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SUE..JECT: Afte.r Action Repor~, U Dll..A?~ Valley Operatic:"! l5t Bt.ttllli.cin, 
Ith C...valry 14-l& Nove:Tiber 1965 

7'0: Cotrln&nding Officer 
3d Brigade 
lst Cavalry Divisioc (hirmob~le) 
APO US forees 96490 

I. ctrmAAL: 

During this operatLon, I WAR the Conn&n~ing Ofiicer of th~ lst 
~ttalion, 7th Cavalry. On 23 November l96~, 1 ~&• prC*Oted •~d turned 
over the battalioc to cy 1ucceasor. 

rI . B.A Cl<G R.OUND : 

A. On 10 Nav~mber the b~ttalion moved from the bese camp at 
An Khe, coordinatu :aM76476, by CV--2 to " fotvard &ii:-1trip and aoerobly 
area south of Pleiku, coordinate• :z.Al98~0. From there, all comp~ies 
wert shuttled the s&?M day by Ufi:·lD 1~to a search and dcctrny Oi"':rst1on 
in an ar~• to th• east of Plei ~~. vici~ity coordinatos 'f.A2007 to z.A.7606. 
lie conductect u.tur&t1on p&trol ling throu&h the 12th vith light contact 
by only r.oaipcny A. We 1t10 conducted a civic ~~tion program 1urpl7lng 
r.~dictil a1d and USOM food to NcntagN1rd vill.age, populatiM 200, 
co(')r1l.i.nate.s Z.A.237073. On tha 12th, the A.31ituot Div1t10D CDlm!.lnder - A, 
durin~ a vi1it to th• ba~~alion, 1od1c&t•d to the Bris•d• ConD•~der 
Chat he hed no objection to the l~tter 1endieg a DsttAlion i~to the 
IA l>AA~ Valley. Thi• w~ took H an alert and began A 1111p .eudy, On 
13 November, the battalion vc1 mcrv&d on brigad• orders to 4 :r:iew &r.~& of 
ope;rationa sCXJth and eouthweat of Plrii M"·• Occe again lllt\lrt.tLon 
patrolling wa1 conducttd out of conr111t1y beaea throughout the dcy wit~ 
no ccnta.ct, Coinpany B vss •irli[ted after 1.500 hou:a Lnto the ?.r1.g.ule 
CP area as ucurity, •~d for an iiincd.iata reac:tion forr.!'! U!ldet' !rtt:.~-de 
control. It closed into po11r.ion by 1800 hou~1. 

B. At approx~mstely 1700 hours, the Brigade Coll!lff.nder 1t.~d 
I vi.11ited the Corapany A Cl> •outh o{ Pl.d *· Puring C:.h• vhic:, tht 
.Bri:g•de -.Cooo«adt·r 1•v• me 1>rd~n to vcecut• CJ\ a.u&ulr. by hel icopt•r 
l:n~o Che U DAAlC Valley. nor~!\ of CHU JIG~ Mountdlll t\t.r~y th.a auct 
mor:ning vith a 111i·11doit o.f. ,con6uct1:ng ar:u·ch a:nd 6.aHmy opcu.t1ona 
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through the lSth. Thi tre• of operatiO'll1 va1 pointed out on th• 1111p 
and ha inforaied 1" that ve would be supported froai U l'ALCON, coord­
inates U.023032, hy two batteries of l05lrm howitaer artillery - oaa of 
vhich vould be moved by air frou:i Pt.EI ~ early on the l4tn prior to our 
uaaul t. 

C. I ~turned to rrry CP near Plei Me; fo~l•ted a tentative 
plan; iaaued 1.n1truction1 to my staff; procur.d further detail• from 
~d !r~gada Haadquarter1 and tha 1upporting helicopter uait; aud iaaued 
a warning ordRr to rr:ry unit cO!?ll'lll%'lder1. at&ff, and aupporti.Jlg element•. 
!y 2200 boar•. ll Ravelllbar, all prepar&tiona had been accocpliahed which 
were poeaCHa without an actual at. r racoaoaiHance. Arran1ement1 in• 
clueed &n early 1110rnin1 airlift of Company ! back to Ft.!tI ME: directions 
to the co~nandar1 of A and C Companie• to concentrate tnair element• at 
firat li1ht in th• largaet pick-up &cma(1) ill th~ir raapectiva 1actora; 
&nd pl&na for & firet llght air recon br all key conr.andart acd 1taff 
officers, A t11119 of 0830 hour• was eat for i11uance at ary CP of the 
o~r&tion order. 

D. At ebi• time, tba "fighting" at.rength of my lettered c:o11-
~ie1 a1 they veat iato the cperati.ou vaa &I !ollov1: 

l!V'M3ER CptMID:P TO OPDATION ~ 

Offic1ra Hen OfUctra !!!11 

Co A .5 115 6 164 

Co 5 s 114 6 16t. 

Co c 6 106 6 164 

Co D 4 76 5 118 

?ht 1borta1ee were ~im&rily du• to malaria and ETS di1cbar1e1. 
&ech CO!!lpany alao bad 3 • 5 inen at b ... a cmnp at Al1 Rb• •• suarda, sick, 
admiaiatrativa ntention, and b&H c:&lllp area d~lopment vorkera. 
:z:hera \MIU 8 • 10 lle1l OQ l and R. or about aoS.Cg back to prepare for 
R and R.. 

II:!, OPERATIONS Ol! l4J!OVE.MBES: 

A. IW AIR l!ECOff AND RJSULTS: 

(1) 14 lfO\'a•b•r ci&owr\ed bri&ht and clear. Shortly after 
fir.at li&ht at 0630 ~u., ~any B YU ntamed to battalietll c-outrol 
.at ?hi 'Ma ·&ad baa;an ·•k1.n1 find prepara.t-ion• for it• t'Ql• aa the 
•~n.ult -c0111Pea,.. Tb• ChilM>Ou ·whi:~h bad c&rded J coaipa:iy a.ack vhaN 
c:olll't;Jctl11 to._,..,. latc:ar,. A, lat ht-talion, 2ltt Artillary to i.:. 
FAWON ·&1 pJ:aJll)&d. The af.-r recoil party hA:d auamblad aiid after a 
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~rief orientation on the purpose of the reeoti, flight route, and items 
to look for, ~e te>ok off in two lJH·lD'a escorted by two EWl •bip1. 
The flight route is ahown on tba attached sketch (Iab A), We znade one 
south to ~orth pata at about 4500 feet actual; flew north past J>uc Co, 
coordinate• YA8452S5 1 orbited five =inutes, then fleY 1outh generally 
over the •~me route &nd At the same altitude, a:ld returned to Plei Me. 
The air re:on party included th• Battalion Connan<ier; S-3; !Lttalion 
Artillery Liai1on Officer; Col'lll&llding Officer, Battery A, lat !&ttalion, 
21st Artillery; Coarnandin& Officer B Company (Ass.&ult Co11pany); Scout 
Section Leader, T'C'Oop C, lat Squadron, 9th Cavalry; and the C0111nanding 
Officer, Comj>&ny A, 229th Aaaault Belieopter !attalion (Avn Co, 7th 
Special Forces, lat Speci~l Fore11 Group), 

(2) Duricg th• air raeon, 1everal open areas were •elect· 
ed by member~ of the reeon party as po11ible landing zone• ln and around 
the IA D-Mro Va llay. Opon return fro.a the recou at about 0815 bour•, 
ve received a written Frag Ord&r fro~ Brigade which specifically de­
fined the area of op&ration•. The area 1• ahO\ltl on tbe attached m&p 
(Ta'b 3). I then reedved. cO!!'lrent• H to the U to be used. Thn.e 
possibilities fell out of this d1ecuaa1on • LZ'• tl.tt:;O, X-RAY, and 
YANKEE (See Tab B). T~ was d11carded as the ptinary LZ. for being 
to tight, e.g. a ''well'' - type LZ -with tall trees around it, and for 
being to 111&ll ·capacity of three to four O'li-lD'•· !t w&1 &&r•ed 
that X-RAY and~! could both probably acc0111DOdata eight UR·lD'1 
at one landing. I ce.ncac1v•lr decided on LZ. X-RAY and prep.ar.d to i•eue 
r.ry operation order baaed on that •election. Concu~ntly I d1epatehed 

~ the ~valry Scout Section for a lo..i-level flight up the IA DR>J(; Valley 
\ ~ "' are& to gain detailed 1ufom&t1ou on X-RAY, !>.Nt:&K, tk\a •utt0cmdin1 
' t&rrain, and to look for 1iiina of enemy activity. Tha Cavalry Section 

returned in approximately 40 minute• vitn th• information that 'lANl:EE 
wat •potted witb h11h stumps and would be difficult to uae &a a land• 
ing zone. Tha Cavalry Section confir11td that LZ I-RAY could taka eight 
to tsn UH-ID'• at one time. No •isn• of anemy activity v.r1 4etected 
&round X-RAY, and th• C&v&lry Sectiou vas riot tired on durt.ng it• low• 
level reeon. Several trails vere picked up and their location• ve~ 
noted. The Cavalry Section &l•o r.potted aaain1 COtDO "1r. Oil a trail 
corth of X-RAY which led east mid "'9et. No trail• led tbl"O'Ugh LZ. X•BJ.Y. 
I mads my deei1i011 to land at X-RAY vith ~ and YA.Nl:J!:B A.I &ltern&tea 
to be used only on 1111 order. I thml i1~ued an oral oparati.on order. 
Jlbduced to ...riting, it 1a att8':hed at fab C. Pneent to hu.r tM order 
wero •ll rrry Company Coniwmder1; tha bate.lion 1t&ff and ~cial 1tatf; 
the lift Company Coa:naDder aad ~i• LL&illOn Officer to the battalion, 
the C&valry Scout S•ction 'Leader; CO, a&ttary A, lat Battalion, 211t 
ArtiUery; and chi:> 3d !ri&•da S-3. The Brigade Coawnandtr arrived 4ur­
int th• iasuance of t·be order and wu 1epar&tely briefed 1hortly 
t.h~.i:e1~:fter. It vo then r.port•d to aie that th.a two utilhry batteries 
vere i.n po•i:t·i011 1 .and L Ht a tlM cf 1030 hour• !or the uuult l&nd· 
in& vit.h the 20 minute tube artille.ry pnpar&tion to b• tiMd to be 
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c:omplt!ted ct R-Rour minus one minute. Th• A and C Co111pauy CO!ll!ll4n4~r• 
Yoe ::-a th•n flOW':l back to their canp&niu. lb• l Company Comancler 
recurned to hi1 unit on th1 Plat Mt airstrip on a mtchanieal 111Ula. 
The time waa approx~taly ~lS houri. All neeesaary prap&r&t1ona had 
~ither been c~platad or vero nearing co111pletion. No pro'c>lema had 
been raiaad. 

B. Tl'm INITIAL ts SAULT: 

Dua to l&at minute poatticm!ag of tha artillery piac11 
caused by air mov~t delay•, the preparatory firea did not begin 
until 1017 houri, I waa. ia th• lead aircraft &nd had a Sood ~iew 
of the1a fir••· Thay were prtciaaly whara required, and beautifully 
timed vith tb• landing cf lead elamaots of tb• a11ault company. r1r.1 
vere concentrated prtnc1p&ll7 around tbe lsnding &one, in the tl"eU 
and high gru1 1 and on a finger 11nd in a draw ludi.Jlg ~ froai tba 
high gro~ northvast of X•RA:r. Tba aerial artil1ery c&ll!& in oa the 
heela of ~he tuba artillery fir.a and worked over the ar.& for 30 aee01ldf 
eXpendi~g half thtir load• • than veot into a nearby air orbit 
on e&ll. The lift battalion 1un 1bip• took up tbe firt• and were 
izzmediaeely ahead cf tha UB•lD'•• A& Vtl came 1.n for the ••••ult land­
ing all door ·sunn•r• fired into the tr.ea and high gr111. We lat1ded 
and r&n from the landtn1 Mm• 1.nto th• treaa firing our M-16 11 at 
likal1 enemy position•, Mr command 8t'C'UP cona htad of iny1el£ • th• 
!att&lion Seraecit Major. tbe ~tt&tion s-2. 111.1 two radio operator•. 
and a Vietnaaeae national, aeut ciovn by !rtaad•. Mr, lik • a Hontagnard 
who could speak good En&li~h. In rry c~d chopper orbitttn1 'l>e~n 
Pld Me &ild OVU' tbe IA D~ Valley we.re fll1 S•3, At'till•ey Li•llon 
Officer. a:id L1&1•on Off1c•r from the halicopter lift company, and my 
Forward Air Controller. I bad placed thaQ there durin& t~ •••&ult 
for best execution of their d~ti11, for a cot11111unic1tioa• relay. and 
for an air OP. On th• ~und "- received no mit:ary fire an4 mad• no 
contact upon landing. Th• ttrt'&1n va1 flat and conaiet8d of 1cnib 
trees up to loO feet high; thick alaph&at &r••• varyiua in height from 
one foot to f~ve f .. t; and &at hill• throughout th• area. up to tight 
bet high vieb thick bruth and elepbaut cnH on and &rcMtcl theai, 
Along th• ve•t•rn edge of the tJ:. tb• tr••• and ara11 w.r-e ,,,.cialt1 
thi.ck and axten.clad off into th• juncle on tbe foctbille of the 11e>1m­

t&in. Photograph• of th• &HI are at Tab• l) ud I!. ?h.11 photo• wer-a 
taken aeveral d•y• •ftar tb• acti1'tl tmdad he:nc• tbe ana. 11 lHe 
foliated than 011. 14 NQ:Te11ber vhen n "9nt 1n. The 16 UK·lD'• returned 
to tha Pl·d Me n•• to pic:k "P th• rema1.n4ar of Company I and a port­
ion of the next cc:rmpatry to Ii• b.rou1ht in • Coarp&ny C. "niut beatn the 
p~eu of abutd·itll tlh• battalion into th• aru of operatioa•. 'rbe 
tin:ie of the auaalt na pracbaely 1048 bour1. 

C. nCUR·M; .JN TH.I."i::A];>pC tON! AND lNt!lA.t. CQ!.l'TACI: 

(l) In compli-ance wt. th r:ry 1n•t nictLon•. th• J Coaipany 
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Cninnande~ 1ecured th• landing ione by h&ving one of hia platoon lead­
~ra diap&tch hi• •quad• into different area•. 50 to 100 meter1 off 
the lari.ding zont to reconnoiter, while he retaine~ the balit:net of hi• 
company concealed in a clump of t~•1 and hi1h graaa near the center 
of the LZ area •• an offem1iva striking force, At approxi.rt&tely 1120 
hours. one of th• recou 1~uad1 took a prieo~r. I immediately took 
my S-2 and th• Vi•~••, Mr. Nik, and vent to the loc&tl.on &nd quea• 
tioned him. He we1 1marmed, dresaad in d1rt1 khaki shirt and trouaera 
"'1th •.serial Dl.mlber on one of the •hirt epaul•t•, and cirri~ au empty 
eanteen. Ba atated that ne had eaten only bananas for five <Uys. and 
that thera vere tbrae battalion• 0t1 the mountain Above u1 who wanted 
very Auch to kill Amar1cana but had been unable to find them, He 
stated tti&t he waa in the North Vietnamese A?"r6y. The S Company 
Commaod~r was diraec.ad to 1nten11f1 hia raconn&i•1&nce in the area 
where th• prisoner b.&d been taken (ne•r tht 110U11t&iA), and to prepa.re 
to a1sume th~ C Company mi11ion of 1earchin' tbt low.r portion of 
the mount•in &re& with e.Jll)haaia on th& finger 1tr1d draw to the north­
'.ICst. My co1m1&nd chopper waa called in and the prisoner waa taken 
b~ck i111ntdi&tely for interrogation &t the !rig&de CP. !1 th~. 1210 
hour•, •ufficient el•~t• of Company A ti.cl landed (unopposed) to 
ea.ke over tM U Hcurit:r •iHiot1 froCll Company !, Abo element• of 
Cha reconnoitering platoon of B Cortpany bad 11&d• contact ~ith 
&cattared e.nemy riflemen near the aiount&in. Tha l Company Commatider was 
ordered to &•au1111 the C Company 1earching mi11ion; to ~ ~p the 
finger U>ading down toward• X-1!.AY; and to develop th. 1ituation. B 
Cnm)'>•ny 1110ved out, and I dinu:ted the comnander of J. Company to prepara 
co 111ove up into the 1&M area on order when Cor1?&:1Y C had &rt'ived in 
X·RAY in 1aff1c1ent atren,th to take over LZ 1ecurity. At that ti.me, 1230 
hours we w.re caking no fir& in tha r...z. Around 1245 boura. lead •le• 
ll'll"nts of CQmpany a began to engage in a fire fignt of moderate in­
ten11ty. Shortl1 afterward• at approximately 1330 bour1, ~ding 
Officer, Coinp&tl7 ! reported th&t b• vaa beins atttc~ed heavil7 by at 
lea•t ~ COll"p&Diel Of ~ C\d that hil ri1bt platoon Vaa i~ canger 
of being aurrolJJlded and cut off from the reat of tbt c:ompn7 by a 
nu~erically superior fore.a. The fire fight became inten1e. Alao a. 
.few rouoda of 60 &id 81 m D10ru.r fin began falUna in t:be LZ and. on 
R Comp!ny, S Coaipany al10 i-ec:ti~ed 10111e roeka~ fire. 

(2) Shortly &fur the heavy fire fight began, the l~•t 
platoon of A Company and th• Company Co11:Dmider and lea.d elNnen.ta of 
C Comp-4r1y landed, Tha Cocmnand1n& Officer, Company A ws ordtred to 
move his company up on the latt of B Conpciyj to t1tabli1h ?h.1•ie'l 
eon.tac: t: -with it; to protect the I Company le ft !hnk; and to a end 
one pla.toon up to I Conpany to auilt B Comp&ay in getting to the 
8 Compa.ny pl .. toon vh1ch vu iri d&nser of l>eirtg cut off, The Ccxm&Dd· 
l'..ng .Officer, CoJllPeny C vH ordered to t&k• up a blocking po•1tion of£. 
t:he l&lld-ing Eon• to t~ •Outh and •ou thw1t to prevent the LZ !rom 
°c>e1'fll overrun front that d1ctct1ou, and to Jive pt"Qteecioa to A Company'• 
left fl&nk. ! called the s-3 in the coimia:nd chop;i>er mid told him to 
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have my Forward Air Controller bring in air •trike• beginning on the 
lOl.>Cr fringe of the •ount&in foothill1 &&:id vcrk over the DOuntcin 41and 
ene~y &pproacbe1 to the LZ fro~ th• v.1t and 1outh in that priority. 
'the •am. i.t\1truction1 vart to t>. gtv•n to the ARA &nd to th• artillery. 
Priority of fire• were to go to f1re ~iaaiooa and reque1ta from 
C0Vtp&nie1. When not firing in re1pon11 to a 1pecifie raq~•t, fire• 
we.re to be pound 1.n aa directed above, 'rn& Co:;,pacy Co111mander1, 
forward ob1ervar1, th• forv&rd air controller, and the artillery 
Liaison officer we" all havin& difficulty a•tting coordinated &S to 
tb4 loca.tiona of the forward demtmt• of th• eotr.paniu. The" vsn 
no Wllll·d•fined terrain feature• to help and the 1crub aod tree1 all 
looked 1.Uka. The air wu heavy vitb. amoke and duat. JI Company had 
more problem• than any otlier company 1inc1 1t had one platoou separ­
ated from th• reat of th• company in th• Jungle, and could net p~~i­
ae ly pin point it• locatioo tor purpo1e1 of clo••·in fire aupport. 
The platoon va1 in a movie& fir1-fiKht aiain1t a force .of 75•100 enemy. 
Tha f&ct tha.t thi1 platoon waa forward cf ! and A Comp1U:1ie1 delayed 
delivery of efftetivt fires in 1upport of tbesa two compan1••· Row­
l!ver, iuing tba technique of 1~alking11 fires b'!l the mount&in from. 
tb.a .outtl and west, fir.• wen phced where tbey 1ave IOU. help to 
th••• two co111p4nia1 • e1p1cially Company A. I a~cif1cally daf1nad 
1evaral draw1 loa41ng dowu from ttw aiount&in, and vanted firH placed 
en en.emy mortar po1ition1 aicnted or suspected out to 81 .. 110rt•r 
range. 'I'Wo &f.r 1trika:1 1"r. alto broupt in ~ t~ vallty floor to 
the northw1t on &nd n.aar the location of tha auapected enttny battal­
ion reJ>Qrted by higher beaciqu&rttr• tha prtviou1 dar. At thi• point, 
the mo1t critical period of the afternoon began. 

(J) '!'ht A ~UIY Comandtr unt up Ol\ pla.tocn to I 
Company u cf.ira.cted. Thi• platoon b.udad out, bee&N en.gaged, and 
ended up 011 tu risht of I Ccmp&ny rat her th.an the ldt. 'l'bia ,, .. 
con.fud.a& to botb. tb.a A Comp&ny Comnander ~d .,,. .. u uat1.l later 
in th• afternoon wbeift tl\9 location of thi• platoon bee&me sorted 
out, Th.a ! Company Coamander puahed out in an effort Co reach h11 
platoon which by tbat time had besn eompletaly surrounded. I Company 
(w) plu1 the A Company platoon vaa &~le to 1•t to vi.thin 75 metara 
of the cut-off platooa but coulcl a•t no fi.trtber. The J.. Compau7 f>lat• 
oon made 1t clo1tr than any other eleMnt. I Compuiy vu takin& l'Od• 
er&te e&1u&lti••· ConcurreDtly 11 Company A (·) va• lleatin1 up to• 
varda th• left and rear=o•t element• o! ! Co~y, it aiade heavy 
eont&ct vith • larga force o! at l~a•t on• PAVN COll!pan.1 which vat 
d.rivi:ng in aud alon1 a llry cr..k bad paraUel to the wutarn •dga of 
r;he LZ. l'hu• •ltnaey nre ·~d G.U-actly towar.da tbe left rear of 
Corcpany a. A very beavy Mn fisht immedi'etaly broke out. A eo.­
p•ny -wu .t:akf.~S l~aht 1:4•\ld'ti'u-, snd ,.~t-ract-1.n:g ~ haavy toll troa 
the .-an.-.iny, One· 'Df t~ .. 4~_p>n1·.,t>ut·oon1 'VU in •uch a podtion that 
.tt -w•• "ab'.la .to l:>~"OI c'lOll!!ill- .flati)dns- !ire on SO • 70 PAVK ., they 
.continued •mov.ing .• acro•~ ·th&i-r- front, Many o! then wr• killed., &1 
.vhen rtba leed fffV -¥an d~d. th• umainder k•pt comina r1Jht i.nto 
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the field of fin. >. Company took two priloura vbo ~r• later evac­
uated to Brigada. 

(4) J\let •• tha A Company fire fight broke out, th• 1&1t 
d.-nta of C Company a:nd the le.ad al&1DC?1.t1 of D Company landed, A1 
they l&nded, tba btlicoptar• too~ nwneroua hita but DOD• var• 1hoc down. 
Th• C Company Co1111&adar directed hia eleaiant• into poaiticm alous aide 
hi• other •leeenta vhicb bad lande' p~iou1ly. Within five minute•, 
& force of 175 • 200 enemy, beaded for th• U, ran beadlong 1.Jlto c 
Company. c Coapaay uld tbu off, k.1.ll1ng ruimeniu• of t'at11 1A th• 
proceaa &1 they contimJed t ryiug to a•t to the lsndirlg zone. One 
'Prilonar va1 t&Utl ad ..... acu&tad. The C ~~'1 action continued fer 
&ppro~imately 1 1/2 houra uutil th• 9n•lll1. di1organi&ed and decl.m:i.tad, 
pulled off under btl!Ty friaDdly &rtillary &n.d air !1re1 1 draggin& .. ny 
of hit dead and wounded. 

(.5) CCIQcerrant with all o! thll &bow, &a tbe first 
•l.:nent• of D Coaipany land.ad (wlth tha lamt alemeuta of C Cocsipa:ny), 
th•y imnediatel7 became 11111agad in th• fire fisht near A Company. 
ea .. of th• D C09"811T ~der'. radio operator• V&I JaA in th• lift 
~1 Co111m1mdar• helicopter be.fore he could dlncwt and tba cloor 
i'-U\U?' and one pUot vue wo\lnd•d. l •topped the other e1gbt UJl·lJ)' a 
lroai 1.acdina b)' rad1.o. th• Jl Coaapany elarMnta ccuailtad of the coan&nd 
lt'O'UP 1 part of ttt. mortar platoon and the antitank pl•toou. Tb• I> 
Comp&?ly ColDRdn led th• towardt the aound of th• hany firln& in 
tba A Collpaay ana. They Nd.a it to the rtt"lan-~d aru; immediately 
eng.aged 2.5 • 30 PAVN buded clown the 1trua-'oad md Hllad moat of 
them. A C~y alaaeDt• Hll•d th• teit. ~rlas thi• fight, tb• 
D Company Carama11dar an' Mortar Platoon lAadar were aertoualy wovndad 
but coatin~d to fin tbair dfla1 penonau, kilUq aneral PAVlC. 
After the en9111 were at~d, th.a ~ Co.pany Comaander alteru•t•lY loat 
eon.aciou11:1.,1 nd cw to. Ba tu.ni.ad °'"" tba com&ad of th. comp&ny 
to th• Antitank Pl&to0tt Ser1aant, a Staff &11rseant, &-6. l>i.,011ti0111 
of unit• at that uma .an ahown at Tab r. The C~dins Off1cer, C 
Coinpny .. de pbydcal contact Yi.th thla Staff Set'JHDt and Yi.th ey 
appro"t&l dLrectad tbe D ~ alement1 to tba left of C Col!!plUly 
c,1n1 in t11htly arouDd th• 1outha4ut1rn eds• of tba LZ off in th• 
b~h.. 

(6) 17 ~htm we were taltin1 numerou• c&1ualtia1 throuin­
out the battaUon, •d it w•• apparent th.at w. ver. fi&htins SOO - 600 
enury. 'l'hue van ocrly the onH we WT;"e i'll cootact Yitb and I fi.Jund 
otb.ar• ,..,.r• ·h•d•d·our "tl&y. 1 reqiaHte4 the Brigade Cotaiender -:o a&IMl 
roe 1anotber ri:tlra .•c~. He biialedi•t•~' approved tbi .. r.c;aatt. In 
bet I bur .lunuid:"tke h•··l\&4•a·lnad1 .alerted I Cotlpqy, 2d !att&l• 
i'Dn, 7th C&Va'l-q •d '•&e ·&m:aeribliai it at pick-up sonu • 
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(7) I>urint thi1 fire fight, the Cavalry Scout Section was 
&tven apac1f1c &r.&• to recotu\01tar. They concentrated on route• of 
•gr~aa down th• ll'IOuntain to the corthwest and IOllthwe1t, &nd also ap­
proaches fr~ the north «nd corthYeat on the v&lley floor. The C&velry 
reported ruult1 to in& on r:rry cormand net. At th1• ti111e, approximately 
1500 hours, I decided that it va1 necessary to continue to land the re• 
m&inder of the tactical ele~nts of the battalion conaiating of the re• 
con platoon, J UKlD loada of C Coinpany .,.n, and the XO and lat Sergeant 
of D Coarpany, Although th• a&atern portion of the landing zone was under 
enemy f1re it had aladted off considerably due to the C and D Company 
&cti0C11. Theae elametst1 l~d•d safely. 1 turtied 0 Company over to the 
Cortp&ny XO &11d directad. him to dilpoH the recon platoon around the 
north end ea1t fringe of the LZ for LZ security and a1 battalion re• 
•erve, The C Coapany Coanand•r hM! previoualy, v1th ary approv£1, 1et 
up all rifie cC111pany 1110rtar1 on the aaetero fringe of the LZ. Tb• D 
Coapany CO!llm&ndat 'Wa1 d1racted to add his mortar• to them and take 
over tb•ir control frot11 & central roe. ~incipal di~•ct1on of fire 
vu tO'\l'are A and I Covtp&niea, The 1DOr-tarmen alao had the 111.uion of 
LZ defeoaa to their e&at. All went quickly icto po11tion, 

(l) The time vu now approx111111taly lS4S hcun and the 
dispoaitioci of the oppoains force• wa1 aa shown at Tab c. The first 
&ttampt by Companies A and !5 to reach th• C\lt•off pl&tt>On h&d been 
stopped by appri>x1mflt•ly 300 .Uelll')'. w~ were taking moderate ca1ualtie1 
u~ci&lly ar.ona l•adera and rad1.0111tn. Then u1emy vt'C'C aggnu1v• 
and they came off th• motmta:tn in lara• groups. They were well­
can-o~!laged and took excellent advantage of c:aver and concealment. 'nl.ey 
were aood ahota. They wan a.rined vi ch 11U1Mrou1 automatic wtl&pona and 
•mall "potato-.naaber" 1rena.da1, Sven a.fttr being bit arvaral time• in 
the ebaet, many cOl\tinuad firin; and movin, for eeveral 110re •t•p• before 
dropping dead, I ordered Companie• A and I to evacuate their ca1ualtie1; 
Vi.thdraw under coverin& firtl out of cloa• contact; and prepared for a 
coordinated attack aupported by heavy p~eparatory fires to &•t back th.e 
aurroimded platoon. Mlamthil• Company C v.1 continuin& to hold o(f th• 
ene:aiy to thdr front v1th the belp of aoma 11'11.pifieant artillery and 
clo1e air tupport. Th• Battallon S-2 wa1 wounded 1.nd later •hot agato 
and killed duriDl thi1 anemy attack. The surrounded platoon of I 
Costpany stood off numerou1 PAVN effort• to overnin it. C.rrylo& their 
dead, their W'Oundad, and thc1r equipment tha rten of the platooo aatab­
Li1hed a ainall 25 -.tar wide periineter on a 1liiht riae of arvuod and 
redistributed their &lllDUn1t1on under heavy tnelll)' firr. 

(Z) At. apprcxlmate.ly 1620 houl'a, th• Hce>od at taelt by 
Compani .. A •nci a to raa.ch tha surrounded platooa began. Thia attack 
it'&I pne1dad by art-ill•ry and kM prepar.atory fires. !etveen the firat 
and aaccmd attack• and de1pit• h.aa.y fire• froR artillery and air. the 
enemy had •oved well. ut> toward a A and B Companies. Some were bs t:re.u, 
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None ftll back. Por fri6ndly to adv&.nea, the enemy had to be killed. 
Thls was difficult because they were w.ll•c«niouflaged and uaed all 
me&.ns of cover and concealment. Many had dug into sm«ll spider-hole•, 
others wera dug into tba top1 and sidea of the ant·hille. By that 
ti~e, Company A had loat ell three rifle pt&toon leadera - one KIA and 
ita artillery forward ob1arvtr ~IA. rour 11en had been 1hot and killed 
within six feet of the Company Comm&n~er, including hi• co!l'lllO aerg~ant 
vho was &ctin& •• • radio operator. Company ! eche101ltd &lightly 
ahead and to the right of Comp&trf A, prograa1ed only 75 - 100 meter• 
much of it paid for in closo•in fighting. I had given A Comp&ny 
~c"k his platoou which had been auiltina J Compeny. 1'everthden 
k Company could only prosi-.u &bout 150 cnetera. ODe pl&te>otl of A 
Company advanced farther tban tht other tvo; bec&r&e engaged with a 
greatly 1uper1.or fore•• and w&1 pinned down. Some of th• enemy per­
mitted the fr1.eodly to J>&ll by them in the dens• terrain and then 
opeDed up troa concealad po1ition1 •. \Thite phoepboroua &rtillery wa1 
brought in around tbe platoon and b•tveen th• platoon and A CC>~pany (•) 
to give support to an A Company oov. fonia.rd to get tt. Th• burnin.g 
~ho~pboroua cauae~ & t~orary lull in th• etieray firin& and that plu• 
the •1110ke, ant.bled the pl&too~ &Dd their dtad and wounded to be r.ached 
and b~inc back. A 200 • 22' enemy force vaa still i= tbe area fight• 
ing against Companle1 A and B. Jy 1740 hours, I decided that it va• 
~cusary to pul 1 A .and I Conipaniu, under cover of heavy supporting 
fires, back to the f~nge of the l11nd1ng cone lr!ld ••t up a tiiht 
dtf~sive perimtter for the night. Wt vera •till in good coeauni­
c&tion1 with tha surrounded platoon and it wa1 rills•d vith cloae•in 
artillery defensive fire, My intentions were to conduct •nother coord· 
~nated attack duri.ni th• night or early cha D&Xt 1110rning to re&ch it or 
to get them out durina tht n1lht by intiltrat1on. Seth A and B Cotnpaniea 
had numeroca VIA and ~ to 1et out of th• area o! contact i reorgan-
1~&t10'l\ of tb• .ctu.&dg and platooQ& had to be aceoepl1•h•d• r.1upply 
of amaio &nd water had to be carried out; and all unit• of tbe battalion 
h&d to be t 1.ed in and dilJ10Hd for th• night. C Company had tak•n a 
heavy toll of th• anamy throu&hout the aftemocm. C Coa:ip&nr hAd taken 
a few cas~lties ~ut was in 1ood ah.ape and th• '1ltmy, althcxtg~ etill 
i.u contact, h&d ce&Hd Ma attack• on th• conpany. Cocp&ny D had gone 
i:iito position. I COQpmly, 2d !attalion, 7tb. C&valry lt&a landed in two 
to £our UH-l.D load.a at a tia.. from 1705 to 1800 hours. A• they landed 
I built tbem 1nto a re••rve fore• prepared to counter-attack any pane• 
tration of c Company or for co=iitinent 1.n th• A, J Company area of coa­
t&ct. Thi~ wi1 not a•ce11ary. 

(3) Tbe vit·bdrawal of A. and I Comp&niu vu conducted 
euccea11fully. Whi·:U pbo1pbcrou1, fired by &·rtillery, vu &&&in uud 
to cov:er .tke Yithdrawa'l. !he 'bumi:.ng phosphorou1 1eesned to diaorg&niu 
the •n:eai:T mor1 than m and th• •llOk• sreatly a11i1ted u• by 1t1 screen­
ing e:f!fects. !y UOO houri• th• Ol"SUiz:ation of tM perimeter "'H 
complet&di uni:te vu• tyinc in for the night and defenliv• artillery 
and mortar U-ne •tr• being reg.hte.rad. l &tt"htd on• platoon of 

9 

. .---rr.IJDll::mtlilti:wn!!V 

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com 



Company B, 2d B&ttalion, 7th C£v&lry to C Ccxnpany &I C Company had ~ 
~ider •ector to de!e:nd, Th• recon pl•toon W'I& placed in battalion 
~eaarve. Dispo1iticma ~e~ aa sh.own at Tab A. 

E:. OTHER #.CT!V!T!ES DURtNG TRi Al"I'UJIDON: 

(l) \i/'h.il• all of the abova da1cribed ~ction1 were in pro­
gress, ~umer-ous othc.r &ctivitiea vare going on. A IDl.jor problem was 
cere And evacuation o! the wounded, tarly in the afternoon, th• battal• 
ion aur~eon, ri&dic&l agppliea and four ~id station personnel vare brought. 
tn. They arrivtd &round 1400 hour& &nd 1mdar be~ fir-a treated the wounded 
in r::y CP areL, I did not call ia Med tv&e helicopt~r• too fraquently 
because llOI t of the &ftu:uoou tba 1andin' ~on.a v~1 under fir-e, At about 
1330 hours & 8mtll two·cboppcr op.n &re& ~•• aalecttd in the aortbeastcrn 
portion of X-RAY, as '61 supply and evacuation link to th• re&r, nu.a 
we had to dtfead at ~ll costs. Thi& area ia ah.own at Tap A. I requested 
the helicopter lift cotsp«ny COCll:ll&nOtr to evacuate ~h• vounded, bring in 
cupplie&, and ••t u~ & 1yittm whereby rte':'/ helicopter coming to X•RAY 
with troop•~ ~ith tup~li~f, ce for wounded would cell me for t~d!.ng 
!.natruction1. Thia system worked vacy veLl i throughout th& &ftern.oon 
and early ~eni:ng, numerous UR·lD'a vare brought in - u.c:h fre>a1 & 

specific direction at & p~ser1bed altitude to l•nd &t & 1peeLfic place 
and iO out on & pt"eseribed h••ding. I b&ve the blgbe~t admir£tion, 
pr&ise a.nd rcapaet for th.e outetanding profea1ionali1~ &l'\d eourAge of 
~he UH•lD pilots end ct"IVI who r~ a iauntlet of enemy fire time &.fter 
time r:o help us. They t>evar n.fuH'd to cOClia in; they followed i1utruc• 
tion1 be&utifullyj they ware gre&t. Wa in tarn c&Lled them in when 
fire was tne lightest and triad to b&ve av-&rythini ready for each land· 
ing to keep then on the ground & minil!l'W'a time. None vere sbot down 
&:1d destroyed altboug~ 110lt of the= took h.it1. Tvo aircraft "*rt nrought 
in vh.Lch did not get out, .9P• ~ceived enemy fir& in the engin• &nd 
had to land in an open &.!:'U. just off the northe'l:U pott1on of the U; 
:ha other clipp.d & f.,.. t?"ee top• with th• main rotor on landing in the 
LZ and had to b1 left, C're'Va of both &ircr&ft vtra i.mm&diLtaly lifted 
out by other h~licoptara. !otn downed halieoptara wer. icrcnedi&taly 
ucured 'by dementl of Cot:1pony D wi.thout orden per ba.ttalion SOP • 
they bei.ni the ne&rut tt'Oopa. &otb. wen 1Hgh.tly dam&ged on1y &nd 
were 1lun1 out t:vo day• later by CB-47 Chinooks, During th• three 
day battle, thoao vtr& tbt only two downed helicopters. Jy 1350 houra, 
H bad beeottiC eppa-renc th&C we would need & night landing capability • 

.. th.at I neecled & pathftodar e.&11 co c11i1t e>e on th• ground. I called 
the A Co11psny, 229th l!.ft compr.ny eoim:nander with & requue for p&th• 
finder-1 and iwaa ir&ti'f..1.:ad to lorn that he had anticipated the r.quin· 
meot. ?.hey a-rrived the>rtly thuaatur aiDd vitb. ~g1n .. r de110litionilit• 
cloiind ~he~ into .& fd?'ly Hf• .:two•-ehopper lanr:U.ns area aud Mt up 
Hghu tto ..b• turned ·on if u~c•u.ary for rii&ht land1.ns•. Altbough und•r 
enemy ob:serv.&t:1:on £nd Un. 1~ wu leu -vulnu:&'bl• than tb.a •ou-tharn. 
ponion of X:-."'ll~ ·where ·vt .were 1cil l cleaning out enemy ri!1eaen. 

IO 
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(2) By dark, at 1915 houri, & resupply of arurio, rations, 
wtt!t and medical auppliea bad been oroughc in. Dexdrana, morphine, 
arid bandages "Wet"e tl\g medical suppliea moat naeded at1d water w&s at a 
premium. At ~pprc~imattly 1850 hours, I radioed by S-3 and told him 
to pre})'.rc to come 1u aa aoon as possible u~ins tvo UH·lD'• and to 
bring in the artillery li&i•on off1eer, TAC, two radio operatora and 
mort water and s~ll Al:'llll &tlll:X). They landed &C Zl28 hours. The dust 
and smoke whieh hung like a hori%ont1.l curtain over th.e entire area 
dt.hye.d thai.r 1.nivd and made the landing ver:y difficult but once &g&.in, 
tht 229th. pi.lo:!s puformed with grea.t courage and professionalism. 

IV. ACT!V!TitS DURING THE .NIGHT CJF' 14 NOV"E.MBER: 

A. By d&rkties1 1 19lS hours, ...a tad evacuated all our wounded 
and collected our dead in my CP ~re&. A:m:c and water ~&• b-cing dis· 
tributed; tha l&ndins eene &~ wa1 in the fin&l 1tage1 of prap«r&tion 
for night la.n~ings: mort&r and artille~ firaa we.re baini registered 
close around the per1metar; & 1mall light proof workini are.& had ~een 
constructed out of poneho• for th• inedics: and the ch&in of eoin:n&:\d 
had been reorgani~ed. I t&lked ~1th many of th• men &nd could Ree that 
the inorale va1 bigh. We knew vt were facing a tough &namy but we &lao 
knev the enemy wit.h & greatly 1up•rior force had failed to get through 
ua that &fternoon. We t11r1 in txeell1ot 1hap1 &s we complat&d tying in 
our peri~eter. '!'he cut·off platoon of B CQ?!lpany was in good tt.0calt and 
w~a holdin& its polition. 

B. During the night the enemy 1114de 1ever~l ltght probes 
forwtrd of A ~nd S Company, and of C Cortpany ne~r wher& it tied in 
vitb A Company, Artillery haraicins and interdiction f1rac vcr. brought 
dO'IJ'n on th~ lower fingers ~d dravs of ehe mount&in, ~round the 
southern and ~st.e;rn •diel of the perinietar; and up on tha 1 lopea vhera 
!our or five ~loctric lighta vtre obaarved. ~a rec~ived six or 1ev1n 
round~ of high c::plosive f1rt, eithar 1DOrt&r or rockets, 

c. The •urrounded plLtoon o! B Compc.ny on a. Hnglt' of tna l'llOun• 
:ain JOO metera northvest o~ the battalion p~ri.lleter ~•• pt"OC$cted by 
close- in &rt:Hlery fires &l.l n1gbt. Tb.e enelll')' could be !lend all &round 
the platoon. Artillery fira waa br~ughc !n on theae &~&• and th• ahouts 
&nd •~Tfl.&ms told of good results. The platoon beg&n and anded tbe r:U.ght 
with 3 tlA, 12 WIA. cad 7 •en not wounded. It va1 diapoacd in tvo aeparate 

.. loc:atiOn.t wi.thin Chei.r small ~riMtet'. The pl..atoon ltt.&cier, platoon 
sergea.nc and veapoiia aquad ludn ,,.r• cnon.g tb..e J:IA. The r.l' .. "l whci tndrsd 
up on the ·radio -wu • S.rgunt 1•5 aqU&d luder. Ht could no: s•t to 
tha <r&:nkln~g,,i.man fiJ· St&'ff Ser.gone ri.f,le •quad leader), lince any raove ha 
ma.de. d.rer1 ~i'll1r!liedht•"ent:¢.y ri<f:J:e ft!~. Ro vu the coaino And leaderaht.p 
lin1< to 1h1:s .. comp~y .. CQniDande1". Tnrou.gbout the n!ght: he ndjuated close-in 
uM.:11-.r:, .ff.,re~·on ;the .. eneary •ur:routiding .htcn AU he h~ard the11 l'ltrvi.ng and 
ta:lking. Threie•:aepa:rate .. .a.ttJ.e'u ·w:e.r-e .. 11N1d•· dodng th• ni.ght by tt\e ~nemy­
each 1n ·about 50 man 1tTangch, AU ware beaten off by 111&11 anna ~"'\d 
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Lrtillery fire, Savar&l of th• VO\Jnded inen of th.a platoon continued to 
fight. The second attack, at &pproxiinately 0345 hours was praeadad by 
bugle e&lla around th• pl.&toon and Ul> on the 1110unt1in 200-400 inatna 
abov• tht platoou. I requ•ated and r.eeived a TAC Air strike in the 
er~& abovt th• platoon. Ittwaa conducted uncar Air lore• !l&reahip 
illumin4ticn. It waa right or. target and greatly a11t1ted in breaking 
up the second attack on th• surrounded pletoon. Thia va1 cha only 
illweination uaed all niiht ainee it axposad the Den in the 1urrounded 
platoon aa v.ll aa Ch.e f~ol•• in th& open are&• of the battalion 
perimete?. Al10 1 there V&I a fairly bright 8IOOT\ from 2315 oavarda. Wh£n 
day•lig~t broka, num&roua enemy daad w.ra aet:n &round th• ~urt'Ounded 
platoon. These ver. onlr th.s dead vho could ~6 aeen by the ~en •• they 
lay prone in th•ir J><)Sitiona: Other ~odies ware poa1ibly concealed by 
the high gr~•' ~nich dott•d the &rea. I>urin' the night, tha een of the 
platoon uw c.nd he&rd the eaeray d.racgine off uny dead. and wounded. 

D. Firat light came at 0530 houri. I had tent&t1vely decided 
on my plan of a.ttac:k to nac:h. th• surround.ad. pla.toon vbil• 1iwlt&naou1ly 
~ecuring the pcricnater. I directed by A, 11 and C Company Colll!Ml:ld•r• 
to meet me &t th• C-6~~ay C? to finalize. Che plan and to reeei.v• r:ry 
ord•rs since t:h.&t va1 ehe bHt point of vantage. The time vaa approx­
i.m&tely 0640 b.our1. I alao directed e&cb c~y to check &round th~ir 
positlon1 ca.t""tfull7 for iufiltr&tora and 1u1,.rs. 

A. At approximately 06SO hours th• recoa elements of th• lat 
end 2d pla:oona cf C Cocnpany (th• t:VO left pla.eoona) which v.re ee&rch­
ing and ecreeninl ap~roxi11&tely 100 • 200 -netera fo:war~ of their 
poEitlona began r•eciving rifle fire from th&ir front &nd l•ft froat, 
I'hey Nturned the fin and beg.an puLlinii back to tbdr dtfan1iv1 poa• 
itions. Ae this tim&, they wtrt attacked by & force of 2 • 3 Companiea. 
The 1nemy W&I well•camouflaged; crouching lov• and in aome c&ae1 crawlin, 
on bands &nd k?leea, TM racon partlet fro• tha two pl&tooa. position• 
•ight of the company CP encount1Tad no ane111Y but pulled back i111redi1tely 
to their defansive po1itioti1. An i.ntan•• t1114ll &nns flre f isht hroke 
out, Th• weight of the enamy attack wa• directed &t tha laft portion 
of the C Company aector. The raeon p.&rtias of t~ l•t and 2d platoon• 
began taking c&aualti•• iucluding 1ome ~IA •• th.y pull1d back. Othar 
men \let'!! hit tryin1 to gat to them. Soms were recovered; hwavar, by 
thin - 0730 hour.a tbe enemy ha4 taOVad &l.Jnoat to th• P•~iroater f01::hote1 
despite tali:in1 .eevere 1011•11 fro11 artillery, 1110rt&r, and clo,. air. 
Savage c1o.n•range ft,btiilg want cm for: the next tvo houra iu tbe C 
CorQpany aec:tor - p?.ii:a&ril1 m the l..aft thrH pl:atooa area.a and forY&rd 
o1 tha .COtllp_any CP. The:-9 waa cona1:de-r&blt hand•tO•b&nd f1.ghtiQ&, ror 
exHpl:.t, th• 11.t p.l.&toon leadtr waa found l•t•r ~ and fiv• dead. PAVN 
uound h-i:m in &nd t1e~r hi., CP fo>cl\ole, Ont roan vaa fowd tlA with hit 
hand• at the· tb.roat of 1 dHd PAVN. J;fumeroue enemy be><lios ware {ound 
1nterm1nglad 'Wien the ld-Ued-and vo-undad of C C~pany. At &pprod111&tely 
0715 hour&, the enemy attacked the t> Company uctor nur ¥hare the 
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more&~ vt:re emplaced, This put the ~rimeter under attack froai two 
direction~. Artillery, A«rial Rock.et Artillery, and TAC Air were 
called in and their fir•• were accurata and extreoely ~ffeetive, ARA 
and TAC Air~•• &110 u~•d to ring the perimeter with fires, Pri.ority 
of all fires was iiv&u to C Co!!1pany, The artillery ro with C Company 
~a& pinned down by rifle fire in the company CP area. Hence the artil· 
lery was adju1tad by ~ artillery liaison officer from rf CP. There vas 
good oDaervat1on, 

B. At &pproxill'l&tcly 0715 hours, the Cotrn&n<iing Officer, C 
Company reque1ted rainforcement1. I took & platoon frocc Company A (it 
being the cloaeat to C COQ,psny) a'Cld diapacched it for the c Company 
C~ araa, !t c~ under fire while lllO'Ving over the open groUDd, lost 
2 KIA and W!A, but made it to the right center of th.a e Company aector, 
At about 0745 hours, the A Comp~ 1ectDr was attaelc..ed by vhat was 
later dete~ined to be a small fore&. We were now b•ina attacked from 
three ~iif~rent direction• with fir1ns of equal int1n1ity in all three 
a.reas. Gruiug fin from e-oem,- amatl a.rm• and &utomatie v.apona wa.s 
crisa-crouaicg the interior of the p8rizreter into th.a landing tone, 
battalion CP area and aid at.ation. Twelve to fifteen B! explosions 
of either enemy 1110rtar or rocket fit'9 occur•d in the ~rtmeter. Scvera.l 
men vu·e vounded 1.n and near the CP by a111&ll &rm11 fire. One waa ~IA. 
! alerted my reaerv. for probable cocnmitmeat in the C Cocnp&ny area. or 
D Company Seetor • both of which contingencie• ~• had planned for the 
night bafora. I r£dioed tha bri~ade colQm&ader, informed him of the 
situation. and in ~1.., of the los••• being auatained by C Company and 
the heavy attack, l requeattd an additional rainforci.ng c.oiapany. Be 
had a.lreedy alerted Company A, 2d B&ttaliOl\ 1 7th C&valry the prevtoua 
night and a•semblcd it vith hel1eopter. ready for move11ent. Hy ra• 
que5t was approv.d but t did not bring tba company in at that time due 
to heavy fire in the Lt. See !a~ I for d1apo1itlon1 of oppo11.ng force1. 

c. The haavy fir• fight continued O<\ly ill the C and D Co~pany 
Sectors. At one tiuie, approximately OSOO bour1, th~ anti•tank platoon 
~as heavily engaged .ad th• L% w&• severely thr-e&tened, The llClrt&rmen 
wcr~ firing both tbair ~ortara a.nd their rifle• &nd takini beavy aro&ll 
ams !in. One C>Ortar Y&I hit and put out of action by en~ fi. re. 
I ecxrcnittad my re1erve, tbe I.econ Platoon, vh.ich mcved into the left 
of the C Company 1ector; headed towArda n Campa.."\}' acd clean.t it out. 
Tbey joined up vitb the rest cf D Compan, and from then on throughout 
the re•t of the attack. th&t portion of the ~riirieter wa1 under eontrol. 
Thh 'P£rtn1tttd me to take tbt ri1k of eoanencing to bring in A Compa.ny, 
2d Battalion, 7th C&va1ry. Although Cha Lt vaa under fire, it W&I reduced 
some'llhat, ! needed A COll!P&n1, ~d !attalicm, 7tb C.valry in, ao that I 
could Te±nforce or pouib"ly counterattack or block: i1l or bah.ind the 
c Co~p~ny aector. I ordered ~ha ~omumder, ! Company, 2d !&tC.lio~, 
7th 'C&V.&:lry to p.ull OM &.dditi'On&l rifle platoon plul hh CO!m'l&nd g·roup 
off ni·• Lin•; tu·rn the ,.ctor over to hf.1 remaining platooll; uumble 
th• ·Coap&.ny (·) d1aper1td near f11Y CP; 1nd pr.paria, on order. to reicforce, 
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block. or countaratt&ek 1n th• C Company •Bctcr which vas 12~ meters to 
thQ east of ~ha CP or second, in £ny other &rec. By then, two officers 
of C Co~p•ny h&~ ~en killed and three wou~ded. HQ',;'CVgr, tha cOll\p&ny 
COD'¥ll&ndt? altbo\l:ib 1bot in tbl ch~st and back continued co functionj 
help to contn>l l(a C0113p&ny; &nd give 1111 report• !or na&rly three hours. 
The into of C CoapllZly stood thair ground, Oo• xnan cf Cocnpany .D who wound 
up in the C Cccrp.triy ••etor w11 tbe only toldier lafc eoveri:\g 50 ~etera. 
He peraonclly abot 10 • lS enemy with hi• M-16-rifle firing from the 
kneelinK position, The c0tnpany radio oper~tor picked off 15 • 20 from 
the company Cl foxhola. The co~p&ny co!llll<lndar ~ille~ 1evara.l befo't"& 
he vas vounded. Tba .nem' fi~ v&s ao heavy tbat 1DOVtt11.nt tow&rda er 
within tba aector resulted in more friendly casualties, It va1 during 
this action at 07}5 hour• tn.t all platoon po1ition1 threw & colored 
£moke grenade on fl!'/ ordar to define viaually for TAC Air, ~ and 
artillery eir oba~rv.rs the pariph~ry of tha p~ri.:netar. All fire support 
wa~ brought in extremaly close. Some friendly artillery fell inside 
the perimeter, and. t:vo cana of naf)&lm 'titer. cialivu·ed in my CP area 
1o1ound1ng two 1DCn &nd· Htt1ng off 1oa1e M-16 &!DO, Thia va aceeptad u 
abnonn&l, but not unexpected due to tht emergency need for unu1u«lly 
close•in fire support (SO·lOO metera), C Cott?&z\y, vith att&cb.menta, 
fought tht ~s•iv•- t=•RIY for~• for over tvo houri, At apprcxi~ataly 
0910 nour1, elemanta of A Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalr1 beg&n 
ltnd1ng, ! briefed tbe Comm&nding Officer, A Coi:apany, 2d !attalion, 
7ch C&va1ry o~ th• situation &ud 1aw to it that he va.1 oriented by the 
Coanandicg Officer, I Company, 2d ~tt&lion, 7th Cavalry OD tbe 1ector 
he was to go into. I then ordared the Commanding Officer, Company B, 
2d Battalion. 7th C&v&lry to ~ove vith hi• comm&ad group and the one 
platoon tc th• C Company 1ector, a11ume control ~ar the ramaincar of 
C Company and re1ponaibLlity for th.a de!an1• of tba 1ector. Ha r.o•ed 
out at 0941 houri. Th~ recn&inir.g platoon of ! Conpany, 2d a.&tt~lion, 
7th Cavalry followad abortly after vhen it va1 ralie:vad on th• perimeter 
by A Company, 2d Sctt&l..ion, 7th ~alry. Vhen th• 3d ~latoon of A 
Company, 2d Bateation, 7th C&v•lry 41amount•d fron th• chopper•, it 
headed tcward1 ebaC Cotipany, l•t Battalion, 7th cavalry fir. fi&ht and 
aaacmbled t.abind thair laft platooc. I attachad it to ! Ccnrpany, 2d 
Battalion, 7th C&vLlry &nd it fougnt vi.th tbat corwpany throuihout th~ 
next tvo days. By 1000 ~ur1 the enemy attack had 0.an def•atad. C 
Company ba~ bald. The ~1 ctver papetrated through their po11tion. 
At approxiai.ataly l330·h.cur• all comp1oie1 on th• peri.~ter tcreened 
out for 30~ .xter1 and polieed th• battlefield. IM&d PAYN, PAVN body 
fngments, and PAVlf weqoca and equtpC1ent wer't licte.red in J>rofusion 
ato\Jt\d th• ad&• and fonrlt'd of th• periateter. lurMrou1 body fragments 
were aeen. Then vaa mauivt evidence e.g. bloody trails, 'oanda1e•. 
etc. of m&n.y other PAVN btiill draggad away from tt.. •r••· Some of the 
·enetll)' dud were iowd 1.tacl:ed 'behind anthilh. Artillery atid V.C Air 
~u placed on 111 wooded .arsa1 nearby into which trail• diuppeared. 
·Numero.1.t1 ·en.e1111 -weapon• ven collected &tons with other ar11111Dtnt. ~o 
pri 'Gonna iven t&kl'n 'ind ·trv:acu&ted. Friendly dead and vounded wart 
Also coile·cud. Some friendly ,,er-a killed and wounded 1n tb1.11 ecreen· 
ing. C Compaoy, l•t !attalLon, 7th Cav&lt"1 ~•• t~n poatt1oned •• 
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the battalion ra1erv1 in the center of the p~ri.meter and A Coapany, 
2d ~ettalion, 7th C&v&lry Y£1 in position in the fortner B Company, 
2d Battalion, 7th C&v&lry sector, 

v1. n!! ll!:Lrxr cy m smooNDEn zw nJ.IOON. cOMPMJ 11. AND 
RED!SPOSI.1100 OF THE l'EU~'I"ER: 

A. Data in the aftert1oon of 14 November, the b~igade Co1D111nder 
bad moved the 2d l«ttalion, Stb C.valry, into LZ Victor. At approxil:)&ttly 
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for 'I.Z X-aAY. See Tab J for routea uaed. 
At 1205 hou~1, it cLoaed ~nto I-aAY. The C<Xllll&.nding Officer, 2d Sattalion, 
Sth C~alry and l coot'dinated on the tieposition of forces. It wa1 agreed 
that h.ia A &nd B Companiu vhf ch were 1outh and west of LZ X•RAY on the 
lower 1lope1 of th.a rsount&in headed northweat plu• B Company, lat !Atta.lion, 
7th CLvalry would conduct a coordin£t•d attack behind artillery, AP.A, 
TAC Air Jireparatio?l to rel.int the aunounded platoon. 'the route of 
•tt&ck waa ae shown at tab K. rt wa1 agrted that t would aaeume oper­
&tion&l control of Ccapany B, 2d !a.tt&licni, .5th. Cavalry aud be in overall 
control of all unit• at Lt X•RAY plua responsibility for ita defan1e. ! 
Coaipa.ny. 2d Battalion, 5th C&valry ~•d forward of D Company, lat !att&lion, 
7th Ca.valry on the psrim•tar. All 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry r90t"t&r1 vent 
into p<:>sition and regt•tered. D Coaipany, let !attalion, 7th Cav&lry (minus 
the mortar platoou) was added to C Company, lat !&ttalion, 7th Cavalry 
in ~e•~rve, The attack by A and C Col'lpani•• of tbe 2d !attalion, Sth 
Cavalry and ! C01Z1pany, lit S.tt&Hon~ 7tl\ Cavalry under control of 
Co~n.diag Officar, ld a&ttalion, 5th Cavalry jUlllped o!f &t 131S houri, 
!'here vas Little enemy ra1iatanee, B Company, lat Battalion, 7th Cavalry 
reached tbe surrounded platoon at 1510 houri. At the location there vere 
B KU, 12 llTIA and 7 unwo'Utlded. The plat:oon atil.l bad aum:> left and were 
in sood roorala. The wounded w•re evaeuated and all unite diepoaed end 
dug 1n for th• night. Dt.po1it1on1 were aa ehovn at T&b L. AmrJJniticm, 
water, and ration• were bTOu&ht in and ~i1tribut1d. l'he dead were all 
evacuated. 

VII. EN!:MT NIGRI A'r'..AC~. 0400-0630 R0l7R.S, 16 HOV: 

A, At approxim.ataly 0100 hours, ! Company, let Battalion, 
7th Cav&lry waa probed by S a?lemy. ?Vo wer. killed and the other three 
disper1ad. Th.a 1DOOn vu up at 23ZO boun and there vert no cloud1. 
Fire diac1plin•, 11 during the previous night, vat exe•lLent. All 
aiming ataka light• on tb• inortara vera txtinguished, and no 110rtar 
fi.re waa 1pt.rmitud, •• during the pr.viou• night. vitbout approval from 
me. All f1;rea vert coordina;tecl by rt1'f Artillery Liailoa Of Heu. Con· 
tinuous, cl·1:1ae-in 'H and I fi.ru ~re conducted &ll irouud th• ptriniettr. 
Some: were ip laced 011 th• mcnmtain•ide, and firin& in two arau resulted 
ill • Hr·iu of sacondary exploliona, 
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!. At approximataly 0400 houri, the enemy be1an pr~bing the 
! Company, 2d Battalion, 7th ~v&lry 11ctor. At 0422 boura & fore• of 
250 - 300 enemy att&cked ! Company, 2d !&ttalion, 7th cavalry 1~ th• 
lat !attalion, 7tb Cavalry 1ector. The rout• of attack va1 froc the 
&outh•&at •• ahovn at Tab H. Flarsahip illuminatio= wa1 called for and 
contt~uoua until 0545 houri. The attack -waa beaten off ~Y •mall •rm• 
and &r-tillery fira1. At 0431 hour• anothar attack by 200 enemy came in 
on ! Coll'f>&ny, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. Each t~ & flare vould lighc 
up, the enemy vould hit the 1round ot' fall back !.nte eh• cover and con· 
ce&l=tct offered by the hich gra.aa 1ad trea1. Th• &rtillary took a 
heavy toll. Tbtre wr-e four oattertea firing. 'I'ht PAVN could be aeen 
dragging off n~rou1 bodi11. By 0303 houri, th• ~ight of h.ia attack 
had ebifted CX>rt to the •outhwe1t wieb approxini&tely 100 enemy &tteeking. 
!hia wa~ r-epul1ed br 0535 houri. At OSSO houri, the flcreahip ran out 
of fl&re1. Artillery illumination va1 then employed. 'The mortar• of 
both b&tt&licma h.ad been firing BE 1inc• th• &tt&ck be1aft, Mortar 
ill1.m1in&ti01'l V&I than permitted. At 0627 bour1 1 anotker &tttck came 
dirtctly toward• the CP, At 0641 hours the •nemy had been beaten 
off ~nd W&I dragginJ off bodies under fire.. I Cotrip&ny, 2d !attalicm., 
ith C4V&lry !'wd fMSrfotned magn1!1cantly, &nd hAd 1ufferad only 6 lightly 
i.ooundacl, J>unng th• attack, tvo Hp&.r&tt resupply ruas of ammo wera 
1:>11de by th• ~eon Platoon, lat !atcal1on, 7th C4valry under flre end one 
by the XO and radio operator• of B Coarp&ny, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry. 

C, At 0641 bour1 1 orden we.re given for &11 men oa tha ~riineter 
co 1pr1y the trees and the a:ichill• and bu1ha1 fon.rard and over their 
poaitio~ •t 0655 bourc tor two ainut•• to kill infiltrators, 1nipcr1, etc. 
Immediately upon firin,, & fore• of 30 • SO PAVN expoaed them1alve1 150 
meters fotv&rd of Company A, 2d l&tt&lion, 7th C.valry and began firing 
thef.r ve&poc1. App&reocly the "mad ininuta" fr'H •pr&yi.nc, prematurely 
triggered a po11ible anei:ny &ttack. HE aod VT artillery v11 brought in 
and the attack vaa ba&ten off in twenty mf.nut••· The tact~c of spray 
firing uc:oc.mted for 6 PAVN de&d. One hung from I tt"H forward o! th~ 
left pl1toou of B Company, 2d !att&lioo, 7th CllrValry. Anoehar dro-pped 
out of a tree 1.mmC1d!atcly forward of th• B Company CP. One PA\'tt W&I 
killed about on• hour l&c.&r &ttampt1n1 to climb down a tree and escape. 
Hy co~pany cOC11111ander1 r.ported to rM that th• ~en liked th11 •praying, 
In addition to killin' ~. apparently it &fford1 • r•l•••• of ten-
sion built up tbrough tti.: night, and clear• any doubt~ •• co enemy 
oaarby. At 0716 houri, ~ cautiou1 and daliberaca 1weep w&1 ~de by 
Company C, lat !att&licm., 7th Ca~alry and th• Racon platoon, lat 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry th.roachout tba interior lll\d fri.l\ga1 of the Lz:. 
I crdared this conducted on hand• and koee1 to 1etrch for friendly 
casualties and PAV'R 1nfiltratcin in th• h.tgh dephant srua. The trees 
\'ere alao 11e1.rched. Then vera n•sativ• ruult•. 

D. At 0810 hour-a, all unit• on t.he per1mecer were ordered to 
coorcH.nata vith their fluilc unit•, and prepare to inove out on a 1euch 
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and clear sweep 500 meters comiencing in order. The movement begu at 
0955 houri. how1ver 1 aftar moving SO • 75 meter• B Company, 2d Battalion, 
7th Cavalry came undar fi.re. One pla.t:oon leader vu seriou1ly lfOunded, 
All lllO'V9C"leDt VII atopped. ! Co~~any, 2d Battalicu, 7th Cavalry ~ulled 
back ta the perimeter foxhole• and cloat•in art1l1&ry and TAC Air v11 
called io. Wa then llO'l/9~ back out; elillinated all r1111tanc1 and policed 
the n·•a. 27 more P.AW v.~ killed oa thia weep, !nell'r)' dead we" ly~ 
ing througbout the are&. I 1av l'lla1ive evidence of d~d and vounded evac­
uation •• blood, body fragment•, bloody garment•, ate. We alao brought 
in tbru frier:ndly KI.A. ltumerou1 eneniy wupona nre coll•ct:ad, . Maay vere 
seen which had bean frog1n11at1d by ~1.rt. 

X. At &pproxilfta.tely 0930 bour1, the fir1t element• of the 
2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry(•) began arriving at X·IAY. They cloaed at 
&pproKimatety 1200 houri, At 1040 hours, the Brigade Conana:nder ordered 
me to 1DOV1 the battalion; Company 8 1 2d !&tt&lion, 7th Cavalry; and the 
3d Platoon, A Company, 2d !&ttal1on, ?th C&v&lry by 'UR·lD to FALCON LZ, 
theu to Camp Hollovay at ?ltiku for two d.&y1 of rt1t and ?'e0r1anization. 
Ke ordered ine to rel11'V• ry aletMnt• on line vitb. alemmta of th• 2d 
UttaUon, 7th C«valry ·and the 2d. B&ttalion, Sth Cavalry •. ·.Thu t .clld. 
Bowaver, before moving B Coi1pany, Zci lattalion, 7th Ca.valey, I had tbam 
conduct one final lateral sweep &ero11 tha1r front out to 1.50 meter•. 
Thia wu th• aeene o! axtrar1e1y heavy action aod l vant:ed the 'battl.efiald 
tho~u,~ly pol.ic:ed. t~ t.Xtr&ction b' tra-lD va1 completely 1uc~11ful, 
and vaa cover-ad throughout by artillery and TAC Air ddivenci around 
I•RAY. on the fli,b.t rout•• in and out, 8Dd on the elope• of tbe mount&.in. 
There wu no ene.my fire at any tiM d11rin& tba exttaetion. The choppers 
vtre not 'brou,b.t in wtU aircraft loads nre spotted on th• U. Renee 
th• UH· lD1 vere on.ly on the iround a f.,., uc:ond•. Conc:urnntly "1th 
troop txtractle>n 1 &XC&ll luppliea, enemy ... apozu, C:&IU&lty ll&r 1md 
w1apon1 1 and ea1ualtie1 ware evacuated, ti.easy hand 1r.nacla1 • aa.o. 
•nti·t:ank weapon•, etc vet"e placed in a lars• bole 11nd &r?'U.&e111Clta 
wtre made with CO, 2d !&ttalion, 7t~ Cavalry fQr 4einolition b1 hi• 
anginur team1, Many other aaamy weapon• 'la.ad pl:'ttd0':11l1 bean da1trcyed 
e1nwhere in the battl• area. By 14.56 houn &l.l &leinant• of the 
1st l&ttAlion, 7t~ Cavalry; ! Conpany, 2d l&tta.l1on, 7th CaYalry 1md 
the 3d Platoon, A Coapmny, 2d latt&lion, 7t~ Cavalry b.ad beea extrActed 
fro~ X•RAY bound for Lt F~l..con. By 1430 houri all. element• had lett 
LZ FALCON by air and clcaed into C&mp Holloway, vicinity of P1e1.ku. 

VIII. tNEMY I P'Rl!m>LI CASUALT~S I CAPTtJUD: 

~QUIPME:NT 

A. tNEMY: 

li llad 1 body count .. 634 
Ulled,· wounded (l•t) • 121.5 
C&ptur.d, evacuated ~ 6 
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B • FRUNDLY {!l'CLUDF;S ATTACR£D OR!TS): 

lilhd .. 79 
liounded - 12 l 
Miu ing - None 

c. CAPTURX?> UEMY EQUIPME 1'"! I IVACtlATEO: 

Assault carbin•• v/bayonet • S4 
A$a&ult rifles, &utoin&tic • 57 
Automatic liflea - 17 
Heavy Machin• G!Jna • 4 
Antitank ltoekat Launcher• • S 
Pi•tob • 2 
81J82 mm Mortar Tube• • 2 
Medici fits .. 6 

D. E~MY EgUlf'WNI' DESTROYED IN OBJECTIVE AREA: 

Crsv•aervad and individual weapon• .. 75·100 (&pprox) 
Antitank Rockets • 3 cast• of 3 rounds aaeh 
Rand Gra.nada1 - 300-400 (approx) 
Aaaorted 111i&ll &nna, AW &a11uaitiou • 5000-7000 round• (est) 
tntr'1:1ehins to<>la • 100·150 (small •hovel type) 

!X, COMM::?-."!: 

A. nia follo~ius item• conceniina th• eneity and &•ner&l o4ttlc­
f1eld tech.niques &re conat.d.ered worthy of mention. Most: npreunc 
nothing aev aad are li•C•d for emph&•i• at beini particularly applicable 
to the PAVN enemy. 

B. rrRE SUPPOR.T: 

(1) ~ support to be trul, effact1vt mlat be clo1e-~ 
Ag~in•t heavy •tt&cka aucb &a th• onea V9 defended aaainat, aoma enemy 
will Jet very clo1a or eYa~ intarmingled with friendly 1n th• high 
grau. l!r1ng1na fire• ii:l promptly, ~lki'llg them in" axtnmely close 
helped u1 1reatl7. Tb• i:omnander canne>t wait until he lcnov1 exactly 
wher~ all h11 men are. It ha does, in 1 heavy action, ne vill get 
llOre ·men killed by wait1n& tb&n if t. •tare• 1bootin1 inaedi1t1ly. 
One1 the enemy 1et1 11 clo•• &1 25 11eter1 out or 1nt1nni.l2111d then he 
has tht frleadly Ught1Dg on bi• t•rm1, with tboH vho n&Ye r11de it 
that elou. C in au rt then can cut off hi.a 
l.e._llov•up .unH:•, and ~l b• therJ. Re 1' nuch "°" a ra of 
n&pd11 '4tld ·vhit• phoapbo I tnih B!. He h1t• tb• dirt under HE 
!ir1. llndar napa1m 11ed WI', be oftan &eta up and runa arnund in diav 
order, 41nd pre~anta a better target for 1121&11 1rrn1, VT, and H!. 
The 250 pound f't'q ~b and tba CB~' s a.re -,ery dftetive. 
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(2) \ilhen a un1t get1 into an objective aroa, &1 100~ as 
pos1ible •ft1r landing, &r:1ller, fires should ~. brou1ht in. 'l'h11 
vill ~aybe ~ill lc:JllD9 PAVJ; nearby and c:ertaicly will eut 4own time on 
targtt when a fire ~iaaion on 'lcnovn e"Damy 11 called for. 

(3) Aerial rocket artillery 11 axtremely affective e1pcc~&lly 
if tha pilots knew the •x.ct location of fri~ndly. Ic h.&1 a tr:-emendou1 
5hock affect onc1'1a lrtltstlfY, th• tEiing about AP.A vhic:h maku it at t1MI 
more effective than artillery 11 the fact that it does not have to be 
seeu by &roW\d obae't'Vera to bt adjuatad. If the front line• or a friendly 
?O•ition ia !111.r~ed and can ba recognized by tha p11ota, quick. accurate 
fire ru~-port 11 tha result. ' 

(4) · Th• I.AW vu ef hctiva ag.ain•t the anthill• ~ehind 
which th.a PAVN vua h1d1.n&• Training on un of LAWS muat be emphubed. 

(5) If PAVN are encountered cloac-in during & friendly 
4ttack, the bt1t •olution to a.n attack ~ay be to back up undar &rti) 1ary 
end APJ., let th• artillery and AV. vork tha arH over a.nd thn etart 
again, loadin& off with plenty of M-79• in tb1 treas and gra11 amd I.AWS 
into the &nth1ll1, 

(6) Whenever ill1imination vac in th~ air ~y of the eneiny 
ceased firi.n&. 

(7) C&rtful placement of H•79 rgn should be e11pba~i&td ill 
ord~r to giva them tbt baat po11ibla field• of fire, Tney IN&t alvays 
bt on th• loo~out for enemy 1.n tre~1. tt v&e found that the M•T9's 
ver~ extremel1 effectiva againtt enemy in trees at vell at troops in 
the OP4n. M·79'a mutt be !~rad inco trees and the hi~h graa1 aven vhen 
no enemy are teen. 

(8) In thi• o ration all 1DOrtar1 were comb • 
cnetul E'DC. Thia waa vary ••ti.a ac:tory. Th• mortcra were very effect­
ive. Mortar illumination firing v11 carafully controlled at battalion 
level. Tbe. 1110rtar i1lu11il:\ation rouud h&a • vtry hi.Jh 4ud rate and it 
"WOuld take sna.ny r·cnmda to provide a battalion per111$ter illumination 
for one hour. Tnerefore it vaa uaed to fill th• gap for illuraination 
between ch~ artillery and tb1 !larethip. The mortars &lone could cot 
hAve come cloae to providing the desired amount 0£ illU111ination. 

(9) ,Arc111•ry, TAC Air, and AP.A can ~. uttd at the aaine 
time vithout 10•1 of aircraft or effectivaQ•••· Tba AlA and rAC Air 
flou par:pendicular to the &rtillery gun-tara•t line 1zi tbeH caaaa 
where they 1ir1U1.t1n1ously 1truck the saee tar1•t ara11. Other atrikillg 
aircraft flew p~rallel to th• sun-ta~get line and beyond lt. Thia called 
for c:lo1e tearawork betwtan the FAC and tha artillery liai1on offic&r. 

19 

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com 



(10) Artillery mutt be uaed against po11ibl• 1v~ue1 of 
reinforcement aa wall 11 on the enemy in tither an attack or a defenae. 
Cloae·in continuoua defen1ive R and 1 fir•• art & mutt in a defensive 
11.tu&tion "Vhtra t.he tnemy ii ~novn to be present even a he ii not 
attacking. 

(ll) Great einphAais should be pl&ced on the ability of all 
peraonnel down to and including fi~ team leaders to adju1t artillery 
&nd irorta.r fire. 

(lZ) tach platoon t11.11t ca.rry many colorad 5aloka g~nadea 
and & ~anel for marking friendly U.nea and lacdins areaa. 

(l3) The technique of h&ving all units on the pari.Jneter 
throw a colored 1aoke grenade on o'C'der greatly helped TAC Air and 
ARA to locate the perimeter. 

(l} Movement inuat be cautiou ly aggrauivc. The enemy 
11u11t be pinned down by fire. Sma.ll unit., 1quad ah~ fire aDd 110Ye-
11ent must b~ conducted to perfection. Thi• 11 extremel1 important. 
lf not conducted co~ectly, men vill set hit and the probltm i• tbec 
compcunded vhen other mec ttop firina to try to recover ca1ualt1e1. 
Then they alto get hit iP d1J1 e&1u and soon, cOl!!bat effectiveneu of 
tha 1quad, platoon, etc. 11 in d&n.J•r of being l~at. In t'n.i.1 connection, 
vhen eneaiy contact ha1 bean. made or ia atro~al~ suapectad, reeon by fire 
or ~ctual fir• and C)QV'tment 1'bould b• conducted to forestall the enercy 
f1ring f1rat. Thi• l• particularly iinpert&nt for 1 ucit DOVing up &lons­
•ide a unit. vhi..ch 1.1 lu contact and in a fire fight. 

(2) V-&toon and company fin and maneuver INlt 'u con­
ducted to perf&ction. Fl4nlt• 11U•t b...._.ecure. Open fl~• can be 
•eeured to & dagree br fir. aupport. Squad• and platoon• IMl1t be tied 
tciether •• clo•• &• the 1ituatlon permit•. The ti1hter the better 
againat the PAVN, &• he will bole up in cone•&led firing poaition1, let 
fr1.endl~' go b)', then open up, 

(3) Clo••·in artillery, ARA, and TAC Air front, rear, and 
both 1idea is a gr11t btlp ln JDOVing through an •re& where tbert ere 
kn~ •nemy. rua nonaal but 1ometiJnu overlooked. 

(4) ibtn COCl!l>&niu conduct sweep and clt&r o~rationa 
togatber .out of a perimetar, or avet' a certain route, battaU.on 111\llt 

cheek on the company fora"l&tiona ta be u1ed to in~ur• that the. terrain 
vill ba adequately covared and the companiaa are properly coo'C'dinated 
and fitted to the t1rr1ia and tht ltt\etny aituation. 

:o 
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D. l'tCH!UQt.ES: 

(l) The technique of holding a company (·) aa an offensive 
«triking force while reeon ~l•menta of oDI platocm check apecific ar&As 
out 50-lOO ~tera from the l.&ndina ion• worked out very well in thi1 
caae. Por one ehin, until the a11ault unit 1• actually on the sround 
and aeea and feels the terrain and the eaviroomant, tb1 C0111D&nder of 
the unit charged with LZ security do11 not finally kncr.t which •r•as h• 
will check out in priority •. Alao and moat important, the uuinbltd 
com~ny (•) en&blaa th& battalion eoiznandar to bit any einany attack 
quickly witb a controlled unit. ln thil operaticm vt "" &ho able 
to move quickly with Coerpany B to develop tb• contact mad.a Dy on• 
of ita platoon• •• 1oon as Company A had 1ufficient forea to take over 
the LZ security ~111ion. tn retroa~ect, th• face that Coalp&ny ! vaa 
!n • poseur• for a f&1t move off en. landing ione undoubt•dly J&V• us 
the jump 01l tbe PAVN. H.ld not B Ccnapan7 1urprtHd the!' with tbdr 
aggre11iva llOV& up the finger. ve might wall have been fi&ht1n& the 
PAVN f-rom tbe fringH of the U. vitb our l>aekt on it •• and th• enemy 
iQ tuni. would h&.v• had good fields of fir• on the incoming helicopter• 
carrying tb1 l&at elements of A Company a.nd all of C and .Z> Coati>&1'1iea. 
r fetl that the fact that ve had firat a Coaipcny, tban A Company. off 
the landing &one IDC)Vin& against tbe PAVN, then C Company in a &cod block· 
ing poaitton took the iniciativa away from bi.JI. Prom then cm, for three 
daye and tvo night•, ha vaa ra1ceing to our preaence. 

(2) At ni&ht, unit• must form ti&ht perinat1r1 1 uae Clarmore 
mines, trip !lare1 and dig 1a, 'Iba u1e of outpo1t1 and li1tenin1 poata 
depends largely on the terrain and the enemy •ituation. In thia operation, 
it would have been 1uieidal aa the cover 11\d coacealinent afforded the 
enemy too m1ay opportunitia1 to ta.kt the out,uard• by stealth. Canit>u• 
flased foxhole• vitb cleared fi1td1 of fire are recommended. No?'lllAl, but 
1omet1n11a hard to ax•euta unciar !ire. 

(3) In a perialater defense, it 11 aec1111ry to check th• 
front vith 1mall racon. p&rti•• at first light aod periodically through 
the day for 100-200 11etar1 to cl&Ar out infiltrators, police c:h• battle­
field, and to in1ur. tb&t th• •ne.my i• not ma11in1 for an attack. Thl• 
action ahould be pra~•ded by having all troop• on tht perimeter apray th& 
trees, 1r111 1 and anthill• to thair front aad OYtrnead at a specified 
time for two-ehrea einuta•. W'hen the racon el1!99ntl 1craen to tba 
front, it ahould b• preceded 'by artillery and reeon by Un, Air Cav 
Scout• avarbead can &11iat by obatrirat1oa. Un1t• 1hould IDD'Ve aa in 
the .at1:aclt vi th fin and iriovement. All tren 111uat give th1 anell!)' the 
c:8pAbi.11.t7 of being to th. front and ovarb.cad u infiltrators. 1niper1, 
or m11sin1 for an attack. 

(4) The battalion c:oanaad 1roup muac carry • 292. utenna 
in on the aasault and 1et it up aa 1oon •• po11ibl1. D Comt>anY. rry 
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Alternate CP, carried one ia on the a.sault •• aet it up, an~ it 
waa 1ova lu&b le • 

!: • S~PLY I SUPPORT I SERVICES: 

(l) Th• cainimum •~cunt of aear ahould be c£~ied into 
an aasault. This should be one meal. a poncho, t'tim c1nt•en1 of water, 
salt tabiata, and plenty of armunitiou. 

(2) ~•ualties are a critical problem, When fire i• 
pinning down individual•, oue casualty will coat ona or two 1110re men 
attempti.111 to au to hi.a. Raavy cover fin !Wit ba eciployed to try 
.snd covar the attempt Co recover th• wound.Id !Mn and get him out of 
the danger area. Leader• at all levtl• in contact under fir• mutt act 
c&ution1ly in g•tt1n1 ca1ualt1.e1 out, I lo1t m&.ny leader• killed and 
wounded vhlle ?"*covering caeualtiet. Wounded 11YJat be pulled back to 
IOM typt of covered position and then tnated. Tt'OQpl nu1t not get so 
concerned vt.'.:n casualt1.u tbat they forget tM memy and thd.r miaaion. 
Att~ting to c&ITy a !Din out require• up to four men 11 bearers which 
i:an hurt • unit at a critical time. 

(3) Evacuation of c&1N&ltic1 from the areas of contact 
in thia action wa~ a problem. TO&E litttr bearer• 'WOuld h&va been a 
bis help. A• it turned out, !i1htin1 atrength had to be uaed to 
carry out a voun~ 1.11&n (3·4 lnl!n required) or to &1si1t rMmY w&l.kin& 
wouoded. (ona rsan. &t least required in many ca1e1). 

(4) When a 111&n i• vounded or killed, hi• waapon and 1ome 
of his aquipmant g-et separated ft'tlm him in many caee1. An 1•4 repTeaent· 
ative • officer or NCO vith 111iatanta, •u•t b• preaent at leaet in 
th• battalion forv&rd aid 1tatioc 9nd at the collecting cocnpaiay at 
Forward Suppo~. Soeit o! our equi~t vu ...-acu.ted Yith aiao all 
th& vay c.o Qui tex>n. Aho we had inany K•l6'• •hot up and h.&d to 
h•vll raplaeemanta in the area. Therafon we k•pt & lot of weapon• 
in the battle araa. for re·i••u9. lr.'bau we wen pulled out ve brou&ht 
e.ll axceu we&pon1 tmd equipment with us. Many Utal)' vupona vhich 
were captund and 1snt out with !r1an<lly l:IA and 'l1A were naver eeen 
again. The unit coanaoder fightinJ th• battle in the objective area 
101ea control of equipment, friendly &nd enell)', oace it leave• tna 
forward area by helicopter. A more effei:::tivc ''Dack.1top11 1y1tem 1nut 
be set up to catch this gear and control it when it arrive• at varioua 
unloading point• in th• rear. 

(5) bi;iona are no prob 11t11. Fw nee eat lllUCh wl::>an. i:n a 
h-tavy &ctioa; bowevai-, vatar i1 cxtreniely critical. It muat b~ prHent 
1.11 .quantitity parti.cul-arl)' when there i• no stnan souTco evailable. 

(6) Tha pathfi~d•r team va1 treeendoua. Until thay could 
pt in a-round 1630 bourt 1 14 ltovembar, all inco111.ng aircraft bad to be 
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gutded in and out by tb• battalion eoiam.ander on th• battalion cocmnand 
net. A pathfinder teen should go into •very batt&lion••i&ed •••&ult. 

(7) It took time to rel~d M-16 ~•ga&inea one round &t 
a ti.~. Io th• haavy aceion we encountered, thia took e.xeaaaiva time 
at critical perioda. It va1 particularly eritic&l durinl tbe cneiny night 
attack. Also it waa difficvlt to keep track of ••pty 11&i•~in•• ift 
• heavy fire fight. 't'bt solution may b• an ex~dable, plastic type 
mtgatice vb1ch 11 resupplied to the rifleman fully lo&ded in a b&ndol1er 
as vaa th• old K-1 ctip of eight round•. Aleo. the pr•••nt M·l~ aano 
pouch mt.~•• ct&¥liu1 on the atomach difficult. 

(B) The individual 1oldier a:!Y&t bee~ at le8at &1 good 
as the PAV~ 1.l\ c&in0ufla11 technique• and u1e of terrain and foliage 
to cover and conceal h11 moveinent&. Thia mu1t be 111pha1ized. 

F. THE PAV}! EtlMf: 

· (l) He appal.red to be ·w•ll-tr&ined. Re va• ·aggnsaiva. 
He was equipped w1tb a preponderance of autooatic weapon• mid plenty of 
&mmunition. Ka carried 3 - S Chine11 pot&to maahtr hand grenades. !• 
e&rried a sof tball•t1aad wad of cooked rice, lllOlt of then carried a 
bed roll cona1at101 of a piece of w&tarproof pla1tic and 1 hlaDOCk. 
Hie weapons vere .,,.ll ~intain.ed. 

(Z) He w&1 &n •KP•rt at camouflage and uaed tvery bit of 
cover •nd concealment to ~rfection. With only •mall arms, 1110rt&rt. 
and antitank veapona he obvioualy sought to close v~th ut in atrensth 
quickly-before we could discover him - po11ibly to ran4-r our fire 1uppo~t 
leas effective and certainly to overvbel• ua and !orea u1 to fight on 
hia tgrma. Without much overh.aad fir• support, ba probably has to fall 
back on expert c:Am0ufl•1• techniques, attacks iA r:Mlsa. infiltrator•, and 
st&y-~hind killer parti••· 

(3) He va1 & d .. dly thot. In carin1 for my men vno bad 
oeen 1:..il led and '!f'Ounded, 1 waa a truck by th• gnat number who had besn 
ahot in tba head and upper part of ttt. body •• particularly in ~ha head. 
He definitely ainied for the leader• -· the inen vho were 1hootiug, pointing, 
talkin,g on rAdioa. Be &110 &i11ed for the men carrying radio1, Ba &Lio 
&ppearad to concentrat~ °" inan wearing ic1igni1 of rank -- partleularly 
non•c:ommiuionad cffic:&-r with at:~ipu on their 1n111. In th1a var. I 
question if it ii "Dec:H1&t'}'. J>O•libly even foolilh, or 1nv1t1.ng Ure, 
for ncm-eosrcini.oned o!fic:ara to we&r insignia of their grade •• 
or any anlitted m&n for th.at matter. Within the small unica, &ll oien 
know thair l1ad11r1. In. b&H camp the leadara abould. "•r tbeir 1nlignia. 
On operation• •sain•t the enemy, they 1hould wear cla&D·1le*"e !&t:i~ea. 
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