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Headquarters 101st Airborne Divlsion (Air .... Jile) 
APO San Fr an cisco 9 638'3 

Gffi:ERAL OWERS 
NUl-.lBER 6727 

A1'W.D OF THE DISTINGUISHED FLYil!G CP.C65 

TC 439. The follo\'r.ing AWARD is announced. 

18 June 1971 

MC OOMAS, CLYDE W.  C?r 61542 Trp A 2d Sqdn (AwlJl) 17th Ca.v 
(WABOAO) APO SF 96383 Di 

A1~1:."'.'0.ec\: The Distmg,uished Flying Cross 
Dat o c f ~er~,:-_,'.•) : 10 February 1971 
Thc:a.te:t·; Rei·,'. ·'. J.ic of Vietnain 
Auth.:irit.y; l1 \' .1·:_,_'1?C".:.i.on of the President of the United States under the 

:,:.1--.:.. ·•, 1.'.;·i 0;,s or the Act of Congi:-ess ay,:!Jroved 2 July 1926 
Reason: p,.-." ::.£< .. )5.1:'at ~u:-.::Je ,artic:i.1-'~t:ing in aerial flight evidenced by 

,:n~'....::::it .,:::.,7 a,:::~ J-~. :-:.b:,ve aMJ OOYO!J.d the call of duty :in Laos. 
~ -~t -~.i: 1i~Co:,m.s di~.:,'i,.1gu.:l.znad. hiru5elf on 10 Februa:-y 1971 
1.t ·.i~:.(; . .;,~:rving as cc~~i.lot. a."ld gunner of a.ri AH-1G armed helicopter 
clur ::..c.;_; a reconnaiss2I1c~ :uission in support of Army of the 
ile1:i·-~:.:i_io of V:i.etnam trc-o.,."'s in Laos. During the mission, the 
,.c,:.Gl i;;'o:.,;::1ying light o·,:,::.e,•·1;;stion helicopter ce..ne under intense 
e.:o,:r.,r ~"::t.ia.ir.·c.:-af't. !'ire ·:'ihich wounded. both pilots and forced 
~-n c!i';)-t,7-ncy 1-=i."lding. r~9t.e.in HcComa.s iLnediatel.y plaoed 
s.;~;,J•;-J:::r-n.ve .f.i...re to prctc::t t.he domed crew. He cantfuued to 
e,:5:3g1 '!:.he <mercy u::,t:.il hi~: airci:-aft. wsta:i.ned numerous hi-ts 
fr.;rc:·_;1g him to ex~t:d.~ a., e?OOrg-mcy landing. \hile en the 
g;•rr..z.t.!., Captdn Mc(:~s dalivered suppressive fire wit.h his 
persor.al \'2apcn. After being extracted by the accompany:ing 
attack helicopter he again placed fire allo,-t.i.ng the command 
and control helicooter to extract the othe:r domed c:..·ew. 
Captain Mccomas t rutsta.'l'lding .fly:ing ability and devoticn to 
d.J.ty \'2re in keeping with the highest traditior~t; o~.' the 
military service and rene ct gres.t credit upon hii-:iself, his 
unit, and the United States Army. 
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