875
739872
765785
755844,
758871

F/9

F,
%

MAX
VAX

Spt TRAC gnd 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRuC end 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVHN

Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVH
Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN

A/C Dsmage Ceuge Cagyelties
Hvy, 2 Hits 51 Czl Neg
It, 1 Hit 51 Cal Neg
CBL, Exploded SA-7 2 NIA
Lt, 1 Hit So Arms Neg
Lt $1 Cel 1Vvia
Lt 105, 82 Neg
Hvy 51 Cal 1WA
1t 30 Gal Neg
Mod So Arms Neg
CBL SA.7 2 MIA
1t Sm Arms 1 WIA
It Sm Arms Neg
CBL SA.7 2 KIA
Lt 51 Cal Neg
Lt 51 Cal Neg



x Juh 081315 . 71.5'785
081300 . 761779
. 130905 - 758865
191400  7507€0

200820 - 769770
- 200830 - 785764
200830 783762
- 211510 .. 758773
221200 . 808848
- 241042 824795
241135

FOR THE COMMANIER:

MAX Spt of MEDEVAC
MED MEIEVAC

A-Co 8pt TRAC anmd 5th ARVN
F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
F/9 Spt ist ARVN ABN
MAX Extract Mission:

MAX Extract Mission

MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVK
B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN

Bvy
362 Extraction of Aircaft Lt -

et

MAJ, AGC
Adjutant

4/C Depage . Cause ]

Mod
CBL
UNK
Lt

CEL

- By

CEL
CEL
Reg

51 Cal Neg
51 Cal Neg
Sm Arms 1 WIA
30 Cal Neg
SA-7 2 KIA
" 51, 30 Cel Neg
UNK 2 KIA
847 1 WIA
51 Gl 1 VIA
51 Cal Neg
Sm Arms Keg
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Inclosure 9 - Extract 3/1 CAV - TF "Garry Owen", S-3 Journal

5 April. 1972:

0815 hours - Trac moving F/9 to Quan Loi to work against ground attacks in
the Loc Ninh Area. Quan loi secure at this time.

0915 hours - TRAC: Request gunship cover work out of.Quan. lcn around loc
Ninh and An loc. Sent 1 heavy section and 1 light section. -

0920 hours = CG: 229th all birds on 15 minute standby alert.-

0920 hours = F/79 heavy section of cobras bounced.

0945 hours - Lai Khe to be used for refuel/rearm to support TRAC.

0945 hours - D/229 put on alert by TRAC, send assets to lai Khe.

0945 hours - F/79: light section bounced to lai Khe. '

1005 hours = DCO=-A: At XT788455 reported large traffic jam near old fire-
base, activity on the base.

1055 hours = CG; 'MAC: Quan loi overrun, fuel pomt. intact, An Loc sur-
rounded. The 174th NVA Regt is betwcen An loc and loc Ninh. The enemy is
trying to cut the road between An loc end lai Khe.
1140 hours = D/229: 3 Pink Teams off for Lai Khe.
1240 hours - F/9: 2 Cobras hit but flying toward L.K. both A/C made it
safely. 1 light damage, 2’ heavy damage.

1410 hours - CG TRAC: Directed 3rd Bde to rescue 5 V.S. personnel at Quan
ioi TOC. DCOsA is on the scene and talking to personnel on ground.

1515 hours - DCO-A: Prepare to send 10 UE-)H and, 4 CH-L? to Quan Loi to

N ,

extract 8 U.S. and 130 ARVN at Quan loi. . VI ..
1530 hours - DCO-A: Blue Max AH-1G exploded in the air, went down XT759753,
no apparent survivors. Shlp is Max 34. *

1535 hours - DCO-A: Send 10 ships lift and 4 CH-L? ASAP C“-L7 to load
first, then 10 1lift ships.

1600 hours - 22%th S-3 lift enroute, CH-47 armvéd et 1620 hours; . ‘Evacuees
taken to TSN. )

1625 hours -~ First CH-47 coampleted 1lst extraction. o

1628 hours - Second CH-47 landed and cazpleted extraction.

1640 hours - Third CH-47 sortie campleted.

1700 hours - First flight of 5 slicks on the greurd; 1703 hours-extraction

canpleted. Enroute to L. K. for fuel. Fourth CH-47 ordered to return W/0
landing at Q. L. so.that slicks could catinue extraction.

1703 hours - Second flight of 5 slicks landed, extraction campleted at 1705
hours enroute to L."K. for fuel.

1715 hours - TRAC G=31= F/9 and D/229 Cay Troops will remain at lai Xhe as
late as possible tq‘ught and ‘prepare to go back tomorrow.

1815 hours - DCO-AL!“Retain 2 sections of }AX in Bde A.0. have released D/229
will release MAX and-return W/F/9 at 1900 hours. Returning to Loc Ninh area.
1830 hours ~ DCO~-A: All aviation elements released, ordered to B. H.

2015 hours ~ TRAC G-3+: Plan-to Provide air gssgts tomorrow for possible
extraction throughowt*MR 'II: .

(1)



> B ;"i.s oyt of aasembled 'rockets.: F/9 Blues are at
hinock sorties of ammo being lifted, C-130 loads
X ad ;1000 hours. * ¥ore re:__ people being as: led.
_-')ﬂ.éd o, canpound at loc Ninh apparently overrun by NVA,
. o ~‘- nd.. Contact with zippo lost for short time but

houzs s = DCC “\",4..(, have left campound and headed.into Loc ¥inh city

,:iwimtbci parimeter-of empo.mu, attack broken. We will try te drop NAPALY
cn perimster hun\ter. .

‘ ]:lrenewed on Loc Ninh by tanka und tnfantry. Need

honr_s ,_fmAC{ Rescﬁe operation for advisors at Loc Ninh. .05 UH-1H and

: 75t.ti Ranger to be camitted if possible to extract U.S. personnel
. 1045 Rangers st Song Be M24, K17 Gas Masks, LAWS, M-60 ammo being passed to
Song s to be distributed to rangers and aviators.

1125 hours ~ TRAC: Downed UH-1H at XT 707602. D/229 covered no CAS.

1330 ‘hours - DCO-As ~ ‘Briefing at Sony Be on rescue operations.

1425 hours - S-4t - Eotimated 8 sortics of C-i30 CL V will land at 5.8. DCO-B
says get more,

1500 hours - TRAC: Bay run may be delayed bcyond 1600 hours. o
1510 hours = CG TRAC: Zippo 66 has moved position due east of warehouses on
W side of strip. First Arclite at 1512 hours.

1510 hours - F/9 Cav: Request med 2 bounced to Song Be ASAP skids up 1512
hours. ' ) PR . ’ ,

1525 hours - TRAC: Bay run delasyed to 1730 hours.

1550 hours - DCO-A: Rescue ops to go at d£4O hours.

1635 hours - CG TRAC: Bay run at 1650 hours. -+ Cooan
1650 hours - D/229: CH-47 (362nd Avn Co) hit at An Loc¢ p:.clf up zone. Head-
ing S to secure L.Z.- ..
1700 hours - CG: Requesfed one more gunship section fram B H. Ve now have
only 1 section of gunships at Bien Hoa.
1700 hours - An loc advisors evacuated by 229&"'

1702 hours - DCO-A: Rescue operation Loc KNinh startmg
1735 hours ~ DCO~A: LOH ¥/9 checking Loc Lmh L.Z. Took heavy 51 cal rire
frax E, W, SW, NE, '
1745 hours - Song Be: Need two more hooks at Dong Be to sling out downed
aircraft. : - S
1800 hours - F/9: 1iOH seriously shot up, going to Song Be. .
1846 hours - CG TRAC: Vontact lost with zippo 66 at 1846. He was evading
into city to try to make it till morning. .

.

8 April 1972:

e

0435 hours -~ An loc under gas and 75 mm rr attack. .
0520 hours - TRAC requests flare birk and gun section to go to Mui Ba Dinh :
taking incaming and suspect sapper attack F/79 hounced 1 section at 0530.

Kearm and POL at ™MW F/79 Cobras to cofer dustoff 02 U.S. wounded at NBD. .

0630 hours - Skids up for F/79 guns for An loc. '

0705 hours ~ Notified medevac to have ship at Song Be. Long Binh dustoff

will backup with a ship at iai Xhe. -

' B (3)
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09&5 ‘hours ‘4"-‘1)/229: Spotted 3 houses full of enemy. Returned.to lai Khe
a.ud pieked ‘0P ARVN HD _Beturned to site near Quan loi. At 0900 hours,

o ) }wu 'ﬂestmyud, one ‘individual egcaping engaged and killed} results
.3 houses destroyed, "1 enemy KBH.
52100 hours = DGt - Bstablish reamn-repol point at Song Be in order to reduce

-,.f,ltum-arwnd ‘time in An Loc. - loc Ninh area. Will use assets already on

pund and uplenuh..,
O hours =/DCO~As “Gredit D/229 with 10 XBH.

1250 hours = ,CG mc/nco TRAC: loc Ninh still getting heavy artillery fire.
Several-indirect fire positions verified and destroyed. 2 companies*of 92nd

Rangers. W/5 AFC's broko through fram north into Loc Ninh and one compery fram
the sauth, ..

© 1255 hours - '.?/91 At. 1200 hours, vicinity of XT672953 3 AH-1G took urﬁmow'n

amount GAF. All 3 ehips took hits and landed safely at L.K. Assessment to
folloy. "

1,00 hours - DCO-A: UHF beeps from vic X'I'759753 TASH checklng area and will
get haning bird into location. )

14,35 hours - AAE: CH-47 reports Song Be POLr opene |

1545 hours = CG: Loc Ninh under constant pressure, mortar at.tack and ground
attack coming fram the west. District compqund penetrated but gunships broke
the attack. Gunships nrmg final protecuve fires along the periteter,.
1555 hours - CG: Cobras 'going to Song Be fran Loc Ninh for POL/REARM.

1615 hours - D/229: Total kills reported for D/229 is 27. .

1810 hours - F/9: XV 727132, 17, OH AH-1G receh’edeheﬁ"y ‘5).c3l ‘GAF .at 2500
feet, 100 KTS Negative hits, engaged with org unk res.

1855 hours - DCO-A: D/229, F/9 have been released, €nroute’ B. H.,‘ one sec-—
tion F/79 will expend prior to returning, others enroute. .

1905 hours - D/229: At Quan Loi, Pink Team rolled hot at 14630 hours because
Quan lLoi attatked from south at the airstrip. « .

1905 hours ~ D/229:¢ XT818903 1815; Multiple secondary’ explos;ons frcm rub-
ber on N side of airstrip, originally a 3 prong attack supported by ING fire
from hoochs east. D/229 turned back attack toward POL by using nails.

1930 hours - D/22G: XT671905 Cobra took wnknown amount of fire fram 51 cal,
neg hits, engaged with org unk res. ]

2100 hours - late Entry D/229: AH-1G on VR took 51 cal and ING fire eng W
org rest 15 en KBH.

7 April 1972:¢ . .
0600 hours - TRAC: F/79 gunships are to be at Loc Ninh at first light.
Skids up on 5 AH=1G. ' : ’

0715 hours -~ TRAC: OSend additional AH-1G to loc Ninh. 5-3 ops reports 1 -

additional section enroute at 0730 hours.

LM
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Inclosure 3 -~ A0 VAP ;
- Map Depicting Enemy Dispositions and Salient Activities of 229th AHB,
FOR THE COMMANDER: '
@Q’lb«f[’/ﬂu
WWuiL M, o
. A"'!\J, AGC
Adjutant .
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enemy, send in 8 "heavy pink team" from F/9th to check out the area for enemy
res_iata{xce, and then run a cambat assault of H/75th Rangers onto the strip af.
loc Ninh to pick up the U.S. advisors. After the Tac Air preparation was
canpleted, the "heavy pink team" went‘ in. The scout gpprolgched the strip
from the southeast at tree top level, with the low "cobra” abc;;e him 1,000
feet and thg high "cobra" up another 1,000 feet. Approximately-five kilo-
meters out from the strip :’iver the rubber plantation surrounding the area,
the team took intensive .51-cal fire which continued the entire way in't.o the
objective. Upon reaching the strip, the scout reported intensive grbu;md to
air fire and numerous. hits in his aircraft. Th.e Tac air strikes and the CS
had been ineffective against the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk

and worsening weather forced curtailment of further rescue efforts that day.

The advisors' last radio transmission pri¢r to,being ove_ri'ur}. stated that

they would try to evade to the south. . . ”

With the fall of loc Ninh, it became apparent that the next. gnemy tar-

get would be the prov;anial capital of An Loo.*‘ The ca.pture of -a ‘provincial

Ehi

capital would be a propaganda coup for the enemy md would yield the Na

- 4

the opportunity to se‘f"np ﬁr
MR III. The decisio:a was ‘made by GJN to hold An doc at all costs., (See
Inclosure 3), '
The battle of ﬂ‘l‘:}fc 1can be charact.ea:ized by five distinct periods.

The first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and 19-22 Apr 72 were characterized
by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated
infantry and armor attacks. The second'and f;ur:ch periods, from 15 Apr =
18 &pr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were pe'riods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging personnel and equipment

(3)
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Inclosure 4 (Continued)

: 205 NVA Regt ~ 1,250
' 101 Regt - 760
429 Sapper Gp - 1,705
203 TK Regt
FOR THE COMMANDER:
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Map Depicting Enemy Dispositions and Salient Activities of 229th AHB,
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_ , DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HQ, TASK FORCE 'GARRY OWEN" (PROVIS

|
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (A|RMOBILE

?NAL)
APO San franclisco 96490

AVDACO 3 August 1972

SUBJBCT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential
: Unit Oitation

, THRU; Commanding General

Third Regional Assistance Command
APO San Prancisco 96266 ‘

' TO: Commandin, General

United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AVHAG-DD
APO San Francisco 96375

1, Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-5-1, paragraph
201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential
Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism

in action against an armed enemy during the period § April 1972
through 7 July 1972 in the vicinity of the Provincial Capital
of An Loc, Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam,

2. During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion
provided an all out effort of both personnel and units, making -
a significant contribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive
enemy effort in Military Region III, Faced with a multitude of
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in

a mid-intensity war environment that had not heretofore been
experienced, The heroism and professjonal competence displayed
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the
highest recognition, '

3. It is significant that after seven years of service in the
Republic of Vietnam, the battalion's final and perhaps most
significant combat support role, was one of assgsting the GVN

T e g ——————
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AVDACO

¢ ?

3 August 1972

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential

Unit Citation

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date
without the support of U.S, ground forces. The performance
of this battalion during the period 5 April 1972 through

7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit
in the Vietnam conflict,

S

) OHN N, B

coL, IN
Commanding

10 Incl

1. Sumnary of Recommendation

2, Nerrative w. “4ntion

3., A0 Mup

4. Friendly and Enery Cusualti~s and Strengths

5. Listinz of Units

6. DProposed Citation

7. Awards and Decorations

8., Staticticsl Data

9. Extract 5-3 Opns Llog

10, Staterents of Witnesscs, letters of Commendation and News Stories



Inclosure 1

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF FRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION:

229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION, TASK FORCE "GARRY 01"'N" FIRST CAVALRY
DIVISION, U.S. ARMY .

MISSION: Conduct aerial support of GVN defenders of An Loc-Lqt Ninh, to
include armmed helicopter gunship support, refugee evacuation, nedical-
evacuation insertion-extraction of troop units and logistics resupply.

CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

229th AHB provides aerial support to GVN defenders vicinity An Loc, loc
Ninh, Quan loi, staging initislly out of Song Be,displacins as necessary to
lai Khe and Bien Hoa.

EXECUTION:

‘i

On 5 April 1972 elements of the 229th AHB responded immediately with armed
helicopter support for GVMN forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVN
soldiers, U.S. advisors and VN civilians from locations critically threa-
tened by the enemy drive and cammenced logistical resupply operations.
Despite the heaviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encountered by Amy
airmobile elements, the 229th flying caval‘rymen miintamed their -support
continuously throughout the 93 day period of the selge. -

' [] ’
As thies was not a separate combat operation by U.S. forces but support of
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story of the valiant efforts of
the 229th AHB are best seen, not in body-coupt: ta,llles but in more mundane,
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements of “the 229th AHB flew over
thirteen thousand sorties, trensported over sixteen thousangd 'persorrel,
fired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 20C tons of
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant GVN defenders. This resulted
in the virtual destruction of four. NVA Divisions and 3 N\{A Reeiments.

In an atmosphere appraximating that of conventionzl warfare that saw the
introduction, for the first time into MR III, of Soviet manufactured armor,
23 and 37mr AAA and the SA-7 "Strella" missile, the 229th AHB never faltered,
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts of individual
and collective heroism. c . .

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied
the propaganda coup inherent in his quest to capture the provincial capital
was signalled by the insertion of the GVN Chief of State, President Nguyen
Van Thieu, into An Loc with 22G9th AHB assistance: 7 July 1972.

The facts contained in the citation and this summary are a matter of record.



Inclosure 2 - Marrative Description

229TH _AHB SUPPORT OF GVN FORCES IN THE BINH LONG COUNTEROFFENSIVE

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS

In ‘early April 1972, NVA forces: cantinued the long-expected Nguyen Hue
offensive, begun earlier in MR I. & MR II, with a massive thrust i'nto MR YII.
The weight of the endny drive, characterized by intense ground assaults,
heavy indirect fire and armor in strength, fell first upon loc Ninh (See Incl 3).
At 0530 hours, 5 April 1972, Loc Ninh was brought under heavy attack by
three regiments (275, 174 and E6) of the S5th VC/NVA Division. These attacks
were supported by 5th VC/NVA DIVARTY, and 69th ARTY Cammand consistir;g_ of
60/82 mm mortar, 107/122 mn and 240 mm rockets. A series of ground at.‘t:acké
put the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of loc Ninh
compound. later in the morning the beleaguered deféx{de'rs‘.came uhder fire
fran 105/155 mm howitzers captured by the 'énémy', .in' his ow{ewhelﬁning attacks
against several small fire bases north of lod Ninh. L o

At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav was diverted' fram 3/1 Cav A0 patrol
in the Bien Hoa area to lLai Khe and D Trb, 229t;h.}ll.HB¢Wa's div‘é'yt'e'd.fi'dn Tay
Ninh to Quan loi to provide support to ARVN element.s_ i;\ cont’act.' All air
assets of 22%th AHB were placed on 15 minute alegt. for possible evacuation
missions throughout all of MR III. Fire teams from F/79 AFA (Blue Max)
were dispatched fram long Thanh to provide'sx.xpport': in the vicinity of .Ioc
Ninh. As the Cav Troops and.Blue Max arrived on station, it became apparent
that Quan loi had been overrun and An loc was surrounded. The Cobras employed
flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of

‘
eneny troops .in the open areas of the overrun allied positions.

Enemy AAA fire took its toll, however, with 1 AH1G "COERA" and crew lost, .

. | (1)
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and 2 AH10s damaged. The enemy anti-aircraft fire, consisting of 37 mm, 23 mm,

51 Cal and =mall amms was of the highest intensity encountered in the long

history ‘of Army air operations in South Vietnam. Meanwhile, CHL7 Chinooks
of the 362nd (Assault.Support Hglic6pter) aviatiaé caupany and Uglfslicks of
A/229 and B/229 were busily engaged in the evacuation of ARVN soldiers, US
advisors and civilians fram Quan loi, as well as the delivery of 115 rein-
forcements and 16 tons of logistics to the defenders of An Loc..

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of loc Ninh still hangiﬁg on but
the situation had continued.to deteriorate. In order to provide more time

on target, the decision was made at 1100 for elements of 229th AHE io stage

o .

‘out of Song Be for.the aerial support of loc Ninh. S-4/229 began the ship~
ment, by C130, of POL and Class V supplies for rearm and refuel of the
229th AHB's ofganic aircraft. A jump oper. ions center was established at

Song Be by S5-3, 229th AHB to operate the a fiéld and coondtﬁaée.missions

for the aircraft. The re-arm, re-fuel poi and airfield were fully Spera-

’tional by 1435 hours. Gunship operations qpnpigued ihrogghou; the Loc

. 7

-

Ninh/Quan Loi/An loc area with no abatemen in grounq:tp a%{,fi%e.'

By 7 April it was apparent that loc Ninh‘would soon founder under the
sheer weight of enery numbers. By midmorning, XVA infantry and tahks had
overrun the middle compound and NVA were rr o;iné captured ARVN artillery
for their own future use. A life and deat! drams began unfolding in ;arnest at
the now-split compound mgnned by Ameri;a; L_viéors éﬂa their Vietnamese
counterparts. MG Hollingsworth, TRAC CG, t._de the decision to evacuate the
U.S. advisors at loc Ninh (Incl 10-A, LIl Magazine Article, 21 Apr 72).

His plan was to hit the enemy infested area as hard'as possible with USAF

TAC-Air to knock out the AAA sites, use CS gas to temporsrily stun the -

(2)
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enemy, send in & “heavy pink team" from F/9th to check out the area for enemy
resistance, and then run a cambat assault of H/75th Rangers onto the strip at
loc Nin; to pick up the U.S. advisors. After the Tac Air preparation was
canpleted, the "heavy pink team" went in. The scout approached the strip
from the southeast at tree top level, with the low "cobra" ab;;e him 1,000
feet and the high "cobra" up another 1,000 feet. Approximately- five kilo-
meters out from the strip sver the rubber plantation surrounding -‘the area,
the team took intensive .51 cal fire which continued the entire way into the
objective. Upon reaching the strip, the scout reported intensive grbuﬁd to
air fire and numerous.hiis in his aircraft. Tge Tac air strikes and the CS
had been ineffective against the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk

and worsening weather forced curtailment of fufther re$cue efforts that day.

The advisors' last radio transmission pricr t°2bﬂi“g ove;ruql stated that
they would try to evade to the south. . ‘ ) ;

With the fall of loc Ninh, it became apparent that the next4énemy tar-
get would be the provincial capital of An lo&.;ﬂfké'capmufe-;fta ‘provincial
capital would be a ;rop.gandn coup for the enemy and would ii;lé'the W A
the opportunity to_iggigg.gi;revolutionarr goverfmfgl in'the heart%and of
MR III. The decisiazﬁags-made by GVN to hold An doc at all costs. (See
Inclosure 3). “' . |

Tre battle of'lﬁiigézékg be characte:ized by five distinct periods.

Tne first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and 19-22 Apr 72 were characterized
by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated
infantry and armor attacks. The second” and f;urih periods, from 15 Apr -

18 &pr 72, and 23.Apr - 1l May 72 were periods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging personnel and equipment

(3)
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battles. In addition'to the amor support, the 69 Artillery Cammand and its
three regiments (42, 208 and 271) supported the offensive. The 2038 Rocket
Regt was in general support of the 9 VC Division, and its three subordinate
battalions were located appraximately 7-10 km fran'An ioc. The ez'Rocket
Artillery Regt was also in general support, with its three’subPrdinate bat-
talions also located around An Loc. The third regiment, which had been re-
cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-Aircraft Regt. 'The regiment
and its subordinate battalions ringed An loc with almost con;tant; intense

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first time, MR III experienced 23 mm

anti-sircraft fire. SA-7 (STRELLA) missiles were also employed in the An loc

‘Q

area in a general suppbrt role. Additionally dufing Pnase I, the 429 Sapper
Cp (=) participated, employing at least three sapper battallons (9, 13, and

o

14) in a support role. The sapper units, which were counletely farlllar with

‘, .

the Binh Long-Binh Duong area and the transshlpment p01nts, were used pri-
marily as commo-llaisonpersonnel, guiding the main force unit through the area,
The 229th AHB was tasked with aerlal support in’ congunctlon with USAF

and VNAF TAC AIR and aerial resupply drops and b-52 str kes (Incl 10-D), In order to
cut turn-around time for the task, the extensive POL/rearm facility at Song
be was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to lai khe for support of the An
.~oc defenders of the perimeter. By nightf;ll éke'iai Khe staging area was
carplete and fully operational with the S-3 jump éperations certer, .

10 - 12 April 1972 saw a continuatioh of tﬁe fiéfce contention for An
wc. Gunships of both CAV Troops and Blue Max were continuvously on station
providing close aerial support for the Qefendgrs,in the block-by~block,

house-to-house contest for control of the besieged city. AAA fire continued

in ever increasiné volume. While CH-L7's of 362nd began the airlift of re- -

’ (5)
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INCLOSURE 4 - (Continued)
3. COMBAT DAMAGE m_nc'rzn EY ELEMENTS OF 229th AHB (s-2)

e

IDE LOCA TIO e

060800 -

061130
061402
101740
130935

131330
131330

131500
131500
151030
151400
171400
191640
201040
221139
231245
2,1645
270655
271015
011850

041430
061335

071530
071610

071118
111000
130925
130530
130955

221200

e [~
© INIT
815905 “**" D-'ﬁ'P,
2 N - .'

818903 - D-Trp
703769  F/9
641706 ~ 7 D-Trp

..Agwﬂb.’ ‘
811899 MAX
765882 MAX
755883 MAX
775905 MAX
755885 HAX
7558€0 MaX
778818 FaX
76.,887 FaX
256857 o
675995 F/9
720973  F/9
777874 YAX .
760886 MAX
737902 MaX
715768 >-Irp
712568 £/
721571 E/S
773721 wAZ
759885 hAX
755674 M
72 Ff9
700875 F/9
752884 ¥AX
757853 F/79

MISSICN

VR

VR

Spt*

Spt

of 5th ARVN
of 5th ARVX

’ vR

Spt
Spt

Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt
Sot
Spt
Spt
Spt
Spt

Ept

of 5th ARWN
of 5th ARVN

‘of 5th ARVN

of 5th ARVi!
of 5th ARV

of 5th ARVE
of 5th ARVS
of 5th ARVE
of 5th ARVN
of .5th ARV
of 5th 4LRVN
of 5th ARVN

of 5th &RVN

.01 4/4 site

"

RESULTS

Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH

Spt of 5th ARVN Eng en held Ammo dumps, 02

Ammo -dunps dost 10KBH
16KBd

Enz O1‘en, -1KBH

En~ 02 en trau, 02 trks des

Des 13, 2> end 5 ton trks
Dos 06, 2+ and 5 ton trks
secondary oxplozions
Des 01 Tank
Des 01 754 RR
Obs 03 on Tunks, 01 Tank dam,
C2 Tunks dcs .
Obs 04 en Tanks, 03 Tunks dam,
01 Tenk des -
Cbs 05 en tris, 03 trks dam,
02 trks des
Obs UNK type en 4/A site,

des -
Obs and des G1 75! RR
Obs &nd eng, 01 en evad, O01KBH
Obs 2nd eng 01 en POL trk,
des'01 cn ICL irk
Obs 01 UIK size trck, eng
and des
Ots erd des {1 en 51 Cel pos

of 5th &RVN Cbs and des D1 en 51 Cel yos,

of StheARVN

TRAC

Spt
Spt

Spt
Spt

Spt

Air
Spt
Spt
Spt

Spt

TZ4C -
TRAC -+ -

TaaC
TR4C

TRAC, Close
Spt

of 5th ARVKN
of 5th ARVN
,Lof 5ty ARWN
‘of ‘th ARVN

TRAC

03 en K

e

Obs &nd des 01 en 37M pos

- Obs &nd eng 01 &n, 01 KBH

Obs 02 ind hiding, eng, 02
en KBH

Ots 01 en, 01 en KBH

Obs 02 ird in open, eng,
02 en KBE

25 en KBH, equip des

Cbs 04 en Tanks, C4 Tanks ¢ 3
Obs e&nd eng 01 ind, O1 en KBH
Obs 02 2% ton trks, 01 trk des
Obs 03 ind fleeirg Tank, 03
en YEH

eng, 20 en KEE






Inclosure 5

Fart 1,

LISTING OF ASSIGIED & ATTACHED UNITS
PARTICIPATING UNJITS

Citation:

5.

UNIT

Headquarters, 229th
Aviation Battalion (Cam-
posite) (Assault Helicop-
ter) (Airmobile Brigade -
Separate )

Detachment 1 (General
Supr c't) Eeadquarters,
229th Aviation Battalion
(Composite) (issault
Helicopter) (Airmobile
Brizade - Separate)

Comparny A (Assault Beli-
copter) 229+h Aviation
Battalion (Composite)
(Assault Helicopter)
(Atrmobile Erirede -
Separate)

Conpany B (Assault Heli-
copter) 229th Aviation
Bettalion (Composite)
(Assault Helicopter)
(Airmobile EBri_ade -
Separate )

FERIOD

5 A - 7 Jul 72

5 Apr - 15 Jun 72

5Apr - 7 Jul 72

5Apr - 7 Jul 72

Company D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72

229th Aviation Battalion
(Composite) (Assault Heli-

copter) (Airmobile Brigade -

Separate )

Units assigned and recommended for Award of the Fresidential Unit

PREVIOUS UNIT DLCORATIONS
AND DATES

PUC 23 Cet 65 - 26 Nov 65
USARV GO 21 Sep 67

"MUC 1 Sep 65 ~ 30 No- 66

USARV GO 17 - 23 Apr 68
Cross of Gallantry w/Falm
9 Auz 65 - 19 May 69

GO #59 25 Sep 69

PUC 27 Dec 66
USARV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70



Fart II. Unita atteched o'd seors e i 71 s Coive a1 Uni
Citation:
UNIT AT FRS TR N I UT
doii v 5

1. Trocy F (Air) b Gevalry & o 7 Jul W2

2, hatterv F (aeriul Artil- 5 4y - 7 Jul e Viverddentdsl Urt4 Citacd
lery) 79th aruiliery 23 Let G5 e o0 Loy
In au 0 2) ey 66
3. 362nd aviation Corjmny H AT = Jul 7
(hssgult Sujjert tall-
copur)

Furt 111, Units Assignsd and ot Reco-:anded for &ward of !residential
Unit Citation:

LA

Tart IV, Uaice dtteched and ot ilacorsrnded for Avard of Iresilential
Unit Citation:

N/a
FOR THE CCM2WNDIR:
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INCLOSIRE 6.

PROPOSED CITATION

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION . .

AYARD OF THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BY THE PRESIDENT -OF THE UNITED
TATES OF AMERICA TO THE FOLLOWING UNIT OF THE ARNED FORCES O™ THE UNITED
STATES IS CONFIRMKED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FARAGRAPE 194, AR 672-5-1.

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION, TASK FORCE "GARRY OWEN", FIRST
CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) AND ASSIGNED AND ATTACHH) UNITS: .

HHC, 229TH AMB, TASK FORCE "GARRY GWENY, ST CAV DIV (AM) |
DETACHMENT 1 (GS), HHG, 229th AHB, TASK FQRCE "GARRY OWEN", lST‘ CAV DIV (AM)
COPANY A, 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE "GARRY OWEN', 1ST CAV DIV (a¥)

CQMPANY B, 229TH AMB, “TASK FORCE '"GARRY CWEN", 1ST CAV DIV (A)

CQHPANY D, 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE "GARRY GWEN', ST CAV DIV’ (AY)’

P TROOP, 9TH CAVALRY, 229TH AHB, TASK FOREE\WGARRY OKEN®, ‘1ST CAV DIV (AY)
F BATTERY, 79TH AFA, 239TH AHB, TASK FORCE "GARRY‘OWEN", 1ST CAV-DIV (av)

362XD AVN COMPANY, 226TH AiB, TASK FORCE !GARRY OWEN", 1ST CAV DIV (A%)
THE CITATION READS AS FOLLOWS ' d ,

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTEX BATTALIOXN DISTINGUISHED ITSELF BY OUTSTANDING
FERFORMANCE OF DUTY AGAINST HOSTILE FORCES DURING THE FERIOD 5 ARRIL 1972
THAOUGH 7 JULY 1972 WHILE COMMITTED TO ACTION IK SUFPORT, OF THE. GVN DEFENDERS
OF THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF AN LOC BINK LONG JROVINCE DURING THE NVA "NGUYEN
HUE" OFFENSIVE. THROUGH THEIR COURAGE, DETERMINATION, AND INGENUITY THE
TROOPERS OF THE 229TH OVERCANE THE DIFFICULTIES ENGENDEXED BY THE INTRODUC-
TION OF NEW WEAPONRY BY THE ENSNY AND THE NOST INTENSIVE VOLUME OF ANTI-
ATRCRAFT ARTLLLERY FIRS YET EXFERIENCED, WHILE SUPPORTING AND SUSTAINING THE
BE.EAGUERED DEFENDERS-AGAINST ‘THE DNV ONSLAUGHT. ~THE SUCCESSFUL DEFEAT OF
THE ENEMY BY THE FGRCES OF GVN WOULD HAVE BEEN VASTLY MORE PROLONGED AXD
COSTLY WERE IT NOT FOR THE INVALUABLE SUFFORT RENDERED BY THE 229TH AHB. THE
OUTSTANDING DEVOTION TO DUTY, PERSEVERANCE, AND EXTRAORDINARY EEROISM OF THE
MEXBERS OF THE 229TH .AHB AND ATTACHED ELRNZNTS UNDER THE MOST HAZARDOUS CON-
DITIONS ARE IN KEEPING-WITH THE FINEST“TRADITION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
AND REFLECT CREAT CREDIT UPON THENSELVES, THE ARMY, AND THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA. '
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. Inclosure 7.

9

AWARDS & DECORATIOHS FOR PERIOD 5 APRIL - 7 JULY 1972

| AWARD RECEIVED
Medal of chor
s e
Silver Star | 7
legion of Eerit
DFC | L
Soldier's Medal 1
BS WV N 6
BS - 204
A WN o 180
I 4 . 610
AQK WV 1,
ACY ' 210 ’
Purple Heart 40

VN Cross of Gallantry
W/Gold Star
W/Silver Star
W/ Bronze Star

VN Honor Medal 1lst Class
TOTAL: 1286

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

Vel
.JWULJ.. }'

MAJ,  AC
Adjutant

PENDING

- L48 GRAND TOTAL:

ety

1734
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i ‘1. B Amuon Operational SBupport Statistics (S-3):

|
—

QA ARIL - 20 JUIY VRl AR OR6  CHY
" tomaL# n_iuns_. © 3,275.6  4,215.6  1,772.5 1304  9,851.6
YOTAL # SORTIES 6,471 5,285 1,525 Uy 13,458
_TOTAL # X ’
TRANSPORTED 1,653 196 1,863 16,712
TOTAL # CASTALTIES
TRANSPORTED 49 - 19 68
# ACFT DAMAGED 20 19 1 2 52
# ACFT LOSSES 3 9 4 1 17
§ TONS BAULED 47.4 170.5 217.9

2, Logistical Support Statistics (S-4):

a., During the period 7 April through 10 July 1972, tbe 229th AHB and
attached units established and operated rearm and refuel points as indicated

bslow:
(1) Rearm Points

(a) Song Be

(b) lai Khe

(¢) Vung Teu
(d) Tey Minh
(e) Long Thanh
(f) Llassiter

(2) Rafuel Points
() Lai Khe
(b) Song Be
(c) Vung Tau
(d) FSB Melanie
(e) Long Thanh
(f) Lassiter

b. The following logistical operations were of special significance 4n

the battle of An loc:
(1) Song Be
(2) lei Khe

.M
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A 060800
061130

061402
101740°

| 130935

131330
. 131330

131500
131500
- 151030

151400
171400
191040

40om and gmaller caliber rounds.
pounds of JE, during the six dxys of operations at Song Be.

4. Dwing the period 7 April through 10 July 1972, the 229th AHB and
attached units consumed and expended 17,591,368 pounds of JF, and 5,101,274
pounds of ammunition.

Inclosure 8 (Cpntimnd). |

N

' c. The logistical operation at Song Be supported the 229th AHB and
attached units with 1,008,625 pounds of armunition d_ _ng the six days Song
Be rearm oparated, The 229th expsnded 22,400 rockets and well over 500,000

The 229th and attached units used 2,154,263

(1) Total Lbs JB, Used 7 Apr thru 10 July 72:

. 8B
920,368

(2) Combined Total, Total Lbs JF, Used 7 Apr thru 12 Apr in support

i1 FASS
2,657,000 9,014,000
Song Be/An Loo:
less - 687,895
LT - 546.000
8E - 920,368
. 2,154,263

LOCATICN UNIT  NISSION

815905 D-Trp VR

822907 D~Trp Spt of 5th ARVK
818903 D-Trp WR

703769  F/9 Spt of 5th ARVN
61706 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVA

VR

811899 MAX  Spt of Sth ARVN
765882  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN
755883  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN
715905  MAX Spt of 5th ARWN
755885  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN
755880  MAX Spt of 5th ARVY
778818  MAX Spt of 5th ARVN
764887  FAX Spt of 5th ARV

.3. Combat Demage Inflicted By Elements of 229th AH3 (S-2):

RESULTS

Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH
Eng en held Anmo dumps, O2
Ammo dumps dest, 10KBH
16KBH

Eng 01 en, 1KBH

Epg 02 en trks, 02 trks des

Des 13, 24 and 5 ton trks
Des 06, 2% and 5 ton trks
secondary explosions

Des 01 Tank

Des 01 75M4 RR

Obs 03 en Tanks, Ol Tank danm,
02 Tanks des

Obs 04 en Tenks, 03 Tanks dam,
01 Tank des

Obs 05 en trks, 03 trks danm,
02 trks des

Obs UNK type en A/A site,

01 A/A site des



IDE IRCATION T
“MAX  Spt of 5th ARVN

* 201040 »f.‘,”ﬁas'?
221139 685736
31245 . 675995
241645 720973
270655 ¢ 77787

271015 760886

" May 011850 73R

: Inclosure 8 (Continmed)

HISSION

MAX 8pt of 5th ARVN
¥/ 8pt of 5th ARVN
¥/9 ° Spt of 5th ARVN
MAX Ept of 5th ARVN
MAX Spt of 5th ARVN

MAX  Spt ef Sth ARVN
TRAC

:

des 01 75MM RR
and eng 01 en evad, O1KBH
and enz 01 en POL trk,
s 01 en FOL trk
0
de

and

E§s¢

1 UNK sise trk, eng

s

and des 01 en 51 Cal pos
and des 01 en 51 (el pos,
en KBH

SgFE

Obs and des Ol en 37MM pos

0,430 715768 D-Trp Spt TRAC Obs and eng 01 en, 01 KB

061335 712568 F/9 Spt TRAC Obs 02 ind hiding, eng, O2
en KBH

071530 721571 T Spt TRAC Obs Ol en, Ol en KBH

071610 773721 MAX ~= Spt TRAC Obs O2 4nd in open, eng,

071118 759885 MAX 25 en KBH, equip des

111000 755874, MAX

Spt TRAC, Closs
Air Spt

Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tanks des

130925 686872 F/9 Spt of 5th ARVN  Obs and eng Ol ind, Ol en KBH
130930 1700875 R/9 Spt of 5th ARVN  Obg 02 24 ton trks, Ol trk des
130955 75288, MAX Spt of 5th ARYN  Obs 03 4nd fleeing Tank, 03

en KBH
Obs UNK no of Tanks and ind,
eng, 20 en KBH

221200 757853 F/19  Spt TRAC

4. Combat Damege and Casualties Susteined 5 April 1972 - 8 July 1972:
Date/Time location Unit Mission C_Dgma Cause  Caguelties

Apr 051230 725065 MAY Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Bvy, 2 Hits 51 Cal Nog
051230 725065 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Hit 51 Cal Nep
051530 759753 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL, Exploded SA-7 2 M

061200 T 672572 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Kt So Arms Nep
101400 787720 GS  Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 51 Cel 1 Wia
111350 758383 B-Co Spt TRuC cnd 5th ARVN Lt 105, 82 Neg
111445 73288, MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Hvy 51 Cal 1 WA

- 231620 765645 GS  Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 30 Cal Neg

May 071340 723571 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Mod Sm Arms Neg
111205 755672 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN (™ Sa-7 2 MIA
130930 700875 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt Sm Arms 1 WIA
131515 739872 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt Sm Arms Neg
2210,0. 765785 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL SA-7 2 XIA
230650 755844 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 51 Cal Neg
311230 758871 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 51 Cal Neg
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W lmm.m Tnit Mission .
Jun 081315 '7/.5785 MAX Spt of MEDEVAC
081300 = 761779 MED MEIEWAC
130905 - 758865 A~Co Spt TRAC and S5th ARVE
191400 750780 ¥/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
200820 - 769770 F/9 Spt lat ARVN ABN
200830 78576 MAX Extract Mission-
200830 783762 MAY Extract Missicn
211510 . 758773 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVR
221200 = 808848 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN
T 241042 824795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5tb ARVN Hvy
2,1135 824795 362 Extraction of Aircaft Lt °

FOR THE COMMANDER:

et

MAJ, AGC
Adjutant

4/C Depage

CBL

Lt
CEL

- By

CBL
CEL
Reg

\
“me  Casuelties
51 Cal Neg ‘
51 Cal Neg
Sn Arms 1 WA
30 Cal Neg
SA.7 2 KIA
" 51, 30 Cel Neg
UNK 2 KIA
SA.7 l Wl
51 Gl 1 VIA
51 Cal Neg
Sm Arps Neg
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Inclosure § - Extract 3/1 CAV - TF "Garry Owen", S-3 Journal

5 April. 1972:

0el5 hours - Trac moving F/9 to Quan ioi to work against ground attacks in

the Loc Ninh Area, Quan loi secure at this time.
0915 hours - TRAC: Request gunship cover work out of.Quan Lm. around loc

Ninh and An loc. Sent 1 heavy section and 1 light section. -

0920 hours = CG: 22%th all birds on 15 minute standby alert. .

0920 hours = F/79 heavy section of cobras bounced.

0945 hours - lai Khe to be used for refuel/rearm to support TRAC.

0945 hours - D/229 put on alert by TRAC, 6end assets to Lai Khe.

0945 hours - F/79: light section bounced to lai Khe. )

1005 hours = DCO-A: At XT788455 reported large traffic jam near old fire-
Lase, activity on the base.

1055 hours ~ CG3 MAC: Quan loi overrun, fuel pomt. intact, An Loc .sur-
rounded. The l7Lth NVA Regit 1s between An loc and loc Ninh. The enemy is
trying to cut the road between An loc and lai Khe. o
1140 hours - D/229: 3 Pink Teams off for Lai Khe.

1240 hours - F/9: 2 Cobras hit but fliying toward L.K. both A/C made it
safely. 1 light damage, 2 heavy damage.

1410 hours = CG TRAC: Directed 3rd Bde to rescue 5 Y.S. personnel at Quan
ioi TOC. DCOsA is on the scene and talking to personnel on ground.

1515 hours -~ DCO-A: Prepare to send 10 Uk-JH and. L CH-L7 to Quan Loi to

extract 8 U.S. and 130 ARVN at Quan loi. . “ e
1530 hours - DCO-A: Blue Max AH-1G exploded in the air, went down XT759753,
no apparent survivors. Ship is Max 3L. *

1535 hours - DCO-A: Send 10 ships lift and 4 CH-L? ASAP C"-L'? to load
first, then 10 1lift ships.

1600 hours = 229th S-3 lift enroute, CH-L7 a*'m.véd et _1620 hours; . ‘Bvacuees
taken to TSN. ’

, - K

1625 hours - First CH-L7 coampleted lst extraction.

1628 hours - Second CH-L7 landed and cazrleted extraction.

1640 hours - Third CH-47 sortie canpleted.

1700 hours - First flight of 5 slicks on the greurd; 1703 hours. extraction

canpleted. Enroute to L. K. for fuel. Fourth CH-47 ordered to return w/0
landing at Q. L. so.that slicks could cantinue extraction.

1703 hours - Second flight of 5 slicks landed, extraction completed at 1705
hours enroute to L. K. for fuel.

1715 hours - TRAC G=3+~ F/9 and D/229 Cav Troops will remain at lsi Khe as
lzte as possitble tcﬁlght and prepare to go back tomorrow.

1815 hours - DCO-Afr Retain 2 sections of MAX in Bde A.0. have released D/229
will release MAX and.return W/F/9 at 1900 hours. Returning to Loc Ninh area.
1830 hours - DCO-A: All aviation elements released, ordered to B. H.

2045 hours = TRAC G=3=  Plan-to prov1de air assg¢ts tamorrow for possible
extraction throughout*#R *II: .

(1)
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; on-ﬁ Reports loc Ninh has held on, F/79, F/9 working around .
aidl Tiring’ _gt -rocket ‘positions. S
&t,l‘r /9.Cavs - AH-1G taking unknown GAF in all gun runs around Loc -
LSE ] : "’mu." |
*. urs. < ¥/9 Cavs:
A% SAH<1G 'with unknown ‘results.

‘At 0920 hours had spotted unk no.-of 51 cal' pits

09&5 ‘hours 4‘-’1)/29: . Spotted 3 houses full of enemy. Returned.to lai Khe _
<. and pieked up ARVN LX0. Returned to site near Quan loi. At 0900 hours, .

7.3 houses’ destroyed, .one individusl egcaping engaged and killed} results :

> 7..3 houses dostroyed, "1 enemy KBH.

71100 hours = LGt - Bstablish reamn-repol point at Song Be in order to reduce

' turn~around ‘time in An loc. - ioc Ninh area. Will use assets already on

ound and repleaish:... - .-
0 hours ='DCO-As - Credit D/229 with 10 KBH.

. 1250 hours =.CO TRAG/DCO TRAC: loc Ninh still petting heavy artillery fire.
Several-indirect fire positions verified and destroyed. 2 camhanies‘of 92nd

Rangers W/5 APC's bmke through fram north into loc Ninh and one company frcm
the .mth' ‘ ."\ o .

1255 hours - F/9: At. 1200 hours, vicinity of XT672953 3 AH-1G took unknown

amount GAF. All 3 ships took hits and landed safely at L.K. Assessment to
follow.

1400 hours - DCO-A: UHF beeps fram vic 1'1759753 TASH checking area and will
get haning bird into location. .

14,35 hours - AAE: CH-L7 reports Sang Be POLr opene .-

1545 houre - CG: loc Ninh under constant presgure, mortar attack and ground
attack caming fram the west, District compqund penetrdted but gunships broke
the attack. Gunships flring final protect.lvc fires along the perireter,.
1555 hours - CG: Cobras ‘going to Sorg Be fram Loc Ninh for POL/REARM.

1615 hours - D/229: Total kills reported for D/229 is 27. |

1810 hours - F/9: XV 727132, 17, OH AH-1G reoeu/edfhe;vy '5).cal GAF at 2500
feet, 100 KTS Negative hits, engaged with org unk res.

1855 hours - DCO-A: D/229, F/9 have been relegsed, enroute’ B, H.,' one sec-
tion F/75 will expend prior to returning, others enroute.

1905 hours - D/229: At Quan leoi, Pink Teat rolled hot at 1630 hours because
Quan loi attatked from south at the airstrip. =« . ’ ‘
1905 hours - D/229: XT818903 1815; Multiple secondary explosions fram rub- .
ber on N side of airstrip, originally a2 3 prong attack supported by 1MG fire
frar hoochs east. D/229 turned back attack toward POL by using nails.

1930 hours - D/229: 1T671905 Cobra took \unknown amount of fire fraw 51 cal,
neg hits, engaged with org unk res. .

2100 hours - late Entry D/229: AH-1G on VR took 51 cal and ING fire eng w
org rest 15 en KBH.

P

7 April 1972: . P
0600 hours - TRAC: F/75 gunships are to, be at Loc N inh at first light.

Skids up on 5 AH=1G.

0715 hours - TRAC: Send additional AH-1G to Loc Ninh. 5S-3 ops reports 1 - -
additional section enroute at 0730 hours. : ‘
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-Be-1s. oyt of aasembled rockets.  F/9 Blues are st
epal v h.inaok sorties of ammo being lifted, C~130 loads
' ud;1000-hours. - ore rearm people being as: bled.
BUE )ﬁdﬂ 8 caupound at Loc Ninh appsrently overrun by NVA,
y ‘outgll Sound,. Contact with zippo lost for short time but

.m houps’ ~ DCOKE 37 " u;ve left canpound and headed into lLoc dinh cit\y.
A ,WLEQM whm;--at’ campound, at.t.ack broken. We will t.ry to drop NAPALK
- .l an perimeter bunker, |
SouSr 0915 hours = DCO=Ay vk hcltlrenewed on Loc Ninh by tanl's nnd i'nfantry Need
" 7. heat ‘rockets,
" "1030 hours = TRACS - Rescue operation for advisors at Loc Ninh. .05 UH-1H and
75th Ranger to be camitted if possible to extract U.S. personnel
1145 Rangers -at Song Be M24, M17 Gas Masks, LAWS, M-60 azmo being, passed to
Song bs to be distributed to ranpgers and aviators.
1125 hours ~ TRAC: Downed UH-1H at XT 707602. D/229 covered no CAS.
1330 hours - DCO=As ~ Briefing at Song Be on rescue operations.
1425 hours - b~4: - Eotimated 8 sorties of C-130 CL V will land at S.0. DCO-B
says get more, '
1500 hours -~ TRAC: ‘Bay run may be delayed beyond 1600 hours. o
1510 hours - CG TRAC: Zippo 66 has moved position due east of warehouses on
W side of strip. First Arclite at 1512 hours.
1510 hours = F/9 Cav: Request med 2 bounced to Song Be ASAP skids up 1512
hours. e .
1525 hours - TRAC: Bay run delsyed to 1730 hours.
. 1550 hours - DCO-A: Rescue ops to go gt ALLO hours.
‘ 1435 hours - CG TRAC: Bay run at 1650 hours. ¢ ¢ %
1650 hours - D/229: CH-47 (362nd Avn Co) hit at An Loc chlf up zone. Head-
ing S to secure L.Z.-
1700 hours - CG: Requesfed one more gunship section fram B.H. Ve now have
only 1 esection of gunships at Bien Hoa.
1700 haurs - An loc advisors evacuated by 229‘()« .
1702 hours ~ DCO-A: Rescue operation loc KNinh st.artmz
1735 hours ~ DCO-A: 104 F/9 checking loc Mnh L.Z. Took heavy S1 cal tlre
froz E, W, SW, NE, '
1745 hours - Song be: Need two more hooks at Dong Be to sling out downed
alrcraft. L.
1800 hours - F/9: 1iOH seriously shot up, going to Song Be
1846 hours - CG TRAC: Vbontact lost with zmpo 66 at 1846. He was evading
into city to try to make it till morning. .

8 April 1972:

0435 hours - An loc under gas and 75 mm rr attack.

0520 hours - TRAC requests flare birk and ~un section to go to Nui Ba Dinh
ing incaming d suspect sapper attack .,'79 hounced 1 section at 0530.

hearm and POL at TMW.F/79 Cobras to cofler dustoff 02 U.S. wounded at NBD. .

0630 hours - Skids up for F/79 guns for An loc.

0705 hours - Notified medevac to have ship at Song Be. Long Binh dustoff

will backup with a ship at iai Khe. -

. . (3)
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fugees frau Bu Dép to Song'Be, 1ift ships of A/229 responded to the call for
help at Tay Ninh. Dﬁring the night.tﬁe radio relay station ap Nui Ba Den
mountain had been overrun, with several U.S, and ARVN persomel killed or
wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three lifts, inserting 90 ARVN
reinforcements and evacuating ca;ualties; each ship taking hits:on every
lift, with two A/229 crewmen wounded. .
Possibly the single most heroic act of the entire ioc Ninh/An Lloc

operation occurred mid-morning April €th, when a D Troop 10H, piloied by CPT
John Whitehead, rescucd nine perconnel evading south fram Loc Ninh to An lec.

(N

(Incl 10-8). Responding to 8 radioed SOS fram the four American advi-
sors, CPT Whitehead laﬁded under withering enemy fire oﬁly to have his :ir-
craft swamped by desperate ARVN soldiers seek@ng'to escape fror the Comrunist
foes surrounding them. With 9 peorle clinging to th;.éirqfaft and eneﬁy fire
increasing CPT ¥Whitehead did the only thinéip;séibi;. He.skippeh;'bounced
and literally forced his overloaded aircraft Into the air witk nine survivors
clinging desperately to the tiny helicopter. Ex,?ljo Hourss 12 April, the
evacuation of 1500 ARVN Troops, 2,000 civiliadé: six.lOS nm hbyi{z;fg ard

two 155 mm howitzers fram Bu Dop to Song Be was.completed by Ci-47 Chinooks
of the 362nd ASh. .. .

13 April saw the rescue of the 1l wouﬁded Ame;ican advisors from the
hotly contested soccer field at An Lloc by e;ements'of the 229th. As tﬁe eneny
intensified his pressure upon tne city with armor and infantry, the first
tank kill was scored by F/79TAFA. This was accompanied by the kill of 21
trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of thf 227th A4B. The tank-shoot con-
tinued through the 15th of April proving the deadly capabilities of the attack

helicopter against armored vehicles. (mce /o-C.. Vnile Cobra gunships -

' | 6)
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of D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to GVN forces in An loc

and to the relief column attempting to forge north from Chon Thanh up enemy
controlled QL 13 to the embattled capital, Blue yax flew gunship cover in
support of the VNAF insertlon of t.r".oops in the vicinity of Quan I.oz. and Chon
Thanh-lai Khe. P ’ B

On 14 April an enemy rbund detonated the ARVN ammunition .d};mp at lai Khe

rendering the re-am n?fﬁél point at that location unuseable. S-4/229th AHB
immediately shifted rearm and refuel op;smtions to Bien Hoa And support opera-
tions continued without pausc. The followinp morninnlas soon as the sonfla-
gration had ceased, S-4/229th AHB again shifted rearm- refuel oper;;tigns P‘oack
to lai Knhe, accamplishing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa-

cilities over a distance of 37 km in 24 hours with no pause in support

L]
operations. et
Lot “ o .

AT ’ 'l » P
Heavy enemy artillery banbardment and amor'-suppo;-ted infantry attack

upon the city of A:;.f»c ‘c‘c:nf.inued through the period l7 Aprll t"‘rough l7 Vay
with enexy penetrat{o-ns by armor and 1nfantry 6cpurrmg on .18, 20 and 25
April and 1l and AL xay. In each instance ARVN rorc.n .auppcrt.qa by Army
aviation repuised t,;a‘é*:-‘ene::i'y‘ and restored the 'perimet.er. The fighting raged
fraz house to house, block by block, prec_ludir.xg"t:he use ‘of USAF TAC Air
within the city due to the proximity of the friendly forces. It wés_in this
envirorment that the attack helicopter gunship proved its mettle. Through
their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras ;f.Blue Max and the two
Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city
with friendly forces only a scant few meters away. (Incl.l10-C),

During'this. period the increasingly poor weather conditions engendered

by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on

(7)
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only two days, the 21st and 23rd of April, were 229th AHR suppori operations
partially curtailed due to weather. 23 April was not a total loss as a
| Cobra of F/9 CAV found a hole in the clouds and destroyed an enemy fuel truck
trying to make its way to refuel ene;ny tanks under cover of clouds. The
.z*t,h and 28th of April saw the first or.several large ;.-xcha'ngeé' of troops
by 229th AHB at An loc. Fresh troops were flown into the city .a_nd wounded
and weary troops rotated to the ARVN Headquarters anc.i stagines area at 1ai
Khe. Numerous medical evacuation missic;ns were handled during this period.
Whenever a sull in the enemy fire occurred any of the 229th aircraft.in the
area would pop in and snatch the wounded. These instancet werc so numgrous
and routine as to preclude any attempt to properly document them. |

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the aptj-aircraflt capab'ilit.ies
of the enemy v.it.h the appearance of the SA,'-7,"S'tre_lla", a'-man-pf)rtable, heat-
seeking missile of Soviet manufacture. The ‘firslt.. :sightin'g oi"'.'.t..he new threat

' »

was reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 May 1972. 1Its appe.arance in ever ‘in-
creasing frequency coincided with the canmena‘eniént-qf the J.ast. 'bié.eqmy

pash againet An loc which had been announced by an intengepiel enemy radio
transmission. As the tanks began massing for .t.he assault on 1l April, it
became apparent that the eneny had elected to pl:';;t' his heretofore u-ndetect.ed
trump card to cancel out the advantage held‘by the GVN forces with. their
overwhelming aerial support. Although .trie' SA-'?' was to claim 6 AH-1G Cobra
aircraft in the following weeks, it did not force a curtailment of ﬁeliéopter
operations as many doubters of the airmobile concept had theorized. The ad-
vantage of the nmissile would be countered in fiid~July as a newly developed
infra-red dissipa}ion modification was istalled on 229th AHB aircraft, but for

now the develomment of modified tactics was a matter of the utmost urgency.

(8)
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The tactics employed at ioc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation
on the Pink Team - light fire team theme which had been utilized before in
high intensity AAA environments such as the A Shau Valley operation by the
lst Cavalry Division (Ainmobile? in’1968. These ;ariations were the employ-
ment of heavy fire teams camposed of three ships as opposetl to-the two ship
light-fire-team used by AFA and the use of a "Heavy Pink Team"';é in some
cases & purple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy ¥Tink Team" consisted
of @ LOH in the low level scout role stalked by the firstCobra at.l,BOO feet
to his rear or flank. Upon the LOH rcceivine fire or spottine a Lnrycp the
low Cobra would roll in with immediate supprecsive fire, thus onnblinn the

: (Y
scout ship to evade, and providing an irmediate mark for the higher C;bra,
following at 2,500 feet or higher to set up a deliberate rocket pass. As the

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra wouid be ir a position

to cover with a rocket run of his own, thus alf{ernating unti either destruc-

: . , ‘
tiorn of the target was canplete or exhaustion of fuel or ammunition necessi-

tated relief on station by another team. Anathqr'variatiqn was the "Purple

(S e

Tean" with the LOH, two Cobras and a UH-1H "slick" ag_a_higpér éltitude 10
serve as a cammand control element for the tedw and to accemplish recbvery
of downed crews if needed. Tris beefing up of the air rma2neuver elements was
accoampanied by a shift to low leveli flight enrau;e to minimize exposure to
heavy AAA weapons. This, however, increased the vulnerability to small amms
fire - with the loss of the element Af'surprise céuﬁed by daily continued
operations over the samue terrain. This caused the modification of tactics
to encompass ever higher enroute altitudes gnd .the use of cloud cover to
good effect even before the introduction,of the "Strella". The arrival of

the "Strella", althgyghga qhantum Junp in AAA technology, had only the effect

» R N ( )
‘73:;-" ‘\"."f': jusset 9
:%:5‘;'*? o
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of intensifying the need for this type of tactic in s hipgh Inlenzity aas on-
vironment, The need for chaﬁge in stariad aerial insertion and extraction
tactics also became readily appurent, Wnereas previously the emphasis hzd
been upon large formations of 1ift ships raking classic combat assaults;

this was rendered suicidel becausé.of the murdercus effect of ;hé nigh in-

tensity AAA and IDF. The tactics empleyed to circumvert the his and ICT

was for small flights of one or twc ships to fly above cloud cover enroute

to the PZ and utilize a rapicly spiraling high overheud uaprresch to the

Lz; Pathfinaers of HHC, 2729th AERB ucge resoorsible for 12 CCﬂLro¥’4q,c blinr
oatpeing paylcads and movinp the PZ ;3 c.eny gunrers f‘«;l.r-i.:,hr;' reirk. - This
enabled the 1ift ships to spend mininum tirme on the PZ,often degp J;tln‘ u1th
deadly 105 and 155 rounds impacting on the PZ while they were on short

climbout, o '

¢ e
.

Dawn 17 May found the An Zoc perimgley auler for the first tire in 42

.
Y o,

dayvs, with the calm Dbrcken only by occczslonal ircpming 2riillery or nor-

(¢}

tar rounds, 7This 1ull wes rot to contirie tut it was wrunzrent fer the first

time that the back of the giege had possit: wfbcen hroken, _ec;.ite the les-
. - -€

)

sening of tne eciual zround ecsssullt uscen sr _cc thes<enemy,atill held cormmend-

ing positions slong QL 13 to the south preventing sround moverment beiween An

-

Loc and Cron Tnerh, ard ringed the city ol 4rn Loc with 424 & irdirect fire
registered to elmost pinpoint accuracy during the earlier days of t"e siege

This made the task of evacustion of lar;e n.nbers dezd and wourded and the

. -

insertion of reinforcements possitle for the first time but hipgnly hazard-

ous, Iassive troop exchanges tock place on 31 lay, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 20, 22,

29 Jure and 1 and 5 July resultirg irs the t6tal exchzange of 11,153 personnel,
acccmplished with minimal casualties déspite an wndiminished curtain of AAA

IDF fire unejualled by any yet encountered in the Vieinamese conflict,

- | (10)






fGGt 3-3 will rescue persannel fram Mui Ba Dinh DCO-A, D/229,
w.will rescue cornish 67 frau Cat lo brigade, co1/21, ¥/9 Cav
¢DOOARVN fran Bu Dop to Song Be. '

RS ddvisorgipositisn checking with LOH after CBU.
02 1058 muq =DCO-A: Low recaived GAF vicinity of x'1‘7297, unk dam. AH-1G
.alpg.,hi : 229,.-
~ 1350 Hho '»Dgé-vl. , “3 ;dvisors at Cat Lo Bridge rescued by D/229 and 75th
Rangora. “Tritically wounded update to' follow.
.uis bours: - Fuel at SB critical. TACE to G-3 'I‘RAC. By llLO' 21,500 at -
304‘:
1.115 bourr- 5-3 ~ !ellw flight bounced to TNE at 1142 for reenforcing NBD
by one RF-ocompany, 1 GH-47 bounced W/Chenical poople and MSN. To TAE.
1215 hours - DCO-At JLOH used for extraction at Cat Lo took L hits SA and
_-» 51 cal, . Carried 3 U.S., .4 ARVN, pilot'and gunners total 9 people Pilot
! " CPT Whitehead, Gunner SCT-Haits.
; 1235 hours = DCO-U: Fuel sitmtion critical at S.lJ. 6000 pal used between
1115 and 1225 must request resupply. 15,000 requested earlier not ®nouph.
1255 hours - Yellow flight present at TN4/. i0d checkmg out mountain, if
everything is OK will put in RF Co. - NI
1310 hours - 5-33 Pirst 1ift into NBD 1Z Green. First lift taking off,
last ship took fire UH-1H ‘danm pilot wounded.
1345 hours -~ DCO-As Sitrep An loc; FAC putting in airstrikes. Destroyed
village XT 805765 with EST in BN. Now attacking ¥22mm rositions XT.719910.
1340 hours =0/229: 34th Avn Bn received GAF vicinity Trung Hup XT 622315
gunships and medevac covering ship down onk upits aircraft at XT 6131.
1450 hours - 229th Avn: CH-47 and Cl23's'moving heavy equifrent report
Dot perscrnel will rinlsh in 90 minutes.
! 1500 bours - DCO-A: D/229 situation is 3 A4-1G and 1 LOH operational and
needed for fire support.
1531 hours - S-3: LOH from G5 Plt received unknown £ of CAF at Rui Ba Dinh.
1 hit, neg injuriesi;sitis “}.[ . -
1545 hours - Nui Be»Dinh:"last llx't canplete; S0 replacevr.er*ts on mountain
will clear top of mountam 50 that wounded can be extracted and resupply
can go in. Last 1ift’ receiyed GAF. .
1545 hours - DCO-A"ijQS ferlrcraft campletely destroyed and bumlng no need
to secure a.’chr‘aft‘E '
1605 hours = ARTY ﬁﬁz‘ F/9 LOK down at XV 97-290 cause unk GAF in area;
Pilot trapped in A/C, gunner wounced and trying to get pilot out DCO-A en-
route with gunships.
1625 hours - 1/21: <411 Ar;ty out of Ba Dop: Another home to move peoplz
1627 hours - S-3: ““ZUH-IH and 1 AK-1G took hits on last lift into KBD. 1
Uk-14 will have to be slung out. No replacement A/C requiredc. Expect
canplete about 1800 3-500 VC reported SW of NBD.
1645 hours = DCO-A: Pilot of F/9 LOHY KIA, going in WAledevac now camplete
at 1700.
1705 hours - CH-47 enroute to b.H. from ©.B. landed on road due to mech
nical difficulty. Continued flight W “Cobra “cover.
R 1800 hours - 5-3: In 30 minutes resupply an exacuation of NBD will begin.
1805 hours = S-3: Going in after 6 U.S. wounded, 11 ARVN wounded. 7 U.S.
okay. _ -
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-D00-A1"* Bay run on ground at Cat Lo Bridge, putting CBU around
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1755 hours = 4th |
.. 1800 hours ~ F/9::
> " 1820 hours — F/9: - k'r‘702928, 1750H observed Ok X 122rm rockets being fired
. .. eng w organies, .UNK Tesults.
1830 hours - TRAC G=3: XT 1663 ARVN ABP\ in hvy contact; rec.122mm rockets,
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S famu Flight lifted off, L ships enroute to Dau 'hg.
pu:'l =*{-ddditional aircraft enroute to Dau Tieng.

® nt
h

:“ X M‘é 8. :Spectre fire suppressed.
1700 pours %At XT 691955 F/9 found | tank in brush, type unknown. At XT

& QMSZ obperyed 1 APC moving into brush area, AH-1G took fire, UNK number

'bt.zj) ca.'!, At 10&“&?&1@ 'and Spectre on start'to engage targets, Neg hits,
’neg damage, - ST ,

*1755 houys = Yellou j-‘lighf. is at An Loc with 4th 1ift. e

1755 ‘hours = F/9: Reéported 2 rocket sites firing fram X7 702428.

iz utd IanYlot camplete.

599997 howitzer firing fram firebase.

lost 2 tanks, neea hipse Gunshipu to go to ald frch A loc.
1920 hours - F/Y: 7(»8697, 1900, Fink Tcum spotted numcrous 51 cal and

2% A.A. pasitians. Took intense NAF at 4500 and 6000'.

.

12 ARril 1972:

0900 hours - 229th: First lift in at An loc. Maj Davigson plcl'ec up and
delivered to Red Carpet Fad.

1030 hours -~ D/229th Cobra took UNK number, of GAF at XT 783935. Neg hits.
Air strike conducted with UNK results. v ’, ‘

1050 hours - TRAC: F/79 heavy section bounced from lai Xhe to XT 3475 to
support 8th ARVN ABN Bn in contact. . - ,

1115 hours - DCO-A: 3 X F/79 Cobras are CFCON to D/229% ‘

1135 hours ~ TRAC: Request MAX to escort L.,D“VA\, to ¥S 565680 msn complete
-t 1L2a1. L] o f

1235 hours = TRAC: F/79 AFA section supperiinz r,her 'ed.e:r.entS‘of ARVN ABN in
contact at XT 764668, .. L

1750 hours = D/22G: Spotted one man running in open a"eG, erngaged by Cobra
UK results.

2230 hours - S-2: F/75, YS 6168, YS 6267, while ir support of USARV individual
training group (UITG) contact, engagec UNKNOW: s:Lze in force. 03 X UTIG
killed, 14 UTIG wounded L In KIA. A .

2300 hours = Nighthawk girborne. .

2325 hours = YT 05542053 I0S spotted tights on heading of 0547 Mils, distance
5890 meters. Arty to fire in area. Nightfawk will check.

‘13 April 1972:
0655 hours - TRAC: Need i:mrecuate assxstan\.e in An loc. Keguest 1 Cav Trp

and 1 heavyfire team ASAP. Heavy contict SJ “of An Loc. FAC reports heavy AA
on 51 cal and 23z, type. Skids up D/225, F/79 at O7l+5

*
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'5:,1020 houx:s - Ca or D 17 ca:plet.e at 1010. Began at 0230.
4030 honrs =. 127 Wﬁ«}'ockets :delivered to lai Kne. Will be used for tank-
mhr mtim‘ ‘. _~\ H s
030 ‘houys = 'D/ ;,_xr 61.1706 Pink Team spotted 2 trucks. Received GAF
;‘Gﬂmﬂ'(; 1 03 cganies, 2 trucks destroyed.
4200 hours =D, 22 “_v;y .695229 spotted individual running into treeline carry-
: < RX- : ‘”~g§ged w organic, res UNK:
umhom 5—& #8dYt “yocket status: lessiter 496: lai khe 2?8 long Thanh 118
T3 3rd Ord 300 canB‘at nergency to Da Nang approved. 1000 heat rockets to be
. delivered taorrow . -
.. ' 3350 hours - TRACSRe uest punshlp section to escort Long Blnh Dustoff in
© -\ . 'Phoue Ny Proviné€. Approved.
7. %1435 hours - 2/8 Cav: 6 bunkers discovered during extraction at ¥YS 279999
" Cobra engaged and blew top off bunkers and started papers burning.
" 1440 hours - DCO-A: Bounce hcavy section of F/79 to Lai Kne to support TRAC
" 1520 hours = TRAC: Request all puns we can send to An loc. We sent one lipht
fire team at 15254 with another ship to follow when it carct out of mainten-
ance, 2nd light section bounced at 155QH. Red Flipht with 75th lanpers bounced
“at 1550, 1N Americans at snccer field in An Loc preparcd for snatch opera-
tion.
1615 hours = $-3: 1 heavy MAX section now Supportlng Rarngers. 1 sectian ‘cover=
ing insertion of 32nd ARVN Regt. D/229 has expended in I part of An Loc,
now on strip alert at iei Khe. Rangers on alert st lzi Khe.
1815 hours = 1/7: E Recon, XT 945335, while setting up awbush, flank security
sighted 5 individuals: engapged w SA and AV 2 Cobras of F/9 supported and
-2 Cobras F/79 supported. Results 1 wIA taken to 24th EVAC 1 V=79 CIA.
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14 April 1972: : . ‘ ,
0715 hours - TRAC: Request we bounce Cav Troop to work designated boxes
(D/229). Heavy fire teax (F/79) to rercrt ;o 40 ,wc and wark, fcr Tunnel
10A
0730 hours - TRAC: Request gun cover for Dusto’f (Long ,1rh) n ?bouc Ny
Province. Skids up at O740H.

0730 hours - D/229: Skids up for Lai Khe. Arrived at 0750.

0845 hours - TRAC: Request another heavy sect101 of gups to Lei Khe. leds

up at 0910H.

1010 hours -~ D30-A: Cav assets in An Loc¢ zrea +ill be used mostly as a VR

and support role until 1105u when they wizl support VK*F gim.chile opex'at‘
around Quan Loi.

1045 hours - DCG TRAC: An loc; In elements to £, SE of town. Enemy still holds
northern most parts of E#f street of town. Reports-of tanks to the W uncamfim-
ed, situation looks good. GAF from NW part of town and Cuan Loi Airfield.

‘ 1100 hours = DCO-A: Received GAF fram 51 cal at XT 779805, neg hits.

* 1320 hours = D/229: Pink Tear took several bursts of GLF from XT 673968, XT
682963, Cobra engaged with UMK results.

1340 hours - S-3: CA of recon 2/8; recon 1/12..

’
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"ﬁ:qf ARVNS into LZ. No contact yet.
team 72 inserted YT 027234 LZ Green.
“Fink.Teams are looking for amor. 3 MAX (F/79) guns are in
ppn't af 8 ARVM ABK Bn. In contact since inserfion.
;.momm—- 5-3: XT 772829 DCO-S's bird received CAF, UNK number of rounds
‘30 cal, neg hits, < . . .
$720 hours - TRAC G-3: Send 1 hcavy FAY section to An loc area. ist Cav S-3
will coordinate with TRAC because all our assets are coumitted.

1730 hours =~ D/229: XT 745969, 17104 Fink Team saw 5 people in open, fired
and got secanda.ry cxplosion. P.T. received UKL number of GAF at 2000' 120 kts
.3 neg hits, -

ieaigbouru - F/9: YT 0788 15D N of Dong Xoi on VR YT 072939, 1810H UNK number
of footprints possible lopgpers. YT 070840 1849 civ trucks with LO people in
civilian clothes with lors.

1855 hours = S=3: llclease Yollow Flipht L

1405 hours = TRAC G-3: Frovidc pun coverape for FEIIVAC of 2 AEN advisors at
XT 805868. Will provide fram ships at An loc erea.
A 2130 hours - F/79: XT 775905 destroyed 1 X 75 RR. XT 811899, 13304“destroyed
- 13 X NAD & ton trucks. In An loc dest f tank at 150CH. Confirmed by FAC. XT
! 995276 dest 04 X UNK size bunker at 1030H.

.
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15 April 1972:
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0255 hours - TRAC: F/9 to stage fror lai Kne.'BéprcH;red to depert B.H. 2t
07004 and to engage enemy armor vehicles, oonduct VR in .desigrnated boxes.
F/79 to be on standby (3Qnm) starting at 0430H. Be prepered to engage -
armor vehicles, '

0520 hours - TRAC: Since approx 04407 An log had been under hcav;{ ground
attack fr S-SE and taking incorminz. EBounce WFT of T/?9 AFA ‘ASAF w/nails.,
Vieather at An loc is bad. All families of fichiers qannot pperate.
Marginal weather for heiicopter. Put F/9 on alert to aep-;-t 1st light.
Fire skids up at 0520. 2nd team at 05505. Notified TRAC ‘o rake sure

L K fuel and ammo points are open F/79 ships are uerpentg 25, 33, 12, 2.
0625 hours - F/79 has 5 ships at An ioc. Serper’ t 26 was'i5 our zssets

5 MAX birds for our AOC.

0730 hours = TRAC: Reports 23%m A& E of An loc. TAC's report 3%cm tut no
location.

0315 hours - TRAC: Requested F/9 to be bounced to work VR boxes. Skids up
gt OE25H. Our representation at An loc will control our zssets. Approx 1000K
the rest of the 38th ARVN ABN Br may airlift into An loc. May need MAX to
engage GAF.

V5.0 hours - TRAC: LTC Fuloyer wanted messzpge rassed to DCO-A trat An loc
requested gunships support to protect TOC. Tanks 500w fr the TOC. TRAC CG
a2ays Cav Troop to be used to find 44 positioens “or FAC.

1035 hours ~ TRAC: Troop concentrations znd 10 tanke in tox at XT 735891-,,
731385, 721905, and 716897 recuesting arclights.

1050 hours - DCO-A: Reports no 23w or 37=n AL fire E of An ioc at this time
but great deal of 51 cal GAF.

1135 hours = Ksg fr Gen Hamlet: Get LOO heat rockeis to 1X ASAT.
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; 50 hours - DCO-L. 38t 1ift of ARVN ABK put in by VNAF
J 10 hours = DCO=A: 2nd 1ift in progress.
3220 Woure = DJO-A took GAF at XT 7770 frx 30 cal, neg hits.
CANIL 13'5 hw‘ M‘ Gll" at XT 755865 30 cal neg hits.
1326 houn;- B-.lnger X0X . LNO Tean 71 in contact at YT 031232 MZDEVAC F/79,
o D/229 in NPPO’»'*-- AR -

..} 1420 hours - DCO=4 rnccived GAF.SA at XT 785835 neg hits.
1440 hours = TRAD: Sitmation critical an perizeter all sides. AL penetrated
in N. Regizental buildup in the W. ALl arty in AL is in h,nds.- Not confirmed
ARVN scource,
- 1500 hours =~ TRAC CG: At 1450 ten tanks were attacking AL. G were destroyed.
e CC TRAC wante more alr to destroy tanks before they get into the city. They
- are in the city and the ARVNS are destroyxrv them there by cluttering the

i, . - etreet.
; 1525 hours ~ F/9 Cav. Updatc touk rround to air fire at follow;nn rulde with
B  no hits, * XT 804811, TIRR1IG. At XT 750CH0 Al = 1G took 2 air bursts at £O00!,
) 1635 hours = F/91 XT 75788, 12201 unknown nusher of AA sitesn, UKE Cals
: 1640 hwurs = TAC G-3: Update on AL, tanks are South and West of the city, but
g East, South and West sides of the city are holding well. According to fAC
> Still receiving same RR fire and mortar flre fran Southwest.
' 2310 hours = TRAC G=3: Kission tamorrow is to prepsre to execute an ordeA to
1) Send 1 hvy fire team to arrive AL by first light. 2) Send 1 Cav Trp to
arrive AL grea at first light. Additional guidance from 1st Cav S-3 AML
Gunships should have at least 50% heat rockets.

el T A S
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845 hours = TRAC: Send Gav Trp and heavy fire team to i1zi Khe. Cav Trp will
recon for arty and AA weapons. HFT will surport &5 required and will support
{nsertioa of 81st Ranger Bn ZTA 092C. F/75 up 08”‘u F/9 up'at-OSSAH. ETA 09204,
1040 hours - F/79: Request 1 HFT sent to ii.’ '

1050 rours = LDCO-A: long Binh Dustoff took ind out cf-vio XT’7325. &irborne
advisors 195 or 20 individuais. .

1120 hours - Binh Duong: At Tan Bien anc Tan Par* viilazes 2 cutbosts received
zttack by fire and small ams. Road blocked at XT 833415, Corpeny to M= killed
1 e*e:y and is stiil in contact No of 3iri My. Cc*nound at Song be received

0 X 82nm mortar fire at O70C4. § WIA. VO biew culvert on 7L1A vic XT 8231,
culvert repaired, est 100 VC vic of contact, request guns’io eection surport
1. availabls, 5th ARVK Div reports p0551ble tznks vie XT GCLG. S-3 sending

rurple D/229.

1145 hours = TRAC TOC: U.S. to control afrstriKes N of 8C E-V line, VNAF to
f S 1200-1600H VNAF wiil also control to E of 78 N-3 line until insertion of
81st Rgr Bn, is camplete.
1220 nours -~ DCO-A: Enroute to AL for }EDLVAC of wounded US airborme advisor.
1240 hours = D/229: Furple Team supportineg ED Province has been relieved.
Negative findings other than normal 'erydny'activity.
1245 hours - 5-2: Dustoff reported down S o AL, XT 803842. D/229: Furple
reports large explosion vic 1K, CG: LK rtceived scveral rds incaring around
PJi, Rearm and Hoox Pad. One round in rubbter to N of Ch-47 pad caused a
! large secondary explosion vic XT 755384, 12554 another lerge exp1051on and 5
: -10 smoke colurns vic Re-arm points. ARVK erty caump was hit.

(10)
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A ‘3 dAns e Shifted Re-Am/Refucl operations to BH pending reopening of
AR L ‘ Bang Be: o IK. DCO-A made over grass landirg at lassiter Fad with L crew
g ggxmtoﬂ and § wounded US advisors and ARVNS fram AL.

"F st drrs = CGt Shift Re-Arm/Refuel oms to Bien Hoa. Make arrangements

. " <%0’ -open Bé-Am/Remel point at Song Be tomorrow n-omlng, consider that VNAF
" ;‘. . :and 3/ Cav will be using the airfield.
1+1508 hours - CG: ILX FOL and Re-Arm point will not be used till tmorroW.
1550 hours = S-3: VNAF gunships down at apprax XT B14797.
. 1600 hours = YT 042235, 1535H, (6. rec'd 10-15 rds SA, also fire fram M-79
while flying at 100 knots and 100!'. Enpar=d with minipun and Mh %, 8lso took
small arms fire while putting in suppressive fire. Nepative hits or aircraft,
UNK enemy losses. Arty fired 30 X 10%m HE rds, on site. .
- 1645 houra = TRAC 'I'OC 5th ABN Bn reports 01 ARV KI&, OLx hvy machine guns.
CIA.
1710 hours - DCO-A F/79 AFA nission release 16L04. F/9 Cav mission release
- 1700l{. TRAC will pass missions for tamorrow later tonipght.

v ﬂ»‘;..p e -..‘.'.'_p’-.;.;jm, B

17 april 19725
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0110 hours - 229: There are 300-400 heat rockets at lai Khe in good condition.

~ e

0805 hours = TRAC TOC: Rocket attack at AL came fram North and Viest.
0805 hours - TRAC: LK ream repol facilities reopened.
0805 hours - RASH FPAC: Roadblock at XT 891413 madé & trees and brush.

0930 hours = TRAC: XU 730035, OLx 105m how bemg tou:scd by t.rucks, engaged by
Spectre and Tac Alr, destroyed.

1000 hours = CG: Do not establish re-arm and retpol fa cilities at. Song Be.
AL update, 4 ARVN ABN Bns in An loc. 10%mewill be ine erteg today. rorces in
AL will be working out to the South, Southeast, and Southwest of the city.
1015 hours - S-2 Update'on Iten 02: 07 en 1'Ia found by FT D/229, Individual
carrying 3 expty AK-L7 mags in vest. L

1210 hours ~ DCO-A: XT 610922 F/9 Cav fo,nd' Tbrlaze with mecort - foot and

; vehicular traffic. Bridge engaged 1/3 destroyed. TAZ air being called in.

: 1605 hours = TRAC: F/9 Cav and YFT fram -/79 relcased by 1C,

1615 hours - TRAC: An loc sn.tuat.*o'l stable, sa-e contacts oy airborne at

AL A A s rah ety e

edge of city.
1700 hours - TRAC G-3: Be prepared to exnract 06' trericers fram CID5 canpound
Xuyen ¥oc TS 6568. ’

1740 hours - TRAC G-3: Froceed with mission (item 49) auap send heavy MNAX

section, 2 lift birds and LOY as C&C. S-3 will be mission cormender; Fission

will stage from Doun Hi, Y5 4355. Picked up OL paop‘c at 19:5” ‘Teople were

dropped off at long Hai, at 1935H. .

2000 hours = F/9: Twin %1 cal site at XT 7258‘70 o ]
. 2120 hours = TRAC G-3: Kission fran TRAC for 1 Cav Trp to VR saze area ‘they

were in late this afternoon. Exact VR boxes to foilow early tomorrow morning.
{ 1 HFT to go to AL area, all tirds ready to go at 06C0i. ~ e ™ try S-2:
: F/79 #H-1G, YT 014270 took 15-30 rounds 34F flvirg at 1500% and 120 knots.
Neg hits, engaged with organics with LRNK results.

! (11).



; 'I‘RAC. At. this Jresent time AL is under a heavy mortar and

Nc.ket atf-ack and fire fram tanks. Tne Wi Is extrc.:nely tad. Send HFT of

ul?[ 9 to laikhe to standby. Wi is scattered clouds with 1000'. Lai Khe

Cpe-am and' re-pql wWas open. TRAC said £t would be open by 0700, Pilots
will report to Sth DCAT at lai Khe. They will bource they Irom ‘thore.
" 0715 bours =. ARTY INQ: Skids up on HFT to iK.

© O74L0 hours = TRAC: Arc lights AL 1205 centers of mass many ard varied. s

0745 hours = TRAC: VR boxes for F/9 Cav bcx—various coordinates.

o 0830 hours - TRAC G-3: Change in mission for F/G Cav. They arc to VR to

- the West and SW of AL in the rocket and rortar belts for firing sites., TR?

L .. ' to be-used 86 discussed between TRAC CfG and F/9 Cav. Received chanpes in

! VR baxes.
0855 hours = S-2: WX rpt AL 7/65 cloud cover and 1500 c<.-ilinr.. F/9 will

: proceed to An ioc to see if VR is possilile under present conditiong.

! 0910 hwrs = F/79 AFA: (late report) 1714000 Alit eneaped 07 trucks at XT

: 718818. 02 trucks destroyed, 03 trucks damaszed, unknown nuzber of bodies
on road. Numerous secandary explosions fran trucks. Y ’
0915 hours = TRAC TJC TO DCG TRAC: SA 5th ARVN Div Msg: "imergency, emergency
1,2,3,4, C ration baxes. Eyeball contact reed ASAF, paralleling ALVN reguest.
DCG TRAC: Miller is requesting L Arc Light strikes.
1040 hours - CG: F/79 may be required to support C- -130 nSup“ly at ‘An Loc this
afterroon. Confirmed 51 cal positions are in nes tide of An loc. Lsst night
An woc hospital hit by fire LO KIA 8th ABN Bn 1? KIi 40 WI.. Buepect 105-155
position at XT 767G4L and XT 698524, susrzect 51 cal psn ev xT 784395, troop,
trucks using 5 bridges in box XT 669€-6£97-703£-7C97.
1225 hours - DCG TrAC: At LT B84759C discovered 2 Ar\,'s; ./9 Cav. c}-e.kl.ng out
arez; APC's had already'been destroyed.
1230 hours - F/9: C~130 on fire, losing zivitude K c:“ rai Khe, cresked vic
XT 68;390. 7 crevw members picked up by F/9 CC takén to 3rd-field oy C&C and
uQ'{ F 9- - . s 4 .
1450 hours = F/9: Took UKK number GAF at UE=1H loc of C-130 AT €87350.
1500 hours - TRAC: Request we send a hezvy Firk Teem with O+C Sram D/225
to AT 526504 to check VRS rerori of regimental CF.
1645 hours - TRAC G-3: V2 S of inhe Micheii: ypifrtatica 'to river for averues
of ereny approzch, aiso E of river. Also havé glss rcmeill on stzilon until
C-130 re-supply goes into an ioc, Lift TSN apzrox 1630H.
1730 hours = DCO-A: XT 520503 Pirk Team sizhied 15-20 burkers used in the
izst 15 minutes. Fots and pans all over. X7 52856 sizhted izrressions of
track vehocles moving $ apprax 6-12 hours zgc.
1820 hours = 1700 F/9 Fink Tean sighted an arecez vacre anprox 12 tanks
_turned and hac possible KDF; 20 &' x 4' bunkers with wood O cover. Treck
vehicles impressions moving on to 14' wide trail going S+ to possible 2nd
NOF at XT 5916L7 with 6 positions.,

Pl L4
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1515 hours DCO-A to 'mAC Will have pt VR crash site, then return to
‘,foriginal &issian.
11528 hm’-m ?i.nk Tean over site. Beleived there are ro survivors.
" Then will: rc"tmuu original mission.
17&3 hamhnco—x md CG' Mission release for F/9 end D/229.
N A ‘Y IS

‘ ".-i"'»,-“;: -‘vv ;v‘ 'r. - ’ . - .-

0432 hours "~ 'IRAC' An Loc is presently under hesvy fire and ground attack
fram all four sides. Tanks in Northern section of city. ABYN Bde is on

S5E 'aida"in h‘-'avy contacl. Bounced HFT F/79 AFA to An Loc. Skids up at
%55“. Tl

0830 hours = TRAC: TRAC G-3 requests arnother HFT and Cav Trp bounced. HFT
will work for DCO-A around An ioc. D/229 will work for DCO-A to W and Sw
of An loc 'to locste indirect fire positions and cnemy movements. Skids up
D/229 0240, F/79 OBLS.

1010 hours = l'/?')..XT 750099 enpapred Y1 cald position. Gilenced jun,

1145 hours = F/79: 1040 at XU 7887 deostr oyud a 7iem Rit and UNY rumber of
enexy.

1,10 hours = D/229 -XT 7&5817 spotted a 2 ton truck and tracked verScles
roving NE. Engaged with UNK results. 769768 spotted a tank moving Vest.
wngaged with UNK results. XT 712782, 71511»1-», 735739, 74173G. At the above
locations have numerous tank tracks in every direction last 2L-48 hours.
1545 hours = F/9: YT 088362 14408 pt found 1 tank tracks approx 1-2 weeks
old.

1600 hours = F/79 AFA: 6 MAX binds at i’ mc., ,,'

1830 hours = D/229: XT 614528 18454. Spotted s bridge, 0ver a strear. mace
of logs. AH-1G fired at but did not destrcy. Road in area showed rovexzent
by track vehicles within 24-48 hours. .

1900 hours - D/229: AE-1G at YT 017345 spotted 3 people on road, ran into
bushes, engaged with orgenics with UNK results. o

21 Aprili 1972: .

0615 hours ~ TaAC: ABN units on S of An oc ape presently receiving heavy

g, ¢ 1 tirect fire. An Loc City is receiving hezvy Gl!‘ect fire frcm buildings. Fire
7 o Irac RA and machine gurs. sunch KFT to An —oc. G-3 may cali for another at
g C700, .

' , ‘:; C¢30 hours — TRAC: ial Khe 2000-3000 foot cel m.ng with clouds. An loc @

[ & cvlouds at 4000' light at 3000; vis 6-8 riles.

3 * & U745 hours ~ TRAC G=3: Send a secornd EFT to Lai Khe: trty lro rertd I1st sec-
P 4 \ior on hold for weather at lei Khe. Bde 3 received permissiorn fram TRAC G-3
{

)é ‘%o remain at long Thanh until first section relezsed from l2i Yhe.

1128 hours - DCO-A: Ceiling at ‘rn loc and in AOD 100 low to allow AFA and Air
UVav ‘roops to work. They are or. the ground at Lai Khe.

‘€L5 Yours = DCO-A: D/229 has mission¢relea$e 2t 1Y, enroute to B.H. F/9 to
Ve released at 1730.

1705 hours - D/229: ALl aircraft back fram An ioc area.

o —

(13)
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jmisuon, af. ap

T
::osz‘imws “IRAC: “Bounce Cav Troops and HFT. Cav Troop is to VR K of kinh

) Tha &ﬁber U of An .ioc Rubber and E of river. Contect Black Jack 15 on F
M for nore cc:np.let.e bnefmg. EFT will be bnei‘ed by B J. 15. Skids up

" for.CaWiat 0850, . zimm ik, |
”-,.:i-* 113% h:}ug -nm.gﬁ’ S{T 994,308 Ranger o 76 spotted 25 ind 'to the W of
. their positions carnring .rocket pods at 1i10H hvy Pink Téam and AFA engaged
" enemy.i11/7 CtC wa¥ overhead..

1720 hours .~ DCO—M’&?{? ;ﬂns:.oh release F/79 release upcn cccnpletlon of present

T

.o .

23 A;r'iifw?zz o

el Rl

(30 hours - on«e&ﬁ“‘ch TIPT to An loc at this time. iF7 okids up a t-U]?.‘)
¥ay require another HPT lator.

0730 hours - F/9 Cav: Skids up for lai Khe at*0730; had no pemwsmn to
bounce. . . -

0915 hours - F/79 AFA vorkmg for Turnel 10 over Ar ioc. F/9 will VR to the
Nv of An loc. Ceiling closing in at An ioc.

0930 hours = Situation at An loc; ceiling glosing in. Only A-1 aircraft can
work. Ground attack frar SW still in progress, no’mé*’or ‘threat.. Sporadic
contact around the rest of the city.

1015 hours = DCO-A: F/9 returning to isi‘Khe ;due to weather s F/79 AFA still
working city. TRAC: All quiet at Dau Tieng.

1120 hours = ACC: Weather bad at An loc. FJ/9 Cav hac Been \,’R::" to the X\,
NE, and Nw of city but forced back due to weather. F/75 AFi worsing to the
South of the city betweeén weather treaks but now earcute to .21 Kne on a hold.
1310 hours - F/9: 1245 at XT 698381 fourd destroyed tark, and ,several trails
stowing heavy recent use in all directions; XT £75995 fourd and' destroyed

1 cazouflaged truck carrying roL.

1330 hours - F/ continues VR to N and X of An loc; F/75 A- A SquDI‘tl. g 5th
Division S of An woc. ‘

14,00 hours - 1310 hour F/G Cev spotted 12" hizh sreed trail, hard packed: neg
recent use. At 1315 F/9 UH-1X to SAGAF at 3000+, ‘80 dts' neg hits.

1535 hours = F/9 Cav at XT 762947, OHEA to 9°rds £A GAF, neg hits at 1425,
«T 724973 found 3x105am How. Destroyed atv 15104,

1650 hours = DCO-A: Fourd carpcurd with 2x10%aw How et X7 6L387C; appeer
unoccupied.

1705 hours = At 16105 F/9 found 1 des‘*ovcc ASS at- X7 86L%62.

1740 hours - F/9 Cev mission relezse at 17C3. F/79 to be releassd a< 1755.
1750 hours - AAE: 16004 GS Flatocr, Lift Bank A/C recd BAT at ZT 7656L5, 1

*1 hit in main rotor biade. 30 cal, 45C0' 8D knots. Neg hits.

¢ < 7

24 April 1972:

1420 hours - TRAC: Request EFT to go to An Loc and worx for Tunrel 10A

on fire mission. F/79 AFA skids ur at 14354. Recuestew F/9 to VR N of .
Quan woi. Skide up at 1LLC, An Loc weather coiling L5C0'. T.C air working.
1425 hours = TRAC: F/9 mission changed to VB & of xv loc.

1€05 hours = CG through 229 ops wants EFT fo report %o An —cc. Skids up

at 16154,

(1)



S St : 4?/9 Dav &7 720973, found 1 civilian truck along highway, neg
| o ‘ grgd ’t.}-n Placeo H
79 ,lhlim nhaue.

'ﬁosuportinxmnofczty. |
'1330 hours' = F/9 Cav found s bridge at:XT €09424 at 1710+ had been used by
_ _ff.rad: And vlheeled vehicles last 24 hours. Will be engaged by Trw Alr.

1€

£ ; ; .
o IRRCAR o

25 apria ‘:97'2: _ '
. 0610 hours = ARTY: Skids up HFT F/79. Was also on weather hold.
- 0620 hours ~ D/229: Skids up at this tizc. .

0815 hours - TRAC: Update on An ioc: As of G730 receiving sporadic ircoming
. No pround contact. Dau Tienp = 288 RF Company had pround contact to S«

; list night. Not serious. N/27Y Cav in Vi box £1. F/79 arty on st \t\on over

ot Ar LOC, . i

1010 hours - CG TRAC: An Loc sporadic attacks by fire. Flatoon peneration

inside perimeter road (see item 15). Spect.e engag;mg. 75% of re-supply

dropped last night recovered,

1015 hours - DCG TRAC: An loc rece:.v:.rg heavy lr.cming at th:.s ‘time:

1100 hours =°DCO-A: D/229 working Box Z - “/79 returnirg to An lLoc. Heevy

section F/79 be prepared at 1300 to support 1ift°into An log. D/229 Cav

will VR prior to heavy lift. :

1140 hours - TRAC: Trung iap, XT 6C22 reposts 300 e.‘e:'y .attacking fragn North
. Enexy is in hamlets among people, setting up AL wearons. VNAT supporting.

111.9 hours = TRAC: 3/1 (av provide fire tezm 10 escert OL-i-EL,, 1400 hrs.

Report lai Khe 1300H.

.'1,-

1245 hours = DCG TiAC: Bn of 101st NVA regi wefit inTycor 2 nemlets -of Trung lap

. 3 cazpany of RF group moving into actior now. 2/i43.£2VN pa aiso moving to
make contact. Hoad block at XT 568171. 2 iF canpanies frer Trung lap moving
toward there now. 1 RKF campeny frar Cu Chi headed for roadclcck. Squad of
5th armored regiment and 2 infentry campenies in reserve at this tire.

1650 hours = TRAC G-3: Insertion of dozer by C-—SZ. cozplete to X7 781741, our

heavy fire team is released.

1735 hours = AAE: Received through D/229. eed 1 sdditionsl heavy fire team
ir. the An loc area.

1800 hours - TRAC: Reguested section of ;_vms to sun,,oru Lustofl of Arerican
advisor North of Chon Thanh coordinated-iT 76G780, -Sxids up at 1805.

2155 hours = TRAC G-=3: lission for 25 Acrii: 1) laurch & Cav Trp at 08034 to
go to lai Khe. 2) 1 heavy fire tean to arrive 4n loc C400H.

26 April 1972: . v

—————

0630 hours = TRAC: An Loc SITREF: 5th ABL reccived heavy incorming at this time

. Bth ABN receiving a ground attack. Spectre is engaging tarks at XT £683850.

(15)

AL -%'vh v v 1 -
§§i¢u < CG: 'ARVN .tnsert.ion cc::.plet.e z. this ti...e. 2 UR-14 shut down on

0530 hours = TRAC TOC: Miller reports small pénctration to the West of rerimeter
N - ) ‘
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'% X 0-130 resupply dmﬁ Went in with no word on sucess. Lau Tieng 2

bagtalisns o! enexy 7 ko SE of Strcight Zdge Woods, In contact with ARVKN

Tjorees. Fyle e
1145 Mrs -'D/229: XT 68271.3 1 UNK type vehicle, Ko activity on South
" ‘gide oY road. North side has 2 tenk revetiients, no recert activity,

1225 hours - ALO: AA weapons reported YU 02203440 (37z ) XT 72003800 (57mm),

~XT 75108810 (23mm). .
1425 houre = .TRAC: S of Tay Kinh 2 batta.klons of KVA (possivly 24 regt) in

contact with ARVN forces. American zdviscrs requesting airstrike. Have
confirmed 5 B2nm mortar positions, 3 Ri positions, 1 12(tm mortar positior,
3 51 cal A guns, vicinity XT 2339.

2015 hours - TRAC G-3: Kission for 28 irr: 1) HFT on station at Au Loc 0603i.

2) Cav h-p at lai e for briefing at G7COH. -
wl-‘\\ 5-(, v., .

28 April 1972:
0520 hours - MTY_;!:}’MJ uff fur l-//‘} AEA )ul for An iloc.

1610 hours - TAAC ¢ SI'EP An loc: CLUL) end nmareim cirsirikes during day
have permitted ABN apd Ranger elenents to extend periveter. Same propgress is
being made, marticularly in Sv, 80 replaccments have been fiown in and 57

ARVN WIA and 7 civilians |iI4 evacuaied. Sporadic AEF am. l:.gft contact in tho
SW continue. 8 ABN*Hnd 5 ABN Bns received ABF ThLS 'ro"n .. Dau Tiengs 2-43

Inf Bn was in contact at 1200 w/unknow: sized enéxy Torce. Ber Cuat 1-49 Inf
and 2-49 Inf'continued in contact with sst 2 KJA Ens. CL 13: 21zv Div continues
to make little progress N of Cnon Thanh.” Hoagd i3 reL—;uwl’y elear S of Chen
Thanh. Resupply convoy rexains at sare iocaticn 5 ke N o- Iai Fre.

1625 hours - XT 7498382 hvy fire team erpsged 51 cu.l i ; 5., Ocserved 3 secondary
explosions. Confimmed by tunnell 20A (5un Div Advisor) updcte .3 secondary
explosions believed to be 82i: arro. .

2230 hours - TRAC G-3: VFission for 29 Ap-ii:”™ .11} Yezvv.fira tear on station

at An Loc 060C hours. (2) Cav Trp at iai Kht Tor triefing at U780 hours.

I3
.- - ’ ¢

29 April 1972:

1030 hours = TRAC: APC spotted 2 ¥ wezt of Zi'the. TF/9:h Cav checking now.
11490 heurs = DCO~A: On QL i3 fraw 8O tc 35 Z.. Eriad 1lires 3030 to LOO peop;e
r.oving N. They are grouped at A0 750850 £ of the rucber processing plant.
S-3 OFKS: TRAC has no information, on the ideniity. Adn 3ns are 7 775785
and XT 7797L3 and have r.ot moved.

2£45 hours - TRAC G-3: Update or 'n Loc. Viecnamese UZ-1H on resuprly nis-
sion shot dowr appraximately XT 78.811. 7 k= socuth of At Zoc on QL 13 at

U)

515 hours. ’ioad fram Chon Thanh to iai Fhne now opén. 5 resupply drops
hzve beer corpieted tocay.

2000 hours - o—2 F/79: Heavy sectlicn veck 37.4 ground te air fire west of
An woc at 18L Ox. At 4530 ft anc 1llO,knotss Tney rec:zived i bursts of flack.
2105 hours - TRAC G-3: Fission for 30 irzril: (1) Launcr Cav wrp at 0730 to
g0 to iai Khe for briefing then to cheok Sonc be cerriicr. (2) launch heavy
fire teax et 0830 hours to lzi Kne to stard by.

-

(27)
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Kbe, ofrl 12355&?' e
5, 2050. hours " IRAD-G=3¢ !ission for 1 May:
# -7 k ad 0600 'bourl $07go %0 Iai Khe and stendoy.
L 0230 hanra'.t,oﬂgo to Ia.i Khe for briefing.
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t-ed 2nd heavy fire teamy to be bounced to lai

{1) launch 1 heavy i‘:.re tean

(2) launch d Cav Trp at
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"’\v.'vnz“u V&y 1972. DT . . v

091.5 hours -f‘!ﬁAC Penorts gcerfirmed 370 4L un at X1 7438%€,
- 1900 houpf -m A11 Birds lcft Lot Fhe at 10077 afier pickins up several
R Ameﬂc&g*;{Z wdinded) et &n e, Recelved rround to oir fire from SW while

-~

= TRAC G-31 ’Niasion 'fc‘ 2 ¥Muy: 1) 1 Cov Trp launch at DS00Y
;or ‘mipsion brie..’ir... 2) preparc to luinch Leavy fire tc..m at -
on ordc et '

2235
-Ltg?flai_

s

g - LRTY: ,HFT for Dustoff 159 =tlds up at 0555K callcipns oulleod
.03, 12:&°20." ' B :

0250 hours - F 9 S -’ ¥idy we orn hewvy fire lom to &n loc to cupport
*he airborne lriaw-e' Gnanu. . .
inng hou;rs - TRAC:™ 4 Juctmd sncwaer houvy fire tenr for Ln loe,  Sxkids up
1240, o0 1 ERER
1750 huhra - ‘lﬂ...-f.'.fi _‘(‘:;?.53\].-.'. \.( R S AR Pl PL Yo P EL N TR A Y ',’"."I\.\‘.‘u siaee
1y, Keu Heng MRBE przie~ Ve el el XSO, UG TG s e,
16L0 houre -~ DCO- Beav, fire Yeowo /7% rede =e) foom wlooicr e Ini Yhae,

ing, CG TRAG also overhead,

1735 hours = DCO-&“".?‘cr,gd up 1 indiviscell feess douned £0-119 et Fire Zase
Tan Lee Chen west ¥R .dc. DAividwd s USal enlisiel ronm w'.'.o reported
that hig alrcreft hed crew of 10, sAirera’t i

5 4rdividuals believeil to huve :.m'\'{vc:'. orzn, .

- L A . - . -
1930 hours -=XC~i: Reports U3AT vickad Vi 4 237 1ticnal supvivczs of A0-119

g

crash and rescue effcrts are =:1ill Leins made, CZ00-a D3 ie 'f‘t crash cit

wnd is enroute to Eiern ficr #t this time, o ,

- 2N - Tt e Tl e AT
n o for 2 Yerr Lwign Flnk Tl ou 0202, From
-

4

%
-
g N
:
!
i
!

21/5 heuvrs - TRAC: Mw.ssi

““W

C
s tris loeaticn to Ial inéd ¢
&
g

-

1:‘-..‘ cl: @ heavy Fire I'e_.
AT we weuld seni oa puTr

H !
, b - ’ - ]
3
5 " .
< 7L
: 2 Yoy 1972:
T, aAt TS0 Ly 1 o Savane & Fr PO R S Y N —
L0 nours - TEAC: Antlecireroft reciticore enftied o LI NIUCRT7ELLaa
.y ~ -~ . - o "
L0 7LTNEERS-3Tm,
A T R I R N ST L - B Rl et . .
340 Lours - r/,‘: LTyt W KICECIIT L D2 res s T/ sy e erougald
e @ e RPN ¥ ™8 et A e o S T N RO I e
o 27nmogin, w0 Rite, Tid mel ermze, U0 siouad LIAT vsuld enpzte ter-
NURE ’
. - . N
e vamn
-y 1572
s . . .
: 0200 nours - TZAC: Migcior for Tedozr: 1) 04 0727 nrore lovneh Sav Trr 4o
- n = =\ n ey, T n®> 7T - y ’
t 201 ¥he for misslon briefinz, 2 Te zysnavce ts leunen D77 any tine after
A
: JiA ..u»Z‘S.
Inee N el 3 " 4R LT e - T4 T - > - ape 2
1027 pours = MAC: Jeguesield 57 12 bowes o Tui Tz oan? roccive insiruc-
4.2 [ lnr BNl . 3 ] . =- FTT DT ey
. tieng from TRACferyiord and cuprors the 3 LAY ZIL
- ~
c ! e
, -

+
O - - =
‘. Ve ol s IR TS W
dssion for 5 Your: 1) Cav Ter 2eteigh o4 0230 hours
a2t OC r

at:dn 1065 Bapative Bits) i | ‘

1710 kours - QCO-A:~ AC-119 shot doww ut YT 633227, Pink Teun S/22M support-

toor Anrroxituiely- & 37 rournds,
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.uugz ?o* speeis] Vi pick-up

3 box Tros the ZsL iV XT'£70423 < Xi,930463 - X2 ET0456 - Inilluls LI
i‘imwﬁ% “Bink Duong Sectart Clo.cince initinle Ilet LRV Div - TAT,
sth 2R Div - CPT "1:1 Pau Gic Dise, - XV,
..210 hours = A10; ~ GAF was reccived .t U717 Lowrs, Tits o ..

;derk blmek trail apd lost si ht of 1L w0 GOOG!. 200 20 =5ioannd 73, Yo
ﬁir barst XI 6730.°

.
-~

r hours - TWAC G=3: S;.o; or Ln Loc, 3rd adrvorne T, 3100 Repgl, and
s ’;‘- ACR in’-ecntact off and om ull czy, Srirwlic gorviel Jrl ooly Tnibtinted
1’

e

Vel Gy 'wjth some nrogrens Teda io Jh eerth, weet end onesth, No big
" moverent, up QL 13, Jumcrouvs s ulics Salo aveu with €54 tn tarcet, Lot
o0% of W chotes Al not wpen, Do Sdelecee Taown resaer T by Vias!
Lilier n*'\r with 134 replucenciies oo w11 e hm ornhuerto s, weldiced re-
:,u,'p Jy wd fond, 28 woundcl were .

st

¢ L :
i 05 hours = F/9 Cov: 2 high Lirls v L5002y and 100 krvs recelvedeln-,
} mee 51 cal fire at XT 72278 waj YT 72UV L1000 Lo, e tive hits,
174‘ rours - F/Q Cev: Found 1 irfircet firing vesiiion ol XT 736 7“2 ned
% scecndory explosieon et 1733, ‘llise en> o~ 1 crroulliczed wriick wiin unvnowm
;" results, oot .
1 17/8 hours =*F/79 Lriy: Inzield trocac inoepen ot WD TETTLT at 1430 heurs,
E cne eocordery explosion 2Fknown en er:” lLosses, ,
A‘ ! 1200 rours - F/9 Cav: Meosion velezse frorm Gaf% o7 1775 2elos,
" - ) ST ® ‘ . ] ,
s Vor 1972: [ ‘
* ‘. s ’

1227 roure - F/70: At 1207 hours mvy T tiaeesl w Lol Lo, o Fefpel et Led
e end swendoy there for Ifuriner crderc,
. 1745 hours - S-2: F/9 Firk Tear al 1333 hows snotcd 2 Zudiv et X7 712568
: engaged with organies. Kesulis 2 _iv K=5, ¢

7 ey 197z: . < e

0100 hours - TREC: Missicn for DJodey: 1) Cav rp Ceyury ol Xhe e1-0C00
for Vission Eriefing, 2) Y 5e prepared io luwieh efcer 0805 hours,
1,05 hours = F/9 Cav: At 1125 hours aw i@ 700546 found 20-20 10! X 10!
ocurkers, 10 x 15' x 40' hcotches, z33' ¢f trench linc, numercus positicrn
free engaged with orgerdes and -»3 alr, Resultis: 5 x 15 x 4C hooteres,
*2 x 10 x 10 buzkers, ail-Zestroyed., 3 x 10 x 10 burlirs demazed

-

_ l..).; tours - /9 Cz—.v. at 1340 hours an llH=Gh /¢ Cev s 4T 723571 received
- 15 rds G&F (A¥K-47).  Took nits in noir rotcy biaces and lerded esafely, At
: XT 718538 crew ext.:‘qc,eu. . 3Tcwn dnseriel, bird ol orowne exwactsid at

.»P.;‘ P

1£10 rewrs,  do m.n'*ea. ! .
LAy . . . . - - e .___‘

1450 Lowrs - = C?::,-r.e;ues., reavy firc ieam 1o supperi Zna .ok EX et XT

773721, Skids up --151 Ci, X v -

H Y U ot
« Lol Lo .
. ~ ERPRT SOV .
7 - AY
% (19)
\ .
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A
e A e ey —————— o it s <o

4 1> 7 AT SR

LS ot VIT Imd nt Fuoue R
e wi'! have al? necocogary “elesrirees and friendly "
""'}.‘U . '
0430 hozrs = m Tﬁtsﬁed clc“*atcc for vezrn Ly fire in the fuLlowirg
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"0120 hours - IRal: Missicn for Toley

.

ARV gl & . -
X ie A L M S .
s N . . N

]
'

3L Ohg ,ged with brganics, ' Results 1 x 20 K3, o . _
't }éTF/79'AFA:' LD 775721 =ssisting 2nd afll ZW in CIC c:'idr.;cd with

“A1so yeceived unknown # of un¥nows type GaF from XT 773717
,eoqu npt. out of acticn,

Lt
o
Ve
M S . . ) -
’ -
® v

,_;,

0100 hours - S.RAC - On 7 May the IFI from F/79 A& wes if support of 2 CO's

11300 hours = ACC: F/79 Arty atv X2 755885 at 111€ hours wiile in support of
grourd troops engaged enemy force resul 15 enery K33 1 4FD nochine gun
destroyed 1'60mn mortar destroycd 1 6Gm moriar C&..;tl‘oyod ‘

1730 hours = F/9 Cav: YT 003575 /9 Cuv i ‘-¢C wes fire. av with B-40, neg

-’him, flying 2000 ft.

1830 hourg « S=2: /9 Ci-Gh ab reccivai o ...111 Cire wu s T "l) ne
bive hity, enpnped with orgudes, voknown resuius, ‘
L8 “ .
9 ley 1972:
0100 howrs - TRAl: IMissiong for Tediy: 1) .Cav .rp Ceruri oz wrs for

lai Knhe for mgn briefing, 2) i77 bs presiced o ituneh any iiolc &5
nours, : K
0345 hours - MAC: FiC in Ar loc arec rw".:,:: The firi S.00 possible Sa-7
rissile at Ol40 bours vic XT 743505, fired frem grouny, l"t. wnite sioke
treil and went between 2 FaC's cnd explodes Irn white {laze, u,gunv; a:m-

eze, .

€245 hours - 1nal: Her—.\'fy fire teom bownced to 1ol Zee te refuel then on 1o
An Loc where contact is under wuy, e e e
0<l7 nours - F/79: S:ids up EF T fcr e Mnv) T - e
1250 nours - F/79 AFnu: At X0 758188 et 1430 Lowrs cag.red ¢ioiirge bunker

with wixnows # of indiv, B..x:-e“ desirey.d end wknow: F ol .

1530 hours - DC0-A: 3ciies of _ullots reecovered, taien 1o lel Kne, trens-
fered w greves regisiration people, 1 axVa body elsc in ares, AaVy per-
scrnel on operation. did not want o plc:. iz u:.~

1800 hours - S-2: F/76 section &t 1150 lcurs

763857, while flylng et 4000' and 1.0 xnctis,
gaged with organics, firing cezsed,

cived hecvy sa fire at X7
ivle 25 or 370 fire, Io-

10 May 1972:

1) Cev Trcop dcrwri for lal Khe for

zissicn briefing at 0800 hours., 2) EXD crn siurnd by ac of 0S50 hours
¢ v *
’
Y
. (20)

YT 923571 with zeverel ourkers in

: 3""21545 hoan - 5-2. F/3 ovserved 1 indiv et .’.

_of 2nd ARVN ABY BN, Reccived GAF urd when they reuwwrn fire tney accidentully
" wounded 10 ARVi'e, TRAC suliaittcd pinnucle repore,
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,"‘ssion for Doluy: l)

e

incoming and has troop movemuni To e S wad NI,
v An Loc &t first light,
:*'-’:‘i’-at_-t.n Loc HLT 0615 howrs,
" -chaee ship on standby &t lai ¥h
-gtructed them to have medevac et
0420 hours - TRAC: Tanks huve been sipnied at 4
station at 0690 hours, Will have Iai Khe opencs
0440 howrs - .TRAC: Situation at An Loc is geltil
on staticn at 0540 howrs, Chase ship-will be at

I‘\A—- OO\J’.) hO-« D.

-
Koarm and refuel will be opun ot Loi Koe, #al will

freclom monitor ut Lai XKhe on 540,540 Wi, conluel
ships on pwanrdhy,

530 howrs -~ THAC: AL 0440 howrs,  Inuereepled
that this was the last big attuck to tukc Arn loc,
0625 bhours - IJRAC: At the present tize 1;....}.5 ar
neter, lLaunch gecord ¥FT., Skids up av prescnt
0&40 hours - TRAC: ‘nere are 200 lLeeat rcc:. 15 at
0720 Lcurs - RASH FAC:
rocket wes fired at Fal's,
0805 howrs - RASE FAC: A-37 snoct dcwn
team covering downed at this tine
0920 hours - F/79 ARTY: frree tenks at X2 71569
A-37 shot down in itez 16 was sghot dowvn U 23m-,
1025 hours - F/79 ARTY:- Xerort total c“ 11 tarke
BAC Adr, end F/79 Arty,' F/79 claizs 4 toas dests

1040 hours - CG: Anti-sircraft rosiiicns «i ELo9
LT 77¢890 - 23z,

-~

LD 724893 - 237m, XD 750843 -

75€5 right 1 uz 1 =n nmerous 51 ccl pecsiiicng, D
envi-circraft sites. .
1040 hours - CG: AL XD T468C. ~=-27's a::;*-'._.._

1215 rours - CG: AR-1C shot dowvm nerii of an [0
753€7z, F/79 bixd. .

1335 Lourg - S=3: Cobre chot devit in Iten 28 345
wall Wy to get te wreckage,
1/,‘5 hours - RAZH:
another Fal resorted rmissing

1'71,0 hoars - Pal: arn loc un_;:e totzl’ 13 watls
pe:etration by two taris and VA platoc:, Z;-..rr
swest of city, Ko grc.':.a 'l,rooes in 30 w0 &0 zins
17.5 houwrs -~ TRaC: 7T U.S, cosueliy at X7 78588z,
Birh duswoll. v.‘eAha\'e turned owr gars ercuni te
192u ho-rs - 5—2. _,;9 5 h.lh....,, a{: 'Ci‘é)‘ 3, —\/7
number of rourds G.I £7.2003. % erd 100 krct L3,
2300 heours - DuC—l‘éa.'Scnc T0w rmiscile scezion wi

’

.

Cav by
ssion orieling. Z) RTI be prepurcd 0 A

0345 hourn - mc. 41 Ioc hus Leeln recciving liec

N - +4
2, k% mordy

£20937 ore rol In Cx i_nlic:

o)

T at StV to
aunch any Jize

the emeuat of
oL s5%.uion at

POr R
TS

ove arid

Celled F/7% aFy. wid inst.ruct.cd the 3 w huve HFT
Called F/9.Cov end in

structed ,theun o have s
Cg.l‘ed ..,a.vhc and in-

Ini ¥re ai CC)\) ho‘nrw- ‘.

A

n Loc, &equest X0 be oo
early, '

np worsc, Reauest iy be
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squirrel, Also vub 3 pou-
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£
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.
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’
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.*" -»f"‘r\ May? k- \.J,
-Since 1900 ‘hst n!.ght, t.nems AR

ol ’hnks &né infentry moving on south, sast, and
ﬁrefro:n ihe east i‘rom tanks and 105’5., 'D‘-C ur

a-.m'nulable rron tha Cav Tx‘oop,'! ‘£or th:. pr-
o SV :'_\.{ b,‘,‘-"f*.}f" 4‘».45-! +.
'ener:w oontrqls the northérn half of the‘ SRS
‘ ttguln ‘r.he S¥, Three to four tanks are reported in. tho ->]
SLAKWs Iight with no‘ZBm'da‘ 37 Crepqrted. Posaibio S
lo ﬁrcd this porning, 'ﬂtl:" . AR
{9 Oav. Tron thres, individuala l
~Puselage;; da.r:ag!ng'a:viorﬂ.cs and woupding pilot in
gsﬁ_‘ﬂith negat ve result.a Pilo+ ned'ev«c from lai

D o PR R PP S

5 ..}]'ﬁ ‘AHTY Q:'onnd troons et An Loc confirzn 4 t.anks dest.royed
)qy *179 .lr‘by"at T 7558’?[. at 111000 }’.ay 1972, ° -
LLLD hours -B.ASH FAC:t VNAF A-1 ghot down $-. f, &n Loc. Pilgt bailed out, ...
F/9 Cavwill uy 'bo support Possidle ground *1o afr ;r.issile. Pilov is &t c e
L XT 950870, 5% % C e . ' e T e
:1705 houts . —T/9 CAV. At XT 750876 at 1505 hcurs AB-1G ¥/9 Cav received un- o
-~ knowm m@}nttrof’ 81 cal GAF end one B-40 round’ nega tive hits or cdonmage, nega- '5 .o R
tHre'r és'ix}'ﬁsd due o -weither,” - T
.. 1705 hours = ACC: ’F/9 Cav AE-1G et XT 686"72 engaged 2 iniividuals welking -
on trail” 1m at 0925 hours, At 0930 ‘nours st XT 700275 engaged two 24 R
ton trucks: od:lbad a dest, 1 dameged, Received GAF from 3 individuals, L
Pilot ofiﬁ-lG mundod o : -

;o D00 ‘Ln Ioc SImEP: . L 8 - -
i . .-0130 howe -"Rpoaiving direct fire from E, h'oops on W in contact Incon-
-« ing'was increasing. . 0140 - Tanxs repe; ted nzor.western perireter. 0145 - : .
" Tanks and troops ~a]:\prom:hing froz W and Sr.. RR fire fror- E, Contact all . o
- ground perinetecr S :
0300 hours — 6-3-0PRS:  Notify 229 te plrce a1l aveilsble aircreft or e 30 % o
- minutes st.andby as of 0600 hours, Szme for F/9 ané D/225, b o
0300 hom's <:IRAC: - Heavy pressire oz ¥, Incoming increzsed fren roderate - :
-0 heavy, . Tal Adr presertly being exployed,
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. ce_aa 1 . - - N
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hn docreased _ . o

Jdnap at this tize, Ahsked RAC to let uc kzow if they |

Ady ‘thase ship had departed at 0530 howrs for Iai the, -
G _;‘..lféops 2t An Loc at in light contuct, have modercte in-

ﬁa" sently being employed, Weather Is currently $000Y, -
; ‘7-2.1193 a.nd _Boze ground ha.ze., EFT nct aeode.’i a.t. ﬂliﬂ

1,111 OH-& fro= F/9 a:zd D/229 ere ar s.pﬁb
%93.".1330 howrs, XT 70£872, An Oii-64 took 30 Fds AK-L? fire
ogations, Flying at trece top level at 100 krnovs., ‘Results:
casudltdas, of dumape. Enr'd w/org's unkroun results, ARV
A 82 rt;xﬂ'nomresulus... . oo
o d ; Approx ‘1500 hours 2 kilowct s S of An Loc, sundog 7,
La‘;éaﬁ ’FAC zna ihat flown by & SA-7, UTilot wus rccovcrcd by ARVY and tuken
246 AnLoe ‘{ARVI AIRBGRNE). . :
a ,'f 5 1725 hours ~TRAG: 013: Miszion for 15 Fuy: (1) Cav Trp Co Lo wrrive air
"‘,opno ‘center’ at 06/5 hour.,, Cuv Trp wrrive at 0700 hours, (2) Hoavy fire teum

'-; - - on ntation at ‘An Ioc at 0600 hours., .
. R -.'_. ,‘rf - ; .' . \5 »
' ‘ 15 Hay 1972' '

0001 houra - TRAC' Ap loc is relatively quiet et this tine, Some contacts
.around the pcrimeter. No tarks heve beer sighted, ’

0200 hours - TRAC: - SPECIRE has spotted g ginvoy, of 1€ Vehicles to the west
"of &n Loc and 1s currently working out on ihch,, The city hsas beern taxing
eporadic incamdng,. Situatior is pretiy stable et this time., T.C Adr is
being employed., Weather is gocd at this tlze, - ,

0820 hours - F/79 AFA: At XT 7,€£85 SP'D e surface to zir L,sa‘le being
fired, st F4, TAC Air exmployed, ) ‘

0920 Lours - 7th AF: 37 high threa: aTe: ’),:A..r;:*us of - 75uo75.
0900 hours - ACC: D/229 Cav bouncinz et tzls time t6 cuszer. 2lct RRVE
Convoy which hes begun, - - .

0955 hours - F/79 AFA: Report SaM at Xl 706381 being fired zv G130 left
trezendcus walte cloud erd hvy smoke t-all,

1005 nours - ACC: Report followinz Shl lzunchinz sites

- "

»

1y

sla FIACE .
0200 - XT 750855

08L5 XT 746¢8

CoLZ XT 769cE

0EL5 ' LT 746695

Beport from F/79 AFA anc 43, ILC Air is presently :5 ir: enpiored, on firing
sites. F/79 is belne pulled awey by DICA. I/79 awey from An .oc due 1o SV
.S_..'th&wion ’

1750 hours -~ 'DCO-a: X7 773700 alf while puviing in eir was znal dowm,
Americen pilot bailed out, lended Zevweern enery end frdly 1incs, Low bird
from D/229 tried to pick hinm ug, _ec'C vy GiF et Z2 772701 wert from
another direction and picked vp t pllOu Pilot is C... uguuCSt £o Ddt
response from Gl for grid of CAF _ o
2015 hours - TAC: Report on an loc, corvoy at 75 grid, 1,9 ki T of L 13, .
An Loz guiet, . C
2200 hours - TRAC: Mission for 26 zy: (1) Esuvy fire ieom cn sietion et
Ar loc at Of)OO hours, {(2) Cev Trp et lei ihe &t C700 howrs,
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'ioc'cont.i,mee to b quiet, ueg:.tive contavt  City
% BR:ond wortar fire, 6 KS'W of Irang Bang an OPF -
gi 'AC-119 is supparting, -Also &t An Loc spsct:‘e '
-ﬂtstroying 2,
g 45 very. qulc. end doe$ not need FFT &t thj.s time.
; Mp;r kn Igc is still recedving 1ight eporad.tc
. '!‘/?9 gkids up for Lo Kne. .
‘Miselon for 17 May 4s for 2 UB-1H, :no.‘..s,. 1 heavy fire
tl&i Khe at 0515 howre, -

'Jsh Loc is very quics, Jherc has bLeeu some troop movo-
y mont. ;md[occni';iom'l exchanpe of fire unmd incuning, _ o
} . 45500 tiours e AUTY {i]rids Up at U2 hours I‘or P, Medovae gkids up atl
- "0450 hours,! S
4,0505 hours = D/229 -8k1da up at thic iire, B
.*0515 hours -~ TRAC: "&n Loc is still very uet, cn"" spcra zdic incoring,

é

ours - : et fo ¢ snatch n Ioc egre = :
0615 hour mc The airerces for th T 4 Ar e rettrairz to :
irs Khe due o the weather, The snotch will ke postponed until e wealler :
.abates, ' : c ' . ’

ours - Ral: OL Fulwyler hes r‘.uevei e 3rd 2de of tze respon- .
0915 h p

gitility for a Cav Trp in the 4n loc areZ.,” P -

¢ [ 16 -

0955 bours - F/77 ATA: Siids up to Lol lnl=%.5555 for ITL
- - - . - — - L S -
1025 hcurs - D/22¢ Cev: 3Zgoncel chinze snis il SuzLovEY T/7¢ st Zii e,
mnr
(VR

blues bounced to Lai Hne et X
1300 hours = 5nC: Snaich CF

Flot was shot down 3 days azo.
2345 hour- ~ THAC: Have EFT c:

. e
21 *ay 197z:

1745 hours - TAT: Lpdate An Ioc very guiet only s-oredic incordnz, no ground
coniecis tesk force € in contact rosv of e cuy 3/%5 hes hed oradic con-

tecv, Ccnvoy rede no headwey rcorih today,
,2%15 boure - WAl G-3: Serv 1 Pir: Tesm tc Ioi Xhe ac 000 on 22 Muy to be
riefed by 1NC freo ARV 216t Ziv fer VI ziscicn, Will gend I Cov rp end

€Culn, will

necvy secticn of MaX, Tne Cev Trp will conizcu autocret eliing on FiY, DCCA
sziC %o send kD elsc, P . v
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s- een reé'évered the ARVES srd i -
bocy pr b 1£cnn /7° LF-s pilot«sbot

8’?5

‘:-.[‘-

el

3
e

or G‘.v *&-con. (;) ?LB a.t ;ai h.‘ra‘ '0’700 hourg._. -

1
_ﬂh‘hLT 08C0O Lours, - : gt SRS .
ohgports GAF ot fcllowing 1bcation° during .mtch RS
FREE small arms AT 6265 37em, - XT 7567-®mall arms, - .
.‘kg:ﬁl*‘these grids due to qualifty of Class Voon hand, . 1.
' ﬁlrgets.. ARG-Lighis ere be.r,_, rloLt.oa in- the n:aa ; _ g
Raqweated he.xvy fire tean und Hcdew.c to Lai Ere by :

";“@900 Md‘a i 0212’ for dmerioan advicor with 15th AuVY Rgt at X0 75‘581,5.
11915 hours - IRAC: ~Medeyuo UH-1E froz 2i5th Medical Cc:lpt,.a.y reccived &n
;*unknoun amcmt oL 51 -¢8l GAF at LT 761779, UH-1R went down &t XT 773796
“xrew and p.a.;engers were evacuated aircr :_.r, burned in pa.c.w. Crew tcken to

PR

gr.lai Khe, co.abat ana response , sorties of IaC Air.) " .
) “’f ‘i"’ ,- _" .5 : , . . ‘. ' . ~
RERETRY, June 1972: i ,;.il . IR
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20a AnllIGET zv WIS 596927
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Nt ny e = - rm e m )
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CELD hours = F/9 CAV: CE€35 F/9 Cev Coore waont \.c n fer recraniesl problecs
&t Fhouc Virr, F/9 Browrs inserted to scouce t:j oird, "L/1/7 BT LCH wernt
dewr at OL15 fer sezrme reason,

0945 bowrs - 1/7: LD olev &t Grunt I 23 1,00 nowrs !L00 GO0 el 5000°,

1622 keurs - TRAC G-3: Send seciicn of 1.0 w0 cover exiozoticn of held-
“copter down for mecharnical reoscns neer Cu Cni, Cenuzet Zoan € cn 58,00
»;ir.ai:overC Cri. ‘ toe ’ .

13 Juhe"197é:

*  DCOS howrs - S-3: 1st 1ift is enrcutes tc LIv 750265 with clezcnts ¢f 21st
Regiment, everylhirng golrg well,
0505 hours « J0C-4: Mo 1if4s irto L2 et this tirs, On 2.3 1ift took irn-
~eczing apd smell’erms ground i eir fire, LlI-1E fron ;/229 22t cewn in
L2 at X7 758865, LI moved €00 meters, Crew exiraciel, cioor birds nave
been Lit by GAF., 1 U.S. wiIa,
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‘fours 1 kn®S Therh Kai, VBAF wlll extrac‘thS‘a
airlift of troops w mllov, Iulm: “light bounbad

;?,/79 AH-1G Locs ted at XT 7837;2. a/C sce.mad in-
gutaide 4/C, o :

abn e o ~f ur.t.il ..omorrou

;B aRed 3= ‘ ’ . .
'€ ='Blagk . ° v
e, 1210 hours - Re% pl&ns i‘rom lai K.e, to ettenpt extraction et .LBOO hour
L7 T tp be preceeded ‘by YMAF TiC Air, If this extraction fells the Cev T"oops

uill ettexpt pa- axtract.*on &fter dark tcr.ig..t. PP )
L RE1345 ours = 1st 11ft on PZ ibr Bie 22 cc )

11352 hours - 2nd 1ift is out cf FZ some .57 cc....“f' out,”

-JJ.AS hours’. -ﬁ;rd 14t out of P2 w/1izht GOF fhiw wes fired OiGT flight,

° 4455 hours - 8 flights of L.S, ships arnd 1 VIAF cut of 4n Tcc ni this time

~ 1523 hours - CG notL“ied that & F/79 ccome Cown mear rosd &s 1510 hours,
Crew C.K. Securing force on way, 4 5:-7 mIssile ”ot dowx t‘:.c cobre av

X7 758773, Crew extracted,
1845 hewrs - 2 F/79 pilots €
1€3., nours ~ FZ at An Loc fer lst 4tn Xie cleer of treops.
1£55 hours - Misscion relezse at Llai Zhe,

concition urxrcowr.,
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2030 howrs - RaC requirenent for 21 Jure, (<3) 1irt ships for susport ARVE
rove fre- lei Khe to an loe.

22 oune 1972:

- 0615 hours - Skics xp,
- . 0828 howrs - 1lst 1lift off 121
0840 hours - 1lst 1lift into 4n :
70900 hours - ARC lights in A.J
strike ‘gocpleted,,
1030 hours - TRAC:
dowz 20 Juxe,
1200 heurs - 5/229:

[

iack,

31st ARV.’\'

Recelved

'ed by lote <3VN tocops,
Ioc erez, 411 &4/C zroundcd at loi Kne uatil
Regt reccvercl odies of 2 F/79 crewscn shot

§ e nn 3
51 cal LY CJWA,C

* 1351 bours - UH-1Y rec SACGLF et hn Log, coming ow ol 1Z. lo demage o L/C.
1 crewnczber reccived superf

1420 hours - Ui-~1f et
1505 howrs - 12 1ifts ¢
2330 hcu:‘s - 15l

frez 4n Log to Lai Xhe, - -
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e ,Tor mc ms=1ons, T/79 - 0535,,'33.503(‘?1
L PAI0 Yellow Pit -10630, 7 ”‘
i P scted at 0715 hours .at UO..L].I,B. o
$-Laggles rec'd mission rele-ase apd:@are’ o
. will continue to gepport, - --._.w_w_u \

45715 hours, - Request krisfing &%.6715, hours, Inrornud“_f W

"5u goon a5 ‘possitle waen the Airbors Sdeis o P2 L

' we need to know ASAP so that we-cen-gend a 30 ship

th five shirs tc follow, "If it is tomorrow we will

' j-as goon &p:we arc notified, Also reguested thcy have

0715 hours, Requested thot Banger 79 bte informed of

ilga;laand thet MAJ Fudul at lei Khe and }hJ Bentson ulso
}8’1,"“130930 B Jure X7 7T/97195, me.u.. from F/9 ucro :

dcim A1, 0 Lighbird coverdng than ree'd hvy GAY, o

mi‘ds and 30 cal fire. browne defended frorm ghell eraicer, )

;_ iablo {o bo extracted, While the slicks were (.om..n,_, in to exiracty '

e 15‘- 20 B\ tried to rusk the &k ips. Browns engeged with autorziics

“Sprs Fire, Plt.ldrs estimete 7 - 8 EN KIs end £ - 5 Ei WLi. X w  weering

" khakis and had AK-47 rifles.

- 2%40 nours. - ‘TRAC C-3: MACV hes to ask IR4C for an impe._ct ttaterent on

.. vhat would hgppen if TRAD lost the follcwing assete: 5% AH-1G; 4x CH-47i,

Lot Sl F/79 AR Danger 79 and delinnt 5 hive c'bjepte:l but it still mey hap- o

. pep., Also MSG (Ref Item 27) has been pronssed o LAJ Ber..._,..‘. ‘Le said he
g ,wou.'ld inform Dan ger 79. TRaC forward nas rotificd exd will roley ressage
AJ Madsl, J Bertson seid ke would cduour with 21l aspecue of the

'message (IDw). v
060 hours - Airerefu oﬁ for Iz.:. tne, EXius yn, :/79 043,, .:-ac}. - 53205

Red - 0612; Yellow - 030; F/5 - 0810, -t . :

0320 hcurs - T2AC: Exwract lst abn Bde, Sic nee .ir:; rc-‘stc..‘c-. '.—-ll night
18 Jure, ¥&y nov make FZ uniil 1000 hours, 19 Jue - v

0%55 hours - LS revised PZ tize for kL. Be 1o _LCJ nacurs because 53n ARVN
5% BN 18 in conwect VIS XT 7€.757. ing supporied by LY. Ezt enexy to
pe 2 companies of 1Llst end 1é5th i Zegimentc,, . S

1500 hours - L&I KEL: 3 1ift gagpies reczcived pdssicn release arnd are en-
route to Biex Foa, F/9 and F/75 cortinue zur SOV,
1600 hours - TRAC sends sume rission for 20 Juie 19700

2uJune1972 ' vt o

'-0610 hour= - Sams \.;p fO‘ L&i Kne, F/9 ard F/79 1ifts on sienéby et Blen
~ Hoe. -
0820 Lours - A_.-lu, :/9 shot down &t XT 765770, 0812, 82-7, no survivors,
0825 hours - 4H-1G, 7/79, received un® rc nfits 51 czl, revurninz to lLei Khe
-with exccrt eoora, escort cotri reported rissing,
0915 hours - To4C, U,S, FaC sighted wrecizze of &5-1C, downcd 0220 kours,
vie 752797,

e thnt 'we are’sending 1 Cav’ ‘h‘n and 2 bvy ot A

Anditiuls vhen 77 is inforred, : R
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3 "’ ’ out,); S ,"‘ " PP P
F /1020 hours - t.th 1iftdn 1030 hre received Saa® LT 838789,
= 1055 hours ~ D/229 AN-1G dowr at 1042 hewrs at X¥ E2475E by 7 51 cal rg
% Crev extracted 10L8etrs, < Browsn in tc secore ard em.r-.c., --/u. "
f 1200 hours = Dowred /2217 AE-1G extracteld 1139 heowrs ‘ legt 110t in LTOgTess,
£ 1210 hours - An Loc mission corplete, IiIt ghirs returning.Sien hoa. Caov
. Troope will spt extraction LIC Sutler's tocl.. - L e
: 1315 houwrs - CH-47 took 1 RD ZaGar while exirzctiing T 44; E-1G cowred,
z '- ( 132 hC"“S) - ‘- W
'"\1320 hours - ALL &/C at Lai }ne sccurcd rissicr relecse and are earoute
- &-en foa,
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ZC Jine 1972

0£10 keours - haZ: F/75 skide ur for ol creoat 0531, Sixds up at G600,
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down., Xo survivers,
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An Loc pricr to tie one scneduled at 1IIC aour:,
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IS = LOWT al-10 €xu -1
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o, alsc zessivle execort mizsion
Jor dustofl,  Einma Leong B owasz woiunied inoaciiza, ©Z gpzrex 04X kilometers
scutn of an oo, L.
ZiL7 nowrs - Reg vnnt o dusioliT oreLort 1w i Ane et 1100 Lowrs temervow flor
coiefing inosant of F/S Cuv,
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120 hourz - TRaC: Lift off at Zal Xhe a3 1400 howure,
11/5 heurs - JaC: Hold F/9 un rciificuiion by Rac.
1210 hours - 7/9 rce'd miscicn release o ure crroute to 3icn Low, medevic
mission was successlully ccmpleueu alsc,

2505 hours - 1220 hours reg taat 17aC nctily ductofl to vc wt O Chl at

Y~

0730 hours to-orrow orn sirip aleri in supt of /229, Cornfirmed bj ial,

. . 4

z July 1972: .
1700 nours - F/9 coura rentd Ol hit fron CLF irn its plexijinocs wbile cu-
coriing CHE=47's to Sonp: Ze,

200 howrs - Urdave ¢f iwen T/0 Colra win Slyin, s 1003' o 130 ric ab
L 153575, aecd Oz4 nits '.rfulu 0a ul. Tuh, Jhe olher coora 41350 ToCd Uaa
niL. in rotur viades, e Caz,

I ooaly 107 .
1
fron. 120:n ava Co downcd oy GaF 1.k W cf refucl peint
crew vounced, Crew has Doen ext w0 Faucc cSirh. URE-LX

il .ﬁss‘ou fer & 1972, W bO" % w/lor anl recrn
flew up O4 indivs zv yu.CLi nrouve, wWarning for 5 July
o meve anzrox 1030 ireerns r,u Aﬁ oc .yp Ini Khe & rove

from Ll Kne o An lec, Expcyv Tiaf toe provide 05X U=R-13H
C. (If possible VIAT w1l provide 13 UE-13 & IR3C. 5),
P —~m

&
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L ‘:._ly 1972: e ’ ! 4
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- _— R meeer s - o e .
05 hours = Thal tesaeld TXGC for 10 UE-lR's for iai dhe - An Loc mission
cn S July.
125 hours - 0G direcied CC ¢ S-3 ¢f 229%n A53 32 20 tc 1ai Khe nanr for mis-
- - - * L4 ~ ~ I3 ~ .
sier orieling. A-sc, recuested early relezzce for 5/22% in Cembodia & corn-
Jirmonoocrees oorier :issicrs for wouerrow,
S50 noure - D/226 ras reiurned e Sien Heo at 1548 hours,

5 ouly 1972:
T3 heurs - 1lsu element of final approuch at this time., CC enrcuie o

2037 nears - 5-3: uL,S. fFlT% of ics eh' plete & 2 ViLF £ o
¢ 2 chips sach complete,
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207 nowms - THal reporic 90 soriies cerpletc at @ DaX PIR A/C-210 tetal,
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7 July 1972:
(oA}

1510 hours - TRAC: 1 Cav Irp is taskec to Vi Song Be corridor & Fau Giso (P)
in 3irh Duong (P) from 8 July thru 15 July. Dep S-2 & OB preparcd to briefl
Cav Irp at 071930 July. Order confirmed 1715 hours,
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‘Can you hold
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cight more minuies?.

n hen North Victnamese troops drove a-
) cross the Cambodian border toward Sai-

gon, scven Amcrican adviscrs were®

trapped with a small force of South Victnamese
troops in the district compound at Locninh. The
compound was surroupded. and for two days
the Communists pounded 1t with rochets, mor-
tars, hizookas and afle fire. The besicged Amer-
wans, sdong with ther ARVN troaps, huddied
three bunkers underground. As dusk il May.
Gen. Jumes F. Hollingsworth, bass of the Third
Repion Assistance Command. hovered over the
battle for three hours in his command helicop-
ter. deploying American planes and gunships in
a delaying action while trying to arrange an air
rescue. In Hollingsworth’s chopper. this is what
it sounded like:

HOLLINGSWORTH (1o trapped  advisers on
ground): “"Thiss Twp-Fiver. Oh baby, I'm com-
ing pretty good. I'm still fighting and checking.
I've been promised it [rescue helicopter) in ten
minutes away. Don’t go anywhere. | know where
you are.”

Two minutes later, he was again asked about
the rescue helicopter.

HOLLINGSWORTH: **Just going as fast as | can.
Can you hold out about eight moré minutes” I'm
workin® as fastas [ can, Eight-Three. Keep down,
keep yourself together. You've been great. Talk
to the FAC [Forward Air Controller]) and just
hold with it, baby.”

Eight-Three was not reassured. He said that i
he got out, it would be pure Juck.

HOLLINGSWORTH: **Ah. bull, don't you worry
about that, baby. Well. it’s not pure luck. baby.
Hold in there.™

Flights of aircralt were approaching Locninh
{rom several bases in the area. ¢

HoLLlingsworTH: **Everything’s airborne. ev-

erything is up now. It's just a matter of a few min- ’

utes. . .. Ah, damn. you're a httle strong great
guy, Elgh& Three. Just stand by now and Ijsten

and keep that [radio] net of yours open and talk ¢

to the FACs."”

IRCL 10A1 LIFE "WGAZINWT

A small U.S. chop‘pcr é'.rrc&ncd into the com-
pound to test the gunfire befare the transport heh-
copters tried to land. The pilot ran into intense
ground firc and had to scoot outimmediately. In
the din of battle. the men trapped innide their bun-
hers did not see the hehicopter. and they ashed
about st

Hortinasworgine: e got shot up with 80-¢al
[Beavy machine-pun firc], and now we've putting
more ordnance on the goddamned stufl 1o try o
get ud there to you.™

With his helicopter dancing out of range of
ground firc. Hollingsworth kept up his efforts.

HoLunGsworTH (to FAC): “Get that stuff
workmgﬂn there! (To advisers): I'm gonna pick
up every one of)ou I can. | want to get you all
back. I' m gonna take all of you out that | can.™

! )

+Aninaudible rc'plx came from the men trapped
below. ,
HOLLUINGSWORTH: “*Well, I'm_gonna try "
Some, of the ARVN troops caught at Locninh
decided to abandon their position and make a
run foritintothe woods. Two Qf the American ad-
visers decided to do the same.
HOLLINGSWORTH: "' This is Big Cloud Two-Five.
Stick with them hittle people and keep up on that
radio.” But there was no more radio contact with

" the two advisers.

Sull be'low were five other trapped men. Holl-
ingsworth spoke to one of them: **Ah. Chico-

- Whiskey. this is Two-Fiver. I'm going to stay with

you and I'm gonna do every goddamned thing |
can to get you out. God bless you.”

Another member of the advisory team in a dif-
ferent bunker came on the radio. also asking to
be taken out.

HoLimGsworTH: “*Roger, Oscar Four Chico.
right. I'll do it. and don't give up, don't give up.
We tried 1o get a low bird 10 you in there first
and it was shot all to hell. and we've gone back
and put more ordnance in there and we're still -
onna work with you. We'll be here all night long;
if it's possible to get you out of there, we're gon-

21 APRIL



Inciosure i0-A (Lontinued)

na do it. Don't give up.hope. Just pray as 1've
been doing for you the last three days and just
hangin there and God bless you. I'm gonna docv-
erything in my power to get you out.” [To other
aircraft]: ‘Let’s keep layin® that stutl in there.
And | hope you monitored my conversition with
Chico. This means we've got o stay with "
Night had fallen. and the Communists were
about to overrun the compound. Deciding the sit-
uation was hopciess. two of the remaining Amer-
icans also decided to make a run for it. They ro-
dioed their intentions to Hollingsworth, flying in
the dark above.
Howuingsworth:*Roger.Chico. 'm trying my
goddamnedest, and everybodyelse. the Air Force,
MACY and everybody else 1s behind this trying
to get you out. We care about you and we're still
trying. so go ahead into hiding there and take
that radio and keep it up as long as it works and

"~ whether 1 can still talk 1o you or not, I'm still

w A e

I:1TL 10A2 LIFD (AGAZIKNE 21 ARRIL

going to (ry to get in there and get you out.™
Hollingsworth could sce the Communist troops
storm the remaining defenses. He reported to the
other planes what Clico was going to do and or-

deied continued saturation fire into the arca.
Horvinagswourtu: **He s gonna hide in {ioca-
non) and he’s gonna want you to keep the en-
emy's heads down all night. | will make another
atiempt tomorrow Lo get 10 touch with them and
to recover them.” Then he switched call signals.
“Laght-Three.it's Two-Fuer, over. Eight-Three,
Two-tiver. over.” Pause. **Chico. Two-Fiver,
over. Chico. Two-Fiver, over.” There was a long
pause. and i a lower, discouraged voice Holl-
mgsworth said: **No contact with Chico or Eight-

Three as of this hour. Two-Fiver, out.”  «
HAROLD ELLITHORPE
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T-54/55 burns in the streets of An Loc, (above) biocking the path of 8 second tank, which aiso was destroyed. Beiow, another T-54/55 was
destroyed atter its crew apparentiy attempted 1o conceal it by drving it Into a buliding. Army has moved to increase its anti-{ank capabihty
by bringing addiuonal Cobras. equipped with Hughes TOW anti-tank missiies, into South Vietnam (awasT May 15, p. 18).
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. 'h. Max “"1 “k esoter- Ws '“1. st h.‘to "‘" ¥ q. X ‘t’
'~ kmqullbhl such s why they |buying time for the Sow:. Viet- ‘l ,-_';'.3 \_v;";,'_ 2‘\
»t.'t. gre I8 Viet Nam or what the | amese,” McKay sald. “Ouce ';*_\".1,“:7 %k ,5
# 32 H nited Gtates siill bopes to sc-|they blow the gap beycal'l. Aoyl 7 5,_-&, ,\,}, s

F.;umplhhlnlhowu. - Loc, they have opea J =N

Tf1l *The attitude of cur people 5| ‘McKay poted proudly that af 7
ey if completely prolessional,” said dozen Cobras from bhis wnit <!

A ey ‘larry McKay, 35, of | bave flown every day, eften) i .
3 U] Charlestos, §. C. His helcopter alter receiving hig from ene-f .
- % !l it derives it name {rom the | my machine guns. =

i ‘the ¢)d German Ired “Our pilots have been I"\ylng :
e Pt 11 to 13 bours & day ia‘peak

" wTney doa't even sk, be periods,” be sald. “As small| -
cause we don'l even know our as they are, Ametican pssels| .
selves,” be said. “Wa justbave been very critical in the|

have enough falth in our coun- entire battle.”

S TR

Cvendad b The critica) role of American| -
' . N '::i\ Fuls Specialized Role  * | ::dr ﬂﬂslt‘::i?‘u”'ebgm: : ‘
. LI ARRY SRR [N i )
o : e ““p | The professionalism of the helicopters = was particularly :
. ¥ S l Blve Max qualifies it 88 one o} (1 vesiorday and today in § :
T 471 the Army's fow elite units re- . ., ! .
SR AN \ng in Viet Nam and siso fending olf sssaults by bun- ] 3 e
0 maining in Viet Nam Aoc 80 greds - of North Vietaimese) - SR .
Yh. . Uy | explaing ita specislized role In troops with tanks. . s il R .
Y AR ‘_3 :| battiing the Cemmunist offep- Heavy sntiaircralt fire pro- ©, St e e ]
e Y sive 8o miles porth of Salgon. 1, 0104 “the Communisls, who} . R T S !
- )’ Lore ) *We bave encountered the ! .d more (hsn 2,000 rocket S }i R AN I : )
Zeg Lo beaviest ground-to-alr fise ever| yng mortar rounds into thej.: .. RN R
e e found in the Viet 'Nlﬂ: war | own. Indicalive of the serious-i .- . N 1 ; \;
r107L L X {within Souts Viet Nam,®. Me- s of the batlle was the facti <~ vrote it e O [
15270 1Key seld. “We even belleve| nyt american B-52 yesterday! ™ R I ';_l_ ‘
" Ithe Intensity of the fire M3Y|few geven missions la the AB' - T L T R e
Texceed that ia Southern Laos| Loc reglon.” -+ - -~ F S Ny ' i
jduring; the lncursion "1ast| +The firet day of this offen-! .- . o b
year. ' - slve we weren't expecting, .+ . " T . !
American olficers eredit the rcarly the intensity of the 83U+« e ot A v
long, ‘thin Cotra hclicopters gircraft fire,” sald Capt. mu,' A L R ol

flown by .the Blue Max with Csusey, &, “of Bladenboro,: "
frustrating repested Commu-in €, - T
plst assaults on the provincial,  Causcy's Cobra was bit four;

oy B © |espitalofAnlec. 1. lstraight days but bas pever -
"‘ S A . Destroyed 6 Tanks . - Cl’;;h;{d-. H-dln. ms“} .
Co Sl et e Dt The Blue Max has poured cKay rolled 1n on Ve oo
s S Cooth s T machine gun fire and :;kc:.l ei-built tanks the first day they

-2 |inlo ecemy concentrations sur- roared thry the streets ol An ‘
" rounding An Loc aod has de-|10C S I
L—.—_—; e . Cauldn'i Bomb Qlly T

B .. W “The Air Force wasp'i! =T - .
7V cleared to bomb In e cityl
O because they'd cause too much ;. O
N damage,” McKay explained.;, )

o -~ }"s0 we went in with lnliunki"'. _
e _ lrockets on our birds. There . .
o Jwere three of them [tanks) '.. -, .
oo «  1downtown AnLoc.” =" T _—
g L McKey scored a dired-hiton | 1 - o
o one tank, (523 Cautey rolled ln| -

<

. : on the next two. “One of the
R T |tanxs spun oul as U it were
: otlost,”- Causey sald. "I don't
Hhink the drivers hoew what
.. !they were doing.” .,
T .| MeKay said, “V'e proved
N ‘that a Cebrs, s -1 with the e
st o aroper type of iolsdl, flyssg. o o
£ et L | thru Jnlcrse an aircraft fure, e
: © %+ 7 | can kadck out a tank., V- ]
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. The successful evacuation of apprgximat) jy 6,{00 ARVN troops .

" competerce displayed by these hgrdwork

UErAanltlieNt Uk he AR T,

KEADQUARTERS. 3RD BRiG)DE (EE (RATR) v,

"7 1 IBT CAVALRY DIVISIQN [AIRMC; K) - - ' .
OFFICE OF THE COMMuNING Co "IAI. ) . o ’

APO SBAN FRANCIGD. © i
CPcp “‘“

i'

AVOACG o
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendatlion e

e fonen R ' :
Commanding Officer ‘ B Lo ' f{
229th Assault Hellcogter Battallpn r

3d Brlgade (Separate
Ist Cagalry Division (Alrmoblle) - &

AP0 San Franclisco 96490 P , I

L 4

o

{. | wish to take this opportunlty to ¢ ynmen; your|organlie
zatlon for the significant contritutlon 3t hai madq‘to the = ~ F~
history of the US Army and Army avlatlo} durlpg thﬁ period '
of 4 through 13 April 1972, The teroic ictiogs.of !your

avlators have contributed Immeasarably ;) the pverall suc- A
cess of the ARVN soldlers and US gdviso; ; defgnding An Loc, ‘

and refugees from Bu Dop, while under I ;ense antlflrcraft. e
flre was both a tactical as well gs a hjpanitirianivictory, T f‘ f.
Heavy automatlc weapons fire dlg pot de pr yo\r troop- .. b
carrying helicopters from perform{ng cr rical reinforcing , f
missions at Nul Ba Den and An Loc, The !lire jupport "o |

rendered by your attack hellcopters fro: both cavalry |

troops and the aserlal fleld artiljery b ‘ttery was plvotal. ;

in tlppln? the scales In favor ¢f the q Fendars bn numer= / :
o :

]
ous occasions, b

i
. r
2, The contributions of your oytgtandi g maljtenance 'f i
organlzation during this period were ke to n, ssion success,
While flying a total of 4,018 hours, whigh exqeeded the
USARV standard br 1,678 hours, yoyr avlition jpalntenance
personnei malntalined an somirable 62,5 ijercen: operatlonal
readiness rate, This remarkebleg pircrait avy)lablilty rate _ .-
Insured tnat alr zssets were alyays avg iablg to support
the tactical sltuation, The morale, ei!rlt, no professional . -
J@ por“on?el heve been ‘
cutstanding .throughout this criisal pl.f’ od, | .
. ' . o , ' .
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7 16 April 1972 -

Letter of .Commendation . : . .
ompl 1shments such es these can onlr be per- -

Ined, hlghll mot lvated personnel, A aln,
you and each of your men for thelr magn fle
of courage, compasslon, and professionalism, , ,
AM will always exist as long as It has men ) ‘

. 1 . \
i

AMES F. HAMLET 1.~
Brigadler Genersl, USA ;=" ' -

Commanding | o
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Brigadier General James F. Hamlet ! /, &2’Juns 1972
3rd Brigade, 1st Air Cav Division. ' _ -
APO San Francisco, California 96240 | - - _ o
| i

General Hamlet, on behalf of the officers and men of the III Air

Tl Division, I wvish to convey my deepest appreciation for your per.. , |
sonal concerp and assistance in extracting the'deceased crewpe '
of our CH-47. Your kindness will always be remn ubored by :
officers apd men of this organization.' R

T =" I partd fly thank your aviatorr-*‘rheir boldand conra . j
‘ action on 15 June 1972, indicates great personal notivation nd ‘

pride in their profession. Because of their bravery, ,the bgreaved
‘fa.miliea are novw able to properly inter their loved ones. '

e

My sincere thanks and appreciation for your e.fforta which made
this operation a success. 4And convey to your cjmgem aviators
xmy appreciation and thanks for a task well doned - ' |

HUYNH BA TINH, Colanel, VNAF f‘ X . —— -
Caxmander, 3rd Air Division . :

i
/
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LTC McConnell dintinguished himself on 19-20~21 June 1972 while serving
ao Commander of tho holicopter assets supporting the 1st Adrbone Arignde,
Airbone Division, Army of the Rcpublic of Vietnum, Tho 1st Abn Rde's
mission wur to move from An loc, Rinh Long Provinee, RVN nlong Highway 13
to the vicinity of Tun Canh XT 758762 for Air extraction, The 1st Abn
Bde enraged in fiorco, Lrutal, fighting with an enomy reyiment in bunkers
along QL 13 und the plckup zono, Duc to tho hoavy fiphting and intonse
ground-to-nir firo dircctod tow:rds tho holicoplers, the piekup none had
to bo rolocatnl on two different oecnuiona evon thourh no piekup wis
mnde on the 10th and 20th Junc, due to heavy ground attucks aguinst the
1ot Adrbomne Bripade, LIC McConnell utilizod all the holicopter ussots

at his commard to assint in turning buck the enemy attacka., ‘Throuphout
thean two uys LIC McConnell flow frow ocarly mornine to late evening in
his C.C, coorldiunling airgtrikon, artidlory firc, cobra atiiluoa and air
cavelry operutionn, Dburln;; thoac two dnya LTC McComioll contlnuoualy
dodped honvy sanll arag firo, 30 eal,, 50 enl, flro and the pew heat
nooklng GA=Y minslo ul low lavol flipsht to unguro proper coordination of
all nasecta, On tho 20Lh of June the anti=aircraflt firo was so lutenso
thnl two hellcoplter punnhips wera shot down within minutos by SA-7'a,
Throug hout this LTC McConnoll continued Lo stay on stntien, flving low
level to ussist in the search for the down craft, Undotcrred by.the
heavy firo LIC McConnell continued the search until both downed aircruft
woro locatod and pround troops could bo gulded to thc alrcraft., On 21
June [/IC McConnoll, apnin [lying C., vecan the direction of th. sue-
cesnful oxtraction Lhe gt Alrbone 3rirade, Apgain the pickup zono was
ringol by larpo, delorminod euemy force, Daternined to acco: plish the
ninslon LTC McConncll, braving the cncmy continuous ilenvy prouid to air
fira, kopt his helicopter over the pickup zone coordinatiing the con-
tinuous alrstrikes, helicopter gunshlps artillery and air cavalry to
sunnrcas the enemy fire, Asain two more gunships were shot Jdown by the
34-7 missley end as before LIC lMeConnell exposcd his aircruft to the
heuvy fire to direct the successful air rescue of the downcd crowmenpvers,
Tnrougnout the rcmainder cf the day as the air extracticn continued LTC
VcConnell repeatedly exrosed his aircraft to insure the successful air
exitraction, L7C iicCornnell's efforts and bravery were heavily responsible
for the grceat success of the air extraction and the hcavy amount of cas-
ualities tre eremy suffered, There were 96 enermy killed during the three
duy of fignting with 32 enemy killed by air support of all types and two
POW's including nn enemy company corzwander, LTC 'CConnell's reneanted
acts of brevery of the 1Gth, 2J0th Junc and especially the 21st of June,
wvere un inspiration to all who served with him, FHis fellow aviators,

‘inspired by tris examplc of daring bravery, leadership and determina-

tion to accomplish the miasion, nguin il apain flow into the hcuvy enony
fire to succosafully complete the oxtraction of thc 1st Adirbono firipade,

CLAREWCE L, DONALDSON
Dep Sr Adv
. 15t Abn Bde (ARVN)
£»' 1
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B0, houEe, = ,CG: 2 8-3 wi]l rescue perscnnel fran Mui Ba Dinh DCO-A, D/ 229:
' Rankera will rescue cornish 67 fram Cat lo brigade, C01/21, F/9 Cav -
_ ‘gi-_:u ‘ARVN fran Bu Dop to Song Be. ' :

AgTpoditite’-checking with LOH after CBU.

‘-‘fDGO-l‘ Iﬂi received GAF vicinity of IT7297, unk da.m. AH-lG ‘
’ et o D/229, s
e 3% ,75‘_ f' *-pﬁoo-va.»_- advisors at Cat Lo Bridge rescued by D/229 and 75th
"7 ¥ Rangers i *Critically wounded update to' follow,

% 31)5 bour -fuel at SB critical. TACE to G-3 TRAC. By nw 21,500 at -

' _;;-i”" 3.3,58 haﬁ‘i_ ’3-3 Ie].low flight bounced to TNE at 1142 for reenforcing NBD
" by oné RF: eanm, 1 CH-W ‘bounced W/Chemical people and MSN. To TNE.
e Vi1 hours ~ DCO-At LOH used for extraction at Cat Lo took 4 hits SA and

51 cal, - ‘Carried 3 U.S., .4 ARVN, pilot'and gunners total 9 people. Filot

" CPT Whitehead, Gunner SCT-Hatts.'

1235 hours - DCO-Us Fuel situstion critical at S.H. 6000 ral used between
41115 and 1225 must request resupply. 15,000 requested earlier not enough.
1255 hours - Yellow flight present at TNW. LOd checkmg out mount,ain, if
everything is OK will put in RF Co. - A ©
1310 hours - $-3: Pirst 1ift into NBD 1Z Green. First lift taking off,
last ship took fire UH-1H:‘dam pilot wounded.
1345 hours - DCO-As Sitrep An loc; FAC putting in airstrikes. Destroyed
village XT 805765 with EST 4n BN. Now attacking }¥22mm rositions XT.719910.
1340 hours = ©/229: 3L4th Avn Bn received GAF vicinity Trung Hup XT 622315
gunships and medevac covering ship down unk upite aircraft at XT 6131,
1450 hours ~ 229th Avn: OCH-47 and C123's 'moving heavy equifirent report

- perscnnel will finish in 90 minutes.

! 1500 hours = DCO-A: " D/229 situation is 3 AH-1G and 1 LOH operational and

‘ needed for fire supportd

1531 hours - 5-3: LOH from G5 Pt received un.known # of SAF 8t Tul Ba Dinh.

1 hit, neg injuriesizath{i{ » v

1545 hours - Nui Ba'Dihh" “last llft. camplete; S0 replacemer;ts on mOuntain

will clear top of’ mountam B0 that wounded can be extracted and resupply

can go in. last 1iet rece;yed GAF.

1545 hours - DCO-A:?y F"31.(25 fe;lrcraft. complet,ely destroyed and bummg no need

to secure aircraft’®

1605 hours - ARTY ﬁﬁ:‘ 3/9 LOH down at XV 97;290 cause unk C—AF in area;

Pilot trapped in A/C; gunner wounded and trying to get pilot out DCO-A en~

route with gunships.

1625 hours - 1/21: #4411 Arty out of Ba Dop: Another home to move people

1627 hours - S-3: *“ZUH-IH and 1 AH-1G took hits on last 1lift into K3D. 1

UH-1H will have to be slung out. No replacement A/C required. Expect

canplete about 1800 3~500 VC reported SW of NBD.

1645 hours - DCO-A: Pilot of F/9 1OH KIA, going in W/Medevac now camplete

at 1700.

g 1705 hours - CH-47 enroute to b.H. from ©.B, landed on road due to mecha-

' nical difficulty. Continued flight W ‘Cobra “cover.

. 1800 hours - 5-3: In 30 minutes resupply an exacuation of NBD will begin.

1805 hours - 5-3: Going in after 6 U.S. wounded, 11 ARVN wounded. 7 U.S.
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£20 hmra 5-33 lat mede'vac going in taking fire all the way.
oM 7;1395 hours - DCO-.QS Song Be has 2 Ch-47's on the ground. One needs engine
’ bat.t.le damage, needs blade. POL has an air lock and

71900 tours = PbL:-cpen at Smg Be. Trying to fix CH-47's to fly out tonight.

* . Securdty being coordinated with Prov Chief.

" 1B4S hours = ‘5=3353M) U.S: and 11 ARVN wounded out of NBD.

.. 2130 hours = OOLJcnuz “Extraction from BV DOP: 1500 ARVXS, 2000 civilians,
6 X 105 HWS .2 X 155 ROWS. All remaining is same ARVN's wit.h their families
and a.bont 500 xmugurds :

. “

9 Apru 1972.

0555 hours - _H section F/79 skids up for lai Khe.
0605 hours « F/9 skids up for lai Khe :

0900 hours =~ DCO-Y: Ramov: U.S. equipment from S.B, Airficld and back haul
17 1b rockets and heat rockets.

1215 hours - F/9: At XT 721863 engaged possible regiment HQ, nurerous se-
condary c.xpd.

1225 hours - F/9: UH-1H down XT 7187, F/79 AFA section conduct VR to “check
situstion received intense GAF SA; UH-1H is VNAF.
1315 hours - D/229: XT 993567 Large nunber of people, tank tracks, possible
camoflagued vehicle, FI reports much traffic moving §.. RASE 5 @ 3 FOX 4's
supported BDA.10Q% of ordinance on target. :

- ¢ N L
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; ‘ 1630 hours - 22%th POL ahd rearz people e;;t*acted from S.B. Ail heat roc-
: kets have been extracted fram 5.B. Still remaining are 13630 .1‘17 v rockets,
H 912 aircreft flares.

1850 hours - F/9: 1745H XT 087818 3 X UH-1% took heavy 51 cal fire from
Tinh Ngon campound whileion short final to pad neg hits or casualties.

10 April 1972: '

- - ;- Py

0420 hours - C/S¢ TRAC recuesting on Air Cav,Troop to VR road N of Chon
Thanh to An loc. Contact 5th ARVK Div and 5th ABYN Bn. Troop is to stay
south of the 80 E-W grid lme DCO-A to meet T3AC C/S at plantation for

a mission briefing.

0925 hours - DCO—A;"Inst.ruct F/9 to stage out of lai Khe they are to rept
te 5th ARVN TOC for-'update and walt for DCO-A.

0958 hours - D/229:¢:BDA of YT 051236 reveals extersive turnel ccmple.x One
20" X 15' bunker uncovered,: EST recent use by 50-60 rpeople.

1015 hours - DCO-A;@Havb £/9'meet me ‘on’ the strip at Lai Kne. S-3 will
have mission of resitp Iying barriér and cormo material to N2D using TRAC
CH-47 and should contact G-4 TRAC verify pesition of downed VNAF UH-1H
yesterday and advise DCO-A prior to passine info to TRAC. Pass to Avn Bn

# 'nll aviators monitor- guard at all times."

. 1140 hours - F/9: . Taking GAF, 51 cal,’at XT762713. Confimed location

of downed VNAF UH-lH at XT 765715.

1220 hours = D/229: YT 034263, tracks of possible eremy squad moving into
woods to east with pos. Rendevous spot at YT 032258 with additionsl pos- _
sible tracks of 14 indiv moving S at YT 022267 50 fighting positions ail
destroyed but recently rebuilt. Recent activity. Arty being employed.
Spot sighted at 1030. Passed to S-3 at 1220. Arty shot this area at night,
airstrikes went into YT 051236 at 0815.
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5 hour. -.*ﬂ/229: m of airet.rike at YT 051236 destroyed L'l 15t X 20!
erp with funnels going out to 20 to 30 feet, € - 8 fighting .positions
mer&xl el f lr.lth tin roots in the area, 200 I of trench around

. lhipo from yellou flight bounced to Ta,r Ninh to pick
’ l@ut Lor ¥/9 Cav at Lai Khe,
MD-A's helicopter hes bee-x hit and DCC-A wounded,

11 Lpril 1972 § ‘ ~
20 hourc a-n/229 ﬁAF at YI 063206 high bird engwred with orp?nics with

mk results.” Arty to be employed,

0725 houra - D/229 LoH 1n item 4. Spottad 3 individuals on edpe of bomb

/crater,

" 0830; hours - Iate 'Ent.ry. UH-'!H from Mod Company received 51 cu ] GAF-vic

“XT 7953 ;]nt.e tine proup 101630,

0900 hours - TAC:  D/279 tusked Lo po Lo By Rinh west, qos] work for., 2’»Lh

ARVN W/mzn to find 271 NVA Regt und 24th VA kept, .’cn conp at 09130,

- 1050 hours - F/79 AFA: Yellow flight and Blue Max took 20 - 25 rds SA/GAF

: at YT 033265, 'Eng w/organice, Artillery to be employed VR being sed up’

¢ by S-2 to .cover XT 033285 and XT 0682G¢,

X 1100 hours - CG: F/9 Cev LOH at X 6£67 spocted foorprints estimated 100
individuals in possible staging ezrea usir ".uralls. LO¥ F/G spotted fresh
cuttings at XT 615745 EST 10 ind in the lcst 24 houks at XT 73€8 F/9 Cobras

engaging tank,
1250 hours - F/9 57=: rr at XT 77e822, * ° bt .
1300 hours ~ Iter 12 tank daraced, ‘ ot Lo
1335 hours - DCO-A: -1st 1ift off from D-us Tieng to An Loc, ..
1355 howrs - DCO-A: 1sk 1lift from Dau Teng is at An loc: Took.indirect
fire from 82mm and 105m%, 1 bird hit will check at Jaw Teng., .
1415 hours - DCO-A: See item 20, One bird hii;. nll‘OI‘ da:-ar-e, flyable 2nd
1ift enroute to An Loc, ' v 7
1410 hours - F/9 LKC: Yedevaf enrcute to L.K, to n;eet DCO-L qutoff with
DCC-A enrcute to 24th Evac,
1440 hours - ARTY LNC: DCO-A's A/C was at 1500' vic XT 7272 waen it re-
ceived 10 - 15 rds of GAF, DTCO-A Lit betiwsen elbow and x.."‘lst Mey lose
forearm below the wound, DCO-4 now in omr.:r.1n~ rcem, " )
15.% hours - CG: AC-130 engaring possiliiz 51 c& (1 site at ZT 776 722 Bda
of GVN site by F/9Q reveals pcs=1‘*le £1 cal pesiticn, pleces of bedy, Air-
strikes going into area, ’
1620 hours ~ TRAC: Provide 2 cobras tc previde cover landing of 2 — 8 ARVN
at An Loc, F/9 covering ETA vic &n oo 1700%,
1630 hours - 1/7 Cev: Ce: complete to XT ©393¢5 LZ greer,
. 1450 khours ~ DCO-A: 2nd 1ift in at =#n loc received nc indirect fire but did
‘recelve 51 cal GAF conming out at XT 732844, T/7 Colras (24 section enpeged
eré possibly reci " n bit F/79 Serpent crachel 2t La2i RKhe but both pilots
got out, One had been shot ard MEDEVASTD, Arother YDLVAC bounced to
operation),
1515 hours .- F/9 &t XT 703915 spotted 82z and 1057 beirng camouflaged,
also company of”troops, Fox 4's on the way, LO: took GAF no hits,
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2 1000 hoges:; %11‘-0 ‘Plight lifted off, L ships enroute to Dau Tg.

et 1625 hours ®'{ ‘ddditional aircraft enroute to Dau Tieng. ;
535 hohird: ¥ L6: Yallow Flight is at An loc with 3rd 1ift, Red Flight in at ‘.

~ohtigt1638. :Spectre fire suppressed. »
-1700_pours & v AL AT 691955 F/9 found 1 tank in brush, type unknowne At XT ' o
‘?“"6””2 obperyed 1 APC moving into brush area. 'AH=1G took fire, UNK number H
1 -"&’ 23k cq"t ‘lOthé&?aé\ 'g.nd Spectre on start'to engage targets, Neg hits, 0
m dmse ,-,,"03..‘;,*,,< T /- )
*1755 hours’ -'Yellou\?iight is at An Loc with Ath lift. . g

1755 houm - F/9 Reported ;2. rocket sites firing from XT 702L28. Cox
1! _ inte AnYioe camplete.
£.11800 houra - F/9°,, { '89'9997 howitzer firing fram firebase.

'1820 nours — F/9: ¥7°902628, 17504 observed Ok X 1227m rockets being fired -
8ng W, organi.ea, UNK "results.

** 1830 hours - TRAC 0-3. XT 7663 ARVN ABA in hvy contact; rec.122mm rockets,
lost 2 tanks, neea Hips. Gunships to go to ald frcxn An loc.

1920 hours - F/9: AT 7680697, 190Q;1 Fink Tcam spotted numcrous 51 cal and
23mm AAs positions. Took intense OAF at hSOO' and 6000',

W e cat s

. e R
12 April 1972~"

0900 hours - 22%th: First lift in at An loc. ¥aj Davigson plckec up and
delivered to Red Carpet Fad.

1030 hours = D/229th: Cobra took UNK nurber, or GAF at XT 783935. Neg hits.
Air strike conducted with UNK results.

1050 hours - TRAC: F/79 heavy section bounced from Lai Xhe to XT 3475 to
support 8th ARVN ABN Bn in contact. . - "
1115 hours - DCO-A: 3 X F/79 Cobras are OFCON to D/229 C
1135 hours - TRAC: Request NAX to escort I’:LDFVAC to ¥S 565680 msn complete

at 14204, e

1235 hours = TRAC: F/79 AFA section suppcrtins or,her T:J.e:rents of ARVN ABN in

contact at XT 764668, . . -

1750 hours = D/229: Spotted one man running in open a*ea, ergaged by Cobra

UMK results.

2230 hours - 5-2s F/79, YS 6168, YS 6267, while in support of USARV individual .
training group (UITG) contact, engaged unknown size in force. 03 X UTIG .
killed, 14 UTIG wounded 4 In KTA. , .

2300 hours = Nighthawk airborne.
2325 hours = YT 05542053 I0S spotted iights on headirg of 0547 ¥ils, distance
5890 meters. Arty to fire in area. Nighthawk will check.

-

*13 April 1972: ‘ .

0655 hours = TRAC: Need imzrecnate ass:.stan\,e in An loc. Leguest 1 Cav Trp
and 1 heavyfire team ASAP. Heavy contdct S¥ “of An Loc. FAC reports heavy AA
on 51 cal and 23m type. Skids up D/229, F/79 at O7L5

itk s
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jix;T'6L1706 Pink Team spotted 2 trucks. Received GAF
-organies, 2 trucks destroyed. :
N -.63 3729 spotted individual running into treeline carry-
D ged w organic, res UNK.

rbcket statuss lassiter 496: lai Khe 2?8 long Thanh 118

delivercd tannrrow i
1350 hours ~ IRAC!ﬁRe ugst yunshlp section to escort Long Blnh Dustoff in
3\,;;Phouc Ny Provind®. Approved.

571415 hours -~ . 2/8 Cav. 6 bunkers discovered during extraction at YS 279999
3'Cobra engaged and blew top off bunkers and started papers burning.

"~ 1440 hoyrs = DCO-A: Bounce hcavy section of F/79 to lLai Khe to support TRAC
- '4520 hours = TRAC: Request all puns we can send to An loc, We sent one lipght
‘fire team at 1525H with another ship to follow when it cames out of mainten-

- “ance. 2nd light section bounced at 1550, Red Flipht with 75th Ranpers bounced
“at 15500, N Americans at snccer field in An Loc prepared for snatch opera-

tion.
1615 hours = 5~3: 1 heavy MAX section now supportlng Rargers. 1 section ‘cover~
ing insertion of 32nd ARVN Regt. D/229 has expended in X part of An Loc,
now on strip alert at iei Khe. Rangers on alert at Lzi Khe,
1815 hours ~ 1/7: E Recon, XT 945335, while setting up ambush, flank security
sighted 5 individuals: engaged w SA and AW 2 Cobras of F/9 supported and
-2 Cobras F/79 supported. Results 1 wIA taken to 2Lth EVAC 1 ¥-79 CIA.
! ) P

'8 el

14 Amil 1972: - . o

. .

0715 hours - TRAC: Reqdbst we bounce Cav Troop to work dBSlgnntEd boxes
{D/229). Heavy flre team (F/79) to report ;o An ;oc and ,work, for Tunnel

104

0730 hours - TRAC: Request gun cover for Dustoff (long Blnh) in “houc Ny
Province. Skids up at O740H.

0730 hours = D/229: Skids up for ilai Khe. Arrived at 0750.

0845 hours - TAAC: Request another heavy sectlon of guns to Le1 Kne. Skids

up at 09104.

1010 hours - DCO-A: Cav assets in An Loc¢ area wWill be used mosily as a VR

and support role until 1105H when they will support VN*F aimcbile operat
around Quan loi.

1045 hours = DCG TRAC: An Loc; In elements to E, SE of town. Enemy still holds
northern most parts of EW¥ street of town. Reports-.-of tanks to the W uncomfirm-
ed, situation looks good. GAF from NW part of town and Cuan Loi Airfield.
1100 hours = DCO-A: Received GAF fram 51 cal at XT 779805, neg hits.

* 1320 hours - D/229: Pink Tear took several bursts of GAF fram XT 673968, XT
682963. Cobra engaged with UNK results.

1340 hours - S-3 CA of recon 2/8; recon 1/12.

.
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| 14t off Chon Thanh to Lai Khe VNAF Gaggle 12 is
\dth 4 gunships.
[ t7Qf ARVNS into LZ. No contact yet.

-, Jﬁ‘v

B.t8am 72 inserted YT 027234 LZ Green.

e ot reles ;gzmkwﬁg

“houps w 8-3: Fink Teams are looking for amor. 3 ¥AX (F/79) guns are in . Y
pport af 8 ARVN ABK Bn. In contagt since insertion. : .':}i
1710 hours = 5-31 AT 772829 DCO-5's bird received GAF, UNK number of raunds "
30 cal, neg hits. ¢ ' . o
4720 hours -~ TRAC G-33 Send 1 hecavy MAX section to An loc area. 1st Cav S-3 fi
‘'will coordinate with TRAC because all our assets are committed.

1730 hours = D/229: XT 745969, 17104 Fink Team saw 5 people in open, fired
and got aeccnhxy o.xplosion. P.T. received UNK number of GAF at 2000* 120 kts

.} neg hit.s. {

1845 hours = F/9: YT 0788 15D N of Dong Xoi on VR YT 072909, 1810H UNK number

of footprints posaible lopgers. YT 070840 1BLY civ trucks with LO people in .
civilian clothes with lors. '
1855 hourd = S5=3: flelease Yollow Flipht L

1405 hours = TRAC G-3: FProvidc pun coverape for MEDIVAC of 2 AEN advisors at

XT 805868. Will provide fram ships at An loc srea.

2130 hours - F/79: XT 775905 destroyed 1 X 75ma RR. XT 811899, 13304‘destroyed
13 X NAD 5§ ton trucks. In An loc dest f tank at 150CH. Confirmed by FAC. XT
995276 dest 06 X UNK size bunker at 1030H.

15 April 1972: L. A . .
. , , L

0255 hours - TRAC: F/9 to stage from lai Kne.'Béprepared to derert B.H. et

07004 and to engage enemy armor vehicles, oonduct VR in .designated bo.xes. '

F/79 to be on standby (3Qm.n) starting at O&30CKH. Be prep.red to engage’

armor vehicles, _

0520 hours = TRAC: Since approx O4LOH An log hagd been under’ heav;,r ground

attack fr S-SE and taking incaming. Bounce KFT of F/79 AFA-ASAF w/nails.

Weather at An Loc is bad. All families of fighters cannot pperate.

Marginal weather for heiicopter. Put F/9 on alert to depart 1st light.

Fire skids up at 0520, 2nd teanm at 0550H. Notified TRAC to make sure

L K fuel and amno points are open F/79 ships are uerpent.a 25, 33, 12, 2.

0625 hours - F/79 has § ships at An ioc. Serpevt 26 was'#5 our zssets

5 MAX birds for our AO. )

0730 hours - TRAC: Reports 23mm AA E of An Lloc. FAC's report 37mm tut no

location.

0815 hours - TRAC: Requested F/9 to be bounced to work VR boxes. Skids up

et OE25H. Our representation at An loc will conirol our essets. Approx 1000K

the rest of the 8th ARVN ABN Bn mey airlift into An loc. May need MAX to

engage GAF. '

VG40 hours - TRAC: LTC Fuloyer wanted messapge passed to DCO-A that An loc )

requested gunships support to protect TOC. Tanks 50Cu fr the TOC. TRAC CG

aays Cav Troop to be used to find AA gositioens for FAC.

1035 hours ~ TRAC: Troop concentrations znd 10 tenks in box at XT 735891;,

731385, 721905, and 716897 requesting arclights. |

1050 hours - DCO-A: Reports no 23=m or 37=n AA fire E of An 1oc at this time

but great deal of 51 cal GAF.

1135 hours = Msg fr Gen Hamlet: Get 4LOO heat rockets to 1X ASAF.

(%)
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1550 hours - DCO—L: ﬂlt ‘1ift of ARVN ABN put in by VNAF

10 hours'= 000-4: ¥nd 1ift in progress.

3
; ;44220\9:1'! -‘ ~A took GAF at XT 7770 fraz 30 cal, neg hits.
Tt 4315, h?‘"; CO~A: GAF st XT 755865. 30 cal neg hits.

1326 hours Emger XOI D:'O Team 71 in contsct at YT 031232 MEDEVAC F/19,
D/229 in’ uupport. fef e g .

114,20 hours .~ DCO=4 nceived GAF.SA at XT 785835 neg hits.
- 1440 hours - TRAL: Sitoation critical an perimeter all sidgs. AL penetrated

in N. Regimental buildup in the W. ALl arty in AL is in hmds.- Not confirmed
ARVN scource, . .

1500 hours « “TRAC CG‘ At 1450 ten tanks were attscking AL. 9 were destroyed.
CG TRAC wante more air to destroy tanks before they get into the city. They
are in the city and t.he AVNS are dest,roy:.rg them there by clutterlnrv the
etreet, ¢ -

1525 hourg ~ F/9 Cav. Updatc took pround to air fire at followmr' pulde with

. no hits. t XT 80°aL1, T98R19. At XT 750040 All = 1G took 2 air burstt at £O0QY,

1635 hours = F/9s XT 75788), 12204 unknown numhier of AA sites, UNK Cal,

1640 hours = TMAC G-3: Update on AL, tanks are South and West of the city, but
East, South and West sides of the city are holding well. According to JAC.
Still preceiving same RR fire and mortar fire fram Southwest.

2310 hours = TRAC G-3: Mission tanorrow is to prepare to execute an order to
1) Send 1 hvy fire team to arrive AL by first lignt. 2) Send 1 Cav Trp to
arrive AL area at first light. Additioral guidance from 1st Cav 5-3 ALL
Gunships should have at least 50% heat rockets.

. . PY .
‘ 4 . ’
] [Y . 13,

16 April 1972 . e

. 0845 hours - TRAC: Sénd Gav Trp and heavy fire team to Lzi Khe. Cav Trp will

recon for arty and AA weapons. HFT will support &s required arnd will support
insertion of 81st Ranger Bn ETA 0920. F/79 up 0850H, F/9 up at 0854H. ETA 09204.
1040 hours ~ F/79: Request 1 HFT sent to iK.' = o e

1050 hours - DCO-A: long Binh Dustoff took ind out cf.vio XT’'7325. tirborne
advisors 1§ or 20 individuals. .

7120 hours - Binh Duong: At Tan Bien and Ten hq.n~ viilazes 2 cutposts received
ettack by fire and small amms. Road blocked at XT 859415, Carpzny to NE killed
1 ereny and is stiil in contact NE of Birh My.. Cc*nound at Song be received

20 X 82mm mortar fire at O70CH. § WIA. VC blew culvert or NL1A vic XT 8231,
culvert repaired, est 100 VC vic of contact, request gunship eection surport
if available, 5th ARVN Div reports possible tenks vic XT 90L9. S-3 sending
Furple D/229.

1145 hours - TRAC TOC: U.S. to control airstriKes N of 8C E-W line, VNAF to

S 1250-1600H VNAF will also control to E of 78 N-3 line until insertion of
§1st Rgr Bn, 1is camnplete.

1220 hours = DCO-A: Enroute to AL for }MEDEVAC of wounded US airborne advisor.
1240 hours = D/229: Furple Team supporting ED Province |  been relieved.
Aegative findings other than normal everydny “activity.

1245 hours - S-2: Dustoff reported down S o AL, XT 803852. D/229: Furple ™
reports large explosion vic LK. CG: LK received scveral rds incaning around
POL, Rearm and Kook Pad. One round in rubber to N of Ch-47 pad caused a

lgrge secondary explosion vic XT 755384, 1255H gnother lerge explosmn and 5
-10 Smoke colurns vic Re-arm points. ARVK erty cump was hit.

(10)
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wounded US advisors and ARVNS frac AL.
¢ Shift Re-Arm/Refuel oms to Bien Hoa. Make arrangements

m;zr wis

\to ~opan Ré-&m fuel point at Song Be tomorrow rrom:.ng, consider that VNAF
=::md 8/1 Cav 'will be using the airfield.

‘1505 ours ~ CG: LX FOL and Re-Arm poinrt will not be used till tanorrOW.
1550 hours = 5-33 VNAF gunships down at approx XT 814797.

- 1600 hours - YT 042235, 1535H, OH6A rec'd 10-15 rds SA, also fire fram M-79
while flying-at 100 knots and 100!'. Enpaz=d with minipun and AChm, also took
small arms fire while putting in suppressive fire. Nepative hits on aircraft,
_ UNK enemy losses, Arty fired 30 X 105mm HE rds, on site. .

1645 houra - 'I'RAC ‘I'OC 5th ABN Bn reports Q1 ARV KIA, O4x hvy xrachine guns

S CIA. .

1710 hours - DCO-A F/79 AFA mission release 16404, F/9 Cav mission release

© 1700lf. TRAC will pass missions for tanorrow later tonipght.

17 April 1972: .
. R ,

0110 hours = 229: There are 300-400 heat rockets at lai Khe in good condition.

0805 hours = TRAC TOC: Rocket attack at AL care from North and Vest.

0805 hours - TRAC: IX ream repol facilities reopened. ,

0805 hours = RASH FAC: Roadblock at XT 891413 madé 4 trees and brush.

0930 hours = TRAC: XU 730035, OLx 105m how bemg touad by tmcks, engaged by

‘Spectre and Tac Air, destroyed.

1000 hours - CG: Do not establish re-arm and re-pol i‘ac.;ht ‘es at Song Be.

AL update, L ARVN ABN Bns in An loc. 10%mtewill be ..n°er-t,e, today. Forces in

AL will be working out to the South, Southeast, and Southwest of the city.

1015 hours - S-2 Update'on Iten 02: O1 en FIA found by PT D/229, Individual

carrying 3 empty AK-L7 mags in vest. e,

1210 hours - DCO-A: XT 610922 F/9 Cav found fbrlage with recert foot and

vehicular traffic. Bridge engaged 1/3 destroyed. TAD air being called in.

1605 hours - TRAC: F/9 Cav and HMFT fram ;/79 relcased by T24C.

1615 hours - TRAC: An loc situation stable, same contacts by airborn€ at

edge of city.

1700 hours -~ TRAC G-3: Be prepared to exn*act O’w tnericdzns fram CID3 canmpound

Xuyen Yoc TS 6568.

1740 hours - TRAC G-3: Froceed with mission (item L9) ASUD send heavy MAX

section, 2 lift birds and LO{ as C&C. 5-3 will be mission commender: Fission

will stage from Doun Hi, Y5 4355. Picked up O’~ poople- at 1915 ‘People were

dropped off at long Hai, at 1935H. - - . ,

2000 hours - F/9: Twin 51 cal site at XT 7258‘70 o .

. 2120 hours = TRAC G-3: Kission frar TRAC for 1 Cav Trp to VR same area they

were in late this afternoon. Exact VR boxes to foilow early tomorrow morning.

1 HFT to go to AL area, all tirds ready to go at 0600i. ilste Entry S-2:

F/79 #H-1G, YT 014270 took 15-30 rounds S4E flying at 1500' and 120 knots.

Neg hits, engaged with organics with UNK results. .

-
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roeket att.aEk and fire fran tanks. Tne WA ‘s extrc:nely tad. Send HFT of

; 7.?[]9 to’ 141 ‘Khe to'standby. WX is-scattered clouds with 1030'. lai Khe

.....

g ";-'i*"&m and’ re-p01 Wwas open. TRAC said £t would be open by U700, Pilots v

will report to Sth DCAT at iai Kne. They will bounce, them. from “thore.

0915 bours = ARTY INO: Skids up on HFT to iK.
- O740 hours = TRAC: Arc lights AL 1205 centers of mass many ard varied. »
" O74L5 hours - TRAC: VR boxes for F/9 Cav becx-various coordinates. :

0830 hours -~ TRAC G-3: Change in mission for F/9 Cav. They are to VR to

- the West and SW of AL in the rocket and mortar belts for firing sites, TRP

"+ to be'used a8 discussed between TRAC CG and F/9 Cav. Received chan[’cs in

VR baxes.

0855 hours = S-2¢ WX rpt AL 7/65 cloud cover and 1500 C(:ilin['.. F/9 will
procced to An loc to see if VR is possilile under present conditiony.
0910 hwurs - F/79 AFAt (late rcport) 1714004 Al cneaped 07 trucks at XT
778818, 02 trucks destroyed, 03 trucks damaped, unknown number of bodles

on road. Numerous secandary explosions frai trucks. .

0915 hours = TRAC TUC TO DCG TRAC: SA 5th ARVN Div Msg: “"Zmergency, emergency
1,2,3,4, C ration boxes. Eyeball contact need ASAF, paralleling AKVN reguest.

DCG, TRAC: Miller is reguesting 4 Arc Light stri}fes

1040 hours = CG: F/79 may be required to support C-130 resup“ly at ‘An Loc this

afternoon. Confirped 51 cal positions are in nrest tide of An loc. lsst night

An ioc hospithl hit by fire LO KIA 8th ABN'Br 12 KIA 4O WI.. Buepect 105-155
position at XT 76754l and XT 69892L, susrect 51 cal psn et AT 784895, troop,

trucks.using 5 bridges in box XT 6696-6657=709£=7C97.

1225 hours = DCG TRAC: At LT 84759C discovered 2 An,'s' I‘/9 Cav - creckmg out

area; APC's had already'been destroyed. -

1230 hours - F/9: C~130 on fire, losing zitituide. N cf. Lai Kne, c*'ashed vic

XT 68’}390 7 crew menbers picked up by F/9 O taken to 3rd- fle.t.d oy C&C and
LH F/9

1450 hours = F/9: Took URK number GAF at UZ -1 loc C'.L u-130 Al 6“7390

1500 hours - TRAC: Request we send a hezvy Firk Tezn with &+C fram D/225

to XT 526504 to check VRS rerort of regrmtgl CF.

1645 hours = TR4C G-3: VB S of the Michelin p.h:"tath"l ‘to river for avenues
of enemy approzch, also E of river. Also "a\c guns renaill on stzilon until
C-130 re-supply goes into An ioc. Lift TSN approx 163CH.

1730 hours = DCO-A: XT 520503 Pink Team sizhied 15-20 burkers used in the
lzst 15 minutes. Fots and pans all over. XT 528563 sizhted impressions of
track vehocles moving S apprax 6-12 hours zgc.

1800 hours = 1700H F/9 Fink Teanm sighted an arez where approx 12 tanks

. turned and hac possible KDF; 20 6' x 4' bunkers Witx wood CH cover., Treck
vehicles ~ pressions moving on to 14' wide trzil going S@ to poss.ble 2nd

NDP gt XT 591647 with 6 positions.

] L4
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‘53":&:8 mAC Bounce Cav Troops and HFT. Cav Troop is to VR N of Minh

jﬂ"hn Bmiber U of An.ioc Rubber and E of river. Contect Black Jack 15 on F
T M tor! more camplete. briefing. HFT will be brlei‘ed by B J. 15. Skids up

‘:;ﬁ'"»ror‘m ‘at 08500 ¢'J-s.~l !.,

}';
1125 hasrs’ = R 5@ %1308 Ranger Tn 26 spotted 25 ind'to the W of

- " their positions’ carrying .rocket pods at 1110H hvy Pink Téamn and AFA engaged
o enemy-hi/'l C+C wad"'overhead..

1720 hours .~ DCO-M&«F 2 ?;.ssloh felease F/79 release upon ccmplet.:.on of present

Wiz

_'23 April 1972: L

Cedf v ‘..
fA T, “

T_OC3O hours - mkMﬁﬁ‘m TET to An loc at this time. HET ukids up at-0729,
“May require another HFT lator.

0730 hours - F/9 Cav: Skids up for lai Khe at-0730; had no pcmlssmn to

.

“bounce. . .

0915 hours - F/79 AFA vork:.ng for Tunnel 10 over An ioc. F/9 will VR to the
Nvi of An loc. Ceiling closing in at An ioc.

0930 hours = Situation at An loc; ceiling glosing in. Only A-1 aircraft can
work. Ground attack fram SW still in progress, no'méw'or ‘threat.. Sporsdic
contact around the rest of the city.

1015 hours = DCO-A: F/9 returning to lai‘KFe due* to we«t ez, F/79 AFA still
working city. TRAC: A1l quiet at Dau Tieng. ’

1120 hours - ACC: Weather bad at An loc. F/9 Cav had f)eer. \,fm:v to the N\,

NE, and N« of city but forced back due to weather. }/77 ATL working to 't.he
South of the city betweeén weather btreaks but now eanrcute to izl Khe on a hold.
1310 hours - F/9: 1245 at XT 698381 found destroyed tark, and ,several trails
showving heavy recent use in alii directionsj %T 675795 fourd and’ destroyed

1 camouflaged truck carrying PoL. -

1330 hours - F/9 continues VR to N and N of An Loc; F/7G AFA supporting 5th
Division S of An ioc. ‘ '

1400 hours = 1310 hour F/9 Cav spotted 12" hizh steed trail, hard packed: neg
recent use. At 1315 F/9 UH~1H to SAGAF &t 3000°, ‘80 dts' neg hits.

1535 hours - F/G Cav at XT 762397, OHéA Yo 9:rds SA GAF, neg hits at 1425,
AT 724973 found 3x105mm How. Destroyed at 13510H.

1650 hours « DCO-A: Fourd carpourd with 2x105ar How et X7 64367C; appear
unoccupied.

1705 hours - At 1610H F/9 found 1 destroycd AFC at- XT ROLSGEZ.

1740 hours - F/9 Cev mission relezse at 17C0. F/79 to be released at 1755.
1750 hours - AAE: 16004 GS Flatocn, Lift Bank A/C recd GAT at =T 7656L5. 1
‘1 hit in main rotor blade. 30 cal, 45C0' 80 knots. Neg hits.

.

Pl o«

2L April 1972:

14,20 hours - TRAC: Request EFT to go to An loc and work for Tunnel 10A

on fire mission. F/79 AFA skids up at 1435H. Recuestec r/9 to VR X of
Quan ioi. Skids up at 1440, An Loc weather cciling L5C0'. air working.
1425 hours = TRAC: F/9 mission changed to VR I+ of i loc.

1605 hours = -CG through 229 ops wants HFT fo rerort to An -cc. Skids up
at 1615,

(11-.)
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§/9 Cav. 1 720973, found 1. clvn.l.m.n truck along highway, neg
place. .

bure!="TRAC G-3: Need 1 heavy section of MAX to remain in An loc area
f0:supportiin N part of city. :
'3’_830 hoyrs:=. F/9 Cav found a bridge at:XT 609424 at 171CH had been used by

_-,track and ﬂheeled Vehicles last 24 hours. Will be engaged by TAu Air.

. 0610 hours = ARTY: Skids up HFT F/79. Was also on weather hold.
- 0620 hours = D/229: Skids up at this timc.

0815 hours - TRAC: Update on An ioc: As of G730 receiving srporadic incoming
. No pround contact. Dau Tienpg = 288 RF Company had pround contact to S¥

list night. Not oonou.x. D/27°Y Cav in Vit box #1. F/79 arty on nt,.xt.kon over
An Wwe,

0930 houra . 'IRAC 'I‘CE l’iller reports small pénetration to the West on perlmet.er

¢.

1010 hOurs - CG 'IRAC An loc sporadic attacks by fire. Flatoon penerat,xon

inside perimeter road (see item 15). Spect.e engagmg. 75% of‘ re-supply

dropped last night recovered.

1015 hours - DCG TRAC: An loc recelvu'g heavy :Lr.ccning at this time:

1100 hours =°*DCO-A: D/229 working Box Z - /79 returning to An Loc. Heevy

section F/79 be prepared at 1300 to suppdrt 14 f§ into An ~‘:. 'D/2<9 Cav

will VR prior to heavy lift. :

1140 hours - TRAC: Trung lap, XT 6C22 repos»ts 300 e..e:'y at,t.,ackmg frgn North

. Enery is in hamlets among peopJ.e, setting up AA wearons. VNAT supporting.

1149 hours - TRAC: 3/1 (av provide fire tezm to escort &—K-SL, 1L00 hrs.

Report lai Khe 1300H. P

1245 hours - DCG TxAC: Bn of 101st NVA regrcft “in"1.0r 2 ha:xle..s of Trung lap
. 3 cazpany of RF group moving into actior. mnow. 2/43 A2VN Pn also moving to

make contact. Road block at XT 568171. 2 ¥ campanies frem Trung lap moving

toward there now. 1 RF campeny froz Cu Chi headed for roadblock. Squad of

5th armored regiment and 2 infentry canpenies in reserve at this time,

1650 hours = TRAC G-3: Insertion of dozer ty C~-5L complete to AT 781741, our

heavy fire team is released. '

1735 hours = AAE: Received through D/229. Need 1 additionsl heavy fire team

in the An loc area. ' ’

1800 hours - TRAC: Requested section of guns to support D.stofi of Arnerican

advisor North of Chon Thanh coordinated-iT 76G780, -Sxids up at 1805,

2155 hours - TRAC G-3: lMission for 25 Aprii: 1) launch e Cav Trp at 08004 to

.80 to lai Khe. 2) 1 heavy fire team to arrive in loc C6003.

26 April 1972:

P 4

0630 hours = TRAC: An Loc SITREP: 5th ABN received heavy inconing at this time
« Bth ABN receiving a ground attack. Spectre is engaging terks at XT 668850,

(15)

"h&. ”"‘ ‘CG: ARVK. insert.ion cczplete av this tfme. 2 UH~11 shut down on o

SRy he {79;:-:1"1@ relegse.
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e L" J:eiling, broken and overcast, v:.ability 10 miles,
Dy ,“!RACz‘aaquested D/229 Cav bounce to lal Khe to be briefed by
2 L. g% .'_.15 on_miseion. Skids up 0910.
%714 furs !s ‘DCO-A., Bounce light fire team fram F/79 to lai Khe. Skids up
il R
1115- hon;‘a “--;ICC. D/229 located C-130 crash site (see item 7) at XT 703865.

' 1530 ‘hours '~ MMAC: Prom 5th ARVN radio. intercepts. To be pttacked on 5th and
' 8th ABN by an UNK unit and another UNK unit to block a retreaX by ARVN. 164

% 17NVA Regfment %o attack UNK units of 2151 ARVN Div. 2715t NVA megiment to

Ny - attack UNK \mlt after radios are repaired. Tanks and troops massing at loc
i . Ninh to attack from the West of An loc. Dau Ticng and Trung lap quiet.

‘ 1620 hours TRAC G-3:.CA of 1 Airborne and | arty btry cmplct.e. at 1530

4 " 1630-hours - ACC: Received throuph l\bb 1/229 Cav Trp standing by at lai
"Xne, 1 fire team working out. 1 fire toum standing by.

* _ 1095 hours = Blen Hoa Scetor: VRAF repurts that 20 VC arce ot YT fRA143 with
Lo .5 X 122m rockets and 8 X 10%am rockets, 3 rating. llequest clearance for
airstrike. .Denied so that we could send a Fink Team.

§ . 2057 hours = S-2: Approx 120 enemy are at XT 628456, and 20 tenks at'XT °

878488 with intent to attack lai Khe. Sent D/229 to check it out. Apent
report date time group 232300, rating C-6. .

2130 hours - TRAC G-3: Missioam for 27 April, received, throurh S-3: Heavy
fire team on st.ation at An Loc at O60CH and Cav Trp to An Loc at lai Khe
for briefing “at O700H. In addition DCO-A wants a slick from the Cav Trp
to go with the HFT any time the Cav Trp is rot J,n the area,, u/229 will
coordinate with F/79 about this. .

- * . ' s

L R e i Ko 2 R N TINN

27 April 1972: . '

00L5 hours - TRAC: At the present time nure®ols tanks neve been sighted at
in loc. Request that F/79 AFA HFT hzve hezt rockets.when they arrive in the
morning. : . )

0L55 hours - ARTY: F/79 requested that D/22G chese ships sccampany them to
An ioc for Dustoff. Also that the section going to An wc dld not_have heat
rockets as required so they wiil send another Pr; at 053(H. Crese ships will
rerain with HFT vicinity An ioc. Chase s‘*m skids up at 054u . Serpent 23,
0535 hours = ARTY: Skids up for F/’]y EF7 witn heat rockete,

0630 hours - Dustoff camplete at in ioc. Skids up for L/229 for L:i ¥ne.
0810 hours - ARTY LNO: F/79 ATA engaged and destroye d 1% 51 AL VG at
C455H, XT 777874 (Seminole 12)

0820 hours = ACC: Tell 229 AH3 to send two Blacxhat,s to isi Khe. S-3 ORNS:
.blackhats are on the way in the maintenznce aircraft,

G910 hours - F/79 destroyed 1 & 51 cai AA gun, XT 7606885, 03555, Killed 3

enery.

0925 hours = TRAC: Situation at An loe is wvchdnged. Dau Tieng continuss
to receive irtermitient indirsct rire arc smzil ground attacks, and ground
probes. :

1130 hours - TRAC SITwZP: An loc did not receive ary incexing all morning.

R R R

w-Couthot ‘detdrmine -if there were any survivors due to thickness of rubber.
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i X C-130 resupply droxs Went in with no word on sucess. Dau "‘1en5 2
»ba).talim ot “enexy 7 km SE of Strcight Edge Woods. In conmtact with ARV
Ol‘“l- » ,"4‘". -

SRy Jwg{ra D/229 XT 6827L3 1 UNK type vehicle, No activity or South

: f‘lide 6Y:¥oad. North side has 2 tenk revetients, no recernt activity.

1225 hours — ALO: AA weapons reported YU 022031,40 (37mzj XT 72008800 (57m),

Co-XT 75108810, (23mm) .

‘1425 houre -~ .TRAC: S oI 'I‘ay Ninh 2 battauons of KVA (posslblv 2h regt) in
contact with ARVN forces. American advisors requesting airstrike. Have
confirmed 5 B2mm mortar posxtloqs, 3 Rk positions, 1 12Qun mortar position,
3 5§ cal M guns, vicinity XT 2339.

2015 hours = TRAC G-3: Kission for 23 irr: 1) lFT on station at An Loc 0600GiH.
- 2) Cav ‘frp at lai fhe for briei‘mg at G7C0H. -

28 April~1972:
0520 hours = MVL'Y_?I{ J nﬂ for l-//‘) AEA 1ET for An Luoc.

1610 hours = TRAC ¢ STMeEP An loce CLLSYH and nareim airstrikes dur:.ng day
have pexrmitted ABN and Ranger elements to extend perimever. Same progress is

" being made, particularly in Svw. 80 replaccments have been flown in and 57

ARVN WIA and 7 clvilians }IA evacuared. Sporadic AEF and lignt contact in the
SW continue. 8 ABN*rd 5 ABN Bns received ABF Ahls 'norn::;g.. Dau Tiengs 2-43

Inf Bn was in contact at 12004 w/unknow: sized enény force. Ber Cuat 1-49 Inf
and 2-49 Inf’continued in contact wlt.h est 2 KVA Bns. OL 13: 21cu Div continues
to make little progress K of Chon Thanh.” Hozd is rel.—n,.;v*ly elear S of Chen
Thanh. Resupply convoy rerains at saze .Louatlcn 5 ka,N o- Lai Kne,

1625 hours - XT 7,.9882 hvy fire team engszed 51 cx ti 6., Osserved 3 secondary
explosions. Confirmed by tunnell 10A (5th Div ndV-DuI‘) updcte 3 secondary
explosions believed to Be 82mm armo.

2230 hours - TRAC G-=3: VNission for 25 Apcil:.{1) Heavy.fire tear on station

at An Loc 0600 hours. (2) Cav Trp at lai Khe Tor triefing at U700 hours.

!
.- . ;- ¢

29 April 1972:

1030 hours - TRAC: APC spotted 2 m west of 18i'the. F/95h Cav checking now.
1140 hours = DCO~A: On QL 13 from 80 to 35 Z.. Zrid lives 300 to LOC people
r.oving N. They are grouped at A7 75085 Lt of the rucber processing plant.
S5-3 OPNS: TRAC has no information, on the ideniity. Abn Zns are at XT 775785
and XT 7797L3 and have rot moved. .

26.5 hours - TRAC G-3: Update or n Loc. Viecnamese UH-1H on resupply nis-
sion shot down appraximately XT 78.8i1l. 7 ¥km south of A loc on QL 13 et

.1515 hours. Road fram Chon Thanh to iai Fhe ncw open. 5 resupply drops
have been cornpleted tocay.

2000 hours - 5-2, F/79: Heavy section teck 37.m ground te air fire west of
An woc at 18L OH. At 4500 ft anc 110,knots« Tney rcczived & bursts of flack.
2105 hours - TRAC G-3: Nission for 30 azril: (1) Lzuncs Cav irp at 0730 to
go to lai Khe for briefing then to cheok Song Be corriicr. (2) Launch heavy
fire team et 0830 hours to lai Khe to stard by.

-
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{13 Launch 1 heavy fzre team
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.':'1 May_lgj'zg , y ' ‘ .

09[.5 hours -"{!EAC Pemrts cerfirmed 37rm AL ~urnoat XD 743cE6, :

+’1900 hom;p -‘LCC A11 berds left ILai Ihe % 1600 uf ver plcxing up several

Am {2 wﬁnﬂs!) et :m e, Recelved pround to uir fire from SW while o
: " ”W hitS; - Lo L
‘?310"6-38 .tﬂiasion for 2 May: 1) 1 Cav Trp Launch et 0900 -~ - ... o
;lor Id\nion .brie.fim. 2) prepare Lo Jx.«...c.. }'e.svy fire tc»"n at SR

) on ordc«r. vt c -

ns ouilleod

- L ]
BPRRTN FEPEINOE ST RS . e

.03, 12:6.20;" - - :
07250 hours -« F/'79 % __m,; yp on he.-v fire teum to &n loc %o support ,

t.he ni*-borne h‘igwseﬁg ‘anunCu. . ‘ -

w28 houra - TRAC?" s r_r‘ ¢ ct.nd Bncuher h cavy fire toar for bp Loe,  Skids up

Y240, i *

1050 huu!'a - 1AL -ﬁ';"f; "{ k;;“"‘"' SO AR I Ye enataet il 4w '/".‘I\'(‘.l sinee -

‘-”—'lon' Kau HOH"' TS ST A A7 E DR IS A :‘,H;.iun“,irl.'j, o )

1640 houre - ‘D001 "cuv, Fire tn“u R0 rede an) foom wloosice 1n Ini Xhe,

1710 Bours = ROO-A:-AC-119 shot down ut YT 633227, Pirk Teln .z/’ng‘“sum‘mrt-

ing, CG TRAG also oVerhead,

1735 hours - DCO—A:*“:P‘cr,g;, up 1 ind

% fviinl Seen ouned 25-119 et Fire Jase
: R

i Tun Lee Chen west ¥P™¥ Lde. Iniiviluwd
M :

4

%

;

!

!

!

Al

NN
USaF culistel mun who reported

that kig aircreft had crew of 10. iircra®t took éndruxitutely.é 370 rounds,
5 §p3ividuald believei to have curvived ovucn

1930 hours -3CC-i: Reports U3AT ui(:r:
crush and rescue efforts are szill !
und 3s enroute to Eiern Hoz &% this time,

2145 bours - TRAC: 'rﬁssicn for 2
W

fenal guoviscrs of AC-119

N
-~ v, Kl
C-n D3 weft eragh cit

e § - .

. tris locaticn to Ial ine to be uric

cunch a }*ea'r' Pire Teom from tiis
. TPAC we weuld send a pornle team
i 14
> - - ’ - Y
¢
£ . . .
: 3 Yay 1972:

D700 nours = TRAC:  Artl-civersft reciticors endided ot UD (50875523
v

AT TLINEE20-3T0m, ) ’

m -/~ J R AR e T L - NPT e e hnly Al i - .
13/, “.f‘o:‘s - r/.‘}‘ Lriys et XD OTCLID o 25T ewws T/7T Aviy wee en wgad
. c
b XS =~ - - — e S R - ¥
ty IMem gun,  No hits, Did vel ensrze,  TUA0 suetad LI.T vsuld ernpse ter-
;\—‘.-:. :
. - .

T~
{2
< Al
-
o)
~J
N

i 0100 hours - TRAC: Miscion for Tedarr: 1) £% 0727 hoore lavneh Cav Trp 1o
H Ini Xhe for misslon briefinz, 2) Be ;-rj““c; ts leuzmer ITT any time after
- 2T zovrs,
» e . . . ‘
E 102¢ hours - MAC: .xcc_u;.cc ArD 1o bowses Yo Tad Nz oand ricelve instruc-
tiong from TRACforword and support the 59h LW AR TI,
2250 hcurs - TRAC G-3: Iisgio f‘or 5 Yey: 1) Cav Trp Laumeh ot 0230 hours '
crd Olx HPT resdy <o 2surch at 0200 Leurs, ‘ :
. !
(18> . [
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v

wl!.! hnve a'l nteososary elesrarces and friend?,

T&sﬂed clc"‘a..uc for voorn by £ re in Llhe i‘ollo\.ring :

..210 hotirs = AL03 " GAF was roceived ot 0717 Loirs, T4ls b E‘OOO saw a

“; derk blmék trnil and lost gishtef 1L o G00OCT. 206/2C =~i1on el 73, No
- air barpt XL 6730, - : .

_ 7 1548 hours - THAC G—3 "Vm on Ln loc, 3rd Adrverze Tn, 31lcl Regt, and
SERRRL - W X o in’ecntact off and on wll dzy, Sriredic eoriacl Prionily Inibisled
ey fny with some progress Tede do Ui uorth, west end noeth, No bipe
'm.rc.-nnr up QL 13, ,"mrcro»., resu,clies $ato avew with CLK tn target, Lot

o6h of Ahz chotes did not vy, 20 Siebocoe Tyown resar Vied by Vidg!
: }( JNn*'n‘ with 1346 replucenciig oo wiolb oo Cood, ibberics, weliend ve-
} ’ t.u,.p"_,', und food, 28 wounlel werc « T e wirel

C

;

Lo PSRN

1705 hours - F/9 Cov: R hichi Lirls at L0070 Jv ar Ko z‘Cf‘e'iva"l‘ﬁ*
, ternge 51 cal fire at XT 722776 wad XT 72060 i 1 i, Temotive hits.
1745 rours - F/Q Cav: Found 1 infircet firing we 2 XT 736792 hog
% sceendory explosion et 1735, Llse eng .:zd 1 eoroufleget truck witn unvnowm
resgults, T . .
f'. ; 17.5 hours =*F/79 £riy: Inciged trocse inoopan of UD TETTLT at 1630 hours,
e cne eocondery explosion ufknown e:en;.- lcsses, o L
:‘ ' 1200 rours - - F/9 Cav: Migsior releuse fror Gaf =t 175 ales,

S Moy 1972: '

1291 hours - F/7C: At 1207 howrs hvy I tdawcsl wo Lol fnc, | Refpel et Led

Khe and stendpy there for f‘ wher orderc,
) 1745 hours - S-2: F/9 Pink Tearm at 1325 howrs spoticd 2 Indiv at X7 7-2560
o engaged with organics. Resulus 2 LN K35, ¢

7 Yay 1972: S e

. 0100 howrs - TLC: Mission o Todey: 1) Sav Trp depurs Tod Kre £t-0800
i for Mission Briefing, 2) IFT oe prepared to launch efcer 03CO hours,

[

T <
1405 hours - F/9 Cav: At 1 25 hours .aw i 7..546 fquad 20-20 10! X 10¢
bunkers, 10 x 15' x 40' hootches, 20 ' 2 line, nurerous positions,
: krea engaged with orgenics ard 7Ta3 &ir, HResults: 5 x 15 x 40 hootches,
: *2x10x 10 bunlfenp; all ..e.,t.:'o./cu 3 x 10 x 10 bunlisrs demazed,
' 1,30 hours - F/9 Cav. at 1340 he s an JH-G& T/¢ Cev ot 4T 723571 received
5 rde GAF (AK-47)." Took hits iz nein rotcy bladcs and lerded raf'ely it
X{ 718538 crew ext.rﬂ.cyed ., 3rown 1x.scrt,c:., bird ol orowne exwactad at
o 1410 towrs, ¥No :Dtj.n' TR . .
: 1450 hours - TRACYY:Réquest heavy fire ieam to suppori 2nd 5N EX £t XTI,

0

773721, Sxids up --151 Ci, > -

g
m
153
Jeder 3 AN

sy

1

!. NPT S -
- “ el ,.(’.,., . .
_:'.- * - *gw .. \ .
v % (&9/ R
R .
- ¥

R e e e+ o A g ey e o et et e oan o ot e e e m e s

up LNO at VIT Imd nt Fuoue - .

-,23 & KD90CLA3 - X2 E704586 - Inillule I, e
Sleneirce initinle I‘lr‘: APV Div - TAT, ’
“Bth: 1??;; mv - CP”' "‘1ne. P‘lu Gic Disi. - MW, . .
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45 bonrs - 5-2: 11
ph ;| dpgAgéd with brganics. ' Results 1 x =0 X34, .
ihourax,.r/v9 AFAt AP 773721 essisting 2nd AZS 2i in TIC ered
‘Also geceived unkrown # of unknown type GaF from XI
out of acticn,

ited with
713717

L2 Y

On 7 May the HFT fron F/79 AR wis if susport of 2 CO's

IRnG sutinitted pinnzcle reperi,

1300 hours ~ ACC: ‘F/79 Arty av X2 755255 at 111€ hours wiile in support of
grourd troops engaged enemy force resulis 15 enery K3:i 1 iFD mcchine gun
"estroyed 1:60mn mortar destroyed 1 6Gmm noriar destroyed, .

1720 hours = F/§ Cav: YT 003575 F/9 Cav 45i-1C wus fire. ut with B-40, neg
“hits, flying 2000 ft )

1830 hoyrg = S=23 P/9 Cl=lh atb reccived ‘.;‘111 g Cire nb L4 ’/C..'.’\}‘,}(), neti-

tive hits, enpnped with orgniles, voknown resuius,

.
Y . 1)

9 Vey 1972:

.

0100 hours - TRAl: IMissions for Tcdey: 1) .Cav 3 Cerart at 0802 hewrs for
lai Khe for men briefing, 2) ¥T7 bz prepured o itach any wiic eftesr 0800
nours. . )
0345 hours = MAC: TiC in An loc arew ré crz;
missile at 0140 bours vic X7 743865, ©
treil and went between 2 FaCls cnd explo
age,

02L5 hours - ifaC: heaﬁy fire team bounced to Ici Yre tc refuel then on to
An Loc where contact is under WaY, , . 7:,' o

0547 nours ~ F/79: Skids up EFT for Iei ki :
1,50 nours - F/79 AFa: 4t X° 7;8788 at - cnzis large bunker -
with unxnows # of irndiv, Bunkxer destroy:il ajd unknown: 2 o Jiv K :
talen
I

e e

wie firl. ;5 0f'pussible SAST
ar , left wnite sioke

e flome, Negative dame

4’;

in
1530 hours -~ DOO-A: 3ciies of 2 D’lOuS recovered, itz 0 L&i Kne, trans—
fered to greves regisiretion people. 1 ~RVi body elss In ares, ARV per-
gornel on operation. did rot want to plec. it uz,
1800 hours ~ S-2: F/75 section &t 1150 Lours ricoived heavy Li fire at AT
763887, while flying et 4000' and 1.0 krote, pcgsicle 23 or 37cxm fire, En-
gaged with organics, firing ceasad,

10 May 1972:

0120 hours -~ TRal: Mission for Todzy: 1) Cev Trcop dcrurs fer lai Kne for

mission briefing at 0800 nours. 2) EFY cn sierd by as of 0800 hours,
. ’ o L
. .y
. (26)

F/3 ovserved 1 indiv 2t IT 723571 wi‘h zeveral bunkers in

* Received GAT urd when they retwrn fire tney accidentully
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_"’ssion for foduy: 1) Cav Troco deypurt at OEOD hours
ssion o....ei‘in‘-, 2) KTl be prepercd o launch arny uizme

i’Ai’ 8?10 for =
afver 0800 Lours, " -
-'OSlS hourt - 1310 41 Ioc hus beern reedi I..Pg trec tires the umountof
- incoming’ dnd hes troop movemunt to tic S wad NI, nve HPT on stotion at
» An Loc at first light, Celled "/79 AFA wnd instructed thon to huve HFT
. v,‘?."-at &n Loc HLT 0615 howrs, Called F/9.C.v end instructed,then to have a
- chase ship on standby at Lai ¥he NLI 0830 hoxrs, Called n:dfvec and in-
-gtructed them to have modevec et lai Kre ai G&30 hours, .
T 0420 hours -~ TRAC: Tanks have been sipgnied at An Loc. &Reques
station at 0600 hours, Will have ILai Khe opened eurly, )
0440 hours - TRAC: Situstion at An Loc is gelting worsc, Reguest HiY be
on staticn at 0540 howrs. Chase ship will be at Indl Rhe wo 0540 hourc,
Roarwm and refuel will be open at I-i Kne, MaX will Lo on 61,05 i, contact
Treedom monitor ut Laf Xhe on 50,50 M, conluct squisrrel, Aloo put 3 pun-
::h.?.].:x on piandhy, - L
0530 hours ~ THAC: AL U440 hourc, 1nvercepled chewy redio coonpe swiling
‘that this was the last big attuck toc tukc An loc, ,
- 0625 hours - TRAC: At the present tive tznks are inside the an Loc Seril
meter, launch secord KFTI, Skids up at prescnt itize,
0640 hours - TRAC: ‘here are 200 Leet rccketls at.lai khe.
0720 Lours - RASH FAC: At XT 7,0882 soretime:* t.h-g Farning an ‘..m..u..u fied
rocket wes fired at Fal'ls,
0805 hours - RASE FAC: K:37 shot dcwn 2 km nort‘: of Arloc, F/9 Cev heavy

1-;: ar)

¥ be on

ct

-team covering downed at this time, '
0920 hours - F/79 ARIY: Trree tenks at XT 715892, 5 &irlzs 'irside An Loc,
- A=37 shot down in itex 16" was shot down v/* 23mn, . ’

1025 hours - F/79 ARTY:: Report total of 11 tanks Gestroyed by grcmd ‘wrocus

Padedt ]

2AC Adr, end F/79 Arty,' F/79 claizs 4 t.aks destroyed.

1040 hours - CG: An.,imirc*'aft rositions .a.;‘F'E’Df;CB - 3 li 75218 - 23mn,
XT 778890 - 23mum, XI 724893 - 230, XT 730843 - 3Tmmy L. 754105 < 37tm, KT
7585 right 1 up 1 Aumerous 51 cel peositions. AT 7550 rIpus’ 2wup 2 nanmerous
envi-aircraft sites, : . .

1040 hours - CG: At ZLT 74089, aA-27's a:::.c.f._r.: woals end troers i open,

1215 hours - CG: AE-1G shot dowm neorih o an Lo, et 1215 nours &t A7
755872, F/79 bird, . o

1335 hours - S-3: Cobra cshot dovn irn Ztem 2& 15 nzor :‘.":.i.\.\;-V Tro0Ds Wao
will try to get to wreckagc, : , ' )

1425 hours - RA3H: A% 0937 ore F-l in CZ Lindic: reworwel cowr, &t 1120
another FAC recorted x::lss:'.ng. ’ .

1740 hours - TRal:  &rn lLoc update toﬁ:.l' 13 tabks dedtroyed tela;
per.etrarn on by two tarks and VA pletoo Feevy buildup to tre
wwest of city, No grc.rg 1,rooess in 30 o ) 60 TIilules,

1745 hours - TaC:U,S, cesuelly at XT 7866zc, ieed g.;::;';:i;s tc cover Long
Birh dustofll, We; have turned our cn.rs eround te _sapper,

1920 hours - S-2: 1915 hours, A0 £635463, F7/79°1:K bird Tecelived wknown
number of rournds G &, 2002. £t and J.Ou kncts,

2300 hours - DCC-lcw;wScnc. TOW miscile gection with MaX to irn Loc,

Orly one

L)
north and

J

e TS
.
-
Eal ~ e
s U e
Tt ATV L] .

L LRy R T T R T e T I N T Tt N At 4am e Ty v e el W s mos



) tn Iac SmceJSOO’hst night. _,'hhgr ?“3 ,
Li{.Tenks and tnfentry noving on- south, .east, and
ire from the east from tanks and’ 105's. . "TAG Adr
and hnve rclieved the. .preasure a 3.1t.t.lc t‘or :

TTge Lo

‘Yo
Y

. “ '\_\';‘f## e Sl i , -‘

- ener:w bontrqls the nor théetd half ai the R

L 1& “the SW, - Three to .four tanks are reportdd in. the’
Aght vith zm 232, oa' 37m \reported. Pouibie‘ Yk

: thiy morndng, ey %00

_Qg,vi ﬁ—lﬁ received | h‘c:n three individuala J.
,,fuaehge 5 dmgtng'xviozﬁ.cs .and woupding pilot in

mth ’negative resnlt.s Pilot med'ev.ac from Ia:l

It

. -;’.1—,‘.

R M e

108574« )’?§ *L‘FITY~ Qround t.roops et An Loc confirm 1. tanks dest.royed
by r}?9 #tfit. XT 75587, a1 111000 Vay 1972, °
75 ALLD hours = MSH "FACt - VNAF A-1 shot down S¥ cf &n Loc . Pilot bailed out, . IV
C LV /N 'y %0 pupport, Possidle ground*r,o atr ;tissile. - .P:..wb iB at - o o
XT 35% Sl T PR
“1’765 bm‘i‘a ’?/9 C!W. At XL 50876 at 1505 hours AH-lG 7/9° Cav received un- - :
! 51 cal CAF end one B-40 round’ negative hits or q‘mge, nega- . R
t ’.*"mﬁs‘é.dne*wmther. . SR
1., 1705 hotrs - -F/9 Cav AB-1G et XT 6868 72 er ngaged 2 unaividuals welking B
: . von treddl Y KB -8t 0925 houre, At 0930 ‘hours et XT 700875 engaged two 2 -~ - -
‘ton trutks oﬁ%ad 31 dest, 1 damaged Received GAF from 3 irndividuals, .

P:Llot or,m—m ﬁpund.d | ' | .

- 1 »Ln Ioc smsp : SEPRAS : AP R

0130 houre -",Rgoaiving ‘direct fire fron E. I‘roops on W in contact Incom- C
[} -0 inghwas incraasing.— 0140 - Tanks reported nzor-western perimeter, OL45 < . - ,
! i Tan'ka Imd u'oabs ~ap‘;n‘os.u:hft.ng from W and SrI RR fire from E, Contact all S ;

o ‘9300310’11‘8 - B3 0?53‘ Notify 223 to p.LE.Cc all available aircreft on a.30 . Lot

~ minutes atandby a8 bf 0600 hours, Same for F/9 and D/22¢, ' o I

,0300 hom'a = {TRAC: ‘Heavy pressure on ¥, Incoming increazced i‘rcm mode rate ' -

: —to heavy. ,E‘AC Air presently being employed ) : s

(22) oo i i




- ?roo,s in contsct.on W, SH, and ¥z, exchanging Sa i‘iré,

Tp at this time, Asked RAC to let us knou ir they T
'7¥haae ghip had departed at 0530 hours’ for lai Khe, = . -
pops wt An Loc at in light eontuct, have nodercte in-
presently being employed, Weather Is currently 5000', -
“?Jniles and ‘Bome ground ha.ze._\ EFT not neede:i at thia

{ Khe, " : .

bﬂ—& froz F/9 and D/229 ere an su;mib’

Y “,". P

4

330 bours,  XT 708872, An Oii-6A took 30 Fds X7 fire 3

. 'Flying at tree top level at 100 knols. ‘Results: =
guslties, of durspe, Enp'd. v/org's unxroun: results. ‘ARV‘J ;
Awknown: resulis, , . . F?é

Yo s - FASK FACT " Approx 1500 hours 2 kilometers S of An loc, sundog 7
1023740 e M Bown by e SA-7, TFilot wus recovered b_/ ARVY and taken
SR An ‘Loc (LRVU AIRBGNE) .
‘29'1725 Mours » TRAG. JG~31-Mission for 15 Fay: (1) Cav Trp Co to =rrive air
L 'opne center’ b 0645 bours, Cuv Trp wrrive at 0700 houra, (2) Il vy, firo tcam
b an :;tution at Lx; _;nc at 0600 hours,

. - .
. . -1 . - s - -
. s seis . - ‘\, [ S .
‘; Loregt . Y ’)‘# ?: y A:. ) ‘S »

15 )(ay 19723

ER TR
Y2 X D28
YT e,

b
34

. el

0001 houra - 'I'M.C. . An Loc ip relatively quiet et this time, Some contacts
faround the perimeter,. Ko tanks heave beern sighted, . ’

0200 bours - TRAC: - SPECIRE has spotted g ginvoy of 18 ¥chicles to the west
of An Loc and 1s c\irrently working out on theR., The city has'been taking
sporadic incoming,.  Situatiarn is pretiy stdble et trhisg time. T.C idr is
being employed Weather is good at this tim .

0820 hours - F/79 AFa: +ht XT 746£85 SPM'D & Sx.rfacc, to eir x:“smle being
fired, at F4, TAC Air employed,

0900 kours -~ 7th AF: 37 high threzt arez '5!2 r..c*us of 4(-.75087
: 0900 hours - ACC: D/229 Cav bouncing et tﬁ‘l tize t6 zusscry 2let ARVE
: Convoy which has begun, - e
: 0955 hours ~ F/79 AFA: Report SiY at X[ 76G8S1 being fired at C130 left
tre*endo.ls wnite cloud end hvy smoke trail,
1005 hours' - ACC Report following SAM launchinz sites,
e - PIACZE .
0500 - X7 750855
0845 . XT 7,6E85
0945 XT 769¢E€1
0ELS ' XT 746695
Peport from /79 AFA and AR, TAC Air is preséntly Being em slored, on firing
sites. F/79 is bemg pulled eway by DICA. /79 awey from AL «oc due to Sn' .

.S.Lth&bion :

1700 h¢ — 3 ='DCO-A: XT 7737C0 AlE while p..w- z in &ir was snal.down,
Americen pilot bailed out, lernded between enery and frcly iines, Low bird
from D/229 tried to pick him up, _cc'€ hvy GiF i X7 712701 wert from
another direction ard picked uvp tre pilot. Pilot is Ci. Reg acst .comoat
response f*'om T4l for grid of CGAF., ,

2015 hours - TRAC: Repo“t oo An Loc, corvoy at 7% gua, 1.9%k1 T of L 13, .
An Ilocz guiet,

;o, 2200 hours - TRiC: Mission for 26 ¥zy: (1) Feuvy fire icom cn sistion et
2 Arn Loc at Q6OO hqurs. (2) Cev Trp et lei ihe et 0700 howrs, '

5

3

3| S - (23)
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bidi T ioc‘continuee to b= quiet, hegc.tive contasct. City o
s ﬂ {n..d wortar fire, 6 KS'W of Irang Bang an OP . e
380 AC-119 1s supporting,  Alss st An'Loc spsct.:‘a :
d‘su'oying 2.
{08 ls very qulc.. and does aot necd }u-l‘ &t _tb.j.c t.ime.
dby. " hn Lge is st.ill recelving light aporudic

f?98kidsupforlmxhe R

s Hiulon for 17 lay is for 2 UE-1X, Kibmb,, 1 heavy fire

2 Loc 13 very quict, iherc has been some troop move-
Cement: p.nd nccni'xibm']_. xchunge of fire wnd inceaing, o =
’ L0 hours v AT {Brids uy at U/45 Loure I‘or T, Medevac skids up ut
! -.A:401.50 hourg,t <’ 7 1

/0505 bours = Df229: snas up at this iire, -
.10515 Lours -’ _:mc- "An Loc is still very cuiet, only BpC“&dlc incon.ng. .
. 0B15 hours - IRAC: The aircreft for the .vu.t.cb &t An Toc ere returnipg to :
- Iot Xhe due to the weather, Tne snzteh will ke postponed until ne weather

-abates, = - . . .

1 0915 hours -"{Ral: COL Fulwyler hes relieved wne 3rd 2de of tize respon- .

- eibility for & Cev Trp iz the 4n loc arez.” o ° e
20 May 1972: - Y

]

0955 hours - F/7¢ ATA: &uids up to L&l in 2%.0$53 for UFLL
1025 hours - D/229 Cav: 3Zounced chuze snip' ii sugory /7% st lzi Kle,
Blues bounced to lai fhe at 1010, .. P
1300 hours - Ral: Snateh U7y of pilot cut ¢f ~r iuc ceupleted et this tirme,
Pilot wes shot down 3 cays ago. '
2045 bour~ - Thal: Xave £FT on 5 zinute sianity as of GEl5 nouss,

= . . P

21 ¥ay 197z:
1745 hours - TRAC: Update An Ioc very quiet on ‘c incoring, no ground

b c 3
PS - -
contacts task force © in corntactu rosy of ire fuy 3715 hes hed ssoradic con-
tect, Convoy mede no headwsy rcr :h today. ;

41815 bours = TRAC G-3: Sert 1 Pinir Tes= tc Lai Xhe at 0500 on 22 Muy to be

briefed by IN0 frem ARV. 21t Div fer V2 riecicn, Will send 1 Cav Trp and
heavy secticn of MoX, The Cav Trp will conizet autocret elping on FiY, ICCA

seid to send Kl elsc, ¢ « v

- o (22) | | .
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22 wzy 1G72:

5945 kours = TRaU: an Ze2 ondue SI0d Lo v O nT l
N 7o Zrer the S and Si, :xC LRSIt L T SR LA N
% o ne S, 15tk Rege ani 2/53, o/

cza is to link wp with o fricoily ol

o/
rr: .

. plent vie L& V5T,

» P . . . 3 - =
1240 hours = F/79 AT dolle suocoein Lo LU XL \L 24,
/75 ATA is credited wiiu 20 WsloLu 1147 L .
173D hours = r/79 ..FA: "/"’ fLCLIYIE L e Tt
T 16t o T JONRY;

a

T experded, Unknowr ro.olio ol wlo e, 00
1730 hours = F/79 ATA:T  himll il JPCCanlonady Lola 0 Loe Lo Lol Ll
.y s 0 pne -

- o . LYY -
Rhu, a0 cazualties coore LU 7UULLI .

st 9 rds of 2o LN, IS s o LAl
T

0 houns X .': B I TR PO R s
f(/l' L?‘iLf CLiodi. . :_,;1 Taswtly, VR VAR Yo ’.3.\; "CL“‘)
2L Jiv,
23 bay 1972 :
. . _\‘ v
) 1255 nours - F/G CAYV: L. 2000 ol le.. .z oL
' ot 221635 May Yo, Tow.l 1T St 0LV Lol looo e
leng wrench 2ll in P S U G IRV
X2 '?1:ulz GQra ..n=ld JeCeiVea WL OroTnLCs S RS SO S
1515 nours -~ a00: Zlemeo..s o) e 30 Lol oo ouno el L
LFCts ono 1 30 50P and illoo U ol s
10 T coumand groun of zUL e cororel Dol L
- M . i .
. - ‘

- I . I N
- ~ LR LS gt e - L e - R - . - .
[CRp \,T..-..L‘ L LN TR v leeediea e R L PR e LR
P o s . .~ - .
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57

Ly

- . -
- - ome hMieivhid y e, = t
1755 howre ~ LLTo wniad J/G Coroah il
2
s v . 1 T N
rccciv.;';d [0 ﬁ' T 5& ci r Do 9alien

- o,y .

EATEUES SN R (ORI

1733 Lours - ‘..’;.. P -
Arty piloty &rd renurued TLld Sl Ll
LT X Y

resulte 2 U.S. Xis,

. .
.
25 Far 1G72: . : )
. o i
5500 houss ~ AT Coo U €0 BvT LT ol e S o
GICO hours = /70 sTY Gralen DIl T ot pacie e s s w Tre ol n S0WE
sucerooiul with a preat ol of o0 o DI, L CLiia ooy e el 0
LioLu thic WMCLCU A 2 Wl i L L e s
O/ Lours AVUY Lol 1\/, Ol v s el e 4 T v'.:‘ R TNTEOIE
cu lad Yo gunchin occelion 1o co ooy 0 L dcn e e B e s
bis .
oL ' A S CHPR T Bl
O B .
.
[ .
26 Fmy 1972: : :
1020 hours « TRaC:  185Un Do, o Lo C0 Cilnwal s el eeis 1T, eel_l SO CChe
tneis on o~ oand 8L of elly el wlsn Wi, o L. ,
° . ’
<4 Ll , -
27 Vav 1S72: ' el

LS. Nl wkrown

P g A
CllaT, Ga 2550 0T

el Ll 3L

LU Ve

. e ~— - - -- - - - - - e .-
- -~ . o 7. PR A e . - .. . ; v A
e\ ) bl e bemdy W L P I PR N P ~ P P N T i RN 64 -.kr‘/
~r - - . - o -
RN —— s PR B : .- . S
-—— . SILL LeCCVaO e T stod @ Wl emman edee e v e v es s L,
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. P » E
. B vl bt - Ve e S T
. fo b oo P R ] o Wes Gl el s
- e JOR O T N - o~ .
- Dol BO0IMCII Vil aTo Wl 8T el [
— ~- .
e e S/Lon CaTlh ok A AT St N - e
et JONL e oS il v AV e = Y SSRGS VR et .../—.;,O ris,.
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&5 ogen recovered

the ARVIS azd 38 .. -
/'z° AFL puot.wt P

.,tor Gev Teop: (1) ?LB ax.'{ai xhcva\-. moo hwrs.‘; o
;houm' 08C0 Lours, 'ui vt (:.
sRgporte GAF ot fcllowing lbcationv during smtch
XA small arnc A7 6265 37w, - XT 7567 zncll arnms, -
.M?-ﬁese grids due to qualifty of £lass Vion hand, :
' %':’;getsr ARC-Liphis are beirf_, plobtoa in- the are;_

: 'hu ‘km.:-:ﬁag‘uaated he.;vy Lire buw kr.d Mcdew.c t.o in ute by o >
CH9005  Bitds fip 0212’ for dperionn advicor with 15th ARV Rgt st XU 7558L5. .
7918 _houra « TRAC:.-VMedeyro UH-1E froz 215th Nedical Conpeny received an
- _:-k -apknown amount; L. 51 ‘cal GAF at X7 761779, UH-1H went down &t XT 773798
Migrew and p&asengers were evacuated eircreft. burned :Ln ,plece, Crew tzken to
) ombat am reSponse 4 gorties of T.-‘xC Aiz) : .- .
; LN ¥ . sed, .

. M . ) '
ST 2120 hours - TAC c.-3 uss; 2 for 11 Juwie is to 204 AACIIGET &t IS 596927
o same as todey upon corplétilon cf that rerort to long én Provires for VR
S mmes e g e ,

rission, repert to ZFan Aa, (>=uss ETREZLL £~,,,,,._.), L

-
. - P

s
ll June 1974. .
OE-AD hours - F/9 CaV: 08u5 F/9 Cav Coors went dc m ¢o*‘ Lecranical problers
&t Phouc Virk, F/9 Browrs imserted to secure the'bird, "4/1/7 (BT LCH went
dowr at OLl5 fer seme reason, ’ :
0945 bours ~ 1/7: ICD dlew &t Grunt IZ =3 1400 hours 73 CLD eb 3000',
1622 bhours ~ TAAC G-3: Send secticn of 1Y 1o cover extoccticn of heli-
_“copter dowyn for mechanical rezscns neer Cu Chi. Centact Zcan € en 58,00
1nairoverC~..Ci ~ ' ’ C e

R s . i VS OO o . i YPY

13 .'h.ne 1972. e » :
’ 0805 hou:rs - §-3: 1st lift is enrcuies tc XIv 750565 wiih clezchts of 31lst

Regiment,. everything goir.g well, E
0605 hours « DCC-A: Two 1ifts into LZ e3 this tir:, On 2.4 1:ft vook in-
_toming ané smull'erzs ground to mir fire, UlU-1H from 4/229 =hib dewn in
LZ at A7 758265, LZ moved €00 meters, Orew extractel, cirer birds have .
been hit by GAF, 1 U,S, Wi, ‘ __—

a7, S :
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ncurs = DCC-4t 250 raX
nours = DCC-nt TaX
2130 nowrs = sanl-G=3:

for 14 Jurc an were nroviacd

arez. |

0985 nuurs - Gl Arca whoers

wrect 7/6 Browvns will be exinic
2

()
W)

ot O\

C..

3 - b D e . "'. - - Tor e N Toav L~ ] ~
vide one scction of (L4 to Ihuoc Soy Joo Tesienl Covera L, Ll ald well
i <y -~ : $ v - T . A o
that vais wowdd be drzociivic .. cemu o L0 LCLVD RO WbVU e SOVED

» - A coe . . ~ - .. . EEN
oo Gl &9, dvwew caldd wooisy ol Lo Ll v L,
.
)‘/ -} st l()//-

e ’ N " T 4 . . ) : . . . ° N v M H DY *

S e e S o s U o VoL IR SOV

. ’ - P E
.J..u(\.. 77 con al Lwe
Pok SRl \. - e e .. B SRS

l‘»lf A‘O'L‘J‘*‘ - 3T.5 il \. /s SlOWID LY S el e Tl DT Ve L..-gll'c‘ (LN

cite OC X7 834740, Zoilico ol cronnn 110 L SO

~en . o S S I T L
(DU ho““i / CAJ CECOVITUL U eolct i w0l ot s Zaie e W=l iy
- ] .
Cron franh for VinT, S
- . Co OV /o BN EE T P .~ [ -
2220 hours < FEV SN ."/‘; oo R UL N ool -
M4 i - LT T = ' LA
i\.\‘.e, 1 LES CoSll SAUl] Oul UV wilad volily o oo ClLlll L8
‘s . L]
. ’ .
r et

as ~age. $
10 vuie 1972: . 5 X , ,

. -
- L - -, - - (. e e R ~ e
LI5H) Lo s B R LT EPVE SN ORISR FUR Vo SR
P Yol - N
P N ] / - ny - vl ey
, - - «

1
02':;. * * .
'
. - ‘ ‘
. .

eba 1;,-_,./

L *‘r o u/LL receive waoll ol
:“iri:.; Lreo cculi ey L2 asvornminie,
182D rours - 70 -5 212 1 oo v L T SRR o o
eTeL en 15 June?  AINIn cooviisin Lenoe Dol “e ~ecsioley LUO
leXes The dewnils,  Inlooiel Tl ve vouin cood o sotallnoon L€ June,
- »
.
‘. . . :
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© 1€55 hours -~ Mission relezse at Lai Khe,
2030 howrs - TRAC reguirement for 21 Jure, (23) 1irs ships for susport ARV

: ﬁ‘§ 'i:rOOps. SRR T
'obaerved 2 tu.-lG‘s be'

_._mqvedt.o'?% mlineonh\jl3.
‘tours 1 ko®S Iqanh xai 2 VEAF will extrast

’ius'

_%/79 AH-1G loc‘.t.od at X1 7837“. a/c seemed in-
wtalde 4/C, o

3 .

~ 1210 bours’« Re.fu.' lans rrom Lni Kie, to ettempt extrsction et ;300 houre
“‘to be px'ecoeded LA ‘VN&F RiC Air, I this extractlon fu‘ls the Cav Troops

T bl ettempt gn- oxtraction &lter dark to'zig . e . )

ivll.3»l;5 ows - dst- lift on PZ Abr Rie 2?Z co..c.. o ’

1352 howrs - 2nd’ 312% is out cf FZ some 4.:.*.1 couing out,”

" LA45 hourk. -‘&'d ft out of P2 w/light GF fhie ves first . iGT flight,
155 hours - 8 flights of U,S, ships and 1 VILF out of irn ce 't this time

. 1523 hours - CG notified that a F/79 ccore’ Cown near ro-d &t 1510 hours,

" Crew C.K, - Securing force on woy, & Si -’7 cissile .,:.ot dovwr t.. ".cobra ‘at
< X7 758773, Crew extracted, concition unxnowr, o .

. 1845 howrs - 2 F/79 ptlots C.X. 15 1fiis Goipleted, wr,-;o;n:;us to go,

183/, nours -~ FZ at An Loc for lst Atrn 3de cleer of t}oops.

-

‘.
~

move frex lei Khe to An Loc,

22 June 1972:

.. 0615 hours - Skids up, Black, fed, Yellg

. 0825 howrs -~ lst lift off l=i Khe ai, 0613 ceiayed by leve &3VXN trcops,

" 0840 hours ~ 1lst 1ift into An Loc ccml, e,

/0900 hours ~ ARC liguts 1n A.; Ioc erez, £11 4/C grounded a* ILei Kne uatil
* strike ‘tompleted,, -

-1030 hours ~ TRAC: - 31st :'37.'\' Rest recoverci bodies of 2 F/79 crewscn shot
“dowr 20 Jupe, - )
1200 hours ~ D/229: Re:ceiveu 51 cal“ZT £08elz,
. 1351. hours - UH-1E rec SAGAF at &n Loc, coming out of 1Z, lo dmrage to 4/C.
1 crewmenber received superficial wcuris, : '

1420 hours - UH~1H at 50' and &0 ks rec AI-L7 GiF et 1T ¢15827, .
1505 hours - 12 1ifts cemsleted at this iinme,

2330 heuwrs - TRAC: /.iSSiOu 23 JL:e. wzsert LioQ llege in An Ioo extr regt

fro» :.n w; to I.e.i Khe. _

(29) . ' .

ARSI SIRTE R M T PP PTREE E0, NPT ———

w].ift of troops w mllov, ‘Imlow “light boupcad '

u orv'Abn Bde off urt.il ..omorrow. o B f?"'

" QTR ¢

e et . o ae
S SCTRIRS VDL PR LR o5 AP



, :mc mlsslons, ?/79 0535,;'81301:@ /
ﬁ 0, ¥ellow Pii - 0630, v s o
extracted at 0715 hours at, "1“1‘ 044148. -“'”;"-'6\' m
”l'aggles rec'd missfen release apd:are 2
ill. coptinue to gupport, . - -:--,‘;:‘... —ty
‘we-are” sendinglCav'h‘nandrz pvy MAL
5 hours, - Request brn.aﬂng at..£715, hom‘s, Infwnd,‘ 5
-,ibowas possitle wnenithe- turborn<e is in B2 027 .
t:wa nesd to know ASAP so thut w-nc_.n gend a ;0 uhip
-fr:um shirs tc follow, "If it is tomorrow we will
goon &B'we arc notified, . Also reguested they - have .
Requested that Banger 79 be informed .of
tails and thet MAJ fudul at lai Khe and ::AJ Bentson ulso
ped Andtiuls when 77 is inforred, e
FENIRY 5130930 H June XU 749795, Hrowus Crom. r/o wero -
J dmm H % H 1 lilhbln’ coverdng thon ree'd hvy GAF,
p‘g 4*2-B40-wils 4ifd 30 cal fire, browns defended from shll eraier,
> {o ‘b6 ‘extracted, While the slicks were coming in to exiract
15 20 ‘BN tried to rusk the ships. Brouns engugsd with automctics
s firs, ~Plt:ldrs estimate 7 - 8 EN XIt &end 4 - 5§ EX WL., IN w  wesring

»

P SAntes - oSSR T Ty TR
At e o Bl

-~

i .-';themihadu.z.v rifles, . ;
3 . - 2%0 hours = TRAC G=3: MACV hes to ask R4C for an.inpact staterment on 5
{ .\@u t would hap n if TRAC lost the fo_lcwing assets: 5% AH-1G; 4x CH-47h, k
t - i ‘u.nﬂ F/79 AFA; Dangqr 79 and defiant 5 kgve cbjepte:i bet it still r=y hap- s
i o pap. Also MSG(Ref Iten 27) ‘has been propose<d 4o VAJ Bert.en ‘hLe said he - Pl
£ "+ would inform Danger 79, TRAC forward hes rotificd and will reley message .
} %o YAJ Nadel, MAJ Bent.son said he would cducur with all egpects of the
‘ ~message (JDN). . "
: . 0640 hours - Arereft oﬁ‘ for Lei tre, skias wn, F/’79 O, 55 Blacl: - &500;
) _Red - 0612; Yellow - 0630; F/9 - 0610, et R
; - 0520 hours -_EAC Extract lst Abrn B..e, 3ac nﬂe.,ing recistencs, ‘&ll night
3 - 18 Jure, Hey not make FZ uniil 1000 hou's, 19 Jure.s - 4w .
. - 0955 hours - TRAC revised PZ tizme for Ab. Bde to 1200 hewrs beczuse 53h ARVN
. &3 BN is in coatect VIC AT 7€.797. Being supporied by PoX. Est enemy to
g "be 2 companies of 141st and 165th VA Hegimentc,, .
‘ 1500 hours - L&I KEE: 3 lift gagcles rc:c*vd pissicon releace ard are en-
route to Bien Eoa, F/% and F/75 cortinue supsors, A
5 1600 };ou.rs - '1':?.&5_ sencs gume mission for 20 Juie 1740
i ,20June1972 . ':. ‘ o :
i . ,-.Sélo hou.rs - Skn.ds qp for m Kae, F/9 ard F/79 1ifts cn siendby &t Bien .
i 0820 hou.rs - A-~lu, “/9 shot down &t XT 76 G770, 0812, §2-7, no survivors,
‘ ~+ D825 hours - 4H-1G, F/79, recelved un% rc hits 51 c..l revurning to Lei Khe
z -with exccrt eoora, eccort cobrz reporied L_Lss“.g.
;' - 0915 hours = T54C, U, S. Fal clg}'ted wreciize of &5-1C, downcd 0820 hours,
: vic 79270’7 g .
. . ) A' ? .
L G0) \
ﬂmmmmm S = T
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R e ¢ bt KT TCTNAVONN L0 KOV

s MW'\WNPQ\L&%W‘W‘}{:&.*;{M\ e

. 09.‘.5 hoursw Sﬁ

. to T i T e waen lt '"lvf' "1 trailing the b
. sing at this time, '

- 0915 hours - -THAC: IS zAC reported e1bnu_n 'w';cuuae cl en hAa=1G a* XT 7752797,

ul&CK 3 he(t, Yellov, 3/9
c cornle,e uACnF Topdl

~a ()‘ __‘.‘

etc dt. An Ioc st‘ll raceivlng A%F in vié

Extract LTC Butler a bpdy

it

[

'

D Trp = /Px -0

0937 reocived 1x 105 rm round in-
" opming A/b‘dnun “Fhe meint, Problems irrqute Bien Eoez (Slung:
" ont), . “ : '
21020 hOUrB —’th 1lft in 1000 hrs received bnGA?"ﬂ 835729,

-

1055 'hours = D/229 AB+1G down -at 1042 hewrs at X1 €247 by 7 51 cal rds.
Crev extracted lQL yrs; - Brown in to secvre ard extract ~/C,

1200 hours - Dowrnc /EZD AE-1G extracted 1135 hewrs lesv 110t 1* nroe-ess.
1210 hours - An'Loc mission complete, I:ilv ghips ret urnirg Blen hoa. Cav
Troope will spt extractior LTC Sutler's bocf.. ’ . T CL

1315 houre - CH=47 took 1 RD SaGar while extraciing D/Z 27 Lh-lG aovr.ed
(1042 hours), R

\\2320 hours - 4ALL A/b at Lai Khe sccured rissicn release and are enroute

€L "108..

20 June‘ié72£ :

0£10 hours - &ak: F/75 skids up for Lei jhc at 0531, Suids up at 0500
0820 hours - AAE reported that an 45-1C of F/Q exploded in the eir erd

crashed st XT 769770 at epprex OEl5 hours, Suspected SA-7 nissile siaot it -
down, &Xo survivers,

0225 hours -~ 1 ArA rec'd wnk ro of hite freox unk type CGaF end wzs returaing

1 dis appeared and is mis-

:1020'hours- TRAC: 2 bodies (See Iten #5) have been recovered and ere loc in
“the ;1lle at Xz 7677 *'qu TRiC to deternine status'of ranc, 8CI, & condition
of A/C : I ’ .
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1400 nowrs - Jowm w0-10 exi 1137, last LIV ig in cregress, )
3220 heurs - A.L. rission comploue, Lift ships are reuwrning o Siin Do,
Soorouwrps will supt ext of LU IZuller'c uoidy,

1205 Lours - Rey ECD ceum for courus punship oroblenm w/i0T,

215 hours - AAE: Rec'd report of Ci=47 recld 1 ré 5A/GAT wihitle cxi deimncd

o
@]

coura (Sce Iter 15)

1320 aours - All A/C ot lai Xhe rec'd nission complete and are eproute to

Zien FHoa. . .

.
)
.
%

25 June 197z .

- . X e e gt it meees
1750 hewrs - AC:  LIC Glnger re.iy for plen=up b Lo, VIT Zad ad 1700
Loui,
13‘= ours - Jwl:  lee'd regort Livea S0 cotra went dewn 27°nl off 1)
ial caunnel V7 due bo viurouing engine,  dbie colra reperiedly ook off
.'“’-Lln A‘J i 11\‘4(11‘1 fbr' UJ. 1'.'...'.;:.
. .y .
Lo oeuhe 1972 .
\ .
~yNn N <0 Mission: Two 2 0.5 R ... R .
clue A0S = ailall LA S8Ssi0ns XU L eD, LLVILCOrS W ver SCILICLBLY WOWNAQEQ,
vl owill Ve tizutly conurelled,
C7n5 acurs - Siics ep for i Xhe for ool onisglon,
~ . - g e .. . S, - e RN - ’
:_l],,\‘\/ LCWSN S - JO'-:..P.- b:—l; ‘.C‘unu 2w l: u7/uJ/.
1535 nours - S Tal: Ful up o poccivly Li. Yroubif, Sturady o assist,
iniate: ol lenled safely at W5a. Y e
) :
* - ’ .
- . IS .
& owianC LY rJde "
4
I ~ire /5 Cav o ¢ ey o 1575 roor
-—— ) LOLNS - Aanlll LoTlre o F AN VION 4 .-‘L.) Cooem [ U LY ane b -LC—D. OWT S.
- e s - o~ o2 S - A - a & e 8 -
1202 neurs = Ral:r aszed Jor puns a3hF, salr CLung in rewrn énd Tellel,
- , ! 'y
- T . R RN ~e A
L JLE, Yo pCllas, S4 S:‘L-CI.S, v Oﬁ—Gn.
Sgeciai mellingsworin, also possiole exeort mission
D A > T2y T - .l L -3~ - - :
Jor cuswofl, Zinn Long S4h was wounded in oactipa, F2 gpprox O <ilometiers

dustoli reLort 1o _oi Arne et 1100 hours tomoryrow for

a0 LOUrs = Reg uant s ;

ST U SR S Y Col o

oR -\;--TAL RIS - ISRV ¢ 4 A'/\}' C'..‘v'.

- eT YR, ’DL ~ e R g :~'v s s ht el aral SphaerTiAn micood A Spns

e I ..OL...S LY PR s YV - - beid v W T W o Gl caUILlonal inseruion TS8S100 Lo
N . .. L. - -

anL uoc pricr to the one scheduled at 1

23 Jwne 197z2:

s - 03l ; s bouncea tc Lzl hne te insert D,0, for noo ~iZ 33rd
Delarel cue o weainer, ‘ v

[l

we - /% Cav Xz reperic e ol Ene at 1400 nov anl, S-2/3 ex-

£ 3 - ’ - - ) =~ ’ s res -
Tigsion &t an lec, oustoll i Teen netified,
5 ~ Zscort :mlssion nas tecn pootloned will tomorrow., G2¥ Ah-lG &
crusc ghip bouwnced av U700 hows, Il. 0730 hewrs for Triefing at
susioll nasz teen notiriccd,



v "

10 hours - TRaC: Lift off at Lai Khe uf lLuO Lours

3145 heurs - taC: Hold 7/9 until rcetu siion by Mal.

1210 hours - 7/9 rcc'd missicn release & are crroute to Blen Hoa, Medevic
mission was successiully couyﬁv,eu als

2005 hours - 1920 hours reg taat 1Tl netily ducioff to ve uv Oy Chl av
0730 hours tozorrow on strip alert in supt of /229, Corfirmed by THAC,

. . /

'(_!

2z July 1972: .

1700 hours - F/9 cobra reptd 01X hit fron Guit ir its plexiplass while es-
corvin;: CE=47's to Sorng Du.
23070 hours - Urdate ¢f item 719 F/9 Cobra win flyin: 1000' «i 1320 xts av

. 153375, aecd 024 hits whiile on cun run,  The other cobra ulso reen Ol
nive in rotor vlades, e Cuz,

3 culy 197 .
AN

1040 nours - LE=1X frou 120 Ava Co downed ty GaF 1.x W of roefucl peint
1 2 butwlons, Cun crew oounced, Crew hus bcen ext o Fuucc Zirh, UE-14

swrnins and 3L, )

2030 nowrs - ﬁec’d G Mission fer 4 July 1972, “”'bO"’i w/la~ ans recrn

Lolit at oy Minko- Flea up 34 dindivs ot Cu,u“- grrouse, Warning for 5 July
2072: Ze prezared o move approx 1000 trceps’iren An loc .yp Ini Khe & rove
wzurex 1003 roors from Lei e o An Iec. Ixpeet !dn, te provide C5X UHR-1H

w/7F0C to provide 13. (If possible VIAT will provide 13 UE~13 & 273C. 5)
17,5 aours - F/9 Ing'é preplanned ICT at MaX strikes 1 & 2 bul wnadle to
Zia dve to bad weatnher, ‘

. . -
culy 1972: - PR
05 hours = TZAC tasxed 7°GC for 1C UZ-1=Z's for 1ai Xhe - An Loec nission
. S ouly.

1425 hours - CG directed CC ¢ S-3 of 229+n c T
sicn oriefing. Alsc, recuested early relecse for D/22
Jirmone crces porder nissione for touorrow,

16,0 hours - D/229 ras returred to 3ien Hoa at 1548 hcurs,

.
-

Lni Khe ASAF for nis-
ir Cambodia & con-

N
ot

5 Jduly 1972:
5535 hours - lst element of firal approach at this vime, CC enrcute to

L )5 rours = S5-3: U.S. flights of 2 sofips etch’ complete « 2 VilnF flights

T 2 ships each compleve,

1200 nowrs = T3aC reporic 90 soriies cofplevc at ¢ TnX PIR A4/C-810 total,
1215 hows - Ral: Rec'd reporte of A/C texing GAT S of uan Lai, Yez hits,
Conras end Jal Alr enz saspected gun locs, Lift ship rept rec'd S Sa/GAF
wnile coming in and leaving 12/72. :

o

\a)
I~

—



7 July 1972:

1510 hours - TRAC: 1 Cav Trp is tasked to VR Song Be corridor & Fau Giso (P)
in 3irh Duong (P) from B July thru 15 July, Dep S-2 & OB preparcd to brief
Cav Trp at 071930 July. Order confirmed 1715 hours.
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‘Can you hold out it

cight more minuies ?.’

n hen North Victnamese troops drove a-
) cross the Cambodian border toward Sai-

gon, seven Amcrican adviscrs were®

trapped with a small force of South Victnamese
troops in the district compound at Locninh. The
compound was surroupded. and for two days
the Communists pounded it with rochets, mor-
tars, bitzookiss and rifle fire. The besicged Amer-
wans, iong with thar ARVN troops, huddied m
three bunkers underground. As dush fell, Maj.
Gen. James F. Hollingsworth, bass of the Third

Region Assistance Command, hovered over the

battle for three hours in his command helicop-
ter, deploying American planes and gunships in
a delaying acion while trying to arrange an air
rescue. In Hollingsworth’s chopper. this is what
it sounded like:

HOLLINGSWORTH (10 trapped advisers on
ground): **This is Two-Fiver. Oh baby, I'm com-
ing pretty good. I'm still fighting and checking.
I've been promised it {rescue helicopier] in ten
minutes away. Don't go anywhere. | know where
you are.”

Two minutes later, he was again asked about
the rescue helicopter.

HOLLINGSWORTH: “*Just going as fast as | can.
Can you hold out about eight moré minutes? I'm
workin® as fast as [ can, Eight-Three. Keep down,
keep yourself together. You've been great. Talk
to the FAC [Forward Air Controller] and just
hold with it, baby.™

Eight-Three was not reassured. He said that if
he got out, it would be pure luck. ’

HoLLINGSWORTH: “*Ah, bull, don't you worry

about that, baby. Well, it's not pure luck. baby. .

Hold in there.”
Flights of aircraft were approaching Locninh
from several bases in the area. ¢
HoLLiNGswORTH: “*Everything’s airborne, ev-
erything is up now. It’s just a matter of a few min-
utes. . . . Ah, damn, you're a little strong great
guy, E:ghl Three. Just stand by now and Ijsten

A small U.S. chopper cyreened into the com-
pound to test the gunfire befpre the transport heli-
copters tried to land. The pilot ran into intcnse
ground firc and had to scoot out immediately. In
the din of battle, the men trapped inside their bun-
kers did not see the helicopter. and they ashed
about .

Hovninasworan: ™
[heavy machme-gun tire ] iond now we're putting
more ordnance on llu goddamned stull (o try to
get ui there to you.”

With his helicopter dancing out. of range of
ground firc, Hollingsworth kept up his efforts.

HOLLINGSWORTH (to FAC): “*Get that stuff
v.orlung‘1n there! (To advisers): I'm gonna pick
up every one of you [ can. | want 6 get you all
back. I m gonna take all of you out that I can.”

.

He pot shot up with S0-cal

o ¢

JAninaudible re'plx came from the men trapped
below. .
HOLLINGSWORTH: “*Well, I'm gonna try it.”
Some, of .the ARVN troops caught at Locninh
decided to abandon their position and make a
runforitintothe woods. Two gf the American ad-
visers decided to do the same.
HOLLINGSWORTH:**This is Big Cloud Two-Five.
Stick with them little people and keep up on that
radio.” But there was no more radio contact with

" the two advisers.

Sull below were five other trapped men. Holl-
ingsworth spoke to one of them: **Ah, Chico-

- Whiskey, this is Two-Fiver. I'm going to stay with

you and I'm gonna do every goddamned thing |
can to get you out. God bless you.™

Another member of the advisory team in a dif-
ferent bunker came on the radio. also asking to
be taken out.

HovLLmGsworTH: **Roger, Oscar Four Chico,
right. I'll do it. and don’t give up, don't give up. -
We tried to get a low bird 1o you in there first
and it was shot all to hell. and we've gone back
and put more ordnance in there and we're still ~

and keep that [radio] net of yours open and talk\..gonna work with you. We'll be here all mght long;

to the FAGCs.”

INCL 10A1 LIFE AGAZINT
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Inciosure 10-A (LUontinued)

na do it. Don't give up.hope. Just pray as I've
been doing for you the last three days and just
hanginthere and God bless you. I'm gonna do cv-
erything in my power to get you out.”™ [To other
aircraft}: “Let’s keep layin® that stull in there.
And { hope you monitored my conversation with
Chico. This means we've got to stay with it.”

Night had fallen. and the Communists were
about to overrun the compound. Deciding the sit-
uation was hopeless. two of the remaining Amer-
icans also decided to make a run for it. They ra-
dioed their intentions to Hollingsworth, fiying in
the dark above.

HoLLINGSWORTH: **Roger.Chico. I'm irying my
goddamnedest, and cverybody else, the Air Force,
MACY and everybody else is behind this trying
to get you out. We care about you and we're still
trying. so go ahead into hiding there and take
that radio and keep it up as long as it works and

© whether 1 can still talk to you or not, I'm still

[~ SRR L S

going o try to get in there and get you out.”
Hollingsworth could see the Communist troops
storm the remaining defenses. He reported to the
other plancs what Chico was going to do and or-

deted continued saturation fire into the arca.
Hovusnaswortn: “Heas gonna hide in [loca-
won) and he's gonna want you to keep the en-
emiy's heads down all night. 1 will make another
attempt tomorrow to get in touch with them and
to teconer them.™ Then he switched call signals.
“Light-Three. it's Two-Fiver, over. Eight-Three,
Two-Fiver. over.” Pause. “*Chico. Two-Fiver,
over. Chico. Two-Fiver, over.”” There was a long
pause. and n a lower. discouraged voice Holl-
ingsworth said: **No contact with Chico or Eight-

Three as of this hour. Two-Fiver, out.”
HAROLD ELLITHORPE

-
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Scripas-Howord $tat! Writer =4
- BIEN HOA, South Vietnam — It was Mission~  “All this time the NVA were firing from the:
Impossible but Capt. John Whitehead, 29, of trees. One ARVN, hold.i:z1 onto Ripley's skids,
- East Point, Ga., did it. was shot in the back and fell off. Then arther -

The mission: land his light observation ©On¢ was knocked ofi.

© “Loach™ helicopter on a red-dirt road near *I was trying to pick it up but my ship’
+ battle-ruined An Loc and pick up three Ameri- Wwouldn't move. A Loach with the engine ar-

" rubber trees on cither side of the Toad.

. it. Others had been repeatediy driven away.

“ can military advisers who with 15 South Viet- mor we carry ls built to carry two peoble, just.
namese soldiers were surrounded by North two. It'll carry more, bul not this many more.

Vietnamese (NVA) firing from the cover of _  ‘*There were 11 people piled on &nd hanging _

_+ all over. The American sergeant in back with
‘One chopper had exploded in the air trying bloody bandage around his head weighed

) 240 pounds by himsell,
The soldiers on the ground were desperate, o .
. wounded men who had been in the jungle for I was mad and helpless. All my instru-
: days evading the enemy. Now they were duz ments had gone wacky. We were kicking up

. in under a big log beside the road, and the clouds of red dust. It flashed in my mind that

. him, and sat his little ship down on the road.

ey s being :;r;tr off their s':fkkes °."rl§u:$ this time I had strung it out 100 far. 1 figured
& daisy chai 1 S this was it. But I started kicking the Loach's
"‘::"‘ Whiehesd d o - ! ﬁdm' trying to get in the air just for a mo-
apt. Whitehead devise apan with Lt. Da-1 ment.
: vid Ripley, of Vidor, Tex. Capl \\’hnel;nead “Suddenly it started to move, just a little
woud xp n st Wi gunner 531 Ray Waie| bt T ke kckims. The ship wis. shimmbing
! . s o ! ¢! and shakiag all over, like we were going 10
,%r‘!;r::rnrs ll:l;gkLtz h'i‘lp;?n‘;}f?“(;\s\lggml'::gh' Pip pivets. But it statted to bounce up and
! b ¥ " s P P~ down, Thea I got it to spinning around. All
i pers buzzed of directional ccntrol was lost. The Vietnamese
. “'rl"he}r‘e \&as another problemh hox\e\;'r Capt.  were ali hanging off the right side and the ship
‘hitehead saw it as soon as he raced in over was leading s.deways.
the trees, with ground f[ire popping around ““\ve were spinning around ard around ig the
cust lise som;.hn-n crazy and then went
bouncing off down the road. I heara «ne NVA
for survival. Theoretically, The South Viet- DO - )
| namese were to be picked up later and oaly fmr;g ads we t:c:‘unceddls, li' l:lllulr;‘\eslgomg :0
7 yards down the road and a e lime the
# the Americans lifted out in the Loaches. . <+ 4Ryn \ere still hanging onto the skids, and .

A Loach is a small craft with a buh ie nose.,  onto the legs of the Amer.cars

. about as sturdy as a baby bu23y. But those Coe
bloodied, exhau’;ted sheli- poundcd Vietnamese 1 coud see the trees ahead anc! knew 1
knew tha: to be left behind was almost cer- Wasn't going to make it so I stariec doing

these circles about five fect off the ground. I

The problem was something called iastinct

in! H N . ..
tainly to die. don't know how miarny poopie dropped oif, but -

“They all ran out from behind that log in & - pioio’ he was circling above me — toid me

. wild rush, all 18 of them,” said Capt. White- there were only nine on now — only nine —

I et B - ——— e e —en

head. *They lunged at the aircraft, clawing at A
each omher) It was badlam. I told Waite to 'n: somehow we started to lift.
_point his 60 (machine gun) at _the South Viet-. AbOut 2) feet m from of us an NVA in a

'l was mad and helpless. '
| figured this was it.' = N

on, hut not to shoot them. The ARVN jumped )
back nd the American$ piled in the back
seat.”
The Vietnamese twisted off Sgt. Waite's ma-
- chine” gun beit and pulled him to the ground. | X
_ He fouzht his way back to the Loach and then -
. the Vietnamese climbed all over, screaming
crying, trying to get or.
“Ripley, right bekind me¢, toucked down on
" the road for a sccond, saw what was happene
* Ing, and took off again, but nol betore [ive
ARVN jumped on his ship.

-
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Inclosure 10-8 (Continued)

i was hang
el or ¢ie'

(Continued {rom Page 3)

dirty grcen uniform ran out and lired point
blank at us with his AK 41. Others ran out all
along the treeline and began [liring.

*} knew ) was taking hits. 1 could hear the
metal just tearing way, like popcorn popping.
When they're right underneath it's a sickening
feeling when they open up on you. We tonk a
round in the fucl tank and-began spewing gas.
We took two 51 caliber machine gun hits in

the rotor blades, hut we were still flying.

The little buggy wouldn’t quit,
"BLOOD SATURATES SHIP
““Another round came right up thru the
pedals past- me, thru the American ser-
geant’s hand in back and blood blcw all
over the windsh.eld. By now the ship was
saturated with it. .
*] was having a terrible time cortroling
the aircraft. We staggered just up over the
" tree-tops about a 100 feet, siill Jeaning side-
Then this one ARVN crawled up from the
right skid and tried to craw! in with me. But
there was no way to get in. Got one arm
wrapped around me, then the other :nterlocked
with my arm. Everytime he heard shooting he
tried to crawl in further. He was abour to
make me wreck the ship, which was wobbly
and shaking. 1 couldn’t get any more aliitude,
the engine scemed about to quit, and this guy

- bad me in a death grip. We were alrecady

leaning so far to the right that if he pulled my
steering arm one more inch we were going
into trees.

)

1 kept yeliing in my radio to my command-
ing officer (fly:ng in another chopper over-
head) that if | could get to this little bastard
on my right 1 would beat the hell out of him. I
said il we ever landed 1 was going to get out
and just beat the living hell out of him.

‘HANG ON OR DJE’

*But I've got to hand it to all of them. |
dragged them 18 miles thru the trees, all
wounded and bleeding, and they had the guts
to hang on. It was hang on or die. .

“And thehn, finally when we made it back

-—

-

this poor little guy, got off. He was the small-
est of them all. The others just lell off the
chopper and collapsed. But 1 looked at him
and he was like some half-dead little animal —
red-cycd, filthy dirty, blood soaked all over his
front, and just surt of standing there weaving
and looking at me. Then he clasped his hands
tozcther, bowed his head, and collapsed.”

Back at his Dien Hoa bhase, Capt. Whitchead |,
was ashed what waould happen if he had to do
it all over again, He said:

**1 don’t know if 1 cduld do it again. Yeah, 1
wauld do it again, but | don't know if 1'd make
it this time. The more 1 think about it the
more ridiculous it secms."’

Dream or not, Capt. Whitehead has been
awarded the Silver Star for bravery and rec-

ommended for the Mcdal of Honor. s
— e — -
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7 Army Cobras
. | \; Blast Tanks

‘: Near An Loc

1

|

]

- \l" . - A Y
L:. ~ _‘( . e
PR A ' . Army/Bell AH-1G Cobra helicopter gunships
.\.' r. 7 firing 2.75-in. HEAT rockets destroyed 8
\ O ~a number of Soviet-buill T-54/55 tanks oper-

ated by the North Vietnamese army during
street fighting in An Loc Apr. 13-15 Two
tanks above were hit during highting on Apr.

1S by a Cobes trom Battery £, 79tk Aeric!

o W sy

Field Artillery, 8 unit of the 3rd Brigade, st

_ ) ! . Cavalry Div. Tank in foreground has been

. e {! . 1 :  knocked out. Note burning tank in rear. At

K o : " {4 lett is & closeup of the gestioyed tank,

! :  showing what appears to have been cam-

- ' oufiage material attached 1o 1 During the

' I ) - penod from Apr. 1 through May 1t whith

e ¢ e . ;. Included the hghting around An dar Ihe

A . oo™ . - ; o snil claimed 10 Soviet-built tunk & tinabigyrol

- . : o . R R R et - el anuther sia dameged  (HRr desireys)

. ~e iavks Included four PT-TR sinphithintis e

/ ! : hinina. Al the rest weib T-84-Lbg Ihe sl

4 A "t 8 ylwined 19 Wuske Hashopod and Loi

. . s : o+ .0 Gamaynd, Bishg Wit fwA Anii-sircratt guns

s . ) . . . and 8 numba’ &f meriare, rocket taunchers
o ey : I!;CL 10C1 AVIATION “"E{J\ 22 AFRIL * andlight srtiliery. - -t
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T-54/55 burns in the streets of An Loc. (above) blocking the path of a second tank, which also was destroyed. Below, another T-54/55 was
destroyed after its crew apparentiy attempted to conceal it by driving it into a building. Army has moved to increase its anti{ank capability
by bringing additional Cobras, equipped with Hughes TOW anti-tank missiles, into South Vietnam (awast May 15, p. 18).
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1 LONG THANH, South Victstroyed at least Q.
I Nam, Aprll 31—=The men of}tanks iy T el
11 | be Broe Max don't ask esoter-| ‘e feel, ot Joast, - we're I8
§ le questions such s why they buying time for the ..Vlﬂ' R
* ¢! Hore fa Viet Nam or what (he | pamese,” McKay sald. “Ounce 1§ 3
L3 wusuummupuu'u-weymmnpumg e,
' {41 '} complish in the war. ~ .- Loc, they have open ro8d.” ‘:.
S *“The sttitude of our people 1s | - McKay noted proudly that & AR
o1 Ul completely professional,” said|dozen Cobras ftrom ‘his wnlt G
’ have flown every day, eftenp » flg;

Ms). ‘Larry  McKay, 3, of
Charleston, 8. C- His belicopter
Wit derives its name from the
term for the old German lIren

——p et = e

**They doa't even - ask, be
cause wé don't even know our-
selves,” be said. *We fjust
luv: enough falth in our eoun-

PRAp -

Fills Specialized Role -

. The professionalism of the
Blue Max qualifies it as one of
the Army's few elile units re-
malning in Viet Nam and also
explains its specialized role in
dattilng the Communist ofleo
slve 60 miles north of Salgon.

.*We have encountered the
heaviest ground-to-alr fire ever
found in the Viet Nam war
within -South Viet Nam,”. Me-
Kay sald. "We even belicve
the Intepsity of the fire may
exceed that s Southern Laos

e ey wel
te o e o g g e e

after receiving bils from ene-|.
my machine guns. B
“Our pllots have been fiylng} "
11 to 12 hours & day ia ‘peak
periods,” be sald. “As small}’
as they are, American assels| .
have been very critical in the
entlre battle.” -
The critical role of Amerlcan} ¢ ..t - ", 7 0
alrpower—including jet bomb-| -v. .
ers aod fightcrs o3 well as - ;
helicopters = was particularly |~
crucisl yesterdsy end today in
fending ol sssaults by bun- LI
dreds of North Vielnamese! . .- ’
troops with tanks. ’ 2 '
Heavy -sntiaircraft fire pro-
tected the - Communlsts, who
fired more than 2,000 rocket
and mortar rounds into the
town. Indicative of the serious-
pess of the battle was the fact
that Amcrican B-528 yesterday! .
flew seven missioos in the An:
Loc region.”- - !

SN

e )

.
Yy
o

o reElorey day of this offend| .-
sive we weren't expecling, .t
: nearly the intensity of the aali-! | -
long, 'thin Cobra helicopters IirCl}gﬂ fire," lﬂyd Capt. Bill; [N
. flown bythe Blue Max with Causey 2, o -Bhdenboro! .
frustrating repeated Commu-| N . v S " .
lst assaults on the provinclal | Cqusey's Cobra was bit four}”. .
capial of AnLoc. - straight- days but bas pever ' -
. Destroyed § Tanks . crashed. . - - " R S
The Blue Max bas poured McKay volled in on the Sovk, . . iy T E
| machine gun fire and roceis et-built tanks the first day they ;- =~
77" |into enemy concentrations sur- roared thru the streets of An| -
>, "| rounding An Loc ‘and has de- Loc, - - ce
- e Couldn's Bomb Qlty 7~

during’ the incursion ‘last
year™ " R
American officers credit the

1

- .

| " *“The Air Forece wasn'i: =
cleared to bomb In he city | R
because they'd cause too much!

Y _ R
(X b RN -

: P damage,” McKsy explalned.; - .0 -'."
. - “So we went h\‘with_lntiunkl‘v‘.f".' o
L A . |rockets on our birds. There . A
! Ax . * dwere three of them [tanks] b!'.
Lot + . 1 downtowa An Loc.” =" T Y
4=t b K .. McKsy scored 3 direct-hit on
, l., o jone tank, (han-Causey rolled in
i < ?lon the next two. “One ol the
}.‘ ..+ jtanks spun out as U i were
. ’f‘. . +1lost,” - Causey said. “I .don't
: e .+ !think the drivers’ koew “what
A e o tthey werodoing” . [T
:3"; s ~| Meday sald, “We proved
ey . that & Cehra, s -1 with the .
. !'F" ) ; : o oroper typd of ricscta, flying S
' '..' N et e e thmhlnl;ch ur.ua;:s.u{t fire, | -
»- J N o . \’ ) ;' . y R bRl CHNERS I .
--<_t'\1.1-. | R 2 R \9 ‘“‘::_‘:i b -fm adck out  tank.” 7V,
-+ *1aCL 10C3 .CHICAGO TRIBURE J
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. The successful evacuation of apprqxlmatfiy 6,{00 ARVN troops .

" competerce displayed by these htrdwork Vﬁ por“onTel have been /
o . : ,

VEFARIMLNE O he AR T "
KEZADQUARTERS, 3RD DR;G)DE (EE , .. _. T
! 18T CAVALRY DIVISIQN {AIRMC; X&) - - .
OFFICK OF THE COMMuNJING C3 ;'Mu ‘
AronuuurnAqucp.0541’ -

. . . 5 ' . . ‘ i “‘AL_;'V
AVDACG oL |6 keritagna

]
.
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SUBJECT: Letter of Commendatlon e

R .
Commanding Offlcer ' e Lo
229th Assault Hellcogter Battallpn
3d Brigade (Separate

Ist Cavalry Division (Alrmoblle) -

AP0 San Franclsco 96490 / C

1. | wish to take thls opportunlty to ( ymmen your| organl=
zatfon for the significant contrihution ut hai made to the
history of the US Army and Army avlatlo; durlpg the period
of 4 through 13- April 1972, The terolc ictlo;s.of lyour
aviators have contributed Immeasgrably i+ the pverall suc-
cess of the ARVN soldiers and US gdviso| ; defgnding An Loc,

and refugees from Bu Dop, while under || tense antlflrcraft

fire was both a tactical as well gs a hjpanitjrianivictory,

Heavy automatic weapons fire dig not desr yo\r tr?op- il /
4

carryling helicopters from perform|ng cry tical reinforcing

misslons at Nul Ba Den end &n Loc, The flre upport "o
rendered by your attack hellcopters fro; both cavalry S |
troops and the aerial fleld artillery b !ttery was pivotal. -
In tlppln? the scales in favor ¢f the dfFendqrs on numers= ' /
ous occaslons., ) H ‘ !

2, The contributions of your oytstandl g mal;tenance
organization during this period were ke to mrsslon success,
While fiylng a total of 4,018 hours, which exeeded the ,
USARV standard br 1,678 hours, yoyr avitlon jpalntenance !
personnei malntained an scmirable 62,5 iercer; operatioral :
readiness rate, Tnis remarkadle pircrait av«:Ia ITlty rate _ .-
Insured trnat alr essets were alyays avg iablg to support

the tactical sltuation, The morale, eg|rit, pnd.professional .. -

outstanding .throughou; this crl

;1gal PY,; do
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16 April 1972 1 -

) SUBJECT: Letter of .Commendat lon ‘ _ . !
2o “ Misslon ac ' ;- ly be per- - - - '
IR Misslon accompllishments such as these can on , S ;

;srmed by well=tralned, hlghl¥ mot lvated personneY. Again, R /
let me commend you and each of your men for thelr magnifi= -

* cent display of courage, compassion, and professiona Ispe . |
' The FIRST sz will always exist as long as It hfs men by )

your callber, T B 1 3
sy @t 247
co L T AMES B, HAMLET T Lt .
: X ' Brigadler General, USA [ - - D
o . Commanding | -+ . . 8
1 ] . e i Al_ ‘l'."'.. . ‘ ..'(,‘ -i' '.
' : " s “-
, A . . o ! . ~ -" o Vo |
T g e T ot —h
. ' i ' { s es —-:-hr* "
/" ! T i j
/ : - [} ' '—1. . [ ] * “ :' i . .‘ ‘;.
. K 1) 3 B P ‘
o ’ i 17 L i
-— - ’ r /.’ —3 4.‘ . .___.__.__',._ ' -{_’ -, L ~ . ) \ [
/ 3 L ! . ' N
Sy [} ( L , | :
. ‘ . a . - ; .f:
' ) ‘. . ¢ H '
\ ‘ ) ' 4 ‘
N ow .-i- N VI '.v-ﬁ‘ \‘ @ . 9 tes . 1'
: . i . !
1} ] I3 .
..‘\ ! .
“h ' | ., ~ .
o 4 ; o .‘Z_..
) - 3 N . ::L..'
. e SRS N -‘i'. TR ) _{:
- ! , L , 4?\7. . er rj_; !'. - —"*—"*:"'j - T .”:.,
¥ . 4 ) ‘ . 3' ¢ r
. K . ) . ' ‘
- b, A
t- . ! » « , ) - |
b ' "-_"" '” 1y . ) . s ""“50 ' L ! . -
[} . " ‘ . . ‘_L-\' ,..‘ '?". g . [IAY ll.'\l {.~. R
) o L [ i . Y <
{ 4 . " A ‘|1 :'| . | ', ’ . :
t - o ! J,' - ' q R . l ' i i :
Jv:ll \‘ Y \ f ,, [ ‘,‘;. ‘.’ ‘. . : '[ :l ] i
‘ Y [ o \ ! . . Y, ‘
’ ' A - i . !







!
)
]
‘
K
:“

- — o mealan

.- ! .
WITNESS STATEMENT

LTC McConnell dintinguished himself on 19-20-21 June 1972 while serving
ag Com=ander of tho holicopter assats supporting the 1st Alrbore drignde,
Adrbone Division, Aruy of the Republic of Vietnum, Tho 18t Abn Rde's
rmission was to move from An loc, Rinh Long Provinee, RVN along Highway 13
to the vicinity of Tun Canh XT 758762 for Air extraction, The 1at Abn
Bde enpapged in fierco, Lrutal, fighting with an enomy reiiment in bunkers
along QL 13 und the plickup zono, Duec to tho hoavy fiphting and intonso
ground=-to-nir firo dircectnd towsrds tho holicoplers, the piekup nono had
to bo rolocated on two diffcrent occniions even thourh no pickup wns
mnde on the 10th and 20th Junc, due to heavy pround attacks aguinst the
1ot Adrbone Bripgade, LIC McConnell utili{zed all the holicopter uasots

at his command to asaist in turning buck the enemy attacka, ‘Throuphout
theno two duys LTC McConncll flow fron oarly mornine to lnte evening in
hias C.C, coordiunling nirgtrikon, artillory fire, cobra atriios and nir
cavulry oporutionn, Durlng thosc two dunya LG McCounoll contlnuoualy
dodped honvy manll arus firo, 30 eal., 50 enl, flro anl bthe new heat
nookinp fA=/ ninale ul low lavol flirht to anguro proper coordinatlion of
all ansots, On tho 20th of June the anti-aircraflft firo was so dntense
thnl two hollcopter punnhips wera shot down within minutos by SA-7's,
Throughiout this LTC McConnell continucd Lo stay on stntion, flving low
level to usaist in the search for the down craft, Undoterred by.lhe
heavy firo LG McConnell continucd the search until bolh downed aircruft
wore locatod and ground troops could bo guided to thc aircraft, On 21
June T/C McConnoll, apnin [lying C.C, vegcan the direction of th. sue-
cesnful oxtraction tho 1st Alrbone Ariwde, Aguin the pickup zono was
ringod by larpo, deiorminod enemy foree, Daternined to accouplish the
nission LIC McCouncll, braving the cnchy continuous hoeuvy prouid to air
fira, kopt his halicopter over the pickup zone coordinuiing the con-
tinuous mirstrikes, helicopter gunships artillery and air cavalry to
sunnress the enemy fire, Asain two more gunships were shot Jown by the
34-7 missles end as beforc LIC lMeConnell exposcd his aircruft to the
heuvy fire to direct the successful air rescue of the downed creocwmenvers,
Througnout the rcmainder of the day as the air extraction continued LIC
YicConnell repeatedly exnosed his aircraft to insure the suceessful air
extraction, LTC licConnell's efforts and bravery were heavily responsible
for the greut success of the air extraction and the heavy amount of cas-
ualities trie eremy suffered, There were 96 enemy killed during the three
duy of fipgnting with 32 enemy killed by &ir support of all types and two
POJ's including nn enemy company corrisnder, LIC iiCConnell's renented
acts of bravery of the 19th, 20th Junc ard especlially the 21st of June,
were un inspiration to all who served with him, His fellow aviators,

‘inspired by tris examplc of dsring bravery, leadership and determina-

tion to accomplish the miasion, apuin wnd apain flew into the hoavy enomy
fire to succosafully completo tho oxiraction of thc 1st Airbone firigade,

CLAREICE E, DONALDSCN
Dcp Sr Adv
i 15t Abn Bde (ARVN)
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