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PROPOSED CITATION 
.. 

. ·- .. . 
· ,_. ·.• -. , FRESIDE~"TIAL UNIT CITATION 

-, . 
AWARD OF THE FRESIDE?-.'TIAL UNIT CITATION BY THE FRE5IDE~T ~F THE UNITED 

STATE.5 OF ~ICA TO THE FOl.WtJING UNIT OF THE A.fll'.ID FORCES OF-THE UtUTID 
STATtS IS C0NFIRKm IN ACCORDANCE WITH fARAr.rRAPH ~94, AR 672-5-~. 

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELIC0Pl'ER BATTA.LION, TASK FORCE "GARRY ONEN11 , FIRST 
CAVAJJi.Y DIVISION (AM) AND ASSIGNED AND ATTACHm UNITSi - • ' 

. . . . . . 
HHC, 229ffl AHB, TASK FOOCE "GARRY O·IEU-1, 1ST CAV DIV (AM) 

DETACHKEhT l (GS), HJiC, .-,229th ABB,. TASK FQRCE "GARRY OilEN11 , 1ST CAV DIV (AM) 
. . : • • , .. 

CCMPANY A, 229TH AHB, .J'ASK FORCE 11G>..~Y Qt.'EN", lST CAV DIV (AM) 
... , .;~•-/- -' . ,. 

CCMPANY B, 229TH AHB/''TASK FOOCE 11GA.lulY CWEN11 , 1ST CAV DIV (AM) . . .• 

cCMPANY I), 229TH AHB, / J:'!-SK FORCE 11GARRY o-IEN••; 1ST 9·Av nrv· (AM)· 
t' • t, I 

• ,, . . . 
F TROOP, 9TH CAVAlE!, 229TH AHB, TASK FOR~~"GARRY OO~w., '1ST CAV DIV (AM) 

. , . .. . 
• • "t~ ;._- . • 

F BATmY, 79TH AFA,:· 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE 11GARRY OWEN", lST CAV :D~Y (AM) 

• )62}.'D AVN ~PANY,· 229l'H AHB, TASK FORCE '.'GA..!ffiY O·IEN11 ; 1ST CAV DIV (AM) 
~ . . , , , " . . ··~· ~ . . 

' .... • -- !' . , .... •. • .• 
THE CITATION READS AS FO~S: ., 

• I • y• 

. THE 229TH ASSAULT HELIC0Pl'ER BATTALION DISTINGUISHED ITSELF BY 0UTSTANDI?O 
FERFOOMAta: OF DUTY AGAINST HOSTILE FORCES DURitrz TP..E PERIOD 5 AFRIL 1972 
THROUGH 7 JUl.Y 1972 \·JHIIE COMMITTED TO ACTI0K IU SUPFORT,. OF THE . GVN DEFEND:ERS 

_ OF THE l>R0VINCIAL CAP..l'.l'A1-.PF· AN l.OC BINH l.OI-;G J.R0VINCE DURit-.'G THE t.VA "NGUYEN 
HUE" OFFENSIVE. ~ :O(!GJ(~~ COURAGE, DSI'ERMINATI0N, AND INGEl\'UITY THE 
'lROOPER!i OF THE 229TH · OVERC»~ THE DIFFICULTIES ENGENDF.REO BY THE ImRODUC­
TI0N OF NEli \-IEAroNRY::·BY THE ~ AND THE MOST INTE?-SIVE VOlln·fE OF ANl'I­
AIRCRAF'l' ARTI..LlERY f~-y~ ;µ~RIENCEp, ~!HIIE SUPPO:tTIKG A?--41) ~USTAINIOO THE 

• BElEAGUERED ~~::-THE END!Y ONSLAUGHT. THE SUCCESSFUL DEFEAT OF • 
THE ENEMY BY THE ~~'l?f "GVN woum HAVE B~N VASTLY MCRE. ·FR0LONGED AND 
OOOTU WERE IT ~ TO.ft THE IW AUJAB~E SUFf-oRT RENDER1'D BY THE 229TH AHB. THE 
OUTSTANDIW DEVOTION TO DUTY, PERSl'VERANCE, AND EXTRAORDINARY HF30ISM OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE 229TH ;AHB JJn) '-ATTACHED ELD~NTS urmm THE Y.OOT HAZARDOUS CON­
DITIONS A..~E IN KEEP~TWTHE FINEST~TRADI'f'IONJ OF 'I:HE UNITED STATES ARMY 
AND REFIBCT GREAT CREDIT UPON THEY.SE:i.VE31 THE ARY.Y, AND '!HE UNITED STATF.S 
OF »::ERICA. • . - • 



·! 

f 

h..rt II. t.:nit~ att.cl~-i 11•J !" l" , ' (' ''" f' ;,,r I f : T "1., ,,;· d r ;~r ;•. ; :• ··:Ll t::ut 
Citation: 

lllill 

l. 'lroo;:., F (Air) ')11: Cwv.lry ~ :~;r ·1 ,lul '.'2 

2. l1ltU!rY F (~!!d.Ml Artil­
lery) 79th Arti 11 .. :-y 

J. 36.:!nd Jwhti~n Cc:-. ;-..ny 
(A~~ault S·..:r;·crt !l,,11-
eop~r} 

1 ,l'f":,i ·l~nthl t:rlt Citl-U c•:i 
2~ l<"t (, ~. U.1 ... 1 :.:(, :;ov (,~, 
11.;, ~L- ~O 2] :-:.•-r U 

P.1.rt III. Un! tR A, i; iz,;ned and ~;ot ~co:"' 1·.-.ror, ,t for Av..Lrrl of ltf>r,iclential 
Unit Citation: 

hi.rt JV. i!,atr. lt tach~d an,l };ot H,.,co:Jr. ,.nded for Al.';J'cl of frcsiicntial 
Unit Cit.Uon: 

N/A 

Jt 
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Inclosure S 

1,ISTI?G OF ASSIGl~D & A'l'TACH;,P UllITS 
I 

fARTICIPATING UNITS 

~t 1. Uni ta assigned and· recoznmended for Avard or the Presidential Unit 
Citation: 

lllill IE.~IOD [REVIOUS UNIT DECORATIOllS 
AND DA'l'l'~ 

1. Headquarters, 229th 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 PUC 23 Oct 65 - 26 Nov 65 
Aviation Battalion (Com- USlRV GO 21 Sep 67 
poaite) (Assault Hellcop- • MUC 1 Sep 65 - .30 No•.· 66 
ter) (J.irmobile Brigade - USARV GO 17 - 2.3 Air 68 
Separate) . Cross or Gallantry w/Palm 

9 Aug 65 - 19 l~ 69 
GO 159 25 Sep 69 

2. Detacbnent 1 (General 5 Air - 15 Jun 72 PUC 27 Dec 66 
Supf Al't) Headquarters, USARV GO 7 - 2.3 Apr 70 
229th Aviat~on Battalion 
(Composite~ (Assault 
Helicopter (Airmobifo 
Brigade - Separate) 

). Compa.iv A (Assault Hell- 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
&ttalion (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile Brigade -
Separate) 

4. Company B (Assault Hell- 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th .Aviation 
Battalion (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile BriJade -
Separate) 

s. Compaey D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72 
229th Aviation Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault Bell-
copter) (Airmobile Brigade -
Separate) 

. ,t 
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Inclosure 4 (Conttd) 

4 •. Canb~t ·oama_ge ~d Casualties Sustained 5 Ap~il l'T!2 - 8 July l'l12: 

Date/Time Location Unit Mission A/C Da!taE;:e c·ause Casualties 
· - .-.. •. · . 

• f , . 

Spt TRAC and 5th AnV~ Hvy,· 2 Hits·.~ ·-' 51 Cal Apr 0512.30 725065. MAX Ker, 
051230 • 725065 J.~AX Spt "TRAC and 5th A.'iVN Lt, l Hit . ... . 51 Cal NeR 
051530 75975.3 Y.AX Spt 'ffiAC and 5th A.TtVK CBL, E>cploded • SA-7 2 l-~IA 
061200 672572 · F/9 Spt, TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Hit •• sm· Anno Kee 
101400 787720 G.5 Spt 'ffiAC and 5th AilVN Lt 51 Cal 1 WIA 
lll.350 75888.3 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5t,h J..;1VK Lt J..05, 82 Ne~ 
111445 7.3288/• MAX Spt 'ffiAC and 5th ArtV?! Hvy 51 C~d 1 r!IA 
2Jl600 765645 ~ Spt TRAC and 5th AilVf~ Lt JO Cal ?\er, 

l·'.:1:, 7/ 131.0 723'://l 'l/t} !.iJ>t. 1nAC c1nd 5th A:(Vl\ }-)od •• A wlfl . nns ?\er; 
Hl2u5 755872 l✓. AX • !:iJJt. 'ffiAC and 5th A;\V~ • CB.L SA-7 2 1':IA 
.!.)0930 700875 .F/9 Spt TRAC and 5t"h A?.V'N Lt S!:1 A1*'s . 1 WIA 
131515 739872 F/9 Spt TRAC anc. 5th V.V?\ .i.t 5::1 Arn,s Keg 
221040 765785 KU Spt TRAC and 5th I.RV!\ CBL SA-7 2 KIA 
230650 755844 Y.AX Spt TRAC and 5th A.'t.Y';~ . ~t 51 Cal Neg 
3ll2.30 758871 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th /~V?i. i.t ·• .• . 51 eal Neg 

• 
Jun 081315 745785 ?-fAX Spt of KEDfVAC '• 

, i.-:oo ., ·.51 Cal ?\eg I 

081JOO 761779 !-~ED l-'.F..Dl'VAC I • • CBL . , ·. 
-5l · Cal Neg 

130905 758865 A-Co Spt TRAC and 5th . .av~ U?-:K S;:, . Al7,l!S l KIA 
191400 75Cf180 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th A~VN Lt 30 Cal· · Neg 
200620 769770 F/9 Spt 1st A.0..V~: ABK C.6:.., .$A-7 2 KIA . 
2008.30 785764 l-!AX Extract Y:ission • :-·,, Rvy . -• . . 51, 30 Cal Keg 
2ooe.30 · 78.3762 MAX Extract Mission ' ~ CBL.- • • ·'u-;JC • 2 KIA 
211510 75877.3 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th J.3.VN CBt. ., ,. SA-? l v:IA • I • 

221200 808848 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th A?.VK Keg 51 Cal 1 11-:IA 
241042 824795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th J.3.VI~ Hvy 51 Cal Xeg 
2411.35 824795 362 Extraction of Aircraft Lt Sm Anns ~!eg ., , ,. 

FC'a THE COO~DER: 

, 

,· ·, 



' INCLOSURE 4 - (Continued) 

Apr- 060800 • 
061130 

061402 
101740 
130935 

1.)1330 
1)1.).30 

1.31500 
1)1500 
1510.)0 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 
231245 

241645 

270655 
271015 

·~ 0118§0 

041430 
061335 

071530 
071610 

071118 

111000 
130925 
1309.30 
130955 

221200 

75588.) MAX 
775905 MAX 
755885 MU 

755seo Mil 

778818 }1,U 

764887 KU 

75688? )al 

6857.)6 MAX 
675995 F/9 

720973 • F/9 

777874 l'.AX. 
760886 MAX 

'737902 MAX 

715768 D-Trp 
712568 F/9 

721571 F/9 
• 77.3721 MAX 

759885 MAX 

755874 MAX 
686872 F/9 
700875 F/9 
752884 ),!AX 

7,7851 F/79 

VR . Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH 
. Spt of 5th · ARVN Eng en held ,\mmo dumps, 02 
• Ammo ·dumps dost, 10KBH 
l'R 16KBR • 
Spt • of 5th ARVN Eng 01 'en, .. 1 KBH 
Spt or 5th ARVN Eng 02 en }.rks, 02 trks des 
' VR • • 
Spt or 5th ARVN Des 1.3, 2f and 5 ton trks 
Spt of 5th ARVN Dos 06, 2{· and 5 ton trks 

aecondar-J explotions 
Spt "of 5th ARVN Des 01 Tank 
Spt of 5th ARVU Des 01 75HH llR 
Spt of 5th ARVN OLs OJ on 'i'o.nks, 01 Tanlc dam, 

02 'funks dos . ' 
Spt of 5th I.HVN Obs 04 en 'tanks, 03 Tunks dam, 

01 Tr..nk des ,, 
Spt of 5th ARV~{ Obs 05 en trks., 03 trks dam, 

02 trks des 
Spt of 5th .ARVN Obs UNK type en A/A site, 

• • , 01 ·A/A site dee • 
Spt of 5th .AftVN Obs and des 01 75?,il,i RR 
Spt of., 5th ,ARW Obs e.nd eng, o, en evad, 01 KBH 
Spt of ·5th '-RVN Obs ::.nd tng 01 en ;POL trk, 

d&s' 01 en FOL trk 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 01 Ul~K si~e trk',. eng 

and des 
Spt of 5th .tRVN Ob~ er.d · des 01 en 51 Cal pos 
Spt of 5th .iilitTN -Obs and des 01 -en. 51 Cal pos, 

03 · en · KBii, 
• • • I • •1• 

Spt ct 5th•ARVN Obs and des 01 
TRAC 

en ,7MM pos 

Spt TRAC 
Spt TRAC 

~·Obs end eng 01 ~n, 01 KBH ~ 
• • • Obs 02 ind hidins, eng, 02 

en KBH • 
Spt TR.Ac· • • Cbs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Spt TRAC Obs 02 ir.d in open., eng, 

. • . . 02. en KBH 
Spt TRAC., Close 25 en KBR, equip des 
Air Spt 
Spt of 5th ARVli Cbs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tunks des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs e.nd eng 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Spt ~of 5tlj ARVN Obs 02 2f ton trks, 01 ·trk des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs OJ ind fleei~g Tank, 03 

• en Y..BR . 
Spt TRAC Obs UNK no of Tanks and ind 1 

eng., 20 en KBH • 
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Inelosure 4 (Continued) 

205 ~A Regt - 11250 

101 Regt - 7{;/J 

429 Sapper Gp - 11 705 

203 TK Regt • 

lOR THE COMMANDE.J:t: 

,. 
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Inclosure 4 - lriendl1 and Ene~ Strength & Casualties 

l. friend~ (229th ABB) 

WAL TOE STR lH!. 

1366 8 . 

2. IMIIIJ" 

EST Sffl?OTH 

~ VC 1>1:r - 9,2.30 

Bq I: Spt 4,680 

275 Regt 1,sso 
174 Be,:t 1,500 

E6 Regt J.,~- ' 

7 NV.A DiY - 81600 

141 Regt 1,500 

165 Regt 1,500 

209 Regt 1,500 

lq & Spt 4,100 

9 VC Div - 9,2.30 

271 Regt 1,500 

272 Regt 1,500 

95c Reit 1,550 

lq & Spt 4,680 

69 J.rty Cor:mwld - 4,980 

~ & Spt 1,395 

42 Arv Regt 800 

208 Arty Regt 8.35 

271 AA Regt 800 

.-

. JI 

~ 

0 

/ 
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AVDAC0 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
0 

TASK FORCE "GARRY OWEN" ( PROVISIONAL) 
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRHOBILE) 

APO San Francisco 96490 

3 A~aust 1972 . 

SUBJBCTa. Reco-endation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Oitation 

; THRU: 

: T01 

Couandin1 General 
Third Regional Assistance Command 
APO San· Francisco 96266 

Commandin~ General 
United States Army Vietnam 
ATTN: AVHAG-DD 
APO San Francisco 96375 

: f 

1. Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-5-1, ~aragraph 
201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential -
Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism 
in action against an armed enemy during the period 5 April 1972 
through 7 July 1972 in the vicinity 0£ the Provincial Capital 
of An Loe, Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

2. During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
provided an all out effort of both personnel and units, making • 
a significant Lontribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive 
enemy effort in Military Region III. Faced with a multitude of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in 
a mid-intensity war environment .that had not heretofore been 
experienced. The heroism and professional competence displayed 
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the 
highest recognition. 

3. It is s~gnificant that af~er seven years of service in the 
Republic of Vietnam, the battalion's final and perhaps most 
s _i&nificant .combat support ro e, was one of as sis ti~& the GVN 

• I 

ii 
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I 

f 

' .... 
... . 

.. 

j 



t 
AVDACO 
SUBJECT: 

3 August 1972 
Recommendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Citation 

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date 
without the support of U.S. ground forces. The performance 
of this battalion during the period S April 1972 through 
7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit 
in the Vietnam conflict. 

10 Incl 
l. Sumnar, ~f J\ecOli'IJllendation 
2. &rrative M-., ... ~tion 
3. AO Hup 

~~-
COL, IN 
Commanding 

4. Friendly and Enez;zy Ci.sualtiPs and Stre1'1'ths 
5. Liisting of Uni ts 
6. Proposed Ciution 
7. Awards and Deeora tions 
8. St&ti!itical D.lta 
9. Extract S-3 Gpr.s Log 

10. St&ter.ents of ~itnesscs, letters of Corlmendatjon and News Stories 

J( 
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Inclosure l 

S~ OF RECOMMENDATION FW AW>JtD OF lRESIDENTIA.L UNIT CITATION: . 
229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION.,. TASK FORCE "GARRY Oi·:EN11 , FIBS't CAVAIBY 
DIVISION, U .s. ARMY • 

• MISSION: Conduct aerial support of GVN defenders of An r.o'c-LQc Ninh, to 
include armed helicopter gunship support., refugee evacuation., -~edical­
evacuation insertion-extraction of troop units and lo~istics resupply. 

CONCEPI' OF OPERATION: 

229th AHB provides aerial support to GVN defenders vicinity An Loe, Lo·c 
Ninh, Quan loi, staging initially out of SonP, Be., displacin~ as necessary to 
Lai Khe and Bien Hoa. 

EAF.CUTION: 

C4'l 5 April 1'112 elements of the 229th A.HB responded immediately with armed 
helicopter support for GVN forces in contact, began evacuation of A.RVN 
soldiers., U.S. advisors and VN civilians from lDcations critically threa­
tened by the enemy drive and canmenced logistical tes'upply operations. 
Despite the h~aviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encOWltered by Anny 
ainnobile elements, the 229th flying caval'rymen mlintained ti'}eir· -support 
continuouslj- throughout the 93 day period of the 'seige., • ''.. 

' I ' 1 1 

A• thi1 W&I not a separate combat operation by U.S. forces but support of 
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story-of the valiant efforts of 
the 229th A.HB are best seen, not in body-cout1t :·~ies but in tr.ore mundane, 
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements· of .... the 229th AHB flew over 
thirteen thousand sorties., transported over sixteen t.housan9 _1pe;-sonr.el, 
fired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 200 tons of 
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant °GVN defenders. This res~lted 
in the virtual destruction of four. NVA Divisions and J ~iJA Re~iments. - , , - . 
In an atmosphere approximating that of cooventiorial warfare that saw the 
introduction, for the first time into ¥.R III, of Soviet manufact~r~d annor, 
23 and J?Itir. A.AA and the SA-7 11Strelli" missile, the 229th AHB ne·ver faltered, 
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts ·of individual 
and collective heroism. • , • 

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied 
the proJ:Qganda coup inherent in his quest to capture the provincial capital 
was signalled by the insertion of the GV~ Chief of State, President Nguyen 
Van Thieu., into An Loe ~ith 229th AHB a;sistance•on 7 July 1972. 

The facts contained in the citation and ~his summary.are a matter of record. 



Inclos·,~-e 1 (Cor-tin:....ed) Suryr.~.:.ry or :{t>cc. ,'. Er:'ir-tior1 for .-~w::.i:c! of I'rP-ddcr.tin 1 
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Inclosure 2 - Narrative Description 

229TH AHB SUPPORT OF GIJN FORCES IN 'IHE BINH LONG COUNTEROFFEi~SIVE 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS 

In ear~ April l'l/2, 'NVA forces-continued the long-e,xpected Nguyen Hue 

offensive, begun earlier in MR I & MR II, with a massive thrust into MR III. 

The weight of the enemy drive, characterized by intense grrund ·~ssaults, . 
heavy indirect tire and armor in strength, fell f'irst upon Loe Ninh (See Incl .3). 

At 0530 hours, 5 April 1'1/2, Loe Ninh was brought under heavy attack bY. 

three regiments (275, 174 and Fi>) of the 5th VC/NVA Division. The~c Attacks 

were supported by 5th VC/lNA DIVARTY, and 69th ~·rr Car.mand consistfor: of 
,, . 

60/82 mm mortar, 107/122 mm and 240 mm rockets. A series of ground attacks 

p.it the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of Loe Ninh . , . , ., 
comp:,und. lat;r in the morning the beleaguered defenders . ·came under fire 

,, . . 
fran 105/155 mm howitzers captured by the enemy, _ill his· cr.:erw~elming attacks 

against several small fire bases north of lo~ Ninh. ,. 
' .. 

At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav was d;verted' fran ·J/L Cav AO patrol . . , , . . . , 

in the Bien Hoa area to Lai Khe and D Tr~, 229th AHB .. was dive-rtea. !rein Tay 
./ 

• • I • v• 

Ninh to Quan .1.oi to provide support to ARVN elQ!Ilents in contact. All air 

assets of 229th AHB were placed on 15 minute ale~t.for pos.sible evacuation 

missions throughout all of ¥.R III. Fire t~ams 
0

fr~ F/?9 AFA (Blue ?-:ax) 

were dispatched !ran Long Thanh to provide.supp:,rt in the vicinity of loc 

Ninh. As the Cav Troops and Blue Max arrived on statfon, it became apparent 

that Quan Loi had been overrun and An Loe was surrounded. The Cobras employed 

flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of 
. ~ ~ . 

enemy troops in the open areas of the overz-.in allied positions • 
• 

F.nemy AAA fire took its toll, however, with l AHlG 11 COERA 11 and crew lost, 

(1) 

,, . 



t 
a.nd 2 AHlO& damaged. The enemy anti-aircraft fire, consisting of 37 mm, 23 mm, 

51 Cal and small ams was of the highest intensity enco.mtered in the long 

history ·or Army air _operations in South Vietnam. Meanwhile, CH47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd (Assault Support Helicopter) aviation canpany and UHr slicks of . 
A/229 and B/229 were busily engaged in l:.he evacuation ·or ARVN _soldiers, US 

· advisors and civilians !ran Quan Loi, as well as the delivery ·of 11.5 rein­

forcements and l6 tons of logistics to the defenders of An Loe~ 

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of Loe Ninh still ~anRinP, on but 

the situation had continued to deteriorate. In order to provide more ~imc 

on target, the decision was made at 1100 for el-ements of 229th AHB to stage 
'4' 

·out ot Song Be for the aerial support of Loe Ninh. S-4/229 began the ship-

ment, by Cl.30, of FOL and Class V supplies ~or, reann and refuel of the 

229th AHB's ot'ganic aircraft. A jump operations center ,.._as established at 
,, , . 

' . , . 
tiong Be by S-.3, 229th A.HB to operate the airfield and coordfrrate missions 

• 
• 

for the aircr&ft. The re-arm, re-fuel point and airfield were f.µly o'pera-
. 

tional by l.435 hours. Gunship operations cpn~µJ4ed thr0t:,gi)ou.t the loc 
• ' .,.. .. - i • • • • • 

Ninh/Quan wi/An loc area with no abatement in ground · to air,fire. 
•• • I - 1t • 

By 7 April it was apparent that Loe Ninh 0would soon founder under· the 

sheer weight of enemy numbers. By midmorning, ?NA infantry and · tanks had . . . 
overrun the middle compound and NV A were re:!!lovi.ng captured ARVN artillery 

for their CMn future use. A life and death drama began unfolding in earnest at 
. . . 

the n0w-split compound manned by American advisors and their Vietna.'Tlese 

counterparts. MG Hollingsworth, '!RAC CG, made the decision to eva.cuate the 

U.S. advisors at l.oc Ninh (Incl 10-A, LIFE)fagazine Article, 21 Apr 72). 

His plan wa~ to hit the enemy infested a.rea as hard as possible with USAF 

TAC-Air -to knock out the A.AA site·s, use CS gas to temporarily stun the 



f 
, 

enemy, send in a "heavy pink team" from F/9th to check out the area for enemy 

res,istance, and then run a canbat assault of H/75th Rangers onto the strip at . 
loc Ninh to pick up the U.S. adviso~s. After the·Tac Air prepara~ion was 

ccmpleted, t.he "heavy pink team" went in. The scout approached the strip . , · 

frcm the soo.theast at tree top level, with the low "cobra" above him 1,000 . . 
!eet and the high "cobra" ~p another l, OJO feet. Approximately· five kilo­

meters out from the strip over the rubb?r plantation surrounding ~he are~, 

the team took intensive .51 -cal fire which continued the entire way into the 

objective. Upoo reachine the strip, the scout reported inten~ive P,round to 

air fire and numerous . hits in his aircraft. The Tac air strikes and. tbe CS 

had been ineffective against the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk 
. . 

and worsening weather forced curtailment of furthet rescue effo~ts that day . 
• 

The advisors• last radio transmission pri6T to,be:tng overrun 
. ' . ~ . , stated that 

they would try to evade to the south. • 

With the fall of Loe Ninh, it became apparent that the next .~nemy tar-
., . . . ~ , . . . ·- , . . . 

get would be the prov.;i.nci.a.l . capital of Ai1 Loo . ..,.. The ..... ca,.pture ·<:>f-a provincial 
.;.• I'" · · •••• 

I 
• • • I - •,• 

capital would be a proPag&nda coup for the onamy and would yield the ~A . , 
the opportunity to _;!fl~:~j ;;,revolutionar:· gover~~nt in 

0

the hea_rt1:,a-nd of 
~~· .... 'I . ti: · · · 

Y.R III. The decisiol(-Was made by GVN to hold An -1:oc at all costs. (See 

Inclosure 3). 
.. · .. . 

_ 0r-. ~ : • ' • • ~, 

The battle of ·.At{'"1:'.oc' ' can be· characte.rized by five distinct periods. 

The first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and l~-22 Apr 72 were characterized 

by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated 

infantry and annor attacks. 
,, ,, . 

The second and fourth periods, from 15 Apr -

18 tpr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were periods of resting, refitting, re­

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging P,ersonnel and equipnent 
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battles. In addition to the annor support, the 69 Artillery Ccr.JT:and and its 

three regiments (42, 208 and 271) &upPorted the offensive. The 208 Rocket 

Regt wae· in general support or the 9 VC Division, and its three subordinate 

bat'talions were located approximately 7-10 km !ra:i An 1£>0. The 42·Rocket 

Artillery Regt was also in general support, with its three 'sub~inate bat­

talions also located around An .Loe. ·The third regiment, which ·nad been re­

cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-AircrAft ~eP,t. The regiment 

and its subordinate battalions rinr,cd Ari Loe with almost constant, intense 

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first time, ni III expcrienc~d 23 mm 

anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (S1RELLA) missiles we~e also employed in the An Loe 

area in a general support role. Additionally during Phase I, the 429 Sapper 

Gp(-) pirticipated, employing at least three s~pper battalions (9, 13, and 

14) in a supf()rt role. The sapper units, which were cozr.p~etel.y familiar with 
', . . I , • 

the Binh Long-Binh Duong area and the trans-shi~ellt FOints, w_ere used pri-

marily as car.mo-liaisonpersonnel, guiding th~ main force unit thr~ugh the. area. 

The 229th AHB was tasked with aerial support in' conjunction· with USAF 
• • r I • • • ' 

' .,.. - , .. . . . 
and VNAF TAC A.IB and aerial resupply drop:, and B-52 strikes (tncl 10-D) . . In order to 

•.. • I ~ •, • 

cut tum-around time for the task, the extensiTe FOL/rearm facility at Song 

Be was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to lai ~he for support of the An 
. ., . 

l-OC defenders of the perimeter. By nightfall the lai Khe staging area was 

canplete and fully operational with the S-3 jump operations cer.ter. 
. . . . . 

10 - 12 April 1972 saw a ccotinuation of the fierce contention for An 

we. Qmships of both CAV Troop:, and Blue Y.ax were continuously on station 

providing close aerial support for the defenders.in the block-by-block, - ,, 

house-to-house contest for control of the.besieged city. AAA fire continued 
. 

in ever increasing volume. While CH-47's of 362nd began the airlift of re-
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t 
tugees !ran Bu Dop to Song Be, lift ships of A/229 responded to the call for 

help at Tay Ninh. · During the night the radio relay station at Nui Ba Den 

mountain ,had been overnm, with seve:ral U .s. and ARVN persomel killed or 
. 

wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three lifts, inserting 90 ARVN 

reinforcements and evacuating casualties; each ship taking r.its_on every 

litt, with two A/229 cre'Wlnen wounded. 

Possibly the single most heroic act of the entire i.oc Ninh/An .Loe 

operation occurred mid-morning April 8th; when a D Troop l.DH, piloted by CPI' 

John Whitehead, rescued nine pcr&onnel evading s~uth frm. Loe Ninh to A~ ·loc. 

(Incl lo-B). Responding to a radioed SOS fr~7i the four American advi-
,, 

sors, CPI' Whitehead landed under withering enemy fire only to have his air-

craft swamped by desperate A.~VN soldiers seeking.to escape from the Co~.unist 
, ·• , 

foes surrounding them. With 9 people clinging to the airc.raft and enemy fire 
,, , . 

increasing CPT vJhitehead did the only thing -posgj,bil.e. He . ski:JJped, • bounced 

and literaU.v forced hi~ overloaded aircraft into the air wit~ nine su~j,v:ors 

clinging desperate~ to the tiny helicopter. By._ .• 2130 h'ours, J,2 April, the 
• • , I • • . 

\ ,., ~ .. .. - . . 
evacuation of 1500 ARVN Troops, 2,000 civilians, six 105 ?:lili howitzers arrl 

I 
• • ,. I - 'f' 

two 155 mm howitzers !ran Bu Dop to Song Be was• co=ipleted by CS-47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd ASH. . . 
13 April saw the rescue of the 11 wounded A~erican advisors frar. the 

hotly contested soccer field at An Loe by efements of the 229th. As ~he enemy 

intensified his pressure upon the city with annor and infantry, the first 

tank kill was scored by F/79 ' IJ'A. This was accompanied by the kill of 21 

trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of the 229th AHB. 
~ . The tank-shoot con-

tinued through the 15th of April proving the deadly capabilities of the attack . . . . . 

helicopter against annored vehicles. (tA'c.t. /:> --(;. While Cobra gunships 
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of D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to GVN forces in An Loe 

and to the relief column attempting to forge north from Chon Thanh up enemy 

controlled Ql. 13 to the embattled capital, Blue Max flew ~ship cover· in 
J . • 

11upport of the VNAF insertion ot troops in the vicinity of Quan µ>i and Chon 

Thanh-lai Khe. 

On l6 April an enemy round detonated the ARVN ammunition dump at Lai Khe 

rendering the re-ann re~1\iei point at that location unuseable. S-41229th AHB 

immediate~ shifted reann ·and refuel operations to Bien Tloa iind suppott opera-

tions continued without rnuoc. The followinr: morninf' a s ~oon a:1 the oonfla-
• 'I ' 

gration had ceased, S~4/229th AfiB again shifted ream- refuel operations back ,, 
to Lai Khe, accanplishing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa­

cilities over. a distance of 37 km in 24 hours with no i:ause in support , . , , 

• operations. •. ~ ·-:;.~:· ;.~:- 'i ~ ,, . • 
. -'"'t · ·· · r- . ,i , :--, : ', ' ,,• .. 

Heavy enemy ~(t~ery banbardment and amor-supported infantry attack 
• • I J ' 

upon the city of An.~ continu_ed through the period 17 April through 17 Y.ay 
~l:-~~-~: ·1 :~.r, ;..~: ... - I . • 

with enemy penetrai.}()ni·,·by armor and infantry :oi:t:uz:_ring on lB, 2p ~nd 25 
. \ ~ _.,. ,.. ~ . ·. . 

April and ll and l4 May. In each inatance A.RVN !ore.A■ .auppo-rt¢ by .>.ffAY 
, . 

aviation repulsed th~·;_,nei:ii and restored the 
0

perimeter. The fighting 'raged 

from house to house, block by block, precludin£ the use 'of USAF TAC Air . . , . 

within the city due to the proximity of the frie.ndly forces. It was in this 

envirorment that the attack helicopter gunship proved its mettle. Through . . . . 
their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras of Blue ¥.ax and the two 

Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city 

with friendly forces OfU.3' a scant few lilete:-s,, away. ( Incl .10-C). 

During· thi~ period the increasingly poor weath~r conditions engen:iered 

by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on 
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on~ two days, the 21st and 23rd of April, were 229th AHB support operations 

plrtu.lly curtailed due to weather. 2.3 April was not a total loss as a 

Cobra of F/9 CAV !o~d a hole in the clouds and destroyed an enemy fuel truck 

trying to make its way to refuel enemy tanks under cover ·or clouds. The 
• I • 

24th and 28th o! April saw the first of several large exchangel of troops 

by 229th AHB at . An l.oc. Fresh troops were flown into the city and wourrled 

and weary troops rotated to the ARVN Headquarters arrl stagin~s area at lai 

Khe. Nwnerous medical evacuation missions were handled during this period. 

Whenever a .i'ull in the enemy fire occurred aey of the 229th aircraft.in the 

area would JX>P in and ~natch the wounded. These instance~ were so num~rous ' . 
an:i routine as to preclude any attempt to properly document the.'!l. 

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the aptJ-;ait:-craft _capab,ilities 

• 
of the enemy with the appearance of the S1>-;7. 11Stre.lla", a· ·rnan-pot:"table, heat-, . . , . 

I • t. '• ,. 
seeking missile o! Sovi~t manufacture. The first sighting of:·the new threat 

• ,. 
was reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 May l 'T/2. Its appearance in eve'r 'in-

creasing frequency coincided with the canmen11em'ent· o.J the J.ast ·big ~nemy ' .,,. - .. .. . . • ·. . 

PJ•h apinlt An 1.oc which h&ci been announced by an intit?'oopt.ol:i ,no:ny l"&dio . . 
transmission. As the tanks began massing for the assault on 11 April, it 

became apparent that the enemy had electeq to pi;__,.- his h;·retofore ~detected 

trum·p card to cancel out the advantage held by the GVK forcep .wi_th . th~ir 

overwhelming aerial support. Although the SA-7 was to claim · 6 AH-lG Cobra . " . . .. 

aircraft in the following .weeks, it did not force a cu~tailment ~f ·helicopter 

operations as many doubters of the aimobile concept had theorized. The ad­

vantage of the missile would be countered i.,; !hid=-July as a newly developed 

infra-red dissipa~ion modification was· installed on 229th AHB aircraft, but for 

now the developnent of modified tactics was a matter of th·e utmost urgency. 
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The tactics employed at l.oc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation 

on the Pink Team - light fire team theme which had been utilized before in 

high intensity AAA environments such as the A Shau Valley operation by the 

1st Cavalry Division (Ainnobile) in"l968. These variations were tbe employ­

ment of heavy fire teams canposed of tnree ships as opposetl t~ the two ship 

light-fire-team used by AF'A and the use of a "Heavy Pink Tea.'Tl';• 1 in some 

cases a purple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy fink Team" consisted 

of a l.OH in the lCM level scout role r-t:ilked by the first Cob~a at 1,500 feet 

to hi!l rear or flank. Upon the l.011 rc:ccivinr: fire or :;pot.tin,. a t.1r1•e.t the 

low Cobra would roll in with immediate ~urrre:..;~ivc fire, thu~ cn .1 blinr: the ,, 
scout ship to evade, and providing an irr.mcdiate mark for the higher Cobra, 

follCMing at 2,500 feet or higher to set, up~ d.eliberate rocket piss. As the 
, ., , 

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra wou~d be ir. a position 
, . . 

to cover with a rocket run of his own, thus alternating .until either destruc-

tion of the target was car.plete or exhausti~n of fuel. or ·a.':-.. ':1ur.iti5)n ne'cessi-

tated relief on station by another tea~. Anot:-.er variation was t!le "Purple 
• • ~ I • • , 

\ ~ 

Tea.11 11 with the .LOH, two Cobras and a UE-1.~ 11 slick11 at a r.ighi;;r altitude to 
• • • I 'I' 

serve as a canmand control element for the tea"rr; and to accooplish recbvery 

of downed crews if needed. This beefing u~ of ~ ;e air rr~neuver ·ele:nents was 
. .. . 

acccxr.i:anied by a shift to low level ~li~ht enroute to rr.:ni~ize exposure to 

heavy AAA weapons. This, however, ir.creased t~e vulnerability to s~all anns 
. . . 

fire with the loss of the eler:ient of surprise caused by daily continued 

operations aver the same terrain. This caused the modification of tactics 

to encOCl:piSS ever higher enroute alti\uces P,lld .the use of cloud cover to 

good effect ~ven before the introduction, of the 11Strella 11
• The arrival of 

the 11Strell.a ", althou·g~.- c1-· q\lantum jump in AAA technology, had only the effect 
... .J.:..""' . ·. 



t 
of intensifying the need for this type of t~ .. ctic in r. hich L~tcn~i ty i-.;...:i.. en­

vironment. Tne need for change ill stan:::.1.:.:d aerial insertion a:--..ci. ext.!-action 

tactics also became rendily apparent. Whereas previously the effiphasis had 

been upon large formatioll.s of lift ships makine classic CO':"lbat assaults; 
. 

this was rendered suicidal bee.a.use of the murde::::-cus effect of t.he hieh in-
. . ·~. 

tensity AAA and ~F. TI:e tactics er:.ployed to circumvert the .,,...\A and ID: 

was for small flights of one or two ~hips to fly nbovc clom cover enroute 

to the PZ nnd utilize R rapicily spir~ li nc hii.;h ovcrhc:..:.d ap-ro:; ch to th~ 

LZ. ~thfinderf! of HHC, 2;:>9th Mm were re:::;>ur.dblc for I.Z· .c·orit.r61,asr,er.iblinr­

o ,J1.f'.Oine pnylca.ds and movine the PZ :.:1 r-. :,-:~y ft,nr.<·r.•: f, i,:r . .J l.hr;· r.~-:~J.-,. • Thi:. 

enabled the lift ships to spend r.iin:i r..ur.: ti!'.ie un .tr.f' I'Z,oft.c,n dq:.:irti~c \litr, 
\ 

deadly 105 and 155 rounds i.~pacting on t~E PZ \lhile tr.ey \lere on short 

climbout_ , . , , 

• Da\ffi 17 May found the An !..Oc peri:r.c;;:,e~· (!Uie.t !'or first ti~e in 42 
I 
I \ • '•• 

days, "1i th the calm broken only by occ::.sional i:-.cp:-:::n:; a::-ti} lery or nor-
• 

tar ro.:nds. This lul] lJ::.S r.o t, to co:-itir,-...e out it, w.::.s i..r-::-,:a. rer:::. fc:- the "first 

time that the bac~ of the siege had oossioly :'er.er. 'hrokr..!'".•. ·::.:.P 2;,;. te the les-- ' -~ _. - . .. . . . . 

. 
ing positions a long QL 13 to t~e so:.:.th p::-~vent_:.n[ ~ot:r.d r.10ve::-.e.!'",t between An 

Loe and Chon T'ne.rJ:, ar.d ringe.: t.::e city .of A~ !.p.c with 
1

ALC... t.:. indi.rect fire 

registered to e.lrr.ost pinpoint acc..:racy d'..c'ing the earlier days of t}:le siege 

This rr.a.de the task of evacua t.ion of lRrie ,,·0;:-.be::-s de~d and wour:ded and the . . 
insertion of reinforce~ents possible for the first time but hignly hazard-

ous. lfassive troop exchanges took place on 31 l'.ay, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 20, 22, 

29 J"l.me and l and 5 July resul tir,g ir.' the ttta1 exc~ !?.r::ge of 11,153 per5onnel, 

accc~plished vi.th rr.inir.1al casualties despite an '..L~oiminisr.8d curtain of AAA . . 
e.: IDF fire une11ualled by any yet enco-..:n-tere::d in the 'lietna:r.ese conflict. 
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The successful defense of An Loe received official confinnation by the 

insertion of LTG_ Minh, CG of Y.R :m, followed shortly by cew1ter-guerrilla 

warfare consultant to the Presiden~ Sir Robert ThOO!pson_, and finally by the 

arrival of the GVN Chief ot State President Nguyen Van Thieu. Tpe success-
. . 

ful insertion of the dignitaries, despite continual AAA fire, .$'as accanplished 

jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wing el~~cnts of the 

Vietnamese Air Force. (Inol 10-B). 

FOR nm COMMANDE."t: 
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Inclosure 3 - AO Y.A.P 

Map Depicting Enemy Dispo~itions and Salient Activities of 229th AHB . 
• ' • • ◄ 
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Inclosure 4 - hiendly and Enel!O' Strength & Casualties 

l. lriendq (229th AHB) 

TOTAL TOE STR ~ ~ MBA ~ 

1366 8 . 13 2 0 

2. ineno' 

EST ST!IBtnTH IBRC: .. :~'T DEST:tOYED {~ST} 

~ VC Di.T - 9,230 

Bq It Spt 4,680 

275 Regt 1,550 
90% 

174 Re,:t 1,500 

E6 Regt .L, .,. 
.. 

7 NV.A. Div - 8,600 

• 141 Regt 1,500 

165 Regt 1,500 
90% 

209 Regt 1,500 

Hq & Spt 4,100 

9 VC Div - 9,230 

271 Regt 1,500 

272 Rezt 1,500 
90% 

95c Regt 1,550 

Hq & Spt 4,680 

69 Arty Coi:rna.nd - 4,980 

Bq & Spt 1,395 

42 A.r-cy Regt 800 
90% 

208 Arty Regt 835 

271 AA Regt 800 

' i 
' 

'. " 
/ 
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Inclosure 4 (Continued) 

205 NVA Regt - 11250 

101 Begt - 7(/J 

429 Sapper Gp - l, 705 

20.3 TK Regt 

FOR THE COMMhNDEH: 

,. 



' INCLOSURE 4 - (Continued) 

Apx- 060800 • 
061130 

061402 
101740 
130935 

131330 
131330 

131500 
131500 
151030 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 
231245 

241645 

270655 
271015 

>:ay o, i 850 

041430 
061335 

071530 
071610 

071118 

111000 
130925 
130930 
130955 

221200 

811899 MAX 
?65882 MAX 

755883 MAI 
775905 MAX 
755885 Mil 

755880 MAX 

778818 HAX 

764887 KU 

756887 KU 
685736 MAX 
675995 F/9 

720973 F/9 

777874 }I.AX . 

760886 MAX 

737902 MU 

715768 D-Trp 
712568 F/9 

721571 F/9 
773721 . MAX 

759885 MAX 

755e:,4 MAX 
686872 F/9 
700875 F/9 
752884 },~ 

7,7851 F/79 

VR Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH 
Spt of 5th ARV:N Eng en held .Ammo dumps,02 

• • Ammo dumps dost, 10KBH 
\TR 16KBH 
Spt ' of 5th ARVN Eng 01'en,-1KBH 
Spt of 5th ARVN Eng 02 en t.rks, 02 trks des 
' VR • 
Spt of 5th ARVN Des 13, 2+- c.nd 5 ton trks 
Spt of 5th ARVN Dos 06, 2i and 5 ton trks 

secondo.r-J explo:;ions 
Spt ·or 5th ARVN Des 01 Tank 
Spt of 5th ARV,J Des 01 75HJ.i RR 
Spt of 5th AHVN Ob::; OJ on '.ranks, 01 Tank dam, 

02 'fonk:J des ' 
Spt of 5th !HVN Oba 04 en 'l'anks, 03 Tunks dwn, 

01 Tc.rue des ," 
Spt of 5th AR'rn Cbs 05 en trks, 03 trks dam, 

02 trks des 
Spt of 5th .ARVN Obs m:K type en A/A site, 

• • , 01 ·A/11 site dos • 
Spt of 5th JUtVN Obs e..nd des 01 75l•iM RR 
Spt of ,5th,AR~ Obs ~~d eng, OJ en evad, 01KBH 
Spt of 5th ~VN Obs ~nd ~n~ 01 en POL trk, 

de,s' 01 en FCL trk 
Spt of 5th .ARVN Obs 01 ID~K si~s trl~, . eng 

and d€s 
Spt of 5th MVN Ob~ ~r.d cl.es 01 en 51 Cal pos 
Spt of 5th ~tvN -Obs and de~ 01 -en. 51 Cal F,os, 

OJ' en KBH, 
• ,. • I . •1• 

Spt cf 5th•ARVN Ob~ end des 01 
TRAC 

en ,71-!11 pos 

Spt TRAC 
Spt TRAC 

Spt TrtAC . 
Spt TRAC 

Spt TRAC, 
Air Spt 

Obs end eng 01 ~n, 01 KBH 
, . Obs 02 ind biding, eng, 02 

en KEH • 
Cbs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 ir..d in open, eng, 

. 02. en KBH 
Close 25 en KBH, e~uip des 

Spt of 5th ARVli Obs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tc.nks des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs end eng 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Spt~of 5t~ MVN Obs 02 2{ ton trks, 01 trk des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs OJ ind fleeitg Taruc, 03 

• en KEH 
Spt TRAC Obs um~ no of Tanks and ind, 

eng, 20 en KEH • 



Inclosure 4 (Cont~d) 

4. Canbat Damage and Casualties Sustained 5 April 1'112 - 8 July 1'112: 

Date/Time Location .!!nil Mission C~use C~sualties .--
Apr 051230 725065 

051230 • 725065 
051530 759?53 
061200 672572 
101400 787720 
.L.11350 758883 
111445 7328?.J. 
2;1600 765645 

!·'. :,:; 'Jfl'Jl,O 7?..J.'.i'/ l 
H V.05 7'; 587 2 
... 30930 700875 
131515 739872 
2~040 765785 
230650 755844 
311230 758871 

• 
Jun 081315 745785 

081300 76l779 
130905 758865 
19l400 75Cf180 
200820 769770 
200830 785764 
2ooe30 783762 
2ll510 758773 
221200 so8e48 
241042 824795 
2Ul35 824795 

F .:a THE C0Kl-~ND IB : 

HAX 
1-;AX 
¥.AX 
F/9 
G.5 
B-Co 
MAX 
~ 

Spt TRAC and 5th AnV~ 
Spt "TRAC ,ind 5th A.~VN 
Spt TRAC and 5th Al.; V'f\ 
Spt TRAC and 5th /1?..VN 
Spt 'I'RAC and 5th AilVK 
Spt TRAC arid 5t,h J...1VK 
Spt 'IHAC and 5th f3V!! 
Spt TI,/,C and 5t.h A1Wt~ 

Hvy ,· 2 Hits·~· ·. ' 51 Cal 
Lt, 1 ~it . . . . 51 Cal 
CBL, F.x.ploded· SA-7 
Lt, 1 Hit •• Sm · A_nnu 
Lt 51 Cal 
Lt ~05, 82 
Evy 51 C;d 
Lt JO Cal 

Ke ~ 
Ne1; 
2 i~IA 
Kee 
1 WIA 
~e~ 
l v!IA 
~ef 

F/9 !.irit 1nAC ,ind .'.ith ;.. ::V i; 1-'.c.x.J r~c r: 
1-:AX . ::;f,t TilAC a!"1d 5th /1;.V ~. ca.:.. 
F /9 Spt Tr.AC and 5t~ ;;;:.v ~ it 
F /9 Spt TRAC anc. 5th J.?.V X ~t 
l-:A.X Spt TRAC and 5th ;.?.Vi, cs:. 
¥.AX Spt TRAC ar.d 5th :-..r:..v:: . .:..t 
MAX Spt TRAC and 5th !JiVK .l:t ' 

l-fAX 
!-:ED 
A-Co 
F/9 
F/9 
?-:AX 
l•:AX 
Y.AX 
E-Co 
D-Co 
362 

Spt of ?~EDEV AC •• • , ·roo 
l·'. FDIV AC I • CBL 
Spt TRAC and 5th .BVX Ul\K 
Spt TRAC and 5th A~V~ Lt 
Spt 1st A.0..V~-: ABK CE.:.... 
Extract ~~iss ion . :·· ~ , .Hvy 
Extract Kission , ,,, CEL .~ 
Spt TRAC and 5t':1 k'O..V!•: CBi. 
Spt TRAC and 5th :,_c..vx Keg 
Spt TRAC and 5th A? .. VI1! Hvy 
Extraction of Aircraft Lt 

. , . 

... 

~ ::i J..d.s 
5::, i..rn,s 
SA-7 
51 Cal 
51 Gal 

2 ~:IA 
1 v: IA 
Keg 
2 KIA 
Neg 
Neg 

, • .51 Cal ~eg 
51 Cal Neg 
S::-. . AryJtS l \·:IA 
30 Cal · • Keg 
$A-? 2 KIA • 
51, 30 Cal Ke?. 
't;·:J<- 2 KIA 

, . ' ~· SA-7 l i."IA 
51 Cal 1 11."IA 
51 Cal !-:eg 
Sm Arms I•:e g 
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Inclosure S 

LISTI?{, OF ASSIGl~D ~ ATTAC!BD U?l!TS 

PARTICIPATING UNITS 

~t 1. Uni ta assigned and recommended for Avard of the Presidential Unit 
Citation: 

]llill .ffi.~IOD 

1. Headquarters, 229th 5 Ap- - 7 Jul 72 
Aviation Battalion (Com-
posite) (Assault Helicop-
ter) {A.irmobile Brigade -
Separate) 

2. Det-'lcment l (General 5 J.p- - 15 Jun 72 
Supf 4•t) Headquarters, 
229th Aviat~on Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault 
Helicopter) (Airmobilt• 
Brigade - SepRXMte) 

3. Compaizy A (Assault Hell- 5 AJr - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battalion (Co~posite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
{Airmobile Brigade -
Sepuate) 

4. Company B (Assault Hell- 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th .Aviation 
Battalion (Composite) 
{Assault Helicopter) 
(Ainiobile Bri6ade -
Sei:arate) 

5. Compaey D (Aerial Weapons) 5 .Apr - 7 Jul 72 
229th Aviation Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault Heli-
copter) (Airmobile Brigade -
So?l,l"ate) 

" 

PREVIOUS UUIT Dl'.:CORATIONS 
.AND DATES 

PUC 23 Cct 65 - 26 Nov 65 
USARV GO 21 Sep 67 

- MUC 1 Sep 65 - 30 No•.- 66 
USARV GO 17 - 23 Apr 68 
Cross of Gallantry v/falm 
9 Aug 65 - 19 l~ 69 
GO 159 25 Sep ff:} 

-PUC 27 Dec 66 
USA.RV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70 
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1. 'Iroc-;.., F (Air) ')11: C..v,lry 

2. lilltt~~· F (,.i! d.!.l Arti 1-
lery) 79th Ani 1lf':-y 

3. 36~nd iwh ti. ~n Cc:·. ;-..~· 
(A:'! saul t S·.:;:; ~:-t. =~11-
copvr) 

C, 11.; r '! ,l u l 

) ,~11· - 'l .lt.:.l 

.,.., 
•'-

,, -, ,_ 

: :,· :1t ·· , . _'!. : :2_; _.~·- •. ·.: 
,. : .. ) ' ., . > 

1 il'f':-i ·i i- n~h l t:r lt C5! 1. ! ~c•:1 
2 "i lc-t (,:, t !.:·,, .:( , :,cw r•:. 
11.:. ~L : , -:, ~ ) :-:-'}" 6€:, 

P.1.rt II I. Un! ts A!l ~d:;ned and ~;ot ~c.0:,- 1.•nldt ,l for A\J~rd c,f h:r r, iclential 
Unit Citation: 

I-..rt JV. i:.ae,~ ~t ti;;chf':l lln,l i';ot H,-,co:J•.r nded for A.:J<l of frcsi ·lc:,tial 
Unit Cit... tion: 

" 



DCUSURE 6~ · 

·_.f 

.PROPOSED CITATION 

FRESIDE~"TIAL UNIT CITATION 

, . 
AWARD OF THE FR:SIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BY THE PRESIDENT .'oF THE UNITED 

STATES OF .AMIBICA T\) THE FOL10t'/ING UKIT OF THE A.W.Fl> FORCES OP- THE UNIT:ED 
STATES IS CONFIRMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH fARAGRAFH 194, AR 672-5-~. 

'rn.E 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPI'ER BATTALION, TASK FORCE 11 GARRY C,,.lEN", FIRST 
CAVAiliY DIVISION {AM) AND AS.SIGNED AND ATTACHm UNITS: • . 

HHC, 229™ AHB, TASK FOOCE "GARRY O·IEN 11 , 1ST CAV DIV (AM) 

DETACHMENT l {GS), fUiC, .. 229th AHO,. TASK FQRCE "GARRY CklEN 11
, 1ST CAV DIV (AH) 

CCMPANY A, 229TH AHB, _.TASK FORCE "GA.li.~Y Gt'EN", 1ST CAV DIV {AM} 
,, 

... ... ... . . 
CCMPANY B, 229TH AHB~ ·'TASK FORCE 11GA.'ltRY OiEN11 , 1ST CAV DIV {A¥.) 

C(){PJ.NY IJ, 229TH AHB, ,T~SK FORCE 11GARRY OON••; is.T 9·Av Div· (AM)· 
, , . . .. 

F TROOP, 9TH CAVA.lEi, 229TH AHB, TASK FOR'~~ 11GAR.~Y _Ot.'E'N_"., '1ST CAV DIV (AH) 
• l I "' ;,. 

F BATTmY, 79TH AFA, .. 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE 11GARRY OWEN11 , 1ST CAV:D;J:Y (.A¥.) 

362t-.'D AVN CQ}'.PANY, 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE '.'GA.q_~y O·lEN11
, 1ST C'A.V DIV (AM) 

~ , 

THE CITATION READS AS F0Lu)WS: 
•, ;... _I I • • • ••• , . • • • . - ..... . . 

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPI'ER BATTALI0t-: DISTIN~UISHED ITSELF BY OU'XSTANDIID 
PERFOOMANCE OF DUTY AGAINST HOSTILE FORCES DURI~ TP.E PERIOD 5 AFRIL 1972 
THROUGH 7 JUlX 1972 i·lHII.E COMXITTED TO ACTIOK lij SUFPOnT, OF THE . GVN DEFEND:ffiS 
OF THE PROVINCIAL CAF.I'.l'AL OF AN lOC BINH 101-~G .FROVINCE DURI~G THE t-.VA 11NGUYE.N 
HUE 11 OFFENSIVE. ~ .OUG1f' ~THE1R COURAGE, DSTE?.MINATIOi\, A~'D INGD.'UITY THE 
'IBOOFER~ OF THE 22·9'I'H • OVIBCAKE THE DIFFICULTIES ENGENDIBrn BY THE INrR0DUC­
TION OF ND{ WEJ.R)NRY . BY THE ~v.y AA'D THE ¥.OST INTUSIVE VOLUHE OF Affi'I­
AIRCRAFT ARTI.w.ERY f~ -y~ )i:XPERIENCEp, ~-'HILE SUPPO~TIKG A?-.1) ~USTAINI?-lr THE 

• BEJ.EAGUERED D.E~;,~AIN-S'l' ~THE ~IT ONSLAUGHT. THE SUCCESSFUL DEFEA.T OF 
THE ENEMY BY THE FC!t_C$.S° OF GVN WOULD HAV-i BEEN VASTLY l✓.CRE. 1ROlONGED AND 
COSTJ WERE IT NOT ·ro.'i THE INVALUAB~E SUFFORT RENDERl:.1> B"! THE 229TH AHB. THE 
OUTSTANDIMJ DEVOTIO~ TO DUTY, PrnSE.'VERANCE, AND EXTRAO:lDINA.i:tY H:IBOISM OF THE 
MDIBERS OF THE 229TH ;>.HB AND -ATTACHED El.Il-:S~"TS UtmER THE ¥.C6T HAZARDOUS CON­
DITIONS A.~E IN KEEP~TH"1'HE FIN.EST-TRADifION, OF 'rHE UNITED STATE3 ARMY 
AND REFLECT GREAT CRFl)IT uroN THEP.SEi.VES, T~ ARK~, AND 'lliE UNITED STATES 
OF Al-:ERICA. • . • 

, 
1 



· • . . -· _ ..... _ . 

Medal at Hcnor 

DSC 

Silver Star 

legion of Merit 

DFC 

~oldier' B Medal 

13~ W/V 

BS 

>¥. W/V . 

AM 

AC¥. W/V 

ACM 

Purple . Heart 

• 

y 

VN Cross of Gallantry 
W/Gold Star 
W/Silver Star 
W/ Bronze Star 

VN Honor ¥.edal 1st Class 

TOTAL: 

FCB THE COY.MANDffi: 

7 

lJ. 

l 

6 

204 

180 

610 

14 

210 

40 

1286 

,, . • I 
I . . 

• 

. , 
I • f I • 

' ~ . 

1 

3· 

5 

67 

1 

J 

22 

13 
, ., ., 
52 

3 

9 

g· 
56 

157 

.,. M~ 

448 

.. 
·, . --. 

,, 

, 
, , •, 

,. 
' . . 

.. .. , . . . . . 
., 

I . 'f" 

G!H.ND TOTAL: 1734 

r--. 
0 

~«:_ ; /~io ~UEi. H~Jfc- I 
MAJ,' AGC · 
Adjutant 
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1 
j 
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l 
1 

• I. 
I 

(S-3): 

QH-6 

1,m.s 

1,525 

QH::47 

130.4 

177 

TQT.I.L,I 

9,851.6 

13,458 

•. TOW, I Pil 
• • .DANSPORTED 

·toUL I CASUALTIES 
TUHSJUTED 

I ·ACF'l' DlMlGED 

I Acn' LOSSES 

I TOHS BlULED 

14,653 

49 

20 

3 

47.4 

, 

2. Logistical Support Statistics (S-4): 

19 

9 

196 

• 19 

11 

4 

1,86) 

2 

l 

170.5 

16,712 

68 

52 

17 

217.9 

a. Duri13& the period 7 Ai:ril through 10 Juq 1972, the 229th ~HB and 
attached units eatabliabed and operated rearm and refuel points as indicated 
below: 

(1) Jlearm Points 

(a) Song Be 

(bl 
Lai Kbe 

(c Vung Tau 
(d Tay Ninh 
(e) Long Thanh 
(r) Lassiter 

(2) Refuel Points 
-- --· •• 

(al 
Wille 

(b Song Be 
(c Vung Tau 
(d) FSB Helanie 
(e) Long Thanh 
(r) Lassiter 

b. The folloving logistical operation., were of special significance in 
the battle of h Loe: 

(1) Song Be 

(2) I.ai Kbe --
. ,t 



-I , 
I 

c. '!be. i.o:teucai ope!"atio~ at Song Be supported the 229th ARB and 
attached Dita vi~ 1,008,625 pounds or &mlllunition during the eix d~a So°' 
!e reara oim-ated. !be 229th expended 22,400 rockets and vell over S00,000 
40. and. rellm- .caliber rounds. The 229th and attached unite used 2,154,263 
pounda at J'P4 lhriJlg the a1x dqa ot operations at So?Jg Be. 

. . . . . 
. . .. 

4. ~ the period 7 !pr-11 through 10 J~ 1972, the 229th AHB and 
attached unite consumed and expended 171 591,)68 pounds (!f JP4 aod 5,101,274 
poll.Dia of ¥1111mS tion. 

(1) ·Total Lbs JI\ Used 7 A.Jr thru 10 Juq 72: 

.Lt 

·?,657,000 

~~ 

9,014,000 920,368 

(2) «:cabined Total, Total Lbs JP4 lJsed 7 Apr tbru_ l2 Apr in support 
Bone &/An Loe, 

lass -
LT 
SE 

&rl,895 
546,000 
920,368 

2,154,263 

. ). Cmbat Damage Inflicted By Elements or 229th AH3 (S-2): 

~ LOCATION !lli!I fiESULTS 

Apr 060800 815905 D-Trp 

YJSSION 

VR Ob 01 ind evad, eng, .lKBH 
Eng en held AJ:uno dUJnps, 02 
An.no dumps dest, l0KBH 
16KBH 

06WO 822907 

061402 818903 
101740 - ?03769 
130935 641706 

131330 8ll899 
·131330 765882 

131500 755883 
131500 715905 

• - 151030 755885 

151400 755880 

171400 778818 

191040 ?64887 

,. 

'. . ,t 

----- - - -- , . . ... 

D-Trp 

D-Trp 
F/9 
D-Trp 

MU 
1".AX ·~ }/J.X 

YU 

>IA.I 

MAI 

HU 

Spt of 5th ARYN 

VR 
Spt of 5th ARVJ, 
Spt or 5th ARYN 

' VR 
Spt of 5th ARVN 
Spt of 5th ARYN 

Spt of 5th ARVN 
Spt or 5th ARV!~ 
Spt of 5th ARVN 

Spt of 5th ARV!-J 

Spt of 5th ARVN 

S?t of 5th ARV:~ 

Eng 01 en, lKBH 
Eng 02 en trks, 02 trks des 

Des 13, 2½ and 5 ton trks 
Des 06, 2½ and 5 ton trka 
secondary explosions 
Des 01 Tanlc 
Des 01 75HM RR 
Obs 03 en Tanks, 01 Tank d&Jn, 
02 Tanks des 
Obs 04 en Tanks, OJ Tanks dam, 
01 Tank des 
Obs 05 en trks, 03 trks dam, 
02 trks des 
Obs UNK type en A/A site, 
01 A/A site des . 



'. 

241645 72'"'3 

• 270655 • ?Tm4 
2710l' ?6a!86 

Mq Oll8SO ?'J79a'J. 

041430 715768 
06lJ35 '112568 

a7l.S30 721571 ., 
071610 77J721 

07lll8 759885 

lllCXXJ '155874 
l.30925 686872 
1)09)0 700875 
130955 752884 

221200 757853 

F/9 

MU 
MU 

MISSION . . 
• 8pt of 5th J.RVN 

Spt ot 5th ARYN 
8pt ot 5th .tRVN 

Bpt or 5th ARVN 

Spt or 5th .lRVN 
Spt or 5th J.RVN 

MU Spt er 5th .lRVN 
me 

1)..-J:rp Spt TRie 
7/9 Spt me 

r."' apt me 
HU --. Spt fflAC 

MU Spt TRAC., CL,~~ 
Air Spt 

MU Spt ot 5th .lRVN 
F/9 Spt ot 5th .lRVN 
F/9 Spt of 5th ARVN 
Mil Spt of 5th ARVN 

F/79 Spt TRAC 

• 
RESULTS 

Obs and des 01 75MM RR 
Oba and eng 01 en end, OlKBH 
Obe and eng 01 en FOL trk, 
dee Ol en POL trk 
Oba 01 1JNX aise trlc, eng 
am dee 
Obs and des· o1 en 51 Ca.l pos 
Oba am des 01 en 51 Ca.l pos, 
0.3 en IBH 

Oba a¢ des 01 en J7},~ pos 

Obs and eng 01 en, 01 KBH 
Oba 02 ind biding, eng, 02 
en EBB 
Obs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 ind in open, eng, 
02 en KBH 
25 en JCBH, equip dee 

Obs 04 en Ta.nlcs, 04 Ta.nks des 
Obs and ent 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 2½ ton trks," 01 trk des 
Obs 0.3 ind fleeing Taruc, OJ 
en KBR 
Obs UNK no of Ta.nlcs a.nd ind., 
eng, 20 en KBR 

4. Ccnbat Da.ma.ge and Casualties Susta.ined 5 April 1972 - 8 Ju)J.r 1972: 

Pite/T:ime Location 1!nll Mission A/C Da!nage ~ CasURlties 

Air 05l.2JO 725065 MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Hvy, 2 Hits 51 C;.l Neg 
0512.30 725065 MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, l Hit 51 Ca.1 Neg 
0515.30 759753 MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL, Exploded SA-7 2 1-IIA 

,06J200 - --672572 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 P.it Sm Arms Ne~ 
101400 787720 GS Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 51 Cal l \.lIA 
111350 75888.3 ~Co Spt T.tiC u.d 5th ARVN Lt 105, 82 Neg 
lll445 7.32884 MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Hvy 51 c.i.1 l 'WIA 

- - 2.316:x> 765645 GS Spt TRAC and 5th ARVU Lt .30 ~l Neg 

May 071340 723571 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN )l,od Sm Arms Neg 
111205 755672 w.x Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL SA-7 2 l.UA 
130930 700875 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt Sm ArJnS 1 'WJA 
131515 7.39872 1/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt Sm Arms Neg 
221040. 765785 KU Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL SA-7 2 KIA 
230650 755844 l'il Spt TRAC a.nd 5th ARVH Lt 51 Cal Neg 
.31.12.30 758871 Jl.il Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 51 c.i.1 Neg 

.-

- ,t 

-- -- - . . - - - - --.. - - . - - - ,-



~ ·t~f t i1( • ~ · • • • • 
. J . :-~~1;,i- >J-~·)_ ·; Inclo ( Conti d) 

J lf: .;})\: ·7 .;'. ·.•·.· .... 
~. ,) · ~: "<</ ni.ftia,m· 1,pgation J!DU MiH2PP _ 4/c P,rn,c -
f· :_ :_,_·_.-._._.:· :_/; ::.-:,._:•~· • ... ~·- .. ; ·,~ .. ·, ... 
f . ' • : Jun -~l31S . -• ?4S'78S MAI Spt ot HEIEVAC Mod 
,f ·• ,··:----., 08tJOO .·. 761T19 MED -lEIE:UC CBI, 
f . : · .•. · :'· ·. ;U09()S · .; ?SSS65 A-Co Spt, me and 5th ARVI mm: 
~ • i •. ·-191400 •• • 7SCfl80 F/9 ·Spt 1'.B.lC and 5th ARVN Lt 
f. 200820 • ?i/JTIO F/9 Spt lat ARYN .lBli CBI. 
:. 200830 • 785764 MU Extract Hiasion • Hvy 
; 200830 783762 KU Extract M1.asion CBL 
.. . 2ll510 758773 MU Spt TRAC and Sth ARVN CBI. 

• 221200 808848 B-Co Spt rue and 5th !R"IN Neg 
• 241042 824?95 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARYN !Ivy 
• 24WS 824795 362 Extraction -or Airc.- ·art .Lt • 

FOR THE CXH4lNIERz 

~-
KlJ, AGC 
Adjutant 

'. 

I . 
' 

I 
Cau11 C..•ua1• 

Sl 'Cal Neg 
51 Cal Neg 
&ii Arma 1 'WIA 
30 Cal Neg 
SA-7 2 KIA 

• 51, 30 Cal Neg 
IDlK 2 KIA 
SA-7 l WlA 
51 Cal l WIA 
51 Cal Neg 
&n Arma Neg 

. r 



InclosUN 9 ·- Eict.ract 3/l CAV - TF "Garry Owen", S-3 Journal 

S April;l972: 

0815 hours - Trac moving F/9 to Quan loi to work against_ ground attacks in 
the Loe Ninh Area. Quan .Loi secure at this time. • 
0915 hours ~-TRAC: Request gunship cover work out of. Qual} . loi_ around loc 
Ninh and An .Loe. Sent l heavy section ary:i l light section. -
0920 hours - CG: 229th all birds on 15 -r,inute standby alert. •• 
0920 hours - F/79 heavy section of cobras bounced. . 
0945 hours - Lai Khe to be used for refuel/rearm to support Ti1AC. 
0945 hours-. D/229 put on alert by TRAC, send assets to l..,i Khe. 
0945 hours - F/79: J..ight section bounced to la.i Khe. 
1005 houre - DCO-A: At 1'1'788455 reported laree traffic j:un -ner1.r old fire­
La~c, activity on the b3ue. 
J.055 tiour:s - CG; 'ntAC: Quan Loi overrun, fuel point lnt:ict,· An Loe ,sur­
rounded. The 174th NVA Re.gt is between An Loe and loc Nin.~. The enemy is 
trying to cut the road be.tween An loc and Lai Khe. 
ll.40 hours - D/229: 3 Pink Teams off for Lai Khe. 
1240 hours - F/9: 2 Cob~t. t)~t but flying toward L.K. both A/C 1r.ade it 
safe~. l light damage, 2 · heavy da'T'.age. 
1410 hours - CG 'fflAC: Directed 3rd Bde to rescue 5 .V .f;. _personnel at Quan 
Loi TOC. DCO;-A is on the scene and talking to personnel on ground. ' 
1515 hours - DCO-A: Pre:pare to send 10 t..~-lH and,. 4 CH-47 to Qu.1n Loi to 
extract 8 U.S. and 130 ARVN at Quan L:>i. . ', . • ,,•. 
1530 hours - DCO-A: Blue)tax AH-lG exploded iri the air~ went dcwn XT75'Tl53, 
no apparent survivor.s: Ship is Max 34. • ,. 
1535 hours - DCO-A: Send 10 ships lift and 4 CH-47 ASAP, CH-J..7 to load • 
first,· then 10 lift shiJ:6. • 
1600 hours - 229th S-3 lift enroute, CH-47 a:-~lved -e.t_l620· .h.oU:r.s, .,-~acuees 
taken to TSN. • 
1625 hours - First CH-47 canpleted 1st extraction. 
1628 hrurs - Second CH-47 landed and ca:.nleted extraction. 
1640 hours - Third CH-4? sortiP. canpleted. 

I 
I . .,. 

1700 hQ.i.rs - First flight of 5 slicks on the grgur,.d; 170.3 hours -extraction 
cc:u.pleted. Enroute __ t~ _L~ r.. for fuel. Fourth . Ci!-47 ordered to return W/0 
landing at Q • .i... s_q_ -,that ·slicks could cmt:i.nue extraction. 
1703 hours - Seconif 'flight of 5 slicks landed, extraction co.'".:pleted at 1705 
hours enroute to L:"·K: for fuel. 
1715 hours - TRAC G-:_3J.r,: F/9 ;and _ D/229 .Cay· Troo;:is wi,11 remain a.t la.i Khe as 
late as JX>SSible tonig~:ttartd' 'prepare to go back tomorrow. 
1815 hours - DCO-A!T:;]'e4,in 2 sections of HAX in Bde A.O. have released D/229 
'liwill release MAX and . return W/F/9 at 1900 hours. Returning to Loe Ninh area. 
1830 hours - DCO-A: All aviation elements released, ordered to B. H. 
2015 hours - 'IRAC ~-1=::: : .. fl.a:: ;to provide air ~ssyts tanorrow for passible 
extraction throughoott~MR-'Il. # 

(1) 



:{@.iz~ ~1:)}fiif> ·:; ;,. ~ -·_··. . • 
~--:!~~,.,1'.4l,4''•~~~-j • -:11 \ i~ .~t o! aosemb~ •l:"Oi:kets. F/9 Blues are at 

• :_ • . ? . .. ,
1
;~- ·~ ... .., •. _.~ .. ••• .t . ~o~ sorties of ammo being litted., C-l30 loads 

• <ir. ~1 --j~~-4~\arr$;_ , • t~ :hwrs. • )!ore reann people being aesembled. 
. J :t:"i..- ~, }i' . ~;~~ -.. . ~){~ tt _,Cj;QJ>ound at Loe Hinh appaNnUy o~•rrun by .N\T A, 
~. ·; /~,;,~" ;_ • .. .. • • ',;~·•-.11~(- •• ~ • :,_ t1 .:'·. Contact .with zippo lost !oi: short time but 
.. 1JY_- )oo!!_,,~_:/ • .,,.'1 .. --~_ .: ... . ~ ...... ;.;,:.'!.,._,,, • 1 • ~·.!..a·, . 

•i~, , .-~·,·• ·l"Jp-.~1'-'-' ~ - . • u.uuS. , . • 

; .i\·!::~tti/•--~~~'!-fr ... ~- ,::;:;- .. ,. • . . ·_ :3b,ave left canpound an~ headed. into Loe ~inh ci~. 
. '.:r_;t-~~~~~~~~'--~~~ot·cCIDpound, ~ttaclc broken. We will try to drop NAPAIM 

' · · · · · · .. · - ·-r"-.-.•r -t.· __ ...,,-_·_r - • • ·, · • . . . ~ ... ~- '1:·-'·,....,..• · .'rw' ~v~ :-G'UllJltlS .• .. _.;,. .. .:·,. 1':' ,··. ,_. 

._. <~<=,~·.i···:~1,.~:~~;·:;,_ ~~zar;ic.1Pirenewed on Loe Ninh by tanks and ~antry. Need 

1 · :)(~ tp~ 0fc!:-~::-m~~~~-. ·aes~~ ,.,:peration for advisors at Loe Ninh_. . 05 UH-lH and 
~ ~:, ?St.h -~r :to:be ccmnitted i! possible to extract U.S. personnel. 
·t . . l.145 Rangers · at,· Sang Be M24, Ml? Gas Masks, LAWS, M-60 ammo being_ µ1ssed to 
-~- .Sq\£ -~ .t4> be'.· diat.ributed to raneers ana aviators. 
'} · ll.2S houre .;. 1RACs Downed UH-lH at XT 707602.. D/229 covered no CAS .. 
•• ll)O ·hours ~ DCO-As •• 'Briefing at son,~ Be on re:,cue opc-rat.iann. 
\ 1425 houro - ~-4s • -- ioU,nated 8 Gort.ic:. of C-J,30 CL V will lnnd at S .0 .' DC0-B 
/ says get sore~ •. • . . • 

1500 houn - 'ffi.\Cs • Ba¥ run may be delayed beyond lbOO hours. ,, , 
1510 ho..irt :.. CG 1R.AC s • Zippo 66 has moved position due east of wareh·ouses on 
W aide o! 1trip. First Arclite at 1512 hours. 
1510 houra - F /9 Cav: Reques_t med 2 bounced to Song Be ASAP _skids up 1512 
hours . · . •• : • ' , . , ., 
1525 houra - 'iRAC r Bay run delayed to 1730 hours . 

. i_._, 1550 hours - DCO->.: Rescue ops to go at ab.It) )'lours. . , . 
1635 hours - CG 'lRAC: • Bay nm at 1650 hrurs. ' .· • ·~ •· 
l.650 hours - D/229: • CH-47 (362nd Avn Co) hi t at An~ ·pick· up· zone. Head-

' ing S to secure L.Z. • • • ' :· .. 
1700. hours - CG: Requested one more gunship se9tion fran B .H. We now have 
only 1 section of gunships at Bien Hoa. ... ' • , ... 
1700 hours - An Loe advisors evacuated by 2~u.:' • .. _ • · .:-~ '. . • .. • . 
1702 hQ.lrs - DCO-A: Rescue operation Loe Ninh starting. 
1735 hours - DC0-A: LOH 't/9 checking loc Ki nh L. Z. 'took he'a-ry '51 cal tire 
frar. E, w, SW, NE. • 
1?45 hours - Song be: Need two more hooks at 5ong Be to sling out downed 
aircraft. ., , ,. 
1800 hours - f /9: l.OH seriously shot ur, going to Song Be. 
1846 hQ.lrs - CG 'IRAC: i,;ontact lost with zippo 66 at 1846. He was -evading 
into city to try to make it till morning. 

. . 
8 April 1972: 

G435 hours - An Loe under gas and 75 mm rr attack. 
0520 hours - 'IRAC requests flare birk and gt;.n section to go to ?fu.i Ba Dinh 
taking incaning and suspect sapper attack F/79 9ounced 1 section at 05J0. 
Reann and PO.Lat 'OOl .-F/79 Cobras to ccwer dustoff 02 U .s. wounded at NBD. 
0630 hours -: Skids up for F /79 guns for ,An ·Loe. 
0705 hours - Notified medevac to have ship At Song Be. Long Binh dllstof.f' 
will backup with a ship at Lai lhe. 
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- ~; .. ;-• ~141!.';~;~-r;;:.,.. .. : •• ;_ .~~:: ,!, -· . 1 .. !,'.,.• . ~ ·· • ' • 

, .. i;~~f .!J .~~J~~~ :~~j ::~--~.::-. -~.:i · ... • .. ,~·:,-.• 7~ •t , ,· . 

Q'·-.:1?:l·-t;t'~ , -~ .•,· ·.~-,; ,-· - ~ ,,· .. ....... ~- . 
::,;::}~~~1i_;;i~~ ~f~--/ //.--~·~/: •. •. : • ·:~ 
. ;;~_~}-:·;i;•;1 '~- -~ --~":'ii:: ·:/:~_: _:~ .. •. 
,i~t"i't;r~-1;1, -~tc"~-" '!-(~, • .-:.'-1: ·-> ··~. • .. - . :- - . . 

• 
~,;,-. +. ,t,1 ~-11~·, ,,1-4·,;,.;. l•' lt •·. Jc t . iti .- ::f/~ . :· .. ,w, . " . r.i.~,:,a~.~~ - .,~ e pos ons. 
,·4r-f\ •;f~; -s; d l il~"Av.'f /~-AH-lG taking unknown GAF in all gun runs around L:>c 
... ,~'4_-~-:r-~1-!'·,. • • )( .. .-.. ~~~ 'r-,:.;.f•l~-~: .. :..-;·: .. ~ ... · - _: . 
---~-- ">"\\I -.,, •--~ ~ • :.r•---"-·• . f :J.ir.~:~~t~lt5~~1l9~y·•fi~~~---0920 hour~ had spotted unk no. -o! 51 cal· pits 

l 'i-.r~;.~it '. ~ ,. • ~lH~lG ':VRb.,unknCMn ·results. • 
.j' ._;::_~--.:<t:-~4s _:h_~~}~t~/229( ·.: ~potted 3 houses !\111 of eneniy. Returned ... to lAi Xhe 
:; : ·,-' \·•:i•, .. ·utl_ . pt~·:;».p ;AftVJi .00 . . . Returned to site near Quan l.oi. At ~ hours, 
:~ :;~;::·>) ) ~~~(~a~~~~ _:~~e individual ~caping engaged and killed} results 

.-~.- : . .-~) )l012Ha , ~!~rayed, .. l .enai_r KBH. 
:::>;µ.QO _)l~ .. ~~OOt'_, ~ub~h rearm-repol point at Song Be in order to reduce 
•. '·. t,urn1rowid ."t,iae in. 1.11· i.oc. - loc Ninh Area. Will use as sets alreidy on 
-~ :_ •. -~ . and • ~iah ~:·•~- • :. · · • · -
,.~·-.ra~ ltours ·~~li ' ·~C~it D/229 with 10 KBH. • 
. ·. :cl.,jO h~rs·. :- .co 'fflACMo nu.cs Loe Ninh still getting he.1vy artillery_ fire . 
. ··several -indirect .•tiJ'e positions verified and destroyed. 2 canrnnie~• of 9'-nd 

Ranpr1 . W/S lfCJa broke ·: through tran north into. l.oc Ninh a.nd one com~ey !ran 
• the ■ Ql.lth,. ': _,- _ ... :,,,. ' ·.; : · '. • · , ... , •• 
·-·l25S MUrS ~ ·r /9s • .lt ·1200 hoors, vicinity o! XT672953 3 J..H-lG took unknown 

amount Gil'. • All ) ahips t.ook hits and landed sate~ at L~K. Assessment to 
toll~. . : . . . _ 
1400 hours - .DCO-Ar • UHY beeps fran vie XT759?5J TASH- checking ~rea and will 
ge.t, baning bud into location. • 
1435 hours - AAE: CH-47 reports S~g Be P.OjJ open r . , . 
1545 houre - CG: Loe Ninh under constant pres~uite, mort:ar t ,'t-t.ack and ground 
attack caning tran t..l-ie. west. District compqund penetrdted but gunships broke 
.the attack. Gunships !iring final protecti,_;e fires along the peri.!r.ete'r • . 
1555 . hoors - CO: Cooras •going to Song Be fran l,,oc Nir:h for FOL/REAR¥.. 
lpl5 hours - D/229: Total _·kills reported for D./229 is V. , .. 
1810 hours - F /9:. -X::V 727132, 174 OH AH-lG r~~ived--heJ!.vy •53;_ ~J. -G.\F . at 2500 
feet, 100 KTS ~egative hits, engaged with org unk res: , . 
1855 hoors - DCO-A: D/229, F/9 have been released, enroute '·B: fL, · one sec-
tion F/79 will expend prior to returning, others e_nroute. . . • • 
1905 hours - D/229: At Quan Loi, Pink Tea.'1l rolled hot at 1630 ·nours because 
Quan Loi att,acked !ran south at the airstri}'.,. .,, . • ~ • . 
l905 hours - D/229, lT818903 1815; Multiple secQndary • expl os i ons !ran rub­
ber on N side o! airstrip, originally a 3 prong attack supported by· JY.G fire 
!ran hoochs east·. D/229 turned back attack ·toward PJ1 by using nails-. 
1930 hours - D/229: l.T671905 Cobra took '\).Ilknown a;nount of fire fran 51 cal, 
neg hits, engaged with org unk res. . . 
2100 hours - late Entry D/229: AH-lG on VR to~k- 51 • cal and D ~G fire eng w 
org rest 15 en l<BH. 

7 April 1972: 

0600 hours - m.t.O: F/79 gunships are to. be at Loe Ni."lh at first li_ght. 
Skids up on 5 >JhlG. 
0715 hours - TRAC: Send additional AH-lG to loc Ninh. S-3 ops reports l 
additional section enroute at 0730 hours. 
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Inclosure 3 - AO YJ.P 

Map Depicting Enemy Dispositions and Salient Activities of 229th AHB. 
· - • •• - ◄ . 
;. . , ,•., 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
, . 

~:~d~t,J,ffy 
. :-'1\J, AC£ {) 

Adjutant , 

, . , , 

• 
,, . ' . ' . I • I . . ·. 
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The auccesatul defense of An I.oc received o!ticial confinnation by the 

insertion or' LTO. Minh, CG ot Y.R ll, followed shortly by counter-guei:-rilla . 
warfare consulta.n.tto• the President:,~ir Robert Tha!!pson_,and finally by the 

arrival of the GVN Chief of State President Nguyen Van Thieu. Tpe· success-
. . , . 

f'ul insertion of the dignitaries, despite continual AAA fire, ~as acccmplished 
·. 

jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wing elements of the 

Vietnamese Air Force. (Inol 10-:£). 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
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. .. . . . . 
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AVDACO 

- ~ 
() 0 

DEPARTl-£NT OF THE ARMY .. 
TASK FORCE ''GARRY OWEN" (PROVISIONAL) 

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRHOBIL£) 
APO San Franersco 96490 

3 Aµaust 1972 . 

SUBJBCTa. RecoDlendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit aitation 

I THRU• . . Couandina General 
Third Reiional As1istance Command 
APO San· Francisco 96266 • • 

I f 
• I 

I 

i T01 Commandin~ General 
! United States Army Vietnam 

ATTN: AVHAG-DD 
APO San Francisco 96375 

1. Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-5-1, ~ar~graph 
, 201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential . 

Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism 
in a·ction against an armed enemy during the period S April 1972 

. through 7 .July 1972 in the vicinity ox the Provincial Capital · 
• of An Loe, Binh Lo~g Province, Republic of Vietnam . 

. z. During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
provided· an all out effort of both personnel and units making• 
a significant ~ontribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive 
eneiny .effort in Military Region· III. Faced with a ·multitude of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in 
a mid-intensity war environment .that had not heretofore been 
experienced. The heroism and professional competence •displayed 
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the 
h~ghest rec~gnition. • • • . 

3. It is significant that af~er seven years of service in the 
Republic of' Vietnam, the batt lion's final and perhaps aost 
•~&nificant combat support roe, ·was one of assisti~& the GVN 
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AVDACO 
SUBJECT: 

3 August 1972 
Recommendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Citation 

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date 
without the support of U.S. ground forces. The performance 
of this battalion during the period S April 1972 through 
7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit 
in the Vietnam conflict. 

10 Incl 
l. • Suirln&17 ~! Jlecommendation 
2. &.rrative ~ .. . -~ !'tion 
3. AO l~p 
4. l'riend:cy and Enel:'O' CasualtiPs and Stre~tha 
5. Listing of Uni ts 
6. Proposed Ciution 
7. Awards and Deeora tions 
8. Statiz;tical ~ta 
9. Extract S-3 Opr..s Log 

10. Stater.ents of ~itnesscs, letters of Col!lmendat:ion and News Stories 

" 



Inclosure l 

SUY.MARY OF RECOMMENDATION Fell A.WARD OF ffilSIDEm'IAL UNIT CITATION: . 
229TH ASSAULT HELICOPl'ER BATT Al.ION,. . TASK FORCE "GARRY O\·:EN11 , FmS't C AVAlltY 
DIVISION, U.S. ARMY • 

• MISSION: Conduct aerial support or GVN defenders of An Ic'c-l.Qe Ninh, to 
include anned helicopter gunship support, refugee evacuation, -;iedical­
evacuation insertion-extraction or troop units and logistics resupply. 

CONCEPl' OF OPERATION: 

229th AHB provides aerial support to GVN defenders vicinity An .Loe, Lo'c 
Ninh, ~an loi, staging initially out of Sonr, Be, displacin~ as necessary to 
41 Khe and Bien Hoa. 

EUX;UTION: 

CA-\ S April l'f/2 elements of the 229th AHB responded immediately with armed 
helicopter support tor GVN forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVN 
soldiers, U.S. advisors and VN civilians fro~ locations critically threa­
tened by the enemy drive and carunenced logistical tes'upply operations. 
Despite the h~aviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encountered by Army 
airmobile elements, the 229th tqing caval~er; _nfintained ~~~i:r· -support 
continuous~ throughout the 93 day period of the seige •• • • 

t • ' . ,, 
A.I thb waa not a separate oombat operation by U.S. forces but support of 
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story-of the vali,ant efforts of 
the 229th AHB are best seen, not in body-co'Ullt :·t;t,llies but in more mundane, 
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements of.,.the 229th AHB flew over 
thirteen thousand sorties, tran~ported over sixteen t.housa:19 .1pe;:sonnel, 
tired over five million rounds or ordnance, and hauled over 200 tons of 
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant bVN defenders. This resulted 
in ·the virtual destruction of four 'NVA Divisions and 3 ~'VA Re~iments . ., . ,. - . 
In an atmosphere approximating that of ccriventiorial warfare that sa~ the 
introduction, tor the first time into MR Ill, of Soviet manufac1;.vr~d armor, 
23 and J?ir.m AAA am the SA-7 "Strella" missile, the 229th ARB ne·ver faltered, 
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts -of individual 
and collective heroism. • • • • • • • 

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied 
the propaganda coup inherent in hia quest to capture the provincial capital 
was signalled by the insertion of the GVN Chief' of State, Pre~ident Nguyen 
Van Thieu, into An Loe with 229th AHB a1sistance•on 7 Ju~ 1972. 

The facts CQltained in the citation and \his summary ,are a matter of record. 



Inclos,~e 1 (Co!"tim.e<l) Sun"'.r.ry cf ~er.c: .. 11 .ud r. tion for .. ~w;!r_d of Pr'P-dder.tinl 
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• Inclosure 2 - Narrative Description 

229TH AHB SUP~T OF Gl/N FCRC!S IN 'IH E BINH l.ONG C0U~'TF.R0FFEi'lSIVE 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS 

. 
In ear~ April 1972, NVA torces•cantinued the long-e,xpected Nguyen Hue 

ottensive, begun earlier in MR I & MR II, with a massive thrust into MR III. 
.. . . 

The weight of' the enem7 drive, characterized by intense ground '-assaults, . 
hea'Y)' indirect tire and armor in strength, fell first upon loc Ninh (See Incl 3). 

At 0530 hours, 5 April l'T/2, Loe Ninh was brought under heavy attack bY. 

three regiments (275, 174 and E6) of the 5th VC/NVA Division. These Attacks 
' 

were supported by 5th VC/INA DIVARTY, and 69th ~·rY Car.mand consistine of 

60/82 mm aortar, 107 /122 mm and 240 mm rockets. 
,.. ' 

A series of ground attacks 

{Alt the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of U>c Ninh . .• 
, • , .I 

compound. latvr in the morning the beleaguered defeooers.:came under fire 
,, . . . 

trcm 105/155 mm howitzers captured by the enemy, _u his· overwl1elming attacks . · • .. 

against several small tire bases north of lo~ Ninh. , . . . . 
At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav was d;verted' fran ·J/i Cav AO patrol 

• # , , • • • • • , 

in the Bien Hoa area to Lai Khe and D Trp, 229th. AHt was dive·rtea, fr.an Tay 
. _. • • • I ; I 'f' 

Ninh to Quan Loi to provide support to ARVN elements in contact. All air 

assets of 229th JJiB were placed on 15 minute ale~t.for po~sible evacuation 
. . ,, .. 

missions throughout all of KR III.. Fire teams !ran F/79 AFA (Blue !-~ax) 

were dispatched fran Ieng Thanh to provide. supJX)rt in the vicinity of U>c 

Ninh. As the Cav Troops and Blue Max arrived on ·statfon, it became apJ:Qrent 

that Quan loi had been overrun and An Loe was surrounded. The Cobras employed 

flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers or 
. • , , . 

enemy troops in the open areas of the overr-.in allied positions. , 

&emy AAA fire took ite toll, however, with 1 >JUG ~COERA" and crew lost, 

(1) 
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t 
and 2 AlilG& damaged. The enemy anti-aircraft fire, consisting or 37 m, 23 11111., 

Sl Cal and small ama vaa ot the highest intensity encountered in the long 

h1ator.y ·ot Army air-_operations 1n South Vietnam.· Meanwhile, CH47 Chinooks 

ot the 362nd (Assault Support H~lic~pter) aviatiC11 can~ny and UHl" slicks or 

A/229 and B/229 were busily engaged 1n \:.he evacua tiCl'l ·or ARVN _5oldiers, US 

·advisors and civilians trClD Quan Loi., as well as the delivery ·or 115 rein­

forcements and 16 tons or logistics to the defenders of An Loe. 
. . 

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of Loe Ninh still ~anging on but 

the situation had continued to deteriorate. In order to provide more ~imc 

on target, the decision was made at 1100 for elenents of 229th AHB to stage 
. ,, . 

·out ot Song Be tor the aerial support of Loe Ninh. S-4/229 began th'e ship-

ment, by ClJO, of fOL and Class V supplies ~or, rea:nn and refuel of the 
, . . . 

229th A.HB 1a otganic aircraft. A j'lDllp operations center w.as established at 
, , , . 

I • I • 

~ong Be by S-3, 229th AHB to operate the airfield and coordtrrate missions 
• 

• tor the aircraft. The re-arm, re-fuel point and airfield were 1\µly o'pera-
. 

tional by 1435 hours. Gunship operati~s c,on~¥;1+ed thr~gQou,t the Loe 
• ' .... _,. , • -~-- ... · . . . 

Ninh/Quan u,i/>.n l.oc area with no abatement in grounf t? ai,r_,file. 

By 7 April it was apparent that Loe Ninh"would soon founder under"the 

sheer weight of enemy numbers. By midmorning, ?NA infantry and· tahks had 

overrun the middle canpound and NV A were re:l!loving captured ARVN artillery 

for their On'n future use. A life and death drama began unfolding in earnest at 
. . 

the new-split compound manned by American advisors and their Vietnamese 

counterparts. MG Hollingsworth, '!RAC CG, made the decision to eva.cua.te the 

U.S. advisors at l.oc Ninh (Incl 10-A,. LIFE~agazine Article., 21 Apr 72). 

His plan was. to hit the enemy infested a.rea as hard as possible with USAF 

TAC-.Air--to knock out the A.AA site·s, use CS gas to temporarily stun the • 



f 

enemy, send in a "heavy pink team" from F/9th to check out the area for enemy 

res,iatance, and then run a ccmbat assault o! H/75th Ra.ncers _cnto the strip at . . 

Loe llinh_ to pick up the U.S. advis<?r5 • After the· Tac Air prepara~ion was 

canpleted, the "heavy pink team" went in. The scout approached the strip . . , . 
tran the southeast at tree top level, with the low "cobra II above him 1, OCX> . . 
teet and_ the high "cobra" ~p another 1,000 feet. Approximately· five kilo­

meters out from the strip over the rubb?r plantation surrounding •the area, 

the team took intensive .5~ -~al fire which continued the entire way into the 

objective. Upon reaching the strip, the scout reported intensive g:-ound to . 
air tire and numerous. hits in his aircraft. The Tac air strikes and. tbe CS 

had been ineffective again·s't the massive blanket of AA>... Gathering dusk 
. . 

and worsening weather forced curtailment of further retcue effo~ts that day . 
• 

The advisors• last radio transmission pri6T to,betng overrun 
. I • l - t ~ 

stated that 

they would try to evade to the south. • , . . . . 
_With the fall or Loe Ninh, it became apparent that the_ next ~nemy tar-

e :••, I • • . • •• ~ ' . t . . 

get would be the prov.,in~~~-capital of An Loo."' The .... ca.pture ·-of •a ·provincial 
_,,;._~r- •. •'°:"" . ., •· .. , .:' .,. 

capital would be a . p;t:oPaganda coup !or the enemy and would yield the NV A 
.4 •• ' • , • 

the opportunity to sel.-7-'4l? .'~ f revorutiona~• goverment in the heartland of 
~~::;;::: • . .' : 1j ~~I :.,. ;, I t. • • 
~ ... '-•·•!•' 

Y.R III. The decisioi:t.vas ·made by GVN to hold -An -£cc at all costs. (See 

Inclosure 3). 

The battle o!' ·:~~d 1di~ . be· charact~ized by five distinct periods. 

The first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and l~-22 Apr 72 were characterized 

by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated 
ti ti • 

infantry and armor attacks. The second and fourth periods, from 15 Apr -. . 

18 lpr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were periods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging P,ersonnel and equipnent 

f3) 



battles. In addition to the annor support, the 69 Artillery Car.mand and its 

three regiments (42, 208 and 271) supPorted the otfensive. The 208 Rocket 

Regt wae• 1n general eupport or the 9 VC Division, and its three subordinate 

bat'talions were located approxima teiy 7-10 km free An loo. The 42·Rocket 

Artillery Regt was also 1n general support, with its three'sub~inate bat­

talions also located around An Loe. 'l'he third regiment, which .na.d been re­

cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-AircrAft ReP,t. The regiment 
. 

and its subordinate battalions ringed Ari Loe with almost constant, intense 

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first time, ~1l III _experienc~d 23 mm 

anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (S1RELLA) missiles were also employed in the An 1.oc 

area in a general support role. Additionally during Phase I, the 429 Sapper 

Gp (-) participated, employing at least three sapper battalions (9, 1.3, and . . . 
, • , #I 

14) in a support role. The sapper units, which were coo:p~etely familiar with 
,, , I • . ' • • 

the Binh Long-Binh Duong are• and the trans-shiitnellt points, 'W_ere_ used pri-
. 

marily as canmo-liaiaonpersonnel, guiding th~ main force unit thr~ugh the. area. 

The 229th ARB was tasked with aerial support in' conjunction' with USAF 
• •, ;.,. f I • .- - • _ · : ·.. : • 1 • • • . 

and VNAF TAC A.IR and aerial resupply drop.s and B-52 strikes q:ncl 10-D) • . In order to . . .. ., .. ~· 

cut turn-around time for the task, the extensiTe POL/rearm facility at Song 

Be was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to l.ai lhe for support of the An 
. ., . 

l.oc d~fenders of the perimeter. By nightfall the La.i Khe staging area was 

canplete and fully operational with the S-3 jump operations center. 

10 - 12 April 1972 saw a ccntinuatio~ of the fi~rce contention for An 

i.oc. Omships of both CAV Troop.s and Blue l'.ax were continuously on station 

providing close aerial support for the defenders .in the block-by-block, - , 
house-to-house contest for control of the.besieged city. AAA fire continued . . . 
in ever increasing volume. While CH-47's of 362nd oegan the airlift of re- • 
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f 
tugees tran Bu Dop to Song Be, lift ships of A./229 responded t~ the · call tor 

help at Tay Ninh. - During the night the radio relay ·station at Nui Ba Den 

mountain -had been overrun, _with seve:ral U .s. and ARVN persomel killed or 
. 

wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three lifts, inserting 90 ARVN 

reinforcements and evacuating casualties; each ship taking ~itswon every 

lift, with two A/229 crewmen wounded. ·. 

Possibl¥ the single most heroic act of the entire ioc Ninh/An Loe 

operation occurred mid-morning April 8th; when_ a D Troop l.OH, piloted by CPI' 

John Whitehead, rescued nine pcroonnel evading south frar. Loe Ninh to An•Loc. . . 
' 

(Incl lo-B). Responding to a radioed SOS from the four American advi-
,, 

sors, CPI' Wh~tehead landed under withering enemy fire only to have his air-

craft swamped by desperate ARVN soldiers seeking, to escape from _the Communist 
, . , , , 

foes surrounding them. With 9 people clinging to the airc.~aft and enemy fire 
'• , . . , . , . 

increasing CPT Whitehead did the only thing -posS':i,bi.e. He . skipPed, bounced 
• 

and litera~v forced his overloaded aircraft ~to the air Wit~ nine su~j.v.ors 

clinging desperate4r to the tiny helicopter. By._.'2130 hours, · ],2 April, the . . , , . . . . . 
' ,,, ~ -- ··- . . . . 

evacuation of 1500 ARVN Troops, 2,000 civilians, six 105 run howitzers arxi , 
• • • I • 'f" 

two 155 mm howitzers tran Bu Dop to Song Be was• completed by CS-47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd ASH. 
. ,, . 

13 April saw the rescue of the ll wounded A.~erican advisors fran the 

hotly contested soccer field at An Loe by e~ements o~ the 229th. As the enezr.y 

intensified his pressure upon the city with annor 'and infantry, the first 

tank kill was scored by F/79 ' ~A. This was acco::ni:;anied by the kill of 21 

trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of the 229th AHB. The tank-shoot con-
~ ti • 

tinued through the 15th of Apr_il proving the deadly capabilities of the attack 
• . . # .. . • . 

helicopter against annored vehicles. (/A'ct.. /o --~). While Cobra gunships 
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t 
ot D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to GVN forces in An Loe 

and to the relief colmn attempting to forge north from Chon Thanh up enemy 
·• 

controlled Q.L. l) to the embatUed capital, Blue Max flew ~hip cover- in 
' ·. . 

support, ot the VNAF insertion ot troops in the vicinity of Quan }Di and Chon 

Thanh-1.ai Khe. 
., . ... 

.. 
On l6 April an en~ round detonated the ARVN ammunition dump at Lai Khe 

. , ... · ... -

rendering the re-an:n re-:tuei point at that location unuseable. S-4'229th AHB 

immediateq shifted reann ,a.nd refuel operations to Bien Hoa iind support opera-

t~ons continued without f.R.UBC. The followinr: mornin~, a's ooon ;rn thft oonfla­

gration had ceased, S-4/229th AHB again shifted rearm- refuel operations back 
, ,, . 

to lai Khe, accanplishing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa-

cilities • over. a distance of Yl lan in 24 hours with no }l1use in support 
, • , # • • , 

• I ,, 

upon the city of An-.~ coti~;.pu.ed through the period 17 April through 17 Y.ay 

with enemy penetrai~.:~; ::or and infantry :o~~u~ring 0l1 18, 2~ ~nd 25 
\ ,,,,,. _,., ... . . • . . . 

April and ll and l4 Mq. In each in1tance >.RVN fore.A• .1uppQrt¢ by .Af'm1 . , •. · . . ' 

aviation rep.llsed tMel-~n-·· and restored the •perimeter. The fi~ting ·raged 

!ram house to house, block by block, precluding"' the use ~of USAF' TAC Air . . , . 

within the city due to the proximity of the frie.ndly forces. It was in this 

envirorment that the attack helicopter gttnship proved its mettle. Through . . . . . . 
their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras of Blue Y.ax and the two 

Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city 

with trierxily forces o~ a scant few '1\ete:-&' away. ( Incl..10-C). 

During·this period the increasingly poor weath~r corxiitions engerdered . 
by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airs trikes. However on 
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t 
onq two days, the 21st and 23rd or April, were 229th .A.HB support operations 

p.rtially curtailed due to weather. 23 April was not a total loss as a 

Cobra of 1/9 CAV toun~f a hole in the clouds and de:!troyed an enemy fuel truck . 
trying to make its way to re·ruel enemy tanks under cover ·or clou<1s. The 

. . , . 
24th and 28th or April saw the first of several large exchange& of troops 

.. 
by 229th AHB at An J.oc. Fresh troops were flown into the city 8;1ld wourded 

and weary troops rotated to the ARYN Headquarters ard stagin~s art;a at l.ai 

Khe. Numerous medical evacuation missions were handled during this period. 

Whenever a rull 1n the enemy fire occurred al'\Y of the 229th aircraft,in the 

area would pop in and ~natch the wounded. These instance& were so num,~rou~ 
. . 

am routine as to preclude any attempt to proper~ document them._ 

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the ap~i~ai~craft capabilities . , 
• 

or the enemy with the appearance of the SJ.,;-7, 11Stre).la11 , a· ·man-poi:-table, heat-' . , . 
• ' • I- ',4, 

seeking missile or Sovi!t manufacture. The first sighting of:·the new threat 
• ' ,. 

was reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 May 1972. Its appearance in ever'i'.n-

creasing frequency coincided with the ccromen1ement·C?.f the J..ast'.big ~nemy 
' 6r' .- . ...... . • •• 

PJ.•h apinlt An l.Do which h&d boon announoed by an intit?'oep~•li enemy r&dio . . 
tra·nsmission. As the tanks began massing for the assault on 11 April, it 

., , .. . . 
became apparent that_ the enemy had electeq to pla7- his heretofore undetected 

trun1p card to · ·cancel out the advantage held by th.e GVN forcets .wi.th. thf}ir 
. ' . 

overwhelming aerial support. Although the SA-7 was to claim ·6 AH-:lG Cobra . - . . . .. . 

aircraft 1n the following ·weeks, it did not force a cur:tailment ~f ·helico_pter 

operations as maey doubters of the ·aimobile concept had theorized. The ad­

vantage of the missile would be counte~d in !hid=-July as a newly developed 

/ infra-red dissipa!,ion modification was i~stalled on 229th AHB aircraft, but for 

now the developnent or modified tactics was a matter or the utmost urgency . 

• 
(8) 
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The tactics employed at loc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation 

on the Pink Team - light tire team theme which had been utilized before in 

. high intensicy AAA environments such as the A Shau Valley operation by the 

lst Cavaley Division (Ainnobile) in'l968. These variations were tbe employ­

ment or heavy tire teams canposed of th'ree ships as opposeti t~ the two ship 

light-tire-team used by A.FA and the use of a "H_eavy Pink Team 1i• r in sane 

cases a purple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy fink Team" consisted . 
• of a l.OH in the l<M level scout role r.talked by the first Cob~a at l, 500 feet 

to hi:l rear or flank. Upon the 1011 rc:ccivin~ fire or ~pot.tin,. a t.1rf?t~.t. the 
' 

low Cobra would roll in with izmiediatc fiUpfre!;~ivc fire, thu~ cnablinr; the ,, 
scout ship to evade, and providing an izr.mediate mark for the higher Cobra, 

tollCMing at 2,500 feet or higher to set, up ~ d,eliberate roc1:cet JllSS. As the 

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra would be in a position 
,, . . ' .. 

to cover with a rocket run ot his own, thus alternating ~nt1'1- either destruc-
• . . 

tion of the target was car.plete or exhaustion of fuel or·ar.-..~uniti9n necessi-

tated relief on station by _another team. Anot!':er varia ticn -was the 11Purple 
♦ • ~ I • • . • • 

' ... . ... 
Team" with tho J.OH, two Cobras and a UH-lH "slick" at · a high~r eltitude to 

• • • I 'f' 

serve as a camnand control element for the teb. and to accomplish rec t:Nery 

o! downed crews if needed. This beefing Uf of t:'he air ~~neuver ·ele:nents was 

accanJ:9.nied. by a shift to low level fli~ht ~nroute to rr.ini~ize exposure to 

heavy AAA weapons. This, however, ir.creased t'he vulnerability to small anns 
. - . .. ' 

tire .'. ~ with the loss of the element of surprise caused by daily continued 

operations aver the same terrain. This caused the modification of tactics 

to encanJ:QSS ever higher enroute alti\uces ll)'ld .the use of cloud cover to 

good effect ~ven before the introduction. of the 11S tr~lla 11
• The arr_ival of . 

the 11Strella 11 , alth~gl\·,: q\lantum jump in AAA t echnology, had only the effect .,~ .-. . 
. ' • . . .. ' 
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t 
of intensifying the need for this type or tactic in A. hirh L~tensi ty AJ..A en­

vironment. The need tor ch~ge 1n stand~·d aerial insertion nr.rl ext:-act!on 

tactics also became rendily apparent. 'Whereas previously the emphasis had 

been upon large forma tbns of lift ships makine c?-assic co;iba t assaults; 
. 

this was rendered suicidal beep.use of the murde::-cus effect of \he high in-

tensity AAA and ~F. 
.. . ·, . 

The tactics et~loyed to circumvert the.ii.AA and ID~ . . 
·. 

was for small flights of one or tYo ships to fly nbovo cloi:.d cover enroute 

to the PZ and. u_tilize · I\ rapicUy spirRJ.inG hit,;h overhead appro2ch to thn 
. . 

LZ. ~thfinders of HHC, 2.?9th AHR were re~;>onsiblc for Lz· .cori-lroJ,assembUnr. 

ou1.c!o1ne paylca.ds and movin,~ the PZ ,.:1 <: i:<,rny ct,nr.<•r~: fom~l Lh~- rw:~J.--,. • This 
. . . 

enabled the lift ships to spend rninir.um tir.',e on tr.r- !''l.,of t.en dcpartine 'With 
, "\it , 

deadly 105 ana. ·155 rounds i!llpacting on t~e Pl while tr.ey Yere on short 

climbOUt,. , . , . 
• Daw 17 May found the An Loe peri~q:er quie_t !or the firs~ tiree in 42 

' , . 
I , I- • • •• 

days, 'With the calm . broken only by occs. sional 1::cp~ir.g ·a:-tillery or mor-
• 

tar ro..:.nds. This lull -was not to contin~e but it was upps.~ent for the 'first 

time that the back of the siege had oossibly :br:er: hrokf,n·. .: :,P:::;pj. t~ the les-. ' ., .. .- , _ . . . . . 

senine of the P.ctual ground a~sav.l t upcr. .~.r, Loe the--e;;e:iy;:r'r-il•l held corrr.P.nd-. . 
ing positions along QL 13 to the south preven~~n[ e'!'Ovr.d move~ent between An 

., • I. . • 

Loe and Chon Thanh, ar.d ringed the city .of .A!J L9.c vi th AL~ & ir,direct fire 

register~ to almost pinpoint acct:.racy dur-ing the earlier days of t}:le siege 

This made t.~e task of evacuation of l~rie nuLlbers dead and wour-ded and the . . 
insertion of reinforcements possible for the first time but highly hazard­

ous. Massive troop exchanges took place on 31 ?'.ay, 5, 9, 10, 11, 1.3, 20, 22 1 

29 June and 1 and 5 J'Uly resulting ir.f the t'6ta1 exc!'.!1?.nge of 111 153 personnel, 

accomplished 'With minimal casualties despite an U.'1Qiminisced curtain of }.AA . . . 

& IDF fire unequalled by any yet encountered in the Vietnamese conflict. 
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AVDACO 

f ~ 
() 0 

DEPARTK:NT OF THE ARMY .. 
TASK FORCE ''GARRY OWEN" (PROVISIONAL) 

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRHOBILE) 
APO S•n Francisco 96490 

3 Aµ,ust 197Z . 

SUBJBCT1. Recouendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Oitation 

,THRU: Commandinf General 
Third Rei onal Assistance Command 
APO San· Francisco 96266 • • 

I f 
I : i 

! Toa Commandin~ General 
! 

4 

United States Army Vietnam 
ATTN: AVHAG-DD 
APO San Francisco 96375 

1. Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-S-l, ~aragraph 
, 201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential . 
· Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism 
in a·ction against an armed enemy during the period 5 April 1972 

. through 7 luly 1972 in the vicinity of the Provincial Capital · 
• of An Loe, Binh Lo~g Province, Republic of Vietnam . 

. 2. During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
provided· an all out effort of both personnel and units making. 
a significant ~ontribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive 
eneiny effort .in Military Region· III. Faced with a ·multitude of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in 
a mid-intensity war environment .that had not heretofore been 
experienced. The heroism and professional competence•displayed 
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the 
h~ghest rec~gnition. • · • 

3. It is significant that af~er seven years of service in the 
Republic of'Vietnam, the batt lion's final and perhaps most 
•~gnificant combat support roe, ·was one of assisti~& the GVN 

I . i 

I 
I· 
I 

t. 

' .... 
.... . '. 

,, ' . 
I • • 

. " .. . . ·, • ' 
•·· , . 
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AVDACO 
SUBJECT: 

3 August 1972 
Recommendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Citation 

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date 
without the support of U.S. ground forces. The performance 
of this battalion during the period S April 1972 through 
7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit 
in the Vietnam conflict. 

10 Incl 
1. Sumr.11.I')" ~f' ~COllllllenda.tion 
2. &rrative k,w , ·'~tion 
3. AO Hup 
4. Jriendly and Enei;v Casualti""s and Stre~tha 
5. Lioti11& of Uni ts 
6. froposed Ciution 
7. Awards and Deeora tiorus 
8. Statiz;tical ~ta 
9. Extract S-3 Opr.s Log 

10. Sta.ter.ents of ~itnesses, uitters of Comznendatjon and News Stories 
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Inclosure l 

SUY.MARY OF RECc»sMEWATION FOO AWIJUl OF !RESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATIONs . 
229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION,-, TASK FORCE "GARRY Ov:EN11 , rmst CAVAIBY 
DIVISION, U.S. ARMY • 

• MISSION: Conduct aerial support ot GVN defenders of An loc-LQe Ninh, to 
include armed helicopter gunship support, refugee evacuation, -viedical­
evacuation insertion-extraction or troop units end logistics resupply. 

CONC&Pl' OF OPERATION: 

229th AHB provides aeral support to GVN defenders vicinity An Loe, Ldc 
Ninh, Quan loi, staging initially out of Song Be, displacin~ as necessary to 
41 Khe and Bien Hoa. 

UECUTION: 
. . 

Ch 5 April 1'1/2 elements or the 229th AHB responded immediately with armed 
heli copter support tor GVN forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVN 
soldiers, U.S. advisors and VN civilians frotn locations critically threa­
tened by the enemy drive and canmenced logistical tesupply operations. 
Despite the h~aviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encountered by Army 
ainnobile elements, the 229th flying caval~er; _irfintained ~!lfir·-support 
continuously throughout the 93 day period of the &eige .• • •. 

t • ' . #• 

A.I thb was not a eeJ)&rate ocnbat ope ration by U.S. torces but support of 
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story -of the val1,.ant efforts of 
the 229th AHB are best seen, not in body- co~t :·t;t,llies but in more mundane, 
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements of.,the 229th AHB flew over 
t hirteen thousand sorties, transported over sixteen t..bousan<j _1peponr.el, 
tired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 200 tons ot 
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant bVN defenders. This resulted 
in ·the virtual destruction of four NIIA Divisions and 3 ~'VA Re~imen~s. ,,, . •. 

In an atmosphere approximating that of ca-iventiori'al warfare that sa~ the 
introduction, for the first time into MR III;, of _Soviet manufact;.\lr~d a.nnor, 
23 and 3?zr.m AAA ard the S>.-7 "Strew" missile, the 229th ARB ne·ver faltered, 
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards !or acts ·of individual 
and collective heroism. • 1 • • 

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied 
the proi:aganda coup inherent in hie quest to capture the provincial capital 
was signalled by the insertion or the GVN Chief or State, Pre_sident Nguyen 
Van Thieu, into An Loe with 229th AHB a;sistance•on 7 Ju~ 1972. 

The facts CQ'ltained in the citation and '\his summary ,are a matter of record. 



. l 

t 
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Inclosure 2 - Narrative Description 

229TH AHB SUPPOOT OF GIN FORCFS IN 'IHE BINH LONG C0UNTtR0FFENSIVE 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS 

. 
In ear~ April 1'112, NVA torces•continued the long-e.xpected Nguyen Hue 

offensive, begun earlier in MR I & MR II, with a massive thrust into MR III. 
. . 

The weight ot the enemy drive, characterized by intense ground ·-assaults, . 
heavy indirect tire and armor in strength, fell first upon Loe Ninh (See Incl .3). 

At 0530 hours, 5 April 1'112, Loe Ninh was brought under heavy attack bY. 

three regiments (275, 174 and E6) of the 5th VC/NVA Division. The~c attacks 

were supported by 5th VC/NVA DIVARTY, and 69th ~'I'Y Car.mand consistine of 
. ,.. . 

60/82 mm mortar, l<:fl /122 mm and 240 mm rockets. A series of ground attacks 

p.it the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of Loe Ninh . . 

compound. lat~r in the morning the beleaguered def~nd;rs. ·came under fire . ,, . . . 
trcm 105/155 mm howitzers captured by the enemy, ill his· oveNI1elming attacks . . .. . . 

against several small /ire bases north of lo~ Ninh. , . . . . 
At 0815 hours, 5 April 1'112, F/9 Cav was d;verted'fran -3/L Cav AO ~trol 

• f , ' • • • • • , 

in the Bien Hoa area to Lai Khe and D Tr~, 229th AHB_. was dive~rtea I fr.an Tay -. . ., :' .,. 
Ninh to Quan Loi to provide support to ARVN elwients in contact. All air 

assets of 229th AHB were placed on 15 minute ale~t.for po~sible evacuation 

missions throughout all or Y.R IIL Fire t~ams 
0

fr~ F/79 AFA (Blue ){ax) 

were dispatched i'ran long Thanh to provide. support in the vicinity of Loe 

Ninh. As the Cav Troops and Blue Max arrived on ·statfon, it became ap~rent 

that Quan loi had been overrun and An Loe was surrounded. The Cobras employed 

flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of 
. • , ~ . 

enemy troops in the open areas of the overr-,.m allied positions. 
. . 

&ezny AAA fire took its toll, however, with 1 AHlG "C0IRA" and crew lost, 

(1) 



f , 
and 2 AHlOB damaged. The enem, anti-aircraft tire, consisting of 37 mn, 23 m, 

Sl Cal and small ams was ot the highest intensity enc~tered in the long 

h1atoey ·or Army a1r-_operations in South Vietnam. Meanwhile., CH47 Chinooks 

ot the 362nd (Aaaault Support H!lic~pter) av~tiCl'l canpaey and UHr slicks ot 

A/V.9 and B/229 were busily engaged in \.he evacuati<Xl ·or ARVN :oldiers, US 

• advisors and civilians tran Quan lei, as well as the delivery ·or ll.5 rein­

forcements and l6 tons of logistics to the defenders of An Loe. 
. 

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of loc Ninh still ~nging on but 

the situation had continued to deteriorate. In order to provi<le more ~imc 

on target, the decision was made at 1100 for el~ents of 229th AHB to stage 
. ,, , 

·out ot S<Xlg Be tor the aerial support of loc Ninh. S-4/229 began the ship-

ment., by Cl:30, or POL and Class V supplies for, rearm and refuel of the • . 
, . , , 

229th A.HB'e otganic aircraft. A junp operations center w.as established at 
,, . . 

I • , • 

~ong Be by S-3, 229th A.HB to operate the airfield and coordtrrate missions 
• 

• 
for the aircraft. The re-arm, re-fuel point and airfield were fu.lly opera-

tional by l.435 hours. Gunship operations c,on~µ;\+ed thr~gQOU,t the loc 
• ' ,,. ..,,, - • - 1 .. ... . • • • • • 

. Ninh/Quan !Di/An loc area with no abatement in ground· to air ,fire. 
• . 111> • • I .. 'f• 

~ 7 April it was apparent that loc Ninh"would soon founder under·the 

sheer weight of enemy numbers. By midmorning, WA inf ant.ry and · tanks had 

overrun the middle compound and NV A were removing captured ARVN artillery 

for their o,,,n future use. A life and death drama began unfolding in earnest at . . 
the new-split compound manned by American advisors and their Vietnamese 

counterparts. MG Hollingsworth., 'IRAC CG, made the decisia1 to evacuate the 

U.S. advisors at loc Ninh (Incl 10-A,. LIFE)fagazine Article., 21 Apr 72). 

His plan wa~ to hit the enemy infested a.rea as hard as possible wi~h USAF 

TAC-Air --to knock out the A.A.A site's, use CS gas to temporari~ stun the • 



t 
enemy., send in a "heavy pink team" from F/9th to check · out the area for enemy 

res,istance., and then run a c~bat assault ot H/75th Rangers . onto the strip at . . 

loc llinh to pick up the U.S. advisQr5. After the·Tac Air prepara~ion was 

canpleted, t he "heav, pink team" went i:11· The s cout approached the strip . , . ... 
tra:n the southeast at tree top level, with the low ."cobra" aboye him l,000 

teet and. the high "cobra" ~p another 1,000 feet. Approximately· five kilo­

meters out from the strip over the rubb7r plantation surrounding ~he area, 

the team took intensive .51 ·-cal fire which continued the entire way into the 

objective. Upon reaching the strip, the scout reported intensive g:-ound to 
' 

air fire and numerous . hits in his aircraft. The Tac air strikes and. t'he CS 

had been ineffective agairis.•t ·· the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk 
. . 

and worsening weather forced curtailment of furthet retcue effo~ts that day . 
• 

The advisors• last radio transmission pri6T \o,be:!ng over nin 
. I • l • '! 

stated that 

they would try to evade to the south. • , , 
' '' 

With the fall of Loe Ninh, it became apparent that th~ next _,:nemy tar-
• :·· '! , • .. . ••• ' ~ • . . 

get would be the provJncial.ca.pital of An Loo.·" The-ca.pture ·ef -a provincial 
;: s; . . ..,. .. . : • _, 

• -- • • • I • -,• 

capital would be a . ~r~·Paga.nd.a coup !or the enemy and would yield the NV A . , . 
the opportunity to se1f4~.:~; ;'. revoruti ona~• goverm.ent in the heartland of 

-~ ~~~:;:.:·;rt, ,.. ., • • 

Y.R III. The decisf.on;.,-~as ·made by GVN to hold An -£cc at all costs. (See 

Inclosure 3) . 

The first a.nd third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and l~-22 Apr 72 were characterized 

by heavy., intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated 
,I ,I I 

infantry and armor attacks. The second and fourth periods, from 15 Apr -
, . 

18 ilpr 72, and 2J.Apr - ll May 72 were periods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging P,ersonnel and equipnent 



battles. In addition to the annor support, the 69 Artillery Car.mand and its 

three regiments (42, 208 and 271) supPorted the offensive. The 208 Rocket 

Regt was• in general support of the 9 VC Division, and its three subordina. te 

battalions were located approximateiy 7-10 km !ran An .loo. The 42·Rocket 

Artillery Regt was also in general support, with its three 'sub~inate bat­

talions also located around An Loe. The third regiment., which .nad been re­

cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-Aircr1tft ReP,t. The regiment 

and its subordinate battalions ringed Ari Loe with almost constant., intense 

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first time, Y.R III _experienc~d 23 rnm 

anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (S'IREU.A) missiles we:re also employed in the An loc 
,". 

area in a general support role. Additionally during Phase I, the 429 Sapper 

Gp (-) iarticipated, employing at least three sapper battalions (9, 13, and . . . , . , , 
14) in a support role. The sapper units, which were comp~etel,y familiar with 

,, , , . . , .. 
the Binh Long-Binh Duong area and the trans-shiµ'ne!lt points, w_ere_ used pri-

. 
marily as canmo-liaiaonpersonnel, guiding the main force unit thr~ugh the. area. 

The 229th AHB was tasked with aerial support in' conjunction· with USAF 
• \ ;.,. f I • _.. - • • • :·~- : • . 1 . • • . 

and VNAF TAC AlR and aerial resupply drops and B-52 strikes q:ncl 10-D) •. In order to . . . . , .. .,. 

cut turn-around time for the task, the extensiTe FOL/rearm facility at Song 

Be was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to l.ai 1'he for support of the An . ,, . 
.loc d~.fenders of the perimeter. By nightfall the Lai Khe staging a?"ea was 

canplete and fully operational with the S-3 jump operations center. 

10 - l2 April 1972 saw a ccntinuat.io~ of the fi~rce contention for An 

Loe. Qmships of both CAV Troops and Blue Y.ax were continuously on station 

providing close aerial support for the defenders .in the block-by-block, - ~ 
house-to-hous~ contest for control of the.besieged city. AAA fire continued 

. 
in ever increasing volume. While CH-47 1 s of 362nd oegan the airlift of re- • 

,. 
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t 
tugees tran Bu Dop to Song Be, lift ships of A/229 responded to ·the call for 

help at Tay Ninh. - During the night the radio relay ·station at Nui Ba Den 

mountain ,had been overrun, _with several U .s. and ARVN persomel killed or 

wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three lifts, inserting 90 ARVN 

reinforcements and evacuating casualties,t each ship taking )lits,.on every 

litt, with two A/229 crewmen w~nded. ·. 

fossibq the single most heroic act of the entire ioc Ninh/An Loe 
. . 

operation occurred mid-morning April 8th; when_ a D Troop lOH, piloted by CPI' 

John Whitehead, rescued nine per~onnel evading south frar. loc Ninh to An-Loe. . . 
' 

(Incl lo-B). Responding to a radioed SOS fran the four American advi-
,, 

sors, CPl' Whitehead landed under withering enemy fire only to have his air-

craft swamped by desperate ARVN soldiers seeking, to escape from _the Communist 
, . , , . 

foes surrounding them. With 9 people clinging to the airc.raft and enemy tire 
'• , . , . , . 

increasing CPI' Whitehead did the only thing -poss':i,bie. He . ski:J?Ped, bounced 
• 

and litera~v forced hi; overloaded aircraft 1:ito the air wit!'i nin~ sur:Vj,v,ors 

clinging desperately to the tiny helicopter. By._.·2130 hours, l,2 April, the 
• • p I • _. • . • • • • • ' .,, .. . .. . . . . 

evacuation o! 1500 ARVN Troops, 2,000 civilians, six-105 tllll h°r-'itzers an:i 
• • • I • .. . 

two 155 mm howitzers tran Bu Dop to Song Be was• co~pleted by C!-i-47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd ASH. 
. .. 

13 April saw the rescue of the 11 wounded A~erican advisors fran the 

hotly contested soccer field at An .Loe by e~ements o~ the 229th. As the eneir.y 

intensified his pressure upo~ the city with annor 'and infantry, the first 

tank kill was scored by F/79 ' Al'A. This was acco:ni:;anied by the kill of 2l 

trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of the 229th AHB.. The tank-shoot con-
~ " • 

tinued through the 15th of Apr_il proving the deadly capabilities or the attack 
f • , • • . 

helicopter against armored vehicles. (/A-ti. Jo --(;. While Cobra gunships 

_·,; ... i.: 
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of' D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to CNN forces in An Loe 

and to the relief' colmn attempting to forge nort.h from Chon Thanh up enemy 
·• 

controlled QL 13 to the embatUed capital, Blue )I.ax f'lew ~hip cover in 
J ·. • 

support ot the VNAF insertion of troops in the vicinity 'of Quan µ>i and Chon 

Thanh-lai Xhe. 
· • ::~ ~ : _( • ., · 1 

., . ... 
.. , .. 

On l6 April an enemy rouoo detonated the A.RVN ammunition dump at Lai Khe 
. ··.:·,,:-

rendering the re-ann re.:ru"e°i point at that location unuseable. S-4'229th AHB 

immediateq ehif'ted rearm ,and refuel operations to Bien Hoa ilnd support opera-

t~ons continued without rauac. The followinP, morninr., a·s 3oon au th~ oonfln­

gra tion had ceased, S-4/229th AHB again shifted ream- refuel operations back . ,, . 

to Lai lChe, accanplishing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa-

cilities • over. a distance of Yl km in 24 hours with no piuse in support , . , , . . ' 
• 

operations. . .. :::~\ +~:) r '• • ', '. . .... ' .. 
Heavy enemy artillery. banbardment and annor-supported infantry attack 

. •. -.-~::: . . 
• I ,, 

upon the city or An-.~ continued through the period 17 April through' 17 Y.ay 
. '~~~~;. ·.:c ~: ~ 1 ~:.~ . • . , ... 

with enemy penetra~\;i'"by annor aoo infantry :6c.curring ~ lB, 20 and 25 
- l • \'r" .... _,,. ' "' •• · · • ••• 

April and ll and l4 Ma,. In each in1t.ance >.RVN !orCA• .eupport¢ by .J.:rrq 
• ' ,. .. - . . . 

aviation repulsed ~ ~ ri~-- and restored the perimeter. The fighting ·raged 

tran house to house, block by block, precluding-the use ~of USAF' TAC Air . . , . 

within the city due to the proximity of the frie,ndly forces. It was. in this 

envirorment that the attack helicopter gllnship proved its mettle. Through . . . . . . 
their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras of Blue Y.ax and the two 

Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city 

with trieooly .forces onl,y a scant few mete:-&' aw-ay. ( IncLlO-C). 

During-this_ period the increasingl1 poor weath~r con:iitions engerrlered 

by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on 

,. 
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onl¥ t)lo days, the 21.at and 23rd of April, were 229th AHB support operations 

p.rtially curtailed due to weather. 23 April was not a total loss as a 

Cobra oi F/9 CAV tound' a hole in the clouds and de~troyed an enemy fuel truck . 
trying to make it.a way to retuel enemy tanks under cover ·or clou(\s. The 

. . , . 
24th and 28th or April saw the first of several large exchangei of troops 

.. 
by 229th AHB at An loc. Fresh troops were flown into the city 8;1ld wourrled 

and weary troops rotated to the ARYN Headquarters arrl staginv,s ar:a at lai 

Khe. Numerous medical evacuation mi ssions were handled during this period. 

Whenever a .rull in the enemy fire occurred aey or the 229th aircraft,in the 

area would pop in and ~natch the wounded. These instances were so num,~rou~ 

am routine as to preclude any attempt to properly document them._ 

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the ap~}~ai~craft capabilities . . 
• of the enemy with the appearance of the SJ;;-?. 11Stre).la", a··man-pol'.'table, heat-

' • I • 
I • I, '••• 

seeking missile of Sovi!t manufacture. The first sighting of :· the new threat 
' ,. 

was reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 May 1972. Its appearance in ever 'in-

creasing frequency coincided with the canmenaem~nt· o.J the J.a.st '.big ~nemy 
' 61' .- . , .... . • •• 

p..1h apinat, An 1.Dc whioh had been announoed by an iootl'oopt.oti enemy rt.dio 
. . 

transmission. As the tanks began massing for the assault on 11 April1 it 
., . .. . . 

became apparent that the enemy had electeq to pla7- his heretofore undetected 
-

trump card to · cancel out the advantage held by th.e GVN force~ .wi.th. th~ir 
. . . 

overwhelming aerial support. Although the SA-? was to claim· 6 AH-:lG Cobra . - . . . .. . 

aircraft in the following ·weeks, it did not force a cur:tailment ~f ·helico_pter 

operations as macy doubters of the ·ai:nnobile concept had theorized. The ad­

vantage or the missile would be countered in !hid=-July as a newly developed 

/ infra-red dissipa~ion modification was installed on 229th AHB aircraft, but for 

now the develop:nent of modified tactics was a matter of the utmost urgency . 

• 
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The tactics employed at loc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation 

on the Pink Team - light fire team theme which had been utilized before in 

. high intensity AA.A environments such as the ' A Shau Valley operation by the 

1st Cavaley Division (Airmobile) in ·1968. These variations were tbe employ­

ment or heavy fire teams canposed of tnree ships as opposeti t~ the two ship 

light-tire-team used by A.FA and the use of a. "Heavy Pink Tea.'ll''. 1 in some 

cases a purple te&m by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy fink Team" consisted 

• of a WH in the l<M level scout role r-talked by the first Cob:a at 1, 500 feet 

to his rear or flank. Upon the LOIi re:ccivinr: fire or ~pot,t.infY a t.1 r,,e.t the 
' 

low Cobra would roll in with ir.mediatc tiuppre!.ioivc f irc, thu~ cnablinr: the , .. 
scout ship to evade, and providing an irrmediate mark for the higher Cobra, 

follC1P1ing at 2,500 feet or higher to set, up ~ d,eliberate rocket J:8.SS. As the 
, . , , 

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra would be in a position 
'• . . , . . 

to cover with a rocket run of his own, thus alternating .unti'!- either destruc-
• 

. . . , . . 
tion of the target was car.plete or exhaustion of fuel or ar.:-..~un1t1?n necessi-

tated relief on station by _another team. AA;)t~-~~ .v aria ti~n ._wa~ the "Purple - • . 
Team" with tho J.OH, two Cobras and a UH-l.'i "slick" at · a highE;r altit.ude to -. . ' .,. 

serve as a canmand control element for the tea".'t and to accomplish recbvery 

of downed crews if needed. This beefing up of 'tt";e air ~~neuver ·ele:nents was . , . 
accanpanied by a shift to low level flight ~nroute to n:infoiize exposure to 

heavy AAA lieapons. This, however, increased t!le vulnerability to s:nall anns 
. ~ . - . 

fire .:: with the loss of the element of surprise caused by daily continued 

operations over the same terrain. This caused the modification of tactics 

to encam!6SS ever higher enroute alti\uces eJld .the use of cloud cover to 

good effect ~ven before the introduction. of the 11S tr~lla". The arr_ival of . 
the 11Strella", alth~ii;· ~: q\.iantum jump in AAA technology, had only the effect 

·~~--- . . " • . . . " 
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t. 
of intensifying the need for this type of u.ctic in A. hirh i..1ten:5i ty A.J...A en-

., 

vironment. The need tor change in stand-4•d aerial insertion nr..rl ext!-act!.on 

tactics also became rendily apparent. Whereas previously, the emphasis had 

been upon large forms. tbrls of lift ships makine c~ssic coi'lba. t assaults; 
. 

this was rendered suicidal bec,ause of the murdercus effect of \he high in-

tensity AAA and ~F. 
. . ,, . 

The tactics e~~loyed to circumvert the.~A and ID~ . . 
was for small flights of one or tyo ships to fly nbovo cloud cover enroute 

to the PZ and_ u_tilize • a rapiclly spira linG hit,;h overhead approP. ch to thn 
. . 

LZ. ~thfind~rR of HHC, 2?9th AHB were re::;;>onsiblc f_or r.z· .cori{ro1:,a.sscmb1inr. 

outeoine paylca.ds and movine the PZ 1.:1 c i:f :my c1.,nr.r•r~: f1Jm,,l Lhrf _ ni::i:lr,. • Thi~ 

enabled the lift ships to spend rninir..um tir.ie on tr.£- PZ.oft.en dcpartine 'Witt, , ..... . 
deadly 105 and 155 rounds 1.~pacting on t~e PZ Yhile tl:ey were on short 

climbout. , . , . 
• Daw 17 May found the An Loe peri~~~el· quie.t !'or the first titr.e in 42 

' . . 
I • \ '••• 

days, \11th the calm broken only by • occa sional 1::cp:-:in~ ··artillery or rnor-
• 

tar ro\:.nds. This lull was not to contin~e but it was ur,psrent for the 'first 

time that the back of the siege had possibly :&:er. _.hrokr:r,•. · ·: P.3j)J. t~ t.~e les-' ., _., ~- . . · .. 
senine of the P.ct\131 ground a~sault upcr. .~.r: Lee the•-e:;.e:'!ly;s~tl•l held corr.c-.P.nd-

. . 
ing positions along QL 13 to the so~th pre.ven\in[ v-o~nd move~ent between An - , .. . . 
Loe and Chon Thanh, ar.d ringed the city .of A!J !.9.c with A/._~ & indirect fire 

registereq to almost pinpoint accuracy dt.r-ing the earlier days of tl')e siege 

This ma.de t..~e task of evacuation of lRrge nuwbers dead and wour.ded and the . . . 
insertion of reinforcements possible for the first time but highly hazard­

ous. Massive troop exchanges took place on Jl ?'.ay, 5, 9, 10, 11, 1.3, 20, 22, 

29 June and 1 and 5 J·uly resulting ir1' the tbtal exc!°!Rnge of 111 153 persom1el, 

acccmplished 'With n:inir.lD.1 casualties despite an u."laiminished curtain of }..AA . . 
& IDF fire unequalled by any yet encountered in the Vietnamese conflict. 

(10) 



The successful defense of An Ioc received official confinnation by the 

in&ertion ot LTG. Minh, CG ot Y.R II, follcwed shortly by counter-gue1:rilla . 
warfare consultant to the Presiden~ ~ir Robert Thct!!pson, and finally by the 

arrival or the GVN Chief or State President Nguyen Van_ Thieu. Tpe· success-
. . ., . 

ful insertion or the dignitaries, despite continual AAA fire, ~as accanplished 
·. 

jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wing elements of the 

Vietnamese Air Force. (Inol 10-:K). 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
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~ :i~~J,, .··· 
?'.AJ, AGC ~ ·0-
Adju;ant 
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Inclosure S 

LISTIOO OF ASSIGI~D & A'lj'AC!J?p UlllTS 
I 

fARTICIPATING UNIT§ 

P,rt 1. Uni ta assigned and · recommended for Award of the Presidential Unit 
Citation: 

!llill W...•UOD ffiEVIOUS UNIT DE CORA TIOllS 
AND DATES 

l. Headquarters, 229th 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 PUC 2.3 Oct 65 - 26 Nov 65 
Aviation Battalion (Com- USARV GO 21 Sep 67 
posite) (Assault Helicop- • MUC 1 Sep 65 - 30 No•: 66 
ter) (!irmobile Brigade - USARV GO 17 - 23 Air 68 
Separate) Cross of Gallantry w/Pal.m 

9 Aug 65 - 19 Mq 69 
GO 159 25 Sep 69 

2. Detacment l (General 5 Air - 15 Jun 72 PUC 27 Dec 66 
Supf i.·t) Headquarters, . USARV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70 
229th Aviat~on Battalion 
(Composite~ (Assault 
Helicopter (Airmobilt• 
Brigade - Separate) 

,. Compa.rur A (Assault Hell- 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battalion (Coruposite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile Brigade -
Separate) 

4. Comp;iny B (Assault Hell- 5 Air - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battalion (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Ai.rmobile Bri~ade -
Sepu-ate) 

s. Compaiv D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72 
229th Aviation Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault Hell-
copter) (Airmobil.e Brigade -
Separate) 



t 

h..rt II. tn.it!" alt.c!~:3 11•d rr.·c- .. -~:n r I !" : r ,.1.,,:·, i f ;~r:.: :•· ·:Ll t:'.'\.it 
CitatiQn: 

1llill 

2. i~tt<,ry F (11.HiL.l Artil­
lery) 79th Artill~:--y 

J. 36.:!nd Jwiati ~n Co:•.jlilr1J' 

(A!'\~ault S·..:r; c:-t ~~11-
copv.r) 

·1 ,lul '.'2 

1 :,· ·:Jt ·~· : ' :··1 ~ : ~:-~l-~-.:·:, .. \ ~ 
, .. :.,J , 1.\ . 2 

'~l'f':,i ·l~nthl l:rilt CH1. t. ! c• :1 
2, let (,~, t!.1 ... 1 2(, ~;ov (,~; 
IL.:. ~l .:.'.() 2) :-:.•-r 6b 

P,rt Ill. Un! tR A~1;it;ned ancl ~;ot. ~co;-,1·."!ll,'..}t,,\ for A\l.i.r<! of h·f'sidential 
Unit Citation: 

fart JV. l!.au: .\t t Rch~d an,J t;ot l~co:Jr,rnded for A\.'Jd of frcsi:iential 
Unit Ci t.-Uon: 

N/A 

,t 
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Inclosure 4 (Cont~d) 

4 •. Canb~t ·Damage ~d Casualties Sustained 5 April 1972 - 8 July 1972: 

Date/Time Location Unit Mission - -
A/C Da!tic1 rre c·ause Casualties .-.. . . 

r• ."•·· 

Apr 051230 725065 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARV~ Hvy,· 2 Hi"ts ·_ ... ·. ' 51 Cal Keg 
051230 • 725065 l-rAX Spt "'!RAC and 5th A.-;WN Lt, l !-tit . . .. . 51 Cal NeR 
051530 759753 Y.AX Spt TRAC and 5th A.llVK CBL, Exploded • f>A-7 2 },~IA 
061200 672572 · F/9 Spt '!RAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Hit •• sm· AnnG ~ee 
101400 787720 G5 Spt '!RAC and 5th ARV?-; Lt 51 Cal l WIA 
111350 758883 . B-Co Spt TRAC and 5t,h J...l.VK Lt ;i.05, 82 ~eP.'. 
111445 732RP,J• MAX 5pt 'IllAC and 5th ARVr! Evy 51 Ca·l 1 r!IA 
~Jl600 765645 OS Spt 'IT,AC and 5th Ai1Vf~ Lt JO Cal ~er: 

I•'. :,:, ~JI 131.0 723',//l 't'/'J JJit 1nAC and 5th A:(Vi~ ~lc.x.l •. A 
'-'!II- nnz ?,er, 

lll2v5 755872 l✓.A.X . ~JJt TnAC and 5th N\V~ • CBi.. ~A-7 2 EIA 
~30930 700875 F/9 Spt T'r.AC and 5t:1 A?.VN Lt S!:1 A1-;t.s , 1 \t!IA 
131515 739872 F/9 &pt TRAC anc. 5th A?.VX 1..t 5::i Ar:r.s Keg 
221040 765785 t-:AX Spt TRAC and 5th ;JlV'ri. CBL SA-7 2 KIA 
230650 755844 Y.A.X S pt TRAC and 5th ,\.P..Vi: , ~t 51 Cal Neg 
311230 758871 MAX Spt TRAC and 5th /JiVK .tt ·• • . 51 eal Neg 

• 
Jun 081315 745785 t-fAX Spt of KED£VAC '• . i.:oo . , ·.51 Cal Neg I . 

081300 761779 !-~ED J.'.IDEVAC 
I . 

i CBL " . 5l · Cal Neg 
130905 758865 A-Co Spt TRAC and 5th .l..~V~ Ul\K S::-, .AljPS 1 \-:IA 
191400 75C/7 80 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th A~VN Lt 30 Cal·· Neg 
200S20 769770 F/9 Spt 1st A.0..Vi\ ABK CBL, f$A-7 2 KIA . 
200830 785764 1-!AX Extract Mission • :·· f, .Hvy 51, 30 Cal Keg 
2ooe30 · 783762 ~AX Extract Mission ' ~ CBL .- . . ··u·:JC . 2 KIA 
2ll510 75Pf'l73 MAX Spt TRAC and 5t:i J..,'C1,,V'K CB.t,. ., ,. SA-7 1 WIA . , . 
221200 808848 B-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ftJ'.VK Keg 51 Cal 1 ,..;IA 
241042 824795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th A?..VI~ Hvy 51 Cal };eg 
24ll35 824795 362 Extraction of Aircraft Lt Sm Arms I·!eg 

., ' '· 
FCR THE COOlANDER: . ,, . 

,· ·, 
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, ' INCLOSURE 4 - (Continued) 

, .. COMBAT -DAMAGE I~+~.P)3Y ELEMENTS OF 229th AHB · (S-2) 

.. ~ { f ··}•j; :;·\ . • 
TIME J.PCATI0~.~:~;:~~:, ~ -•• MISSION fiESULTS 

I.pl" 060800 • 81590S···:.;~:D-Tr.p·(~,; . VR . Ob 01 ind -evad, eng, 1 KBH 
061130 822907 __ .~~t/1'~' •• Spt of 5th ARVN Eng en held ,'unmo dumps,02 

:~~ · •• •• Ammo ·dumps dost, 10KBH 
061402 
101740 
1)0935 

131330 

131330 

131500 
131500 
151030 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 
2.31245 

241645 

270655 
271015 

>~ o,,aso 
041430 
061.335 

071530 
071610 

071118 

111000 
130925 
1.30930 
1.30955 

221200 

818903 · • ·- D-Trp l'R 16KBH • 
703769 F/9 . Spt· of 5th ARVN Eng 01 'en, -1 KBH 
641706,:-~;;~'. l)...Tr;r Spt of 5th ARVN Eng 02 en ~ks, 02 trks des 

--~·•1·' i - , VR 
811899 MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Des 13, 2f and 5 ton trks 
765882 MAX Spt of 5th ARVN Dos 06, 2-~- and 5 ton trks 

75588) MAX 
775905 MAX 
755885 MU 

755880 Mil 

778818 >%AX 

764887 ¥.Al 

756887 ·~ 685736 MAX 
675995 F/9 

720973 F/9 

777874 ¥.AX. 
760886 MAX 

'73?902 MAX 

715768 D-Trp 
712568 F/9 

721571 F/9 
• 773721 MAX 

759885 MAX 

755874 MAX 
686872 F/9 
700875 F/9 
752884 MAX 

7,785l F/79 

• 

se condar-J ex plot ions 
Spt 'of 5th ARVN Des 01 Tank 
Spt of 5th ARVN Des 01 751-'J•i RR 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 0.3 on 'i'nnks, 01 Taruc dam, 

02 ·rknks des . ' 
Spt of 5th !RVN Obs 04 en Tanks, 03 Tunks dam, 

01 Tcnk des ,, 
Spt of 5th ARV.N Obs 05 en trks, 03 trks dam, 

02 trks des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs tn,K type en A/A site, 

• • , 01 ·A/A site pes , 
Spt of 5th .ARVN Obs and des 01 751-W RR 
Spt of,5th,ARWl Obs end eng,0J en evad, 01KBH 
Spt of -5th filiVN Obs ~nd tng 01 en ~L trk, 

d6s'01 en ff;L trk 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 01 Ul~K si~e trk',. eng 

and des 
Spt of 5th .tRVN Ob~ er.d • des 01 • en 51 Cal pos 
Spt of 5-cb "'-R~N -Obs and de; 01 ·en- 51 Cal pos, 

03· en · KBH, 
• • ,. I ~ •1• 

Spt of 5th•ARVN Obs and des 01 
TRAC 

en ,,x2-1 pos 

Spt TP.AC 
Spt TRAC 

~·Obs end eng 01 ~n, 01 KBH 
• • • Obs 02 ind hiding, eng, 02 

en KBH • 
Spt TRAC. • • Cbs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Spt TRAC Obs 02 ind in open, eng, 

. • . . 02. en KBH 
Spt TRAC, Close 25 en KBH, equip des 
Air Spt 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tunks des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs end eng 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Spt ~of 5t!} AlWN Obs 02 2{- ton trks, 01 ·trk des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs OJ ind fleei~g Tanlc, 03 

• en KEH . 
Spt TRAC Obs UNK no of Tanks and 1nd, 

eng, 20 en KBH • 



t 
Inclosu:re 4 (Continued) 

205 ~A Regt - 11250 90% 
• .. . 

101 Begt - 7(:JJ ~ 

429 Sapper Gp - 1,705 90% 

203 TK Regt 100% 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

~u,d ,4~0/lr 
SAHUEL H~Ka Y 
MAJ, AGC 
Adjutant 

,. 
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Inclosure 4 - lriend~ and Ene1111 Strength & Casualties 

l. P.riend:cy- (229th ABB) 

WAL TOE STR II!. !ill! ~ gj! ,_ . 

1366 8 . 13 2 0 

2. Enenor 

EST STRElOTH . FERC-r~~'T DESl]OYED (SST) 

~ VC Di.T - 9 12)0 

Bq I: Spt 4,680 

275 Regt 1,550 
90% 

174 Be,:t 1,500 

E6 Regt .l.'.,. 
.. 

7 NV! Div - 8,600 

141 Regt 1,500 

165 Regt 1,500 
90% 

209 Regt 1,500 
l 

Bq & Spt 4,100 I 

' ! 9 VC Div - 9,230 I 

I 
271 Regt 1,500 

272 Regt 1,500 
9oj 

95c Re~t 1,550 

Bq & Spt 4,680 

69 J.rt;r Cooma.nd - 4,980 

Bq & Spt 1,.395 

42 Arv Regt 800 
9oi 

208 Arty Regt 8.35 

271 AA Regt 800 

--

'. " 1 I 
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Inclosure 3 - AO YAP 

Map Depicting Enemy Dispositions and Salient Activities of 229th AHB. 
·-·· ··.i . 

· ;. . t ·,··· 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

, -

• 
'• . ' 

I • \ 
• , . 

• , . . . . 
·,• 

t ,, , I • . ~ ' . . . . 
.-

.... I 
I .. 'I• 

• 

.. . ,. . ., . 



I 

i 

AVDACO 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
0 

TASK FORCE ''GARRY OWEN" (PROVISIONAL) 
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRHOBILE) 

APO San Francisco 96490 

3 A~aust 1972 

SUBJBCTa Recoamendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Oitation 

, THRU: 

TO: 

Commandine General 
Third Regional Assistance Command 
APO San· Francisco 96266 

Commandin~ General 
United States Army Vietnam 
ATTN: AVHAG-DD 
APO San Francisco 96375 

1. Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-S-l, ~aragraph 
201, and IAW USARV Reg 672-3, recommend that the Presidential • 
Unit Citation be awarded to the 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism 
in action against an armed enemy during the period 5 April 1972 
through 7 July 1972 in the vicinity of the Provincial Capital 
of An Loe, Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

2. During this period, the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
provided an all out effort of both personnel and units, making• 
a significant Lontribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive 
enemy effort in Military Region III. Faced with a multitude of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in 
a mid-intensity war environment that had not heretofore been 
experienced. The heroism and professional competence displayed 
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the 
highest recognition. 

3. It is significant that af~er seven years of service in the 
Republic of Vietnam, the battalion's final and perhaps most 
significant combat support roe, was one of assisti~g the GVN 

I 

i 
t 
~. 
f 

·-
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AVDACO 
SUBJECT: 

3 August 1972 
Recommendation for Award of the Presidential 
Unit Citation 

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date 
without the support of U.S. ground forces. The performance 
of this battalion during the period 5 April 1972 through 
7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit 
in the Vietnam conflict. 

10 Incl 
l. Sumr.a.r,- ':'f JiecOliUllendation 
2. &.rrative ~~ -f~tion 
3. AO J.lup 

~~-
COL, IN 
Commanding 

4. Friendly and Enerzy Casualti"'s and Strenr;ths 
5. Li:stin.; of Uni ts 
6. fyoposed Ci t.:ltion 
7. A....ards and Deeora tions 
8. St1.tiz:tical D.u 
9. fu:tract S-J Cipr.s Log 

10. Stater.ents of :Ji tnesscs, letters of Col!lmendat:i on and News Stories 
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lnclosure l 

S~ OF Rii~ATION FCE AWARD OF lRESIDENTU.L U~'IT CITATION: . . . 

229TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER BATTALION,. TASK FORCE "GARRY O\·:EN 11
, FIBS't CAVA"I.F.Y 

DIVISION, U .s. ARMY • 

MISSION: Conduct aerial support of GVN defenders of An loc-1.Qc Ninh, to 
include armed helicopter gunship support, refugee evacuation, -~edical­
evacuatian insertion-extraction or troop units and lo~istics resupply. 

CONCEPI' OF OPERATION: 

229th AHB provides aeral support to GVN defenders vicinity An l..oc, Lo"c 
Ninh, ~an loi, staging initially out of SonP, Be, displacin~ as necessary to 
J..;.i Khe and Bien Hoa. 

EXECUTION: 

Cn 5 April lrrl2 elements of the 229th AHB responded immediately with armed 
helicopter support for GV~ forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVK 
soldiers, U.S. advisors and VN civilians from locations critically threa­
tened by the enemy drive and canmenced logistical tesupply operations. 
Despite the h~aviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encOW'ltered by Army 
ainnobile elements, the 229th flying caval'ryinen ~intained tneir· -support 

• I I • ', • continuousl,y throughout the 93 day period of the seige ., • • 
' , ' ,, 

A• thi.11 wu not a eeparate ccxnbat operation by U.S. !orces but su;:iport of 
an all-Vietnamese ground effort, the true story -of the valiznt efforts of 
the 229th AHB are best seen, not in body-colJtlt :-~ies but. in ?:\ore rr.undane, 
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements of .. the 229t:-i t.HB flew over 
thirteen thousand sorties, transported over 6ixteen t..l-}ousan9 1pe~or.r.el, 
!ired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 200 tons of 
logistical supplies in supporting the gallant CV~ defenders. This res~lted 
in the virtual destruction of four, ?-.VA Divisions and J 't-."VA Re'1'iments. . . . 

In an atmosphere approximating that of coriventional warfare that saw t:-ie 
introduction, for the first time into ¥.R Ill, of Soviet rnanufact~r~d annor, 
23 and J?zr;zr. AAA and the SA-7 11Strella" missile, the 229th AHB ne·ver faltered, 
resulting in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts ·of individual 
and collective heroism. • , • 

That the back of the seige had been officially broken and the enemy denied 
the pro~ganda coup inherent in his quest to capture the provincial capital 
was signalled by the insertion of the GVK Chief of State, President Nguyen 
Van Thieu, into An Loe with 229th AHB a;sista.nce•on 7 July 1972. 

The facts contained in the citation and \his summary.are a matter of record. 
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Inclosure 2 - Narrative Description 

229TH AHB SUPPORT OF CNN FORCES IN '1H E BINH l.ONG COUt-.'TEROFFE.:VSIVE 

SIGl.'IFICANT ACTIONS 

In ·•arlj' April 1972, NV A forces• continued the long-e,xpected Nguyen Hue 

offensive, begun urlier in MR I & MR II, with a massive thrust into MR III. 

The weight of the enemy drive, characterized by intense ground -assaults, . 
heavy indirect tire and armor in strength, fell first upon loc Ninh (See Incl 3). 

At 0530 hours, 5 April 1972, Loe Ninh was brouP,ht under heavy attack bY. 

three regiments (275, 174 and .E6) of the 5th VC/NVA Division. The~c Attacks 

were supported by 5th VC/NVA DIVARTY, and 69th ~'IT Car.mand consistinc of 
,. , 

60/82 mm mortar, 107 /122 mm and 2.40 mm rockets. A series of ground attacks 

µ.it the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the perimeter wire of loc Ninh 
, • I I 

compound. la t;r in the morning the beleaguered def enders, came under fire 
,, . . 

fran 105/155 ir.m howitzers captured by the enerrr/, _u his· m:erwh_elming attacks 

against several small fire bases north of lo~ Ninh. 

At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav was d~verted ' fran 3/L Cav AO patrol . : ·' , . . . ' 

in the Bien Hoa area to Lai Khe and D Trp, 229th A}iB_. was dive-rted. !ran Tay 
I 

v· 

Ninh to Quan Loi to provide support to ARV~ elv.nents in contact. All air 

assets of 229th AHB were placed on 15 minute ale~t.for po~sible evacuation 

zr.issions throughout all of Y.R III. Fire t~a.'Tls 
0

fr~ F/79 AFA (Blue :t-:a.x) 

were dispatched !rem long Thanh to provide_ support in the vicinity of loc 

~inh. As the Cav Troops and Blue Max arrived on statfon, it became ap~rent 

that Quan loi had been overrun and An Loe was surrounded. The Cobras employed 

flechette (nail) warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of 
~ . 

enemy troops in the open areas of the overr .. m allied positions • . 
F.nemy AAA fire took its toll, hO'wever, with 1 AHlG 11 COERA II and crew lost, 

(l) 



and 2 AHl06 dam.aged. The enemy anti-aircraft fire, consisting of 37 mm, 23 rrrn, 

51 Cal and small ams was of the highest intensity encountered in the long 

history ·or Army air operations in South Vietnam. Meanwhile, CH47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd (Assault Support H~licopter) aviatioo canpany and Uf.l" slicks of 

A/22.9 and B/22.9 were busily engaged in \:.he evacuation ·or A."tVN _soldiers, US 

advisors and civilians !ran Quan Loi, as well as the delivery of ll.5 rein­

forcements and l6 tons of logistics to the defenders of An Loe. 

Daylight 6 April found the defenders of l.oc Ninh still han~ing on but 

the situation had continued to deteriorate. In order to provide more ~imc 

on target, the decision was made at 1100 for el~ents of 229th AHB to stage 
,, 

·out of Soog Be for the aerial support of l.oc Ninh. S-4/229 began the ship-

ment, by ClJO, of PJL and Class V supplies ~or, rearm and refuel of the 
, ., . 

22.9th AHB's ofganic aircraft. A jump operations center w_as established at 
,, . . 

I • , 

~ong Be by S-3, 22.9th AHB to operate the airfield and coordi'.rrate missions 
• 

for the aircr&ft. 
• I 

The re-ann, re-fuel point and airfield were ftµly ci 'pera-

tional by 11+35 hours. Gunship operations c
1
onq.1;4ed thr~gl)ou.t the loc 

. \ ., _.. . 
Ninh/Quan wi/An loc area with no abatement in ground · to air ,fire. 

Ct• • I • ~ • 

By? April it was apparent that l.oc Ninh"would soon fo~nder under· the 

sheer weight of ena:ly numbers. By midmorning, ?{I/ A infantry and · tanks had . ... 
overrun the middle compound and t-."VA were r~oving capt'l.!red AitV~ artillery 

for their CMn future use. A life and death drrur~ began unfolding in earnest at 
. 

the na,,-split compound manned by Americar. advisors and their Vietn~~ese 

counterparts. MG Hollingsworth, '!RAC CG, made the decision to evacuate the 

U.S. advisors at l.oc Ninh (Incl 10-A, LIFE)fagazine Article, 21 Apr ?2). 

His plan was. to hit the ener:iy infested a.rea as hard as possible with USAF 

TAC-Air to knock out the AAA site's, use CS gas to temporarily stun the 



t 
enemy, send in a "heavy pink team" frorn F /9th to check out the area for enemy 

res,1.stance, and then run a canbat assault o! H/75th Ran~rs onto the strip at . 
loc llinh to pick up the U.S. advisors. After the · Tac Air prepara~ion was 

canpleted, the "heavy pink team" went in. The scout approached the strip . , . 

fran the southeast at tree top level, with the low . "cobra" aboye him 1,000 

feet and the hi·gh "cobra" ':1P another 1,0:)() feet. Approximately · five kilo­

meters out from the strip over the rubb?r plantation surrounding •the area, 

the team took intensive .51 cal fire which continued the entire way into the 

objective. Upon reachine the strip, the scout reported inten~ive P,Tound to 

air fire and numerous . hits in his aircraf~. The Tac air strikes and. t~e CS 

had been ineffective against the massive blanket of AAA. Gathering dusk 

and worsening weather forced curtailment of further rescue effo~ts that day . 
• 

The advisors• last radio transmission pri6T to,be:tng overrun 
• I • ~ " 

stated that 

they would try to evade to the south. • 

With the fall of Loe Nin.~, it becne apparent that the next ~nemy tar-
.. . 

• • • • # 

get wo.ild. be the prov,incial . capital of An Lo~ . ..:. The--ca.pture ~f -a 'pr-6vincial 
I . . . ' .,. 

capital would be a proPaga.nd& coup for the onemy and would yield the N\'.A . 
the opportunity to _;{f{1.~ ~; ;,,revolutionar:· gover:11",~nt in ,the heart~nd of 

~ · --..,, • "': ·. 
Y.R III. The decisio:1·:)o'as made by GVK to hold An 1:.oc at all costs. (See 

Inclosure 3). 
.... . . 

T'ne battle of ·At{~c· \;·~~ be characte:ized by five distinct periods. 

The first and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and 19-22 Apr 72 were characterized 

by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concentrated sustained, coordinated 

infantry and annor attacks. 
, , . 

The second ar.d fourth periods, from 15 Apr -. 
18 tpr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were periods of resting, refitting, re-

grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging J:!ersonnel and equipnent 

(3) 
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battles. In addition to the annor support, the 69 Artillery Ca::rr.,md and its 

three regiments (42, 208 and 27 l) supPorted the offensive. The 200 Rocket 

Regt was· 1n general support or the 9 VC Division, and its three subordinate 

bat.talions were located approximately 7-10 km fra:i An loo. The 42·Rocket 

Artillery Regt was also in general support, with its three 'Sub~inate bat­

talions also located around An Loe. ·The third regiment, which nad been re­

cently organized and equipped, was the 271 Anti-AircrAft Re~t. The reeiment 

and its subordinate battalions rinr,cd Ari Loe with almost cons tant, intense 

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the firzt time, rn III ex~rienc~d 23 mm 

anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (SIBELLA) missiles were also employed in the An loc 

area in a general support role. Additional ly during Phase I, the 429 Sapper 

Gp(-) µi.rticipated, employing at least three s~pper battalions (9, 13, and 

14) in a support role. The sapper units, which were co:r.p~etel_y fa,;iiliar with 
I I • • 

I • • 

the Binh Long-Binh Duong area and the trans-shirtleht points, -w_ere used pri-

marily as ccxr.mo-li.a.isonpersonnel, guiding th~ main force unit thr~ugh the. area. 

The 229th AHB was tasked with aerial sup?)rt in' conjunction· with USAF 
• • ~ I • • • • 

and vr;.AF TAC A.IB and aedal resupply drops and .... B-52 st;ikes (t~c·l 10-D) . . In order to . ~ . .,. 

cut turn-around time for the task, the extensiTe POL/rearm facility at Song 

i3e was dismantled by S-4 and moved south to lai '!lrhe for support of the An 
. ., . 

....oc defenders of the perimeter. By nightfall the .Lai Khe staging area was 

car.plete and fully operational with the S-3 ju'Ilp operations cer.ter. 

10 - 12 April 1972 saw a cc:ntinuat.io~ of the fi~ice contention for An 

we. Qmships of both CAV Troops and Blue Y.ax were continuously on station 

providing close aerial support for the defenders.in the block-by-block, - ; 

house-to-house contest for control of the, besieged city. AAA fire continued 

in ever increasing volume. While CH-47 1 s of 362nd began the airlift of re- • 

(5) 
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Inclosure j - AO Y.AP 

. ·t~ · . . •;. 
·: :·, , 

~.ap Depicting Enemy Dispo~itions and Salient Activities o~ 229th AEE . 
• < 
' • 

FOR THE COMYiANDIB: 

I : •,.. • 

,.,,. .. ·; 
_-t:i:~--~r.:1 ~i .·cl ~,~ .. 

• -~ :-···./: ·· 
. .:..--.. ~ 

~ • · 
. _.,..i_ ..... .:,.;'•.:r .... ' · ~ -

'• . • I 
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Inclosure 4 - Friendly and EnellO' Strength & Casualties 

l. Friendly (229th AHB) 

TOTAL TOE STR !!!. 

l.366 8 . 

2. EnelllJ' 

EST ST:iEteTH 

S VC DiT - 91 2.30 

Bq" Spt 4,680 

275 Regt l,550 

174 Reit 1,500 

E6 Regt J.,.,. 

7 NV.\ Div - 8,600 

141 Regt 1,500 

165 Regt 1,500 

209 Regt 1,500 

~ & Spt 4,100 

9 VC Div - 9,230 

271 Regt 1,500 

272 Reit 1,500 

95c Regt 1,550 

~ & Spt 4,680 

69 J.r ty Coc:na.nd - 4, 980 

~ & Spt 1,.395 

42 J.r-cy Regt 800 

208 J.r~ Regt 835 

271 AA Regt 800 

J( 

~ 

l3 

MB! 

2 

g,!: 

0 

/ 
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Inclosure 4 (Continued) 

205 WA Regt - 11250 

101 Begt - 7(:/J 

429 Sapper Gp - l, 705 

203 TK Regt 

FOR THE COMl-lANDER: 

" 

~~1a~tf>.~Y 
MAJ, AGC • 0 Q 
.Adjutant 

' . 



' INCLOStIRE 4 - (Continued) 

j .. COMBAT DAMAGE INFLI~TZ.D .BY ELEY.ENTS OF 229th J.HB (S-2) 
;;:.---:~ .. : •· : . ' 

TIME LOCATIO~_: :~:~:.: .:· fililI MISSIGN RESULTS 

.A.pr 060800 
061130 

061402 
101740 
130935 

131330 
131330 

131500 
1.31500 
151030 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 
231245 

241645 

270655 
271015 

>~ o, 1850 

041L,JO 
061335 

071530 
071610 

071118 

n1000 
130925 
130-)30 
130955 

221200 

.• ·. ·-: 
a15905 •. ~n>-?r.p . .: . 
822907 __ .~~t· ·~ 

~':,,•I-• • •· 
.:.1;11'"-- . 

818903 ·- D-Trp 
703769 F/9 
641706 . · ~~::::. D-Tr_p· 

-~ - '• ··. 

811899 
765882 

75588.3 
775905 
755885 

755880 

778818 

764887 

75688? 
685736 
675995 

720973 

777874 
760886 

737902 

715768 
712568 

721571 
773721 

759885 

755fn4 
686872 
7008?5 
752884 

75785l 

MAX 
MAX 

Mil 
y ... u 
MU 

Mil 

n,u ·~ 
KU 
MAX 
F/9 

F/9 

Y.AX . 
MAX 

Mil 

D-Trp 
F/9 

F/9 
MAX 

MAX 

MAX 
F/9 
F/9 
~~ 

F/79 

VR Ob 01 ind evad, eng, 1KBH 
Spt of 5th ARVN Eng en held .,\!.!mo dumps, 02 

•• Ammo -dumps dost, 10KBH 
VR 16KBE 
Spt'of 5th ARV~ Eng 01'on,-1KBH 
Spt of 5th ARVK Eng 02 en ~ks, 02 trks des 

' VR Spt of 5th ARVN Des 13, 2 ?-_- LUld 5 ton trks 
Spt of 5th ARVN Dos 06, 2l and 5 ton trks 

se cond:u-J oxplo:;ions 
Spt 'of 5th AilVN !ks 01 Tank 
Spt of 5th ARVil Der. 01 75Hl-i HR 
Spt of 5th ARV!~ Ob~ OJ on '.i'unks, Ol Tank dsm, 

02 'knk!l des ' 
Spt of 5th JJtVt: Oba 04 en Tanks, 03 Tunks dwn, 

01 T .. nk des ," 
Spt of 5t.h AR.Vt, Cbs 05 en tr~s, OJ trks dam, 

02 trks de3 
Spt of 5th ARVli Obs U:•;K t.ype en A/A site, 

• • , 01 ·A/h. site pos , 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs and cies 01 751-iH RR 
Spt of., 5th ,ARWJ Obs &::-ld en;;. OJ en evs.d, 01 KBH 
Spt of 5th ~VN Obs ~nd tn~ 01 en POL trk, 

d&s'01 en FGL trk 
Spt of 5th J.RVl~ Obs 01 ill~K si~G trf,. eni 

and d€s 
Spt of 5th k.RVN Ob~ c.r.d des C1 en 51 Cal pos 
Spt of 5th ~~VN -Obs and <lei 01 -en- 51 CE.l ros, 

03 • en KEii , 
• ~ • I .,. 

Spt. of 5tb•A.HVN 
ra.;.c 

Ob~ e.nd des 01 en ,71-!11 pos 

Spt T?~C 
Spt TR.nC 

Spt Trt.:.C 
Spt T~C 

Spt TRAC, 
Air Spt 

Obs c.nd eng 01 en, 01 .KBH 
•· Obs 02 ind hidinb, eng, 02 

en KEH 
Ccs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 ir.d in open, eng, 
02. en KBH 

Close 25 en KBH, equip des 

Spt of 5th .ARVN C-bs 04 en Tanks, 04 T~s des 
Spt of 5th AR~ Obs c.nd eng 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Spt _of 5t!} ARVN Ob~ 02 2i· ton trks, 01 trk des 
Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 03 ind fleeir.g Tank, 03 . 
Spt TRJi.C 

en 1rn:-i 
Obs v;•n: no of Tanks e.nd 1Dd, 
eng, 20 en KEH 



Inclosure 4 (Cont~d) 

4. Canb~t Damage and Casualties Sustained 5 April l'T/2 - 8 July l'T/2: 

Date/Time Location .1!!:!ll Mission A/C D:=l!!i rl r-:e C~use C;,sual ties .--
Ar;r 051230 725065 HAX Spt TRAC and 5th ARVY\ 

. 
Hvy, 2 Hi ts-~- ·.' 51 Cal Ke '.:': 

051230 • 725065 tAX Spt ' TRAC ;ind 5th A.~Vt\ Lt, 
051530 759753 ¥.AX Spt TRAC and 5th .\;1 V~ CBL, 
061200 672572 F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th /3.V}; Lt, 
101400 787720 G.5 Spt 'IRAC and 5th A~VK Lt 
J.il350 758883 B-Co Spt TRAC ar,d 5ih J...l.VK i.t 
111445 ?3?.R?,J~ ?!.AX 3pt T.lAC and 5tr. GV~! !:vy 
?.;1600 765645 r.,c · 

Jo,) Spt TI,t,C c1.nd 5th A1t Vt~ .Lt 

!·'.;,:, 'f /l;/ ,(j 7?.35'/ l F/9 ~Jit 1i(/..C c1n d 5th .. , ,, . . ,. .. ~" l•'w 
llu.v) 7'; 58? 2 !-:AX ::iJ.,t TilA~ a:",d 5th ,'i;. ·.V~ . crj,;.. 
... 30930 7ooe75 r/9 Spt Tr.AC and 5t':1 :.::= ..•. ., ~~ l.t 
:..31515 739872 F/9 Spt TRAC anc. 5th J.?.v:,: ..:...t 
2~040 765785 tAX Sr,t TRAC and 5t:: .- ,, .. . 

_;_r.., • l \ cs:. 
230650 755844 KU Spt TRAC ar.d 5th A.c.:1:: . ,;_,t 
JD.2.30 75887l MJ.X Spt TRAC ar.d 5th 1 .. ,;;,,\·r:.. ~t, 

• 

Jun 081315 745785 ~:AX Spt of ?-~ill£'✓ AC 1-:.:x:1 
081300 761779 !-:ED l·'. EDIVAC 

I • C21-
130905 758865 A-Co Spt TRJ..C and 5t:-. .t-='.'J Y. m:K 
19.i400 75Cf7 80 F/9 Spt '!'RAC and 5th A?.'.,~ Lt 
200520 769770 F/9 Sft 1st J...0.V~•: ABX cs.:... 
200830 725764 }'.A): Extract ~'.iss ion :·· ' , .!1V"J 
200230 783762 ?-:AX F.xtract Y.ission .,, CEj,. .-
2::.:i.510 758773 tkX Spt TRAC ar,d 5t:--. J.?.V :-~ csi. 
22~20J 8:)8248 E-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ~:.V ~: Keg 
2uou 824795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th !-3.V i,: Hvy 
2Ul35 821+795 362 Extraction of Aircraft. Lt 

FJ?. T:1~ CJ}2:;.,.t-~:i'ill: 

1 :{it 51 Cal 
F.xploded • S;..-7 

l Hit Sr.i • Ams 
51 Cal 
J.05, 6?. 
51 C;d 
JO C:1 l 

: ; lil . Arn::; 
~A-7 
C' ~ - J..1:r.s ..... . , 
5:;, i..r.r,s 
SA-7 
51 Cal 
51 2al 

. .51 Cal . .. 
51 Cal 
c:_ Ar;ns ..., __ _ 

30 Cal ·· 
$A-7 
51, 30 Cal 

·1.:·;,J\ . 
,. SA-7 

51 Ca l 
51 Cal 
S:r, Anns 

Ke r, 
2 ~~IA 
f\e c 
1 WIA 

r;c r. 
2 rIJ.. 
1 ii." IA 
Keg 
2 KIA 
Neg 
t-:eg 

~e£ 
Ke g 
l i·:IA 
Keg 
2 KIA . 

Kef 
2 K!A 
1 i:IA 
1 1t."IA 
:,:eg 
I•:eg 
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Inclosure S 

LISTIN:i OF ASSIGI~D ~ ATTAC!ED U?UTS 

PARTICIPATING UNITS 

Part 1. Unita assigned and recOm!llended for Avard of the Presidential Unit 
Citation: 

!filll IE.~ IOD 

l. Headquarters, 229th 5 A.Jr - 7 Jul 72 
Aviation Battalion (Com-
posite) (Assault Helicop-
ter) (~obile Brigade -
5eFate) 

2. Detachnent 1 (General 5 Ap- - 15 Jun 72 
SupF i:·t) Headquarters, 
229th Aviat~on &ttalion 
(Composite) (Assault 
Helicopter) (Ainnobilt· 
Bri~ade - Sepu-11.te) 

J. Compa.ey A (Assault Hell- 5 Ap- - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
B..ttalion (Co~posite) 
(Assa u1 t Helicopter) 
(Airmobile fu-igi.de -
SepiU'ate) 

4. Comp..ny B (Assault Hell- 5 AJr - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battalion (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Ai.n.iobile Eri6ade -
Se_Farate) 

5. Col'lpatzy D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72 
229th Aviation Battalion 
(Co:nposi te) (Assault Heli-
copter) (Airmobile Bri~ade -
Se_Farate) 

PREVIOUS urnr n;:;coRA TJOr:s 
AND DAn:s 

PUC 23 Oct 65 - 26 Nov 65 
USARV GO 21 Sep 67 

• MUC l Sep 65 - JO No•.· 66 
USARV GO 17 - 23 Apr 68 
Cross of Gallantry w/Pal.m 
9 A~ 65 - 19 l~ 69 
GO 159 2.5 Sep 69 

PUC 27 Dec 66 
USA.RV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70 
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C! tati~n; 

U~!IT 

l. !roe-;-' f (Air) '~11 : C..v.,)ry 

2. 
1

l'Q t t~~· F (n,. :·!.i..1 Ar ti 1-
lery) 79th .An i } ;.-:--y 

J. J6~~d .I\ViQti,~ n Cc: .jkn;)' 
(A~ saul t S·.:;:; ~:-!. :;,,,11-
copV!r) 

C, :.;r ' ,I ,lul 

) u}l" - 'l .,u: 

.. -, .... 

., ·, 
·~ 

1 irf':, i ·ii-r.~1. : L',lt C j !1. ~ '. :- :1 

~ -~ lrt (,:. t i..: · : . ·t • :.~v r•' 
11.:. ;l .', ' ;_: ] :--. •• I t't' 

P.trt III. Un.!ts .A~ !;f:o;~d and :,ot ~rr)- • ~rot> •i for A .... .i.rc of h·t-r.i clential 
Un!t Ci tM ti~n; 

I':.l..rt J\', i:.,..!.C.r . .J.tt~ch,.J ._n,l :,ot H~co: J•.rnded for A\.:Ju of frc:;1 -lc:iti&l 
Unit C:i t.-. tion: 

,t 



PROPOSED CITATION 

FRE5IDE~'TIAL U~'IT CITATION 

, -
AWARD OF THE FR:ESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BY THE fRE5IDENT --OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF »n:JiICA TJ THE FO.l..LOt'i'ING UKIT OF THE A.?U-:ED FORCES OF- THE U~"ITE1> 
STATE? IS CONFIRMED IN ACCORDANCE W~TH H.RAr.RAW. 194, AR 672-5-;t. 

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPI'ER BATTA.LION, TASK FORCE "GARRY 0.-,~N", FIRST 
CAVAIBY DIVISION (AM) AND ASSIGNFJ) AND ATTACHm UNITS: 

HHC, 229™ AHH, TASK FOOCE "GARRY O·IEN 11 , 1ST GAV DIV (AM) 

DETACHMEm' l (Ci$), IUiC, 229th AHO, TASK FQRCE "GARRY CNIEN 11
, 1ST CAV DIV (AH) 

CCl✓.PANY A, 229TH A.HB, _.TASK FORCE 11 GA."'t.RY O,.'EN", 1ST CAV DIV (A¥.} 
, .. 

CCMP>.NY B, 229TH A.HB?T.ASK FORCE 11 GA..1IBY CME~", 1ST CAV DIV (A¥.) 
, . , ., . 

CCMPANY IJ, 229TH >.HB, ,T_ASK FORCE 11GARRY OON11 , 1ST 9AV DIV" (AY.) 
,, • • # 

F TROOP, 9TH CAVA.UJ, 229I'H AHB, TASK- FOR
1
CE, 11GARRY Oi-,'E~•., 'lST CAV DIV (AH) 

• . . .. . 

• : i .. •• - • 

F BA'I'TmY, 79TH AFA,· 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE 11 GARRY OWEN 11
, 1ST CAV:D;I:Y (AY.) 

362KD AVN Cc»-:PA~'Y, 229TH AHB, TASK FORCE '.'GA.'=L>iY O·JEN 11
, 1ST C'AV DIV (AX) .. ' . . , , . . ··- , 

THE CITATIO?~ READS AS F0L.Jj,/S: .-
I - 'f' 

THE 229TH ASSAULT HELIC0PI'E:i BATTALlOK DISTIK3UISHED ITSELF BY OUTSTANDHt 
E,.qFCffi✓.At-;CE OF DUTY AGAIKST HOSTILE FORCES DURIN3 TP.E PERIOD 5 A~IL 1972 
THROUGH 7 JU~ 1972 \·lHil.E COXKITTED TO ACTIOK It; SUF?JrtT, OF THE . GV?\ DEFENDffiS 
OF THE PROVINCIAL CAFITAL OF At-: l..OC BINH l.Oi-;G .ffiDVINCE DU:lING THE i'V A "NGUYEN 
HUE" OFFENSIVE. ~OUGH' .THEIR COURAGE, DSTE?J~INATIOi\, A~'D INGE!\UITY THE 
'!R00FE..>i.:> OF THE 229TH OVERC»~ THE DIFFICULTIES Er-;3ENDIBED BY THE INTRODUC-
TION OF ND)' WEAR)NRY BY THE ~:y AA1) THE tOST IN7',t;~IVE VOUJHE OF AN"i'I­
AIRCRAFT ARTI.uERY {'_~ Y~ ;EXmRJINCip, •~,'HILE SUPPO~TING At-.1J SUSTAININ::; THE' 
BELEAGUERED DE~:_".AGAINST ·'THE 9-!u~ ONS LAUGHT. THE SUCCESSFUL DEFE.&.T OF 
THE ENEY.Y BY THE FCRC$,S" OF GVN WOULD HAV-t B::EN VASTLY MCRE. ·fROl.ONGED AND 
COSTJ WERE IT NOT ·ro.~· THE I~'VAWAB~E SUFFORT RE?mEID.1) BY THE 229I'H AHB. THE 
0UTSTANDI~ DEVOTION TO DUTY, PES:..YERANCE, A~ID EXTRAO:?.DINAR~ Hrn0ISM OF THE 
MD-::BERS OF THE 229Trl ,AHB AND -ATTACH@ Eill3NTS U?mER THE J.~C6T HAZARDOUS CON­
DITIONS A.1tE IN KEEP~TH'1'HE FIN!ST'T?.ft.DI'f'ION, OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES A.>tl✓.Y 
AND REF l.ECT GREAT CREDIT uroN TP.D'.SE:i.VES I T:IB ARl~, A~'D 'lli E UNITED STATES 
OF Al-'.ERICA. • . • 
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• _; _,: AWARDS & DECCIU.TIOI-5 FOR PmIOD 5 AFRIL - 7 JULY 1972 

Medal ot Hcnor 

DSC 

Silver Star 

Legion or Merit 

DFC 

~oldier' a Medal 

13::; W/V 

B,S 

»'. W/V 

»: • 

AC¥. W/V 

ACM 

Purple · Heart 

VN Cross of Gallantry 
W/Gold Star 
W/Silver Star 
W/ Bronze Star 

V?-i Hcnor Y.edal 1st Class 

TOTAL: 

FCB THE COO'.ANDE: 

.RECEIVED 

7 

lJ.. 

1 

6 

204 

l80 

610 

lJ.. 

210 

40 

1286 

,, . • I 
I . ~ 

• 

., 
• • ! I • ' .,.. • 

, 

1 

3· 

5 

67 

l 

J 

22 

13 
·• .. 

52 

J 

9 

.-

g· 
56 

157 

448 

., . 

. ... 

, 
I. 

,, 

, . . . 

G:tAKD TOTAL: 1734 
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Incloaure 8 - Statistical. Dllta 

• . .. 
. . . : •• :·. -

l . Adation Operational Support Statistics (S-J): 

. i ,m~ - 1'2 JtJLI UH-l AH-l QH-6 QH-l.7 IQIA~ . . 
. to'W, ·_l ll>URS . 3,275.6 4,275.6 1,m.s 130.4 9,851.6 

.· toT.AI, I SORTIES 6,471 5,285 1,525 lTl 13,458 

. 1'0TJ.L # Pil 
, 

.TR.ANSPORT'l.D l.4,653 196 1,86) 16,712 

WW. I CASUALTIES 
talNSPCBTED 49 . 19 68 

I .lCF'l' DI.MlGED 20 19 11 2 52 

#.lClTWSS&S 3 9 4 l 17 

I TOHS &lUIZD 47.4 170.5 217.9 

2. Logistical Support Statistics (S-4): 

a. Duritie the period 7 Apr-il through 10 July 1972, tbe 229th .lHB and 
attached Wlita established and operated rearm am refuel points as indicated 
below: 

(1) Rearm Pointe 

(a) Song Be 

(bl 
Lai Khe 

(c Vung Tau 
(d Tay Ninh 
(e) Lo~ Thanh 
(r) Lassiter 

(2) Refuel Points 

(a) w JChe 
(b) Song Be 
(c) Vung Tau 
(d) FSB Helanie 
(e) Long Tlw.nh 
(r) Lassiter 

b. The follo'wi.Il{: logistical operations were of special eignificance in 
the battle of .ln Loe: 

(1) So?14; Be 

(2) la1 Kbe 

• " 

I. 

I 
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c. '!ba. ~ucai ope:-atio~ at Song Be aupparted the 229th ABB ud 
attached am.ta with 1,008,625 pounds or amz:iunition durin£ tbe aix d~s So~ 
Be reana oi--ated. Tbe 229th expended 22,400 rockets and wll over S00,000 
4em and. reller caliber rounds. The 229th and attached unite used 2,154,263 
pounda ot J'P4 dur1»g tha a1x dqs ot operationa at Song Be. 

. . 

d. ~ t.be period 7 J.pr-11 through 10 Jucy 1972, the 229th J.HB aod 
attached unite consumed am expended 17,591,368 pounds ~r JP4 aDd 5,101,274 
pound■ of ¥Wlrn1 tion. 

(1) Total Lbe JJY. Used 7 .lp- thru 10 JUQ' 72: 

9,014,000 920,368 

(2) r.c.bined Total, Total Lb8 JP4 tJsed 7 Apr tbru_ l2 .lpr in euppcl'"t 
8oDC 8e/J.n Loe I _ 

Le.ss -
LT 
SE 

687,895 
546,000 
920,368 

2,154,263 

. 3. Canba t Damage Inflicted ~ Elements of 229th AH3 (S-2) : 

~ LOCATION !!fill Y.ISSION RESULTS 

J.ir 060800 815905 D-Trp VR Ob 01 ind evad, eng, lKBH 
061130 822907 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVN Eng en held Amio dUD1ps, 02 

.lnino dumps dest, lOKBH 
061402 818903 D-Trp VR 16KBH 
101740 · ?03769 F/9 Spt of 5th ARVl, Eng 01 en, lKBH 
130935 641706 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVN E~ 02 en trks, 02 trks des 

, VR 
131330 811899 M.l.X Spt of 5th AR\' N Dee 13, 2t and 5 ton trks 
131330 ?65882 !-'.AX Spt of 5th ARYN Des 06, 2 and 5 ton trb 

secondary explosions 
131500 755883 },!AI Spt of 5th ARVN Des 01 Tanlc 
131500 775905 }I.AX Spt or 5th AR\';; Des 01 ?SHH RR 

• • 151030 755885 >'.U Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 03 en Tanks, 01 Taruc da:i, 
02 Tanks des 

151400 755880 )IU Spt of 5th ARV~ Obs 04 en Tanks, OJ Tanks dam, 
01 Tank des 

171400 778818 }'..U Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 05 en trks, 03 trks dam, 
02 trks des 

191040 764887 HA.I S;,t of 5th ARV;~ Obs UNK type en A/A site, 
01 A/A site dee . 

,· 

'· " 
---- - - . - --- -
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LOCmON .• mm MISSION RESULTS . 

- ·201040 •• 7Si&7 • KU 
22ll39 685736 KU 

• 8pt of 5th J.RVN 
Spt of 5th ARVN 
8pt of 5th .tRVN 

Obs and des 01 75MM RR 
Oba and eng 01 en end, OlKBB 
Oba and eng 01 en POL trlc, 231245 · • ff1S995 7/9 •. 
dee Ol en POL trk 

2416t.S 72'"'3 F/9 Spt or 5th ARVN 

Spt or 5th .lRVN 
Spt or 5th J.RVN 

Oba 01 tJNX aise trk, eng 
and des • 270655 771'if14 MU Oba and des· 01 en 51 Cal pos 
Oba am des 01 en 51 Ci.1 pos, 
0.3 en IBH 

27l0l' ?60086 Ml.I 

Hq Oll8SO 

041430 
06l33S 

U7lS)O 
071610 

07lllB 

lllOO:> 
130925 
1309.30 
130955 

221200 

?379a2 

?1S768 
'112568 

'121571 
773721 

759885 

'155874 
686872 
7CIJ875 
752884 

757853 

MU Spt er 5th J.RVN 
me 

D-lfz-p Spt TR.lC 
7/9 Spt TR.lC 

T."' Spt TRI.C 
HU ......... Sft flU.C 

KU Spt TRAC, Cl.,.!t:i 

Air Spt 
MU Spt of 5th J.RVN 
F/9 Spt of 5th .lRVN 
1/9 Spt of 5th .ARVN 
Mil Spt or 5th ARVN 

'F /79 Spt TRAC 

Obe a.J)d des 01 en 371-tM pos 

Obs and eng 01 en, 01 JCBH 
Oba 02 ind hiding, eng, 02 
en IBH 
Obe 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Oba 02 ind in open, eng, 
02 en KBH 
25 en XBH, equip des 

Obs 04 en Tanks, 04 Tanks des 
Oba and 8?1£; 01 ind, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 2½ ton trka; 01 trk dee 
Obs 0.3 ind fleeing Taruc, 0.3 
en JCBH 
Obs UNK no of Tanks and ind, 
eng, 20 en KBH 

4. Combat lx..raage a.n::i Cllsutlties Sustained 5 Apr-il 1972 - 8 July 1972: 

I!!,te/'riroe location !!n11 Mission 

!Jr 051230 
051230 
051530 

,061200 
101400 
ll1350 
ll.l.445 

- • 2316J.'.> 

~y CYll.340 
lll205 
130930 
131515 
221040 
230650 
3112.30 

--

725065 
725065 
759753 

- ··672572 
787720 
758883 
732884 
765645 

723571 
755672 
700875 
7.39872 
765785 
755844 
758871 

. ,t 

MU Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN 
MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN 
MA.I Spt TRAC Uld 5th ARVN 
F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th A..RVN 
GS Spt TRAC and 5th JJlVN 
~Co Spt T:Li.C u.d 5th ARVN 
MAI Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN 
GS Spt TRAC and 5th ARVH 

Hvy, 2 Hite 
Lt, 1 Hit 
CBL, Exploded 
Lt, 1 P..it 
Lt 
Lt 
Hvy 
Lt 

f/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Jl.od 
KU Spt TRAC aoo 5th ARVN CBL 
F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 
F/9 Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 
MU Spt TRAC am 5th ARYN CBL 
¥il Spt TRAC and 5th LRVH Lt 
Y..U Spt TRAC a.IXl 5th ARVN Lt 

~ 

51 C-.1 
51 C&l 
SA-7 
Sm Arms 
51 c~1 
105, 82 
51 Cal 
.30 CQl 

Sm Arms 
SA-7 
Sm ArN 
Sm Arms 
SA-? 
51 Cal 
51 Cal 

CaslJ!l ties 

Neg 
Ne~ 
2 1-!IA 
Ne£! 
l \HA 
Neg 
1 \./IA 
Neg 

Neg 
2 HI! 
1 lo/IA 
Neg 
2 KIA 
Neg 
Neg 

,-



f ~W'}?t[~ (r-timad·)• 

.J . \ '.~-~-,-;ji/=~): :.: ~ .. . ' _ .. > .. 
r-<.::_ . _· _,-~<·- :pate/J1w lpgation llDU MiaaJon _ 4/c Pernec 
f .• :- . . ;~ ilslJlS •• ·_ •• , ·145785 Mil Spt or )£!EV.le Mod 
.-.; . , <>81300 76lT19 MED ~C CBI, 
E - • . . · . --~ ?SSS6S A.-Co Spt me am 5th J.RVI un 
, • .. ·-191400 'lscnso F/9 -spt me and 5th J.RVN Lt 
: 200820 • 7f/rn0 F /9 Spt lat J.RVN J.BB CBI. 
: 200830 785764 KU Extract >tiasion • Hv,y 
:- 2008.30 783762 KU Extract M1.aaion CBI. 

2ll.Sl0 758713 MU Spt TRAC and 5th ARVN CBL 
• 221200 808848 ~Co Spt TRAC and 5th il1N lee 
241042 824 795 D-Co Spt TRAC and 5th ARYN Bvy 
24W 5 824 795 362 Ext.net.ion · ot J.!rc: ·att .Lt • 

FOR THE C(H4l)UE!l: 

. JI 

~L • 
KlJ, AGC 
!djuta.nt 

I . 

I 
I 

C,.su11.lti;! 

51 'Cal Neg I 
Sl Cal Neg 
Sm J.naa l WIA 
30 Cu Nee 
SA-7 2 KIA 

• 51, 30 C..l Neg 
tmx 2 KIA 
SA-7 1 W!A 
Sl Cal 1 \IJA 
51 Cal Neg 
Sln Arma Neg 

. r 
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.InclosUN 9 - Eictract j/l CAV - TF "Garry Owen", S-3 Journal 

5 April;l972: 

0815 hours - Trac moving F/9 to Quan i.oi to work against. eround attacks in 
the Loe Ninh Area. Quan loi secure at this time. . 
0915 hours - TRAC: Request gunship cover work out of .Qua?} loi- arour.d loc 
Ninh and An .Loe. Sent l heavy section ary:i l light section. • 
0920 hours - CG: 229th all birds O."'l 15 -r.inute standby alert. ·. 
0920 hours - F/79 heavy section of cobras bounced. . 
0945 hours - Lai Khe to be used for refuel/reann to support Ti1AC. 
0945 hours-. D/229 put on alert by TRAC, send assets to l.~i Khe. 
091+5 hours - F/79: .lJ.eht section bounced to lai Khe. • 
1005 hours - DCO-A: At 1'1'788455 reported la.ree traffic j:un near old f'ire­
~n~c, activity on the b~ue. 
l0!:,5 hour~ - CG; '1HAC: Quan Loi overrun, fuel point lnt:1ct, An Loe ,~ur­
roundcd. The 174th NVA Rep,t is between An Loe.and loc Nin.'1. The enemy is 
trying to cut the road between An loc and Lai Khe. 
lll+O hours - D/229: 3 Pink Teams o!f for Lai Khe. 
1240 hours - F/9: 2 Cobra.~ hit but !lyinF; toward L.K. both A/C made it 
safe~. l light damage, 2 ·heavy da7.age. 
1410 hours - CG 'ffiAC: Directed 3rd Bde to rescue 5 .V .;; . _personnel at Quan 
.1.0i TOC. DCO.-A is on the scene and talking to personnel on p.:round. • 
1515 hours - DCO-A: Prepare to send 10 t,rf.-lH and_ 4 CH-47 to Qu.;n Loi to 
extract 8 U .s. and 130 ARVN at Quan loi. ', . • .... 
1530 hours - DCO-A: Blue .Max AH-lG exploded iri the air; went dcwn XT?5Cf'153, 
no .i.pparent survivor..s: Ship is }I.ax 34, • 
1535 hours - DCO-A: Send 10 ships lift and 4 CH-47 ASAP, CE-1.7 to load • 
first, the:1 10 lift shiJ::S. • ·.• . 
1600 hours - 229th S-3 lift enroute, CH-47 a;-r-..:i.ved ~t_l620 hoU:r_Sl ·. ·E:vacuees 
taken to TS?-;. • 
1625 hours - First CH-47 can~leted 1st extraction. 
1628 ho~rs - Second CP.-47 landed and ca:~leted extraction. 
1640 hours - Third CH-4? sortiP- canpleted. 

I 
I . ... 

1700 ho..;rs - First flight of 5 slic~s on the grgur,~; 17~3 hours extraction 
ccr,pleteci. Enroute __ tc L. K. for fuel. Fourth Ci!-47 ordered to return W/O 
landing at Q • .i... SQ. -. that ·slicks could cmti.nue extract.ion. 
1703 hours - Secoruf 'f light of 5 slicks landed, extraction ccr.-.pleted at 1705 
hours e:1route to L ·· K·. for fuel. 
1715 hours - TRAC G-:-3y:-._ F/9 ,anc D/229 .Cay· Troops wi_ll re:nain at Lsi Khe as 
~te as possible totii:g~t-i 'and'" prepare to go back tomorrow. 
1815 hours - DCO-A~\letain 2 sections of ?-:AX in Bde A.O. have released D/229 
will release MAX and . return w/F/9 at 1900 hours. Returning to Loe Ninh area. 
1830 hours - DCO-A: All aviation ele~ents released, ordered to B. H . 
.20i.5 hours - 'IBAC .G-.'.1_:- : Flan ·to provide air ass¥ts tcrnorrow for :possible 
extraction throughoot~Mif 1II: 6 

; 

(1) 
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;,..rg;i;,5~:iw'21S~,~ ~:~))90-Ai :_~ :aeports • Loe Ninh has held on, F /7 9, F /9 working around 
·, ;.:,,c:,• .;[rJ..•• 1~--~';~ ,:C.-1,;..,; , •· • ,._ 1 i ~l ".ft~J;- -~ •::-+tw~~ •• ; -~-~J& .. ~~·.-roc..et ·pos t ons. 
~ 1{;~~~;r • ~~~{ffi")~~°A'!l ;\ AH-lG taking unknown GAF in all gun runs around Loe 
·:..~- .:-:~·.'.,Jtimi. ~~~1-1~~.atita.· · ; • -.. • 

-!-.?~~};/~'no15'.~: ... _ .. -~r."~.!19'tav,} ii 0920 hCllrs' h&d sJX>tt.ed unk no.-o! 51 cal·pits 
I • .· :-~~{-~~-3 •• .,•- - • • J· ·,:~:·~;-:.:-:~-~ :" . ~~•lG Yitb"unknCMl'l ·results. . 
.! -· ·· • .,_.-. -0945 :h~P,_:~ ---,r.>/229, ·:·Spotted 3 houses ~11 of enemy. Returned .... to !Ai the 
:t : ·,·.;: __ &i1(l p1cbci ::Up 'A.R~ .LN). Returned to site near Quan loi. At ~ hours, 
:~ .:_ <;_. . ,)in,uae{~iStroyed, .~e individual e41caping engaged and killedl results 

_:_ ~-·:.3 )i012ae1: doatroyed, ·:l. ·enem_r KBH. • 
·:: :- ::'l.lqO )l~ -~:OOt' ~ !Bub~h rearm-re pol point at Song . Be in order to reduce 
• • t.urc1rowid .'t,iae in An loc. - loc Ninh Area. Will use ae sets alreidy on 

·_:' >~= ~~~~-;C~i~ D/2~9 with ~o KBH. • 
.. . JZO h~rs· -.CO 'fflAC/DCO mACt Loe Ninh still eett.in.v, he;i.vy artillery_ fire. 

Several -indirect tire positions verified and dest.royed. 2 canrnnie;,' of 9?.nd 
R&Jl8erl 'ti/5 AFC•• broke · through !ran north into. Loe Ninh and one comµu-o- !ran 
the •~th. , . ·· : ~ • • ,... , • • 
·l2SS bl:su.n ·- ·r/9: ' At ·i2oo hours, vicinity o! XT672953 3 .AH-lG took unlmown 
amount GAF. ill ) ■hips took hits and landed eately at l.K. Assessment to 
tollo,r. . _ 
1400 hours - DCO-As UHF beeps fran vie XT75975J TASH checki.n~ ~rea and will 
get haning bi.Jod into location. 
l.435 h01Ur8 - AAE: CH-47 reJX)rts Se11g Be P.Oil ope.nr . , . 
1545 houre - CC: loc Ninh under consta.."lt pressut'e, mortar attack and ground 
attack caning !ran the. west. District com~und penetra'ted but gunships broke 
the attack. Gunships !iring final protective fires along the perb:eter • . 
1555 . ho..trs - CG: Cooras 1going to Song Be fran Loe Ninh for POL/:tEAFY.. 
1615 hours - D/229: Total kills reported for D./229 is 71. , •• 
1810 hours - F /9: rl 727132, 174 OH AH-lG r~~{ve·d.-he~vy '51. ~J. -G.\F . at 2500 
feet, 100 JCTS Negative hits, engaged with org unk res: , _ . 
1855 ho..trs - DCO-A: D/229, F/9 have been released, enroute'B. fL, · one sec-
tion F /79 will expend prior to returning, others e:-iroute. . . • • 
1905 hours - D/229: At Quan Loi, fink Tea~ rolled hot at 1630 hours because 
Quan Loi attacked !rooi south at the airstriJ:,. . 
1905 hours - D/229: XT818903 18~5; ll.ultiple secQndary • explosions !ran rub­
ber on N side o! airstrip, originally a 3 prong attack supported by· U:G fire 
!ran hoochs east·. D/229 turned back attack toward PJ1 by using nails-. 
1930 hours - D/229: l.T671905 Cobra took 'W1known aJiount of fire fran 51 cal, 
neg hits, engaged with org unk res. . . 
2100 hours - late Entry D/229: AH-lG on VR to~k 51 . cal and ll·~G fire eng w 
org rest 15 en KBH. 

7 April 1972: 

0600 hours - . mJ.O: F/79 gunships are to, be st loc Ni."lh at first li_ght. 
Skids up on 5 AH-<l.G. 
0715 hours - 'IRAC: Send additional AP.-lG to loc ~inh. S-3 ops reports 1 
additior,al section enroute at 0730 hours. 
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{f'. R?tU{ .. ··: :.·... • 
/ij1

:~ ~,~~{~-~~~~A,~:--· • • • ·t 1
; -;t.es 1~t or aes=b~ •rockets .• • F/9 Blues are at 

• '. ~ ~ _:r-·)~ '.M/• -~•.;1#£ .. •. . . hinoo1c sorties of ammo being lirt.ed, C-130 loads 
• ·-1~ ~ \ '~~il4'4·:cto.'crrl.Yr ,~ :hour&.· >!ore reann people being ae&embled. 

f,/ tl'¾~~-;~,~ ~-. • )f~ tS_i .. ..c~pound at !.Qc Ninh appaNnUy overnm by NVA, 
·;~ l'!!.!lr;t' .· .. •. ·,;~ -~'oil ~ •. . • .J•! Contact .with zippo lost !or short time but 
~~; ,, _.,:.;.'~~re~~1:, ; ~ :a . . .· unds. 
_'.'.~f:\ ;;{51;~ ;)1~~~ - . . . · .,· . • . ' 'bave ler't canpound and headed . into Loe -Ninh city. 
"~.?.~l,::, .,.~-¥Gnt.iol·-.,-r!Ji!lewf'-'0t' ·cC1Dpo.md, &ttack broken. We will try to drop NAPAIM 
< -:_: -: .-.:~:Ql : perim~r :'}mrilcer'-- . ;.•~ .. .. . . ·, . .. 

ii .·.": ·::~:=".-:·.Q9l~.~:~oure •·-~~~J.t~fl~newed on Loe Ninh by tanks and ~antry. Need 
~ • · _-· ~:- Jle&t ·rocket.a. • : ·•·1'•· · ) , ... ~ 
• :·,;. ~·.-lo30:boura· - . ·ntACs - Rescue operation for advisors at Loe Ninh .. 05 UH-lH and 

.--: ?Sui .~r to be ccmnitted i! possible to extract U.S. personnel. 

. . 
' • ' 

lJ.45 ~gers -at,· Scng Be l!24, Ml? Gas Masks, LAWS, M-60 ammo beine, :i:assed to 
s~ _;µ. .woe· diatribut.ed to raneers ana ;\Viators. 
1125 houra .;, '1RAC1 Downed UH-lH at XT 707602. D/229 covered no CAS • 
.JJ.)O ·houris - DCO-As -. 'Briefing at Son1~ Be on rc:,cue ope-ration:;. 
1425 houro - ~-4, ioUmated 8 Gort.ic!. of C-.l30 CL V will lnnd at S.O.' DCO-B 
says get more~ . 
l500 houn - rue, • ~A¥ run may be delayed beyond 1600 hours. ,, 
1510 houn ;_ CG 1RAC1 • Zippo 66 has moved position due eut o! wareh·ouees on 
W 11.de or 1trip. First Arclite at 1512 ho'J rs. 
1510 houra - F /9 Cav: Reques_t med 2 bounced to Song Be ASAP _skids up 1512 
hours. - • • , . , .. 
1525 houra - 'iRACi Bay run delayed to 1730 hours. 
1550 houre - DCO-J.: Rescue ops to go at abW p.:,urs • . 
1635 hours - CG 'IRAC: Bay run at 1650 ho.irs. ' - ' . .,_•. 
l.650 hours - D/229: CH-47 (362nd Avn Co) h¼t at An ~ picli: up zone. Head-
ing S to secure L.Z. • • ' :· . . 
1700 hours - CG: Requested one more gunshi:p section fran B . H. We now have 
only l section of sunships at Bien Hoa. ... • , .. 
1700 ho.irs - An Loe advisors evacuated by 2~ti< : ' • ..,. • • • , . 
1702 hours - DCO-A: Rescue opera tio:-i l.oc Kinh startirig . •• • • • • 

I 

1735 hours - DCO-A: LOH "'f/9 checking Loe Kinh l...Z. 'Iook heavy 'Sl cal !ire 
frar.. E, Wi, SW, NE. • 
1745 hours - Song .be: Need two more hooks at ~ong Ee to sling out dQr;ned 
aircraft. - . 
lBOO hours - f /9: l..OH ~eriously shot ur, go ing to Song Be. 
1846 hours - CG '!RAC: l;ontact lost with zippo 66 at 1846. He was -evading 
1.nto city to try to make it till morning. 

8 April 1972: 

Gl435 hours - An Loe under gas and 75 mm rr attack. 
0520 hours - '!RAC requests flare birk and gi..;.n section to go to ?~i Ba Dinh 
taking in caning and suspect sapper attack F /79 9ounced 1 section at 0530. 
nearm and PO~ at 'Mr/ .F/79 Cobras to c~er dust.off 02 U.S. wounded at NBD. 
0630 hours -: ::ikids up for F /79 guns for ,An ·Loe. 
0705 hours - Notified medevac to have ship At Song Be. Long Binh dustoff 
will backup with a ship at l.ai lhe. 
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t 
tugees tran Bu Dop to Song Be, lift ships of A/229 responded to the call for 

help at Tay Ninh. · During the night the radio relay station at Nui Ba Den 

mountain ,had been overrun, with several U .s. and ARVN persomel killed or 

wounded. Five A/229 ships made a total of three lifts, inserting 90 ARVN 

reinforcements and evacuating casualties; each ship taki.ne r.its-on every 

lift, with two A/229 crewmen wounded. 

Possibly the single most heroic act of the entire l.oc Ninh/An Loe 

operation occurred mid-1noming April 8th,' when a D Troop LOH, piloted by CPI' 

John Whitehead, rescued nine pcr&onnel evading south frcrr. loc ~inh to An -.Loc. 

(Incl lo-B). Responding to a radioed SOS fro.-r-, the four American advi-
,, 

sors, CPT Whitehead landed under withering ener.1y fire only to have his air-

craft swamped by desperate A.~V~ soldiers seeking, to escape fro~ _the Co;.u;-.unist 
, . , , 

foes surrounding them. With 9 peoi:;le clinging to the a ire.raft and enemy fire 

increasing CPT ~ihitehead did the only thing -pos9ibil.e. He . ski:pj)ed, • bounced 

and literally forced his overloaded aircraft into the air wit~, nine sur.V:i.v:ors 

clinging desperately to the tiny helicopter. By._ .2130 h'ours, J.,2 April, the 
• , • I • 

' .... ~· . . . 
evacuation of 1500 ARV~ Troops, 2,000 civilians, six 105 r:ur. howitzers arrl 

I . . . ., . 

two 155 m:i howitzers !rcr.. Bu Dop to Song Be \.:as• co:;.pleted by CS-47 Chinooks 

of the 362nd ASS. 
, . 

13 April saw the rescue of the 11 wounded A~erican advisors froo. the 

hotly contested soccer field at An Loe by e1e~er.ts of the 229th. As ~he eneu~ 

intensified his pressure upon the city with annor and infantry, the first 

tank kill was scored by F /79 A1 /... This was acco~µi.nied by the kill of 21 

trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of the 229th AHB, 
~ . The tank-shoot con-

tinued through the 15th of April proving the deadly capabilities of the attack . . . 
helicopter against amored vehicles. (we.~ /t> --(;. While Cobra gunships 
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t 
of D/229 and F/9 Cav continued to provide support to CNN forces ir. An l.oc 

and to the relief column attempting to forge north from Chon Thanh up enemy 
. 

controlled Ql. 13 to the embatUed capital, Blue Max flew ~hip cover in 
J • 

support of the VNAF' insert.ion of troops i.~ the vicinity of Quan µ>i and Chon 

Tha.nh-.Lai Khe • . ... :· . . . 
: . -. 

On 16 April an enemy ro..ind detonated the A.~VN ammunition dump at lai Khe 

rendering the re-arm re_:tuel point at that location unuseable. S-L./229th AHB 

immediate~ shifted reann ·and refuel operations to Bien Iloa iind ~uprott opera­

tions continued without }'lluoc. The followinr: morninr:, as ~oon a:1 th~ oonfla­

gra tion had ceased, S-4/229th Af!B again shifted ream- refuel operations back ,, . 
to Lai Khe, accanpliehing the prodigious feat of two complete shifts of fa­

cilities over. a distance of 37 km in 24 hours with no µiuse in sup:i:ort 
, • I I 

• 
operations. .i..:·-.:: .: . 'i '. .. . . 

~ •• ,-- .. . ~. ', ' , . ·. 
Heavy enemy ~rtillery banbardme~t and amor-supported infantry attack 

• , ,. 
upon the city of An.~ continu_ed through the period 17 April through 17 Y.ay 

~...:.:~~-~: .~ •I t, ;. ~:. e I . 
0 

with ene:ny penetrat10ns 'by armor and infantry :oi::~urring on 18, 20 and 25 - . • ' ~ .. .... . . ..• · . • . 

April and ll &nd 14 Y.a,y. In each i.n1tance A.RV?\ !ore.A■ .eupport'4i by .Army 

aviation rep.used th~·--ene::iy' and restored the •perimeter. The fighting ·raged 

frorr. house to house, block by block, precluding-the use 'or USAF TAC Air . . , . 

within the city due to the proximity of the fri~r.dly forces. It was in this 

enviror:ment that the attack helicopter gt1nship proved its mettle. Through 

their ability to place pin-point fire, the Cobras of Blue ¥.ax and the two 

Air Cavalry Troops were able to destroy tanks in the streets of the city 

with friend~ forces only a scant few .rnete:-s,, away. ( Incl .10-C). 

During· this. period the increasingly :i:oor weath~r conditions engen:iered 

by the rainy season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on 
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on~ two days, the 21st and 23rd of April, were 229th AHB support operations 

J:,&rtially curtailed due to weather. 23 April was not a total loss as a 

Cobra 0!° F/9 CAV !o~d- a hole in the clouds and de:3troyed an enemy fuel truck 

trying to make its way to refuel enemy tanks under cover ·or clouds. The 
. , 

24th and 28th o! April saw the first of several large exchange"~ of troops 

by 229th >.HB at An l.oc. Fresh troops were flown into the city and woun:ied 

and weary troops rotated to the ARVN Headquarters and staginp;s area at lai 

Khe. Numerous medical evacuation missions were handled during this period. 

Whenever a .rull in the enemy fire occurred al'\Y of the 229th aircraft.in the 

area would pop in and ~natch the wounded. These instance~ were so nurn~rous ' , 

a.1'¥1 routine as to preclude any a tte:mpt to properly document the:n. 

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the aptj.-;aircraft capab.ilities 

• 
of the enemy with the appearance of the SJ.i-;7. 11Stre.lla", a· ·rnan-portable, heat-, , . 

I • I, • • •• 

seeking missile o! Sovi!t manufacture. The first si'shting of ·the new threat 
• ,. 

was reF,Orted by an Air Force FAC on 9 Hay 1972. Its appearance in eve·r "in-

creasing frequency coincided with the ccr.imenciem.ent· o.J the J.Ast ·big enemy 
' ~ - .... . . · . . 

p..i1h apin11t An l.oc which h&d been &nnounoed by an int4l"oopt.otl enemy N.dio 
. . 

transmission. As the tanks began massing for the assault on 11 April, it 
., , . . 

became apparent that the ene::iy had electeq to pla7 his heretofore undetected 

trum·p card to cancel out the advantage hel d by the GVN force.s .wi_th . th~ir 

overwhelming aerial support. Althe>.lg:1 the SA-7 was to clai'Tl • 6 AH-lG Cobra . ,, . . 

aircraft in the following weeks, it did not force a curtailment of helicopter 

operations as many doubters of the airoobile concept had theorized. The ad­

vantage of the missile WC>.lld be counte~d i.'1 niid=-July as a newly developed 

infra-red dissipa::,ion modification was installed on 229th Al-!3 aircraft, but for 

now the develoµnent of modified tactics was a matter of th·e utr.,ost urgency. 
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The tactics ez:iployed at l.oc Ninh-An loc were initially only a variation 

on the Pink Team - light fire team theme which had been utilized before in 

high intensity AAA environments such as the A Shau Valley operation by the 

1st Cavalry Division (Ainnobile) ~·1968. These variations "-ere tne e.-nploy­

ment of heavy fire teams canposed of tnree ships as opposeti to- the two ship 

light-fire-team µsed by A.FA and the use of a 11 Heavy Pink Tea.T. 110 1 in some 

cases a purple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy fink Team" consisted 

of a l.DH in the lc:w level scout role r-talkr:d by the first Cobra at 1,500 feet 

to hi:J rear or flank. Upon the .LOIi rc:ccivinr: fire or !3pol-t.in~ a t.1rr•1~.t the 

low Cobra would roll in with immediate ~ur,rrc:.;oive fire, thu:; cn.1blinr: the 

scout ship to evade, and providing an ir..media te mark for the hig:ier Cobra, 

follC1wing at 2,500 feet or higher to sei l.!P ~ d.elibe:-ate rocket FSSS. As the 

second Cobra was executing his break, the first Cobra WOl.!~d be ir. a position 
, 

to cover with a rocket run of his o·,m, th:.is alternating .unti'~• either destruc-

. ' tio~ of the target was car.plete or ex~.austion of fl.!e~ or ·a.~.;.;ur.iti?n necessi-

tated relief on station by another tea:. .. A.'1ot:--.er va:-:a ticn wa:5 tSe 11 Purple . . . , . . 
\ ~ 

Tea.':!" with the l.OH, two Cobras a:.d a U!-:-1.~ 11 s!icic" at a r.ig:-:i:. r 11lti t\!de to 
• • • I 'I ' 

serve as a ccxnmanc. control eler.,ent for the tea':r. and to acconplish rectNery 

of downed crews if needed. Tr.is beefing ui:, of ~.e air r.~;;euver ele:;ients was 

acccxr,µi.nied by a shift to low leve ... :lii;r-,t enroute to rr.::.r.bize exposure to 

heavy AAA weapons. This, however, ir.creased the vulnerability to s~all ams 

fire ~ith the loss of the ele:ie~t of surprise caused by daily continued 

operations Cll/er the same terrain. This caused the modification of tactics 

to encacJ:ass ever higher enroute alti\uoes P,)id .the use of cloud cover to 

good effect ~ven before the introduction, of the 11Strella". The arrival of 

the 11Strella ", althou·g\. c1- quantum jump in AAA technology, had only the effect 
• • -----,# • 
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t 
of intensifying the need for tbiz type of '..~ ... ctic in H hi[~ i:,'..ea::.:::i ty ,~.:....:... er,-

vironment. T'ne need for change 1D st:lr..::. :,,.::c aerial insertion u:-"'i. ext:-action 

tactics also became rendily ap~rent. Yhere~s previously the C~?h~sis h~d 

been upon large forms. tbns of lift ships x:-.akine classic co~ba t c.ssaul ts; 
. 

this was rendered suicidal bec~use of the murde~cus effect of ;he hieh in-
• • I 

tensity AAA and ~F. TI;e tactics er.:ploycd to circumvert the_--;,._;_;,. and ID? 
•. 

\Jas for soall flights of one or t~o s~ip~ to fly above clot:d cover enrou~e 

to the PZ and utilize It rapiC:ly spin lbc hii.;h ove:rhc:1d ap·.r-c;' ch to thr 

LZ. ~thfinderR of HHC, 2.?9th Mrn wc::-e re::;;>0r.siblc for r2· .c.c:itr61:,asr.cr.ib1inr' 

O,lif'.Cinc pa.ylcads and movirw the PZ :,:l ~ - f ;1y [;,.nrr·r.•; f, ;\, r.,l t.hr; ri: : d~. ' Thi" 

enabled the lift ships to spend r.iini:-.U;.. t.i1:ie or. .:.r.f' 

deadly 105 and 155 rounds i.'Tlpacting on t:-:e PZ w::ile t::ey '-'-=re on short 

climbout. , ., -
• 

Da\J'I'l 17 P.ay fot:nd the An :.Cc peri~c;;:,e;· ~uie.t :'or t!':2 first tir..e iri f.2 , 
I t • • •• 

days, \Ji. th the calm broken only by 0cc-:asio:-,r,l i:-.c;:,:-::.n;; ::i.:-t.iJ :cry or r.:or-
• 

. 
ing posi tio::1s s lonc Q: 13 to t~e so::t.h ~:-~vent_-:.nr E7"on:d r.:ove::-.e,,t between An 

, . 
Loe and Chon TnarJ-:, ar.d rince.:: t:-,c ci t.y .o:~ .i.!} :!:..p_c with ,':.L;, t.:. ir.direct fire 

registered to e.L,.ost pinpoint Rcc..:.racy c; ·..::ir,£ the e::i.rliec C3.:f3 of trye siege 

':'his ?'"..a.de t~e task of evi:tct:E. tior; of h .rfe ,,·..;::-.be:-s de::d ~r.'.i wour.::ied and the 
. , 

i::1sertion of reinforce~ents possible fer ~te firs~ time but highly hazard-

ot:s. i·'.assive troop exchanges took place a:; 31 ?~ay, 5, 9, 10, J.l, 13, 20, 22, 

29 Jcr:e and l a.nd 5 July resul tir.g in" t:-:€ tt,ta1 exc~:>.r,gc of 11,153 per!-on::1el, 

accc~plished wi~~ rr.in.ir...al CRsualties des~ite an 'u..~oini~isr.£~ curtain of }.AA 

e: IDF fire une~ua lled by any yet enco-..:nt.H £C in the 'lietr.a:7",ese confB ct. 
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The success.ful defense of An loc received official confinnatio~ by the 

in&ertion ot l.TG_ Minh, CG ot Y.R m, followed shortly by counter-guerrilla 

warfare consultan.t to the Presiden~ ~ir Robert ThOO)pson_, and finally by the 

arrival of the Gl/N Chief of State President Neu;yen Van Thieu. Tpe success-
, 

ful insertion of the dignitaries, despite continual AAA fire, ~as accanplished 

jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wine elements of the 

Vietnamese Air Force. {Incl 10-B). 

FOR THE COl'.Mi\1\'DE.~: 
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:ti] , :.--i .:•-'i,,( , .· '.•,~ i~' •. ~:. : . , _.,. __ • ... -:.W .. 

\;, ,7;;}\ '{~-_:_ ?i{:~:i-;? ;_~-; ,'(· ·.- ·: ; . .• •. 

J~, • ;~~)) ~:{~\?\~~;r~-~;:; -wUJ. nscue persamel !ran Nui Ba Dinh DCO-A, D/229, 
' • •.• :. ~ "?': -~~ ~a~e -~_ornish 67 frar. Ca_t lo brigade, COl/21, F/9 Cav . 

• • .'_t-r~t ••• • t' ~1:·-\ Ba1 run on ground at Cat Lo Bridge, pittinP, CBU around 
~ •·aa1· ::-. P: •• .'JRVl{ _tran du ~op to Sone Be. ••• • 

~~~ ~·~:~~~ti.- ... J.t~;~cl\ed-:lng with I.DH af~r_C~U • 
. · f ~ ~:·,!_, _ _-'._:_: :1.0;5.:.Jirn_1~ .-~~1: :, 100 received~ vicuu.ty of. I.T7297, unk dam. AH-lG 

-~ t .-~c~~ ".f. ~- .. ~/229 , • • 
, ') ~~i\If :· ..• -,~ ••. • •~ -~1:·!_~1 -~~i~ors ~t Cat lo Bridge rescued by D/229 and 75th 

-"> Ip · -..:~- ~Ranprali' '.:'.triticaJ..l¥ wounded up:iate to· !ollc:w. ·, · • 
_I · .. / ~f·b~/ ~ fuel_ ~t SB critical. TACE to G-J TRAC. By 1140:-. 21,500 at • 
~- . . ' Song a.,i: l ,, . • _ .. . 

:f _:, lllS -b~~-~i ; S-3: r Yellow flight bounced to TNE at l.142 tor reenforcing NBD 
~ •. : • .QJ : .. aoe RP.>:ccmpa.ny, l CH-41 .bounced W/Cheoical people and MSN. To TNE. 
~ .l.2.l.5 ·iioura.- DCO-Ai l.OH u'sed for extraction at Cat Lo took 4 hits SA and 
; 5i -cal . . Qar.-1od 3 u.s.,· .. ~ •.-ARVN, _pilot 'and eunncrs total 9 people. Pilot 
:. CPI' Whitehead, Gunner SGT:i'<a.1:ts. • 

' · 

'' . 
' i 

I 

I 
l 

12)5 houra - DCJ-lJ: Fuel situation critical at S.fl. 6000 ,~al u~ed L:-tween 
lil5 and J.225 11u:1t requc:;t ,-c~upply. 15,000 J"f:que:.;tcd enrl.icr not . enOJch. 
1255 hours - Yellow !light -present at T'Nll. ~ checkine out mountain, if 
everyt.hi.n& 1s OK will pit in RF Co. ,, 
1310 ho.ire - S-Js 7i'rst lift into t-130 l.Z Gr.Ben. · First lift taking· of!, 
laat ship took !ire UH-lH ·ttac pilot wounded. 
l.345 bours - DCO-As Sitrep An loc; FAC p.it~in_g in airstrikes. Destroyed 
vUl&ge IT 805765 with !S~ -in Bl\. Now attacking l2a:im positiol}s XT ,719910. 
1340 hours - i)/22.9: 34th -Avn Bn received GAF vicinity trung Hup XT 622315 
gunships and medevac covering ship down nnk' u;iit, aircraft at .X'l'. 6131. 
1450 hours - 229th Avn:- CH-47 and Cl23' s ·moving heavy .equipi:ent report 
pe:reamel will !inish. in 90 minutes. • ' 
1500 hours - DCO-A: • D/229 situation is 3 AH-lG and 1 I.OH operat~ona.r acd 
neeoe4 for fire support.1 

l531 hours - S-3: LOH !ran GS Flt received unknown # of GAF at 1'1ui Ba Dinh. r- · • . ~,,· • ... • 
l hit, neg injuries~r~"E~~·-~;:,S..: • . , ,.;; · -r ~ ,. . • • . 
1545 hours - Nui Ba--:DihhY :· 'last lift canplete; 90 replacemer;ts or. mountain 
will clear top of :~ouritain• 'so that wounded can be extracted . and: resupply 
can go in. Last lirl· recei,ved Gf...F. • 
1545 hours - DCO-A =--~¼tf ~.ft,ir,.c;paft completely destroyed and b-urning no need 
to secure aircraf~:,if--r--" ,. • ., · 
1605 hour:s - ARTY -~ , :t /9 LOH down at rv 97~-IJ cause unk GAF in area; 
Pilot trapped in A/C; gur.ner wounded and trying to get pilot out DCO-A en-
route with gunships. .. . • 
1625 hours - 1/21: ~J.11 A'if-f out of Ba Dop: Another ha:.,e to move people. 
1627 hours - S-3: ·.41~:iH· and 1 Afi-10 iool-: h~ts on last lift into ED. 1 
UH-lH will have to be slung out. ~o re placen:ent A/c° required . Elcpect 
ccxnplete about 1800 3-500 VC reported SW of 1--"BD. 
~1645 hours - DCO-A: Pilot of F /9 10:: KIA, going in ~-/ /l-~ edevac now ccr.plete 
at 1700. 
1705 hours - CH-47 enroute to b. H. fr~~ ~.B. l;inded on road due to mecha­
nical difficulty. Continued fl i gr.t W #Cobra '"'cover. 
1800 hours -:- S-J: In 30 n.ir.utes resuppiy an exacu;ition of KBD will begin. 
1805 hours - S-,3.: Going in after 6 U.S. wo.inded, 11 ARVK wounded. · 7 U.S. 
okay. 
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:)ntf ; ·.••l··; • • • 
; ~t~~J.~· h~~-- S-3 L ,.lat. 11edevac goin~ in taking !'ire all the WrtY. 
:t ;:'.,,::~~~l.835:bou~ ~ DCO-:-...f.s . ':So%l8 .Be has 2 CH-47's on the ground. One needs engine 

::f;lt;:;r:?if~~~t.. -~~,~~::~ .~t1! dariage, needs blade. POL has an air lock and 
:"ti< >~ <, .·.•,u "dQllillr. -:· . . , •r ' •I •' ~ --- .1 .!. ... , • • •••• 

·f ?~~l:~)i9bo ·_tt~~-.~.-~)~~~(~t SCXle Be.- Try~e to fix CH-47's to fly OJ.t tonight. 
:'.' • .• , . . _·Security being · c:Q~inl;ted with Prov Chief. . 
--~{>~: • ·, J.84.S !i~, ,~:-5-_31~~ .U.S~ and ll ·A.~VN wounded out of NBD. 
? · .- : • _2130' bOurt- :.. COL ·.Jonu: • -kt,raction !ran BV DOP: 1500 ARV~, 2000 civilians, 
,. • 6 X lO, HM, •2 X 155 HOl.'S. ill remaining is sane AR\t?J's >nth ... their fa.'!\ilies 

and •bout . ·500 XCllt&prds. 
• I • ., • • • . . . ~ - . . . . . ., .. . . · , . 

9 April 19'72: 

0555 hou~ ,;. • ff VJ soc ti~ F /79 nkids up for L3 i Khe. 
0605 hours .;. f /9 ekids up tor l.a.1. Khe 
O?(:JJ hours .. DC()-.b: Ranov<: U.!.;. cquipncmt fran !;.Li. Airfit'Jrl and back hnul 
l'l lb rockets and heat rocket~. 
1215 hOJ.rs - F/9: At IT 72.1863 cngaeed possib~e regilr,t:nt HQ, n~er·ous se­
condary exp:1. • _ _ / • ,, , 
1225 bOJ.r& - F /9: UH-l.H down XT 7187, F /79 AFA section conduct vn to check 
sitU&tion received intense:·. QAF SA; UH-lH is VNAF. 
l.315 hours - D/229: X.T 99.3567 large n1.l!:'!ber of people, tank tracks, possible 
camo!lagued vehicle, Fl' re_ports much traffic zr.ovini ~ .. R,AS:-:· 5 ';; J FOX 4's 
supported BDA.l~ or ordinance on target. • • 
l.630 hours - 229th Pal. ahd rear.r. people eJ-;t:=acted. from s·.B. All heat roc­
kets have been extracted !rar. ~.B. Still .rema'1.ning are l3Pi>•.l'l7 lb rockets, 
912 aircraft flares. , , .. 
1850 hours - F/9: ~745tt ·XT -0878l8 3 X UH-1~ took heavy 51 cal !~re !1"0!11 
Tinh t;gon cQD.pound while·,on sho:rt final to :i:ad neg hits or casualties ·. , , 

10 April 1'112: 

.. . . ~ , . ..,. 
--

I . •,• 

01.,20 hours - C/S :' 'IBAC requesting on Air Cav. Troop to VP. road N of Ch.on 
Thanh to An loc. Contact 5th ARV.I\ Div ruid 5th Am' En. Troop is to stay 
south of the 80 E-W grid line. DCO-A to ocet T'dAC C/S a,t plantation for 
a mission briefing. __ . _ _ _ . .. . 
0925 hours - DCO-~~ .. : !ns'tni.ct F /9 to stage out of l.3i Kr.e they are .to rept 
tc 5th ARVN TOC for .. >up:ia.te· a.nd wait for DCO-A. . 
0958 hours - D/229: ~•::_'BDA of YT 051236 reveals ex!.er.sive tur.nel canplex. One 
20' X 15 1 bunker uns:,overed. •. EST rec€nt u·se bv 50-60 people. 
1015 hours - DCO-A~Sf..a~ ,ft9 ·rr.eet rte 'or.· the ~trip at Lai K:.e. S-3 will 
have mission of reen~ply'ing b2rr,.C:f' and co::,r.o material to ?2D usinr. TRAC 
CH-47 and should contact G-4 TRAC verify !)C'Sitior. of do,,:ned VNA'F' UE-111 
yesterday and advise DCO-A prior to -pa.ssin~ info to TRAC. Fass to Avn Bn 
•sll aviators rionito:r -guard at all tines. 11 

ll40 hours - F /9 ·: .. ,1al<ing ·~AF, 51 cal,- at X1"'76~713. Co~fir::ied location 
of d~ed Vl~AF UH-lH at XT 765715. • 
1220 hours~ D/2?9: YT 034263, tracks of poss~bl e er.e~y squad moving into 
-..·oods to east 'With pos. Rendevous spot at rr 032258 wit:-, addition&l pos­
sible tracks of 11. indiv moving Sat YT 022267 50 flg~ting positions ail 
destroyed but recently rebuilt. Recent activity. Arty being e:n ployed. 
Spot sighted at 1030. Passed to 5-J at 12~.D. Arty sho t this area at night, 
airstrikes ....,·ent into YT 051236 at 0815. 

- ~ 
\ ~~ 
\ 1 

'. :t 
"\ 

,) 

i 

·; 
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~ :~ . ' ~:~\r .:;.,._·· ;j~.-: :\⇒ _~r ; :~ :. : ·;-- .· - . . 

~r,l~ _~_'._ ·•s·.~~;~---~/»/229i-'~~ .~f airstrike ·at Y! 051236 destroyed 41. ·-1~ 1 X 20' 
~ i;l.~rl"_ ~~ar• 14,~ --~~}e'.;go~ out to 20 _ to 30 feet. 6°-: 8 fir!:ting :positions 

_ :g~t;·'.'·~~:r.4~~t2L~i~ ~ -:~ roots in the area. 200 l~ of tr£nch around . J.\~ ,. ~:.,-.. fir • . l· <:i,-~•,,, ~-;-t _ .... "....- - . :: .: ., I . • • • 

•,.·1:,~··:·~,f:"<~,~ • .:r..;\,n~-:;·~! ~!~,. -ahi~ -trcm vellow !'li"ht bowiced to Ta;, Ninh to pick y. , ..., , J, ,...., ,, .,..~ . • ~ . . ·->~•"1 • • r ~ .,.. fl l.J 
t ~-~--;~:.H ,~1c- ··•, - ·_ . . • . ~ • "°1'k ,tor 7/9 Cav at Ls.i Khe. 

I
. ;ff-1-·-'~:\ ·::-nsfbbiri)~·:i.H~(.\DC~' s helicooter :1!:.S bee:, hit and OCC-A vounded. 
;ii~.:,·.,-.. ,:, :,~.::~oilte ~ .. ~ ;'De·. )}:-~: : .. ·.· • 

<.. ' ' • .:. , "'("..;'~ :.:. .. ,..., , :.~~ :: .. ~., ... -~~ .\~-.t ::_. •.• : • 
(. :;: , -/1·•;.~i,l."j- '..:'f • '~f ,, • . oJ-,:._:7','•·rJ.-:. ,,.•,,-.__, , ~ 
, . . • -·:_ -:,·{:-'"···t)-i,.{}. .. ~;:>~:?~·~ >-. . : 

I . . . . : :. 11 !pril 1972:.· ·-,: :: . · .. 

} .• . _: ~_: ;_·67~~~~~\~. '.~)2;:- '. ~F ~t rr 063296 hi :3r. bir<l on~~ed wi th 
0

oreenics 'with 
• • · ••. ):inlc' reau1 ts~; Ar+..y 't.Q . be employE:d • 
. ,. • ·• •0725 houre .;. D/229: · 1.0H ·in itcn 4. Spott-.,d J individllrib on edr,e of boJ;1b 
: • cra~--r ..-. . , .. ·,. ·, · · 
:\- · I ~ ~ r •• : .,, • • ~• I • • ~ 

·f ·_·: OR)O ;~bours - Ute Eut.ry:" • \Jl-1-lH fro r~ ).~,.-d Cri111p:rny :rt;cdvc<l ~l c:.J GJ\F•vic 
.. • rr 79~~f.d~ t.e ~um~ r,roup 101630. 
i fY)<1') hc,ur:i - 'nlAC: JJ/:,;'.9 l.:t~il<r.<1 tri f'fl tu T,\:,, )':lr,h \.J{·;; I, -'L !••I wor·k fur ,;!'iLh 
✓_: ' AHV~; W/Mr.n to tioo .>71 NVA Reet Hti,! ✓J,th , :VA ltc.;::t.. !·!~n ,~c ,• ·.p n.t. or,io . 

1050 hours - F /79 A'FA: Yellow fli rht and Blt.e ?-'~x tc,ok 20 - 25 rdc; SA/GAF 
at YT 033265 • . ,Eng w/<>:-ganics. Artil 1.ery to be e::-.ploye-:1 VR beine ~~ up· 
by S-2 to .cover II' OJJ285 and X1' 06e2'Jl. 
1100 houre - CG: F/9 Cav LC~ at X! 6c67 ~~o:tcd foo~nrir.t s es:irr:ated 100 
individuah 1n possible staging e.rerl t!sii.c·. :.ra..ils. LOP. F/9. spotted fresh 
cuttings at X'r 615745 EST 10 ind in the lr-.st 2.-~ hen.ifs at X? 73£8 F/9 Cobras 
engaging tank. 
1250 hours - F/9 57;,;.; rr nt XT nes22. •• • , • 

I . • 

1300 ho:.zrs - Iter. 12 tank dc!"'.a.[:ed. 
1335 hours - DCO-A: • 1st lift off fro::: J:.uo 'I'ie:1g to A~ ]...oc, ,. 
1155 hoi.lrs - OC0-6.t 1st lif., f::-c:-, Dae. '.:' t:= -:;; is at J-..n Loe: ':'ook .i:i.::irect 
fire fi'o:n 82r..zr. and 105m.~ . l birci r.:i.t \..'i: ~ check at Da ·."t ~:~ 6. 
1415 hours - OCO-.A: See i te~ 20. One bir~ :-:i;..;, ~'.ir.or dc:.:'.'.~Ee , flyable 2nd 
lift e:u-cute to An Loe. • , .- ~ .- • •- • . • •. • · 
11,.10 hours - F/9 Ll-:0 : !-'~evat: em-cute to L. K. :.o rr~_et. -ccq-;1~ ~ustoff vi th 
'CCC-A enrc~te to 24th Evac. 
l.L.l.0 hours - /..:.1.TY L"{O: DCO-A's i../C 1.:as ~t 1~00 1 vie 7-i' 7372 whcr. it ·re­
ceived 10 - 15 ::-ds of GAF. :SCO-a\ tit bc,,.~·~e!: elbow and \..'!'ist. t-:-3-y lose 
forearo belc\J t~e you.-id. XO-A !:ow i~ o:~=-c:.. t.ir.{ rec::.. • 
151.5 hours - CG: J..C-130 engP..:ir.[ pcssi::::_ <'.. ~1 ct.1. site a:, 7.T 776722 Edb. 
of GVN site b.· F /9 rev£::als pcssH:le :1 cal ?C'.:3i tion, pieces of bc:iy. .Air-
st.rikes goi;ig ir.to a::-ea.. • • 
1620 hccrs - IB.AC: P::-cvide 2 cobras ~ 'D:-cvide cc,,er l c::.n~:..n~ of 2 - 6 ARV!{ 
s. t An loc. F /9 covering E'iA vie An !:.oc- i ?0~1;{ •• 
1630 hours - 1/7 C~v : Ce~co~plete to X1 c37365 LZ g!'ecr. . 

. 1450 to...rs - DCO-.-\: 2r.1d lift in at ;._n Loe re.ceive:i no indirect :'ire but did 
'receive 51 cal Gt~F cc~in~ o~t at X~ 7326.!,,L . : /7~ Coa:·a £ (24 sectiou encege~ 
er,d. possibly received r.it. 'F/79 Sec:-I)ent cr:,f:-;e"1 c.t •<>i ;-~::e hut both pilots 
got Ollt . One had been s::ot: 2.!'..C. >:EVE': .... ;r.::;. :._r.o t r!er :-~:-.r.:::,v;,_:: bounced to 
operation). 
1515 boQ's ·- F/9 6.t X':' 70)915 s_?otted 8c:· . .-::.r.tl 105:;:'.". beir,g c:i!,-.ou.fhced, 
also co:::r,any of· troops ; Fox 4' s or. t.'le \:ay . L·r too~: G!~? no hi ts. 
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12 A?"il 1972 :· 

0900 h0.1rs - • 229th: First lift in at An Loe .. Y.aj Davi9sor. picked up and 
delivered to Ji.ed Carpet Pad. ' • • • • • 
1030 hours - D/229t.h: Cobra took UNK nmber o! GAF at XT· 783935. Neg hits. 
Air &trike conducted ..,i.th UNK results. '• ' ', _ • • ,.•. • • • 
t050 hours - ffiAC: F/79 heavy section bounced from laj, Khe to XT 3475 to 
eup~rt 8th AIWN AB?j Bn in contact. • . , ,. 
1115 hours - DCO-A: 3 X f/79 Cobras are OFCOK to D/229 • ' •• 
1135 hrurs - 'IRAC: Request ?-:Al to escort J•Ji::D~VAC to YS 565680 :us~ co:iplete 
.t 14200. • :··~,· , .. · 
12.35 hours - TRAC: F/79 AFA section suppcrt.ing Ot,her -e:.er.ents · oi ARVN ABN in 
contact at .XT 764668. , ~· 
17 50 hours - D/229: S?)tted one man ru."lning 1_n aper: a:-ea, er.gaged by Cobra 
t.n,K .results. 
2230 hours - S-2: F/79, Y~ 6168, YS 6267, w:-iile in support of USA!l.V individual 
training group (UITG) contact, engaged uni-c-1ow:-! -s{ze in force. 03 X UTIG 
killed, 14 UTIG -rounded 4 In KIA. • • .,. 
2300 hours - Nighthawk airborne. . 
2325 ~urs - YT 05542053 I0S spotted .1.ig:its 0:1 headir.g of 0547 1-:ils, • distance 
5890 meters. Arty to fire i.'1 area. Kightlfawk will check. 

:13 April 1972: 

0655 hours - 'IRAC: Need ir:m:ediate assistan~e ir) An l.oc. Request 1 Cav Trp 
and 1 heavyf ire team A.SA?. Heavy con tact S;i., of An .Loe. F AC reports heavy AA 
on 51 cal a.pd 2)?1r. type. Skids up D/229, F/79 at 0745. 

(7) 



~1~]1,t:; : '.:_ . ·.•· . . • . . • 
~i:;i/;l//.~;_020 ~~• ~--Ca ·or D 1-:7 . ~a:ipl.ete at 1010. £e~&n _at 0~30. 
Jt:rt;t);fDJO '~ ~--:1~-•:l~f~t~~ets ;delivered to I.al Khe. Will be used for tank­
~ ~-- .i•: '~·•:,.-(WJ.e.r 'a181icaa/ • ~ -- r ·?•' •. 
~tf,-:r5;~;,_:r,j~,-}.101i1ris :~~,>/~-· l~·6t.,706 Pink 'lea.:n spotted·2 trucks. Received GAF 

·- -::.i.t~};/~.l#iii-~~7;~)7, ~~1,~.,- -~. trucks d7st:o~ed. . . 

i 
~{?li- ,,~? ~ ~ ~:'D/'12 • · - -~i~~~ spotte~ J.ndl.Vl.~~ runru.ng into treeline carry-
,?;-:: :•/-'·>- : ing~AK-4-., ·'1e.ad . gtged w organic, res U?,K. . 
t.; :~:'~t}}~-J.ir» holztD -~ _s-i.: ·:n,cket statuss Iessiter 496: la1 lQie 2?.8: long 'nlenh 118 

--- •• ·:·!_- -- ,,· ,t~ ;.· ·)rd Ord 300;·· e<iml:S"'at eergency to Da Nang approved. 1000 heat. rockets to be 
l - . . .. • - . , • ll .. d • . . ; . ... 
; . . • :. • • de vere . 1,auDrrow ., .. - i . . • ;-;. . 
_fi _ : . . :· :-- '. 135? ·~our_, · - 'ffl~~j;l~~~t,• ·r,unship secti~ to escort Lon~ Bii:ih Dustof! in 
. . _· • .• .- ibouc; Tuy Provine • Approved. 
'i .::,\··:1415 ·hou.rs-• .2/8 Cav: 6 bunkers discovered durine extrAction at YS 2?9999 
:z ·: •• •• C<;>bra engaged and ble" top off bunkers wd st.11rted p.1.pers burnine. 
·' : • -' -· 1440 ti ours ·.:. DCO:-A: Bol.lnce heavy sect~on of F /79 to ~i Khe to supPOrt TIU.C 
{ • •. ·,~o hours - -'IDAC: Request all r,uns we cnn send to Ari Loe • . We sent one li_,-:ht 
r • fire team at ·1525H vith ,another ship to follow when it ccrnei.; out of i:n.1intcn-
! a.nee. 2nd lleht ecction boonccd at 15!>0I. Ht..-<l Fli1~ht with '/'..>lh H~nr:cr:.; bounced 

at. 15~1. 11 J.nericans at soccer f .ieltl in An Loe prcp:1r1.:<.l for .snatch opera­
tion. 

i- . 

1615 h~ - S-J: ·1 heavy >:.U section now supJX)rting Rar.gers. 1 sect\oo ·cover­
ing insertion. of 32nd ARVN Reet. D/229 has expen.ded in K part of An Loe, 
now on etrip alert at iai Khe. Rangers on alert st Lai Khe. 
1815 hours - 1/7: E Recon, XT 9~5335, whil~ s~tting up a:::bush, flank security 
sighted 5 individual.a: engaged w SA and A'l 2 Cobras' of F/9 sup;x:>rted and 

· 2 Cobras F/79 supp:>rted. Results 1 ~IA taken to 24th EVAC 1 Y.-79 CIA. . . . 
I • 
I • • 

. . .. 
14 April 1 97 2 : • 

.. 
0715 hours - TRAC: Rec;uest ~ bounce Cav Troop to work designa t~d boxes 
(D/229). Heavy fire team (F/79) to re fort j:,o :,~'1 .l..oc and ;work. fer Tunnel 
10A • , -.r- - __ • • 

0730 hours - 'ffiA8: Request gun cover for Dustoff (.Ipng B~'1h) j..n moue 'I\i.y 
Province. SKids up at 0740~. 
0730 hours - D/229: Ski.as up for i..a i Khe. Arrived at 0750. 
Oc45 hours - 'BkC: Request another heavy section of ~uns to lei K~e. Skids 
up at 09,0H. " • 
1010 hours - DC0-J..: Cav assets in An lee 2.re~ ·,·1ill be use::i mostly as a VR 
and SUF}X)rt role until 1105P. w:-ien they wEl sup}X)rt VK ·'·F airr. . .::;bile operat:on 
arrund Quan Loi. • • 
1045 hours - DCG 'IRAC: An lee; In ele.T,e:its to E, SE of tcnvr.. Ene::iy still holds 
northern ~ost parts of EW street of tow::. Reports -of tanks to the W unca::ifinn­
ed, situation looks good. GA? fro;;1 NW part of to·.-.-:1 and Qua.'1 I.oi Airfield . 

. 1100 hours - DCC>-A: Received GA? from 51 cal at XT 779805, neg hits. 
• 1320 hours - D/229: Pi.'1k Tea:r. took several bursts of GAF fro.in XT 673968, XT 

682%3. Cobra engaeed with UfK results. 
1340 hours - S-3: CA of recon 2/8; re;:or. 1/.,12.• 
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~~~~lf i. •'';?( it/ .:_,·f --~.~'.:~.:~.r,~:j~:- .. ~---• :~~ •.• ._·. . -
., . .-y. , ... . . . ·,_, ,, ... . . - . ·•· ◄•·'-· ~ ,' , " • ' :·-;,~-t>- ·,irr.· ·, ' . • • ... ,.,, • 
:•:};*-- :ef.tif~:.: .:. _._.~ __ ;):~·:..:.t,:>-. . ·' ~~·· 
,.-J?j~:f~_?,~i;44f-~, f ,,~3(;. .. lift of! Chem Thanh to Lai Khe VN,\F Gaggle LZ is 

. :~~J:~:tf~:i?~ -~i'lf•~--~5·14tJi_ .4 vmships. 
·'.,'-?~ ·:~i}.t}51o ·hoili,j .::':.',~t-,· • ·" i~qt A.RVNS into .L.Z. No contact yet. 

'.·:(~t:.,J4~~15SS-,~~:-~f-~· ·' ·:.-•~• 72 inserted YT 027234 LZ Green. 
·~ !'~-./J?~.170S ')lour8 · ... 1'fr-3i. · ·;Teams are looking for armor. ·3 K~X (F/79) guns are in 
. :_,·~ :; i:)~p}X)'.rl. o.1 ,e A,IVJi lBN Jin. In conta~t since insertion. 
,:'.:·/-: ·~.:,~.~)f110~·,;.,·.s-3;: .= ·T12,829 DCO-S•s bird received GAF, UNK mmibe; of r~ds 
• • ·· ·--30 ca1, no, hits~ i • . • ~· • • 

• 1720 •houra - :rue .~J: Send 1 heavy >'AX sectia-i to An Loc' .ar~a. 1st Cav S-3 
will .:oo1'11nate with 'lRAC because all o?.J.r assets arc cC%ilZilitte'1. 
1730 hours - ,D/229: IT 745969, 1710H fin}: Te;,.Jr, saw 5 people in open, fired 
and got aecClllliar.,_ explosion. P. T. received UH!~ number of (}AF at 2000 1 120 kts 

. ; neg hit.a~ • · _ ·· • ' • • 
1845 b~rs .;. .F/9: IT 0788 15D N of Donr, Xui on VR YT 072'fJ9, 1810H U~K number 
or tootprints possible locr.eers. YT 070Bl+0 1849 civ trucks ..,..ith 40 pco-plc in 
civililln clothen .with lor,s. 
lA~~ hour:l - S-;: Uclc.:11:sc Yollow l-'li1~hl , 
1'.105 hours - THAC G-3: h-ovidc r.un covcr.1r.e for } '. l'.:D:•;VAC or 2 ABf\ advisors at 
IT 805868. Will provide !ran ships at An Loe area. 

• 2130 hours - Y/79: XT 775905 destroyed 1 X 7:,:,::1 RR. XT 811~99, 1330:!'dest:royed 
13 X t-:J.D 5 ton trucks. In An loc dc5 t f t.R.nk at 150Ci-i. •• Co:1f in:-1ed by F AC. XT 
995276 dest 06. X UNK size bunker at 1030H. 

, . , , 

15 April 197~: , . . • 
', ' .. •. 

0255 hours - '!RAC: F/9 to stage fror: Lai Khe. Bcprc~r,ed to de!=£rt B.H. e.t 
0700:i and to engage ene:ny ar::ior vehicles, oonduct VR in .des.igna ted bo.xes. 
F/79 to be on standby ()Qr.in) starting at 06J0E. Ee preFc!,red to engage · · 
an:ior vehicles. • • . . 
0520 hours - 1RAC: Since approx 0440:-: f..., lo~ ba4 been under · :-icaV'/ ground 
attack fr S-SE and taking inca.-r:ing. Eo·J.:ice HFT of "r'/79 A.FA ·:.,S:,.F w/nails. 
Weather at An Loe is bad. All fa!llilies of fi::;hters r.ar.not ppe:::-;i.te. 
}'.arginal weather for he~icopte~. Put F/9 on alert to depn-:-t 1st light. 
Fire skids up at 0520. 2nd tea::i at 0550:i. Notified 'BAC to r.,ake sure • 
L K fuel a.'1d a:ra:io points are open F/79 ships are Serpents 25, 33, 12, 21.+. 
0625 hours - F/79 has 5 ships at Ar. .i..oc. Serp1:.::t'26 was';/5 our ·,ssets 
5 },,'.AX birds for our AO. • • • • 
0730 hours - T?.AC: Reports 2):ml A:.. E of A:' . . Loe. F.;.:•s r~port 3'r.:=• tut no 
location. • • • 
oa1 5 hoors - 'IRAC: Requested F /9 to be bounced to work VR baxe!:;. Skids up 
et 0f25H. wr rtpr-=Sentati:.m at An Loe \rill control our assets. Approx 1000n 

· the rest of the Bth ARV!-- AB!, Bn "ILay airlift into An Loe. Y.ay need MAX to 
_engaee GAF. • 
-0940 hours - 'BAC: LTC Fuloyer w?.:,ted message F::..sseci to n:0-A tr.at l,n Loe 
reqaested gunships support to protect ra:::. Tunks 500:!-1 fr the 't0C. 'BAC CG 
:1a:ys Cav Troop to be used to fbd .:... A.. J;OSitions ~or FA:::. 
1035 hours - 'ffi~C: Troop concentrations ~'1d 10 tanks in box at XT 735894, 
731385, 721905, and 716897 requesting ~rclig~ts. _ 
1050 hours - DCO-A: Reports no 2).~ or 37::-.n AA fire E of An :i.oc at this time 
but great deal of 51 cal GAF. 
1135 hours - >:sg fr Gen &.!:!let: Get 400 heat rockets to LK ASAF. 

(9) 

' . 
~ ! ;_ 

I ; 

·H 

' 



'
:--~- ,·~~ . - ' ; 

:::~r ~,.}11 .. ~i,, ... -: -_: '.-· - -~ . , ; .. 
,, ,-'lh~i;'fr:~ ' • . · .· •-: ·· . 

•~ -- • .-:.~~~ .. ' T•~• • P ; _, ., , -~~u--- -. 
:~.' ·.tf: .... • f:. . .: • : j-.:::- :- . . . . . . 

i. ;:::_·-._J/· -i_{SO boura;-_.:·_~1: 1 at ·ll!t of >.RVN I.Bl~ pit in by VNAF 

i

.;, ::·-~,;-~~ ::)210 hours -~ -DC~~, ~d lilt in progress. 
:. :-.: ,, .. ,.;-:.i-220 ~re-:-~,~J _-t.ook GU at XT mo frcr:: 30 cal, neg hits. 
~ '..;;.-~f : ;.--.1,15 ,bF,• '.-)~~,: PAP at ·n 755865. JO cal neg hits. ,-

l ;: • :'·_ -1P,6 ~our~t.:,~er. ~-~~: Team 71 in contact a~ YT 031232 }.EDEVAC F/79, . 
-f. . • D/229 jn aupport_~ : . t - • - • • • _ • 

1 .. J ·1420 hours .. • oco-, ·received GAF.SA at X1 785835 neg hits. 
-f ·: ' ll+40 hOure ·- · m.,.C: Situation critical ai }X!rimeter Rll sid~s. AL penetrated 
:t in N. - iegimen~l buildup in the W. All arty in AL is in h.IDds ... -Not ca,firmed 
·t ARYN scource. . ; • •. 
1 1500 hours -~- 1'fU.C CG: . At 1450 ten ta.-..ks were 11ttc2ckin~ AL. 9 were destroyed. 

CG '!RAC wante more a1r to destroy tanks before they get into the city. They 

; 

are 1n the ·cit7 and the ARVNS are destroying thett there by clutterine the . . . . 
etreet. ; · •· -. · ._ ; '. •. 
1525 hour;; :- F/9 Cav: Upd;ttc to~k ,-,;round to :iir fire at followin .~ r.uld·e with 
rio hit.r.. : lT SOPJV.1; T}RR 19. At XT 7 ~Ol/10 All - 1 G took ~ n .i r hu r~; tr. n t 1~000 1 

• 

1(,J~ hour3 - .F/')c X•f·75'/P.PJ•, 1i:!O!l un"knowr1 nwnb~r of r,..A t;i\.~:;, Uf\ K Cal'. 
1640 huura - 'IJH.C G-J: UJ.date on AL, t:mk:; are 5outh 1md Wc~t., of the city, but 
East, Seu th and kiest • aides of the city are holc!°ing w.?ll. According to fAC. 
Still receiving sane RR !ire and mortar fire fran Southwest. • ' • 
2310 houre - TRAC G-3: Y.iesion ta:iorrow is --r,o p!"epare to· execute an order to 
1) Send 1 hvy !ire team to arrive AL by first lieht. 2) Send 1 Cav T:-p to 
arrive AL area at first light. Additio::al guidance ,fr,or,;i 1~t Cav 5-3: ALL 
Clinships ahouid have at least 5°" heat rockets. , 

,, . 
16 A:i:ril 1972: 

• . 

I 
I 4 

• . ... 

031.5 hours - TRAC: Send qav Trp a..,d heavy f::.re tea.tr. to 4i Khe. Cav Trp will 
recon for arty and AA weapons. HFT will s~~port ·&s requi~ed ar.d ~~ll support 
.L~sertio~ of 81st Ranger Bn ETA 0920. F/79 u~ 0850~. F/9 up at· Oq54B. ETA 0920~. 
1040 hours - F/79: Re:quest 1 HFT sent- to _;_j-; ,' ~ • -- • • • • •• • 

1050 hours - tCO-A: long Bin~ Dustoff took ind out c~-vio X,T'7~25. ~irbo:-ne 
advisors 15 or 20 individuals. . 
i120 hours - 3inh Duong: At Tan Eien and T?.~ E·..i.r.A vi~lage s 2 cutposts received 
2.ttack by fire and small anns. Ro3d bloc!-'.~ at ;,;,'L' ,879.'...15, Ca:p:-:: :-,y t,o t2: killed 
1 e::e::iy and is still in ccmtact N"i of 3i'-:; r-'.y ._ C<:;::::-ou.nd at Song Ee received 
20 X 82:n:n mortar fire at 0700:-!. 1 \\'Ih.. VC ble;·.: culv.:!rt o:-. ~:..1 A v i e XT 8231, 
culvert rapa.ired, est 100 VC vie of co~t~ct, reque5t gur.s~ip ccctio~ ~urport 
if avai13blt!i, 5th A.D.Vl~ Div reports possible t::-,ks vie XT 90!..9. S-3 scndin.is 
n.:rple D/229. 
1145 hours - TIL\C TV:: U.S. to control' a~rs t:-il<es i: · of 80 E-'.·: line, VNAF to 
S 12J0-1600H VNAF wi.:J. al.so control to E of 78 ~-S line until i.~sertion of 
~1st Rgr Bn, is ccriplete. 
1220 hours - DCO-A: E.-..rou te to A.i... f o:- l-'.:E:!:IEV .1.C of wounded US airborne advisor. 
1240 hours - D/229: Furple Tear.i supportin~ EJ Province hAS been relieved. 
iegative fL~dings other than nomal evwry~ ~y 'ncfivity. 
1245 hours - S-2: Dustoff reported do;r.; S o:· Al.., XT A03862. D/229: furple 'IY. 
reports large explosion vie LK. CG: LK r~ccived several rds inca-r.ing around 
PJ~, Rear.n and Hook Pad. Q-)e r~.md in r~bbe r to K of CE-~? pad caused a 
large secondary explosion vie XT 755384, 12"55~ ano~hJr le.rge explosion and 5 _ 
-10 s:noke colur.-.ns vie Re-anr, poi!:ts. ARVt: crty C·t...ilp was hiL • ·. ' • 
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:.~,!~ •~ ••I'.-: ; , •• •. I.;, ~ ' • 

.t 'i~~i·: ;·i_:~~~-.· : ~f ., 
··, ·~•~l'~-f.·.·.· . • ·, .. . . . 
·_::i / ~•:;.J ~tr :_. :· .:_·.·~.:·: .. _· 
• j.· :~~li;:-K; ••. . ;, > . .. .-.- ' ' ~ ; ; •• - • 

· · :' J~J:~}\ i)1i-~:%;.:·Sh1tted Re-Ann/Refuel ope:-atio:-is to BH pending reo~ing of 
. . ~}-it~_.:\:~~·.Sqiii -BeT~ _a . . ·DCO-A Jr.ado over grass landing at uissiter PAd with 4 crew 
: ·.'~· ·:~~-~'{{N.~~tolt :and S w~deti US advisors Md A.~'INS frat AL. 

~-_. .. ·.~ :f:t;\fUJ>~-~ ~• ·CG{S~_~t Re-Ar::i,/Refuel oµ,s to Bien Hoa. Make a:-rangements 
: .. /•·.·;:_' i ·_;.,:~;"-operi i~-Arin/Re.i'uel point at Song Be tomorrow ir.orning, cons icier that VNAF 

j ' : ' .. • ,; • /:~ -;J/1 :~av ·will be using the 'Lirf-ield. . . 
( :- : ~ .. ·: ,· f,:·1505 hou~ .. CG: I.IC fOL and ~e:-Ann point will not be used till ~cr.iorrow. 
J · : ·· • _ 1550 hours - S-3: VNAF gunsh1p.5 down a,t approx XT 814797. . , 
f 1600 houre - YT 042235, 1535H, 006/, rec'd 10-15 rds Si\, also Jire fran },1-79 
·J while tqing ·at 100 knots and 100 1 • E.'1p,c>. f.~ with r.,inir.un and .[4Cir.-:-., also took r small anns !ire while pitting in supprcs~ive fire. Ner,ative hits or. aircraft, 
.1 UNK e~ losses. Arty fired 30 X 10:,tr.rr. HE rds, on c;ite. 
t, 164~ hours - TRAC TOC: 5th ABN Dn reports 01 ARV EI!., 04x hvy :r.achine guns 
a CIA. , .. · : • , · ·- . . . 
i 1710 hours - -OC~A: F/79 l.''r'A r.1bsion rclea~c: 1640H. F/9 C.iv. mission rclc;ise 
i 1700H. '%RAC viil P.'l!iS 11isaion:J for tonorrow l.ntcr tonir,ht. 
J 

-:i 
l 

i 
·; 

17 April 1972: 

0110 hours - 229: There are 300-400 heat rockets at l..ai Khe in good conditio:i. 
080.5 hours - 'IRAC TOC: Rocket attack at AL caz:e fra:i Korth And \·Jest. 
0805 hours - 'l.RAC: .lJ( ream repol facilities ~eopencd. 
0805 hours - RASH FAC: Roadblock at XT 891413 ir.ade 6!" trees and brush . 

• 0930 hours - TRAC: lU 730035, 04.x 10!ir:.1 how being to~.!c:· by t.rucks, engaged by 
·Spectre and Tac Air, destroyed. '• • , • . 
1000 hours - CG: Do not establish re-an;, ar,d ;.e~pol facilities at Song Be . • A1 update, 4 A..llV}: A_BI, Bns in J..r. Loe. 10~_.,-,.will be inserte.:; today. F9.rces in 
il will be working out to the South, So:..theast,, ~nd So-~thwcst of the city . 
1015 hours - S-2 UpdRte 

I 
o:-i I ten 02: 01 en EV.. :four,d by PT D/229,. Individual 

carrying 3 e:npty AK-47 r::ags in vest. . :·,, . . 
1210 hours - DGO->.: XT 61092 '2 F/9 Cav foc!.nd f bricfge~w:..th :'€:Cor.,:, ·,foot ar.d 
vehicular traffic. Bridge er.gaged 1/3 de s t:-oyed. TA~. air qef.n~. called in. 
1605 ho~rs - Trl.AC: F/9 C~v and ~FT frcr.: :/79 relccsed bv 'i?.~C. 
1615 hours - IBAC: An Loe situatio:i stable, sa-:-:e cor:t,acts "oy air'::>orne· at 
edge of city. 
1700 hours - 'IBAC G-3: Be p:-epared to exLract D6' A~eric2r.s fran C~D3 ccr.pou.nd 
Xuren Moc _TS 6568. _ • ' . 
174D ho.irs - 'ffiAC G-3: Froceed with :r.is s i o.:i (it€!:', 49) /,S.:.. F se:.'1d heavy !'. AX 
sectio:-i, 2 lift birds and Lv.-! as C&·C. S-3 will be r.,iss:.on corr_1i'~nder: 1". ission 
will stage fran Doun Hi, YS 4355. ?icke& up 06 peop~c at 19i5:-! . ~eople were 
dropped off at Long Hai, at 1935H. • • 
2000 hours - F/9: Twin 51 cal site a~ XT 725870 . 

• 2120 hours - TRAC G-3: }:issio!'l fr'lr. 'IRAC for 1 Gav Trp to VR sa.Ir.e area ·they 
were in late this afternoon. Exact ·VR boxes to fo:i..lo,: e~rly ta::1orrow morning. 
1 HFT to go to AL area, all birds ready to go rtt 06C0~. ~te Entry S-2: 
F/79 AH-lG, YT 014270 took 15-30 rounPs '.'} _t;.F.,f~1i.r.g at 150:)t' ar.d 1;0 knots. 
Neg hits, engaged with organics with t.:!•:K results. 
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:1rl l1{I.ii.1}l '..:--• -• 
!;~:•:: ,'·•·2·.<J~-;~ll•:1912.: .- , · 
' "'"..t • ' \•,..-.. .- • r •~-~~~JI•"' ( •.,, , __ _. ' " • ~ • , 

• 
:if<< • , w ~ - \ ~t ,_ l ~ '- I , ,.-;. ·~ , .. , .. . -~ n . 'r· , -.--* ~· . -
t-:.1:j~t:;,&,o:.~ ::~·i,ro.c: At this wesent time .\i, is under R hec1vy riortar ar.d 
L' /.~->: :~ -at~~lc and ·tire· tran tank-s. Tne Vi :.s extr€:Jlely bad. Send HFT of 
r::;·:' _~;s•_,_1/J.f-~0::. ~t/Ple_- 1:,0. standby. ~: is· ~Ca.t~ered clouas lo.'it~ 1 coo•. ½~ Khe 

:--;: .• • . • ·.-; te-a.Dl· and '..J"e-p0l.'vas open. ~AC said ::-.t would be open by 0700~ Pilots 
• • wUl. report -~ 5th DCAT at Lai Khe. 'fr)ey will bour.ce. thei). !roo th:,re. 

071S b~ra :• .AR'IY l.NO: Skids up 0:1 HFT to~- .... 
07J..O hours - TRAC: Arc lights Ai. 1205 ce:-,t.cr~ of :ir.;i.ss many .itr.d varied. 
0745 hours~ .TRAC: VR boxes for F/9 Cav bcx-vRrious coordinates. 
08JO hours - TRAC G-3: Change in t1ission for F/9 Cav. They ;;re to YR to 
the ~lest and SW of .U, in the rocket and r ,ort. ;, r belts for firin~ sites. TR? 

•. , • to be : u.sed. ·as discussed between TRAC er, .wd F /9 Cav. Receiv€:d changes in 
VR boxes. . 
0855 hour:;• ~-2: WX rpt A-._, 7/r-.=-, cloud cover :ind 1500' c<:illn,-,:. F/9 will 
proceed to An l,oc to :;cc 11' Vil l:.; !KJ;.; :;jLlt: unchir )>r<!:;ent cond i t,j on~. · 
O')tO hwr:; - f/79 Ar·A, (lntc rqiort..) 171/,l}J! i AiH <;n1;:1f~L tl 07 truck~ at. XT 
778818. 02 trucks deG~royed, OJ trucks d;:.rr:a ~oo, un}:nown ni=.!.)er of bodies 
Q'1 road. t.\Jmer0.1s seccndary explosions frcr., truc(CS. . ,1. ' 

0915 hours - "rnAC T~ TO DCG 7iUC: SA 5th ~~VN Div 1-'.se: 11icnereer.c:,•, e:nergency 
1,2,3,4, C ration boxes. 'Eyeball contact r.ec:: AS .\r, paralle~ir.g t.JiVK request. 
DCG, 'BAC: >:iller is requesting 4 Arc Lig:1 t strfr.~s. -
1040 h0.1rs - CG: F/79 may be required to support t-i.30 resupply at 'An Loe this 
a!temoon. Confi~ed 51 cal positions are in -...-est ~ide 'Of A.'1 Loe. La.st nieht 
An. J..OC hospital hit by fire 40 KIA 8th AI,!; 'BI\ 1t KIA 40 \•:I/ .: Suepect 105-155 
p::>sitioo at XT 76791+4 and XT 698924, sus:;:ect 51 co.l p;;n E"tr i.:T ·78i..,.o95, troop, 
trucks . using 5 brid_ges in box XT 6696-66'77.-7096-7C97. . ,_ .. 
1225 ho~rs - DCG '!RAC: At XT 84759C discovered 2 A?C 1s; ?/9 Cav.cteckL~g out 
area; APC•s had already'.been destroyed. - . . • . 
1230 hours - F/9: C-130 on fire, losine c: ~it'i.1~~ - !\ c t .L..a.i Khe., era.shed vie 
XT 6~J90. 7 crew mer,bers picked up by F/9 'C~ taki.:-. . to 3rd ·fie:..d ·oy C&C and 
.... 00 F/9. • , .,. 
1450 ho.irs - F/9: Took u:\i-: nunber Gt.F at u:-:-.rn loc of C-13 0 AT 687390. 
1500 hours - TRAC: Request we send a he.:.vy hr.k Teu: v,it :1 vi-C .:'rcr., D/229 
to 1.T 526504 to check VRS re Fort of rcgi::-.E. :: tal CF. 
1645 hours ;_ T? .. t..C G-3: Ve! S of the l•:ic::e l ~ : pl.E,.tatic:i 'to r i ve:- for aver:ues 
of ene::iy approach, a.iso E of river. A~o ~.av.b g'u:.-,s r"-~r. :!J: on s-..s.t:.on until 
C-130 re-supply goes into ;....,, .we. Lift T~:: "rrro.x 10G~. 
1730 ho-.irs - DCO-A: XT 520503 Pir.k Te2.;., s :;:r.ted· 1 5-20 b~r.kers l..!SeC: in the 
last 15 r:iinutes. Pots and pans all over; XT 528563 si.:;hte:i i.'7.p:-essio:-.s of 
track vehocles moving S approx 6-12 .r,oUTs <l?,C'. 

H~OO hours - 17001-i F/9 Fini< Ten.-::. sightc:i <! :-:O arecc. \::·ic re ?.J';prox 12 tanks 
. turned and hac:. FOssible KDF; 20 6 1 x 4' bu!"J~e.s ....-itr, ,,:ood CH covt::r. Trc;.ck 
• vehicles ir.pressior.s rr:oving on to 14 1 rri :i 1; t.,r. il going s·.-: to possible 2:1d 

h~F at XT 591647 with 6 positions. 
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·,· 
( :-; ·1st; houn .~:,DC~A· to TaAC: Will have pr. VR crash site, then ret:.irn to 
. -t ;f.~riginµ ~~ ~, :-:-~· · · ·, · 
::t ~'1~2S. ·~~.ft~~~'·.~ Teac eve: site. Beleived t.'1ere :ire i:o survivors. 
~ ',: -1'ben-villt'J'el,u:m ~ ~riginal miss ion. 
·;_;:-'. 174~ ~irf:ri,:-:~t:~d co: · iussion release tor F/9 snd D/229. 

: .: .. • .·:::\f~})'.,l~'.?:it:t: : .• • , 
, . ~ ~1~C'.1'12t· .. i_;-:, ;' <·• . -· • 
- l ,· •• --~-~~'t:·_: !,J!_;.:~~::-·-\-~"-·;.:_=~-;~; ~:··" ,_:- l, .. ·, . 

0632hw~ ;~ mAC: .Ari Loe is· presently under heavy fire Md irou.~d attack 
!ran:all·four .aides. Tanks 1n No:-thern ~ection of city. ADl--' Bde is on 
5E sid,, -.in· he~vy conv.ct.. Bouncf"d HFT F /79 AFA· to An Loe. Skids up at 
0655H. -- , :' •. 
0830 hours ' ~ TRAC: 'mAC G-3 requests another HFT ~r.d Cav Trp bounced. HFT 
will work !or DCO-A around An loc. D/229 will work for DCO-A to W and SW 
of An l.oc ··to locatt: indirect fire JX)Sit i or,s Md enemy movancnts. Skids up 
D/2~9 oeJ.O, F/79 Ol!45 . . - - -
1010 hour'.; - ~'/7'): .XT 1~?')') crir,:lf'.<:.I ~1 c;d JJO:;it.ion. :;.iknccd ,~,m • . • 

1145 hours - F/?'J: • 1040 at lT '/¼!Jr'.,? tlc:~t,r·uycq u 7'f..m [lit l'nd l!~'Y nu.-:ibcr of 
enezny. · • , 
1410 hours - D/229: · lT 745817 spotted a 21 tor, t:-uck and tracked veh'icles 
r.oving NE. Engaged with UNK results. XT 769768 S!)Ottt:d a tar,k ir.oving West. 
U1gaged with UNK results. XT 712762, 718744, 735739, 741739. At the above 
l.ocations have numerrus tank tracks in e·.-c.-::-:r directi~ last·· 24-48 hours. 
1545 hours -.F/9: YT 088362 1440H pt f~id 1 tank't~acks approx 1-2'week~ 
old. 
1600 hours - F/79 APA: 6 MAX birds at ,.,r;·~c:, . 1• ,.•. 
1830 hours - D/229: .XT 614928 1845H. Spotted a bridge, over ··a st::-ear. made 
o! logs. >..H-1G !ire.d ·at but did not destrcj. Road in ar~ sho-,1ed r.ove.11ent 
by tr&ck ve~icles wi.thii1 21+-48 hours. • • • 
190:::l hours - D/229: AE-1G at YT 017:;45 syotteci J people 0:1 road, · ran into 
bushes, e:igaged with organics wi t:i U!-:Y. .r esult'.s., • 

\ ~ .-

I ~ "I . 

2 1 AP:- il 1 97 2 : 

0615 hours - 'I:iA8: A3N units on S of AI: :i:...oc a;e , p:-E:sen,t.ly rec_c.::.v.i.11 g heavy 
f/ .: :{~, c:irect fire. An l.oc City -is receiving hc:c.Yy q i rfct fir e frc:c, b::ildings. Fire 
.j: ·.➔ . . fra-: RR a.11dz:iachine gcr.s. · :.Ou.,c:-, !-:FT to An :..Cc. G-3 r.,ay call for another at 

f ~- -_-.i:,~t ~~• hours - TRAC: iai K.'1e 2O:l0-30-.)0 fo::;t ce i l i.."lg with clcuds. ft~--: ~c ¢ 
,i/_. -~<:,~ cl ouds at 4000' light at 3000; vis 6-8 r ."iles. 
J! • ;f,. e-;- 45 hours - IBAC G-J: Send a secor.d 'E:? to la:. Khe; Arty lr.o reptd 1st sec-
{ ·) lion on hold for weather at Lai Kr.e. Bde 3 received pe!":T'.iss i on fra.11 'IRAC G-J -~i I \ o re::iain at Long Thanh. until first sect:. cr.. rele;,_seci fror., lei l:he. 
1 1128 hours - DCO-A: Ceilir.g at .~r. ice and in AO too low to allow AFA and Air 

l'2v 7roops to work. They are or . .. he ero-c.1·:d at L.!i i Khe. 
' 6~5 hours - DCO-A: D/229 r.as rr.iss i on~re:..ease at :r:, en ro-..:te to B.:L F/9 to 
\ '= released at 1730. . . 
1705 hours ·- D/p9: Aii aircraft b~ck frcr.: A:-, Loe area. 
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• ' l • ' •• , ;.t~) • • • • • • : • ··• - / ~ :. - : • 

·1i • '.f ~1r ?f: : • . . . __ -_ . 
.r t •~• ,.""f5.:···.;-. .. .. -. •, 
~s. -~•!:•~;~ '~Fi~.:~:., 972: 

. ~p:,:~-~i:-~~·:.,. , .. '; < ;•,; · ·. ·- • . . • . . . . 
• • J~.i~ -!."~•J,-: :-~ ,._1k,.:!'.·:,',- • • .. ,,_'; . . . 

~J ·- ~;~~~-~~;2f-~~~~ :·•4 ~~A~-: -BC4Ince Cav ·'l'roo~ and HFT. Cav Troop is to VR N of'"}!i."lh 
.. :; '.•-; :: <-/~~\~1)-1ba;~er. W of An .i.oc Rubber and E of river. Contact Black Jack 15 on F..: 
lf \ :- ~- / .... : N'i iof '._core·· canplete .briefing. HF~ will -be brie1'ed by B.J. 15- ~~ids up 
• • • • • , • I • osr.f'\ . . . 
i' ; • : .• •. · . · . ·ror,cO&Y1t<at . ..r-:.~

1
~ ·..;., ... :,:;;tif!_:~; : -. • ~ • -·· •• 

f f ·_ ·.:: :_~:,?:·. 112f 1i.¥re' ~'R~;~=::i1; 994308 R&:1ger 'Im 76. spo~~d ~-5 ind 'to tile W of 
_j;·"'y · .- • the~ _~itions ·~g,1"0cket pods at li1Cli hvy Plnt: Temr. £111d AFA engaged 
·, · • • eneaI¥_.h1/7 OtC "'al :overhead. . . t · ~r!~~~~:; -;p~~,i;i,9'1 release F /79 release uf"n ccmpletion of present 

,{- _ 2) A~~ 19?21 ' . . :;:'. : :';.''.;: 
:;( OlJO hOU~ .. 'IllA~~ch· "JIF'r to An WC :1t thh.i tin;c ·. i!fo'T :...k icl!l up 0t , C'f/29. 
-i_._ • )t,.._y rcqulro Mot.her llFT .lA tor. t 0730 hours - F/9 Cav: Skids up for Lai Khe at·0730; had no pcrr,ission to 

f ~~c~~~ - F/79 ·>.FA vorking for Tunnel 10 ovc·r Ar, ~c. F/9 will VR,t.to the 
t N~i o! An Loe . Ce illng closing in at An :Cc . 
t 0930 hours - Situatia, at An Loe; ceiling closing in. Only A-1 oirc:-aft ca."1 
;f:_· work. Ground attack frat si: still in progress, no'n:a.J.:ir ·threat-. Sporadic 
l contact aroutld the rest of the city. 
·( 1015 hours - DC()-A: F/9 returning to .Laf•Kf1e ,due• to weat:-.e :r.- F/':/9 AFA still 
!i • working city. TRAC: All quiet at Dau Tie.rig. ' ' · ''._ • f 1120 hours - ACC: Weather bad at An we. F/9 Cav r.;;c be~r1 \'Ri:.g to t};le 1-:, 
~ NE, and i.;.,.; o! city but forced back due to weat!:e:-. F/79 A:.~. worr.: :ng to the 
' .South o! the city bet~en weather breaks but r.ow e:1r.cute to .1..2.i _K."le on a hold. 

1310 hours - F/9: 1245 at XT 698381 foi.:.nd qest;-9yec. tar.k. and ,sev1::ral trails 
sr.owing heavy recer.t use in all directio::s;, r.T 675'19} fcur~d arnf destroyed 

< · 

;, ,. 
, canou!laged truck carrj'ing PJL. , 
1330 hours - F /9 c:mtinues VTI to h~:! a:1d K of ;.:1 w~; • F/ ?S 'i:A •~upporti:.g 5th 
Division S of kn .i..oc. • 
1l..00 hours - 1310 hou:- F/9 C2.v spotted 12 11 hizh S}:eed tr2.:.l., :iarc. packed: neg 
recent use. At 1315 F/9 U~-1~ to SAGAF at 30JC~, '8J dts' neg hits.' 
1535 hours - F/9 Cav at X1 763'167, 0!-i6 .-'. 'to 9 ·rds· ~A G..:..?, neg hits at 11..25, 
j~T 724973 found 3x10S:l:i How. Destr0yed at. _1510~. 
1650 hours - DCv-J..: Fo-..u-.d ccrr.;x:JI.d with 2x105:.r..· Eow .st .i: ·: 6L.367C; a.PJ);:lc.r 
unoccupied. 
1705 hours - At 16101-i F/9 fo-:.i.'1d 1 des-troyed J..PC 2t- X'": e6L.962. 
1740 hours - F/9 Cav riission rej_ecse at 17CJ. F/?9 to be released at 1755. 
1750 h ,,-r- 16~ GS F1 - ·f't B • A/" • r.·~ t •• T 76t:.6 1 5 ours - ,vu.,: \JV-1 ....atocr:, Lll ar:Y. r . 1., recc .,;,.. a ~-· .,, .... 1 

: 1 hit in main rotor bl.;de. 30 cal, 45co 1 80 bots. Ner hits. 

24 April 1972: 

1 l..20 hours - T.:tAC: Request Er'l' to go to ,":. lo(; A.:"1C ·..,,"Jr:,.; for ~ .ncl 10A 
on fire mission. F/79 A..-;-A skids up at 143 5H. Re~-..ics-:.1.. c. F/9 to v?. K of 
Quan i.oi. S}:ic:!$ up at 141+0, An Loe -,,,-eat'!-:cr Cl.il::.....'1g l..5G0 1 • T:..8 a i r working. 
1l..25 hours - T?.AC: F/9 oission changed to\'~ H';! o!' A:l l.oc. 
1605 hours '.9 ·CG t:-.ro·u.gh 229 ops W&'1ts E?:' to :-.; ;:;on to t-:, :...:.c: S:dcs up 
at 1615:,. 



. . -. 
. 25 April ; 'T/2: 

. 0610 hours - ARTY: Sl<id~ up HFT F/?9. \·!as also on weather hold. 
· 0620 ho1J.rs .. D/229: Skids up at this t.i:r..::. 

081.5 hours - TRAC: Up:iate on AA u:>c: A'::. of 0730 receivine sr,oradic i.rico.,-:,ing 
• No eround contact. Dau Ticnr. - 2P.B nF Cor:1p:in.v hrtci r,round conbct to ri,: 
l:.3t n;ieht.. ~ot o_orio.l!l. D/2'>lJ C:1V in Vt( box /11. F/?'J 11rty o:i ~tat~on ovl~r 
Ar, we. 
0930 hours - 'mAC TOC: ~:iller reports s::all ~ctrAtio:i tc, the West g.f perimeter . •• .. '- . ' ' 
1010 hours - CG 'IRAC: An Loe sporadic attacks by fire . . _Platoon peneration 
inside perimeter road (see item 15). Spect::a engagir.g. 75% of N-supply 
dropped last night recovered. . 
1015 hou~ - DCG 'IRAC: J..n l.oc receivir.e he;:i.vy ·u.c~i'.ne at this•time: 
1100 hours - •oc~>.: D/229 1,'0rking Box Z - F /79 returnir.g to kn Loe. Heavy 
section F/79 be prepared at 1300 to SUHX:>rt l~f\ •bto An J..?A· •D/229 Cav 
will VR prior to heavy lift. , • 
1140 hours - 'mAC: Trung lap, XT 6C22 reFo:..ts 300 e:,e:r.y .stt,acking frcp North 
• E.ne:::y is in hamlets ar.icng people, settin ?, up AA wea?,ons. V!{A: supr,orting. 
1149 hours - TRAC: 3/1 Cliv provide fire te~~ ~o esccrt 0:~~541 1400 hrs. 
Report Ls.i Khe 1300H. , :·· ,, . . . . 
1245 hours - DCG 'IBAC: Bn of 101st t-.·VA re i i.7.o:cf:t in-1 .-or 2 hc;.;:1lcts ·of ?rung lap 
. 3 cmpany of RF groap moving into actior. now. 2/ 4} . ;.].Vt; p:i a ,!.so rr,oving to 
make contact. Road bloc~ at XT 56e171. 2 ii? ccr.-,;:anics frc::. 'I'n!ng .i.c.p mov:.ng 
toward there now. 1 RF ccc:i:any frc..-:. Cu Chi hcz. .:ied for road·c :.cck . Squad of 
5th ar=iored regiment and 2 ir.:°LJ1try ccxr._;::E.n :.es in reserve a --c, this tir..e. 
1650 hours - 'ffiAC G-3: ~~se~tion of dozer t y C~-54 co~vlete to ·x7·7s1741, our 
heavy fire teao is re l eased. • • • • 
173 5 hours - J,J..E: Received t:-1:-oueh D/229. Xeed 1 ati.::i~io:-.~l :-.eavy fire tearr, 
ir, the J..n l.oc area. • • 
1800 hours - TRAC: Requested section of i i.:ns to support L·..:stoff of A-:-:erican 
advisor Horth of Chon Thanh coorci.inated•ZT ?6G780. -5;.:icis t:p at 1805. 
2155 hours - 'IRAC G-3: Eission for 25 AFrE: 1) laur.ch e Cc.v Trp at 080Jl--i to 
_go to lai Khe. 2) 1 heavy fire tean to arr : ve J..n .!.oc 0600:~. 

26 April 1972: ., 

0630 hours -:- TRAC: An .i.oc S!T?.E?: 5th A.B:i recc.ived ~c2.vy inco::-.ing at t:-1is time 
• 8th AB~ receiving a ground at~ck. Spectre is engag~~g ter.ks at XT 668850: 

( 1 5) 

.:. 



I.· :.{f~J?t;:::, • . •. • 
. ....... ..:i1n-~ · ·«•:.:~-- - • : - • . • 
: · .... ~!_-. .;;, ... _ ~~,. ~"·.oi .. ~-""~~~-1' ~!:~:_' . : . ~) 

· l;f!~·-,,. . ~-• • ·--..;}.I .. 5~il1ng, broken uid ove:::-cast, visibility 10 ir.iles. 
-L-~~: . _ . , ,. _ '.:r_:~ffl.~1_..~~ted D/229 Cav bounce to lai Khe to be briefed by 
, _:<;t?:~1'~~ -~~~ ... -~t~;Ul, m~S?,Cll. • Skids up 0910. .. .· 
<_-,:·.~ --~:;-ff1~J~-~ -tt·_pc0-_A:,-.-Bounce light fire t.e~. frcr.1 F /79 t.o Lai t.~e. Si<ids up 

• :--'.~;•··-•11-tCli.'~:J•.~;,,;· •. ·.: :.- ---~ • .f · ~: '.---~,-:-_ 1,1t5 ~bCKt;.;~-- icc: ·D/229 located C-1-30 cras:-i site '(see ite;r. ?) at iT 70386'5 • 

.. 
I_: - • i·-i;,.c;ouli(_Jiot{~e~mw .... -U there were any survivors due to thicknes~ of nibber.d 
t; · •• <J(:dJJO'ttoul"IS ··.; 1R!C: Pran 5th A.:1VN rudio. intercepts. To. be ~:.tacked on 5th an 
, • •. •. ;_ 8th JBN .;b7· .n ,UWK unit and another Ul~K unit to block a retrca.f by ;Ji.VN. 164 
'i- . ·; ,, ·JWA Regiment,·_-io a.tt&c:k UKK units of 21:;~ /..;l.VN Div. 271:;t INA ·rcgizr,ent to 

. t 

·:_-:- · attack UNK un).t after .radios arc repaired. ~..nks a..""ld troop:; r:assine at 1.JJc 
. Ninh ~o .'attack.-from the West of M Loe. Dau 'ficng and Trunr, l.qp quiet • 

• 1620 hours "'." J'RAC C-3: . CA of 1 ·Airborne und 1 arty btry cOClplct(, at 1530 
into XT 7878. : :_ 
16)0 -hours - ACC: Received throur;h I,CS, D/'?.29 Gav Trp standinc by nt. lai 
J<he, 1 tire team workinr, out. 1 f lrc tc:;im !;l::anrting by. 
1£.!i~ houri; - }11<:n lion Sector: vr;hF r1 :1ivrL:; tl1~t ft() VC .in: :tL Y'I' f.l./.JJiJ wlLh 
~ X 122mm rockets and 8 l 1U7i:un roc.:k1.:L:;, J I'.itine. Hcquc~t-· clc.-ir.1ncc for 
airstrike • . Denied so that we could send a fink" Team. 
2057 hours - S•2: A.pprox 120 ene.T.y are at XT 628456, and 20 tanks at 'XT ' 
878488 with intent to attack Lai Khe. Ser:t. D/229 to che.:k it o:it. Agent 
report date time group 232300, rating C-6. 
2130 houre - 1RAC G-3: Hiss ion fe;r 27 A;::>ril:, rece1;ve,d. t!-,roui'."h S-3: Heavy 
fire tem a1 .station at An Loe at 0600:i and C,w Trp to /.J'. L:>c at iai Khe 
for briefing at C1700H. In addition DC~A .. wc1pts a.slick !ro:n the _ Cav Trp 
to go with the HFT any time the Gav Trp i~ not, ~n the arca,.,_:,/229 will 
coordinate with F/79 ~bout this. 

• 

27 April 1 ~2: .. 
• • ~ I • 

001..5 t:ours - 'ffiAC: At the 'prese.:-,t ti!'.~e rn.:.-:-.2:-oG.s t.ani<s have ·tee:i 's ·::ghted at 
An Loe. Request that F/79 AFA I-i?T ~ve :-1eE.t rocket.s.'11.':-:cn t !:.:o:, ~:::-rive in the 
oorning. . 
0L..55 hours - J...17'!: F /79 requested t.hat D/229 c:-1ase ships a cco~.µ,.ny the.il to 
Ar. we for Dustoff. Also that the section ~oine to An .....oc did not have heat 
rockets as required so they w:..J. scnd 2-::ot.her HrT at. 05J~:-i. C!"'.ase • ships ,,..,ill 
re:r.=1in with H?T vicinit.y J...ri i.oc. C:-ssc s~i ::, ski.a:;; up ~ t, 05~::,:~. SerJ)t;nt 23. 
0535 hO'J!"S - A,."\11: Sr.ids up fo:- F/79 E?:' ;-;itn !".(?c!t ?"Oc;.;~ ts. 

0630 hO\.i..:-s - D.istof.f ccr,plete c2t .~: • ..;.cc. Skies up .for r,/22 c; fc:- L; i r:he. 
0310 hou::-s - ARTY 11~0: F/79 A--;'A er.ga6eci a.-.c. dest:-oy~d 1 x 51 .A./.. !-:G at 
C655E, XT 777874 (Sa::inole 12 ) 
03.20 hours - ACC: Tell 229 AP.3 to S€.nd t·, .. -o Blc.ck:-la~s to ~i l'.:;e. S-3 0??\S: 
),lackhats are on the way b the t",ainten:s.:r.cc a:.rcr~ft.. 
Cl;/10 hoi.lrs F/79 destroyed 1 1 51 cal :..;.. g'..in, Y.'l' 76G836, 0355:-:. r::.llt:;d 3 
e::.cr:,y. 
C925 hou:-s r:-u::: Situation at Ar. ..i..0w is t.."".'C!"'.c!ngec.. De.·..:. Tie::-ig co::itin·.::s 
to :-eceive ir.tt::::.: iV~e:r,t i:·.:.:.:.:·cct fire ar.ci s::-.~::.i g:-ound at.tc:. .:~:s, a:-,c. grou.,d 
probes. 
1130 hou::::-s - T:J,:::, s;::t.=::?: . J...-:. :Oc did net r ece ive F>!':? ir,cc::.::..·r.g c-ll morning • 

. .>;t • .. • .• 

,,,,_ - I • 

. :tJj~/~:;{i~,~·-:. ' ( 16) 
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~/Ji~{ . . .. : ~ • • 
.: --~ ~i'::::}'.~ I :c-:-1jo N8UP~ drops went in with no "-Ord on sucess. Dal: Tieng 2 
: ;i.~-~---J,=;i.\i~~-~~-o!_.e,ne.my 7 km SE of Strc.i.ght Edge \foo:is. In contact \;i:h R.VK 

7 ·: -::.-.) .' ,,,. ·.,- ,•~orNi.a· :, : .. --;--: •. · · · · ·, ·, .. · · 
,.. -.:. ... •.,: . .. .... - •~ . ~ -. • · ·l ~ . ;'.. • . . . 1. 

: :i":~·>-: :?<h4S'.~ra . .;.:~D/229: XT 682743 1 ID.'K typt: vehicle. 1;0 activity or. South 
; .'-: :,:_ :;~ ·:aide :o"r\~~ ·North side has 2 ter.k :-evctaents, no r,;cc:-.t e.ctivity. 
: ·.• .• • . ··1225 hours - J.l.D: AA w~pons reported YU 02203440 (37zr..r._j XT 7.200QSOO ( 5?mrn ), 

i _·: :-_. :.·.·_· XT 7~1~10. {2Jmm)~ •. . ~· . 
~ ' -'.· 1425 houru .:.;. ;TRAC: Sor Tay 1\inh 2 bat:ta:ions of KVA.(possibly 24 rest) in 
t contact 'with ARVN !orces. kneric.ir. adv:.sc:-s requesti::.:; air5trike. Have 
1? con!'inned .; 82mm mortar positions, 3 R;", r;ositions, 1 12Cb.11 moJ"tar position, 
j' 3 51 cal ». guns, vicinity XT 2339. 
·, 2015 hours - 'ffiAC G-J: Y.ission for 23 i-.--;:r : 1) EFT on station at h:1 we 0600.i. 
f 2) Cav Trp at ~i Y{.~ 't~r ; ~-rief ine at G7COH. 
t~• • .. I~ • ~,._". ~,t•· ~ •• 

l: .,. 
t' 
• '.. 

, ·:.·::; --: -~· ·. . 
. - · 

28 April 1972: -- ,w·,;: , . ... ~ .·:.,:.~·- . . 

O!j?.0 ~1our~ - ,.;,r.'t::~!ttJ:.•tibif~-~ F/'N /..f./1 lli-' 'l' for An l,,.,c. 
1610 hours - 'rnAC."-1-0C: '.SI'ihi:;P An ~c: ca:;5 c.!1J naf.<!l."?1 ,:.:r:;;trikcs durinc day 
have pem.itted ABN l.fld Ranger ele.::ients to extend pcri-ne~er. 5a::-,e pr:ogress is 
being made, i:articular~. in Sv:. 80 repk::C!:le:nts h.wc been flown in a.'1d 57 
ARVN WIA and 7 civilia."ls .riH. • evacua1.,ed. Spo:-ad::.c J.J;? anc lie:--.t contact in th~ 
SW cantin~e. 8 AB~~-5 A.EN Bns receiv~~ . .\3F,t~is ~o~n::.~ •. Dau Tien5 s 2-43 
In! Bn wae in contact ,t 1200!-i w/uru~no .... -: sized enb) force. Bc::1: Cua! 1-49 Inf 
o.nd 2-49 Inf•continued in contc1ct with -:st 2 ?t-/A Ens. 0~ 13: 21:t. Div continues 
to make little progress K of Chon Tr.a.'1h.'' 1b.::.d g rel.a t.i wbr ele::.r S of Chon 

. 1 1 ,Y, 
Thanh. Resupply convoy re:r,a ins at sar-.e lo ca ticn 5 k!:-. 1, o: ~ i Y.he. 
1625 hours - XT 749?82 hvy fire tear.-, er.e;r:,?td 51 c:al ! .. :.. !;:G., Ob!,erv<.!d .3 secondary 
explosions. Confinned by tunnell lOA (5-c,:. Div Advl.:.~r) ':;µ:i.;te: .3 seconda~y 
e.xplos ions believed to ~e S2r.r.. ~:..o. 
2230 hours - TRAC G-3: Y.ission for 2~ A~:-:..1~ ·- ·.,1) :-!e2vy.fire te2.!r. on station 
at J..n Loe 0600 hours. (2) Gav 'l':-p at :.a·i Kr.c: "'"iv:- c-ritdi::,€·at v?v'J · hcurs. 

I . 'f " 

29 Ap:-il 1972: 

1030 hours - TP..t.C: APC spotted 2 1-:r:: wc ;;t. o::.~ :.ii ·r:::e . r'/9::,h C::.v check::.g no....-. 
1140 hc-.u-s - DCO-A: On ~L ~ frcrr. 80 tc· 35 ::.· .. ~r::.d li:·.cs JJO to 4X people 
r-.o·,ing N. They arc groi.:.J:ed at ✓.'.' ? 50856 E of 1.h2 ri.lC'::H;::- F.:-cccszi:ig p:U.nt. 
S-3 Orl\S: TRAC has no inforr.atio:-., on t~.e ide;·.:it-:,. :..=i,. :S::s c.:-e c."t XT 775725 
c.nd l'T 77971..J and have r.ot r::o·,ed. 
2.61.;.5 hours - 7nAC G-3: Up:ia. te or. :_, ·:...Cc. Vil- .... :-.;.::-_(:;5--.; ~":-:-11-: on rasup.i:ly nis­
sio:-, shot do;..~. awro.xL'72.tt;ly XT 76~8:.l. 7 b.. s::r .. t:-: of .:..1 ::..oc o!1 ~L 13 at 

. 2,515 ho'.lrS. Road frcr. C:1on 7han~. to ~i i'.he ~cw o;;t;::. 5 :-c:su;;i)ly drops 
'ti2.ve beer. co~rl eted today. 
2000 hours - S-2, F /79: Hee! vy sect:..or, t.c ~k 37:._-:: r:~,.:,·..:.:-,c.. tc a i:- fire west of 
;..r, ...DC at 184 On. At i.5JO ft a::-ici llO~kr.ot.s~ 'iric.y rec 2::.v..::d ~ b:.t:."st.s of flr.ck. 
2105 r.ours - TrtA: G-3: 1-:ission fo~ 3'J ..:.:::,ril: (1) L, ·..:.:-.c:. Cav '.:n:: at 0730 to 
go to Lai Khe for briefing t.hen to cheo;; Sonf Ee c~:r.~~~r. (2) lau~ch heaV"J 
fire tea:n ~t 08:0 hours to Lai K~e to sta~d by. 

(17) 
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(l} Launch 1 hea V'f fire team 
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3 :-:iy 1972: 

~: ·_-. 7 .:';70:t2J- 37~:.~ . 

2.; /r~ !::,~s - F.1-:r;• --, , . ... -.; . .. ,.. -, ,.._ ·: ( . • 7 :"• 
... .., ,, - -

• 
1) 1 Cav Trp I.au.-ich at . 0900E 
to J.t;.t:.ch 1:e~ vy fire tc~,:i at 

J .. 

·,. 

c:~}i3 t,~=:_ ~.~ .. :: w:--.. o r-cpo::'t$~ 
6_,.._·,:~ .. ~;~i~~ \;~} .. .,. 6 ]'7: . .:J ·rour~d.s. - . . 

I 
I. 'f" 

t~:~.tc:-:i , -
1 :. M , . 

C1lOO !'!ours - :?J.C: ?G.s:::::.or. for­
: , i ~e for ::.:i.s.s:.o!'l b~!.e!'ir.:. 2) 

Tc,~~:r: 1:1 ~.• ... c~·')":1 ~:: -~:: 2.,::·•:.."ic~ .. G~,\r '::rp -ta 
'St..- ~-~ :::-: (~~'c -; tj J ~ ~~:-: c:". ;--,~ a::y ~l!',e Rftc:r 

~--,-.. . 
.J: ._.,\. ;;.~~.!'S. 

~02~ hc~'S -~RAC : :-icqt:e:.' ... c:"5 :i?:' t: bc--=-.c l: ~ . .-, · _:.:. :_ )~~ -~ i,:::: r:..c: ci·vt:, inztr~c-
t~c~s f:'O ~ ~•c•l',...,.. • • ,r1· (1.-/t' r • • ~ rn- 1.. ► 1,..t ~-1 .'."_•r_· .:.--_ .. •,·. ~r.• .. 

· - --- .. i. • - ....... .... . ~ """:' ~ -' • • ..., _ _ _ ,.. ,, * · ' -

~:2 5 .' • :w..:.r.:i - ::;_;c G-.3: l'.1!3.sfo:. !'or 5 ~>.- : l) C-=.·1 ~r l c. :~:c~. ~:. o::i:i r,ours 
c.. :.~ Ob: :-1.Tl ~e~d:r 4.,c !.! ... t:r.cl-, ::.t GC:2.'J !".ct:=-~. 

{lo) 

,:-

- - - . ........ ~ ..... . ~ .-.,.· · - ... 'l,. ... _....,..,r _____ t ___ .....,,__,_ ______ _ ... -•- · --·· - - ·-·~ -· ... · - •- .. 'ILlt,.""'T _____ .,.. __________ _ 
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17!._c; " .. o .. .,.s -·~./79 'r'-.. ,r.• ~r ,- .. __ _ , ... ,... ... ,,. _ ..... , . :r o-~,, ,,.. .... • , .. '7' ~::.r:~--~ P:lt 1:-~:1 
' __., • ,l::,.._ J ~•--~ .. ~t -..J. ... _ ,_ ... _, . -·4. .( , __ ...,__ , .. _ . ..... .. - .• , - ~...,L. 

C~f- F.ocor . .ic.!'"y explosio:-i :.:f:k!",~'.-T.. e::€':-::0 ~c-~ ~~ ,:; .. • 
1200 r.o~s - F/9 Cav: }I.i:::si0r. :·cle:~se f.'c-c-:-- _f-.. :-,~ ' , : l'"I'. ~ ::·:·~-- : . 

• 

. , 

l 
" . ~/r-,- \ ·..,,. ...,,~ ,_ . - , . • •• ~ , . , . . - ""' 1 T 

?; .• !".N1:"S - ~ ,._: ~-t :..::::.) ., 1.0·..:rs ;.,-/ .• .. C,.::,.,.;.! 'r'..::::. ·,.:-::, ;..::.:. .-.:.L. ..-. .;:.~e E..t .LLi 

Kr.e u..-id s~ndby the:-e fer f ·c.r-::-.e:- crde:-::. , 
1745 ho.:.:-s - S-2: F/9 Fi:L :'E.::;.:: s.1. 13;5 r.o-..::.·s s.!'ot:.·.:(:· 2 :.:·.c.i:J' .:.:.t. X~ 72.256E, 
engaged v.i t.h orga.nics. Resw "s 2 :._:i;- E~. 

7 !-:ay 1972: .. 

0100 hours - filC: ~-~ssicr. fo-:- ·..:.x:.i:.y: ~1 C.::.v ·.:r,i; c.cp:..r ·.:, ·d K:: e E.t·0800 
for Y.iss!.on &iefing. 2) l-:I'-:..' je J:-.:' ia:;:,.:-.:·<-::. t.0 l:l~-:. c~-: £.~(,"::· OcCO r.o·..u-.:;. 
l..L.D5 hours - F/9 Cav: /..'r., 1125 bo-..:.:-s .a:..:::;: T ... ;.5,~6 . .fQt::,i 20-J0 :c 1 X 10' 
b'J.rl:ers , 10 x 15 1 x 40 1 hcot:r:es, ~J;J' c:~ t.rc:1.::1 li:;:;e, n~-:-;e:;!'c,·_.:, positicr.s. 
J..r_ea enga.ied lo'ith £_rgc.r4cs _a::-.:;. :;.~ c.i:-. Rssi..:.'l.~.c-: 5 x 15 r 4C hootcr.€.5, 

:2 x 10 x 10 bu::ktr-:5·~ _ei.ll · :ies-c:-oyd. J Y. 10 x :o b-..:::-.=:;;Y-:; G.'..:.I:!'.D..:"ed. 
143Cl :.ours - ?/9 -Cc:.v:. :.t 1340 :-,c·.::-s 2.r. : ::-6.'-.. ?/c_. Ce.v ~.:. Z? 723571. recei·1d 
15 rds Gl.F {AK-47) •. · ·Took n.i.~s i::-. n.c.i;, rot.c; b:i..ac.e;s un.i 1E-r.,J.C::i safely. 1'.t 
XI' 7185.38 ere,.,, ext.~~ted. : ~:.::;:."7'i iLsc:-"ci, bir:i c...:-. ..:. ·o:-oi..:::s ~~.'.;:.Ct ,::d at 
lL,.lC c.ci.:rs. ,fo il1l~fes·/; ,.,. • . 
1450 hou:-s - '3.i..C~(~.:--:..1,1.est h€.:J.V"/ .:'i:-e; • ... E::..7'. 't.o s-..::::,j}:;:-t 2:-.::i .·.:::c E;~ :C;_ t XT 
773721. &.dds up - -151 C;!. i 

·-...a.....·•-:------~·--- ... ,..-. . :--: ..-, ..... ~----"!'"----.-~ .-- ·-·····-✓ ~- -- - . ... - . .. .. 
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9 Ee.:, 1972: 

0100 hol.l!'s - 'ill.rt'.;; 1-:isz.ion,;; 
:..:.1 K:le for ?rl.$n briefi:16. 2) 
. . 
nol..!I's. 

TIC c.:·edi tcd \li th 
fror: XT 773717 . 

i/. · ~~:?o::-t of 2 C0 1s 
fire ~hey uccident.Y.lly 

,, . . 
0-: 1 5 ... o,· ... s IBAC· -;;-,~c in An 7 ·"'c "..,. ••• r •'_'"' .--. .~-, ,, ,; -»c. f'""' .- ..... ~,.,,. · · i·b,e c • 7 .,JJ-1, ., WJ. - • •• ,_,._, Q- c..;. ..... .J_ ""r-, w •• \.,, - - · - ..... ,"';.!. "Jv;;;:,,;, - ~-

::issile at 0140 hours vie X': 743$65, i'i::-c':j f::.•c::. g:-o-..:.n:~; le:'t. -whi tt s:.:oke 
trc-.il am went betw_een 2 F.AC•~ .:..::.:l. e:<P:~-odc.i :.r, 'J!"!i~f: .fl::.::.!.:;J l-;0gut.ivt.- ci.ar.1-
e.gc. . 

h ·,-. , ., t.1 I ,.. , · • , T . , • 

OC:~5 • ours - .LJ\.nv: n€f:. V'/ 11.:-e 'LG:::.:!: co cr.ct::::. to ..::i :.r,e 'Le 2·..::\:~l. tr.en o:i t.o 
.A:. Loe -whe::-e contact is -u.--ider w~,y. . . , , • 
O'c,1.,. 7 hours - F /79: S~:icis 1,;.p :-::?i' fc-:- iL:.i L,.t ~,. 
ll..58 hours - F/79 A.Fr.: J..t X"l 75 2, : 21:: at. :J..3~ :-.o....:~s e:~6.:...:_·d, c..: ,::..2ge bunker · 
\Jith u.~no....:: # of ir.div. ?:...r.:.:e~~ des::.roy ~:.: .:.:;,i i.,1:kr.ow!: _:: o: ifa:. iv X3: :_. 
153::l ho-...rs - DCO-A: 3c:iies of 2 pilots Z-(;co·✓l=:'8.::, t:::.}:c.:. -r.o Il:.i YJ.e, tre.!:s­
fered. to gre.ves regis .. nt.ior. p,:;oplc. 1 .,.?:✓:~ boi/ r.:-i.~;:; ::-r.. c.l'c~., A.,.V-,.! per-
sor.nel o·n operation. did not. .,an_, 'to oic~. i:, u;. , • 
l&JO :iours - S-2: ?/79 sectio!: at. 1150 ·::.c·zs ~-&~-::.. vc:;.: ':-! c:.v-.r -~-:. fu-a at :X~ 
763887, "'~ile flying e._, 4GOO' ti.:i:i L.O k:-.c.:.t:, pc:,:ide 2.3 o:c 37=..:1 fiJ:e. ~­
gs.ge:i w1 th or~nics, firir,g ce.:-.sa.:i. 

10 Hay 1972: 

• OlJO hours - m..:..c: Kissicn for 
cission re-iefing at 0800 hours. 

( -~. \ 
Lv 1 

. \ 

. ~- , _ _ . - -. -- ., ..... .... .. _________ --~·-~,---- -· . 



:t\;?~Yi~t:;?_·:-::~ : ·;._.-.:;--: · ·: 1 · • 
' • -,~.~,_";.,,. ·, • : . f . • 

• • 
•:• ,: '~, : ~-' <11: Ma.,y l972: • · 

' ;, j},·i> - ~~ .. ..-.. ··:· ~ ... .. -~ ~. \.: • • . . ' - . ,. J. ~--

-~ ···.- , 1t:./.;,, .. ~~~""-•M•··· ··-~•,., Y.,ssio" r-, ,- •:•0~- •J• , • ~ -·· ·• l'rocr-i ce1,:.:..-., ::. ... OSvJ t.ouro , . _ .. · , ·•r. t,~~~ ..... - - ~ .... "-'•"""·. '-4-~,1• . , -- - '- • • 

, •::~ -.. ~~-~-~~f.:I~.~-~ '. ~e for. ::.!.ssion c:-!.e!'inc. ~) h?~· ~ ?r~~rd t:) 1:...-.:...--.c:-. ;;.r.y ~i:::o 
.<-/~>;--·~-:,\ -'·af'ter .;t)SOO. houre~·-.·· .. • • 
. ::--· __ .' ;: ._ :: ::~jz...s:·J:i_ouri ' .. :t~C: ;.'!l Loe hi..~ 0 (. c.I: rcc .-: ~ ·✓.J:~ ~ii:•.:. .:; :ir'.E; ~ :.ht: Cl!lO-.::..:lt -of 

• • inco~e· ani1· has troop :nov~i:::.r. t t.o :.:1c S ~ •. ,~ :E. i:.: . \ '1..: _iii-' .r or. s :-•. :ion at 
·_. ·, An I.oc at t'irat llgbt. Ce.lled F /79 r.?;. t:.ril iLst.ructcd t.!:.-:::i to ,h;..ve ill'l' 

:- ---::'.·:a"t.:.f.n LocllL'1' ;0615.ho'L:?'s. Call£d F/9.C-'1 e:.nc. inst-:-\:.ct~d,:.ho::, -:.o h.:ivc s. 
· chase ship en standby 6.t Iii.:i. :~he K!:. .L' OoJ:) ho:.;;. Cc.llcd ;.:.: d~v...:.c and in-
• -structed thee to bh.ve modevac £. t L.'!i .!'.:.c a"., C6}0 hour:.,. 
• 04,20 hours - '.l!UC: Tunks have b .. cm sici1~c,d at An Loe. ;:.~ciue:.:;i::. !:' :.:' be o;; 

st.5. tioo at ®a hours. will hJ.vu b i Kh~ or,enc-::i i;:.rly. 
04/.,0 hours - .. rue: Situatior. at An !..oc is re·wti~C' verse:. Rc.~acst 11:-'7 'ue 
on st.'!tiGn at-0540 ho\.;l"G. Chu:;c ::.r,ip•\o:i:.l Lt; at IJ ... 1 K:-, e ... ~ 051 .. 0 hotu'::;. 
Rrorl.l and refuel will be O.f,C.lJ c.t l..:.i K,,c.. V..t1.f. .... 1n :_ :; o;, 61.05 F:-: , co:;~ .. c~ 
rr,~~rlorr. rnonit.or ut !ui }:bl: vn ~G.:,~ :,•v, cu:,!,:.cL ::,1Ld1·rc·l. 1.1::0 p t.t 3 1·.::1J­

::hi 1,:1 c,n vv!rYH,y. 
o:;~o !wlir:.; _;, Ti<AC: A~ IJl.,J.o lH,t.I·:.;. ln ·.,c :·c,!pLcJ c1 ... :,,y r~ :d.i ll ;:,L :~ ~ :~ ct: ~:..: ;Ll:1~: 
that t.his was the lJ".st bi(1 a tt.uck tc ~l:c Ar. ioc . 

. iln• • T ,« . ' · 0625 hours - J.nAC: At the preGent ti."'Ce 1.::..:!}:s are indd.e the .n.n .:..oc pe::-:..-
meter. launch secor.a. HFI'. Skids llp at :;:;:-esen: t.i::.e. 
0640 hours - 'IRAC: ·.tnere are: 200 teat. rcd:et.s at .1£ii Lill€. 
0720 l:c~s - IU.-S~i F.h.C: At X? 7L..,Oe82 so::cti=,e;.• th!., .;:or:-~nb ·itr. ,.;.n~i~::t-ified 
:-ocket Wc.8 rp-ed at FAC I s. 
0805 ho'..I!"s - RASE FJ.C: Ji;37 sho:. a.cw.~-~ ~or t~ of J..r: ·~;;;. ?./9 Cc.v hecvy 
team cove:-ing downed a. t this ti::1,:;. ', , .... 
. 0920 hours - F/79 J.Rl'Y: Yr.:!'ee tf:.n.'-{.s c.t X':' 715E92, 5 l.ir.:::s •ir~si:i.e An Loe. 
A-37 shot dovn in ite"'.j_ 16' \,.13.S shot do.~ i,:/ 23::::-..-.. ,. 
1Q25 hours - F/79 AP.7Y:·, ?te~ort total c.:' 11 tc.1~:s c.e s t.:cc~'~:: by c:1•ci.;._,-i ·.:oc}:ls, 
:&C Air, e.:.d F /79 Arty. F /79 clc. i::-.s !.. t. :..:1.1.: s .~c:t..-cyc.:: . •• 
1840 l:ours - CG: An":.i-;.irc::aft :i:osi :.ice.;:; :_..~~ ./:..VS<:.2 - ; 7r.:·. · ·:: .: ?i:891S - 23::-:-: , 
v ·~ 77 '"O"> 2'l-- l.. ,, 724893 2 " •• -, 7- ,,,;' , 3 -7 • v ' r-7. , - •·- • 3.,_., •• ,.., ..,.J. Ct; ✓ .J - ...,.::.::, "' - ;:~:._. , J.• ;) -..1.._J!r, - ;, ! :";.."':.. 1 J .. • J-.,. :.... DJ - rr:=:. }. l 

7565 rig::: l u;: 1 ::1~ero-...:.s 51 cc : pcs.!. :. ::. ~::.s. :~:' ,j:.;.J :::-::.~:, :,' 2 ·•\.:F 2 L·.:.;:-,erous 
. 

1040 hours - CG: At Z~ 746894 ~-37 1 s ~: :~ ~/.::.~~ 2 :~;.;.:~s c~i t.:.·oc~s i ::. ope::1 . 
1215 hc1=s - CG: .A.::-lG s::ot c!o· • .r.1 r..c:ct:: :: :' .-,,~ l.,::i y, c. t ],2:i.5 hc·...:;-s ,c:.t A::' 
755E72. F/79 bi:-d. . . 
1335 r.o-..u-s - S-,3: Cobr2.. s:1ot d.c,::·. i:-. :. .. 6 :: 2..S i.::. ::.~..:. :::- :.~:::-:.c.r.:.:..:- t.!'O O? S .::.u 
~-:..ll r.ry to e~t to ~~eckalc, 
l.L..25 hot:..rs - :R..t.S~: J..: 0937 or:e: E.-.C :.:: C~ :.:_:·c.:.::-.::. :-c:x,:~:t:. :: c.c·,.T.. .,:. t. 1120 
a::10:.!.e:- ?~C ::-e?o~ted d.ss.:.r.5. 
171,.J hoizs - 'l?.i.C: • Al: Loe ;;.p:i~-..e toi.::. l' :3 "'::.~..:-:s ::·..:; ~troyc:. tc:::.cy. 0:-.ly or. t: 
pe::.etrat.ion by two U::-.::s a::-id ;0_r_t.,. pl[.. to::: :-.. ':-::.. c.'TJ buik.::.p t0 u.c :i.o:-tt ar.-: 

-~ 1.1es1, of city. l~o gi-c·J:"..:i 'probes in JC t.o 60 ::-..:'.~~·.:.:.es. 
17/ 5 h . . ,-y-,. ' "' J - U s- .. .. J.. P""'\ '", ,...... '\- .. • • * o~s - .i..u-.v!" ," •• C~SUc..LuY at x_ 7 c o c..::.c. .-, •..: C:J. i;..:::_ :: :..::s tc covar long 
Eir .. h d::.s:.o:'~. 'we . he.ve ti.:nc.:5. oJ.r ['..:.r.s t.:·c·.:.:::. t c s·...:o.:::c :'t. 
192G ho·.;i-3 - S-2: l9._~5 r.:;~s, x. :: 265~63, ?179' >.;.:.: ~~:-.: r,_;:1;:iV(..i u.r.kr.o"wn 
n. ·n-.ber o-~ r ur..:: r.~,.. .. - ,..I"\ _.,".\ ft • • '"'" ' -..c... .:. 0 -~s "fii..•: t•J ~.C.":I.J·..J · e.:-.c. l.vv .{:-.c ... s . 
2380 hc-..::-s ·- ~C-l~~~:Sanc. i'Qi,; tis.::ile: sc.:::..:.v:-, v..;.t:1.i-:.~7. to _:. r. !.oc • 

• ~ --; .. 1...' 

.,. - - · . 
-~ . • · ...-v•'"'-A-- . •. . .. -J 

.,. . .., _ 
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, 
·0001 houx-a - TRAC: . An lDc is .relatively ~u:.et i:.~,trt1;; t_i!i:is. Sone contacts 

~ a.roWld the wi.iueter.·, No tanks he.ve beer. sight€:!.. • 
•. O~ hours ;.. -~C: :· SPEC!RE has spotted ~ c;c.:::·107.of 18 v,:;;:.icles to the west 
o! in Loe and "is currently vorking out o:-. "tl:c~. l 'foe ci :.y r.&,s 'been taking 
sporadic incoming . . ~iti.:atior. is pret~y sta.:ile· e.t t:-.i.i: ·tir:i=. T:~c .~.ir is 
being e."!lployed. ilea th6:- is goo=. at this t!.::-,e. ,. 
0820 ho\.:rs ;_ F/79 .AfJ,.: ·.;.t XT 746EB5 S?1' 1D E- s-...:.rfe.ce:: to air x:.:.ssile being 
fi.rfd, a.t F4.· TAC Air ~ploy.:d. 
09JO l:our.s - 7th~; 37!:lr- hi£h th:-ez.:. ~e~ ~/;,:-::-;...r.:.c.ius o'f ·"J..--:,750375. 
0900 hot;.!"S - ACC: • D/229 Cav bcn.i.Ilci:::.; a., t 21::: ti::e t6 ::;;.,_:;:.:'c·:·< '2~~t. J..r. ·,;;; 
Convoy wbicr. Ms begu."l. , .' ,· 
0955 hours - F /79 AFJ...: Report &,.!-~ at :i: I' 769~Sl bci:.g :'i:-c::l .:. " c:;_30 le:'t 
tr.s::.cr..do-..is 1Jhite clo'-'Li u~ hvy s::oi(e -c.:-a:.l. 
1005 hours' - .A.CC: Report follow:.nz SJ.?-: lc.·.:..."'lch:,:-.J s::. tc.5,. 
:'!'.-2 FUC~ r. 

O~Cl x; 750855 
0245 XT 746SE5 
0945 XT 769C:81 
OEl.-5 XT 746695 
,::; .. e::.o.,.t fr,.. ... =t/79 .,,;,,._ 0 "'.r. :.:;-_ ,;,•r ·~-,,: i· 's -~-- '.. - .. 1·, -... "' ~-- e- --, ~----- on "i·ri r - Ur,&... A; l'1 ~ - .--. .,r • ...., r.~ !-'- C: _, c;. •• I., .,, .J-••· c -•1..J -•.J.: c ..... ' - ng 
sites. F(l9 is being pulled c..'v.71.Y t:,, D:c.;,. 7/7C: &'.Jz.y f:::::o:!: i-.r. ~c di..e to&!-: 

~ situs. .. ion. · . • • 
17bo bot:.rs · .;. ;DCO-~: X:' 77J7C'J ~E v:iilE pi.:.·.:.-c.:2.~G i:1 d:- ,,·::. ~ .:: :-. c:;:, .do;.,"!;. 
i...--:.eric~!'l pilot bailed o'..!t, l~:.d.d tet·,,e8:: er,£:ry t:.r:::. fr·C:.2.j' Lnc,~. Lcl\ .. ' bird 
.fro::i D/229 tried to pick hi.!.l t:p, . ·cc •t l:·.ry t..:.:r· E-:. I:' 7'/27"J1 ...,,.cr:t· fr:i:r. 
another direc~o~ ar.d pi_cked t:p t.r . .:! pilot. Pilot is C,:~. ?.~;·.i~st .co::-,ba t 
response from '.D}AC for grid of GAF. • 
2015 hours - · ·u.AC: Repo:-t o::-. i..n Loe, cor.vo~· at 75 p-:::.6, 1.9 kl !:: of L 'lJ. 
An Lo::: quiet. 
2200 hours - 'ffi...:.C: l'.issio:i for l6 '.·'..:;,: (:) P.~~v:1 .!'ir,:; :.e::.::-: c:-. s"'..!:..tion ·e.t 
-Ar. Loe at 0600 hours. (2) Cev 'lTp ~ t ie.i ::..:,e e. t C?C'J he·.::-:;. 

' . 



' ' 
l 

• 

only spc:-c:..dic incor..ing. 
i. t Ar:. :Ce: cre ::::-e t'l.:.!'ning to 
Fostponc:1 u_~~il ~e ve~:.her 

2:> Hay 1972: 

c~:. Ful\Jyle:::­
Trp ~ -:."le lir. Loe 

relic·;ej ~c 
arel." , • 

I l 

I • I , 

3rd 3::i.e cf rc~pon-
. , .. 

0955 ho;;.r.3 - ?/T- A:.!-..: 
1025 hct::s - J/229 Gav: 

.S'.-:icis t.:.~ to~.::. ::: . . ; ::·:::.?:55 fo:- ~-.?::-. 
x..:...--icd c:::.. 2e: ·s:-.i :.::, ' ·.:.:., s-..:.~;:,o~, -.:. ?/7':- c:.-t- J ;; ~ L·,e. 

Bl\:e s :xit:.>:cc:. to Lai ~-::-,e 1:. t l 0.'...0 . 
1300 hou:-s - :.s.c:: S:.J..3. :.c:: G?'..: c: 
Pilot \."S.S s::ot do;.":c 3 dc.ys a~o. 

I •1 • 

cc:.:~2. t=- ~e~ c. ~ 

2045 hour-:- - z--.;.c:: Eave: i--:F'T c:i 5 :.:ir,·.i.,e s:.c.:::.ty ~s c:~ GC:..5 r,c:.:.:-s • ., , 

ti=le. 

1745 ho\.:.I's - 'l?J.C: t.:;::c.ate A!:. :.Cc vc:·y q.:i.c:: o:-,l:r s_:-:o::-&:::.c i:-ico::inE;; no g:-o·..;.i--..c 
co~~cts ~sk fo::-ce 9 in ccr.:.act. ~0s~ o! :.i-.~ ~~y J/15 h~s h~j S?()radic con­
t~c.,. Ccnvoy r:.:.de no he1dw~y Lc:--:i ~o~uy. 

~ ~ 915 hours - '.l?J.C ~ 3: Ser. t. l P:.r!.;: '.:c:£..--:: :.c ~i K:,e u c, 0~00 o:-, 22 !·'.:.:.y to be 
b:-iefed by D:o frcu A..1..T.; 2lot ::.v fc:-- ',?. ::.:.s:::::.::r.. ',,!ill f:C:::i :. C.::.v ':'rp E.n:i 
her:.vy secticr. of ~'.;.r. 7t,., Ce.·-r :-:-;, ·.;iE cc:-. :..:.ct n.·...tt.oc::-c.. t s.l;;ir~ o:-, r::. ;::cc.;. 
sa~c. to send E? .:' e. lsc. - ,, 

.. --·~---,,-.-u-,-. - ,1,,-- --r-- -: •·~•jt • .,." , c- -~ ---- ~ ~ • ..._._ __ ..,...._,._ -

J 

i . 
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...... 
.. l'..; :"!"er: 'the S ~:-.G S·.-:. :'.iC i -..~._ ... ~~ -- --- ..._.r__. .. .,. ... :.. _ 

:.c, ~::-:£::. s ·.;. 15th 3~.-:-.:. ... :. : ;;. / ;; ;; , . ./.:.: ; . . · 
;:::.:i is to 1::.nk ~l .. 'i t.r. ~ f.:.'i. ~ .. :.:..:r ;·.._ .:. .:;: 
p:c.:1t vie "'£.".: '/)C-0. 
1240 ho~s - F/79 i.7].: 
?/79 
l33J 

A?A is crcd:..tc::. \.':. :.:: :2 ·.: 
!~our [; - t'/79 .. ~"".\ : -,;,.... -

• I · ✓ 

~-: le;ZJ.:;t 9 :-els -of 3 ·/~ .:. ~.? . 
Air t:;Y.nt:r.ciE..:.i. Lr✓.nm-:r: • ··~ · 
i n c i-.~1..r s - F /'n , l::-il.: 

~--; -,·· . .. 

"' . ... ,. 
·-• ..... . ::o c.:: ::u: ... l tic ~ cour <: f •'I r I f , • ,' 

~ .. ., / l • ,I ;, • ' •~ • 

:'u1· i.-:--ic..:i :12 . 
;,; '. ·;., j::_ V • 

2. 25 5 :'1o~ s F ,19 C./1 ·.~ : 
:.: ;:~~65 5 :-~:, ?~. ?o·~ -~ 

~,: ·: ~1: : ~12 c:. r ~ .... ·:-~-::..:. ~-:.; ~~ i. 9;."~ - ·~ :-_ 

1]15 i". 0~.;; _: il.C:;: ::1.:::::., .. . : c., . · 

"'"I' ) ----- ..,,, - - ... ,: 
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596927 
V?. 

0£40 hours - F/9 c .:-..'/: 08J5 F/9 C.::.·: Coo:'!:. ~:;:-;t :..:c.-.-:r:. fc'!' i:-:<:;,.:;:-_.3.:-.1.c.:il :;::::-oble::.s 
s.t .Fhouc · V!:-J· .. F/9 B:-ow.:J inse::-tci to sc~u:e tI:~'ei!.:-c . '· ;_/-:i_/7 0-:.?° LC:-i wer.t 
dc\/t at Ot.:15 fer F;2 ~e ~E:-2.SO!l. • " .. 

0945 hours - 1/7: I.CD blew a:. G..-·~r;:. I: .:. " lt~:J ;·.::\:.!' ::-; ! ~-..:~ c:-.:J r. t ,3000 1 • 

1622 bG\.:.!'6 - TiiAC C-J: Send sect.!.cr. c:' ; ~-.:: :,0 CO"/Cr e.::--: :.::-:.~ :.:::.c::-1 o:~ hell-
• copter ..:iO}JD for mecilr.nics.l re.::..sc::-.s nee.!" C..: C::i. Cc;:;.t..:::.c:. :.:.u:i 6 c:. 58.00 
- ir: air ever C-.:. C:.i. . • • 

.. . . . 
l.3 J1.:ne 1972: 

0[05 hours - S-3: 1st lift is e::rc.·..:.~~ :.c x;, 75G:.65 wi~:-. ::le::-.~nts c~ 31st 
R~DJn,e~t, everr...h.::.ng goi~e we:1. 
0905 ho-urs ~ XC-A: :\io lift:.; ir;to LZ e:. t~is ~:.! _ . C·· 2;:d l::..ft 1,:.ok in-

- ca::i~ ::.r.c. c-T-,; 11· u:::s c:-o'.:...~d tc ab f:.u.. ~::-:.:-: ::'o:-. J../229 .s:·. :, '~ C:.c\.."'!:l in 
LZ o.t Xi' 758E.65. !..Z ::-:ovd. 6-JO i::e:ers. C:-e ,1 e.x:..:-J.c:.e;;.:, c.:.:-. .:.r bi:·C:s :O.:.ve 
bec:i bit bj· G.~. 1 l:. S. "ill-.. 

- ' . • .. 
. ; .. 

P _•,e,..r J ':':S » A~~.ttlS~...- .Q# ♦ : t:;J#ij(t(JAi£* :SUI Bf p . --

.-



\ 

c~·~5 hc..:5 
C54C hou:-.:. 

,~ ,.. . 
l.;Uo 

• 
S-3: :Fcr-r 
z:;-.-.11 ur,~:; · • ...... . . -.. - , . _.,. - · .. r 

\,.,i..., • • ...:. • • "-'-,J "-"- '-"•--

tj" ..i:1 ~:...-7 r:-.i~ dl~ u.:::.r o·..;r 
~rec.. 
G'.)5 5 ii~ i;: s - C:: J..rc::. \.;: .. c::-:, L' -·•--"-·· 

:.:.1 ... ct 7/9 Brc,n:s \.Till be c:-:::~: .c:c.i 
1325 r.c-..::- s DCC-A, 250 h.~·: :i..i:': 

-
"'! i .. ~5 :-,o·~s Z)CC:-.:.: ?.1.r ::'\1 : ·:--... i::i · - =-- ~ 

r ,.,- ..,,._,• '--'• • • 

~~)...in~~,:; l."J;..C·G-J: -.::".·~·.:.!: .-: c!·- - ~, 
for :/4. J\.:..!':c.. ~~ 1,,: (..::'~ ?,r(;-:.:- : :·: L.\l c ~. =._-:. u . 

vidc enc tcction o:' .• ·." ~G J. ·:.uuL: _ .... / 
tr ...... ·\,;ii::; w;:;...l~ be ir.;~O- :,l.u l~ :., j . . er. 
;c.,~"" (.,-.I' ,•.0 . ....,_.__, ::uir~ "''~ : :•.y _.., _ I, 

~: _{:( ~-"" 7'/ c-.:.n ; • .:.i.~~c i ~. 
l ~l ~ l:01.::.:; - 3!:-:: ::~::. . .-

~C :c~ Ei5L:L.0. 

· .. , ., 

' \. I ; 

• ' 

::.it£ 
.:... 1:;,~ .:.::,·.:.::: ., - ? /~ C..-. V: ..... _ ..... _ ... ..,; - . 

ho:;:' s 
l i:L.::; 

62.;;. 

-,; - ' 
- 7 .,, _ •. 

w•--.: .,,_ , .. ._, . , 

__ .. ,.. ..:... ~ -- --- :..., . 
, , - . ·- . .. . .. . 

.:..:. \.o..L. 2.. ::c:. .; t; ~:_:..; :-- ::. ::.: . .:. :. 

:':a:.. ~. hc·~!:i - ~-:: ~( ':' /,.'., .~:.,~ .~. 

_. =-- - ....... . • ·· 
... .. .... w .... . · ·-- · . .... ,... ,... , 

- ... - - --V .._-;,: 
. . . 

c...::.,:" ..... ::.:_ ... :. .::J .. - •·· . , ... . . 

1. , . . 

, 
I 

. l.- . 

• .. u •• 

. . ... . ... ~ , . 
\ ... . 1.... .. , ~ . _ .... 

... - c.. ::: 

i.,_ 

- . ,. . - - -... ·--~ ........ ~ 

. ... 

.;_ . I 

··- -. 

... .. .. "\ ,· , .- . .. -· __ .._ __ . 

G •• • · ··-"- · 

.:_/-::_ / c. ::-.:-

._·; -"-"-' 

c .: ; ... i :· ::· ..... =.-- -~ .. . 

- - ..: . 

\ ~ :~.! ··_ . .:_ _ _. _ _-: ; GJO ::.\., ;: 

- • - C - -- -··-- ·.,, .,_ __ .,_ 
:-:- e,.:...::::.u:.c > 
J ~,2. 



f :, 

.. 

0615 hoti:'s Skids 1::;:, Bl.u.ck, Ft.e~, Yell::-•., . 
. 0225 hours 1st lift cf! Lai L'1£. c.t.o;:.6 c.(.;.:..;·e: _b;,r L:.:.c ..-:.:1..'i.'1{ t:-cops. 
• 0540 .hours - 1st lift ir.to .tL ~c: cc:-:pl:::s. 

.:: -:0900 hours .A.O.C lirtts in A.:.,. Loe c.rez.. i:..11 A/C iSI"O'C..,:.:.ci u:. ~i K.rie -.:.::itil 
1 .strike :_cor::;ilete:! . . 

1030 hours - 1r..,;.c: 
dew.:. 20 J~e. 
1200 hews - 'C/229: Rece:ived. 51 c3.l 'i.--: EJ{E::L,.2. 
1351 . ho-..::-s - UH-1:: re:c S:.CJ-.F ct J..:;. ILc co::-.in~· ot:.t c: .. ~z. • , c;, 

l crE,·:.:lC::!ber r&cci·1f;d s·.ipcrf:cfol 1..'c-..:...:.s. 
142.J bot::s U:i-ln et 50 1 .;..'1.d f.CI L , ru.:: ~~i:-!.,7 G.? £.., 

l5J5 ho1=s - 13 l~fts cc.~;leted ~~ t~i~ t.:..,~e. 
c..:5S27. 

2.)jJ l:clr's 'lf_t .. C: :,::.s:;io:: 23 Jc .. e: ~:-. :: e::--~ ~:; ... -~ .:-:c;~ i:-i 
f'rc:-, ).::; Lof to I..e.1 Khe. • 

{29) 

. . 
~ ,... , r -
-• -....Jw 

t.o J../C • 

--~,.. 
t..A...i ... 



' ··. \.· ·, 

·2,0 June 1972: 

!0610 -hours ' ~: S.i:.ids 1-lP for l;p.1 ~-,e. F/9c.::-.:: :/79 liftz .;:i s-..s.ncby et B:.en 
Hoe.. • ; , 
0820 !:ours -_ E-'lG, ? /9 shot ric-.r.1 E. t X': 70Si7'J. OS:.2, S.\-7, :.o s\:!'vivors. 
0825 hours - AB-lG, r/79, re:oeivcci u;-~ ::c :-.!ts• 51 c'"'l, rs ·~·.;rr..ir.g to Lei Khe 

. \Ji th exec:-~ eo·:Jra., e~co:t cot:-r. rspo:-~e.c :-.issir.5. 
-0915 ho-..:.rs - 'l:11,G, u .S. F;..C dgl:ted \..':-ec~::.ge of ;.:-:c:-, dow::.:.J. Cc:20 ·hours, 
vie 752797. 

(JO) • I 

I 



t. . 
i ' 

i 
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·- ~.! .. ;, .. : ~ 
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2.0 J-.;.."le 1972: 

0610 hcw-s - J..;..":... ?/7'7 skies -~_;; :'o:- :;:zi ; .:. ;:, at. 05.31. .s;:::C:::; u::; at 06:)0. 
0820 hcu:.s - il"i. rer,orteci t:-J.c.:. 5.;-. ~:-:-i~ _c,:' F/'?. exp:;.o~ec, in the: e.:.r e:..a 
c:-a.s:1ed e.t l.T 769770 at a;::;:,rcx OU5 ho·~-s. S..;s~e:ctE;:: ~~.-7 :us.s::.:e s:iot it 
do,..-:1. No survivcrs. 
--Oo25 bours .- 1 A?J.. rec'd .:nk r.o of :-.its f'-:-c::. Ll:'.:..".c ty;:.e UF e...-:d ...,::.s ret'l::':ung 
·to· 1.€.i Kh€ w:'1e1" ·anotne.r /21-. AE-lG t.r~ili:l :::; .. :--.e bird c.iaappeo..rd a..-.d is :i:-,is­
_sin~ · at th.is t:L'"lc. 

<;, ~ • 

C915 ho\.u's - · 7.tlC: ts i'AC r£.pc:::-tc.,c si~f.7, :1..ni \,[.'E:;C!{::[e c::. .. .. ;·1 J..n-lG li:O XT 752797. 
1020 bo-.us - 'ffiAC: 2 ,bocies (See Itu: _1;5 j r..:1,,c=: torn rec8·1cred ar.d e.re: loc in 
-the Yi.lle at r:: 7677. • •Req ':N-.C tc dete:-.::-..::.:-~e ::;t&.t\.s 'of:.:-~::~, SCI, l. cc::.c.ition 
of A/C. • •• ' 

. .. 

(Jl) 

r -;-•._._ ..... _ _,.\R,.._,_..,_ .-... , "'1. ~-.. ~ .•..,••r'!.¥~.9 .. C~_i',.,_J ... _-.t-on.f""'/l'"'il!l'!Xt19¥_..¥ .... C .......... ___ °'!""'....,...., ___ _._,_...,, ,..,..._, __ ...,_ p..,;-,; .. _;•W•_----_,•~a .. ,~W.91••-;a""l◄'°"·p-------

·, 
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f 

~: : .r ~:r;::; \Ji 11 ~~p~ ex c, of :..."': ;!-_ ~~l~r' = LJ~iJ--. 
7-/.::5 tu~~ ~e;q l:.:C~ ~c~r.. ::or cu:,;t•~ c~ .. ~~:!.r, problc!:i ",,.:,Ii..,(:: .. 
132.5 :w.::-s All: ?.ec'ci repor-:. of CE-1.~I :-cc'd : rd s.:.../C,J1.? wh;.le ext. c.c, .-::co 
co~~~ (See I~c'" 15) 
:3::: :ioi.:..rs - .All A/C ~t iai ::he ::-ec'd :-..::.ssio:1 cc,·::-.ple:.e: .1r.~ ~re e;-.rot::.e t.o 

25 j ·.;.:1e 1972: 

::.. '1)) hc,ur ~ - -~-.~c: 
~c.,U~:, • 

'7i :: . ~ a, .. ... ... 
• ,.._ • -- -"'-• ·..4 V .J.. / \,/ , J 

-~ J:: ', !-,ow-::: ::-u\C: :tcc'J rc ::o:--:. :. ... ~w .. , : '/;r_1 c.:: ~:· . ..1 ·,:c ;-.-., d, .1-::~ :tr ::: .:. o:~:' 
:-: . . : .:.~1 c:~ar,1,cl '/'/ llu1. to vi~.::-.. :.ir .. : en z.- .ir., . . ::it : c,i.:..~·., r,+..::·r~c. J iy 1,;:,c:: 

l 
-- ,- I 

: .. l :: li:! tL:-,,l ~:; t\~ :"c:1..·j fur Ua i · •. • :.~ : . 

- , -,-. ._ - . . , ... ' 
v ..:..\Jw .. , 1...J -..) 

:--.c '.:.;' .3 
r. 

-- -✓ 

--··-✓ 

~:-..~ : :.v'i.:.!"s - ? .. c~ 
·::":..(.;::.:-.c =.:-. s ·-.:;, ~ 

1972: 

--,- • r"\ 

..... ~v • 

:i .. C 1,.;;:: 

s:..ft:ll 

.. .. _ ... 
. . .... -- ..>. 

...A.,J • •~ ... . -...:::, 

C:.. ·1 
- · - r c:.. ..__..., 

-•. Jc:.:·:--=~ ::.-~e ~o 
::c.::s - :is- c~·, ·.:--::. rcpc::--::: : c 

...... .:., 
c.~ .. ~3c :.:::.rJ b.:~jce:l a: ~7~:i 
:~s:.~~~ ~~s tEe~ &o:.:.i.:.c~. 

:.o 

:,;-c;,~::i:.-:,. 
, 
I 

·--~-.. , _.~o ·!..L· i 
/ __ -.. ~: ~ -~'i!:> 

. ... 
-1.ssiz~. 

;c_._ .. ~2,, ~~.,' .. s1:.c~•:s, J~,: 0:~-On. 
u!J~ ~ossijle ~xco~: =~ss:..o~ 

.:v-.e 

. . . . -a:-, ~ :: ~~ :,:.. :,::2.. .!. inse:r .. .io~ ::::.ssio:-. .:.!:t.o 

tc :..r::;2r .. :>.u. , ~ 

c:..:-

~-·· ... , -
LIL., .. ' •• -. ; ,-_u -.. 



" 

lUO hoi.:.r.: ~C: Lift of!' ~t ~:. K!'".e ~t lL,.()0 ~ou:--s. 
2.l.1.5 hc,i.ir:. .:-<.:.c: nolc ?/9 -..;.."1.,il r.c:.ific:.:..;;.icr. b:,r ~:i.:.:. 
1;10 h~w-:. ?/~ rcc'J ti:;=lcn rclc~~c ~ :..t:"c cr.ro~~c to 3icr. 
:.:i::;:.io:i wc:.s st.ccczsful ly cc:::;,l::: ·,ell ~l:.c. 
2:;;05 ho-...;rs - 1J20 ho~s re-; t:u.:. J.:"....C r.c:.ity d-....:;:.·o!'f 
0730 hours to~orro. on st.rip alcr:. ir. ~p~ of J/229. 

to ~c ;,;, :. CI,( g:-.:. ~-;,, 
Cor.fin,cd _by 7:·~C. 

2 J~ly 1972: 

:'/00 hm.:.r.:; - F/9 cOLJ;'J. rc:,W GE hi:, :' r0~. C...I•' ir. it.:; 1ik,d ;:l::.:~:: 1,;hil,: e ;.; ­
c:c1· ~i ,,;: CE-47' ~ to Sor.;,: ;:;\,;. 

, , • • r • ...• .'l(') .r./n ~ 1 >~(/) no::.;-:; - u!,..lU~C C. l.tCr.i ~ -; "J \oofC.;,: ·.J. ~·:!.;: .tly.:.:-J, ; l01J 1 
;.,~ l 3J 

:-_ 1~.:n1::;. ."\CC:ci OLI. hit~ w:,.:ic o:i c .. r. n.11. :'he o :..:~er co ::i:-~ ;.L l .:;o 

. ~ - ~ , ' . , ~ f , :,;y u.. .... ~ - -~-x ,, c:· r...: ~c- ... 
beer: c;..::.. :o t~·,t.:.cc 3ir~~-

pc::.r.: 
~r:-1:-: 

·:.; -~':-.i:~: - 2:-.:.:. c~:... 
:: : ;~1 :-.. c-..:....-~ - ?~ec•~ .;.:--...hC :,~ss~o:-i :'c~ '-. J -~;t 1972. \r:4 

.. 'bc;..: · ~ \.:/10 :: :l;'". ~. r.'::~rr:. 
=.t ;::.:,' •:-: :..r..1-. - iic~~ ~~ J..:,. ii:di,,s :1: C- C!::. e:-.r-ou~e; ~-J~ .. r:-~n,'. :---c: .. 5 Ji_l~y 

- • • ..... ' , ' . .. • • ... • f.,J . ,.... 

:.~72; .:.;c _;;:-8_;-...::.:-c~ t,o ::-.eve a::,:::-ox lCvJ :.::cc_::s ',:rp-:-:, An ~c . ;;>,-_ J.n:l: r.n.:. & :-:-.ove 
_-:- :,:-.: :< 1:-,JJ ::::-00:-:.-: :~re:-:-. !.;~i l.:.e :.o A:i I..cc. ~X?cct ·1:~7 tc prcvi~E. c5:,: l:S:-E 
,.,}--::'':.:. t.o _;:,rovic.e lQ. (I.:' pcs:;ible v::.:....: '..-:.•:l :-i:::-o•ricie :.:;. i.;i: ... E [,;, :.?:C. 5). 
2.7..,. :; :10::rs ":;'/'j ·- -~ 1c. -,,..c:l 1 ~--e..; :e--:- at :-~:...x st:-i,-c.3 1 ::.: 2 bi.:":, .:naol.s: to - - . ~ -. ..... ~ ·.. - .. ~ :·, . -~• ..... ~ 
;;..,1.-.. \,,,.v.C 1,;Q t:).3,:;. \.J(;U ~ie~. 

• I 

:.Cc ::-i.:.ssior. 
c:-. ::; .:--..;.ly. 
:..J.25 :-.c, ·..:.:::-s - Cu cii:::-cc:cci CC (.: S-3 cf 2~9":.:-. .n.-:;) ..,.., ;::o :.c :...-:.i l:.lie ;.s..:,.r fo:- r...:s­
-~::..c:-. :,:-ie:~:.:-.6 . J...'2.sc, :-eC:_uesti:::::. 2::;..rly :::-e:.c:.!:e. fo~ 0/22::;- ir. Cc.T.bodio. .... cor.-

:-.c c~·c::s :)::;:::-.:icr :.::.s::;io:-.:: for :.o:.:o:::-::-.:·.: . 
: S_G :-.v\:.!"!: - J/229 ::as :'e:.~r.~:: ~o 3ie:-. :':u.:. c..t. 15.:,2 !:c~s. 

5 .;·..:.ly 1972: 

CC e;-.rc-..ite 1,0 
.• :-. ....oc. 
::, 03::; :.c·..::-s - 5-J: L.S. fli[hts o: 2 ~.:::s ~ch' cc::-.ple:.e (.; 2 v~:..;..? flic;h-t.s 
c: 3 ~~1p: eacn cc~r,~c:.e. 
:2::: .::0·..:.:-s - 7."t..'..C re:;io:-:.:: 9C sor:ies cc:4.p~e:C; ;;.t c;, ::rtX ?2 i./C-31t) tctal. 
:.2:.5 :-,c·..:.s - &C: ~ec'd resc=-~~ o~ ·· /"' •~;- c.:~ Sor- •., • ...,,., T i " hit • .n ..., ... -••,r.; ,-..:- _ , ......... , ..;:;. , ,,e.:- s, 
Cc>:c",:;,s a:-.z. _';,,::, i..i::- e:r.6 s ... s:;cc:.!a:: ~ lee~. :.ift s::ip rep: rec'd s;./;.J..F' 
-.::-.il:: co::-..ir.6 in a.:-,d lc;..vir.6 ",.2/?3. 

( •I ' .,, .... ) 



7 July 1972: 

1510 hours - 'ffihC: l Cav '£rp is t.asicec to Vrt Sent; Be co:-ridor & Hn~ Giso ( P) 
in 31r.h Duonc (P) f'rom 8 July thru 15 July. Dep S-2 & OB prepar~d to b:-ief 
Cav I'rp s.t 071930 July. Order confirmed 1715 hours. . . 
FCR TrlE COi·):ANDER: 
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'Ca:m J®M tiu@~lill 
eD@~i WO@u'~ 

l'nn hen Nonh Viclname~ troops dro~·e a­
u v cross the Cambodian border 1oward Sa,- . 

gon, ,even American advisers were• 
trapped with .t small force of South V1etname~ 
troops in the di~trict compound at Locn111h . The 
compound wa~ surroui,c.Jed. and for two day~ 
lhe Communi~li. pounJ1.-<l ii with rodeh. mor­
tar, , h;11ook;" ;111d rifli: liri: . Tiu: hi:,1q!.:d Am.:r-
1l·;111,, al 11111: with thi:1r AH V N troop,. huddli:d 111 
1hn:i: h1111~i:r~ undi:rpound . A, d1"l frll, MaJ 
Gc:n . J.imes 1--' . tlollrng~wonh. bo~~ of the Third 
R!!gion Assistance Command. h~,ered O\er the 
hatlle for three hours in his command helicop­
ter . deploying American plane~ and gun~h,ps in 
a delaying action while 1rying 10 arrange an air 
rescue . ln tjollingswonh"s chc>ppcr, 1h1~ is whdt 
11 sounded like : 

HOLLI sGswo1< 111 ( to trapped ad, 1sl!r~ on 

A small U.s: chl>r'rcr cvtc~ned in10 1hc: com­
pound lo 1cs1 the gunfire hcfflrc !he lr.inspurt heli­
copters tried lo I.ind . The pillll ran into in1c1hc 
ground fire ,ind had hl ~root out 1mn1cdiatc:h . In 
!he Jin of h.1111.:. lhc men tr.1ppcJ in:-iJc: tla:ir hun­
lcr~ Jiu not ~cc the hclieoptc1. ;111d thcv a,lcd 
ahou1 ii. • 

11111t1M.~w1111111 : ··t k J!llt ~h,11 up w11 h 50-l·;il 
lhl·;1vy mad11n~·-g1111 tir1.·J. ;111111111~- ~h·'1c: p1111in1: 

n111rc 11rd11.111n· on lhl.'.' g11dd;111111i:d ~iuir 111 1ry lo 
get iii there lo you ." 

With h,\ hclicop1er d.mcing out or' range of 
ground fire, Hollingswonh kepi up his effort~. 

HoLu:--GswoRTH (to FAC) : "Ger that stuff 
worktng"1n_ lh;r~! (To advisers) : I'm gonna pick 
up e\'ery one of you· I can . I want 10 gel you all 
h;1cl. 1'f1! gonna lake all of you our that I can.'' 

• . , , . 
.An ina~ible re'plY. cal'T\e from the me~ trapped 

i>l!low. 
ground): "Thi~ 1s Two-Fiver. Oh bahy. I'm com­
ing pretty good . I'm still fi~hting and checking . 
I've been promised it [rescue helicopter] in ten Hou:.tNGSWOltTH : "Well, I'm . gonna try it.'' 
minutes away . Don'1 go anywhere . I know where ?0rfH:~9f.the ARV:\ troops caught at Locninh 
you ar~ ... deoided to abandon their posi1ion and make a 

Two minutes latl!r, he was again asked about runforitintotQ~woods.,Tv,oqftheAmericanad-
the rescue helicopter. n~rs decided lo do the same. 

H0LLl:-.GSW0RTH : "Just going as iast as I can . HOLLl:--GSWORTH :"This is Big Cloud Two-Five. 
Can you hold out about eight mor~ minutes? rm Si,ck wii h lhl!m liule people and keep up on that 
work in' as fast as I can. Eight-Three. Keep down , radio." But ther!! was no rnorl" radio contact with 
keep yourself together . You've been great. Talk • the t\lo'O a"d,isers . 
lo the: FAC [Forward Air Controller] and just Srill below were fhl! 01her trap1)1!d men. Holl• 
hold with it, baby.'' ingsworrh spoke to one of them : "Ah. Chico-

E,ght-Three was not reassured . He ~id 1hat if • Whiskey, lhis is Two-Fiver. I'm going to stay wi1h 
he got out. it would be pure luck . you and I'm gonna do every goddarnned thing I 

HOLLl:--GSWORTH : "Ah. bull, don't you worry can lo get you our. God bless you ." 
about that, baby . Well. it's not pure luck. bahy. . Another member of the advisory team in a dif-
Hold in 1here." ferenl bunker came on 1he radio. also asking 10 

Flights of aircraft were approaching Locninh be taken out. 
from ~veral bases in the area. ~ H.oLL~GS\I.01<111: "Roger, Oscar Four Chico, 

H0LLISGSWORTH : "Everything's airborne. e~- right. I'll do ii. and don't give up, don't give up. 
erything is up no~·. It's just a matter ofa few min- • We tried to get a low bird 10 you in there first 
utc:s .... Ah. damn. you're a little slrong great and it was shot all 10 hell. and we've gone back 
guy, Eight-Three. Just stand by no" and l~ten and put more_ ordnance in there and we're still· 
and keep that (radio] net of yours open and ta'fk--..£Onna work with you . We'll be here all night long ; 
to the FA Cs." 1 if i!'• possible_ lo get you out of there, we're gon-

11-CL lOAl LIFE • ikGAZINr: 21 AffiIL 
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Inc.iosure 10-A {~ontinued) 

na do it. Don't give ur.liopc. Just pray as I've 
been doing for you the last three days and just 
hang in there and God hlcss you . I'm gonna do C\"• 

erything in my powc:r lo get you out." [To other 
aircraft): "Let's keep lay1n· that stuff in there. 
And I hop( you monitored nl) convcrsa1ion "ith 
Chico. This means we·\'e got to stay w11h it." 

Night had fallen. and the Communi!>IS were 
about to overrun the co111round. Deciding the \II· 
uation was hopclc:ss . two of the remaining Amer­
icans also decided to ma~c: a run for it. Thl·~ rJ• 
dioed their intentions to Holl111pworth . ll) '"l! in 

the dark above . 
HOLLl1'GSWOR rn: "Rliger. Chico. I'm trying my 

goddamnedest, and everybody else. the Air h1rl·e. 
MACV and everybody el~ is behind this tr)lng 
10 gel you out. We care about you and we're still 
trying. so go ahead into hiding there and take 
that radio and keep it up as long as it works and 

, 

whether I can Slill taH, to you or not, I'm ,till 
glnng to try to get in there and get you out." 

tloll111gsworth could see the Communist troors 
storm the rcmaininl! defenses. lk rerortcd 10 the 
othl·r pl,1nes "hat ChKo w.1s going to do u11<J or­
detl·J l·,,ntrnued !lo.;llllration lire into the area . 

llrn 11M;swrnu11 : "lk is gonna hide in (loca-
111'11} itlld he"s J!nnna want you lo keep the en­
emy's heal1' d,l" n all niiht. I "111 make another 
.111L·mr1 ·10111orw" Ill get in touch with them and 
10 1l·,,1\cr thl·m." Then he \W1trhed call signals . 
"l.1~ht-lhrce. it's Two-F1H·r. mer. Eight-Three, 
Two-hver. over." Pau-.c . "Charo. Two-Fiver . 
O\·er. Chico . Two-F1\"er, over." There was a long 
pa11~e. and 111 a lower. d,~cournged voice Holl­
ing,worth !..lid: "No contact with Chico or Eight­
Three as of this hour. Two-Fiver, out." 

HAROLD ELLITHORPE 
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·R>' DOS TATE 
krl_-H_or• ltell Wrll,r . ,i 

BIEN HOA, South Vittn3m - It ~"3S Mission - "All this time the NVA ";ere firln: from u,e : 
Impossible but Capt. John. Whitehead, 29, or trtts. One ARVN, ho!d,1:~ onto Riplt'y'1 ,kids, 
East Point, Ga., did It. ,ns shot in the back and lt:11 off. Then another · 

The mission: land his light observation one was kno-.:ked of:. 
"Loach" helicopter on a red-dirt road near ··1 was tryina; to pick It up but my ahip 
battle-ruined An Loe and pick up three Ameri- wouldn't mo\·e. A Loach 'l''ith the en;ine u-

,: can military ad\·isers y,ho with 13 South Viet• mor we carry Is built to carry '"'O people, just, 
namese soldiers were surround('d by North two. It'll carry more, but not this many more . 
Vietnam('se (NVA) firini from the cover of "There were 11 JXOple piled on and ban:ini 
rubber trees on either side of the ·road. • · •• 

11 
Th . 1 b k ' th-

. •. - . . . a O\'U. e American aeri?t'ant n ac w1 
. One chopper had exploded 1n _the air try1ni th<? bloody ~andage around his bud weighed 
,t. Others had ·been rtpeatedly dri\·cn away. 

2 
d.s . If 

-10 poun by h1mse . 
The soldiers on the ground were despc?rate, 

. y.·ounded men ,,,ho had been in the jungle for "I was mad and helpless. All my instru-
: days evading the enemy. f\ow th!!y wert · du6 ments had a;one wacky. We were kickin,: up 
. in under a big log bes ;dc the road. and th!! clouds or red dust. le Clashed in my mind that 
:: enemy was being kept off their harks only by . this time I h:id struni:: it out too far. I figured 

a d:iisy chain o( American air strikes around . th is was it . nut I 1 :.-irtl'd kirking the Loach'• 
• them. . : pcd:ils, &ryin, to aet in the air just for a mo-

C.ipt. Whitehead de\'iscd a plan with Lt. Da- , mt'n~. 
! vid Ri;iley, or Vidor, Tex . Cart. \\'hitehead "Suddrnly it s::irtr.1 to m0\'C, ju(t a litt le 
: would zip in first. His gunner . . S~: . R:iy Wa ite b ;t. I krp: lm k1:1~ . Th(' sl11p was ,himmYing 
. or Windsor, Conn., .,_-as to jump out, he:p tt-.e a::j ~h;i;_ ;:,;: .-. :: O\'l'r, like "~ were ~o: n~ 10 

Amer icans into Lt. Rip:ey ·, full uw1:ig Lo3 ch. p,1r rt\·r ts. Bu t it ,t.111rd to hounrt' up and 
; Then hurry back to his own shi;> JS both cho;>- dn"·n. Theil I s: ,,t it t,1 sr;nn ing around . All 
: pers buzzrd o'.f. c 1rect1nn:i ! ccntrol \\J\ lo,t. The V1rtnamr~e 

There " ·as another problem. hO\\Her. Capt. were a li hJns:1n;:: orr the ri::ni side and the ship 
Whitehead saw it as ,oon ■ s he raced in O\·er was leaoin:: s :de"·ays. • 
the trees, with ground fire po;>p:r.:: around 
him, and ,at his little ship down 0:1 the road . 

The problem was somethin:; c:il led ansci:-,ct 
for sur\'1\'a l. ThC'Orec ica! lv, the South Viet­i namese "ere to be pic ked u;> IJtrr and o:i:y 

i1 the Americans lilted out in t i:e LoJche... . , • 

. A LoJ ch is a small cr:i(t 11.-uh a bu bb:e no.-e. 
a~out as sturdy as a baby bu;. ,w. Bu t those 
blood ied . exhausted . ,he li -pc,u :1dcd \ ':ctnamese 
knew tha : to be left beh ind " ·as a lmost cer­
ta :nly to die. 

"They all ran out fro m behind that log in a 
wild rush. all 18 or them." sa id Ca;>: . White­
he ad. "They lun~ed at the a ircraf t, clawing .-it 
each other . It was ~1.-im . I told Waite to 
po int his 60 (machine gun) 111 . the Snu:h Vic!-

: ·namese to giye the Americans a chance to get 

'I was mad and helpless. 
J figured this was it.' 

on, hu : not to shoot them . The ARV:-: jumped 
bJck and the Arr.ericans p;led in the bJck: 
sel: ." 

The \'1ttnamese twisted of~ Sgt. Wa ite's ma: 
•· chine- g-~n be:t a:,j p:.: lled h im to the 2round. 

He fou;:hc his way b:i~k to 1!1 c Lo:ich .ind then 
the Vietn;im~se cl imbt'd all O\·e. , s.:reamin:;, 
crying, trying to ge: or. . 

''R ipley. righ: beh ind rr.c. toud·. e:! do· . ..-n on 
the roac for 1 5t'Cond, r-;iw wh:. t was ha;,;-,c-n• 
Ing . and took off aga in. t.:.it no: llc: :orc l,\e 
ARVt-. Jumped on his ,h ,p. 

"\'.'e wert spinn :n;: around ar,d around ui the 
c:;,: 11;.;e so111c: :h11i:: crazy and th"n \•.r;-,t 
l>o~n .:- ini o!( down tt-,e rvad. I he:aru ,n!! NVA 
firing as "e bounc('d 16, 12, IJ timt"s i;:o ini 60 
ya ~.:is do·.rn the rvJd and all the l ime the 
ARV~ v.ere st,11 han~1n~ onto the sJ..11h, and 
on:o the le~s o( the Amer ;car.s . 

I cou:d see tht' trees ah.:!nd and knt"w I 
wasn't ,::o ing to make ii so I s t.ir.l'C doini: 
the5c! circ!es abou : live !~t off tht' groi..; nd . I 
C:o:i' t know h 1>11· n:a r. y ;Y..'(ij': e dr .:>r;ir d oii, but 
R1pl('y - he w.:is c:rcl111; .;ibo\·e me - 10:d me 
there were only n ine on now - only nine -
and ,omeho~· "'e s:arted co lift. 

'.'About 2~ feet in front or us an ~VA in a 

. . ~- _'. : ·ceonunued on · ra,/•10)-.-,- ••• , • .: • 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

dirty i:rccn uniform ran out and firrd po:nt 
blank at us with his AK 47. O1hers ran out .,II 
alon: thr treehne and be1:.in hrin1; . 

"J knew J was t.1king hits . I could hc:ir the 
mcial just h·arin~ way, like popcorn pt1ppin:;. 
\\'hrn thC'y're ri;:ht underncalh it's a sirkrnint 
feelin:: whrn thry open up on you. We 1onk a 
round in the fuel tank and -t>t;:an spcwin;: ~as. 
We took two SI calibrr m.irhine gun hits in 

the rolnr bl,1dc-s, hut we were still flyint . 
The li:tle bu:;,:y wouldn't quit. 

·B~OOD SI\TliRATES SHIP 
"Another round came ni;ht up thru the 

pc-dais past • me, thru the Amrrk.1n srr­
~e.int's hand in back and blooJ bk-.v all 
O\·er thr windsh :eld . By now the sh ip was 
uturatcd with it. 

•·1 was ha\·in:; a terrible time cor:trolin;: 
t)·,'e aircraft. We sta;:gcred just up over the 
trtt-tops ahout a 100 feet, still leanin~ side-1 
Then this one ARVN cnwled up from the 
r:J:ht sl.1d and tritl.l to crawl in with me . But 
thtre was no way to Gtt in . Got one arm 
wrapp~d around me, then 1he other ,: n:erlocked 

1 'lurh my arm . E\'eryt1me he heard shoorin;: he i 
trird to crav. I in furthrr. He was abour to 
make rr.e wreck the sh ip. which was wobb:y 
and s:iak ;n; . I co;.ldn't get any more al:i1ude, 
the er.;: ;ne scen:cd about to <;uit, and this GUY 

• bad me ill a c!eath grip. We were a!rc.ac!y • 
leaning so far to the right th3t if he pulled my 
steering arm one more inch we were going 
into trees . 

"I kepl )e! ii::g in my rad io lo my command­
ing of Leer (f l) .ni in ano:her chopper O\·er­
head) th.ii if I co..i lj Gtt to this latle bastard 
on my rij:hl I wou ld beat the hell out oi him. I 
sa id 1( we e\'cr landed I was i:o :ng to tel out 
and just beat the living hell out or him . 

'HANG O~ OR DIE' 
"But l'\'e got to hand it to all or them . J 

clrai;ged them 18 miles thru the trees, all 
wounded and bleeding, and they had the guts 
to hang on . It wu h11ng on or die. 

, 

this poor Jillie guy, ,ot orr. He was the sm.ill- I; 
t'st or them all . The others just rcn off the 
chopl)('r and collap,;cd. But I lookC'd al him 
and he was like some half~kad lillle animal -
rC'd-ryed, filthy rlirty, blooJ wakC'd all over his 
front, and just i..,rt or !.tandini: there weavint 
and lookin; at me. Thrn he rlaspcd his hands 
to;:rthrr, bow·cd h11i head, and collapsed ." 

R;i,k al 111, r.1C'n llna hai.e, Capt. Whitrhead 
w.1~ ;1sl.rd wli,11 w,1uld happen 1( he had to do 
it a:I O\Tr ai;am. llr ~aid : 

"I ,l11n·1 knuw if I c6uld do it a,:ain. Yeah, I 
wm,IJ o,l 1t .i~a .n, but I don't know ir I'd make 
1t th ;s tur,r . The more I think about it the 
more ridiculous it seems." 

Dream or not, Capt. Whitehead has been 
awarded the Silver Siar for bravery and rec-
ommended for the Medal of Honor. i • 

l 

.. 
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.:,..1 Army Cobras 
('~ Blast Tanks 

· l 
: Near An Loe 
i Army/Bell AH -lG Cobra helicopter gunships 
f firing 2 .75-in HEAT rockets destroyed a 
1 number of S0V1et-built T-54 t 55 tanks oper­
J ated by the North Vietnamese army during 
1 ,treet lighting in An Loe Apr 13-15 Two 

~ tanks above were hit dur ing fighting on Apr . 

, Field Artillery. a unit of the 3rd Brigade. 1st 
Cavalry O,v . Tank in foreground has been 
knocked out . Note burn,ng tank In rear. Al 

1 left 1, a closeup of the destroyed tank, 
showing what appear, to have been cam­
oufIa9t- material attached to ,t During the 
per,ocl from Apr 1 through M11y It . w11Ir.t1 
lnr.h•cled the lighting arounrl An I o r: 11,11 
1111il cl111med 10 Soviet -built hrn~~ 1ln~fl•1y•<o l 
,.,,.i 1111.,lit&, Iii• dtt111 ■g"'d , ,.,. ,t,,~t,11r•ol 

l;-11,ks lnt:luded lour PT -1• "'"""''"""" .... . 
t,1,,11ta All the real ..,.,,1 T·&•,t,t,, 11111 111111 

IOCL lOCl 
Ii AVIATION i/E~_.K 22 AfaJL 

, . . , 
• 

•''"" "'•;•1tt1d Ill 1,uo-ll'lf lfli•l, ... ,..,J . ,-,J ; .. , '- • 
dam111111il , IIWIIO tlrilA IWR •n11 -a1rcr1II u,,na 
and a "u191ber .i 1910r\afl, rockel launchera 
and light artlllery. _,- • 
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T-S4t55 bums in the streets ol An Loe. (above) blocking the path ol a second tank . which also was destroyed . Below, another T-54155 was 
destroyed alter its Cfew apparently attempted to conceal it by driving ,t mto a building . Army has moved to increase its anti-"Cank capablhty 
by bringing add11lonal Cobrai; , equipped with Hughes TOW anll-tank missiles. into South Vietnam (AW&ST May 15, p. 18) . 
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H.;ACQUARTER!i, 3RD Df\;OJDlt (&E: •RA'nU 

1 
' - - • 1 ICT CAVALRY DIVISIQN (AIRMC~ ,El -

o,PICS o, THa COMN.,"i~INO c;; • fllAL' •. 
APO MN l'~C&,1C-.P- •, i . 

I .. I)_ . 

AVDACG 

SUBJECT, 

(·, 
' . J • ' 

f' Apr~ _I 1972 

Letter of 'Conmendatlon 

, 
Conmandlng Off leer • • 
229th Assault Helicopter Satta1fp~ 
3d Brigade (Separate) 
1st Cava 1 ry DI v Is I on (AI rmob 11 e) 
APO San Francisco 96490 

• I 

,. 

I 
. I 

,. 

t. I w I sh to take th Is oppor tun It y to 1 ,nmen,; your/ organ I• 
zatlon for the significant contrlbutlon · ··t ha,i made, to the 
history of the US Army and Army ii 1,latlo1 1durl,.i9 thei period 
of 4 through 13 · Aprl1 1972. The r,erolc 1ctto.,1s.of /rour 
aviators have contributed lnmeas,Jrably ; ·1th~ pvera 1 suc-

.. 

cess of the ARVN so 1 d I ers and US ~dv t SO/ ; def ( nd Ing An Loe. 
The successful evacuat'1on of apprqxlmat, . lY 6,,~00 ARVN troops . 
and refugees from Bu Dop, while under 11 ;ense antl~lfrcraft. 
fire was both a tactical as well i,s a hj .; ~anlt,rlan l vlctory. 
Heavy automat I c weapons f I re di~ not de- j Jr YO\t trpop- ~:..-- . 

• carrying he1 lcopters from performlng c~ ~lcal reinforcing • , 
missions at Nul Ba Den end An lqc 1 The [Ire \Upport ·· • 
rendered by your attack hel !copters fr~ ! both cavalry 
troops and the aerial field artlqery b '. ~tery was pivotal. 
In tipping the scales In favor c;.f the d '. fend~1 ·s bn numer• 
ous occas Ions. • 1 ! 

2. The contributions of your 01ytttandl ·g mal11tenance 
organization during this period w~re ke • ton, sslon success, 
While flying a total of 4,018 hours, wh i~h e>,11;eeded the • 
USARV standard by 1,678 hours, ro~r avl j tlon f!\alntenance 
pe:-sonnei maintained an scimlrab e 62,S 1jercer1,· operational 
readiness rate. Th:s :-e.-n.?rkab!t: J?ircrc:1 :; t .;v4,

1

flabll lty rate _ .-­
Insured tr.at air E.ssets were al\/ors av~ : iab1~;· tu iupport 
the tactical situation, The mora e, e~Jrlt, 1,no .professlona1 
com;>eter.ce d I sp 1 ayed by thos~ hµrdv.•orid,, g po1•~10nne 1 have been 
outl_tandfng .throughou~ th-fa crlp~al P•, )/ lod. ,, . I 
, . • I I . 

• I I • I • ; I • f • 1 1 t I ' • ,;. • • t ' • 

I • • I I , • ' , , • ' j · II f ' • I ,, I 

I • I • t • , . • ' ' I I . • I I I I •• • , I . ' . t • 

• •• • I 1
1

• ' •. I I ; .. 1 f . 'I ' I I - 1· I I .· , I ' .,. 

• ' I I • . I • • ' I I ' . I : ., • I • f . I• . • I. 
·' • :, uci,· 1ooi ·Li:.T J.'ER oF coi:-'I.NDAnoN ·' 1 • , · : • 

I . 

·, ,, 

j 

',.,_ 
1, 

.r · ,. 
I . I ~ 

I 
. 

·, 
1 

4: ., 
\ ... . 
' · •· · ··, . ' 

I ' 

• ·• (. r 
' :, ' 

I r·. ~ 
f . 

I 
~ 

I I 
I 

I I 

' ' 
.' 

t· .' 

;. • 
~ 
I 

_, . I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

¥/ ' f , +•' o; F o; o a \ : ) ~ • t I , • I • ' • ' • . , · · ... · ·r .. . • ..... , ..... --...-, . · ' :" · ,v ... ·111c,,• ir 1•'!l"r~~~"""'!'911".l""",...,....,--r'l~-_, • '.. '1 ; ., , ;; .· : _I, , •·:·•• , •. • • •· ·• ·'1 ·-J.,,r :,,. • i! _,·;r,• -A·· f , :f ,. . , , 
• • 1.r • • ' I I . ' , •• f • •_. · • t. . I • ' ,1 :: • • : ~ 



: t 

I 

.1 . \ 

~ 
1 

I. 

• AVDACG 
SUBJE_CT: ~etter of Comnendatlon 

; 
I -, 

· ;~-~ .. :..~.-- 3. · Hls-slori -·accompllshments such as- these can only be per• 
formed by well-trained, highly motivated personnel. Again, 
let me comnend y~u and each of your men for their magnlfl• 
cent display of cour•re, compassion, and professlonails~. I 

The FIRST TEAM wlll a way• exist as long a, It MS men bf 
your cal lber. • ' • 
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Brigadier General Jamee 1. Hamlet 
,3rd Brigade, 1at .Ur Ce.v DiTiaion , 

I I'- · 

I . . 
' 

.tPO &Ill lranciaco, C.lltornia 96240 i 

'~ 
I ,': 

I , 22 'June ,m 
I .' 

i . -
General Hamlet, on behalf of the offic,r• and ~n ot the III! ilr 

I 
DiTiaion, I viah to convey '1II¥ deepest ,ppNclat~on tor your per-_ 
aOQal concfr: and aaaiet&nce in extracting the ~•ceased crewpen 
of our Cli-4 , lour kindneu will alwaie be Nmrberod bJ' -
ottioere a men ot this organiKtion. .. _ . ·_ __ • ··-. I I . , . -· · - -

- -~- ----=-/~ -:-: · I part1c~rly thank your aviators ·. Ttutir bold ~d -~ourage I 

I : 

.- • • • action.,..on 15 June 1972, indicates great peraons.~ motivation nd 
pride in their profession. Because ot their braver;y, .the. 

• .families are now able to properly inter their loved onea. ,. 
I 

My sincere thanks and appreciation for your err orta vhich made 
this operation a success. ~ convey to 7our cqurageows arl.atora 
'lll:f appreciation and thanks for a taak vell done.J • . 

HUYNH BA TINH, Colonel, VNAF 
Ce&nmaoder, 3rd .Ur Division 
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LTC ~cConnell dintineuishoo himself on 19-20-21 June 1972 while scrvine 
ao Ccim"111.nrler of tho hnllcoptl!r o!'loP.t::, nupr,ortinc the 1at A1rborie ilriende, 
A1rbc,ne Vivic1on, Army' or th(.; .lcpublic or Vietn1•D1. Tho 1st Abn Tldo's 
micniori w,JF. to mova frorn An Inc, Ri.nh Lone Provin~e, RV~ n 1 nnc Hichwny 13 
to the vicinity of Ton Canh X'r 75~762 for Air extrnotion, Tho 1Rt Abn 
fl'le -,ncncAd in tiorco, brutal, fichtinc vi th ttn enomy ret'.linont in blU1kAra 
alone QL 1.3 und the plck1Jp zono. Due t.o tho ho:1vy fit:hUnr: nn1l intonno 
eround-tn-nir fire d1 rcctn,I tow:,ru:1 tho hrJlfoupl.crs, the pfokup ~ono hnd 
to 00 rolocat.rvl on two ,arrcrent, oc:c11:!1.onn avon thouL'h no pi~kup WIIS 

uwie on t.he 10th ,mi 20th ,Tune, nu() to heavy cround att:ick11 ncninst the 
1ot Airbonc Brir,lltie, L'!'C McConnell utj]izod all the helicopter u.'.lsots 
ot his cr,rnmnrid to os!lfot in turnlor hack thfl enemy nttnckA. Throurh<'ut 
thflno two .JH.)'3 trc McConm· U flow fro ,:, oarly morntn~ to ln t.c even inc in 
hio C-'.C, coor,1 t,wl.ine ,d rot.rikon, 11rti l h,ry fti•, :, cobra Rl.l°J~,,rn 1Lr•1l ni.t' 
c11v11lry opc,rot,jonn, Durlr.1; t.ho~c twn ci11yA r;rc McCcrnnoll contln110 ,1nly 
clo<lr:c,I hw,vy r::.11111 nr1:1s rlrti, '30 r.:il., 50 c:,1, flro nnd t,!11 . n,·w hc11t 
nooklnr. [',A-'/ n,10:110 ,it, low lovol fli,:ht to unouro proper c,,ordinnt.lon of 
all ni,uotn. On t.tio 20t.l, or Juno thn ,rnti-nirc:rnft fir,1 waR Au lut.cn:;o 
thnt. tw0 liollcoptcr c•mnhi.p:i w1•r1-:i Hliot down wlthin nt.lnuto.n by Sfl-7 1 R. 

Tl11·ou,)1out thiH LTC McConnell CClnt.in,1ed t.o stuy on 8L11tfon, flyinc low 
level to u::i3is1.. in th,: senrch for the down craft. Undotcrrccl by . t.ho 
licuvy fire L':C NcConnol l conti.nucJ tho scurch unt.il both downod nlrcruft 
woro locut.0<l unu r,round troop~ u>ulri bo euided to tbc nircrnft. On 21 
Juno T.'l'C McConnell, n~nin flyin f'. C,,C, oocnn t.itc direction of th,; 1:mc­
cc:s11ful oxt,r,1ctlori the) 1.nt Airbono 'fri :·>tdfl. A[~uin the pickup :::un,'l w11s 
r inl'.o,1 by lnr1,o, de ~Ol'r.linoJ e11eniy force. nnti:rr, inc11 to nccl>: pli~h the 

' r.ii:-.don L'i'C ?:cC01111cl l, brav.in: : t h,! cn.;c,y continuous ho11vy /'TO,~; :J to air 
fj_rn, kopt, hi3 hnlicoptcr ovnr -:-.he; pi.c!,up zone coordinati11L t ho con­
tinuo u:1 uirstrikos, helicopter el.i.n::;hip.'.l urtillcry nnJ ,d r cnv.:i.lry to 
s·J: i!Jrcns the encr.iy fire. At:'iin two rr.or-e c,..mf;hip3 vcrc shot Jowr, by the 
~A-7 missle~ en,J &.s before Ll'C lkConnell exposed his aircruft to the 
hei.vy fire to direct the success!\11 &.ir rescue of the downed crc.mien,oers. 
7hro0enout th£: rc:::.:i.inder cf the d:iy as the air extraction continued LTC 
:'. cConr,ell repeatedly ex!X)sed his Fiircr&ft to insure the !;UCC.?ssful air 
ext ractior,. I.TC i:cCor.,"1ell 's efforts and bravery were heavily responsible 
for t~P. crc~t success of the air extraction and the heavy arr.cunt of cu~­
ualitie:; t r, e e r.e-:r.y suffered, There were 96 enm:-.y killed during the three 
duy of fiehtine vi t h 32 enemy kille:d by hir support of 1111 types ary9 two 
pe·..1•s incl wi:.::e n:-i er,ein:., company cor.-;,::mcler, L7C i-'.CConnell's re ;1r.11ted 
acts of bravery of t ::e 19th, 2Jt.h J..::-, .:: ar.,1 e::;pecially the 21nt of June, 
'wE:r <: un ir,:;pirtitior, to all .... ~o ser'v'cd ,,,,i:,h hi.;n. His fellow RViRtors, 
·i.ns0ir<=d by t :• i~ e:.cnwple: of d&.rinc bravery, leadership and dAtormina-
t ior, to nccorr,11linh the min~ion, 11c1dr, t.r ,c l ar:nin flow into the houvy on0my 
fire to o..icco!lafully co::ipleto the ext.ruction of the 1st Airbono flricnde. 

.. 
!IC... 

IK:L lOEl 
~ 

(.k--c.5).._ 

C!.JLRF. ;,CE E. OONAWSG.N 
Ucp Sr Adv 
1::;t Abn u.:ie (ARV,~) 
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As t.~~ US cMMi~:-tor bew~er:: Vt:: :~•l"li· Jlv~ c-~('ln "' ":~\?! .!~~:r.·-.nlt Fali­
cc,r,n:.~r 'a-!tt~lior, (AH~), Jd B-k, 1~t C::·1, 1 er,~•· -:- ~-1 ,h 1•·~•-::rt'\.or·• -r-i 
~,-:: 1,rAetion cf' t r oops f'ro1r. viefr11 't.t or !m I.oc, 'R'\.r,~ lnr,: 7rc ,•✓ 1:,ce, 2.2-~.; 
JunE: 197?.. 

Fro~. 0600-1615 hou!"s, 22 Juna, r,:1< l.'!tl ~ . .,, .,!hi<,H:il 1:c-~➔<2 ·::rt,, .. ., (- ) :!.;:d 
two ir:f:!.'l 1.rv oott..-.liN, Wi'.Y'f! ,, irl5 !'tr-•l ;-... <.. ..,, T •• ~ jnf" .•,o !~;• ::c-r-. '1':.r :"li ·r.t 

• • ( ,.,or. •'-"-, • • .. {"" -r, , I ) ';' 
()") ·)rO"C~ •.Jz:,!; low 1evei. frn·· t,'-F :1.r ~. I 15 ) 1.r.1 t:•c. .!., ••• ' r·c-1, • J.1-
.: A 

t.:l')U~~: =-~ ,_ f 1 i:; '- z,:.~hs W~!'I ._ ••• ,.~...,:, ~- f c11,·r-y f'r,;:~is-~•1 t:-ic ~i:-cr:.:'t \,;'I<:,~ 

::. loir~v:,· v:,J.,; 11) f')!' r~rr t0 ire lu·ir ?? • ' 51 C" , ,,rj ·,•11,,, ' • !.' :. , . ... . , 

Jr~ -~zJit.t .. o"" v:-., '!.<~•;: ,..i .... , ,~. -i .. ·, •• -·· -~ !~,~~C<'•·;-~1 .. 1; ~ ... :,, 
!'~'o:~ ~ ~· , • • :;• ""· ·.·<...•a ... ).r- ► 1,. "" " : ·,ir-c·r:~ ... , .. rr,: 1

,•'"; . \ ... _,_,. 

v: ..,;-", er--_. .. (. c·n ,;~·! ., f !'i.:.!""u! :'le::,:", r, • ··c n!.: .T . ;-c~r.rr~ll, 
G!:. !:'•!"r-.;t C . .S••:.,~, i"?C ,)'.• •.·~ .. ~:,r ·r ,!/ • rry '.;;. 'l-,r·.,"r:, i..:, 

"i ~• :r; .. _,. :c ,t ,,., •:·rd ,,.or : ,,,•i•c,•1·· 1 ,.,,t !' • ·r • J •p,• ~.. "'·• v, rPd 
·.::re.: :r.1, ,! , 'J.r• , '"' lr,1., r 1 ·, :or:" ,, ,,~ ., . ,. , ·: _..,.· 1 • ,._ 
.,. ,· I. fr,r <; fi~"· Irr· :J°' ~ •:u,, ..,.,.,, ... •. , ..... , r ! i .... ''.h• r,,,. j :~, 

Cnor·:r: :;r !.i ~t, !1• ; r-o,,t.rr~ . •". ,, 

,:,,.o- Cf:):) t" 1?15 •:.nll:"~ , '.'?: ,T -~-, 1- •• P. :;< .:.::~; ·•i"' lif':F! 1 :.:- ;;-cx4-1•,r,!y 
c--~ I' • • ... ♦ • • .. ... \. :ic~ . . :-o~ . ....:..1 .. !'le ... o .i~ ..A,c :1 .... "'- c~~~:-:1ct,:, ... \.i :---.e?: . .:· .. 2 •.,.:<.: .,:-, ~lct•r.!r 
:-':.~':1:..:!..1:- co/1C<'~l,: " .. :P. r:. • - r.~:;, ~::•' • ~ -c l9c?·~rt:: "'--'e '!"~ ~ - ~r ~,;Q 0:t ~u­
~c·~ ~ ~-\ c \JPD( 'O!"H:; f ~rr 1 • ,.:c.-,. f'X;-'"3F.~ ~:, h~~V:" ir:1i---f-c;~ ""i~~ ·:_ ... ":t!°:r :.z. 
':'~t : w::,· t":°.:n.:F.,..: t!"!re~~ ~i;.~s; !')i'')\:FV r., . .. i-.r~~:i ""',,: ~~:··- 11t:_f- ~'"' _ 

•: ··,e~ . ?::.- r~cuc COVPT cc,·~h•_,·:-.•1 ._, ; r,· : ~c ;i!\ ,,-,.··:"· .... i·•.•:::l' '.!" ~oc 
::re~ -:: 1 rc- ir:C!"P"~tt:l_ t::e b:iz:rr)::; ~I),..·: . .:. .. ·.-c:1-:,.t:- •J~~~?•rft~. ':'!!C: de1i-
c~ti:..,:-., ve.lo~, t_:-.i F.,.r:~e.:~i~::: ::i::T"" . .:i~ __ -_ ; ,., ... ! tP..i b;r t!.t: ·:c• 0

.:''-'•Y.s ~~ t-:.e 
~2<:'t! . .'.!:9 :Lu-ir.,, 22-2J, Ju."e rcf~.r;ct::: :.!"~!'.:. crr,jit t.,::-or. t;;,:• teh·e~, t:-.eir 
-...r.:.t, ~- 'i the .::-.1::.e.i 3 t~t£s A.·r.,J··. • ·,• . . . , 

• ~j~-
• , ...... -.., ., '"'I"'!"~, .... --

,.-.. J -·. ~ -·· ..J -. . T ~,-. T .... 
-- .JI ..__ -S::.. 52nd ?.c:~T 

Info Removed by VNCA 
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Ngny 16-6 vtta qua, Ttung Tudng -
NGUYEN- \'AN-_MINH Tu-L~nh 

Qulin Khu lll ki~ vung 3 Chi ~'n 

Thu; t do bii't th&n cling ~t ~ 

gioi chlfc htfu trach vie~gtham Th~ 

XR An - Loe ndi de chicn-!!i la vtia 

giJi ton xnng ap ll,lc c1r11 djch quful 
- , , 

snu 68 ngoy W thu. 

Cuoc t.hiim vir~g nny <1n 1nm ntfc 

l orlj! vn gay nii-;n tin l1Jdnr:chocnc , ___ ,. , 
chit'n-si <1a vi t\11 - 1..)c ma chirn 

rln(. thifn~ l11i c11t;i c11ng . 
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._ :::.fii; \' -+ ~~ . :i :~~. >:•, • '.-i-:1~"• ~.-~:-: ~, ; •... : _;·· - .. 
- ~ _j - . f!,. -, J~~t~-6 . .. .-..:_j':,) .,:~H.&;--· • ~-.--:- •·t .:-~-.- .' . • 

?} -i:>!· !-:.··J;)1·)(i\.~~<>'. <: •• ·:_·· •• . . 
.• . :ft :·· ~:~i-:t~~:~~ ;!t~:Co::~e 6r~::n~!tt~an b~!~:, D~1/~r.-:i:l;!9

' • · 
_-::- ~~ -· - .. '_ / ~ :-:·tra1i'iiu -~op to Song Be·. • · • ·. /'. · 
J • • ,. -~1V• Ba7 run on ground at Cat Lo Bridge, pitting CBU around 

·_ ~~ "'' ~~ - .'ii .. .- ,-.. ~~~~cti~'*-lng With LOH a!ter_CBU. 
_f!f-L.t~.t~ iOSJ:.Jio~-;-~ :-J)CO-A: : .. · Jat received~ vicinity of, XT72'fl, unk dam. AH-:-lG 

•• ( .t .. ~~ '.<:~ ·, -... :. • • ... ·" • ~/229 .. ' . . 
• - '·i~~~4t~\ "\ ·:·~~:: ... •, ... ~-~1:?J--~~i~~rs ~t Cat lo Bridge rescued by D/229 and 75th 

• ~-·. '. f _ ·1wipz.-alt ,~'.tnticall3: Vounded u}:Xiate to· follcw. .,. .. , . : •.·· } ;!J: ~~~~f,"~r ~t Sil critical, . TACE to G-3 TRAC.. By ll4(7_ 21,500 at • • 

,:{ . .· • • lllS ·b~_~:..· S-3: t • Yellow .flight bounced to TNE at ll42 for re enforcing NBD 
$ •• . '._: .QJ '.· _CIO~ a,?can~, · l CH-4~),ounced W/Chetiical people and MSN. To TNE. 

{ • 0 .l2l5 ·how-a- -- DCO-At l.OH used for extraction at Cat Lo took 4 hits SA and 
t . _ : Sl -c.al~ ._-.: Qarr1ed 3 U.~., -_.4, ·.-ARVN, _pilot ' and f!UIU'lCrs total 9 people. Pilot 1( 
t •V CP'l' Whiteh~, Gunner SOT;~a.it's. • 
:' ·123.5 houro -- DCv-lJ: Fuel situation critical at S.H. 6000 ,~:i.l utled Lftween 
•· .U.15 .and .l22S 11unt requctlt ,-c~upply. 15,000 reque:.;tcd enrlier not . enoui;h. 
~- • • l255 hours . - Yel101t tli&ht ;present at TM-1- ~ checking out mountain, if 

. . . 

l 

I . i 
! 

.· I 

l 

ever,thin& b OK vUl pit in RF Co. ,, 
lJlO hours - S-)s First lift into NBD .LZ Gr.een . • First lift taking· off, 
laat ahip took tire UH-lK 1tbm pilot vounded. 
lJ45 hours - DCO-ls Sitrep An Loe; FAC put~in,g in airstrik~s. Destroyed 
vUl&ge IT 805765 vith !ST -in BN. Now attacking l2anm positiol'}s XT ,719910. 
lJ40 hours --0/229: 34th ·-1.vn Bn received GAF vicinity trung Hup XT 622315 

· gurushipe and aedevac cavering ship down t:ll1k- u;iit3 aircraft at .X'l'. 6131. 
J.450 hours - 229th l.vnf CH-47 and Cl23 1 s ·movint heavy :equipr:en~ report 
perecnnel will !inish. in 90 minutes. • 
1500 hours - DCO-A: • D/229 situation is J AH-lG and 1 WH o'perational'.' at1d 
nee(jeq. tor tire support.• . • 
1531 hours - S-.3: LOH !ran GS Flt received unknown II of l}J..F at ·t1u1 Ba Dinh. 
l hit, neg injuries~t1)}:·-f{:1f :, . •, ·,;;, ·' '. -' - • ·:· .. : . ·. · 
1545 hours - Nui aa~-D1hh"f;, 'last lift canplete; 90 replaceme~ts on mountain 
will clear top o(Piountain• 'so that wounded can be extracted· ana resupply 
can go in. Last lift/ rece;iyed GAF. • 
1545 hours - DCO-~:--~;~.;r~~ir,,c;;1;aft completely destroyed and burning no need 
to secure aircraf~~f .. ,:.:' ~ f-'. • ., • 
1605 hours - ARTY~-' ·-:t/9 l.OH down at XV 97""J.290 cause unk GAF in area; 
Pilot trapped in A/C-; gunner wounded and trying to get pilot out DCO-A en-
route with gunships. • 
1625 hours - 1/21:: ~.Al+ A:jj!,y- out of Ba Dop: Another home to move people. 
1627 hours - S-3: -..u~:iH· and 1 AH-lt;} t,ook h~ts on last lift into ED.. l 
UH-lH will have to be slung out. No replacement A/c" required. Elcpect 
ccmplete about 1800 J-500 VC reported SW of ?-.13D. 

··l.645 hours - DCO-A: Pilot of F/9 I.OE KIA, going in W,ll-~edevac now coo.plete 
at 1700. 
1705 hours - CH-47 enr.oute to b.H. frn~ ~.B. 1;3.nded on road due to mecha­
nical difficulty. Continued flight W "'Cobra "cover. 
1800 hours ~ S-3: In .30 minutes resuppiy an exacuation of NBD will begin. 
1805 hours -S-J.: Going in after 6 U.S. wounded, 11 ARVNwounded.' 7 U.S. 
okay. 
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:i~.:R. •• • :·_ .,,-, .. ~.-. . .. . ,- , .. . . / ·· . • ' . .,,J;j.f,I N t,;'t:.,·~· , . -~ ·-:, '· ·• : .r.; ·, · :, . 

iti, :}ry't. ::, -J ?{ :_. 
;·~t,;:w;~ hair,_·~ . S:-3 ~ ~-}at· medevac goin~ in taking tire all the way • 
. ~i~?.?~~:.bou~ • ~ _.~ ... •~_. -.:~ng ,Be has 2 CH-47 's on the ground. On: needs engizle 
:.·I~tf:r~;~U~~~~--~~,r~J~'.~t1! dalnage, needs blade. FOL _has an air lock and 
_:~ ; ·..:: ~ .(i,c•;;t1a,,;.a~. _::.:-. • , · r i.- , , :. i-;~ - .,- . 1. ... . .... _ , , .. . 
• • '1 . •;f •~ "'l· J . ,t ...... · r'4~~ •. ";; { . -~;:: ~ -.{ .\•,..• ~- - ' • • • • • 

·.f(?.t {ti~-.ti.01:1t'"s7-~ -'.~~(~~ SQ\g Be.- . Tryu:ie to fix CH-47's to fly OJ.t tonight. 
r,,._. . ., .,_ .' . ·St,curit7 beuig · c:qot;U.:nated with Prov Chief. . • • 

• , -t/~;•:. ·a4s i~• ;~,- 5-;_3-~Jill.,l :lJ~S~ and ll .A.':iVN wounded out of NBD. . 
.. :t-~ :· :.-~21)0' }iourt~ ~-... oot ·,J~u1 ··aictraction !ran BV DOP: 1500 ARV~, 2000 civilians., 

• - 6 ·X lOS HM, ·2X lSS HCl\'S. ill remaining is &ane AR\t?Ps >rnth their families 

t 
r, 

r 

i 
f 

~d •~ui _'S~~~p-rds. -~ 
• -· • • . . ... t,:.:;· .. ·:;~i<r ,·-> • • 
9 April ~972: '. •. :.. • • 

. 0555 hou~ / ff; , socti~ F /79 nkids up for Ll i Khe. 
0605 h9UMI • r /9 ·akids up tor la 1. Kh~ 
Oc;<YJ }')ours ... DC()-.b: Ranovr: U.~. cquipncmt fran !;.ll. Airfit'Jrl and back hnul 
l'l lh 'rockct.:J ·and heat rocket~. 
1215 hour.s .- F/9: At XT 7ll863 cngaeed possib~e regiment HQ, nun::cr'ous se­
condary exp:1. • . . ! • • ,, , 

1225 hours - F/9: • UH-lR .d(!,Jn XT 7187., F/79 AFA section_ conduct VU t<> check 
situation received intens~J iAF SA; UH-lH is VNAF. 
1315 hours - D/229: XT 993567 large nUI:1ber of people, tank tracks, possible 
camo!lagued vehicle, Pl' reports much traffic 1t6vini R ·, R.AS:-1· 5 ii J FOX 4' s 
supported BDA.100' of o~inance on target. . • • 
1630 hours - 229th FO.L ahd'. rear:r. people eJ>t::acted. from s·.B. AU heat roc­
kets have been extracted !ran ~ .B. Still .rema'ani.ng are .1380•.l' 17 lb rockets, 
912 aircraft flares. , , . . • • 
1850 ho.ire - F /9: l,745H 'Xir , 087818 3 X UH-1!-l took heavy 51 cal f i re f:rom 
Tinh ligon canpound while·,on short final to pad neg hits or casualties ·. • • 

. . '.. · . . 

10 April 1972: .-
I 

I. •1• 

0420 hours - C/S i 'ffiAC requesting on Air Cav. Troop to VR road N of Ch.on 
Thanh to An loc. Contact 5th ARVN Div and 5th A!H'. Bn. Troop is to stay 
so.ith of the 80 E-W grid line. DCO-A to ocet T'dAC c/s a,t plan ta tum for 
a mission briefing •. ·... . .. . . , . 
0925 hours - DCO-A~11:"J:ns£ri,ict F/9 to stage out' of lai Khe t hey are -to rept 
to 5th J.RVN TOC for": 'up:ia te' .. and wait for DCO-A. . . 
0958 hours - D/229ff'\BDA of Y'f 051236 reveals exter.sive tur.nel ccznplex. One 
201 X 15 1 bunker un~1{ered:. '· EST recent u·se by 50-60 people. 
1015 hours - DCO-A_JiJ::f..aV.'tf, ff9··n:eet me 'on' t he strip at lai Khe·. S-J will 
have mission of ree'#Ppfyuig· barri.ir and co:rrno material to KaD usine; TR.AC 
CH-47 and should contact· G-4 TRAC verify p0sition of downed VNAF UH-lJ! 
yesterday and advise DCO-A prior to -passin~ info to TRAC. Pass to Avn Bn 

1ti.ll aviators monitor -guard : a.t all times." 
ll40 hours - F /9: :.~.1~:µ1g ·.OAF, 51 cal,' at XT"'76~713. Car.firmed location 
of dowried VNAF UH-lH at XT 765715. • 
1220 hours~ D/2?9: YT 034263, tracks of poss ible er.e~y squad moving into 
~·oods to east with pos. Rendevous spot at YT 032258 with additional pos­
sible tracks of 14 indiv moving S at YT 022267 50 fighting positions ail 
destroyed but recently rebuilt. Recent activity. Arty being employed. 
Spot sighted at l0J0. Passed to 5-3 at 12?..0. Arty shot t his area at night, 
airs trikes \olent into YT 051236 at 0815. 

( 5) 
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-~,t:- ·, · \:::~~it~·;. ,.:•· i.:~-::\:';.~r i·-i,:.:,:.tt .· · · . • · • • - • . . · ~ · 
..ft..~ ,.)!';. ·. ·•5·_~ -~~"·:·~·::i)/~.i-< m :~f" airst.rike ·a.t Y! 051236 destroyed 41. ·-1~• X 20 1 

~;;l,~:.t.: ~~~~ 14-~ ·.:~~'.~o~ out to 20 _ to 30 feet. 6'-: 8 fieht_ing :positions 
·:MJ~~-r.~ar,i~~~~~ •14fl roo'te in the area. 200 l✓• of trench around 
l ~i~ t~. I. ~ ·.-- ~ -~{f~?:•:~~:-,k"' ·.-· .. : • , ::!,· .. • .. . . • . 

(~:'-'\'jif;;-,ri~t;'~!·, · ' >.>,l.jiidrcm ;yellow !light bounced to Ta;r Ninh to pick 
(,J.:i"--"'.'.'.. ~(,"\!,t'" ' ;.. " • • • · ·,~ "'.I. _.' • -:. ;_..1. ....... _ 1/9 C t T -1 Kh 
, .: .•~ • i1.:3:-1,.~J11- • .. . , -.. .. . ~u. av a """' e. 

l
·t;JJ;f:'t\;~X,Sf~.~~f~;L~~('.:,~o.a' s _helicopter !lt:s been hit and OCC-A wounded., 

.i• _ _. ,.-; ... ,•1'.·:,."~ ... v.te m ·i•'•" -•lhe...:. --;J·~•J: ·: ...... . :· • 
• '· :.: • .".''t···;~-..,_"'·) ..... ;.~,~~~~v~\ 1 !!. ; · •• : • •• 

{

- ".<;: ~ : :1 •.--.9-t~~f': :•,f· ,.-;.t .~.,._,, ... "'J.r•·r.~.~,.~?t'J ¼ .:..· / ~ • 

•. ( ~ .~!: ~~, .. ~~ :'J!' /~ .. t~~.;: l/i~:i~~~-rr~~~1~/~•-~•~:~: ~• 1 
• ~: _: 

.· • ::.:: ::·11··•jJ1i•,1.m=·--: ~;·-::: . :'.·. : 

i :• .. ·-~:f;\:~i~~~~-~~ ~~/~~/ '.-;F ~t Yr 063296 hi~r. bir<l on~~ed with ·oreenics 'with 

I . 

'i '. · -: ._~,::-.~ .r.aul,ts/.~ :Arty ·:t.Q .be employE:d. 
_.: • .·.--'.,1·0725 "ouris - :D/229: · LOH ·in itr::n 4. Spott,,d J individui1ls on edr,e of bomb 
t. . ;-:era ter . • :<,\~ ': .:~~:\ ;:'· '. .•. ' .' ~ ,' '. . 
·f •• · , . . _- ... . :·fOSjO;l)i>ui-r~ :·~te Eut.ry: : • UH-lH from i~,.-d Cnti1p:rny recdvc<l ~l c:.J GAF·vic 
;; • · • • ·. rr 79~):jJ~~ :tim~ .r,roup l016JO. 
}-: • rf)(X) hc,ur:j ·- 'l1lAC: JJ/;>;-9 ~eikr:<1 tn f'O tu '/',iy )'!I r,h \.J< ·: ; t, :tn•I wor·k ror -~'il,h 
·/: ••• AHVN W/ar,n to find 2"/1 NVA Rect nrid ✓J. th r: VA ltc.;:: t.. !·!:::n l~Ci",p n t, or,io . 

. 105() hours·.- F/79 AFA: Yellow fli rht and Bh~ ~:.'.lx took 20 - 25 rda SA/GAF 
at YT 0.33265. •. ;£:ng w/,organics. Artillery to be er:;ploye1 VR beine ~~ up· 
by S-2 to .cover Ir OJJ285 and XT 0682~l. 

.• 1100 hourB - CG: F/9 Cev l-OH at XI' 6c67 ~~o~ted foorprints es~irr.ated 100 
individuals in possible staging e.rea usiri[;. tra.ils. LOP. F/9. · spotted fresh 
cuttin&s at I'f 615745 EST 10 ind in the lr:.st 2:t hours at X'.:.' 7,3E8 F/9 Cobras 
engaging taruc. 
1250 hours - F/9 57::i::1 rr at XT 778822. '• • , • 

I • ~ 
lJOO hours - Ite~ 12 tank dur.aged. 

• 1335 hours - DCO-A: .. ·h;t lift off fro:-r: J::...:..Tie!'lg to A:!1 ):.oc, ,. 
1355 hours - OC0-6.: 1s:t lift, frc-::-, Dau ·,:-~"5 is at An Loe: Took .in.::irect 
fire .from 82:mm and 105m."h. 1 bird r.:5. t ,,:i~ :!. check at Da , 't T:bg. 
1415 hours - DCO-A: See 1 tem 20. One bir~ :'..'it,;. }'.inor de.r.'.2.~e, .flyable 2nd 
lift enroute to An Loe. • , .,.. .... - • •·· •. •• •. • • 
1410 hours - F/9 Ll-:0: l-'edevat: enroute to L.K. to rr~.et_ DC9cl.. qustoff 'with 
DCO-A enrcute to 24th Evac. 
1440 hours - AllTY L.°'XO: DCO-A's A/C ....,as ~t 1~00 1 vie ZT 7372 when it 're­
ceived 10 - 15 rds of GAF. DC0-,". hit bet•,,een elbow and \..'!'ist. 'r-'-;,-y lose 
forea.ni below the vound. DCO-A now in O!':::r"' tinr' rec::. • 
1545 hours - CG: J..C-lJ0 engP..~ing possil:1€ 51 ct1 site at XT 776722 B::ia 
of GVN site b,,c F/9 reveals pcssible :1 cal ?03ition, pieces of body. Air-
strikes going in to area. • • 
1620 hours - TR.AC: Provide 2 cobras tc- ~"cvide cover lan~~n~ of 2 - 8 ARVN 
at An Loe. F /9 covering n:A vie J..n !:.cc- 120.)H·. 
1630 hours - 1/7 Gav: Ce ; co~nlete to Xi QJ9365 LZ green. 
1450 ho·urs - DC0-.A: 2nd lift in at ;._n Loe rE-ceive:i no indirect fire but did 

·;receiva 51 cal GA.F coming o'u.t at X':' 7326!.,4. F/7S Com·a~ (24 section encageci. 
ar,d possibly received hit. F/79 Sc;rpent cr[,~:1e ::l at ~i Ifoe but both pilots 

t t O h d be ., ··t· .... ·.:.:.~ 'f't""'!"'\ .... ,,.. ,..r.- ' .L.l,. .,,.,.T'-,r·"' bo d t go ou . ne a en s .. o . a:::i... ,•..u.,.i::.. •• ~;,.,~'.:.J. .-_rao ..,r!er ,·.:...,~ ~.ii-.. unce o 
operation). 
1515 hours•- F/9 6.t XT ?0;915 spotted 62:r-.::, ar.cl 105~-:-, beir.g car:,ou.flaeed, 
also corr:pa.ny of· troops.; Fox 4' s or. t.'le \..'ay. LO:: _took G!"~F no hi ts. 

·,._ .. ,. . 
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12 AJ:ril ~972:' · 

0900 hoors - : 229th: First lift in at An l.oc-. l'.aj Davi9sor. picked up and 
delivered to ]ied Carpet Pad. ' • • • • • 
1030 hours - D/229th: Cobra took UNK n'L.IIr:ber ot GAF at XT· 783935. Neg hits. . ,, . . . 
Air strike conducted lli.th UNK results. . ', . , • ,,•. • • 
1050 hours - '!RAC: F/79 heavy section bounced from lej, Xhe to XT 3475 to 
support 8th ARVN AB?; Bn in contact. • . , ,. 
1115 hours - DCO-A: 3 X f/79 Cobras are OFCOK to D/229 · ' • • 
1135 hoors - 'lRAC: Request ?-:AX to escort lffiD:SVAC to YS 565680 ms~ complete 
at 14200. . :-·~,· . .. • 
1235 hours - T'.dAC: F/79 AFA section suppcrting Ct.her .--e:e?r.ents · of ARVN ABN in 
contact at .XT 764668. , ~· 
1750 hours - D/229: Spotted one man ru.~ning ~ open area, er.gaged by Cobra 
Uf.K results. 
2230 hours - S-2: F/79, YS 6168, YS 6267, w:1ile in support of USA.1:lV individual 
training group (UITG) contact, engaged unknow:1 "'size in force. 03 X UTIG 
killed, 14 UTIG wounded 4 In KIA. • ~ , . 
2300 hours - Nighthawk airborne. . 
2325 h.ours - YT 0554io53 I0S spotted lights on headir.g of 0547 1-:ils, • distance 
5890 meters. Arty to fire b area. Nightnawk will check. 

. . 

:13 April 1972: 

0655 hours - 'IBAC: Need i:::unediate assistan~e ir} An 1.oc. Request 1 Cav Trp 
and 1 heavyfire team ASAP. Heavy cont~ct S~/.,of An .Loe. FAC reports heavy AA 
on 51 cal apd 2lmn type. Skids up D/229, F/79 at 0745 . 

(?) 

..... 

. . 



• itt,jf{) :}_> ·. •. • • 
~1~·:~{t;';;:..,;!,,.j~ .·houi• _;.,. Ca ·or D. 1-7 ca:iplete at 1010. Eeg&.n at oa30. 
~ };~~~;~~i~~'Q.'~Cr~ f ·:1r,:·~ :~~et:s ~delivered to Ui Kile. Will be used for tank-

• :t:Jl-i;.;r-i::!•.da:u..er ?lili11caa/ • . ,·f ~~? • ~ • . 
. . -~~;~N?~~~~=-:,i~~l'll.:~~~l~-· l~-6~~706 Pink Team spotted · 2 trucks. Received ·GAF 
• ·:--~-~~J.~\t;::l . ..:.J!C~11".~~- ~~i,~., ·· ;·~. trucks destroyed. . . . 

-~{~/}.{f'.".'~ }~ ~-'Iii~ • · -~~~~t,spotte~ individua~ nmning into treeline carry~ 
c ; ir:::~•/:•,,·>:- -: ~ .• AX".""4"f.h~ad . glgea w organi.c, res Ul~K. . 

f. i~i-~,.-~);.q-1~~ -~-~~4:· ~· • ·_'.:\-9cket.atatuss Iessiter 496: lai Khe 2?.~: long 'lllenh 118 
\. ·~ ?~/:-~~-< .•. ,t ;Jr4. Ofd :300: ·e<im'ls'at anergency to Da. Nang approved •. 1009 heat rocket,s to be 
·; .• ... · , : :,: ~- ·deUY41trtd .. tam:>rrow-... . : t ,; :·, , : 
$, • ~. ·:. ;~: :: :~.~~:Jl~ -·~ou~.• .- :~~~?J..s~~~~'. ~nship sectiQ1 to escort Lon~ Bl.J:1h Dustof! in 
·r .· ·-.. :,, \ ;-/ Fhou~ _Tu7. Proviii • Approved. 
·~ ; : • ,;;• Jit• 14J5 ._h_0'1rs ·• .2/8 .Cav: 6 bW1kers discovered durine extr:tction at YS 279999 
t .. ~ _··::··.CQbra engaged and blew top of! bunkers and stnrted papers burning. 
~ :· : ~-'-1440 ti~rs·:~ l>CO:-A: . Bowice heavy sect~on of F/79 to Lai Khe to supPOrt TIUC 
j •. ·/- ·'t520 -hours_·.:. .i'RAC: Request all r,uns we cnn send to An l.oc. _Wc sent one lir,ht 
-~ • tire team at ·,1S2$H with Mother ship t.o follow when it ccmci.; out of m.,intcn-
"1 

{ . ;a.nee. · 2nd lleht ecction bounced at 15!>01. Ht...-d Fli1~ht with './'.>th H:inr.er:. bounced 
: : .at 155'»1. • 11 kicrica.ns at soccer f .i.elcl in An Loe prcp.1rcd for snatch opera-

. I 

• tion. • 
1615 hours • ~3: ·1 heavy Y.Al section now supJX)rting Rar.gers. 1 se_ct\on ·cover­
ing insertion o! 32nd ARVN Reet. D/229 has expended in l{ part of An Loe, 
now on a trip alert at .l.ai Khe. Rangers on alert et Lai Khe. 
1815 hours - 1/7: E Recon, XT 945335, whil~ s~tting up a:nbush, flank security 
sighted S individual.a: engaged w SA and A,I 2 CobraS' of F/9 supported and 

· 2 Cobras F/79 supp:>rted. Results 1 W1A taken to 24th EVAC 1 M-79 CIA. 
I I I • 

14 April 1 '172: • ,. 
' . ' . . 

0715 hours - 'IRAC: Request we bounce Cav Troop to work designatf;d boxes 
(D/229). Heavy fire team (F/79) to report t,o :•¥> .loc and ;work, for 'funnel 
10A · • , .,. .- .~ • .... . . . • . • 
0730 hours - TRAC: Request gun cover for Dustoff (l.9ng B~~) J..n Thouc Tuy 
Province. Skids up at 0740H. . 
0730 hours - D/229: Skids up for .i.ai Khe. Arrived at 0750. 
0645 hours - TRAC: Request another heavy section of guns to ~i K.~e. Skids 
up at 0910H. " • 
1010 hours - DCO-A: Cav assets in An Loe areR ~-1ill be used mostly as a VR 
and supJX)rt role Wltil 1105H w~en they will supJX)rt VK·1F ain..obile operation 
aroond Quan Loi. • • 
1045 hours - DCG 'IRAC: An I.oc; In ele.11e:1ts to E, SE of town. Eneny still holds 
northern most Parts _of EW street of town. Reports-of tanks to the W unco:nfinn­
ed, situation looks good. GAF fro:n NW part of town and Quan I.oi Airfield. 

• .. 1100 hours - DCO-A: Received GAF from 51 cal at XT 779805, neg hits. 
• 1320 hours - D/229: Pi.'lk Tea.7. took several bursts of GAF fra.rn XT 673968, XT 

682963. Cobra engaeed with t.WK results. 
1340 hours - S-3: CA o! recon 2/8; re_cor. 1/.,12 .. 
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15 April 197~: ,, , . 
. ', . ', ·. , • 

0255 hours - '!RAC: F/9 to stage fror: Lai Khe. Beprcp::,.r,ed to·· de!E,rt B.H. at 
0700:l and to engage enemy ar::ior vehicles, oonduct VR in .des,ignated bo.xes. 
F/79 to be on standby {3Qnin) starting at 06J0H. Be preµlred to engage · · 
an::ior vehicles. ' , . . . 
0520 hours - 'IRAC: Since approx 0440H AI1 lo~ ha.q .been under. · heav;r ground 
attack fr S-SE and taking incoming. Bo-..ince I-WT of F/?9 A.FA' ·t.,S:,,F w/nails. 
Weather at An Loe is bad. All families of fiehters ~nnot p}?er;1te. . 
r.arginal weather for he~icopter. Put F/9 on ~lert to depa~ 1st light! 
Fire skids up at 0520. 2nd tean at 0550H. Notified TI.AC to ffiake sure 
L K fuel and a:nrno points are open F/79 ships are Serpents 25, 33, 12, 24. 
0625 hours - F/79 has 5 ships at An i.oc. Serp~!:t '26 was 'i/5 our ·c.sset& 
5 HAX birds for our AO. • • - • 
0730 hours - TiUC: Reports 2):nm AA E of An .loc. F AC I s report 3?.:".:1 but no 
location. • • • 
0315 hours - 'IRAC: Requested F /9 to be bounced to work VR boxes. Skids up 
at 0825H. wr rtprese..11tatLm at kn l..oc rill control our c.ssets. Approx 1000H 
the rest of the Bth ARVN ABN Bn may airlift into An loc. Y.ay need MAX to 
engage GAF. • 

. U940 hours - TrtAC: LTC Fuloyer w;,.nted message ~sseci to DC0-A tr.at An Loe 
reqaested gunships support to protect TOC. Tanks 50◊..!l fr the TOC. 'IBAC CG 
:iays Cav Troop to be used to fbd l-.A ~sitioos -for FAC. 
1035 hours - 'ffi~C: Troop concentrations a.~d 10 tanks in box at XT 735894, 
73138 5, 721905, and 716897 requesting ~re lights. . 
1050 hours - DCO-A: Reports no 2,3.-:im or 37::-.n AA fire E of An loc at this time 
but great deal of 51 cal GAF. 
1135 hours - }-tsg fr Gen &.mlet: Get 400 heat rockets to 1K ASAF. 
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l }(\~-~·~tI1~ :~~-;_; :_:_~~i ~ •t :ll!t of >.RVN ABl{ p.it in by VNAF 

i

. ;, :·,::-~.,~~{:)210 hour_~.: ~ .~o,.;~, ~d lUt in progress. 
_ ·i i;);>:f}}l22.0 ~ra'.f.-::'~! -~ G~ at XT mo .rrcrn 30 ca.l! neg hits. 

~i -~ ·-:<·;J::.i: -1)15)iF., ''.':-~~1·_pAP •t XT 755865. 30 cal neg hits. -
·J :-··•, ;:-: ·1'2,l, .~~~~-~ J~er. fOI .U:o: Team 71 in contact at: YT OJ1232}~EDEVJ..C F/79,_ 
., • ·• 0• 1229 "'- · IUppo~ · --;. . ' ·~-~ j ,, . • · • . ' . . . . 'I ,-.u ~-... . . t .. 

I . . __ :,{-•J420 hours .;~_~i •rec~ived GAF.SA at X'f 785835 neg hits~ . 
1 , .. _: : 1440 hOura - _'mAb: ·s1taation critical a1 perimeter all sid~s. AL penetrated 
_t. in -N. · liegimenta:l· buildup in the W. All arty in AL is in h:mds .-•Not coofi:rmed 
\: ARYN scource~·-•. ; • -. ; ·. 
3 1500 houris ~,(1'f0.C ca·: . At 1450 ten ta.'"lks were Attdckin~ AL. 9 were destroyed. 
~ CG TRAC wantamore air to destroy tanks before they get into the city. They 
.:: are . in tho •cit7 and the ARVNS are destroying them there by clutterine the 
· etreet. ; :·!,.'. .-.:_-, .. • . .. ·,_;'_··.. • ,. 

·J 1525. hourf ·:• 1/9 Cavf ' Up,fatc took r.round to air fire at following r,ulde with 
~~ rio hitn • . : .XT 80P.JV•1t . 'l'}AA19 • . At XT ?~Ol/10 All - 1G took~ :dr hur~; t,r, nt 1~000 1 • 

.... 
. , 

1 

! 

l 
i 

1(,J5 hourtJ - F/')c X•f·75'/APJ., 1i:~O!I unlrn<>wr1 n1110b~r of M uit.r.:;, Uf\ K C.il'. • 
1640 hours - ffiA.C G-.): UJ.date on AL, t.:mk:; are South Rrid WcGt of the city, but 
East, S~th ·,and .-est · aides of the city are hold°ing w.!ll. According to [AC . 

. Still receiving 'sane RR !ire and mortar fire fran Southwest. • ' ' 
2310 houre - TRAC G-3: Ki.8sion tanorrow is to prepare to· execute an order to 
1) Send 1 hvy !ire team to arrive AL by first lieht. 2) Send 1 Cav T:-p to 
arrive J.L area at !ir&t light. Additional guidance ,fr,orri 1~t Cav S-3: ALL 
0-lnships ahou~ have at least 5~ heat rockets. 

'. . 
' 

• 
I t 

16 A:tril 19'72: 
• . 

. 0845 hours - TRAC: Send qav Trp a.."ld heavy f~re team to 4i Khe. Cav Trp· will 
r.econ for arty and AA weapons. HFT will s1.:.:i:;port ·6.s requi!-ed ar.d ....-ill support 
insertio~ of 81st Ranger Bn ETA 0920. F/79 u~ 0850H. F/9 up ·at· 0~54tt. ETA 0920H. 
1040 hours - F/79: Request 1 HFT sent to •. Ll{.' .,.. .,. -- •• •• • • •• • 
1050 hours - I,CO-A: Long Binh Dustoff took ind out cf. -vio X,T.'7925. Airbo:-ne 
advisors ·19 or 20 individuals. . . 
i120 hours - Binh Duong: At Tan Eien and T?.~ E·,.1n~ vi~lage s 2 cutposts received 
a.ttack by fire and small anns. Road blocl-:ed at ;,;;T,899.'+15, Co:r.p::::)y t,o NZ killed 
1 ene:iy and is still in contact NB of oit.t, ~:y .. Cs-::!)~und at Song Be received 
20 X 82mm mortar fire at 0700:i. 1 WIA. VC ble·.-1 culvert or: ')L1A vie XT 8231, 
culvert repa.i:red, est 100 VC vie of cont~ct, request guns:-1ip 6ection ~urport 
if availabl-,., 5th A.t:?.V?~ Div reports possible tc.:-.ks vie XT 9049. S-3 sending 
?urple D/229. • 
1145 hours - 'IRAC TOC: U.S. to control·airst:ril<es r.: · of 80 E-':l line, VNAF to 
5 1200-1600H VNAF will also control to E of 78 N-S line until insertion of 
ij1st Rgr Bn, is complete. 
1220 hours - DCO-A: E."lroute to Ai.. for 1-:EDEV ,\_C of wounded US airborne advisor. 
1240 hours - D/229: Purple Tec'.l.ffi supporting B~ Province hns been relieved. 
tegative findings other· than normal evwryd ~y ~ctivity. 
1245 hours - S-2: Dustoff reported down S o:.· A1, XT A03862. D/229: furple 'lY. 
reports large explosion vie U. CG: LK r~~eived several rds inca-r.ing arOWld 
PJ~, Rearm and Hook Pad. Che rO'..md in rubbe r to K of Cr.-47 pad caused a 
large secondary ·explosion vie XT 755384, 12"55H another large explosion ;nd 5· . 
-10 smoke colur:-.ns vie Re-arm points. ARVl\ arty c-ump was hit~ • ·. ' • . 
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17 April l'r/2: 
J 

0110 hours - · 229: There are .300-400 heat rockets at l:ai Khe in good condition. 
0805 hours - 'ffiAC 'NC: Rocket attack at AL ca;r.e free North And \·Jest. 
0805 hours - '!RAC: .IJC ream repol facilities i-eopened. . 
0805 hours - RASH FAC: Roadblock at XT 891413 made ·6!' trees and brush. 
0930 hours -•TRAC: .XU 7300.35, 0/.µc 10!mn how being to~.!d· by t.rucks, engaged by 
·Spectre and Tac Air, destroyed. '• • , • . . , •. 
10()(j hours - CG: Do not establish re-a:rm ·ar.d ~e~pol facilities at Song Be . • Ai. update, 4 A..'R.VN A.BI, Bns in An Loe. 105m.'T,•will be :inserteq today. F?,rces in 
A.L will be working out to the South, Southeast, R.nd So-..ithwest of the city. 
1015 hours - S-2 Up:iate' on I ten 02: 01 en EIA :found by PT D/229.,. Individual 
carrying 3 empty AK-47 t'!ags in vest. . :··,, . . . . 
1210 hours - DCO-A: XT 61092'2 F/9 Cav fo:.ind f bricfgeJwi th :-ecor:,:, ·,foot and 
vehicular traffic. Bridge er.gaged 1/3 dest:-oyed. TA~. air qe,in&. called in. 
1605 hours - TilAC: F/9 Ce1v and ~FT fran F/79. released by 'i?.~C. 
t615 hours - TilAC: An l.oc situatio:1 stable, scne contacts by airborne at 
edge of city. 
1700 hours - TRAC G-3: Be p:-epared to extract 06' Anericans fran C~O~ cm.pound 
Xuren Moc _TS 6568. • • _ • •. . . 
1740 hours - 'ffiAC G-.3: Proceed with :r.issio:i (ite:-1 49) .l..S.;P Se.."'ld heavy }:AX 
section, 2 lift birds and La-! as C&C. S-3 will be r:;iss:.on corra.'n~nder~ ?~ission 
will st.age fran Doun Hi, YS 4355. Pick.ea up 06 peopl e at 1915H. ·Feople were 
dropped off at Long Hai, at 1935H. • • • · . 
2000 hours - F/9: Twin $1 cal site at XT 725890 . 

•. 2120 hours - TRAC G-.3: Mission fran 'IRAC for 1 Gav Trp to VR sarr,e area ·they 
were in late this afternoon. Ex.act ·VR box es to follow e.;rly ta.·norrow morning. 
1- HFT to go to AL area, all birds ready to go ~t 06C0~. ~te Entry S-2: 
F/79 AH-1G, YT 014270 to~k 15-.30 rounPs ~AF., fl.,Jir.g at 150:)'° and 1.30 knots. 
Neg hit.s, engaged with organics with U!{K results. 
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?}.::rf\: ·:~j-/·{ ,:• >. : \-~ ·:- • • • •• -. - : 

• ~:ttJi'~~it ~:::;·:_.;- / ·· ~--_: =·:.. ••• --: 
•<)• ··J,; ·i) •• J\ .. , , . ' • ··J·· .. ,, . . . . • 

~i..~.f f..-,;l ;·-:i'f •··i:! :-~: .. : ·:,, ....... :, · · · •• ·· · 
{\.,~ •• !-;..:.~·•.:r..:J~.:.,. ·•~ .. ~:~- :'· -~ f) J. : ...! ,.•: - . 

"~~•ff.:.~ .. ~-9,...,;; .,(:°'l',fu•I" . _,-,};\"'. ->"<~ • • . • .-.•• 
. ~:y_~ ):·,;'..•d:A]~ :,: .:1'/.1~~: _'· .- , · .• .. •. 

~ ,;·\ ,./ifw".;i&-11;.1-m ~-.J:--...,--.-~;..:it.<"--• _:;, . •.. 
~~ --.,. • . :· ... - ;;_~ .~ ... ~.-,~ ·r.'.~;'!,,._c't 2. .; ~ ;?""· :.: · .. • • • 

. J-~~;t::rftf<. ,0~~ ·:. ·1:,iuc: At this vesent tllne AL is under a hec1vy mortar and 
f' ./ •· -~--'C:! <~ ·at~~lc -and ·tire· tran tanks. T"ne WX is extr(;;Jlely bad. Send HFT of 
r :·:t:~}y:.J{;?f .~.o\ ~~.}pie~t,o '. s~dby. Wi. is -~ca.t~ercd clouas with 1000 1

• ~i Khe 
~:- ·<: '.· .·?:-' tie:·•·a.zir ancl :.re.-pal ' vas open. ~AC said ::..t would be open by Cf/00._ Pilots 

• • • : ; .wi.U report, :1:,o 5th DCAT at Lai Khe. 'n:iey will bounce. the:i) . !' ram t.'lore • 
·· · :0?1S h~ra :• :ARTY l.NO: Skids up on HFT to ~- .• 

0740 hours · .;. -nuc: Arc lights AL 1205 center$ of Ir.P.SS many RT!d varied. 
-·0745 hours ~ .TRAC: VR boxes for F/9 Cav bcx-various coordinates. 

08.30 hours · - •TRAC G-3: Change in tiission for F/9 Cav. They :.re to VR to 
~ ' -the Weat· and SW of .U. in the rocket and ir:ort:i r belts for firinr, sites. TR? 
t .:, • . . .: ·:·,· to .be : wsed ·as discussed between TRAC er, ;md F/9 Cav. Receiv~d changes in 

i 
I 
; 

' 

-YR boxes. • • • . 
0855 .-iours .. ~-2c WX rpt Al. 7/f>S cloud cover :ind 1500' cc:illnr,. F/9 will 
proceed to An µ>c to :;cc it VH fo Jio~ :;jl,le unchir pre:;ent cond i tJon~. • 
0~110 hwr~ - 't'/'N AJo'Az (lntc rqiort,) 1711,lYJ !i AiH cn~:1gc.<l 07 truck~ at. XT 
778818. 02 trucks des\royed, 03 trucks d;:Jna ~€ii, unlmown nu=.!)er of b~ies 
.011 road. Nl.mierous seccndary explosions frcr. trucks. . ' ' 
0915 hours - 'rnAC T-X TO DCG 7R~C: SA 5th f.J"lVN Div ?-~se: 11 .ii:m ergency, e.,iergency 
1,2,3,4, C ration boxes. 'Eyeball contact nee(! AS t~P, paralleling AfiVN request. 
DCG, 'ffiAC: •:iller is requesting 4 Arc Lig!"l t strikes. • 
1040 hQ.lrs ·- CG: F/79 may be required to supPort t..:.130 resupply at 'An Loe this 
a.ttemoa-i. Confirmed .51 cal positions are in West :;ide 'Of A.'1 Loe. Last night 
An. ux: hospital hit by fire 40 KIA 8th Af,?: ' Bn, .1'l KIA 40 \HJ.: Sue:pect 105-155 
position at XT 767944 and XT 698924, susr,ect 51 cal p,sn E.t- ·1:T ·?84895, troop, 
trucks . using 5 brid_ges in box XT 6696-66'77 ... 7096-7097. . ,_ .. 
1225 hours - DCG '!RAC: At XT 847590 discovered 2 A?C 1s; ?/9 Gav.checking out 
area; APC•s had already'.been destroyed. •. 
1230 hours - F/9: C-1.30 on fire, losinz c3..~ i t:'u;i~ . K of . .Lai Khe, crashed vie 
.XT 687390. 7 crew menbers picked up by F/9 'C~ taki :-. . to .3rd ··field ·by C&C and 
~ F/9. • , .,. 
1450 hours - F/9: Took ur-:K nl.l!lber G/,F at UE- 1n loc cf C-130 XT 687390. 
1500 hours - TRAC: Request we send a hec.vy fi.r:k TeU1 with vi-C frar, D/229 
to ~T 526504 to check VRS re port of regi':".Ental CP. 
1645 hours - Ta.t,,C G-3: VR S of the Kic~el ::..!! plfrJ:.ation 'to r i ve·:::- for avenues 
of enemy approach, also E of river. ALSo ?:ave g'ti..,s r a-:i r..:iJ: on stc.t~on until 
C-130 re-supply goes into J..n i.oc. Lift TS?: ,,~rox 1c-30:-i . 
1730 hours - DCO-A: XT 520503 Pir.k Tea':1 s i;:ht ed. 15-20 bur..kers used. in the 
last 15 minutes. Pots and i::ans all over.· XT 528563 zighted i.·q::ressions of 
track vehocles moving S approx 6-12 hoUTs age·. 
1800 hours - 1700H F/9 Fink Tenm sighted n:. arec. \·:here a pprox 12 tanks 

. turned and had possible KDF; 20 6 1 x 4' burJ{e:-s with KOod OH cover. Track 
·vehicles impressions !Loving on to 14 1 .-ri ~ e: t.:-;,. il goi.'1g s· .• ; to possible 2nd 

~~p at XT 591647 with 6 positions. 
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' ,i >:'ii(~''·t+ .? ,, • • 
~. -: ... ·~. . ·, ·.'. ·-.~ ... • -'.: .~:· ,. ~. •. • . . . . • . 

/~~(JSt; no_qrs, ;,7- :,~~;l-_to TRAC: Will have pt VR crash site, then return to 
.·t:-"\~r.i.iina+ -~~•~ .. -->/··:·: , . • 
_::.~:j~S2f:_b~i~r:~ Team ove: site. Beleived there ~re no survivors. 
~:\; ·; 1'hef1-'.vill•t,e~ ... ~ --original mission. 
1 
t ,:~·-174~-l)p~-r,£~-~~-.ijnd_ CG: · Mission release tor F /9 snd D/229. 

: . ) 1 i }}l~ttfJ.1'.IiJigr;::;_: .. ·: . , 
.. -.• ~ --~A :1.m~ .. ;;:_,,;, .,;:.,--: --" .. -

• • l ,·.-:. ·-·~:~.•~~ .. /": -!~:J!:;;~.;:-~.-{C'_·;~~-:,'t;::\ ~-~-(, . _· • - - • ., . 
• · 063.ih~fii ;._;: • t'RAC:' :Az1 Loe . is· presently under heavy fire ru1d fround attack 

!ran:all·f.our .aides. Tanks in Northern section of city. ABr Bde is· on 
SE ei.d1t ':in· he:1vy conl:lict. l3ouncf'd HFT F /79 AF.A: to An L:>c. Skids up at 
0655H 

.. ·... .. . . . ' . -·.-- ... ~- :': \ . .:. - • 

08.30 hours· ~ .TRAC: ' 'mAC G-3 requests another HFT ar.d Cav Trp bounced. HFT 
will work 'lo~ . DCO-A ar~d An loc. D/229 will work for DCO-A to ·vl and SW 
of An Loe ··to locatt; indirect fire positioc.s and cnuny rnovancnts. Skids up 
0/229 0040, F/79 ~45 • .. · • 
1010 hOUr'.i ·- -•'/7'J:_.'1.T ·750H'J9 cnr,ar'.<:d ~1 c;.l po:;it.ion. :_;jl<:nccd 1~1m.._ • 
1145 hours - F/7<;: 1040 at X'l' '/¼IJP.,7 de~ t.ruycd a 7'.,t:.m rm llnd l!N'K nu..-nbcr of 

. . . 
enemy. • · • , 
1410 hou?'6 - ·D/229: · lT 745817 spotted a 2t ton truck and tracked veh'lcles 
?:loving NE. Engaged with UNK results. XT 769768 sp:,tted a tar,k moving West. 
l.nga.ged with UNK results. XT 712782, 718744, 735739, 741739. At the above 
.locations have ·numerous tank tracks in eve:.ry directi~ last·· 24-48 hours. 
1545 hours -.F/9: YT 088362 141.0H pt found 1 tank't~acks approx 1-t-week& 
old. ' '• , . 

• 1600 hours - F/79 il'A: 6 MAX birds at /.n _M)c:, . , ,,•. 
1830 hour5 - D/229: .XT 614928 1845H. Spotted a: bridge, over ··a st:-eam made 
of logs ·. AH-1G !ired ·at but did not destrcj'. Road in ar~ showed r.ovement 

~ by track vehicles withi?j 24-48 hours. . • • • 
1900 hours - D/229: AH-1G at YT 017.345 spotted 3 people 0:1 road, · ran into 
bushes, . engaged with organics with U!-:K .result:s-., • • • 

' .,,, -- .• 
I 

I ~ •• • 

2 1 April 1 97 2 : 

0615 hours - 'IRAC: ABN units on S of M loc a;e , presen.tly rec_civ,ing heavy 
direct fire. An Loe City -is receiving he;:.vy qirfct fire frc::-, b~ildings. Fire 
f ro:i RR and machine guns. • :0 U.'1C!1 HFT to AA Loe. G-3 r..ay call for another at 
0700. . 
0630 hours - TRAC: Lai Khe 2000-'.30.)0 foot ceili."'lg with clouds. An u;;c ¢ 
clouds at 4000' light at 3000; vis 6-8 r.lles. 
D? 45 hours - TRAC G-3: Send a second 'E:? to Lai Khe: Arty lno reptd 1st sec­
tion on hold for weath~r at Lai Kr.e. Bde 3 received pe:rrnission frcm 'IRAC G-3 

,.. I lo re.main at Long Thanh until first section released fror.. 12.i Khe. 
, 128 hours - DCO-A: Ceiling at .~:n .Loe and in AO too low to allow AFA and Air 

-~ \' av ':'roops to work. They are or. t.he ero-w1d at Lai Khe. • 
\ 

\
1645 hours - DCO-A: D/229 has mission" release at Ll-'. , en route to B .!{. F/9 to 

•j~ ·e released at 1730. . . 
1705 hours ·- D/?,29: All aircraft bac_k frcr:-. Ar, l.oc area. 

f 

C 
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·J c ,:F't:)~~."f\::·~·.:~&~~-:::?►·-.,,/ . •• • • : .. • • • · · 1 VR N r "1..r.:·nh 
-~, ~ ~;-.f!~\¢,·~~-,U 082)~lij:iijrs · ~>1RAC: ·Bounce Cav Troo~ and HFT. Cav Troop s to • o , .i.. 

:,:xt~:-'.m~!fi1~'lba·~~~: ~:,:or An .ioc ~u'b~er and E ~f river •. Contact Black Jae~ ! 5 on 7: 
:tl :·~~'.:r [-·::·, ·:: ~ ~Of>.'1~-:c:caiple~e .brieri_ng. HF~ will -be ~~l.e~e~ by B.J. 15. S~ids up 
.,_ .. ·•·: .. • · · .. , · ·ror.,',(Ja'lh-;-&t -08.50 · .·•·•'i'""'"(•rr·r:, ,~ • ,;'· , · ,. • ' .. • • • • .• . • if- ·: ·_:·.:-:_(-::.Y,\ :112~=-hi~,-,~,ll~~·tS5,~~9943'oa Ranger 'Iln ·76· spotted 2_5 ind 'to the W of 

J.
·!l5:~ ·: . :-: .:,<·: th~-~ ~it.ions '·~g::-rocket pods at 1 i Hli hvy Pink Team !D'ld AFA engaged 

· · · ··. • .. eneiq~h.1/7 CtC ·~a~·-:cverh~ad.. . . . .. 
_ ·: • ·-· • . ·: • 1720 _·h~rs ~-• DC~J.~ji$P~~',ln re~ea se F /79 release upon cccipletion of present 

, . . . min1011_•~ ap~,f1\K 

,f ' 23 ~JU"~i :J'712 I '.' •~ :- -: • , • 

. \f_,· .• - . •. • : -/:. ··.: • ·= ?'-~~~t; /:l~-~ ~ • 
;}Jf . OlJ0 hOU~ -~ 'ntA~~cn 'JIF'r to An lee :1t thfo tin;c ·. l!I•'T ~k ici!l up ~t ,t/{29. 
t '. · · Jo:~ ··re¥lr9 'another JlfT JA t,or. 
-i- 0730 hours - F/9 Cav: Skids up for Lai Khe at·0730; had no pcnnission to t .. · ~~•;c:~~ ,_, F/79 'ift°vorking for Tunnel 10 over Ar, Loe. F/9 will VR••to the 

IM ot An loc . Ceiling closing in at An Loe • t 0930 hours - SituatiQ'l at An l.oc; ceiling closing in. Only .A-1 aircraft Ca."1 
~. work. Ground attack frQn Sil still in progress, no'n:a.J.:>r ·threat .. Sporadic 
1: contact arourid the rest of the city. 
l 1015 hours - DCv-A: F/9 returning to Laf•Kt-.e ,due• to weat:-,e?".- F/19 AFA still 
:i • working city. TRAC: All quiet at Dau Tierig. ' ~ '·. • 
J.. 1120 hours - ACC: Weather bad at An Loe. F/9 Cav i'.cici be~n \7Ri:-.g to tte N, 
~ NE, and N~ o! city but forced back due to weather. F/79 AFA wor% j.ng to the ; 

f 

South or the city 'betlole~n weather breaks but now e~r,cute to i..:.i .Khe on a hold. 
1310 hours - F/9: 1245 at XT 698381 found qes~r9yed ta~k.and ,sev~ral trails 
showing heavy recer.t use in all directions;, >rT 67';19!) found and' de·stroyed 
1 caz:iouflaged truck cari-,fing ?J.1... , 
1330 hours - F/9 continues VR to N'J and K of l-J', Loe;· F/75 

1

A?A •~upport_i:-,g 5th 
Division S of 1-n ~c. • 
1400 hours - 1310 hour F./9 C2.v spotted 12 11 hizh s~eed trail, hard pa.eked: neg 
recent use. At 1315 F/9 UH-1H to SAGAF at 3000~, •BJ dts' neg hits.' 
1535 hours - F/9 Cav at XT 763%7, 0H6A 'to 9 ~rds· SA G..:.F, neg hits at 1425, 
AT 724973 found 3x10,5!:u:i How. Destroyed at _1510!-I. • 
1650 hours - DC0-A: Four.d ccrr.pour.d with 2xt0,:.1.'I: Eow et .i:·i' 643670; aPP3er . 
unoccupied. 
1705 hours - At 1610H F/9 fou."1d 1 des-troyed J..PC at- X7 864962. 
1740 hours - F/9 Cev mission release at 1700. F/79 to be released at 1755·. 
1750 hours - AAE: 1600H GS Platoon., Lift Bank A/C recd GJ..:" at ;:T ?65645. 1 

~1 hit in main rotor bl.a.de. 30 cal, 45co1 80 knots. Neg hits. 

24 April 1972: 
. . 

1420 hours - TRAC: Request HFT to go to ,tr, Loe a.z-,c ~~r~ for 'r\;."1nel 10A 
on fire mission. F/79 AiA skids ~pat 1435H. Reques:~u F/9 to~ N of 
Quan l.oi. Skies up at 1440, An Loe '"'-eather ccil_:L,g 45C0 1

• T:-.C air working. 
1425 hours - TnAC: F/9 r:iission changed to \'P. !\+'.-! of ,b Loe. 
1605 hours -;- ·CG through 229 ops W&nts HFT to re;:;,on to /.:. :..:.c: S;-<ids up 
at 1615:-i. 
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. 0610 .hou~ - ARTY: .Skids up HFT F/79. Was also on weather hold . 
. • 0620 hour6 - D/229: Skids up at this tj.mc. 

081 ~ hours - TRAC: Up:ia te on An Loe: A::- of 0730 receiving sr-oradic incoming 
• No eround contact. Dau Ticnr, - 2P-8 RF Cor:, p;my hr1.ci p:round conbct to S't! 
l:1:st nieht.. -~ot o_oriou:i. D/2'>'-} Cav in VH liox //1. F/?'J 11rty o:i 1.itat.i__on- over 
N1 we. • 
0930 hours - 'IRAC TOC: t-:iller reports S!:iall pe1ctrr1tion to the West ~f perimeter 
• • . ' • ' _' ·~ « . • ' • . I I 

101o hours- · CG 'lRAC·: An Loe sporadic attacks by fire. Platoon peneration 
inside perimeter road (see item 15). Spect::a engaging. 75% of N-supply 
dropped la.st night recovered. . , 
1015 hou~ - DCG '!RAC: An l.oc receiving heavy ·u.ccni'.ne at this ·time; 
1100 hours -•DC~A: : D/229 ~rking Box Z - F/79 returning to tn Loe. Hc.avy 
section F/79 be prepared at 1300 to support l}f\ •bto An 19A· •D/229 Cav 
will VR prior to heavy lift. , • 
1140 hours - '!RAC: Trung lap, XT 6022 repo:.ts JOO ene.,.y .s.t~cking frcp North 
• Enelly is in hamlets among people, settine up AA \o.-ear,ons. V!i.AF supr,orting. 
1149 hours - TRAC: 3/1 Olv provide fire tea~ to esccrt G:~~54, 1400 hrs. 
Report l.ai Khe 1300H. . :-·,, . • 
1245 hours -DCG TRAC: Bn of 101st NVA regi.~.e"fit in--1 .-or 2 hc::1lcts··of ?rung lap 
. 3 ccnpany of RF grcr..ip moving i.n to actior. now. 2/ 4'i . /.:?..Vt; p:1 a,lso moving to 
Inake contact. Road bloci( at XT 568171. 2 R? ccrn;::.anies frc:r. Trung l.s,p moving 
toward there now. 1 RF c001µi.ny fr~~ Cu Chi heatied for roado:ock. Squad of 
5th ar.:iored regiment and 2 in.:'~try ccrr.;:E,n~es in reserve at this tirr,e. 
1650 hours - 'ffiAC G-3: L~sertion of dozer by C!-i-54 co~r,lete to ·xT.781741, our 
heavy fire teal!l is released. • · 
1735 hours - AKE: Received throueh D/229, ~eed 1 atiditio~~l teavy fire tea1n 
in the An loc area. • • 
1800 hours - TRAC: Requested section of g~ns to support D~stoff of A~erican 
advisor Horth of Chon Thanh coorciinated•ZT ?6G780.·Sidcis t:.p at 1805. 
2155 hours - TRAC G-3: Hiss ion for 26 April: 1) laur.ch e Gav Trp at 0800H to 

-~o to Lai Khe. 2) 1 heavy fire team to arr : ve M l.oc 0600~. 

26 April 1972: 

0630 hours -:- TRAC: An Loe SITilEP: 5th Afl:, received peavy inco::-.ing at t:1is time 
• 8th ABN receiving a ground atuick. Spectre is engag::.ng tanks at XT 668850~ 

,.:. 



,' • •.. :· .-a :......~_~ .. _·, .. ~ . tc,. .. • 
-·-· • . ; . -.,: •~ .r.-·•,.! ·:· ~ "1~'-' ' ( • . ,_', ; ·_ ·. 

::,:-: .. ~i~-~---)r? >?: ·,.r-·: . . -.. :.- -
• \,Yi~•1 · ~4i ,. •· ' · · ' • • ,, • 

:·~-~-- ~~~~v..- -= ~-~,~ .. ~-:~ ~-.;~ ., , .. 
• 

~---/ ,~....,··tt-·•-.. ,-- ,.,~ -.;:~'. ., ,.. •. .. · .. ·. . .• 
.-~;;~~(:#l~).; ..,'I -, ~,~ ..... _:-f • --~~~ilirig, ·broken and overcast, visibility 10 miles. . 

~ }t'.:'/~ , . ':~.,,_.. .jf~~!RA¢~.}{eque&ted D/229 Cav bounce to lai Khe to be briefed by 
. I • • ~ · I ·._ 4, , .- ; .o ,. ' " 

•. • :?ti··:~iil'i-i ~I -: • -~1~-cn mueicxi .. • Skids up 091 o. 
'. :'.}?-~\~J,J~-~~'Jt·; JC~~-~;~Jk,unce light fire team frcr.i F /79 to Lai Khe. Skids up 
.· ' c.._1;-.; ,,•, .~}J.'fc.l ' -:£,, ,• . .:?.tt·.'· ·;: · •. :., ··-:~, • -· • 

.-1· . \\,~::','.ij_,15_.~b~i;\f ~cc_: .-_ D/229.· located C-1-30 eras~ site '(see i~e1:, ?) at ;<T 703865. 
·. -: :.fi.t1-1~li:t~·-iil•,tf~-~-U there were any survivors due to thicknes~ of robber • . 

.. · . -- ~_':i.-~::~~ ',:4SO _"hoill'e ·• :1R4C: Pran 5th k1VN radio. intercepts. To. be y-ttacked on 5th and 
\ \::-\J3th ~ .;p7· .n)lN.K_ unit and another UNK unit to block a retreat by JJi.VN. 164 
-f. . ·-t ·· ~VA· ~gimenfio. -~t.~c:k UNK units of 2~:;t ARVN Div. 271:;t IN A ·rcg~ent to 
} • •:-·::- ·,at.tack ·UNK uril't .. artor radios arc repaired. Tr-..nks and troop!j 1:1ass1.ng at Loe 
• . :. Ninti •,to .ittack'·rrcm· the West of M Loe. Dau 'i'icng and Trunr, L<lp quiet. 
-r .. ·-162Q hours ·"'.' ~'.!'RAC. G-J: . CA of 1 ·Airborne and 1 arty btry ccr.iplctc at 15.30 
.i into XT 7878. --·· :. · ' 
i • 1liJ0 -holl.rs - ACC: Received throuP,h r,c.s, D/?-29 Cav Ti-p standinc py nt lai 
~- • l<hej J t .ite tenrn ·workinr, out. 1 f .ire tc:am !jtJnding by. 
i 1l55 bou~ - Jjl<:n llon Sect.or: Vf·if\F r<:fiurt.:i tll~t ft() VG nn: :.t. Y'!' fJ./,Jli3 w.it.h 

-'.· 5 X- J22mn ·rockets and 8 I 10'71:un rockc.;t.:;, J r.1tinc. Hoquc:;t,· ck:-ir.-mcc for 
'.~ air:strike . . Denied so that we could send a Fin.'!( Team. t 2057 hours -~ s .. 2: Approx 120 enerr.y are at XT 628456, and 20 tanks 
1 878488 with intent to attack ~i Khe. Sent D/229 to check it out. 

report date time group 232300, rnting C-6. 

at 'XT ' 
Agent 

2130 hours - ffiAC G-3: Hissian feir 27 April, rece~ve,d, th~ur.h S-3: Heavy 
fire tecµ;i a-i .station at An Loe at 06008 and C,qv Trp to 1-.n L:>c at lai Khe 
for briefing at CY700H. In addition DCO-A.,wcipts a .slick fro.il the _ Cav Trp 
to go with the HFT any time the Cav Trp i~ not, ~n the area,,._I;/229 will 
coordinate with F/79 ~bout this. 

• , . 
. . . 

27 April 1972: . . 

0045 hours - 'lRAC: At the 'preser:t ti.r:!e ~'!Z.ei-oG; • ;anks' ha~e 'be~:i 's .ighted. at 
An Loe. Request that F/79 AFA HFT h.=:.ve he~t rockets.when t ~~y ~rrive in the 
morning. • . 
0455 hours - J...qTY: F/79 requested that D/229 c~ase ships ecco~pany thail to 
An we for Dustoff. Also that the section coin~ to M ~c did not have heat 
rockets as required so they w:.u send a~othcr HFT at 05JCH. C~ase

0

ships will 
re.r.ain with HFT vicinit.y J,n U>C. Ctasc s~i? ski.as up at. 052:;:1 . Serpent 23. 
0~3 5 ho.irs - A.~ TY: Skids up for F /79 Er-:' id th h9a t roc~;etE. 
0630 hou~s - Dustoff ca:;-,plete at ;r. .i.oc. Skids up for r/229 fer Lei Khe. 
0810 hours - ARTY L.~0: F /79 A7 A engageci a.--:d dest:--oyed 1 x 5 l AA !·~G at 
0655H, XT 777874 (Sa:inole 12) • • 
0320 hours - AGC: Tell 229 AH3 to send t wo BL?_ck:iat.s to l..ai Khe . S-3 0~S: 

):U.ackhats are on the way i.."1 the u.air.tenc.r.ce aircraft. 
04:110 hours - F/79 destroyed 1 X 51 cal AA gun, Y.T 760886, 0355E. Kilkd .3 
ener.,y. 
0925 hours - Y.1.AG: Situation at An .L.O" is u.~cr.i:!ngcd. Da·;.1 Tie:ig co:itin·.:.as 
to receive ir.t.t1~it'~<=rit i.!·~-:2::·cct fire ar.d S!r,~::.l ground att~.:r:s, a:-.d grou.-.d 
probes. • 
1130 hours - Th.AC S1'IitE? : ~. /..ri :.Oc did not receive e1r./ incc::-.:.·r.g all morning. 

- - - ~- ~-···. -- ·- -- -·· -- -· • 



tfflt. , ,. . . -,.~i • .. 
:.; ~-~ / : . .-~_'{Z,?).. X-:~~130 ;resup~ drops· wen~ in with no -..ord on sucess. Da~ Tie~g 2 . 
; j t.~~L--J,=r.-~;.:(~~-~~-. C?l .-~nem;y 7 ~ SE of St~ight F.dgc \foods. In contact with A.-=tV?\ 

• •--.· • L ~:<, • ·• . ,_,.I -, .\, • -i,.- .-,. , ; 

· :·.~-:f~- ,.l)'~"}.t : ·.1,or~.~\t,,, ~-t ,··; ·: _._·· .• , · ._- .. ,1 .... ' -
f -1~/{':'.··}=:_:~·H4S~re. ,; _:-1)/229:· .XT '682743 1 tTh'K type:: vehicle. No activity on South 
· l~: r -s{·:-:aide·: o"r:}T-Oad~ ·Horth side has 2 tenk :-evctaents, no reccr:t activity • 

• _J--~ ·, : •·:.:·122s"tioi.1J'i :_ AW: AA. weapons reported YU 02203440 (3?mm.i XT 7200~800 (57mm), 

1 .. 

-:: . _,:_._\•~·.:.xr_7~1~10." (:t3mm); · •.. . . -: . . . 
·. · ;_- : :.' ·"1425.hoUl'B •,:,.;. ;TRAC: Sor Tay Ninh 2 battalions of l>.~A (possibly 24 regt) lll 

• • • contact vi.th ARVN forces . . knerican a.d..;iso:-s requesti.~G airs trike. Have 
f' conf~nned '.5 82nun mortar positions, 3 RTI positions, 1 12Cb:n mo.rtar position, 
f 3 51 cai .AA guns, vicinity XT 2339. 
' ·2015 ·hours - T'.rtAC C-J: Y.iss ion for 23 A1:r: 1 ) EFT on station at J..:1 wc 0600:i. f.. . 2.) Cav 'l'rp at lei f~e _·'.f~r:; ~-rief ing at 07COH. U -· . . . • ·,._.,_._ s-t-- .,. ' i . ·_ • . ~:~:W:: _,.::: -, : .• 
':/ t 28 April . 1972: ·. '. :--~~•: ·: . _ . 

. ~~ ·<- ., '.\~· . ' 

-f 0~?.0 >,ou~.:J - AH'l'f-:~~t~!tbt}~-~ 'r'/'19 AF.A l!F'l' for /in l.,,.>c. 
{:. 1610 hours - 'ffiAC.--;r!()C: '5I'Ot1P An loc: Ccc:;5 artu narnl·n ,::r5trlkcs durinc day i have pen:nitted ABN &fld Ranger e~ents to extend pcri11e1:.er. Scr,e pr:ogress is 
f_-: : • being made, p.rticular¼". in sv:. 80 replacc..1ne:1ts h,w~ been flown in and 57 
j- ARVN WIA and 7 civi~"l-~ . riI.A♦ - evacua1-ed. Sporad:.c JJ;F and lie:--.t contact in tht1 
~ SW continue. 8 ABhnfru:'i 5 ABN Bns receiv~c .~F-this ~orn:..:-.0 •. Dau Tiengs 2-43 
l: ln! Bn was in cont.Bet at 1200H w/unkno~ sized enb) force. Bt:J-! Cua? 1-49 Inf 
}. a.nd 2-49 1nr•continued in contact with ·:st 2 ?::VA Bns~ Qi.. 13: 21:t. Div continues 
i __ · to make little progress N of Chon Tha."lh;· lbact i!i rel.a tivel,Y ele::..r S of Chon 
l Thanh. Resupply convoy r~,ains at sw.e loca tic~ 5 k!:-, K o:' l'..ai Y.he. 
:.t 162.S hours - XT 749?82 hvy fire team er:e?. l~d 51 c"'.l t-.P. i}}., Observ-=d .3 secondary 
i explosions. Conf inned by tunnell l0A (5t!1 Div Advl;50r) tiJ:(iate: .3 secondary 

explosions believed to l:le 82r.n SJ;.::-,o. 
2230 hours - TRAC G-3: Y.ission for 2:; Apd.l; :-·,(1) !1eevy.fi-re. tea!Ii on station 
at An L:>c 0600 hours. (2) Gav 'l'rp at ~ -i Khc: ·--ror- cfritd::..:::g· at ◊700· hcurs. 

, 
I . 'I ' 

29 April 1972: 

1030 hours - TRA.C: .APC spotted 2 kn wc:::t o: ~i'}:he. F/9'.:-h Cc.v checkir:.g now. 
1140 hours - DCO-A: On QL l3 frcrr. 80 to· 35 I;.: fr:.d li::0s 300 to 400 people 
~oving N. They are grouped at A~ ?50856 E oft~~ rucbt~ p~occssir,g pl;.nt. 
S-3 O?l\S: TRAC has no inforr.atio:-,, on the ide:·.:.ity. ;.:or. E::s c.re at. 'XT 775785 
c.:-id l'T 77971..3 and have r,ot rr.0·1ed. 
l.645 hours - 7RAC G-J: Ui:,date or. ;_'1 ·:..Oc. Vil-·.,:-.;:.::,;1;:s.,:; ur.-lr. on resupply nis­
sio.:1 shot down awraxi!nately XT 78:i..811. 7 b soutr: of .~1 I.oc on QL 13 at 

• .1515 hours. Road fr<I:'. C:ion Th.an!1 to L:ii }'.he new opt;n, 5 rcsuF,i)ly drops 
'have been co~pleted today. 
2000 hours - 5-2, F/79: Heavy sect:.on tc~k 3,:.~-:: e;;,•.:,·.zi.:i tc air fire west of 
Ar, ...oc at 184 OH. At 45JO ft anci 110.,knots, '!ncy rece :.vcd ;... b-.irst.s of flr.ck. 
2105 hours - TrtAC G-3: 1-:ission for- 30 . .'.,.? ril: (1) L,'.l:-.c:-. Cav '.:r:i:; at, 0730 to 
go to Lai Khe for briefing then to che~ Sor\g Be ce::r.i:i.:.r. (2) Launch heaV"J' 
fire tea;n et 0800 hours to l.ai Khe to stand by. 

(17) 
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(J .. } launch i heavy fire team 
(.2) lAanch J. Ca,y 'I"rp at 
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.3 :-~y 1972: 

J._r_ t :.-:..i::.·c:i.·:::.:'t 
Y.:: 72: 703820-.37:cJ~. 

,,. 

lJ/,0 :io~s - F/70 :.rt:1: 
~: ... J?r. .. ~ g-~. !•:o h:!. t::. 
, __ _ . 
vt:; ""'• 

02.00 hours - !?.hC: t-5.s:eior. for To,Jc!.:·: l} ,: :, ()?.' ')') ::,:: ::-s }.r,,;__"1c~. Cr~v 'I'rp to 
:.1. i :K:ie for ::is.s:.on b-:-iefir.:. 2) °SE: ::-~c.::~,,·c ,; t:, Jr,.'. ::~c:-. !:-:-~ a::.y t i!",e a.fter 
J:' .')(' :-~.::it,J' s. 
:)_02!:- hol;J.'S '!.RAC: ~cque .::'~d ~?:.' tC; bc,,....::cc, '.:.o T.'.ii ;-:-:.::: ;:,:-::: r:.cciv,:; instr-..;.c-

~~e- 5--~1-, !.r,_,r.-~ . .:.01: D:~. t5.o!1 s fro:n 7?-~ .. c ·rr:r\:2ri nnd si.:ppo:- ~ 

~.:25 :.1 :1c~ :i - :'F..:.c G-3: l :15 sio:1 for 5 ~·..;:: : l) C -:.·1 "i:'f l r-,'.~: c~. ~:, 02:i:) :hours 
c.r.J. Ob: h""FT re~d:r ·,c, :__!,\.:r:cr. :at OC:80 i:e,t~.s. 

(lo) 

. .. ,. .. 
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... 
~ 

l 
. l 
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• • 

:--es'.;:ts. , . , ' 
171 ~ hours .~/79 f'T'+-v• ~,., ,-,. •-- ·' + r e, , · ·~,- •:r o~?. " ~.,_ ·r-:- ,.,::-..""!r; : r; .,·t 1t.-:::1 '"°' '"' • - J.:, - V,1• .....,..&.~-- L"-:>C ·J. ..,_ \.- 1,...' .1 , . --.i. ♦ ·-• 1o.--· ,.,._ • .,. 1 , .. .. , - ~_,\.. 

c:-.c· F.Gcor...d£..ry explosio::-i 1li:kn~.,_"Tl e:1e:-:-.y le~; f~ 5., • 

1200 hours"."' F/9 C:w: Mi:;si0c -:.·cle:~ se f:-c~ ·_r\. r1 ~ <l"': l'"il. ~ .. :·::~-~ , • 

• 
. 
I 

. , 
l?,?,') r.oti:!'s - ?/'7",: } .. t ·l20? ho·..:.rs r .. vy -=-: ·c~;..::~ • ·.;-::; I..:::i 
Kbe and ste.ndby the:r-e fer fi;r~he::- orde::-~. .I 

,. 

1745 hours - S-2: F /9 Fir..k 'l'Ga?: at 1335 ho..:.:·s sr,ot:.cd 2 ::'.nc.i v· c1 t X7 712565, 
engaged v.ith or~nics. Resul.:.s 2 :...1, lG..~. • 

W I f , 

7 Hay 1972: , . 

0100 hours - 'illlC: ?!;issicn for- 'l\:i-3.c..y: l) C:..v ·,)-p cicp:..:r-.:. !Li Kt.e E.t·0800 
for Mission &iefing. 2) EI'~' oe pr..=:;:,:.:·cc.. to lau::ci &.:' cc· OoCO ho'..lr.;;. 
1405 hours - F /9 Ca v: J.. t 1125 hot:r s .at. ~:i 7::._.';,,-~6 .fQu:.i 20-JO lG I X 10 1 

b·..ir.:kers, 10 x 15' x 40 1 hootches, ~00 1 of tre::-ic~ li~e, n~~8ro~s positions • 
.. Ar_aa engaged -with ~:~4.c~. a:r .. :i _ :.:. .. c ai::-. Rsst.:l~.s: 5 x 15 x 40 hootche:;, 
·2 x 10 x 10 bill±t:::c.s, all ·::est.:-oyed. 3 x 10 x "i.O b::..:-:2 ~<.;!'S d£:.rr.n.::ed. 

1430 hours - F/9 ·biv:. ,a. 1340 hoi.::s c!.r. :::-6A f/c_; Ce.v ct :G' 723571 recei·1ed. 
15 rds ~F (AK-47) ·/ · ' Took . ~its i:: mi;; ror.c; b:anes o.n.i lE-faiC::d. safely. At 
xr 718538 crew er~-.,J,cted • . ; 3..:-c:,,'rl iL~c:r-t.c:i, bird ~=-:..i ·oro\o!r1s e,Y-u-~ct-~d at 
11..10 c.oi.:rs. ~o ~$t~s'/1 ;.-_,: i , 
1450 hours - TRACtt'°J~~µest he:J.V"/ fi:-c.: ".,e::.;-r .. t.o sl.c;ipo:-t 2:r.ci ~.5 .. \ El~ :£;_t x-r 
?73721. S:.-(ids up --151 O:!. i 

• .....:__.i._ _ ______ ...,. __ _ - ~ -.. re-- -. · , :'"":;P, ~>-----,-~~,, ... ----- --- --✓ • 



t • -,-- l~:,-r~~r > . . r·• 
:~~1_. ~: Jf~J i~~-)~~~·::- ·$-:2:, .~/9 o~scrvcd 1 ir.civ i:.t_~7. ~~571 v:i~. :::Gve::ral ·:,ur.kers in 

•. -~j;:-~i:l"·~ :vitµ .'p:rsam,cs. • Ri;~ults 1 x ~ '; . K::1.--1. 
~, ~~\VJ.-i~~i~~::1>:~~ ~'!,/79:'#A( • 1'~ _ 773721 e.ssh ting 2r.d ~r::; Br~ ~~ TIC c:·~i tcd with 
. ~:~;,1;:~~~~~1~~!~"f!t.; ~;·:~~~ 1 ;;•U.s_o .fe_c;Med unkr!O\.'Il ~ of ULY.no.r.l type GAr fror.: XI 773717 
.-.i~'.,,:,.if-:-~:~,~2µ~,~oqU:]4-_ npt · out of action • 

.. ,',2\,~~til\Nf f:i(i( _, 
> Ql(:X)' ho_jlrs • ... ·,mAC: • .. • -0n 7 Y.ay the HF'l' fro:-:, F n9 J,Sl~ w:•s 

. .'·_··bt. 2nd ARYN .ABN ~~~ - - Reccivl:.d GAF t1.r.:l wr.cn they ret1.!'n 
· -· ~,: wounded .10 ARV'tl 1 a~ . ·TRAC subrni ttcd p:..:.n;~clc report. 

-· 

in -~u:,::,ort of 2 C0's 
fire ~hey accidentally 

t- . 
.l 

~ : ·:.1300 ilours'. •- •icc: .F/79 A:-ty ,at, !..i ·7553c:,5 at 1112 hours wl:ile in SU~!Jro~·t of 
· t,Tou.r,d troops · engo.ged enemy force result!. 15 £;ncr.:y K3:! 1 ~iPD 1Jl[..c:ii:,c gu.."'l 
• 1esti-oyed 1 ·60on mortar c!estroycd 1 6Qr:.'1i r.iort.l::- de;stroyd. • 

1730 . hours -~ _F /9 -Cav. YT 003575 I-'/9 C::1v . .:..1:-lC w..;.s fire ,~ .... ~ '!Ji th B-48, nee 
• :hi t!J, f."lYine 2000 r_t. • 

]830 ,hr}VJ'!J ·.- s ... 2: · ··P-/9 vl-GA :d~ !'LCt: i..r c,1 :_:;1,all :1.c- :.1;1 i"lru :. ~ f. l' '/C,:'. '/.KJ, ntl._ '.~1 -

tiv~ hit:;, cni;ae<;d with ori_;:wic..:, i.111-: nown J·c::i..:}. l.: :. 

9 He.y 1972: 

0100 hours - · 'ffiAc: 1-:ission::; 
Lai Khe for lll$n briefin6. 2) 
- . nours. 
0345 hours - 1RAC: Fi~C in An we c.re.:.:. rc_::>~.'."-.!ftd, t.:1e f:.r:. ;_:,,'?f' ;;o.s.siblc SA-7 
.tlssile at ·0140 hours vie X': 743$65, fi!'ed f::.•c:;. ff-'ow.:;; lef1. white sr.:oke 
tre.11 and went betw~en 2 FI..C 1 r, c.:d e:<plod~~ :.n \J'l-!i1-f:: fk.::.t;J l~0ga.tiv1;;. dam-
e.ge • • 
0e45 ·hours - filC: Hec.,)y .i'i:e tc;a:r. b::l\.:.r.ccd to ~i I·:r;e to 1•~fuel. then on to 
.An Loe -where contact is under w:..y. . • :··, , • 
0'2;47 hours - F/79: Skids up r.?T fer lei lJ .t~.. ... •• • • 
11,.50 hours - F/79 AFA: J..t X'~ 758J28 at ll,.Ju to-:s c:1.;.::.~i;:J, .e n v;:_a.:-ge bunker · 
'!Ji th u.-uno-wn # of ir.div. 3";.J1.:,:e:c des ~roy::u a::;.:'i u1:known .i o: inci.iv- X:S:: .• 
1530 hours - DC0-A: Bo.:i.ies of 2 pilots rt::cove::-e.::., ta};c:1 t.a IL::.i Khe, trar:s­
.fered to graves registrc.t.ion pe:iple. 1 .--,.R'✓i; body l:..:i.s:i :-r.. aref.. 1 A;l.~J per­
sor.;11el on operation. did not wan .. to pie_~- it. up._' 
1800 !lours - S-2: F/79 sectio!1 ut 1150 :.c·...rs :r-'ecoiv~C he,z.vy L:... fira at XT 
763887, Yhile flying at 4000 1 a:id L.0 k::o~s, pc~~icle 23 or J'ir..:ri fil:e. En­
gaged with organics, firir.g ceo..sa.:i.. 

10 May 1972: 
·, . 
·01:::>0 hours - 1R..;.C: V.issicn for Toc.~y: 1) C::.v :'rcop dc :;:-.::.r!:. fc:- Lai Khe for 
I:l.ission b!-iefing at 0800 hours. 2) E?·; c:-1 st.;:.d. by as o::..· 0£00 ho'\,;.!"s. 

~ .. 

• . \ . 

(20) 



. 
1!·' .. ~r,.J..;.;~ .. ,;~ :,:~,, .. .,,.. ' . ... •·· ~ . ~ 
, I .1,..,, ~ ,f:t:,-· ,, ~- •.• ' _; ._, •. , . , •. -. r • ' • :-~~'\#~41:(;/ '_ ~-: _;. -> .•·1 • _·.··:·· 
.:· • ;-.,.• -·•.! I°" ~ ~ -:.;l.·/721 . . ·. -

•, t •,_q 'f' ,.: • •,. • • ; ; ·/ ~ •.;, : .~•..;,. .:; , • •. • • • • 

_;r_~j--~i..~~b ··~~.-~~~~C~ . )!is~~on fvr 'i'odLy: ~) C~v l'roo_o, cieJ~rt ~ t _ OSOJ t. .... ~-:::
0

s 
! .·>-,:~?:'.~tffl_.):,U_:1¥ ~Qr.' ::d$sion c:-!.ei'inc. ~) h? •• t-€ pr~pca t:> l~t:.nc:, ar.y •-
: ;•· .. _._,..,•,--:\-- -411o-•- -natV"l houre··· -. ,·. 
• • :- ->~•_r;~, •.r.'; .-~~,111.a:~- -•~ •. ,.. , • •• :: · . " • • • ~ . ,: .. ~--·.: : ·. -•.-0.345: -~our•:~-.: ·.ffi!.C :- . .in we hus o.:. c.r. rcco·✓,;,na :,11~·f. -:: t:i!"',es the c.moun t -or 

J; ,: ,- _ .- _, : >- ·1ncotn1.n&:°and· has troop movcw::.r.t to ;.he S ~n..-~ :l:. 1::-. vi.; _Hr.'I on s :-:: tion at 
l _·.· .:_,;, .~J.oe ··t _.tir~t light. _Ce.lled F/79 A°i'1. ~!ii. iI.~tructcd the~ to ,h::.ve HFI' 
f -:-:-·~;~_';•at,:~ Loe ncr_ :0615 .hol.:rs. ~alle.d _F/9 .~.:..'/ e:..nd inst.ruc~~d, :.h::~ t.o h.'.i.VC. a 
->: . '.:,chase .ship on standby ~t I.a:i. Khe KL'!' Oo.JO ho..:r.s. Cc.11.ed ;:.Jo.-::v.:c and in-

;, - •.struct,ed them to h&ve modevac E:.t L~i Kr.c aJ., 0630 hour:.;. 
:·0420 hours - lru.C: -Tanks have b(.cn sicii~ed at An Loe. ~c;que.:..t. U'I' be on 

sUi tioo at .0000 houra. Will h~ve lui Kh :.. opened c:a.rly. 
04/.,0 hours - .. 'IRA.C: Situation at An !.oe i3 ee·wtir.f worse:. Re.quest lu-;-? 'be 
on st:!Uon _.a.t-0540 ho1.:ra. Chu,:,c Ghip •"-'i:.l L~ at l.,J.1 K:-,c ... ~ 051,0 hour:::. 
Roo.ri:i and refuel will be op~IJ u. t I.-: .. i K,,c.. I'.h.X wiJl :_o on 61. 05 F>'. , contact 
fn..:<:rlom monitor ut Iui Kbe on ~G.5~ :,•v, cu:1!..: .. c~ ::,Jld,·rc·l. /,l:;o put 3 1:1 rn­
: :hi.1,:1 <1n UV!n1lhy. • 
0)30 bour:.. ~ 'l'i{AC: A~ 0/.,/•0 ll(jui•:;. lni,e:•c,:1i~~J c1,L:,,_y r~•d.iu i:,t;;; :..;: ti.;e :.;t..: LLlll~ 

. tho. t t.his was the lf~st bi.-1 a ttuck to tu}:c Ar. Loe. u ,~ , 

· 0625 hours - _·:mAC: At the present ti.i:e 1:.::..::1ks a.re inside the l..n Loe pe:::-i-
meter. launch seconci HFl'. Skids up at pr~sGnt 't:i::.e . 
06,40 hours - TRAC: '.!.'here are 200 r.ea.t red:et.s at .Lai Kh€. 
0720 tours - RAS:-i FlLC: At X!' 7i.,.Oe82 so::€ ti.=,i; • th:.~ .~Qr~ng -irn -...:.ni-j .;;:: t.ified 
rocket wae fJ.red at FAC I s. 
0805 hou:-s - RASE FiC: .li~J7 shot. dci.r:: ~-~ :nort;. of J.r,.' ·wc. F./9 CLv hee.vy 

. team covering downed a. t this tir.ie. . ', , ., •. ' • 
.0920 hours - F/79 JJU'Y: . -t'r.:.r ee tanks ea. t XT 715892, 5 t,::r.l:s ·. ir"sid.e An we. 
A-37 shot down in ite~ 16' \,ris shot do\.:n G:/ 23~. ,. 
~?25 hours - F/79 AR7Y:·, ::tezor~ total , c: ~,: -~~1~:-cies~--c~r.;;. :. by v·owid 'i:-ocps, 
.LAC Air, e.nd F/79 Arty. F;79 ~lai!:'.s ~ ... :...'b.s dc.,""c•ye... .. 
1040 r.ours - CG: Anti-e.ircraft :i:;osi :.ic!:s =•~;_-.}~u92;.2 - ;,?1.-i::· ·:,:.: ?c:,9918 - 2J::r1, 
VT 77 ""9" 2'2-,,.,.. Y ,, 72489,3 2" "'"' 7-r,~'/ .3 -7 • v ., r7- - '•5 • ' 3'7 X'"' ,.. co .., - ..;::;i...., A• - :,:-:::.., ,.. .)v'-'-+ - ;, 11.-::. , ,... :,L,.;:,o - !1!:!. .1 

7585 rig~t 1 up 1 !lutleroi;.S 51 eel pozit::..:;:::.s. :~~ 7j;,-J ::-:.c::• ·-./ 2 ·,1..:p 2 r,.:.r:-,erous 
anti-:i.i.!"craft s:i. t.es. • 
1040 hours - CG: At r~ 746694 l-.-37' s a.:. -..::.. c:r.::..r:.~ 2 t::..~~~s c::d. t:.·oo~s ~;:i ope::1. 
1215 ho'llrs - CG: AE-lG s~ot doi,m nort:: ~1.' .;,;. IJJ~, e.t J.,215 no·.;.rs :.,.t :ii:::' 
755872. F/79 bird. . . ,. .. 
13.35 r,ours - _S-J: Cobra ~:1ot du.1; ir, ::t.c:~ 2c is !1S.;.!" :t'ri;.r~::.::.y t.roo;is w:.o 
~rill try to fut to ~Teckngc. 
1425 hot:rs - R.hS~: Ji .. t 09.37 or..e F.:.c ir.: CL 'i.;.:_:.-c.ic,:; ra:.x,::-:.e.:::. c.c-.:r:. ..:.. t. 1120 
a~o:.her FAC reported r~ss~r.g. • 
1740 hours - 'L'=lr.C: • 1,.r. Loe -.:..pd.ate toi:.l' 13 t.c.~..:~s ::·1::t troyc:. tcc.ay. Or:ly or.e 
per.etra 'tion by t"'o _tf::--.k_s . a~d. l0.'A ple. too::. Ec""v:,r buik-.:p to fr.e no!"'th ar.c. 

-~west.of city. lfo · g-i-c-~:-:i ·'pro"oes 'in JO t.o 60 :r...:.~·.;.:.tes; 
1745 h . . ~ 1 " l - . ·U s .. .. ... t X'"' 7, , , - ~ ,. ' • • t Lo o~s - Lv.v!·:, • • CC5UE..J..uY a .. COC,,:,C:· . N,;C(l r..;.::.::..:::..::s C covar · ng 
Binh d'......sto:'f. We; he.ve tu.:-ne.:i o-..ir g..:r.s e..:--o~d to s·..:.p:pc1·t. 
1920 hours - S-2: }9.,~5 t .. o..rs, X.i:' 265~6.3, ?179' r,;.✓: ':)ird rccc:i.vd ur.kr.own 
n·.m-.ber of rour.d s .Q;f..- ~ ~ . ~0.J : ft a::ci lOJ '.-c:c ts . 
2JOO hou:-s ·- ~C-l~~~San~''.i'Ow n:is~ile scctior, wit:1,l-:..~l. to .1-.r. !.oe. • 

• ·;i.,;:,-.. 1..~ 

'!'~ - • • -

~ "4Q•~ ..... _;~ :-: ' ~~ :.. .. 

' ... .. 



1 



~::~t;(:/t'' . ' • 
• ... ! • ·~;:-: ~a 1n conu;.ct .on 'W, SJ, f..nd . m., exchanging SA !'ire, 
~~ .... -;~• -~eased. · .. . . : . _ ·. 

'~# ,._tt.l':is ~e. Asked mAC to le~ u::: _·lrno:J 1f:,they . 
:.~ae··.:;hip hf..d departed at 0530 hour~ for Lai Khe. • 

.~s ·11:i,· .ln Loe tit 1n light contact, have rl04ercte ~n-

. -~ •• _,-"-1ltly bcl:,ng employed . .. ~e.athcr ::.s currently .5000 1 .. 1 

-.~2,.Jrdles .a.nd some ground MtZe • . , liF'l'_ not D6aj~ _at thia 
•••t :iDe~ :~~r ••_. ; •~ ~ 0 

•. 'l.-: • • . O : • • • ~ • '. • f •~ • '/·• • , .- '. ~ • I• 

-:_,, . :r:2"[Jd:·"";;!ltj"".,;,.,,., ... -.., - :QH-61: tro::. F /9 a.'ld D/229 ue on stp.n:H>:r. · · :. • • ; · • 
t' ::--fJ: ~~!tll~~ 1:-2330 hours, ·· XT 700872, ~l'l 0ii-6A took JO J-ds AX-47 fire • 1. :·J.· • .Uo~s-:· Flying a~ tree top level at 100 -~nots. ·Res~ts: 
~· if' es, of dario.ce. • Enc1d ·w/org' s· unkr.own results. :ARV'N 

j~( -_ 1t1a,c;t1t .. ~.i~"-.. ~ti\~~~~i-~~~:~:· i idi~~~t~~s s of A~·-Lo~, ~~~oe _?·~ 
... :;::r .:.; .. ·• . . . . . _

0 
•• . ·by a SA-_?. r1.lot . ""4S recovered by Anv:--r and tn.lccn • • 

t ·.:? :7· / ';~;(o· ~11-.~~ _:-~~VlL.:.~tqtIE). • 
•• .. · .-·~.-;·_ ;~ -:l72S 1\_our~ ~ ~~ i~Jt_-:: Mis:.1c,n ff.Jr 15 :-=~ij: (1) c~v Trp Co ~o ~rriVil air 
:; . ·_.,_· · _· .-<opn~ ·:·cen'.te-i- '._-a~· ~.5 :'~~r., ·ci~v '.1'1•1; µrrivc at 0700 hour ~; . (;~) 111.avy, firo team 
--~ · on r.tation at A.n ·too at 0600 hour;;. 

/ --.; .) } --> - :: ~'-<r:_\ r ~-r ;~;-}: 

-ts May 1912: :-_ .- · . . ~ . . . 
• •. •i. ,. I •• 1- • • . • .° • : 

:<0001 holli-a - ·. TRAC: . An U>C is .relatively qui€.t et, t;t-,1.s t_i.mG. Sooe contacts 
~ around ·t.he ¢i.meter.•, . No tanks heve beer. sighted.. 
: .. 02!>0 -hours :.; -~c: :·: SPEC!RE bas spotted ,: c;e,c.·107. of 18 vehicles_ to the west 

of An Loe and -"is currently wo:-king out o:n. the~. l 'I'he city hi..s 'been taking 
sporadic 1ncoming • . ·- ~1tuation is pret~y stb.ble· at t!".ii 'tim~;-. TAC .-'-.ir is 
being employed. Weath61' is good at this t1:::ie. ,. 
OS-20 hours ;,. F /79 -~FA: ·.At XT 746885 S? !' 1 D e. surfe.c~ to air nissile being 

• fire:f, a.'t F4.·. TAC Air e:iploy.:-d. .. 
0900 tours - • 7th ~: 37?:ln hieh threat .areS! ~; 5, l'~-;.. r.:.c:ius . o'f ·X :::' , 750375. 
0900 hours -ACC: • D/229 Cav bouncir.g s.t t h1.s ti.--:e t6 su) ;c::- -~· '2lit .Ar:~·1-1 
Convoy -which hns begu.11. , ;' ~-
0955 hours - F /79 AFA :· Report SA!-f at X r 769~81 bei::-,g fired ~ t Cl30 left 
tre:::er.do".ls \lhi te cloud 6.nd hvy s::oke t:ail. 
1005 hours' - ACC: Report following SA?-'. lai.mch-:,r:l s.:!. tes,, 
TP-8 P!AC? ,,. 
0600 X:' 750855 
OS45 XT 746855 
0945 XT ?69851 
OS45 XT 746695 
?.epo!"t frozn F/79 il'A aJ1c. .;.z. TAC J..ir· i's p:-e :::; €;r:tly' :5eir.g e:r._;Jl oy .s:i, on firing 
sites. -F /79 is being pulled E..1,,--a.y by D:c.;,. F/79 &wc..y fro:r. i..r:. ~c due to ~!-: 

; situ.a tion.· • , • · .- • ' 
1700 hours · ~;DCO-.A: X? 773700 ~li v:iile p1 .. ::~ti:.:3 i!l ai:- ,,~s .si .c...t .down. 
A.:"'.\eric1;.n pilot bailed out, la.r.ded bet·,reer. ene:r.y c.n:3. frc.ly iinc,n. Lov bird 
fr0:.'"'l D/229 tried to pick him i:.p, _·ec 1t h·;y t_.:,_:r· a. t X? 7?2.701 wei;:t' fro:r. 
another aireot40~ ar.d pi,cked t:.p tr,e pilot. Pilot is Ci~ . ?.cc;,·.i~st .corr.bat 
response from ~C for grid of GAF. . • 
2015 hours - · L?.J..C: J{epo::-t o:-.. i...n Loe, cor,vo~" at 75 crici, 1.9 kl!:: of L lJ. 
An Lo::: quiet. 
2200 i).ours -- .1R.~C: l-'J.ssio:::i, fc,r 16 !-'.l.y: (l) P.e,~v:.r .fire t (; c..0 c:: stE..tion ·a.t 
-Ar. Loe · at 0600 ho'U!'s. {2) Ca.v 'I:rp s. t iai :2-:.e at 07GJ hc·.:rs. 

• . 

(23) 

· ·. • : 



,. 
20 Hay 1972.: ' ' ' . 

I 

S}:icis t:p to ~i !:: .... ; 2. ~- ~Qs·55 fo~ L~?·:..··. , 0955 hour5 - :Ir· A?A: 
1025 hours - D/229 CG.v: ..,._ '""ce-4 c:., , -.. E: ·s ..., ,· -- , -··· - .. -- -;7c ... ., · • • t." ....,,_, .... ~ _,,. .. .._ _ ---..v ..,,..,J s~~.vo.:..! "" J,; ,I . ~:v -2..:i. .. ~·.le. 
Blues bounced to Lai lilie at l0~0 . , .,. 
1300 hours - 'iR.r.C: Sm.-~c!~ C.?:, c,~ pilot c·..1:. o:"' r.r. ....oc cc:.:p.:.. t?- .. e:::. c.t -...,is tL"'le • . 
Pilot ws s.hot do~ 3 dc..ys aEo. 
2045 hour .-:- - ~C: f.avc EFT c:. 5 :.:in-..ite s"i:.ar..:.by ~s cf 0E.:.5 r,c,c.:.:-s .• ., , 

. . 
21 ;.15.y 1972: 

1745 ho~s - 1?.h.C: lipcate An .:.Oc ve:.:y qtiet. onlJ s_:: o:::-i:..:.:::.c i::ico::dng; no ground 
co~tac-:.s task fo:-ce·· 9 in con:.ac-c, ;- os :: of :.r.c ~.1.:.y J/1-5 has had. s:x,radic con­
u.ct. Convoy r..ade no he~dw~y Lc::-th toduy . 

. :!.. 915 hours - IBAC G-,3: Ser. t 1 Pinl: '.i'ec: ~::; ~i l:,e r,. t. 0~00 o:-. 22 ?·~y to be 
'briefed by Ll:O frcn A_l.TJ.; 2lot Div fc::- '-i?. i:::..:.s!:::.c.n. Will zc::1 l Ce.v 'l'rp s.nd 
hee..vy section of g,: •• x. ~e Cav- 'irp .,,,.ill cc:: :.::ct u',.ltoc::-a t al;,ir~ on Fl~. I:;CG.~ 
said to ·send EF-: alsc. • ~ ~ 
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V;.. d. \J 

.. l'...J :~r-cr. 'the s &.r..:i s·.-t. ?;~C ; ... ~--· .::, L:~: _-:,(: ... "" .;:...-: ' .:.:!c::.~ .. ;;r'-- ·c c. -::~ . ·'"4::.( : :, ~ --~ 

:.c :.::e. s·"'•· 15th 3.er: t .. :.:: -;_ /:;J , :J:~ .'.> ~- ,\'__; L ·..:c :. :: ;L ::-,; : ~. --.::. - ~ i..:•.-<.: .. (; '• 
~::~:i is to 1:;,.nk q1 \titZ: i:.. .r.ci:...~.G::, !.'le v.:: -"..JL.:'. ··- · '-' ;. :. .. ..,:·.t:; · '"· ·· - · ~ ..... cc'--5~5..t~ 
ple.:1t vie 1~' 75c-6. 

houi-s - F/79 h7A: 1240 
?/79 
133') 

A"lA is crcd::.tc:. \.':. :.:1 ~-.: 
i,our ~ - "i/79 .. ?.\ : ~-'/r; 

. .:.C~ .. ~ . :-, J 
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,---,, 
• ..:.i.., 

... -: l~u:;;t 9 .:-ds -of :fi': : : .) #" .: . , :· . ..:, ""' -:-... ... : ... ;, '-' . 

Air e;xnt:r.de.:d. Lr.✓-nO\-:.r. 

l'/30 r.~w-s - F/';<J Ar'i.: 
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~ i ::L :.i:.v. 
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. . . . 
... , '- · - • · ' . ' · .J : / , 
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. . . 
- ·ll JUlle l 972: 

.0840 ·ho-urs - F/9 c.:...'J: • 0805 F/9 . Ca..,­
.at I'hou·c • Vir.r.. F /9 Brow~s • insertcl 
do\ln at 0t;l5 fer Sc IT!e reason. 

., 
I • 

Coor!;. ,:c:-:t ~c. ·.-n: f or i:-,e-:::-_.:ir.ica l :;::r oble!::.s 
to sE~u.:ce tt.i::' bird . '· ;J l / 7 ~Rf LC:-i -wen t . ,, . 

0945 houra - 1/7: ECD blew at Gr-... r. t :r: .... ., ,1,~::;J ;. o~p !'.i~-: c::-~:; e.t :,000 1 • 

i622 po-.:rs - Tn.AC G-J: • Send section o~ i->.:: t-o co·rt::r c::-:.:.::-,:,.c :io::-i of hell-
. ·.:_ -· copter i?:o;m ·ror mecpani~l re.'.:.scr.s neB.r c-~ Ct i. Ccr.t r:. c t 3-:u~ 6 en 58.00 

, •.: in air ovl;r ~ Chi . . • • 
~ ' . .. , ·. ' . .. 

... .. · . ..... 

\3 11me l912: -



\ 

G~~5 ho~s - CC: 
0940 hou:-s - S-3: 
C, \. ~ ~ • <" T c.",: _i n rr .s::,..:.11 --'~,~._, ~ '-' 

t:,- un S.!-.-7 r:-.i::;dlc 
c,,.rc!:. • . 

• 
G955 tlv1:.:".S - CC: Arc:: \,;: .. c:--, Li:-:- 1:. 
~

1 '"'ct F/9 Brcwz:s will be t:::-::.:~, .. c .. ci 
1325 hell!" s DCO-t\: 250 h.~-: li:': 
:!.!,5 5 ho·..:.rs DCC:-~ .. : ?.iX r,.::,.-... :.1:i:; :..- t~. ~ C, . 

~!Jv n.)..;.i•::; ·.z.t1:.C· G-3: ~-::.~·;·, :.r. :: c1·-:: -.:-, 
for l4 J\.:..!':C:. u.;', \.! C:.::"(.; ;-: :r-.:;·,r .:_ :·: ~;l C i : _ •. J. 
vidc one. .:::cction o!' : .. ·. ;._ t.c;, i·:.uoc; :.. ,.y 
t r. r .. i. ·1,ni::; WCW.G be ir,,10 ... :,lui....: ::, j . ,er .. ____ ,._ 
10; .. c., ·-r / .. 0. L ..... :; ::ui~~ "" i ; ;·~ :; ;.; ~~ , -i · : • 

, , I' . • ,, . ../ I ,., .. 
~ : ... n( \O:" '"/'i c;.:n rn ~!1:c i ~. 
1515 l~o~.:; - 3!:•:;! :c:;~ .. 
:,:i t.E 

2."t5Ci 

ho'J.:.~s 
l 1-:.a.s 

:!.6 .J ..:...,e :..97';.: 
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:-.. .. :E. .~~? Oc;C,C ::CJ~C :a ... i,.. .• _ .. :-.~i::3~.c:. _ ... :_-_·· 

62.55. 
--, · .. . , ~,--·· / 

::;;_Jro:-: 1:~" 
~C ·'-"-J..;i !:C:, 

l~4~ ho·~ri 
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C. ··• ' . . ... .... .... ..:. ; 

. . . c. ::,: .. ....i: : .. ::.. ·..,:_ ;:::, 

'; C :~~1-· ... .: ___ -.c~ ) C·JO ~-\" c.. 
c:·::; ·'.I : ... (; ~;:; ..:,~!" .. :(: i...:~: .. c~ 

' . . - -- --~-- .... -~ •, C· 
v -- .J..-

:-:- c.:..:,:::.LLC > 
J~'!.?. 
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22 Jur.e 1972: 

. •:• 0615 hours - Skids up, Black, 
·: ~ ·os25 hours lst lift of! Ls.i f ~ -: 0840 .hours 1st lift into ..1.t 

~ >_:0909 ho:urs ~ .ARC lights in An 

.. 

Ji.e-:i, Yell.:;-,., . 
K.1.E- at. Oc. i.6 c.~:u.ye:. by 1£.:.e ;.'3.,VN t:-c::,ps. - . . ~ 

l.vc cc:-:pl-:-:t& . 
Loe are~. .lll A/C i7ot .. r1::.cd a:. I..:::.i Kne u:itil 

f . ·-'.~ ·.strike ~tOIIiJ)leted •. · . • ' · • • • 
{ '. ~ }.030 hours ·- TR.AG: : Jlst ~°1.7S. Re£t reccv:.::rci bo~ie.s of 2 ·j /79 crew::.,(:.;1 &lot 
• • • :do'IJ!: 20 June. 

• •• .. '. · 1200 hours - D/229: Received 51 cal '.i:•:i' €JE342. :j . . 
f · , ·_ .1351 . ho-u.rs. - UH-lH :rcc SAUF et An we, co:::.in~ ot:.t c:' ~z. l:o da.T~ge to A/c. 
>t _ 1 cre\-!:'flC::iber rQCCiVW superficial wc·..::-.c.s. 
J: . .-... 1420 hours - UH-ln at 50 1 .i.nd SOL:. re.:: .:.. r:-~7 ~3 e.-. ::::- cl5S27. 
· , 1585 hot::'s - 13 lifts c~~jleted a~ ttis tine. 
·. , _·.-_ 2330 .r.cu:rs - 'IBAC: Eis:;i~n 23 Ji.ze: :i:n::e:-t 4':,-... -d..:-:c.;t ir, ~ ~::. i;;:..;:tr rcgt · L fron _.,_,, Ws: to I,.1 ;Kh•-'. - •••· ii • (<

9
) 

• • - .-~~-:.zs-~~- .-mn•...;;e•J• r , jJl(Q • •• . s ....... ~~ .. ~-•.-.-------,.,. ..... _________ _ 
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.. :·io6l{H,1ours ' ~: Skids '-lP for lJ..i Mle. F/9 . f;.r.c. F/79 lift~ .:;:1 5.,ancby et B.!.en 
•. u_.., • · '' i ... • ·' l · 

, • ._....~· ' • . . ' ,. • . I • • . . 

: ·os20 hours :_ .AEJ1G, 7 /9 shot cio11m £ t x: 769'i70 • 0£.l.2, SA-7, r.o SU!'Yivors. 
• 0825 hours - .AH-lG, F/79, received u..--1.~ ::c r:fts 51 cc.l, re ·~.:.rr.ing to Lai Khe 
. \dth .exccrt eo~ra, e~co:t cot~~ repo~~ec ri.ssir~5• 
:0915 hom-s ·- , 'lSJ.C, U.S. Fn.C sigl:ted \Jr'~ci.:.ge of .AE .. 1c.-, dow::w 0820 ·bou,rs, 
vie 752797 ~-

(JO) 



,. 
20 June ·1972: 

0610 hours - Ar."E-: F/?r; Ekios ·.._p for lei / :-.c. at 05:31. Si:lc.s u~ at 0600. 
0820 hou:s - AAE reported tha~ an An-ic pf F/~ expio~ed in the e~r e!::d 
c:-a.shed·: at XT 769770 .at a;:prcx 0E::15 hot;,:cs. S.;specte:i s.;._7 :ii.ssile shot it 
µ0"111.. No · survi vcr s. 
·'OC:25 '.hours .- l A?A rec 1 d unk no of 1:i ts f-.:-o:: i.lr! .. '.c tn:,e . CJ.F and v::.~ rett:.!":ri.ng 
·-to· -I.ai Khe ·-when :another /JA . AH-lG trailing tr.e bird cisappeartd and is r,is-

., .sing ··at this· tine. • • · · • • . · , . 
• _-0915 hom:s -~ ·. TH.AC: 'US j'AC r£-pc~tc<l si1r,:",inz Wl'cC!{&[€ cf c..,i l..n-lG lit. XT 752797 • 
. '10~0 bours- ·'ffi.AC: 2 }xx!ies {See ltGn f~5) h~ve tern recovered ar.d -e.r& ·1oc in · 

·:_ :,the -Yi.lle .at -X'.i.' 7677;: •Req '!ru.C tc dete:-;:~::18 stat1,.s 'of :r.J.::c, SO_I, & condition 
_of A/C. :\~ ~ 

.J: , . 

• I'> . '• 

{Jl) 



:~o\.-:--.:. - .. .-::.. ... ~: .·.c. ..... c:'":,:.; -~ ·- ~ 

r·,:!"'r.:..r,t;. l ii/C ;:;ti:: ::::.. ::.::;:.::;: . 
:;(;C hci;.r~ - .::~~C : 
1,xt. ,:I~ 1 z ur.ci ,!In's 
:.•.:l Y.i~o. 

........ ..... ~- - . 
.... . \.. ' \,,,I :· .... 

13;:; 1:c"J.r:-: l.;:.-:. rc~ I C ~'" ~~ ~ :;:,_ t:, ~~/70 .::..:: - J..t.: thj .3 ~c:i.:::--1 le~ .. .. V -~ - . ~;u3~·s2 . 
i::-.. t,.~cr,, ho\,:evc!.· cr-:,;1,.~;c:-.. ki:~c:i :~7 . .::.;~ i'i:.'"L :, ·;.;_~~i ;:·t."'! n_:--" . 
1545 hot:.r s - -:.'MC : C:~ v : ·:-cu:-; .::-.i~;:i~:1 ~·~c:----:0;--:'0'. : is t. i.J • • ... ,.i :1i. .·~{; 1·:.\. 
c --· ~~!\~:·c ·~~ i::-:.. • .t i \~C;i..~c.=;c ~!·::~:. C3 ~-= :~\;: . .-: c:;--:: SL~ ~v- .: .:. ... :,:c 
162:; ho~s ::ot Si: ~f! c .:· : ·c.;...:l"..,:-2 0"': :.~; ·.; ,: ~ . . .. ,,· .. ._ :; ... L- . ~. -. L _,# '-c · . .-~~,:.: .-.. le . 

.i'R.~C \.::.:.r.~::{l ...... "l. ~~:.. c:· : .c.: ·.;: .. : . . ~ - C.:"y:_ .:/(:· v 

.. . .. .... "". 
, ·ru, ; ·;;, :. :-. r: ·.i ;.: .. i 

• ,I ! '// ;.: : 
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• • " • , I 
-A.,J..., .. \.. - 1.,.., 

. . . 
~- - .... ~~O~~(.l (! 
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... - .. .. . - .. .... , 

•- u -··w ;_ -• V•""> - ,... --••• I '• . 

. . ' 
~.:. . ... :... -.; : .. : :: .. _J. • 

. . .. .. . ...... . ... \... ...... 

C. : .-..:. • -.J 

-. "' r•,... 

J.. ":' I.:..: 

... . ;, - -✓ 
. ... ... -........ _..., 

- - '2~:.G•-- ..:,•· .• :,: .. ·\.. :· . .:.:~·· :-c .... : ~-: .:;: : .... :-;:- ... ~ . .=.r ::·.: .. /.:- ..... ·.,.:::: .. .., ~:· ?/7~/ , ... 1 
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···· - r · •· - • · - - r 
t,.. ....._·..:, . . ....... .J ....,u . -v-::..-:, ~ •. : _.:.c. 

..... ... _ 
-V• -

- I - •• ..,... ... 
½- \. - .• t... . ...... "" Ct,;~:. r-: ·.-·:..:.:.2.-~ .. ·~:.s ~c c::~~ ~~s: ·, : .:,5 f:..r :::" .. :_· 

..-:.t;:: '. :.::z..:.~-.e:--·~: .. o:-:~ , .. --~ili~;:C. c :·. -:~c [...!.:;r.l-: 
- '"' ._, ___ ;, . 

.. ... - '-

., _., - -, .. 
........ \,., .. J ---•·..J 

\, ..... ; -_, 
.. .. ' .-

-- - ·- ... 

. -.::- __ ...., _ 

. - . 
·..:.:-: ... ::, :- .-:,_ J _c ;,·c .:.:. -~: . ..:~ . 

. . . . . . . 
:. ~ - :..::~:- :.:... : i .... :--v:~:. ~:.. -.... :. . .. 

T' • .' .... ..: ..... - : • • ·,,,, ~ 

• ··- - u - __ .., . .. ""' 

.. .... __.. • r 
..,JI.,.., ...... .. . . . __ ..__ 

-v~i.,~ ·_::._ -_l_ ~~,:; • G}::_ ~:~~-C:' ~J f '. l:.;~~ :-::~: -
~-..::, C•; : .. -: , 1·c~ · --.. 1-:,: 2.G5: ·.::. :-c.:. '.:r .. co . \ :.:..:--.~, ;.·-./c 

... _..:..:-. 7; -~·~ .:;.J..:: .. -. _" .'.'"/::~: ;-, :- L.;.::::. ~lJ E::-.:o:..: ~0 :.c 

"'I - ' -
- ..,J , ., ~ .-.. (... • _ _ .. ::: 

- -- -... - - ... .... .. _, __ .... 1... ..... 

: -::.. ~. r 5 o:· 7 
·.:/t:. ·.:.·~:--_ c .:, ·,rc· ~~o --:-



f 
i;~::; :.c~s ~o\.r.: ~~C:-lU £A~ :.13~, Ll:;i:, - .~ ~-- ~s ir. p:'c~-:--e~~. 
12:0 hr,~s A.L. r:.issio:i co~.1p::.e:~c. Ll.: .. shi,i)s ~c rct.,:,r:-.i:.~ t.o :-:.1-::-1 •. ....,~ .. 
C::: 1 ~rp~ will Zl...p~ ext, of~~~: 3· ...... ~lt~r 1 : L.:,j~i. 
:?.:::5 ho-..:.r:; - I~e;~ 1::c:i tc:.:.m for CC, u1·;.t c..:.:-.:;~::.r, pro blr.!:i ,,;/ :...c: = .. 
1315 no'\..::s - AAE: itec 1ci report. or CE-47 rec'd :i. rd SA/GA? wh.!.le cxl. ci.c,.-::cd 
co~~~ (See Itc~ 15) 
::;~c ;1oi.:..rs - All A/C i..t Lai ::he: :-ac'd ~ssio:1 cc,':::ple~e ~r.ci are er.route to 
2ic:: P.oa. 

25 j ·..:.ne 1972: 

t.cu~,. 
·;_3l ', hot.rs ::uiC: ltcc'J rc

1
:o:-" t.:,:~-.. .:~ :'/f) co ~:·.J. ·,:c .·.-., dd::1 :ti '::: .:. o:~f L;/ 

;":a ,:.i..ul ci:ar1liel '/'/ L:llt: to viu:-.. .. i:-., ; cnc.ir. c; . ..:':it : c,,.:;1•., r~+0·r ~e:Jiy t::..or: off 
: .. ,:: lin ta.:-,d i:.; L,~:.r~1.:J for Ua 1•:d:.z.: . 

Cl02 ;10·\,:.rs - ~;u .. c ::.is.3io::: ... x~ 2 ~ .s. 
::t • .. ·.ill bt t.i ; ::tj__y con:.rclleJ. 
c~ .... 5 .:.o·..::--s 
:.Y .. J :,cw· .3 

l:: 5 5 ::o.:.:- s :,:--_-iC: FiaC t:p :\ ~0::.:iUly 
le.r:.:e-i saft:ly at. 'J.'S:~. 

........ t;ci.:O~t., •. . , 

• 

I 

I 
. ,, . 

···•-/ :i_c, ·I..:: i ?~ne t:. t ' lf2.5, r.o·..:.r s. 
r:.-.~: C:~1~ ·ir: rer .. .'i':i! -c!.~.:i Te.f\:.f.l. 

·,· 
:.:: r. ~ :-.cw .. s - ?/'0 ~::lC:3 ·.;.;:, fc:- ~~ ... :~e .:, ;:,: ;c .... ::·~s, O~i: Sl:.cks, 02,: Oct-~ . 
. ·.:.s3~or6: S~eci:11 • .. :.-. :o~ u·~:: ::~11:.:-:;::;· . ._·o~:.:1, '12..:>c possible ~:{co~t ::-.. ::...ssior, 

... . ... ... .... ' . ~ . •' - , .:.v~ c. ·..;..s~o:'1.. .=ir-~ .;,.,:,r6i ~-- • .. : .• ::; \-:0-~r~~ea. :.:-. ZLC~l ... ')~·\. rZ 9-ppY'cx Ovi: .~:ilor:--.e~ers 
S - -- -~ 0 1'""' • - i C v u ~- l - J-.,, :..i) • • r 

2:.20 :~ocr s - Rec; t:11:.1:. c. ~s .. o::· re ;,or:. :.o =-.:.i Kr.e c. t. llCO ho·.:r s t.o::-.or~·o·..; for 
;:·:.,.:;::.:;£; :.:-. s·..:.:,:, ~ o: F /~ C:::.·1. . 
2~; .:; ::o·~s - ~C: ::le~ ti~~ 1.-:e : .... :.y· aj 2- i ci.i ~i~r:ai inser~ion ~..::..ssio:-. i!:to 
n~ ~oc F~ic~ ~o t~2 o~e sc~cd~led at l;JC nocrz . 

. .. t...t....., 

w:.. :::-,c u~ :J.,~O r.ot ~ -... :, 5-2/3 
J:..:.s ~:i: .... ::. .... r.:::. ::cc:-. nc :-:.f!.t!d. 



1 J-..:.ly 1972: 

lU.O hoi:.r.z ~C: Li.ft. off ut. :::..:ii K:-,e ::..t 1400 ~ou:-s. 
h ·.,.. ' C •• ld ..,/c • 1 • r • • b .... , • -2.11.5 . c,·..u-:; .;<.n : no J.' J -...:..·n,1 r.ct-:..:i.c:: .. 1.or. '.f ~,,..\"'• 

1310 h~...r~ ? /9 rec 1 :1 ti3c:!.cn rclc:1:;c ;,: :.l:"c er.route to Bien I:oa. }:cdcv:10 
z:-.i5Gion was s ... ccc5s.fully co:::ph, i,eu .il:.c. 
2005 hours - 1920 ho~s re'i t:1:1t. .. :t.~C r.c~ity d-....:;:."off to oc ..:.:. C~ 9:r.i .:.t 
0730 hours to:::orrow on strip aiart ir. st.pt of "iJ/229. Ccir.firmcd ,by 'l:·:l..C. 

2 Jtily 1972: 

l'/00 how-;;; - F/9 coi.il·a rcpW uH hit .:.~r0::. ir; it,:; while 
ccr~in~ CH-47'~ to So~z J0. 
::O:,UJ ho,~,J - tJr<la:c cf itcr.i :/19 "l/9 Cot.:· .... ;.::!:: flyl:-i, ; lOJO' ::~ lW ;.;_t,:; a:.. 
:r.., l~.}17::i. .,ecci 021. hit.; wiilk o:i c .. r, rL.:n. .:'he o L:,cr co::i:-~ :.i.Lo rccci (~E 
i.i !,;; :i rj rc,t.or ul;.1.lle:;,. r;c(: C:1:.;. 

::.C.t.. i :-.o-..;r~ - l;:-:-E fro~. 120;:.:: hvn Cc io\..--:.c.:. °-.Jy c..:.F l ·}x ';[ cf. reft;.cl pc:.r.t 
::~ :.;z, j;;.t:..ons. :~:. c:-ev :::iow-,ced. C:-c·,.; has beer: e;.:~ :o f:·,t;.oc 2ir.;-:.. lE-1:. 
·:;·~•:-.. i r:,-· a:-.:. C 3 :... 
::..:~C, :.c"J;, - ?,cc'c 1:,.;.c ~ ..... ··issio:-, fer i... J·.;J_, , 1972. v--· bo·· · :i \/L:,• · ... - -· r~~rr.-. ., • ., ''"' A \ i _ '°6•• · • 

• .. .:::.. .. :.. J.t -:'--y X:.r.i: - iic~: ~';) 04 i1:divs ~t c~ CL:. er.rou .. e; i·farnint"; :.~c:· 5 j1...ly 
• ._ l • "" I, f ._ • .. ? • •,-

: ~-72: ::.c Fre;,.-:.rc~ to ::-.eve a::;irox lC1.1J -..r-cc;:s ',: rp::-, An ~c -v?-. .1.n1: r,nc & :-:-.ove 
~::~re:< F,JJ :.:::-oor,;;-; :~ro::-. L.~i l:ie :.o A:. Loe. !:xpcct ·1:-~7-to prcvidt:- C51: l::i-1~ 

/ .... .. r- •• l ·'"' (I"' 'b" v···..., "'l •• '" •••• 1·· ' ., .... ~- 5) ...., .: ~-- to proviae ~. . pcss1 ..L.e .~~ '..-:.•~ prc'l1oe ..1...,. ur:.- .-, t,: l: "'t.,· • 

2.7..'.,:'.i :10".:rS - F/fj ::.:-.G'd ~c:i::!.a:-..:.cc :c-:- at :-~;,x stri~C.3 1 i:.: 2 O'l.:.:. 'Qlaole :.6 
~J~ dt:.c to bad wuat.her. 

1 
• . , . 

• 
4 .It:.ly 1972: ·,· 

T?..AC j_!,.05 ho'..l.rs 
G:1 ; .j"._.ly • 
ll .. 25 :10:.:.rs - CG dirac~cd CC l.: S-.3 c,~ 229:.t ~-=-;3 t,:). go r.o ·~i Khe AS.'.!.? fo"!" r.i.is-
3:.c:-. ";)riefi.ng. klsc, ::-e~uest£~ aarly ::-eie.:.se • fo-: D/229 in Cn.T.bodia .... cor,-

::c c:.""c ~s b:,rj_cr :.tl.ssior .. s :or r,o::o:-rc ·.~·. 
""/ I ,... 

..!..O....,u :.o...r~ - J/229 ::as ret.urr.e.:l to 3ie:-~ ::or... at 1542· !:ci..i.rs. 

; Jt:.ly 1972: 

~s 3 5 ::oi.:.r 5 

:,:-. :.Cc. 
1st ele~c~t of fir.al approuct at this ti~e. CC e,.rc~te to 

:,Cj35 ::o·.;:-s S-J: li.S. fli[hts o:' 2 fJ",i~s et.ch' cc::-.ple~e c.: 2 V/..,·-.: fli[;hts 
of 3 ~~1p: each co~r,lete. 
:2cJ ~0-...:.:-s - 7.~~C re~o:r:: 90 sor:.ies co~nle:.c ~t 9 ~rtX ?G h/C-810 total 
:2:5 hct:s - ~t;: ~ec' j repo:r t.~ of A/C • t~i:;.c; CJ..? S o~ ~t:.a:i !:..'.li, }:e.3 h1 ts, 
Cos;-~s a::-.d ·:.:;.c Air cr.z s ... s_?ec-..~:i gun lees. l..ift snip rep:. rec I d SA/uJ..F 
.:::ib co:::.ir.g in a:.d lc~vir.6 ~/?z. 



7 July 1972: 

1510 hours - 'IRAC: l Co.v '£rp is tasked to Vrl Sonc; Be co:-ridor & fo.;. Giso (P ) 
in 31r.h Duong (P) trom 8 July thru 15 July. Dep S-2 & OB prepared to brief 
Cav l'rp s.t 071930 July. Order confirmed 1715 hours. . . 

FCR THE COi1~!ANDER: 

"""' .. . . . ' 
!'f~ ':~: -~ ·: ~ • t ·: •• • • 

• -: - :,··:/ _: 
~· "'• 

J • 

• ... ,.::~~ .. ; ·. 
' 

·, 
• ' ! , • 

• .-
I 

I . •1• 

. . . 

(35) 



- - # 6~!21/?~ 

'CaJDi lf ©M ~U@~w1 " @ [lff lL 

eDm1~i mro@w~ 
nnn hen North Vietnamese troops drove ;. 
V V cross the Cambodian border toward Sai• 

gon, seven American advisers were• 1 

trarpcd with ct small force of South V1e1n:1me~ 
troops in the district compound at Locninh . The 
compound wa~ surrou'1dcd , and for 1wo day), 
the Communisli. poundc..-d it with rodc1),, mor• 
lar,, harnok ;" :and rina: fire . The ~,1c..'!!.:d Amer• 
1r;111', alo11g wi1h 1ha:1r AHVN 1r1111p,. h11aldlcd i11 
1hrcc hu11lcn, umlcri:round . A, tlu,l frll , M:1j. 
Gen . James F. llolling)>worih . ho),s of the Third 
Region Assistance Command, h~,·ered over the 
battle for three hours in his command hel icop-
1er. deploying American planes and gunships in 
a delaying action while trying 10 arrange an air 
rescue . ln ijollingsworth 's chopper. this is whdl 
ii sounded like : 

A small U.s: chup'pcr cJte~ned into the com­
pound to tesl the gunfirc .hcfpre the transport heli­
copters tried to I.ind. The pilot ran into intense 
ground fire :rnJ had lll srnot out inrn1cd ia1cly. In 
the din ofhattk. the men trnpf)l:d inside their hun• 
lers did not sec the helicopter". :ind they a~ led 
;1hout it. 

11111 I IM,SWlllt 111 : ''I le!!"' sh,1t up with 50-c..·al 
lh.::1vy mad1111~·-g1111 lira:!, :111d 1111w ~,·c..·'n: p11 11ing 
more onltt.ttll"c..' 1111 the !!odd;111111cd siufl' 111 try to 
get i,i there to you ." 

With hi\ helicopter dancing out. c>f° range of 
ground fire, Hollingsworth kept up his efforts. 

HoLLl:-.GswoRTH (to FAC): "Get that stuff 
worktng"',n_ th~r~! (To advisers) : I'm gonna pick 
up e\'ery one of you· I can . I want 16 get you all 
hfck . I'~ gonna take all of you out that I can." 

I 

I ' 
. ... 

.An ina~ible re'plY. ca"'le from the me~ trapped 
below. 

HOLU:-.GS\\'OKl II (to trapped ad\lSers on 
ground) : "This is Two-Fiver. Oh bahy. I'm com­
ing pretty good. I'm still fi¥hting and checking. 
I've been promised it [rescue helicopter) in ten HoLLtNGSWOUH : "Well, I'm . gonna try it .' ' 
minutes away. Don't go anywhere. J know where ?0 1Tli:i 9f. the AR VN troops caught at Locninh 
you ar~... deoid~d to aoandon their position and make a 

Two minutes later. he was again asked about run for it i~to IQ~ w9ods. ,T¥,O qf the American ad-
the rescue helicopter. visers decided to do the same. 

HOLLll'-GSWORTH : "Just going as fast as I can . HOLLll'-GS\ .... ORTH :"This is Big Cloud Two-Five. 
Can you hold out about eight mor~ minutes? rm Srick with them liule people and keep up on that 
work in' as fast as I can . Eight-Three. Keep down. radio." But there was no mort' radio contact with 
keep yourself together. You've been great. Talk • the t~'o a"dvisers. 
to the FAC [Forward Air Controller] and just . st ill be_low were fh·e other trapped men. Holl-
hold with it, baby." ingsworth spoke to one of them : "Ah. Chico-

Eight-Three was not reassured. He said that if ·Whiskey.this is Two-Fiver. I'm going to stay with 
he got out, it would be pure luck . ' you aod I'm gonna do every goddamned thing J 

HOLLll'-GSWORTH : "Ah. bull, don't you worry can to ger you out. God bless you." 
about that, baby. Well. it's not pure tuck, bahy. . Another member of the advisory team in a dif-
Hold in there." ferent bunker came on the radio. also asking to 

Flights of aircraft were aprroaching Locninh be taken out. 
from several bases in the area. ~ HDLLr.--GswoKTII : "Roger. Oscar Four Chico, 

HOLUSGSWORTii : "Everything's airborne. ev- right. I'll do it , and don't give up. don't give up. 
erything is up now. It's just a matter ofa few min- • We tried to get a low bird to you in there first 
utes .. . . Ah. d~mn. you're a liule strong great and it was shot all to hell . and we've gone back 
guy, Eight-Three . Just stand by now and li,:;ten and put more_ ordnance in there and we're still -
and keep that [radio] net of yours open and ta"fk-. • ..gonna work with you . We'll be here all night long ; 
to the FA Cs." 1 if i!"' possible_ to get you out of there, we're gon-

UCL lOAl LIFE ··ikGAZINT. 21 AffiIL 
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na do it. Don't give up.l1opc. Just pray as I've 
been doing for you the last three days and just 
hang in there and God bless you . t·m gonna do ev­
erything in my power lo get you out."" (To other 
aircraft] : "Let's keep layin" that stuff in there. 
And I hope you monitored my conversation "ith 
Chico. This means we·vc got to stay with it." 

Night had fallen. and the Communii.ts were 
about to overrun the co~1pound . Deciding the~,, . 
uation was hopeless . two of the remaining Amer­
icans also decided to male a run for it. The~ rJ­

dioed their intentions to Hollingsworth. 0) 111g in 

the dark above. 
HoLLl1'GSWORTll :"Roger.Chico. I'm trying my 

goddamnedest,and everybody else. the Air for~e. 
MACV and everybody else is ~hind this trying 
to get you out. We care about you and we're still 
trying. so go ahead into hiding there and take 
that radio and keep it up as long as it works and 

, 

whether I can still talk to you or not, I'm still 
glling to try to get in there and gel you out. .. 

tlnllingsworth could see the Commu1Jilit troops 
storm the rcmaininl! defenses . tic reported to the 
ot hl·r pl.mes" hat Chi~o was going lo do and or­
lkrl·J '-·ontinued salllration tire into the area . 

llrn 11M;swo11111 : "He is gonna hide in (loca-
1urn] and he's l!onna want you lo keep the en­
emy's heads do" n all niiht. I ",II make another 
.,lll'lllpt tomorrow to get in touch with them and 
to fl"l°1ncr 1h..-m." Then he ~w,tchcd call signals. 
"l.i~ht-Thrce. it's Two-Ft\cr, over. Eight-Three, 
Two-Fiver. over." Patl',e . "Chiw. Two-Fiver , 
ewer. Chico. Two-Fiver, over." There was a long 
p:w~e. and in a lower. discouraged voice Holl­
ing-.worth s.aid: "No contact with Chico or Eight-

~ Three as of this hour. Two-Fiver, out." 
• HAROLD ELLITHORPE 

- ·- - ·--~- - - -.. · -- ··- ··-,--- --- - - - -- · 

· - • ·• - . - ---- - - ----- --.-. -·- --·----- . 
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BIEN HOA, South Vietnam - It W3S Mission - "All this time the NVA ";ere firing from the : 
Impossible but Capt. Johll Whitehead, 29, or trees. One ARVN, ho:d ;1:~ onto Ripley•• skids, 
East Point, Ga., did It. ,ns shot In the back and foll off. Then ar,uther • 

The mission: land his light observation one was knocked or:. 
"Loach" helicopter on a red-dirt road near "I was tryin, to pkk It up but my ship •• 
battle-ruined An Loe and pick up three Ameri- wouldn"t mo\·e . . A Loach ""ith the en;ine ar-

,: can military ad\"isers who with 15 South Viet- mor we cury Is built to carry t1A·o people, just , 
namese soldiers were surroundt-d by North two. It'll carry more, but not this many more. 
Vietnamese (NVA) firin1: from the cover of • "There were 11 people oiled on i.nd ban,ini 
rubber trees on either side or the ·road. • · ·- • 

11 
Th A . 

1 
b k 'th' 

• • • a O\·er. e mencan aer~eant n ac wa 
• One chopper had· exploded in the air tryinJ • the bloody !>andage around his bead weighed 

it. Others had ·been repeatedly drh•en away. 2-tO pounds by himsetr. 
The soldiers on the ground were despuate, 

: " ·ounded men " ·ho had been in the jungle for "l was mad and helpless. All my instru-
i days evading the enemy. Now they were · du6 ments had ~one wacky. We were kicking up 
. in under a big log beside the road, and the clouds of red dust. It flashed in my mind that 
:.- enemy was being kept off their hacks only by , this time I had strun~ it out too far. J figured 
. a d:iisy chain of American air strikes around . th is was it. nut I stutl'd kicking the Loach'• 
• them. ' ' pedals, trying to get In the air just for a mo­
. C.ipt. Whitehead devisl'd a. plan with Lt . Da- ; ml'n~. 
! vid Ripley, of Vidor, Tex. Capt. Whitehead "Suddrnly it startr.:S to mo\·e. ju~t a little 
: would zip in first. His gunner .. Sgt. R:iy Waite bit. I krp: ki cki:i i:, Thl' ship was shimmying 
• of Windsor, Conn .. ,..-as to jump out, help tl-.e ar. J i.haiu:1~ a ll ovrr, like we were ·go:ng to 
. Americans into Lt. Ripley's followan~ Lo.1ch. p,1p ra\·rts . But it ,t.111rd to hounr€' up and 
, Then hurry back to his own sh i;> as both cho;>- down. The.1 1 s:,•t it t.1 s,>:nn ing around. All 
' pers buzzc-d off. c 1rect iona! cc.ntrol \\ ,1 ~ lo , t. The Virtnamrse 
. There was another problem. howe\·tr. Capt. were al l hang,n;:: off lhe _nghl side an~ the ship 
. Whitehead saw it as soon as he raced in O\·er was lea,.hng s:de~·ays. 

the trees, with ground fire po;>p:i:g around 
. him, and ut his little ship down o:i the road. 

The problem was ,omeahin:; called instir,ct 
•. for survival. Theorctica!lv, the South Viet-

!
' namese \J,ere to be pic ked up later and on,y 

i the Americans lifted out in the Loachei. . , • 

• A Loach is a small .craft with a buhble no.-e. 
. a!>out as sturdy as a. baby bu;:riY· But those 

bloodied, exhausted , ,heli-poundl'd Vietnamese 
knew tha: to be left behind was almost cer• 
ta :nly to d ie. 

"They all ran out from beh ind that log in a 

"We were spinn :ni:: around ar,d around iQ the 
<i i.-: Ji;;e some:hin:; crazy and 11-,.n \';r,,t 
l>n:.:i,ing o!f down the rnad . I hearu ,ile NVA 
firing as we bounct-d 16, 12, 13 times going 60 . 
ya ~ds do·.m the road and all the lime the 
ARVN were st ill hang i:ig onto the skids, and . 
onto the legs of the Americans . 

I cou:d see the trees ahend and knew I 
wasn't i;oing to make ii so I startrc doing 
these circ!es about five r~t art the groi;nd. l 
co ;i 't know how n:Jt:y ~p:e drup;1r d oif, but • 
Ripley - he was circling JbO\'e me - 10:d me 

• there were only nine on now - onl;· nine -
and ,omehow 11,e started to lift. 

: wild rush. all 18 of them," sa id Ca;>t. White­
head. ''They lunged at the aircraft, clawing at 
each other. It was bedlam. I told Waite to . 

. po int his 60 (machine gun) IH .the Snuth Vil't•_ . 
· ; ·namest to giye lhe Americans a chance to get • 

. ~'About 2~ feet in front or us an r-.VA in a 
· · ~- • ·c6;~tin~~ o~~ PiAt/•1o(Y ••.. , • .! • 

'I was mad and helpless. 
I figured tMs was it.' . 

on, bu: not to shoot them. The ARVN jumped 
back and the Americans p:led in the back 
sell." 

The Vietnamese twisted off Sgt. Wa ite's ma: 
•· ch ine- g-.m bell an.:! p ulled him to the 1round . 
. He rou;zht his way b:i.:k to the Loach .ind t_hl'n 

the Vietnamese cl imbed all over, screaming. 
crying, trying to get or. . 

"Ripley. right bel: ind me, touc-1-.e:i do·,•,n on 
the roac for a ,ccond, i;;iw wh:it w;1s hajl;irn• 
Ing, and took off aga in, b:Jt n'1: b.:!orc live 
ARVN Jumped on his ,h ip. 

ncL lOBl SCRIPPS··HOwARD lC APRIL 
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(Continued Crom Page 3) 

dirty a:rccn uniform ran out and Cirtd po:nt 
blank .it us with his AK 47. Others ran out .,II 
along the treeline and began firing. , 

"J knew J was t.iking hits. I could heJ r the I 
metal just tl·aring way, like popcorn poppin;; . 
\\'hrn thry're ri;:ht underneath it's a sirkrning 
feelin;: whrn thry open up on you. We lOOk a 
round in the fuel tank and -M;an spewini: i::as. 
We took two SJ calibrr marhine ,:un hits in 

the rotor bladrs, hut we were still flying . 
The little bu;;i:y wouldn't quit. 

'Jl~OOD SATURATES SHJP 
"Another round came right up thru the 

pe-dals past • me, thru the Amrrir.1n srr­
ieant's hand in back and blood blew all 
C\"er the windsh:eld. By now the sh ip was 
saturated with it. 

•·1 was hadng a terrible time cor:trol ing 
the aircraft. We sta~J!ered just up O\'<'r the 
trtt•tops about a JOO feet, still lean in~ side• 
Then this one ARVN cuwled up from the 
r :,:ht sk id and trieJ to crawl in with me. But 
there was no way to ,;et in . G01 one arm 
wrappt>d around me. then the other ,: n:erlocked 

1 with my arm. E\·erytime he heard shoot ing he i 
tried to crawl in furthrr. He was about to 
make rr.e wreck the sh ip, which was wobb:y 
and shaking . I co:..ldn't get any more altitude, 
the en~ ine seemed about to GU it, and this ,;uy 

• bad me ill a c~ath grip. We were already • 
leaning so far to the right th;it if he pulled my 
steering arm one more inch we were going 
into trees . 

"I kept ye! li:1g in my rad io 10 my command­
Ing off:cer (fly:ni in another chopper over• 
head) that if I co.il .:1 get to th is li11le bastard 
on my right I v.·ould beat the hell out oi him. I 
sa id if we e\'er landed I was a:o:ng to get out 
and just beat the living hell out of him. 

'HANG ON OR DIE' 
"But J'\"e got to hand it to all or them. J 

drai;ged them 18 miles thru the trees, all 
wounded and bleeding, and they had the guts 
to hang on. Jt was h1tng on or die. 

this poor little guy, iot off. He was the small· 
t'st or them all. The others just Cell off the • 
chopprr and collapc;cd. Bul I looked al him ' 
and he was like some half-<JeDd little animal -
rtd·<'Yl'd, filthy tiirty, blooJ soaked all over his 
front, and just i..,rt or !itandint there weavini: 
and lookin~ at me. Thrn he clasped his hands 
10;:rthrr, bowed hili head, and collapsed." 

R,h·k ill 111, r.1rn lloa hase, CaJ')t. Whitrhead 
w,,s ilSl.rd wl ,,1t would h,1ppen i( he had to do 
it all O\"<'r ai;ain. tic i.aid : 

"I ,l11n'1 know· ir 1 cduld do it •tain. Yeah, J 
wm,lJ d,) it as:a ;n, but I don't know if I'd make 
it th ;s time . The more 1 think about it the 
more ridiculous it seems." 

Dream or not, Capt. Whitehea~ has been 
awarded the Silver Star for bravery and rec-
ommended for the Medal ol Honor. ; • 

.. 
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-·~- --r1 Army Cobras 
r~ Blast Tanks 

: l 
: Near An Loe 
i Army/Bell AH -lG Cobra helicopter gunships 
J fir ing 2. 75-in . HEAT rockets destroyed 1 

1 number of Soviet-built T-54 t 55 tanks oper­
J 1ted by the North Vietnamese army during 
1 &treet fighting in An Loe Apr . 13-15. Two 
j tanks above were hit during fighting on Apr. 

------.:...,.-'-......: 15 t:;;· : Ccb:.: frc~ e::~::~, F. Y9!h Ae:-:::! 

1 Field Artillery, 1 unit of the 3rd Brigade. 1st 
Cavalry Div. Tank in foreground has been 
knocked out. Note burning tank In rear . At 

l~L lOCl 

" 
AVIATION i/E~:K 22 AffiIL 

, , ., 
• 

1 left Is I closeup of lhe destroyed lank, 
showing what appears lo have been cam­
ouflage material Illached lo ii During the 
period lrom Apr. 1 through M11y 11 . Whit:h 
lnr.luoed the lighting Irounrl An I ur: . ll1n 
1111il ch1imed 10 Soviet -built tun~~ ''"~11,,, .. ,1 
""" 1111011,e, &i• Ulf111ag"ld . tit" fff-!'ll11,,1o,I 
l:11,ks Included four PT-711 11111,,l ,thh,01" .,,._ 
tH,,IH. All the real wt> i l T-&• , 1,flc. 11111 a:,-.il 
alo;u ul•i,11ttd 18 kua-lflf HJi"l , ,.,,.,J . , • .:J :, .. '-~ 
d•m•11•il , lil~l\i WIIR fw'A •nli -1ircrIII g,ma 
an(I a 11um1te, ef 1910,u,a, rocket launcher• 
and llghl art"lery. _.. • 
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T-54155 bums in the streets of An Loe. (above) blocking the path of a second tank , which also was destroyed . Below, another T-54 / 55 was 
destroyed after its crew apparently attempted to conceal it by driving ,t into a building . Army has moved to increase its anti-'fank capability 
by bringing additional Cobra5, equipped with Hughes TOW anti -tank missiles, into South Vietnam (Aw&ST May 15, p. 18). 
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Ul:.t'l\h 11,ii.;., ... I Ult ~he. "" t ~ 
tCi:.ACQUARTER!., 3RD Df\iO.)DE 1&£ tRATIU 

1 
' - - • 1 ICT CAVALRY DIVISIQN CAIRMCj ,C) - · 

o,r1cE o, THli COMM.,tii.;rNO c., • fllAL' • 

Al'O SAN PIIAN•·· C&lf.P- IMGj .. i . • . 
• l I .. ·•!--- '·-

~; f6 Apr~ _I 197~ : -AVOACG 

SUBJECT, 
. J • f 

Letter o, ·eonmendatlori 

Conmand Ing Off I cer • • 
, 

229th Assault Helicopter Battallp~ 
3d Brigade (Separate) 
1st Cavalry Division ·(Alrtnobl1e) 
APO San Franc lsco 96490 · 

,. ' 

.• 

• 

1. I wfsh to take thfs opportunity to 1 ,nmen,~ your organf• 
zatfon for the slgnlffcant contrlhutlon ' ' t ha,i mad1 to the 
history.of the US Army and Army i1 1,latfo1 'durltllg th period 
of 4 through 13· Aprfl 1972. The ~.erolc 1ctto..1s.of ,rour 
av I a tors have cont r I buted I rrmeas.,irab 1 y i , , the pvera 1 suc­
cess of the ARVN soldiers and US qdvlso1 ; def~ndlng An Loe. 
The successful evacuat'1on of apprc,xlmat1 . tY 6,,~00 A~VN troops _ 
and refugees from Bu Dop, whlle under lj ,ense antljlrcraft. 
fire was both a tactical as wel I i,s a hj .) ~anlt,rlan victory. 
Heavy automat I c weapons f: re d I~ not de; I ,r YO\i' trpop- ~:..- . 

- carrrlng he) lcopters from performlng c~ ~lea) reinforcing •• ' 
ml ss ons at Nu I Ba Den end An L~c 1 Th~ fl re 1 upport •• • 
rendered by your attack hel lcopters fr~ ! both cavalry 
troops and the aerial field artll\~ry b !~tery was pivotal. 
In tipping the scales In favor ~f ~he 1 ;rend«11 •s bn numer• 
ous occas Ions. . .. 

2. The contributions of your o~t,tandl :g malutenance • 
organization during this period were kQ • to n~ _sslon success. 
While flying a total of 4,0~8 hours, wh i r;h e>it1teeded the • 
US ARV standard br 1,678 hours, ro~r av I -i t I on 1pa I ntenance 
pe:-sonnei malnta ned sn sciml rab e 62.S 1jercer1,· operational 
readinE:ss. rate. ihts ;-e.-narkab!t: J!ircrq:; t av4,;f1abl1 lty rate _ .... -
lnsurea tr.at air E.ssets were al~/0rs av~ : iab1~; to ·iupport · 
the tactical situation. The mora e, e~ rlt, ,,na iprofesslona1 
com;>eter.ce d I sp 1 ayed by these hpr~woridi g p,w~tonnel have been 
:utat~ndlng .throughou~ t1Tl1 crl~l~al P,,i11od, .. . I • 
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. - -- - • • - •• - I , .. -.. -~.--· 3. ·· Hlsslori accompl lshinents such as- these can only be per• • 
formed by well-trained, highly motivated personnel. Again, 
1 et me conmend y-:>u and each of your men for the Ir magn Ir I• 

AVDACG 
SUBJE_CT: ~etter of .Conmendatlon 

. . cent dlsplal of courage, c0r11>asslon, and professlonaLls~. , 
The ,1RST T AHwlll a1way1 exls,t· as long ,as It has men bf 
your ~•1 lber •. . • . ' • • ' ' 

_ _,,, .. ,.....,..-r- ·- - -~-- • . ' ~ ii ~7 • ' .; • :'..t(' / • rN:' -- -~ 1 ~~-- -
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··- -, ' • JAMES F. HAMLET 
Br I gad I er Ganer a 1, USA_ . :: '·· •·:. . •• • 
Conman~lng ,- 'i · · , . ~ 
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Brigadier General James 7. Hamlet 

I I::... 

t . . 
I 
I 

,3rd Brigade, 1at. .Ur Ca.v DiTiaion , ., 
£PO Su 1ranci■co, C&lltorni& %240 l 

I . . -

--' , . 

General Hamlet, on behalf of the otfic,ra and ~n ot tbe III, ilr 
DiTiaion, I viab to convey rq deepest ,ppNcl&t~on tor 70ur per-­
■Ol'l&l conclr: and aaaiat&nce in extracting the ~•ceased crewpien 

. otticera a men ot t.hi• organiaation •. : · • _ _ • __ · • ·--
or ow- Cli-4 • IOW" kindneas will alwaj,a ·1,e rel11bend b7 -

;_..,_~/~. -:-: ·_ I part1c/4rly tn&nk 7our avia .. toi"s:. T~ttir ~~ ind -~oun.ge 
• • • • action.,.cn 1S June 1972, 1ndicates great personal motivation 

pride 1n their protea■ion. Because of their braver,-, .tbe. reaved 
-ram111ea are now able to properly inter their lQved ones. 

1-
• I 

My sincere thanks and appreciation r or your err orta which made 
this operation a euccess. And convey to 7our cqurageoua &Ti& t.or!I 
'1lI1 appreciation and thanks tor a t&ak well done~ • . 

I • 

I 

I 

... 

# i. 

f: 

'. 

I . .. 

I I 
I 

I HUYNH BJ. TINH, Colonel, VNAF 
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LTC McConnell dintineuishAti himself on 19-20-21 June 1972 while servine 
ao Com·,,uvler or tho hn 11 coptf!r o!'loP-tn nupportine the 1 at Airbcmo i1riende, 
Airbone Vivicion, Army' or th(; acpublic or Vietru,m. Tho 1st Abn lldo's 
mionior1 w,.,.,. to mova frorn An Inc, Ai.nh I.one Provin~e, RVt-: n 1nnc Hichwny 13 
to the vicinity of Ton Canh X'r 75e762 for Air extr~otion. Tho 1Rt Abn 
~e ~nenead in •tiorco, lJrutnl, fichtinc vi th on enomy re1.'.linont in bllllkera 
alone QL 13 und the plckup zono. Due t.o tho hMV)' fichUnr: nn1l intonno 
eround-to-nir fire cJ1 rcctnd tow:1l-<l:1 tho hr,l:1.<:opl.ors, the p1.r.kup :-,ono hnd 
to ho rolocnt,n,l on two di.ffcrent or.c11:d.onn evon thouL'h no p1.r.kup vas 
uwfo on t.he 10th nnrl 20th ,Tune, rluEl to heavy cround attttckR ncninst the 
1ot Airbonc Brir:11.<le, L'l'C McConnaJl utjlizod all the holicopter unHots 
o.t his cr,mmnrtd to ossbt in turuln~ huck tho enemy a ttnckR. 'fhrourhout 
thono two duys L'rC McConm .. u flow fro,~. 011rly morni.n~ to lnte eveninc in 
hio Q.':C, coor,11111.1.l,inc ,drol,rikon, 11rt.illury ft&•n, cobrn Rt.1·.n,,1" 11rid ni-r 
c11v11lry <>1)(1rut,jonn. Durlnr; t.hn~c two ciHyA J;l'C l-!cCcrn11<>ll CC'ntinuoualy 
1)0<11:c,l ho11vy n:a,1ll nr111s flr,,, ')0 o:1l., ~() c:11. flro nnd lihc n(\W h<i11t 
nooklnr, f;J..-'/ 11,1,rn lo 11 I.. low lovo 1 flit:ht t.o unouro proper cuordinn t .l on of 
nll nnuoto. On tho 20th oC' Juno tho 11nt.1-n1r,:rnft fir1) was so lllt,cm:;o 
thn L l.wu l10llcoptcr e•mnh:tp:i wc•rA al1ot down vlt.hin n1.tnuto:i by Sh-7 1 A. 

Th1·out)t0ut thi:-1 LTC McConnell cont.in11cd Lo stuy on el.ntlon, flyinr, lov 
level to u:rnist. in th,) sanrch for the down craft. Undotcrrccl by. l.he 
hc11vy firo L'i'C McConnol l conttnued the seurch until both downod tdrcruft 
woro locuto1l unt.l r,round troop:; 1.:uulci bo euided to tbc nircrnft. On 21 
Juno T.'l'C McConnell, o~nin flyine C,,C, oocnn tile direction of th,: 1:mc­
ccs11ful oxLrHctiori tho 1:it Airbono :ki: :>tde. Aeuin t.hc pickup ~olH'l WRs 
rlnt'.O•l by lnrt'O, do~ol'minoJ enoniy force. nntr.·rninod to I\CCl);:·plbh the 

' r.ibsion L'i'C HcC011nol l, bravln:: th,! cncn,y continuous ho11vy /~(),~1.J to 1lir 
flrr,, kopt. hi3 hnlicoptcr ovnr t.hc p-i.clcup zone coordinatint: tho con­
tinuou:1 uirstrikos, helicopter eun::;hip:J artillery nnJ ,d.r cnvalry to 
su~i!)rCf.ls t,he enemy fire. A~11in two more v,inships were shot Jo\Jn by the 
~A-7 missleg t1n•l Ets before UC McConnell exposed his aircruft to the 
heuvy fire to direct the success!' ul uir rescue of the clo'Wncd crcwen.-oers. 
?hrouehout the rc:r..:i.inder of the day as the air extraction continued L'fC 
HcConnell repeatedly ex!'()sed his hircr&ft to insure the ~uccessful air 
extractiori. LTC l-!cCor.nell' s efforts and bravery were heavily responsible 
for the erc~t success of the air extraction and the heavy amount of cas­
ualities tne e~e~y suffered. There vere 96 ene~y killed during the three 
duy of fiehtine vi.th 32 enemy kille:d by hir support of all types a~g two 
ro·..1 1 s iriclw:i:.::c 11:1 eneiny company cor,-.r.;an<ler. LTC i-:CConnell Is re!1e11ted 
acts of bravery of t::e 19th, 20th Ji.me ar.,1 e::;pecially the 21st of June, 
"1E:r<:: un ir,spirution to all who served \./ith him. His fello\./ avi,i,tors, 
·insrired by ti 1 i::i eX11r:iplc of d&.rinc bravery, leadership and clAtormina-
tiori to nccorr.1)1ish the rnindon, n.c,dn t.ri<l nc:nin flow into the houvy ennmy 
firo to ouccoosfully complete tho oxtruction of the 1st Airbono flrlcnde. 

~~ 
CU\Rf.i~CE E. DONAWSON 
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As t!lP, US c·c-or1:lr.:,tor between i;_!t::. X•l'fr Jlv~.c:i.on ...,, · '.?'.:~~~ .!~~:f;:.nlt Eeli-
cc,pte.r Bn t t~.lion (AH"i3), Jd B--k, 1 ~t C:: ·✓ , I o h:;,:--:-vp, 1 :- h.-· 1 !'• ~cr t i,nn ~.nri 
f'!Y.f,rt\ot10!1 o, troop! troi~ vicdnity or .".ri Loe, lUnh 11'.lr•~ r'.rov1)1ce, 22-~J 
June 197?.. 

Fro::-, 0800-1615 hours, 22 Jwrn, r.:w I .. ~ ~," .!·i i.,c,l•bl l'.c~-if!:1c:.rtr-i.,..., (-) u.nd 
two info.'ii..ry bntt:➔ li0n wr:.rn n.i.r2:iftr(·•J r .... c.~; T.•)•:.,_Jnfl .-+:,o !~;• ~c,S· '1'hr),"li~ht 
a_ry.i1ro--?.ch V.:!S low leve i fro ,~ +,"-r:- :ir ~· f'.' ~:.15 to ·t~•c. I~ ( :~"- 75c ~ 6I; . J~l-

; i 11 fl • ' .. h • • . . A l .,_. • • "'t • th t:iou~.: :1 _. . .i_:,; .:~ ;,;-i. ... s ,-rer:· "'.":·.,•~ _ _:,(:, "'· ·.£. cnr~:y en r.;~? [/~<. vnc :1~.!"'cr.1, ~-,_ . 
:. 'l!"'::.v:: vol'.l11c ,,,.. r'!.r(: tc, ircluir: ?.7· . l 51 C" . ~ ·: ?·,,j ·1• 1i , r_, • .,_., ; ( ' _::; :. ::.11. ' : !" 't::: . 

In ::-:rJitt.; ()r ""':-., . f .!,{ •;:-; r " ·t.~f 1-~! : - , i c. -:r ,~, ~:· .. :~ ~~ll CC ('~~:--r~1 ~ 1:; C\..,·1:'1-(' ·:, .~ 

r,~""ol1: · .. ·· ~::··.· , _~:· .-., r t, -; .. UL, i ·r 1·. ► f) .," ·· "'l ·,irc-1"" "" 1 c r r ,1tr -., · • •• ~· • . J· •"Ll .. ~ l} l; \ ! 
• • • • • • w• • I • ., ~ • , - • • • , , I _, - -~ " .,\ J . • .., , • 

c,f :~~ •- cr··.w "c c·r: 1,.-.. ~,! •:p, , , •r, .:rol :1 r .::. 1.:~·: : , • r, • .. ' I, • ri i,1 · : : .T . , cGr,nr>f ll, · 
C!' !' ~i'!!"r;t C. 3 ,:-..·;. 1 1, l7C ,J~,!-·~· T .. {. ~:,r: • r . = ·-,T l ; '!:, rry S. ·l •r ~· .r:-;., we : c ,: 1·. -
' ; .· . . ,~i r: ~ . '.l:i1., :1c:1t l"'t• ::,•: rd rur : ·. r~r• 1 :0~1· · 1 :: · .... ,,,.~,. ;.~: c :- ~j , '('t".' : :-•t. ,.; •• p ,: ·•Y'l ( •l v , ·rPd 
\::rc:u ; :h(J11 ·. i,! :r: ·.1.r, ·: 1.. ,,o Jr.,t,.r .. 1r., -- ::· :-. ]o ~ ··l. i , · n .""". :. : . , • : ··•, , :,: -~ ;.._.,;~ · 1_,. , ,.._ 

;_; , , i. · ,• •.•· f r,r • s fi~:, .1:r:; :.1!" •:11° ., 0 .- 1. • • • i. : .. .. ~: ·, ~, .. : !. r t ; ·:::. ! .. , ,.h~ · r,,r U,r· 
Cocir•:~ :...:n·1 lift !'l':· ; ; C'. () 1 ,t.c r<;. . . ,, 
~,.or. 08·JO to 1715 •:-.nur ~, .:.3 .T·· '"'-, t:.e :".:< 1.~ • • :..::~,• .,.-t.,..l:ift.e·.1 :.:-:-,rox~_:-t~~.~ly 
~•-,(' ncc. fro:n I.3.i 'Khe to .in ~.c '.L:-.c. c;,t::-:J.c t,::- . i ::: :_\') ::,er:. i.:!. +, ::u . j. c :!.cud::: 
;-::.rti:::.11;,r concc:ilF -: •,.-:P. f 1_; ~:; ~ !'' ' t.hs , 1:. ::•~ • :-: ;_\-c!'=',f~. ve:-r F, ,:;c- _::;i:, d "r:Y :-iu­
+ o:r,, t, i c Wf'D,")Ons f t r f' 'i ·, ,: WC"'" e)·"'\f'3F:..l •c, "e"V" ~rdi-F:c ... ,";,-0 ·;,... T'"'f' 7 7, 
,; • - -· .. • . . .. . ... ... .,., ··-.,;-· - - ·• ,.., , -_ .. _ "'·· -J. 

':'he: :.:· . . w,~r: r.:-::n.-:;c::c t!'!ree tfr.~~; :in\.'f.v r., , .:·_ ,_. i-..r'.'-: ,i ~.: ~·'.' :-:"!'. f': .,..e c0r-
+ • _, ,,,. , • h. ' . . ., " ' . ' . . ' , . . T .. ~_,,,_1e:::., . ·.!.::f' c_cuc cnvPr co·- .._,..,._,_~ ·.n.r,-: . .. . ~1, Bl!\ P: r -:0 , ,-- 1_•,,•; ::e .~:: :.oc 
:-.:.ren :-, J r.o inc!'i:>:ised_ t::e haz,:,,r:is :'0r -r.:-.-=c :·. i.:'~ :y:_ 1_,;:- '' '':"~!'•.ft~. ':':!r. dedi-
c.,t' , .- valor · . .- ·' ..,,..,..-e~.,;,. "'.,~ ... • ,,. : , .,.. .... ·i ·, +\ •• • · ~ t · 

1.4 ..L.~, J J ) l--• ••f ~.; \.I ..;, •~--. ,--: . -- ..:.,T"". ae ....... ,J .,_, ,: . '..,e. o.r '-#d t·., ; :c ·• :_)~~":" S c: 7.e 
229t!: !,!:B d~u-ii:~; 22-23', Ju.>1e rcf:.ects "'!'C!'.t crrdi t .; r:•on th;;r rel-ires, their 
..nit, ~.,i the ·unita•i Stat£s Ai·r..y. . .. 
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Inclosure 10-E (Continued) 
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Ph~ Tmch : LE -"TH\JY - DU 
- , 

Hinh Anh Phong O A;CTLC 
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PHAT HANH NGAY: 21·6-1972 

- - , Ngay 16-6 vlla qua, Trung 'l\fdng - • 

NGUYEN-\'AN-.MINH i\t-L~nh 

Quon Khu (I( ki~ vung 3 Chi f'n 

T h u ; t do bii't th&n cung ~t ~ 

gi6i chtfc h17u trach vie~g thim Th. 

xii An - Loe ndi de chicn-si ta vJa 
giJi t.oa xong ap lt_lc c1ra d\ch quart 

- , , 
sau 68 ngay W thu. 

Cui$'c lhiim vic~g nay dn lam n Jc 

long VO gay nicin tin ttfdngchocnc 
, ,- - . , 

chien-si da vi t\n - l~c m:i chien 
, , , 

rlnu thnng 11i c11oi Cling . 
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