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NEWSL·ET.TER 
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HUEYCOBRA UNDERGOES FINAL TESTING­
The sleek and speedy new AH-lG HUEYCOBRA is 
taking its final examinations prior to joining the 
Army aviation team in Vietnam. 

Several of the new ships are in Vietnam for test­
ing presently, and evaluation continues at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Test Board, Ft. Rucker, Ala. When 
the time comes for the HUEYCOBRA to go into 
combat in larger numbers, the Test Board wants to 
be sure the helicopter is absolutely ready. 

The object of the testing program is to submit the 
AH-lG to even more rigorous schedules than other 
helicopters are now flying in Vietnam. For exam­
ple, at Y_uma, Ariz., where the Test Board exam­
ined the HUEYCOBRA'S weapons systems , the 
HUEY COBRA fired 2 million rounds of 7 .62 mm 
ammunition and 15,000 2. 75 inch rockets. 

The new ship should prove to. be an effective ad­
dition to the Army inventory of aircraft in Vietnam. 
It has greater range, speed, and firepower than 
previous Army helicopters. Since it has been de­
veloped from other models of the HUEY series, in­
corporating the same transmission, engine and rotor 
system as the UH- lB, no special training will be 
necessary for pilots. 

The HUEYCOBRA is built by the Bell Helicopter 
Company of Fort Worth, Texas. 

HAWK 

THE 175TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 
has been presented the Defense Transportation A.,. 
ward by the National Transportation Association. 

The award was presented by Association Presi­
dent Kenneth L. Vore and Major General James C. 
Sherrill, USAF, chairman, Joint Transportation 
Board of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, during the 22nd 
Annual Transportation and Logistics Forum of 
NDTA in Los Angeles Oct. ·4. 

The l 75th was one of four military units assigned 
to Vietnam-one from each service-cited for "un­
usual and outstanding service in the fi e ld of mili­
tary transportation and logistics." 

Nominations for the Defense Transportation Award 
were submitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff by Com· 
mander in Chief, Pacific, Admiral U .S.G. Sharp. 
The Joint Transportation Board of JCS made the 
final selections. 

CWO DALY AVIATOR OF YEAR-Chief Warrant 
Officer Jerome Daly, the Army's most decorated 
Warrant Officer aviator (see HAWK, Oct. issue), 
has been selected Army A via tor of the Year in an 
annual competition sponsored by the Army Aviation 
Association of America. CWO Daly, of the 12lst 
Assault Helicopter Company, holds the Distin­
guished Service Cross, the Silver Star, three Distin­
guished Flying Crosses, two Bron ze Stars for valor, 
sixty-eight Air Medals, three for valor, two Purple 
Hearts and two Vietnamese decorations for gal­
lantry, giaking him one of the most decorated so.1-
diers in the Vietnamese war. 

CWO f erome Daly 
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BRIGADE 
-'PERSPECTIVE : :-;;:~··. 
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MG Ge orge P. Seneff Jr., form er 
brigade Commander re'ceived th e 
award for th e Firs t Aviation 
Brigade. 

Uniqu e a mong Army av 1a t1on units 
as the fir s t of its kind, ye t littl e 
more than a year old, the 1s t A via­
ti on Brigade has es tab li s he d an 
amaz in g record of achi eve ment, ga in­
e d t he res pec t and admirati on o f 
se ni or co mm and e rs throughout Vi e t­
nam , and full y e arn e d the hon or to 
be nomin a te d for se lec tion as AAAA 
Avi a ti on Unit of the Yea r. 

Firs t organized on Ma rch 1, 1966, 
the bri ga de headquart e rs was g iven 
the mi ss i on o f command and admini s ­
tration of most of th e non-divis ion­
a l av iat ion units scatte red the entire 
leng th of the Re publi c o f Vi e tn a m. 
In c lud ed on t he bri gade ' s troop li s t 
ini tia lly we re two g roup hea dqu a rte rs 
with s ix ballalion hea dquarte rs and 
31 av ia ti on co mpanies . By March 3 1, 
1967 th e rost e r ha d ex pand e d to 11 
ba lla li ons and 46 av iation co m­
pani es . 

Th e tota l acheve me nts o f the 1s t 
Aviation Brigade defy reco unting in 
a narra ti ve as conc ise as this be­
ca use eac h of the bri gad e ' s more 
than 15,000 o ffi ce rs and me n and 
eac h o f its _more than 1,000 a irc raf t 
could cont ribute a t leas t a para­
graph Lo thi s nomin a ti on. 
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AS AN ADDED HIGHLIGHT IN ITS BRIEF BUT REMARKA­
BLE HISTOR Y, THE lST AVIATION BRIGADE Wl,TH ALL AS­
SIGNED ANO ATTACHED UNITS WAS SELECTEb ~ AS ARMY 
AV IATION UNIT OF THE YEAR f iN AN ANNUA L. COMPETI­
TION SPONSORED BY THE ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 

MAJOR GENERAL G. P. SENEFF, JR. , FORMER COMMAND­
ING GENERAL OF THE BRIGADE, ANO SERGEANT MAJOR 
DOUGLAS W. SIMS BRIGADE SERGEANT MAJOR, ATTEND­
ED THE AWARDS CEREMONY HELO 10 OCTOBER IN WASH­
INGTON , D. C. 

THE NOMINATION FOR THE AWARD IS REPRINTED HERE 
POR ALL TO. SEE. IT TELLS THE STORY OF THE lST A­
VIATION BRIGADE-YOUR BRIGADE. 

How eve r, pa rt of th~ rec~unting of 
these achi eve me·nts de ma nd s a sta ti s ­
ti ca l s ummari za tion of the pe rfor­
mance of th ese men and machines. 
During the tw~ l ve mon(h pe riod on 
whi c h this n omin a tion is based, more 
than three-qu a rte rs o.f a mil li on 
hours were logged on the bri gade ' s 
a irc ra ft. In the ea rl y months of the 
bri gade ' s growth, ins uffi c ient air· 
c raft and aviators to mee t the de­
mand s o f ground c ommanders as they 
lea rned th e advantages of the thir d 
dim ens ion in ground co mbat, req uired 
as mu c h as 1503 o f DA fl y in g hour 
pro gra ms to be flo wn by avai labl e 
s hips . At the sa me Lim e , it was no t 
un comm on for individua l av ia tors l o 
lo g as many as 160 hours per month. 
This eve ntu a lly le d to the es ta b­
lishm ent o f a limita ti on of 140 
hours per consec uti ve thirty day 
pe ri od for each br iga de av iator-a 
fly in g hour tota l co ns id e red by ma ny 
to be imposs ibl e by th e 90-hour pre­
Vi e tnam s tand a rd s . 

Des pite the ri go rs of fl y in g these 
many hours in an ac tive co mb at en vi­
ronm e nt, bri gade av ia tors cons is ­
tently produced acc id ent rates lower 

tha n those for a ll of US Army, Vie t­
na m. For the rated pe riod the bri~ 

ga de ' s c umul a tive ra te was 29.4 ac­
c id ents pe r 100,000 flying hours .as 
oppos e d · to the USARV rate of 33.5 
for the sa me pe riod. Although these 
fi gures are hi ghe r than world-wid e 
rates , many of the acc ide nts inc lud­
ed in these tota ls we re comba t in­
duce d, resulting from a combina ti on 
of haza rdou s weather c onditions, 
dust-obscure d and confin e d landin g 
zones a nd the ever-present threat of 
e nemy gro und fir e . 

Thi s ene my gro und fire , becoming 
increas in g ly e ffec tive with time , 
produ ce d more than 1,000 aircra ft 
hits durin g the , year. Despite the 
in c rease in fire, res ulta nt monthly 
comba t loss rates hav e re mained as 
low as they have bee n be fore . This 
can be a ttributed only to re fin e me n t-s 
in ta c ti ca l proc e dures and s killful 
fl ying . 

Si x ty pe rcent of the ai rc ra ft dow ne d 
by enemy gro und fire were recovere d, 
re pa ired and re turned to fl y in g duty­
ofte n within a ma tte r of hours . 
Ground c rews and organi za tiona l 
ma intena nce pe rsonne l provided out-
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standing support. They maintained 
EDP and avai lability rates that would 
turn any Stateside unit commander 
green with envy. These rates 
were always within a few percentage 
points of DA standards in spite of 
the fa c t that monthly flying hour 
totals for most of the brigad e 's fleet 
exceeded DA standards by as much 
as 1503. 

Re sults· of the brigade's countless 
hours in the sky were nothing short 
of phe nomenal. More than three and 
a ha If million troops were lifted by 
brigade aircraft in nearly 1.8 mil­
lion sorties. The vast majority of 
thes e troops were combat. infantry 
inserte d into tactical landing zones 
in the three corps areas. Helicop­
ter gunships and~ the troop-carrying 
"slick" door gunners providing dir­
ect fire support during these inser­
tions, subsequent extractions and a 
myriad of other special missions, 
accounted for 8,400 Viet Cong killed, 
ne arly 4,000 enemy sampans sunk 
and more than 4,300 enemy structures 
and fortifications destroyed. In 
addition, nearly 800 more sampans 
and more than 2,000 e ne my structure:; 
were severely damaged. 

Participating in all but a very 
few of the major ground operations 
in the II, III and IV Corps areas to 
include such well known ones as At­
tleboro, Cedar Falls, and· Junction 
City and providing sizeable aviation 
support in the US Marine Corps zone 
in the I Corps area, brigade re-sup­
ply aircraft managed to airlift a 
staggering 258,000 tons of cargo . 
These loads ranged from artillery 
pieces and ammunition to pigs and 
rice for displaced Vietnamese refu­
gees. 

Provision of this massive support 
and troop lift was not without its 
toll, however Eighty-two of the 
brigad e 's gi:illa nt aviators, crew men· 
and oth e rs gave their lives de­
fending the princ iples of freedom 
and the honor of the "Golden Hawk" 
bri gad e Not to go unherald e d, 
these men and others have be en re­
cognized for the ir gallantry by the 
award of nea-rly 2,500 US dec orations 
for va lor, to includ e seven Distin­
guished Service Crosses . Units too 
have rece ive d recognition for con-

spicuous contributions to the strug­
gle in Vie tnam. Four Me ritorious 
Unit Commendations, two Valorous 
Unit Aw a rds and one Pres id ential 

. Unit Citation have been prese nte d to 
briga de co mpanies and battalions. In 
addition, many aviation units have 
been officially c ommend e d by ground 
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command e rs they have s uppo~ted. 
Although comp le te: the statistical 

narration given above do es not pro·· 
vide recognition of the many inno va­
tions conceived, tes te d and prov en 
during actual operations of bri ga de 
units. Opera tin g over some of the 
most div ers e te rrain in the world in 
support of troops from several na­
tions, one of the first tasks fa c ing 
the new brigad e was the deve lopm ent 
of .standard tacti cs and tec hniques . 
Initial efforts in this dire c tion soon 
le d to the publication of an opera­
tions manual designed for both 
ground and aviation unit c ommande.rs. 
This pamphlet, the first and only 
one of its kind le d to the es tab­
lishment of standard planning pro­
ce dures, common nomenclature and a 
s e t of standard flying formations 
and technique s which have contrib­
uted imme asurably to the outstand­
ing successes enjoyed by all units in 
Vietnam. This same standardization 
great ly simplified the training pro­
blems of inbound aviation and ground 
commanders during the massive build­
up of 1966 and 1967. 

As practical ex pe rie nce re vea le d 
more and bette r possib.ilities, a re­
vise d manual was published captial-
1zmg on the lessons learned through 
actual combat application. This re­
vision process continues today. 

As an outgrowth of the same in­
quisitiveness and interest in doing 
more than "just .a job", the bri­
gade's ingenious aviators and crew­
men designe d, tes ted and us e d many 
improvised items of equipm ent and 
weapons in efforts to further en­
hance the ir e ffe c tiveness. Som e of 
these experiments hav e fall en from 
use as quic kly as they we re c on­
ceived. Many of the m have been re­
fine d and are now, or will soon be , 
standard quipment. 

An e xample of on e s uc h ex pe rim ent, 
the FIREFLY, began as a c rud e clus­
te r of landing lights des igne d to 
provid e night illumination for he li­
copter gunships s ·eeking targe ts Th e 
light sys te m is scion to be standar­
dize d as a li ght weight, more pow e r­
fully beam e d light with added infra­
red ca pability Hand in hand w ith 
the de ve lope me nt of the lightin g 
system ·came an entire ly new conce pt 
of night inte rdi c tion ca pability for 
Army aviation. 

Anothe r exa mple , prob ably fir s t 
con ce ived when a c rew man threw a 
smoke grenade from a he lico pte r, has 
re s ulte d in a standardized smoke 
produ c ing device attached to the ex­
haust system of the UH- 1. This im-

prove me nt too ha s res ulted in dra­
matic c ha n ges in ·the tac ti ca l e m­
ploy ment and de li very of he li-borne 
forces. 

Followin g the c ree d of "You ask­
we de li ve r", bri ga de units have de­
ve lop ed a nd pe rfec te d techniques for 
ni ght combat assau lts which have 
prove n very s uccess ful in the centra l 
hi ghlands of Vi e tnam. Living up to 
the same creed, briga de units have 
de mons~rate d comple te a irm ob ility 
to in c lud e organi zational and s up­
port ma inten ance , th e reby providing 
in g a firm and rea lis ti c bas is for 
modification to ex isting tables of 
organi za tion and e quipment as newer 
type units a re plann e d. 

Through clos e and c onstant liaison 
with such agencies as ACTIV (Army 
Conce pt T ea m in Vietna m), Natic k 
Laboratories a nd AMC (Army Mate rial 
Command), lead time on de velopm e nt 
of new ite ms of eq uipm ent was signi­
fi can.tly reduced by co mbin g re ­
search, troop testing and e valuation 
of experimental items und e r brigade 
auspices. Such actions hav e lea d lo 
the adoption of the NOMEX fire-re­
tardant flight s uits, individua l and 
built-in protective a rmor for avia­
tors and crewmen , new and improve d 
navigational aids, avionics gear and 
airfield c ontrol eq uipm ent, to men­
tion just a few. 

Brigad e inte rest in deve loping and 
testing . of survival equipment and 
survival/escape and evas ion training 
is aimed a t es tablishment of a sin­
gle manage r Life Support Sys te m at 
DA level to monitor and c oordina te 
all aspects of this important phase 
of combat aviation. 

The results of these innovations 
and improvements in tec hniques and 
equipment are not enjoyed solely by 
brigad e units. Nearly a ll of the·m 
have had and will have a tre mendous 
impac t on future plannin g for a ll of 
Army aviation. 

The challe n ge is obvious . Th e re­
sponse is unanimous. Every man in 
the 1st Aviation Brigade continu a lly 
strives for co mple te recognition of 
the c ontributions and ca pabilities 
of Army aviation--not as a s upp ort 
a rm but as a combat arm of dec ision. 

It is the re fore with g rea t prid e 
that I en ter the !st Aviation Brigade 
into the co mpe t1t10n for . AAAA 
des igna tion as Army Avia tion Unit of 
the year. 

BRUCE PALMER JR . 
lieutenant General, USA 
Deputy Commanding General 
HQ, US Army Vietnam: 
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Ed ito ria I: 
LET US GIVE THANKS 

Mo re th an 200 years ago th e Pilgrim s gath e red to ce l ebra te wha t is 
now kn own as th e fir s t "Th a nksgivin g". Th ese people ha d endured . 
seve re weath e r, threa t of a ttac k from hos tile na tives, a nd th e lon e li­
ness th a t is a pa rt of be in g se para ted from all th at is famili a r. Th e ir 
ce lebrati on was a n ex pres s ion of th anks for be ing alive , and a proc­
lamation of th eir good fa ith in co ntinued suc cess in the futur e. 

To th e so ldier s e rvin g in Vie tn am, thi s Th a nksgiving Day may lac k 
some of the lust er of pas t ce lebra ti ons . But he is ac tua lly in a 
bett er pos iti on to unde rsta nd th e true meanin g of this holiday than 
many of hi s fellow Ameri cans a t home . The soldi er in Vie tnam, like 
the pilgrims , is in a s tran ge la nd, a nd experi e nces ma ny of the s ame 
conditions tha t plagued his a nces tors. He is s ometimes lon e ly , but 
he is never al one . He can a lso re me mbe r home and know that soon he 
will re turn to th e life and th e people he loves. 

Whe n he ge ts home , he will probably loo k with a new re spec t at the 
thin gs he mi ght once have t ake n for gra nted. T he s a me t hin gs the 
peopl e in Vie tn a m are now fi ghting for. 

T his T ha nks gi vin g Day , the Ame rican soldier in Vietnam has e very 
reas o n to give s in cere th anks -if not for what he has here , th e n for 
wha t he has a t home. We do ha ve much to be tha nkful for. 

Chaplain's 

Corner 

Chaplin (Maj) A lfre d T. Forres t 

A high-wire walk er had hi s wire stretche d a cros s the ve ry brink of 
Niagra Fa lls . A la rge crowd wa s watc hin g him perform brea thtakin g 
acrob atics Qn the a lmos t inv is ible strand. 

T he perfo rme r turned on his platform and aske d the a udi e nce, "Do 
you believe th a t I can push a ma n ac ross th e ri ve r in a wh ee lbarrow?" 
A murmur o f ass e nt came from th e throng. "Whi ch of you may I wh ee l 
ac ro ss? " He as ked. Th ere was a l ong s ilence. Fin a lly a man stepp ed 
fo rw ard. He sat do wn in th e whee lb a rrow and th e performe r pushed 
him across the rive r on the thin wire. rThat man had faith, and a c ted 
on it. 

In St. Ma tth e w we read tha t P e ter bade Christ to le t -him walk on the 
wa te r, and th e Lo rd ga ve him a grac ious invitation saying, "Come". 
T he door was ope n for P e ter to prove his faith. Pete r was in vite d 
to walk wh ere none but th e fee t of fa ith dared to go. "And wh e n 
P e te r was co me down out of th e s hip, h e walke d on th e water, to go 
to J esus." 

Th e see min gly impossible can be accomplis hed through simple 
fa ith in th e Word of Christ. T here was a momentary fa ilure on th e 
pa rt of P e ter, whe n he saw th e wind bo is terous . He was a fra id, a nd 
beg innin g to s ink cri ed, "Lord, save me !". I am sure th a t P eter 
rea lized th a t apa rt fr om th e L ord's co ntinu a l he lp he could do nothin g 
but tremble a nd s ink, for "immedi ate ly J esus s tre t c ~ed forth his ha nd 
a nd caught him." 

Pe te r had' trus ted and ac ted on his fa ith, and God uph e ld him. He 
will do .the same for yo u when yo u wa lk with th e L ord. 
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from the 

Career 
Counselor 

"If birds fl y over the rainbo w, 
wh y, th en, oh why can't !?" 
Th ese words from the popular 
s ong "Ove r th e Rainbow" mi ght 
re fl ec t man's age-old dream of 
be in g abl e to fl y . Through the 
Army ' s Wa rrant Offi ce r Fli ght 
Training P rogram, a lot of yo ung 
me n a re rea li zin g thi s dream. 

Yo u too can fl y. The F light 
Training Progra m is open to pe r­
sonn el who have a high school 
edu ca tion or equival ent and ca n 
meet the physi cal requirements. 
P e rsonne l wh o qualify may spe ci­
fy a prefe rence for f,ixed or ro­
t ary win g training. 

Rotary win g trainin g is divided 
into two parts. Th e. first, pre­
fli ght and primary flight is con­
ducted at F t. Wolters, Te x. This 
phas e lasts 12 we eks, and the 
WO Candida te rec eives instruc­
ti on in aerodynami cs, commu­
ni ca ti ons, a nd meterol ogy amon g 
o the r subj ec ts. 

Afte r comple tion of this first 
phase , the WO Candida te goes to 
F t. Rucker, Ala ., for 21 we e ks 
of a dvan ced trainin g. F ixed 
win g trainin g is condu cted e n­
tire ly a t Ft. Ru cke r. 

Upon gradu a tion from Ft. Ruc k­
e r, th e former candidate rece.ives 
his win gs a nd become s a Warrant 
Offi ce r Avia tor, highl y re sp ec ted 
for his te c h~i c al a bility a nd 
trainin g as a ,,;pecialist. In ra nk 
and precedence , he is ace orded 
the milita (y court esi es a nd enj oys 
the privileges of a co mmission ed 
offi ce r. 

If yo u rea lly want to be a pilot, 
a nd you think you have what it 
takes , see your unit career coun­
s e lor soon! 

HAWK 
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l>ROFlLE OF AN 
II: French Rule To Present 

A walk down the streets of 
Saigon or any other large city in 
the Re public of Vietnam will 
provide graphic evidence of th'e 
extent of French influ ence on the 
Vie tnamese way of li fe . Many 
restaurants specialize in French 
foo ds, road s igns us e the Euro­
pean kilometer system and French 
is more widely spoken a nd und e r­
stoo d th an English. 

Th is influe nc e , the res ult of 
nearly a ce ntury of French occ u­
patio n, began in 1858 when a 
F re nch naval squadron seized th e 
port of Tourane (now Da Nang). 
F renc h interest in the country 
was motiva ted by commerc ia l, 
mi lita ry a nd religious cons ider­
ation s . 

It took th e French until 1884 
to gain control of Vietnam, a nd 
even when conquered, th e Viet-· 
namese people were as re be lli ous 
as they h"ad be e n und er Chinese 
rul e . There were fr eq ue nt re­
volts, a nd a large number of ex­
tre mis t organizations sprang up, 
the most noteworth y bein g one in 

1925 led by a yo un g Mosco~­
train ed Communist name Nguyen 
Ai Quoc-later known under the 
alias of "Ho Chi Minh". 

In s pite of Vietnamese unres t, 
however, the French ma de many 
significant contributions to the 
small nation during the next 50 
years . F rance initiate d exten-
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sive programs of publi c works, 
public health and sanitation. A 
ne twork of roads was built to 
connect separated parts o f th e 
country, and many new crops were 
fostered and vast areas of land 
were irrigated. 

With the fall of France to Ge r­
many in 1940, Vietnam became 
occupied by Japan, a n ally of 
Germany. The Japan ese stayed 
until the end of the war in 1945. 
When they evacuated the y left 
Vietnam in a military and polit­
ical vacuum. 

Ho Chi Minh, now lead er of the 
Communist Viet Minh, was qui ck 
to move and take advantage of 
th e chaos, seizing Hanoi and es­
tablishing the "De mo cra ti c Re­
public of Vi etnam" with . himself 
as president. 

In 1946 France entered into 
negotiations with the Viet Minh 
to de te rmin e the new s ta tu s of 
Vietnam. Th e negoti a tions were 
unsu ccess ful, and war between 
th e two broke out. 

The war las t ed seven a nd a 
half years, culminating with th e 
defeat of the French at Die n 
Bie n Phu in 1954. At th e Geneva 
confere nc e whi c h follow e d, an a­
greement was reache d in which 
th e Communists were to occupy 
the area north of th e 17th Para­
llel, with the non-Communists 
south of the 17th. 

The Communists seemed conte nt 
to abide by th e Geneva Agreement 
until 1957, when the Viet Cong 
(Vi etnamese Communist) s t epp ed 
up th eir guerrill a ac ti vities 
immensely. This Communist 
threat became so grea t that in 
1961 President Ngo Dinh Di em 
wrote President Kennedy aski ng 
for help. 

President Kennedy res ponded 
by se nding military advisors an d 
equipment. The Viet Cong, s up­
pli ed by North Vietnam, a tt acked 
in ever-in creas in g strength 
through out 1963 an d 1964. The 
growing Communist ac tivity soon 
became more than Sou th Vietnam 
could effect iv e ly cope with, and 
in 1965 the U.S . became active ly 
comm itted to the war effort. 

Limited aerial warfa re agains t 
North Vietnamese infiltration 
routes was begun in February of 
1965 by th e U.S. and South Viet­
nam. It was fe lt in Saigon a nd 
Washington that North Vietnam 
would not agree to a nego ti a t ed 
settlement until it saw victory 
was impossible. Air strik es 
aga inst North Vietnam were sus­
pended twice as evide nce of a 
continuin g desire for negotia­
tions, but Hanoi ignored these 
gestures. 

But South Vietnam's desi re for 
lib erty is s trong, and th e s ma ll 
nation is dete rmin ed to fight Com­
munist aggress ion until th e free­
dom it has re peatedly fought for 
during its 2,000 year· history is 
attained. 
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THE BRIGADE 
CHANGES HANDS 

A ne w commanding general took 
the re ins of the Army's largest 
ope ra tiona l aviation command in 
change of command ceremonie s a t 
L ong Binh in September. 

Ma jor Ge neral Robert R. Wil­
li a ms rece ived the 1st Avi a tion 
Brigade colors and traditional 
gree n tabs of leadership from 
Major Ge ne ral G. P. Seneff, Jr., 
th e first commanding general of 
th e yea r-old brigade. 

During the ceremony Generar W. 
C. Westmore land, Commanding 
eral, United States Army, Vietnam, 

. pres e nted General Se neff the Dis· 

tinguished Service Medal, the na­
tion's second highest award for 
meritorious s ervice. Also making 
a pre sentation was Lieutenant 
General Chae, Commanding Gen­
eral, Republic of Korea Forces 
Vietnam, who presented General 
Seneff with the Order of Military 
Merit Chung Mu, Korea's second 
highest award for merit. Other 
guests included Lieutenant Gen­
eral Bruce Palmer, Jr., Deputy 
Commanding General, United 
States Army Vietnam, and other 
senior commanders in Vietnam • 

The change of command cere-

Gen eral William C. Westmore land and LG Bruce Palme r Jr. pin th e 
green tab s of l eadership on MG Rob ert R. William s . 

6 

mony marked the third time that 
General Williams has replaced 
General Seneff during their mili­
tary careers. The first was in 
1955, when he replaced then Colo- · 
nel Seneff a~ Chief of the Air• 
mobility Division, Office of 

1
the 

Chief of Research and Develop­
ment~ Washington, D.C. The sec­
ond was in 1966, when he re­
placed Brigadier General Seneff 
as Director of Army Aviation up­
on General Seneff's assignment 
to Vietnam. 

A 1940 Graduate of West Point, 
General Williams has been with 
Army aviation since its inception. 
He was the first Army aviator to 
receive the Master Aviator's 
Badge, and one of the first _in-

tructors of Army pilots· from 
1942· l 944 in the Army Aviation 
Section of the Artille ry School at 
Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. His previous 
flight training had be en through 
civilian contractors, making . him 
a graduate of what is now known 
as "The Class Before One". 

Providing a colorful background 
for th e ceremony were the com­
mand a nd control he licopters of 
th e brigade's 15 comba t aviati on 
batta lions and two combat avia­
tion groups, a ligned with eac h 
unit's co lo1.-s displayed in front 
of the ships. Music was prov_id ed 
by the 266th Army Ba nd, He ad­
qua rters, United States Army 
Vie tnam, under the direction of 
Chie f Warrant Offic er Walter R._ 
Kinn ey. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS IST AVIATION BRIGADE 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96384 

To the Officers and Men of the 1st Aviation Brigade 

As most of you know by now , I have departed for a new assignment 
in Germany. It is normal and expected of a departing commander that he 
say how sorry he is to leave his command. I too must say, "I'm sorry 
to leave you", and I assure you that I mean that most sincerely. 

Most commanders must work lon g and hard to inspire the ir guys to 
produce for the m. You men have reversed that requirem e nt. I have found 
myself so inspired by your trem endou s pe rformance of duty that I have 
been hard put to meas ure up to th e c halle nge of your standards. 

Without exception, every man in the brigade has accomplish ed tasks 
considere.d impossible by normal standards. Crew chiefs and mec hanics 
have don e a fabulous job under next to impossible conditions . A via tors 
and gunners have extended themselves to th e limit-far beyond the call 
of duty. NCO's, who are so scarce these days, are doing and have don e 
and outstanding job teaching, training and leading our younge r troops . 
Words simply cannot express my deep and sincere appreciation for the 
remarkable pe rformance turned in by each on e of you . You are· superb. 

For your country, the Army, and for Army Aviation, I thank you for 

what you are doing. 

For myself, I thank you simp ly for th e privilege of having served 
. with you. I hope our paths may cross again . 

Good Luck, Good Hunting and God Speed you safely hom e. 
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Among Vietnam's Best: 

LANE ARMY 
Lane Army Heliport, located at An Son, is rapidly gaining the rep­

utation as "the ideal heliport in Vietnam". 
The helicopter pilot who flies into Lane's Ar~y Heliport for the 

first time has a favorable early impression. Approaching the back­
drop of dark, shadowy mountains, the pilot begi!JS his descent toward 
the airfield, which rises up from the valley floor to a steep knoll for­
ming the center of the airfield. On the south approach are four 
"helipads" aligned and designed to park 116 aircraft at one time. 
To the north side-across the dividing hill-lies a parking ramp for 
the larger Chinooks. 

Hovering taxiways run from the single landing pad with its big 
painted "H", and the pilot can hover his aircraft to any location on 

HAWK 
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HELIPORT 
th e parkin g ra mp or to the re fu e lin g point. Ac ross th e hill agai n a t 
the camp's center, la rge Chinooks can hove r into a re fu e lin g a rea . 
The n pilots can mo~e th e tande m-rotor cargo and troop carry in g s h ips 
to parkin gs ta lls, whi ch are sh e lt e red by s and fill ed ba rre l reve tme nts 
for protection agains t morta r a ttack on th e aircra ft. 

The ma in mission of th e units lo ca ted at L ane is to fly a irc ra ft in 
support of forces from the Republi c of Korea and th e F ree World. To 
do this prope rly , top-no tch performance fr om p ilo ts a nd ma inte na nce 
personne l in key pos iti ons is needed. By ha ving s uch a ni ce place 
to work and fly from, effici e ncy has inc rease d, and in many cases, 
tours ~n Vie tna m are be in g ext e nde d. 

HAWK 9 
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RUFUS, 
THE CRIMINAL 
MASCOT 

Rufus th e dog, th e masco t of 
the 200th · As s a ult Support He li­
copter Company at Bear Cat, has 
a crimin al record. · 

Rufus was the firs t me mber of 
the 200th to ge t a De linquency 
Repo rt in Vie tnam. 

I t s ta rted bac·k in th e Sta tes a t 
F t. Be nnin g, Ga., when the 200th 
found Rufus whil e on a fie ld ma­
ne uve r. T he dog was immed ia tely 
ado pted by Spec ia list 5 P hillip 
Roscoe , fl ight e ngin ee r, and be­
came a perm a nent pa rt of the · 
unit. 

HAWK 

So wh en it came time fo r the 
200th to move to th e Wes t Coas t 
fo r deployme nt to Vie tnam, a 
deal was ma de with th e Air Force 
to fl y Rufus to Cali fo rnia . T he 
Navy took ove r a t th e Coas t a nd 
the dog was put aboard the air­
craft carri e r "Kula Gul f". Afte r 
18 days a t sea, the s h ip reac hed 
Vun g Tau, where Rufu s was met 
by a Chin oo k he li copter and car­
ri ed to Bear Cat. And the f irs t 
thin g th a t Rufus d id afte r jo inin g 
the unit was to go into .Bie n Hoa 
and ge t pi c ked up a nd imp ounde d 

by the MP' s , becoming th e s ub­
jec t of the firs t DR th e comm a nd­
in g office r of the 214th Co mb at 
Avia ti on Ba tta lion rece ived on 
hi s new company, th e 200th. 

A le tter fr om th e ba tta li on c om­
mande r free d Rufus and made the 
dog an authori zed memb er of the 
200th Assaul t Support He li copte r 
Company. 

And now Rufus is go in g to ha ve 
to se ttle down and stay in the 
compound a t Bear Ca t. 

Rufus is pregnant. 
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Door Gunner 
Remember your drill sergeant in 

basic training? One of his favor­
ite themes went something like 
this: "That weapon is your 
sweetheart, wife, and lover. 
TAKE CARE OF IT!!! You treat 
it, right, and someday it might re­
turn the favor by saving your 
life." 

At the time the lecture probably 
didn't have much effect. But 
many troops serving in Vietnam 
today have just cause to thank 
that drill sergeant for his words 
of advice. And one of the most 
outstanding of these is the heli­
copter door gunner. Bec'ause he 
works with his weapon every day, 
he knows the importance of kee-p­
ing it in top operating con di ti on. 

The gunner's role on ·an air­
craft is an important one. He is 
responsible for protecting his 
ship on a mission. If trouble 
should occur and the ship is 
forced down, he is responsible 
for setting up a defense and 
guarding it until help arrives. 

His primary job centers around 
his M-60 machine gun; cleaning, 
maintaining repairing, and some­
times shooting it. But the gun­
ner's job, like many jobs in Army 
aviation, is an overlapping one. 
In addi t1on to maintaining the 
ship's weapons, he also helps the 
crew chief maintain the helicop­
ter, often working late hours to 
keep it in flying condition. 

As any gunner will readily ad­
mit, the most enjoyable part of 
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his job involves flying. As one 
door gunner puts it: "That's 
where everything's happening!" 
And his experiences while flying 
are always interesting, often ex­
.citing, and sometimes dangerous. 

Specialist 4 Larry Gibson, a 
gunner with the 128th Assault 
Helicopter Company at Phu Loi, 
had an encounter with one of the 
dangerous kind while on a mis­
sion in the central highlands 
recently. 

The 128th was flying elemients 
of the 173d Airborne Brigade into 
a hot landing zone in War Zone 
C. As Gibson's ship began to 
lift out of the LZ, heavy enemy 
small arms and automatic weap­
ons fire raked the chopper, scor­
ing 13 hits. 

The pilot was cut about the 
face and hands as VC bullets 
shattered the plexiglass wind­
shield. Gibson was knocked back 

. against the firewall of the ship 
from a heavy blow to the head. 
"I thought it was shrapnel from a 
nearby exploding grenade, but 
didn't have time to think about it, 
or get scared," he said. "I just 
grabbed my maching gun and 
started firing back with every­
thing I had. " 

On examining his flight helmet 
when he got. back to base camp, 
Specialist Gibson discovered a 
large hole gouged through the 
right side by what appeared to 
have been a bullet. The entrance 

hole went almost through the 
helmet, but neither the projectile 
nor an exit hole could be found. 
The object apparently spent it­
self on impact with the helmet 
and dropped out, leaving Gibson 
unmarked. 

On seeing his helmet Gibson 
said, "I really started shaking 
then. I guess I'm about the luck­
iest guy around." 

All of the gunner's contact is 
not made with the enemy, how­
ever. Specialist 4 Terry Garner 
of the 170th Assault Helicopter 
Company at Pleiku is gaining 
quite a reputation as a "big game 
hunter." 

Garner's first trophy came when 
his ship set down in a cle,aring in 
the highlands and a deer wan­
dered near. His second trophy 
came when three tigers ventured 
too close to his ship. He opened 
up on tliem with his M-60 and got 
one of the big cats. 

The 170th now has a beautiful 
tiger rug added to the decora-

tions in its operations build­
ine:. When asked about future 
"safaris", Garner grins and says, 
"Would you believe an ele­
phant?" 

But whether he's shooting VC, 
tigers, or just performing· main­
tenance on his guns and ship, 
it's agreed that the gunner is 
an indispensible member of the 

· Army aviation team . · 
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THE EARS OF 
VIETNAM 

There's a tongue-in-cheek sign 
hanging on the wall of an office 
in the airfield tower at Can Tho 
th at stat es: we have done so 
much for so · many for so long 
with so little that now we can do 
everything for everybody with 
nothing. 

The office is the base of opera­
tions for the platoon of men who 
run "Delta Center", the coordi­
nating center for almost all flight 
following service in the Delta. 
The sign is an expression of tre­
mendous pride in belonging to 
one of the most unique units in 

Vietnam-the 125th Air Traffic 
Company. 

Never heard of it? If you're an 
aviator, you probably have, and 
don't know it. Every time you 
get behind the controls of an air­
craft, you're in touch with the 

125th Air Traffic Company. 
This company, consisting of 

slightly more than 400 men, pro­
vides the majority of air traffic 
control in the Republic of Viet­
nam. Headquartered at Bien Hoa 
and commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Theodore S. Ferry, the 
125th has _ four Flight Regulating 
Platoons, scattered from Can Tho 
in the Delta to Pleiku in the cen­
tral high lands. 

Men of these platoons are on 
duty 24 hours a day, constantly 
keeping and "ear" on the ships 
flying in their areas, ready to 
react immediately in case of e­
mergency. 

Specialist 5 ] im Hill, Air Traf­
fic Control Supervisor at the 4th 
Platoon's Delta Center, describes 
the air traffic controller's job 
thusly: "We keep in contact with 

the aircraft at all times so we can 
relay messages to them, dire ct 
them away any from artillery or 
air strikes occurring along their 
line of flight, and, should one go 
down, we can have help on the 
·Nay within minutes. 

The men of the 125 th perform 
these functions in a variety of 
places and circumstances. Some 
follow and direct air traffic from 
an airfield · tower, as at Vinh 
Long. Others work out of the big 
vans of electronic equiprrient lo­
cated at. one of the flight coordi­
nating centers, such as the ones 
at Can Tho, Tan Son Nhut and 
Pleiku. Still others work in small 
vans in more remote places such 
as Long Xuyen, Gia Mia, and 
Dong Tam, a site so remote that 
personnel are normally rotated 

' every 30 days. 

The aircraft controll er works in anything from an air tower to a remotely located van 
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Th e aircraft controll er is cons tantly keeping tabs on aircraft operating in his area. 

The te rrain fo und in Vie tn am is 
some of the most divers e in th e 
world. This can be a hazard in 

operations involving landings of 
more th a n one airc raft. This o­
pens another facet of th e air traf­
fi c controlle r's job-mobility. He 
must be as mobile as th e airc r•aft 
he se rvices . Wh e n an ai rm ob ile 
op eration is planne d in a n a rea 
where there a re no a irfi e ld faci l­
ities , he ta kes th e a irfi e ld fac ile 
ities , to th e opera ti on Carry in g 
a portable radio, he goes into th e 
ofte n in secu re a rea , sets up the 

staging field, and direc ts th e ai r 
traffi c in and out of the forward 
a rea. 

All of these aspects of t he air 
traffic controll er' s job require a· 
special hnd of dedication. The 
hours are often long and irregular, 
and he is sometimes loca ted in a 
re mote a rea, fa r re moved from 
m·any of th e convenie nces ava il­
ab le to most of the troops ·in 
Vie tn am. His work is somet imes 
da ngerous, sometimes busy, 
some times qui e t, b ut it is never 
boring. 

The me n of the 125th Air T raffic 
Company e njoy the ir wo rk, and 
are proud of th e j ob th ey're doing, 
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because they know it' s one of the 
most important j obs in avi a tion. 

And to th e man who fly s , it's a 
goo d feelin g to know th at if he 
should be forced d G> wn, e ith er 

through mec hani ca l fai lure or hos­
til e fir e , there will be he lp on the 
way wi thin a matte r of minutes. 
Because th e 125th Air Traffic 
Company is th ere . 

An air conditioned van serves as flight coo rdinating cen ter in the 
Mekong Delta. 
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MED CAP , DOCTOR 
AIDS VILLAGERS 

It has been generally acknow­
leged that the war in Vietnam is 
being fought on two fronts: in 
the battlefield, and in the vil­
lages, homes and hearts of the 
Vietnamese people. 

One man who is making short 
work of his "enemy" in this se­
cond front is Captain Romuald T. 
Szymanowski, flight surgeon for 
the 12th Combat Aviation Group. 

Dr. Szymanowski directs the 
unit's MEDCAP (Medical Civic 
Action Program) to the vil.fagers 
of Tan Van . 15 miles north of 
Saigon. He has been providing 
badly needed medical atten­
tion to the villagers during his 
weekly v1s1ts since the 12th 
Group started the MEDCAP Pro­
gram several months ago. 

The doctor says the initial 
struggle was overcoming the na­
tural apprehension and reluc­
tance of the villagers to accept 
medical attention. Using the 
Gi:oup's ARYN interpreter and a 
Vietnamese medical assistant, 
however, he was able to communi­
cate wit:h the local people and 
soon won their confidence. 

"Bae Si" Szym, as he is re­
spectfully referred to by the 
people of Tan Van, treats nearly 
100 patients in a makeshift dis­
pensary. During his weekly vis­
it Doctor Szymanowski has set 
fractures, performed minor sur­
gery, treated ulcerated infec­
tions, offered prenatal care and 
prescribed medications for arth­
ritic disorders, head colds and 
dysentary. 

The goal of the 12th Group's 
MEDCAP Program in Tan Van is 
not only to treat various maladies, 
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but also to prevent their re­
currence. Through the weeks the 
doctor found that by giving each 
patient a brief lecture on sani­
tation the villagers' _state of 
health improved, but more help 
was needed. The prevalence of 
skin infections indicated a need 
for more emphasis on personal 
cleanliness. 

Doctor Szymanowski sought the 
aid of the Regional Office of 
Civil Operations (OCO). OCO's 
department of public health an­
swered his call and provided a 
Korean preventive medicine team 
led by Mr. Hyong Tok Ko. Under 
Mr; Ko's guidance the team has 
administered over 2,000 cholera 
and plague shots and given 
scores of amallpox vaccinations 
while the other team members 

have given preventive medicine 
classes to the Vietnamese. 

To round out the program, "Doc" 
Syzmanowski enlisted the aid of a 
friend, Captain Samuel Hair, 
dentist for the 145th Combat A­
viation Battalion. During Doc­
tor Hair's visits he treats an 
average of 50 patients, offers 
preventive dental care ins truc­
tion and has given a toothbrush 
and -· toothpaste to each patient. 

Through the efforts of Doctor 
Syzmanowski and the 12th Avia­
tion Group's MEDCAP Program, 
the villagers at Tan Van are 
healther - and happier-than ever 
before. And by winning the war 
on the "second" front, "Bae Si 
Szym" could well be making~ big 
step toward winning the war on 
the first front. 

"Bae Si Szym" listens to the heartbeat of a young Vietnamese girl in 
the village of Tan Van. 
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THE ~UNNER AINT AROUND 
NOMORE-- NE lETHIS FEEr HANIT. 
our THEDOOR,I 

NOW YOUG-Er BACK HERE-­
THAT's AN OROER.11 
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A difficult task to be done; a power­

ful machine designed to do it. The Fly­

ing Crane-equally adept at operating in 

the flat lands of the delta or the sharp 

peaks of the central highlands. Wh e ther 

lifiing 67 troops or .a lOSmm howitzer, 

the big helicopter performs with a fasci­

nating combination of grace, strength 

and precision to provide valuable and 

effecient support to combat troops on 

the ground. 
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