
Newsletter of the USMCNietnam Hellcopter Piiots & Aircrew Reunion 

FRO/YI TH£ "/?£UNION PL.ANNING HOOCH. .... 

By this time, all of you should have 
received your 1996 Reunion information 
packets. We sent them out in early 
November. If anyone has not received 
theirs, give ·us a call ASAP at our new 
phone/fax number (619) 279-3424, and 
we will send you another right away. As 
of the date of this mailing, we're down to 
1 70 days and a wake up before the big 
Las Vegas reunion. If you haven't made 
your hotel reservations yet, you need to 
do so immediately. Even though it's a 
while before the reunion, our contract 
with the hotel requires us to have a firm 
room number commitment in place by 
the end of this month. So, as the enclosed 
flyer states, you need to call today! Also, 
of course, you need to send in your 
registration form to us along with your 
check to confirm your attendance. 

Well, things are coming together very 
nicely for the reunion. The interest level is 
quite high and the plans are falling into 
place as we had hoped. While we won't 
know for sure about some of the 
entertainment and celebrities for a while, 

· we can tell you about one person that we . 
have locked on for sure. We were going 
to keep it top secret, but we're not very 
good at that, and wanted to give you a 
little look at something we've got planned. 

Do you remember a very sultry female D.J. 
voice from the AFVN radio broadcasts in 
Vietnam? She played all of our favorite 
rock and roll songs of the 60's, and kept us 
informed of the news back in The World . 
Well, guess what, her name is Chris Noel, 
and she will be at our reunion! During the 
Saturday night poolside rock 'n roll party 
she will be hosting for us and playing all 
the great old songs that we associated 
with our time in-country. You're gonna 
love it! O.K., no more security leaks. We 
gotta try to save some surprises. 

Enclosed in this newsletter you will find 
your new membership card. We hope 
that you like the design we came up with. 
The card also contains our new phone/fax 
number for the organization's HQ hooch in 
San Diego. We recommend that you use 
a permanent black ink fine point marker 
to put your name on the card. 

Additionally, you will also find the 1996 
dues form and its return envelope 
enclosed. Please send in the form and 
your '96 dues check as soon as you can so 
that we may turn our full attention to 
putting together the reunion. Thanks for 
your help on this. We're a little more 
pressed for time than in the past, since the 
reunion will be held earlier in the year than 
ever before. Remember, June 21st-24th@ 
Baily's. Be there. Lock and load for some 
fun .... ........ ....... and get ready to rock n' roll! 

887 

J 



2 



3 

••••• Of Air Medals, DFM's and 
other eareer enhaneing awards 

The "Be!:t J-le11dwotk And Ch11nge Of Addte!:!: 
Aw11td11 fot 1995 goM fo ~teve Boulton. I-le 
moved ft2m II ~l11ce n11med °Cllnfon T OWn!:hl~. R 

The "Wot!:t Acttve Duty Bltd Colonel'!: t.xcu!:e 
rot Not P11ying Due!: On Time Aw11td" goe!: to 
T etty "1-f ot!:eni~~le ~iett11" Cuttl!: fot the 
followlng ....... 01 got my check b11ck, 1c11u!:e I 
didn't ~ut 11 !:him~ on the envelo~. One 
thou!:11nd Gomen!:l11 

The "I'm Not ~ute If I'm P11id U~ Ot Not, But I'll 
Be At The '96 Reunion ..... Unle!:!: AWlltd" gpe!: 
fo !;.d McG1111 fot the following ...... "Don't know If 
my due!: lite due ot not. I ml!:!:ed Pen!:11col11 
(d11ughtet1!: wedding, couldn't get het fo ch11nge 
the d11te). I'll be In L11!: Vegll!: unle!:!: I'm de11d 
ftom 1. ~u!:hl, 2. Plum Wine, g, ~u!:~lclou!: 
Boyftlendi: I l-lu!:b11nd!:, 4. Pl11ylnggo111fe fot my 
kid'!: hockey te11m ~111cttce. P ~., Choice numbet 
4 I!: the mo!:t likely." 

The "It P11y!: To Advettl!:e I We Don't Get M11d, 
We Get !;.ven Aw11td11 goe!: fo Jim 1-f 11uf 
fot .... "Ple11!:e !:end me !:Orne mote 1J11ne1 !:tlcketi:. 
~omeone temoved mine ftom my flight b11g. Now 
why would 11nyone obfect fo !:uch 11 me!:!:llge fo 
out buddy J11ne?" 

The USMC/Vietnam Helicopter Pilots a 
Aircrew Reunion is a non-profit veterans 
organization Incorporated In California. 
The corporate and newsletter onlces are 
located at 11151 Alejo Place, San Diego, 
CA 92124. The office Phone/Fax number 
Is (619) 279-3424. The newsletters, 
plbllshed four times a year, provide 
Information on the gr0l4') and Its reunions.· 
The dues/newsletter rate Is $25.00 a year. 
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INCOMING!! ..... mail, not arty. The 
following letters to the editor reflect the 
views of the readers. They'll probably 
also re-kindle thoughts of long ago 

· memories of no shit war stories, good 
friends, fluctuating oil pressures; taking 
fire from "friendly" villes, "one pers", 
emergency recon extracts, and those 
imaginary (but very real sounding at 
the time) engine noises, that always 
occurred in the middle of a hot night 
medevac. And, after the mission, they 
would always .... "ground check - O.K. " 

YOU CA~l'T MAKf THlg gTUl=I= UP ! 

.. ........ .... since we did not want to miss the 
1996 reunion, my wife and I have moved 
to Las Vegas. My door and beer cooler 
are open to any old friends in need of a 
room and a place to tell "Sea Stories"_ My 
phone number can be obtained from 
information. Also, if you need any help on 
the reunion, call me. I'm retired now and 
am a whiz bang party giver. SEMPER Fl 

9f al 9rleyer 
HMM-365 
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............ where have I been? Having never 
heard of your organization until the article 
in the Sept /Oct '95 issue of Semper Fide/is. 
I guess I'm one of the few who never got 
the word. South Carolina is likEHhat. 

Cfom "Cfi.lagnel 91.ss'~ 9<nowfes 

. (FNG) 

"" " "'"..I ,have an old uncle. who served in 
WNll. He always told me that_he caught 
the "ck::ip" five limes in France dnd that he 
cured it every time bL,JUh~ . first time. Now, 
I'm bE;iginning · · to_ understand his 
forgetfulness. Fortunately, with the heavy 
use of Aqua Velva both internally and 
mostly external, I was able to escape 
Vietnam without suffering from any of the 
dread diseases. Unfortunately, I do ·Suffer 
occasionally from an often terminal ·case 

. of forgetfulness. That's why my dues are in 
arears. The moral, if any, to this story is go 
on and take a chance.: .. get some. 
Whether or not you catch a dread 
disease, or even cure it it will not prevent 
the inevitable ...... . forgetfulness. 

With all "dues" respect, 

C. <J>. Wad docks 
VM0-2 Historian 

In response to the question that we 
posed in the last newsletter asking 
whether or not any of you would be 
interested in returning to Vietnam 
the answers were as we anticipated. 
A small sampling follows _,_ 

Yeah, as SECNAV! Otherwise, are you out 
of your f@#king mind ... .... Only if nuclear 
equipped. ....... Sure, right after my IRS 
audit and before my dental appointment 
for a root canal .... .. . Can I send my ex-wife 
instead, please ...... You perhaps know the 
meaning of the words "FAT CHANCE"!!! 



Th(! followihg ~(!nOhQI QdVl!tti~(!m(!ht Q~~(!Qf'(!d ih Q IOCQI np(!hhy~QV(!t 1 

hl!W~~.Q~l!r. ~(!(! if it dol!~h 't brihg bQck Q fow W l!dPQc ml!moril!~ Qhd 
~ut Q ~mill! Oh your fQc(! too. ~oml! thihg~ hl!Vl!r chQhge. 

M11tit1e~ you numb11 one! gempet fi. 

WOMEN SEEKING MEN 

ALOHA. ...... l'm an exotic, dark eyed, long dark haired 
professional Hawaiian model, artist, and dancer. I'm also a 
gourmet cook, masseuse, old fashioned values, college grad, 
love the outdoors and trying new things. Looking for a Marine 
Corps officer any age for a quality relationship. In me you will 
find a person that respects the Corps as much as you do. 

Yeah, right! 
"I love you G.I. You buy me air-conditioned Honda?" 

Honest, we really don't make this stuff up! 
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TUN TAVERN 
......... the most celebrated event in the history of Tun Tavern 
occurred on November 10th, 1775. This is the officially recognized 
birthdate of the Continental Marines, forerunners of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Robert Mullen assumed ownership of the tavern. 
And upon being commissioned by an act of Congress, he raised 
the first two batallions of Marines under the leadership of Samuel 
Nicholas. Nicholas was the first appointed Commandant of the 
Continental Marines, whose grandfather was a member of the Tun 
Tavern Lodge. He had fully recognized the importance the Tavern 
held to all residents and seafaring men of Philadelphia. It is this 
relationship between Mullen and Nicholas that the Tun Tavern is 
traced as the birthplace of The Corps. Each year on November 
10th, around the world, the approximately seven million former 
and active duty Marines celebrate their heritage and the 
significance of this birthplace. These events are unprecedented in 
the annals of militaiy history, mirroring the importance that 
Independence Day holds for all Americans. Virtually without 
exception, every Marine knows how important the Tun Tavern was 
toward the creation of the United States Marine Corps. 

Thanks to Randy Drisgula and others for submitting the article from which the above 
excerpt was taken. We look forward to seeing all of the members of the 
USMC/Vietnam Helicopter Pilots & Aircrew Reunion in Las Vegas in June. 
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GOOD GRIEF. 

THIS 15 REALLY 
EMBARRASSING ... 
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I'M BEGINNING TO 
REMEMBER THINGS THE 

WAY THEY ACTUALLY 
HAPPENED. 



"MARINE HELO" 

Helicopter War in Vietnam 
With the U.S. Marine Corps 

David M. Petteys 

DEDICATION 
I wish to dedicate this 

book to all the Armed Service 
personnel who served m Viet­
nam. espeCI.1lly to the US Mari­
ne Corps, of which I am proud 
to have been a part. 

The book mav seem criti­
cal of 'v!arme le~dersh i p at 
times But I ask the reader to 
look at the histoncal context. 
This book is one person's re­
counting of the daily mental at ­
mosphere in that time and 
place. warts and all. This inclu­
des the rumors, fru strat ions, 
pressures and anguish that are 
present in a combat environ­

ment. 
In retrospect , most 

everyone who went to Vietnam 
did what 'their country asked 
them to do, nght or wrong. to 
the best of his or her abilit y. 
Nothing in this book is meant to 
detract from the sacrifices made 
by these thousands of brave and 
effective leaders who in many 
cases were w1ll1ng to lay down 
their lives. 

David M Pettevl 

David M. Petteys - Box 1232 - Conifer, CO 80433-1232 - USA 

Yes, send me __ copies of "Marine Helo" - $ 20.00 plus$ 2.74 postage. 
Amount enclosed ______________ _ 

Send to: 
Name ________________ ~ 

Address ________________ _ 

City _______ State _____ Zip ___ _ 

···.•.·.·.;·:····· ... 

. w.m b.s OtiPP:Y to sr.¥Sdd the. wealth 
·among your fit.ehdS. T.dlkdb.dut your.} 

::: iP~n'=:~~~;; ~~WI Di@t:rr9!1f¥99@fff 
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R~UfJfOfJ ~- L. J. O.'~ 
(They forgot that you never volunteer) 

******** 
HAC .......................... Roger "Duke" Herman 

President I Reunion Coordinator 
Newsletter a Directory Editor I Sr. Gofer 

CO-PILOT.. ... Norm "Frenchy" Lafountaine 
Vice- President I Paraloft OIC 

Special Ops I Reunion Coordinator 

CREWCHIEF ..................... John ''J.D. "Barber 
Secretary I Reunion Coordinator 

Sr. Recruiter I CD Rom Runner 

GUNNER ..................... Robert "Buz" Shantry 
Asst. Secretary I Comshaw Honcho 

Reunion Coordinator I Emerg. Resupply 

TEST PILOT:.. .............. Ron 'The Prince" Sc:bln 
Treasurer I Chief Financial Officer 

Sports Director I Coffee Mess Officer 

DOUGHNUT DOLLY ......... Madellne Herman 
Asst. to President I Admln. Support 

G-2 Actual I Sr. Nurse 

COMBAT ARTIST.. ......... Mike "Pogue" Leahy 
History Book OIC I Organization Historian 
Pilot I Crewchief I Gunner I Great Guy 

CAREER PLANNER ............. Harvey '769" Bell 
Legal Advisor I Speclal Ops 

Johnny Ccsh Liaison I Dogpatch OIC 



QU[gTJON: Pleage tell me agaih, oh 
wlge fotfuhe telllhg Doughhut Dolly; ...... 
Jugt exactly how doeg thlg ahhual dueg ahd 
teuhloh thlhg wotk with the ugMCNletMm 
Hellco~tet Plloti: &. Altctew Reuhloh'? 

ANgwrR: lt'i: ~tetty i:ttalght fotwatd, oh 
good-lookJhg, big-g~ehdihg combat Matlhe 
rntothead. lh otdet to adhete to the "Kl~" 
~tlhci~le we collect duei: lugt ohce a yeat. 
Thii: occmg at the beglhhihg of the yeat i:o 
that we cah covet all u~comihg ahhual cogti:, 
ahd evetybody ~ayi: u~ at the game time. 
u~NG'g" who fltgt nloihed-u~" dutihg the fagt 
fout mohthi: of the ~tevioug yeat, get a OM 
time good deal ahd ate algo coMideted ~aid 
u~ fot the followlhg yeat. Thii: ke~g out 
tecotd kee~ihg glm~le, fait ahd eaglet to 
admlhilltet (ei:~eclally fot thoge of ug who do 
all 1dli: gfuff ahd waht to kee~ the ~a~etwotk 
to a mlhimum). Thlg belhg a teuhloh yeat 
you ghould algo make i:ute that you have 
made yoUt hotel tei:etvatlohg with Bally'i: 
Hotel by hOW. We doh't waht you to have to 
~itch a teht ih the ~atkJhg lot ahd i:lee~ Oh a 
"tubbet lady" while the tei:t of ui: ate iMlde 
the big alt-cohditlohed hooch i:ctatchihg, 
gtihhlhg ahd telllhg wat i:totleg. Algo, gehd 
ih yout $$ to ug fot the 4 day teuhlOh, G.I. 
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MINI-REUNION UPDATE 
A gun pilot has rolled in hot to save the 
day. Al Barbour has "volunteered" to 
act as the Squadron Mini-Reunion 
Honcho for '96. He can be reached on 
the land line @ (703) 364-147 4. If you 
would like to assist in your squadron's 
activities, give him a call ASAP. 

Here is what we've got so far (we 
think) ........ HMM-165says they will have 
the hottest LZ (due in large part to their 
mamasan having burned down the 
four holer on the way to the Marble 
Mtn. E Club). Phrog Phlyers such as Bob 
Handley, Al Dickerson, "Wizzy" Wissmar 
and Al Rose will organize. VM0-2 
headed up by Jim Moriarty and Charlie 
Maddocks have thrown down the 
gauntlet to all the '34, '46, '53 and 
Deuce types to see who really packs 
the gear. The Foxes of HMM-364 are 
back again to defend their title from 
the Pensacola beach party, with Con 
Silard commanding. The Ugly Angels of 
HMM-362 are already in translational lift 
with their op orders. Tom Hewes, Ben 
Cascio, Marc Sohm and "Doc" Jones 
are on the schedule. "Mo" Morin, Dan 
LeBlanc and Mike Tripp are up for the 
Red Lions of '363. "Gunny Nick" 
Nicholas will be helping to organize at 
least two squadron mini-reunions. 
"Red" Logan and John Cain will be 
getting the HMM-262 reunion together. 
"Rocky" Graziano and John Maltby 
have been "volunteered" to head up 
the HMM-361 rendezvous. And the list 
goes on .......... .. 

If you want to be a part of all this, now 
is the time to get involved. An award 
(not a DFM) will be presented to the 
best squadron hooch area. Call Al 
Barbour (S.L.J.O. in training) today! 

OOORAHI 



12 


