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NEWSLETTERS 

MG ROBERT R. WILLIAMS, Brigade Commander, 
receives the Command Mobility plaque from Mr. 
Jack E. Leonard of Hughes Tool Company. The 
plaque was given in recognition of the 1st Avia­
tion Brigade being selected Army Aviation unit of 
the year. Looking on is Brigade Sergeant Major 
Douglas W. Sims. 

COMMANDER WILBUR F. H. RAIDLINE and 
members of the Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Post 855, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, have undertaken a pro­
ject to promote "Mail from Home" for members of 
the United States Armed Forces serving in Vietnam 
~nd elsewhere in Southeast Asia in support capa­
cities, ~s well as military personnel in hospitals 
at home and abroad. Military personnel who desire 
letters or packages should send their names and 
complete addresses, along with a brief description 
of themselves and their interests, to: "Mail From 
Home", Bethlehem Post 855, VFW, Bethlehem, 
Penna. 18017. 

RVN SPECIAL LEAVE POLICY has been 
changed by DOD to allow men to take leave up to 
60 days after normal rotation date. Modific'a'tion 
applies to individuals who were unable to take 
leave because of operational committments. Old 
policy states that leave had to be taken within 30 

days after normal rotation date. (ARMY DIGEST) 
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BOEING'S US ARMY CHINOOK helicopters have 
beert recovering downed aircraft at an average of 
three per day since their arrival in Vietnam in 
September, 1965. Estimated replacement value of 
the salvaged aircraft exceeds $500 million. Re­
coveries of the widely used UH-1 assault helicopter 
have accounted for almost 80 per cent of the total. 
(BOEING HELICOPTER NEWS) 

THE 14th COMBAT AVIATION Battalion's new 
242nd Assault Support Helicopter Company, in its 
first full month of .war zone operations, flew about 
100 more hours and 600 more sorties, carrying 800 
more passengers and 1400 more tons of cargo than 
any other Chinook Company in any single month. 
(BOEING HELICOPTER NEWS) 

SORRY 'BOUT THAT. The caption on page 5 
of the December issue of HAWK gives credit to the 
210th Combat Aviation Battalion. The Slicks, in 
reality, belong to the 118th Assault Helicopter 
Company. Ed. 

THE NEW CH-47B CHINOOK helicopter is 
scheduled for arrival in Vietnam. The CH-4.78, 
operating at sea level conditions with a full fuel 
load, is able to transport 15,800 pounds on a 115-
mile radius mission. This represents a 54-per cent 
increase over the pay load capability of earlier 
Chinooks. 



Editorial: 

DIED AS A RESULT OF ... 
Died not as a result of hostile action. You see this every day rn 

the newspaper. And behind this, there is a list of names, names of 
people who died in Vietnam, but not in combat. 

These names, perhaps you know one of them, died from a variety of 
causes, some natural and some not. Heart attacks and diseases take 
their toll, but a good percentage of the names should not be on this 
list. They are there because of a careless accident. 

Accidents, taking many forms, have claimed the lives of many men 
in the 1st Aviation Brigade. Last year, 10 men were killed in automo­
bile accidents. A recent survey, conducted by the Military Police, 
showed that 50 percent of all fatal accidents could have been pre­
vented by simple defensive driving. 

Recently, two pilots were hospitalized because they were wounded 
with weapons that supposedly were "cleared" but were not. 

The answer to stop this loss of life is simple, common sense. A 
little bit of defensive driving would probably have prevented the 
vehicle accidents. Following the rules taught to every soldier in 
basic training would have prevented the accidents with weapons. 

To curb the number of ac.cidents with weapons, every individual 
should make sure that they are armed only with the weapons they need. 
All war trophy weapons should be kept in the arms room. 

To end the traffic fatalities, use common sense. You only have a 
year until your return to your family. Don't let a mistake extend your 
tour for ever. 

Chaplain's Corner 

Chaplain (Maj) Henry N. Easley 

A committee once called upon Enrico Caruso, then at the height of 
his operatic fame, to ask if he would sing at a concert for the bene­
fit of a worthy cause. The chairman of the committee, fearful that 
Caruso would refuse, hurriedly said, "Of course, Mr. Caruso, since 
this is a charitable affair and you are not being paid, we would not 
expect your best. Your name will draw the crowd, and you can merely 
sing some song requiring little of strength or skill." 

Caruse is said to have drawn himself up to full height as he an­
swered, "Caruso never does less than his best!" 

Far too many persons today are doing less than their best. If you 
are not giving your best for your God and your Country, for your fel­
low man and in your vocation, then you are making yourself a part of 
the problems of the world instead of helping to find solutions to those 
problems. You are not only cheating others, you are cheating your­
self when you fail to give and do your best consistently. 

In a world which has become nothing more than a large ·neighbor­
hood in modern times, you are not only cheating others, you are cheat­
ing yourself when you fail to give and do your best. 
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From the 

CAREER 

COUNSELOR 

Army aviation 1s today playing 

a vital role in the defense of our 

Country. In Southeast Asia, 

along the demilitari zed zone of 

Korea, in Europe and other far­

flung bastions, Army aviatio.n is 

in the forefront. 
' 

One of the man'Y highly techni-

cal courses in aviation mainten­

ance taught at the U.S. Army 

Transportation School, Fort Eus­

tis, Va., is the Aircraft Engin;e 
Repair Course. j 

The ·course provides - the stu­

dent with a working knowledge of 

the Army aircraft maintenance 

and supply system, fundamental 

subjects relative to the perfor­

mance theory of maintenance, and 

general repair procedures au­

thorized at field maintenance 

level for various aircraft systems 

and components. 

Upon successful completion of 

the course, the student is high­

ly trained and well qualified for 

the MOS of Aircraft Engine 

Repair. He has an opportunity 

for further .schooling, and with 

this he can attain higher rank. 

Prerequisites are: normal co­

lor perception, nine months or 

more of active duty s'er(vice re­

maining upon compl~tion of the 

course, and a standard score of 

100 or higher in aptitude area MM. 

For additional details, see 

your career counselor. 
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ECONOMY and RESOURCES 

The economy of Vietnam is bas­

ically agricultral. About 80 
percent of a population of near­

ly 18 million people derives a 
livelihood from the land. Viet­
nam's population growth, esti­
mated at nearly three percent 
annually, constitutes a severe 
challenge to the ability of the 
economy to maintain or improve 
living sta ndards by increasing 
output at an equivalent or greater 
rate. 

Trade plays an increasingly 
important role in the. economy. 

Rice and rubber comprise the 
principle exports and provide 
the only source of Foreign Ex­
change, although tea, copra, ka­
pok and peanuts are being ex­
ported in some volume. 

Rice exports in an average year 
have been roughly 250,000 metric 
tons, worth about 25 million 
United States dollars. Rubber 
production in an average year has 
been about 78,000 metric tons. 
In past years Vietnam has ranked 
as high as the fifth largest world 
producer of rubber; although the 
volume of production has re­
mained fairly steady, export 
values have fallen about ten per­
cent a year since the peak year 
(1960) when the export value 
reached 48 million dollars. 

Imports consist chiefly of 

manufactures not produced within 
the country. Local capital re-
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sources are limited; only a few 
institutions exist to channel 
savings into . productive use. 
Basic public facilities, such as 
transportation and communications 
are inadequate, and have suffer­
ed heavily from Viet Cong ac­
tions. Government controls 
play an important role in di­
recting the economy. 

Although mining is relatively 
underdeveloped, the principle 
mineral resource, coal, is under­
going intensive exploitation. 
It is at present used as fuel, but 

in the future it should provide 
the basis for numerous industrial 

applications such as urea and 
carbon. Other mineral resources, 

such as limestone, pozzuolana, 
ilmenite and phosphate rock exist 
in quantity, but are much less im­
portant than coal from a comer­
c ial point of view. 

To promote development, the 
Government is concentrating on 
public investments designed to 
create basic facilities useful 
to the private sector. The three 
largest are the 'Da Nihm hydro­
electric project, the An Hoa Nong 
Son industrial complex, and the 
Ha Tien cement plant. The Gov­
ernment has also entered into 
some activities which would us­
ually be reserved to the private 
sector in the United States. Aside 
from expenditures for maintain­
ing military and police forces, 

public funds are spent primarily 
for rehabilitation of the trans­
portation and communications 
network, development of educa­
tion, and various farm programs 
for increasing agricultural pro­
ductivity and improving living 
conditions in the rural areas. 

Agriculture is the principal 
source of income in Vietnam. It 
not only employs about thre e­
fourths of the population, but it 
accounts for about one-half of 
the gross national product and 
for almost all of the fore ign 
exchange earnings from exports. 

About 35 percent of the coun­
try's land area is used for 
agriculture. The Government 
of Vietnam belives that pro­
spects for improving living 
standards will be enhanced 
through more productive and di­
versified agricultures. 

The Government is also putting 
greater emphasis on industrial 
crops, such as sugar cane and 
hardfibers, as forerunners of 
new or expanded processing in­
dustries. Increased use of chem­
ical fertilizer and water con­
trol is stressed in areas which 
have greatest potential for imme­
diate increase in production. 
Rice has been singled . out be­
cause its increased output would 

bring an immediate and sizable 
increase in foreign exchange 
earnings. 
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Perspective: 

223rd COMBAT SUPPORT 
AVIATION BATTALION 

The Vietnam Conflict has been 
described as "the helicopter 
war", and rightly so. The Huey 
slicks and gunships and the new­
er Huey Cobra, the Chinooks and 
Flying Cranes, the OH-23 and 
more recently the OH6-A Cayuse 
have proven themse lves indispen­
sible in a war which requires 
mobility, firepower and logis­
ti ca l support. Flying missions 
from the DMZ to the Mekong Del­
ta, these ships have become a 
familiar and reassuring sight to 

the men they support. 
Probably not so familiar a 

sight, but as important, are the 
Army's fixed wing aircraft. They 
too have proven themselves in­
valuable by providing reconnais­
sance, surveillance, and tacti­
cal air lift of troops over long 
distances. 

The 17th Group's 223rd Combat 
Support Aviation Battalion, com­
manded by Lieutenant Coloner 
Leslie H. Gilbert, is charged 
with performing these functions 

Marking rock e ts often l ead to successful air strikes 
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for the II Corps area of Vietnam. 
Aircraft of its six fixed wing 
companies are rn the air 24 
hours a day supporting Free 
World Forces. The battalion's 
history and successes closely 
parallel the history and success 
of the ground elements. 

Its history is not a long one, 
but it has been significant. The 
223rd was officially organized 
at Nha Trang on May 15, 1966, 
with the mission of fulfilling 
all fixed wing commitments for 
the 17th Combat Aviation Group, 
whose area of responsibility 
cove red the I and II Corps Tac­
tical Zones of Vietnam. This 
comprised slightly more than two 
thirds of the total land mass of 
Sou th Vie tnam and gave the bat­
talion unique problems in com­
mand, co mm~nications , operations 
and logistics. To handle these 
problems, the battalion was 
equipped with six aviation com­
panies. 

Shortly after becoming oper­
a tional in September of 66, the 
batta lion received the 92nd Avia­
tion Company, which joined the 
135th Aviation Company, its 
sister CV-2 (Caribou) unit in 
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g1vrng direct medium transport 
support to field commanders in 
Vietnam. The 92nd and the 135th 
companies remained important ele­
ments of the 223rd until January 
1967, when the Air Force as­
sumed control of all US Army 

· Caribous. 

The first week of 1967 was 
a hectic Ol).e for the 223rd, as 
the battalion moved its head­
quarters from Nha Trang to Qui 
Nhon, remaining operational 
throughout the move. Operating 
from this headquarters, the 223rd 
had been providing reconnais­
sance, surveillance and troop 
lift to the II Corps area ever 
since. 

Reconnaissance capability is 
furnished by four 0-1 Birddog com­
panies--the 183rd "Seahorses", 
the 219th "Headhunters", the 
185th "Pterodactals" and the 
203rd "Hawkeyes." These units 
are the "eyes" for Free World 
Force commanders in th~ I and II 
Corps areas with their visual 
reconnaissance and combat sur­
veillance support. 

Pilots of these uni ts fly a 
variety of missions, directing 

Bird Dog is loaded with rockets prior to a miss ion 

fire for the US Army, US Marine 
Corps, and ARYN artillery bat­
teries and US Naval gun and 
rocket ships lying offshore, and 
on occasion they have directed 
air strikes for the Air Force. 

"We also provide intelligence," 
says Captain Brian Mullady, a 
pilot with the 1st Platoon of 
the 203rd "Hawkeyes". "We 
locate VC rice fields, trails, and 
possible strongholds, and keep 
ground commanders advised." 

Also providing valuable intel-

ligence information is the 225th 
Surveillance Airplane Company, 
Commanded by Major Thomas 
E. Cote. The OV-1 Mohawks 
of the 225th, with their Side 
Looking Airborne Radar (SLAR), 
Infra-red and photographic capa­
bilities are flying night and 
day providing valuable intelli­
gence for the• II Corps area. 
Perhaps the greatest tribute to the 
effectiveness of the Mohawk pilot 
has been paid by "Charlie" him­
self; the bounty for bringing a 

U-lA Otters provide light transport capabilities for the 223rd 
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Maintenance personnel work hard to sustain a high aircraft availablity rate 

Mohawk pilot down is higher than 
for any other pilot in Vietnam. 

The reason for Charlie's con­
cern is understandable, consid­
ering that approximately 80 per , 
cent of the intelligence in the II 
Corps area is derived from the 
reconnaissance and surveillance 
programs of the 223rd. And ap­
proximately 50 per cent of all 
tactical combat operations in the 
II Corps area are the result of the 
intelligence gained from its Bird­
dog ?.nd Mohawk units. 

In addition - to providing 

reconnaissance and surveillance, 
the 223rd furnishes light trans­
portation capability with its 
18th Utility Airplane Company, 
The 18th, "Low, Slow and Reli­
able", is the oldest fixed wing 
unit in Vietnam. Its U-1 Otters 
fly throughout the four corps 
areas from the DMZ in the north 
to the delta city of Can Tho in 
the south, making it the only 
unit in the 17th Group to reg­
ularly furnish support in the 
III and IV Corps Tactical Zones. 

The 18th recently carried its 

300,000th passenger a re­
markable feat due to the fact 
that the U-1 Otter carries only 
nine passengers, and is the only 
single engine transport plane in 
the Army inventory. Flying com­
bat support for more than 2,100 
consecutive days, ships of the 
18th have flown a mileage equiv­
alent to 31 trips to the moon. 

Each of the units of the 223rd 
Combat Support Aviation Batta­
lion have proven the effective­
ness of the Army's inventory of 
fixed wing aircraft. 

Mohawks of the 223rd are responsible for much of the surveiZZ.ance in the II Corps Area 
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Montagnard boy awaits medi cal treatment 

Brigade Ci vie Action 

OPERATION JFRIENDSHIP 
To most people, the war in Vietnam is one of ri­

fles, helicopters a nd artillery. A military victo­
ry over the Viet Cong, th ey fee l, brings th e wa r 
one step closer to its co nclus ion . 

There is a noth er face to th is . war, however, one 
whe re li ves a re save d, not taken. In stead of de­
stroy in g, a na tion is be in g built. 

Members of the 1s t Av iat ion Br igade fight this 
othe r wa r daily. Through var ious C ivic Action pro­
grams, eve ry unit in th e brigade fights the common 
enemies of po~erty, hun ger a nd disease. 

Usi ng medical t echniques that might seem primi­
tive compared to t he modern hospitals in th e United 
Sta tes, 1st Brigade med ics treat unknow n numbers 
of Vietnamese eve ry day . 

C loth es, text boo ks a nd sc hool s upplies a re co l­
lected in some units and distributed to nearby 

Vietnamese orphanages , schoo ls and refugee vil­
lages . 

Also, the men of the 1st Brigade s upply some­
thin g that many hamle ts and villages have not 
kn own, friendship. 

Many s ma ll hamlets have neve r had a ny real con­
ta c t with any gove rnme nta l system, excep t that im­
pose d by the Viet Cong. T hrou gh Civic Actio n pro­
grams, th e rural Vietna mese are s how n th a t they 
have nothin g to fear from Ame ri can soldie rs, and, 
with the he lp of interested district ' leade rs, they 
are g ive n a closer re la tionship with the Saigo n 
gove rnm ent, whi ch he lps build a stronger nation . 

Whether it is with guns hips an d s li cks or books 
and medicine, th e 1st Brigade is a n effective par­
ti c ipant in a ll phases of this comp lex war. 

A happy and healthy child is reward eno ugh 

A Montagnard gi rl ge ts her fir s t pair of Ameri can 

shoes 

Brigade Chap lain Francis A. Knight makes another friend A Brigade medic treats a chil d fo r skin rash 
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TECH 
SUPPLY 
SPECIALIST 

"For the want ·of a nail, a 
shoe was lost; for the want of a 
shoe, a horse was lost; for the 
want of a horse, a battle wa·s 
lost." 

That adage has been said so 
often that it has almost become 
a · cliche. But the fact that it 
has endured so long and been re­
peated so many times is testim­
ony to its basic truth. It is 
just as true today in modern 
warfare as it was in feudal days. 
And it is especially true. of Army 
aviation. 

The sucess of a ship in per­
forming its mission depends not 
only on the pilot, but upon the 
hundreds of men who back him up, 
providing maintenance, repair, 
flight following, and of course, 
supply. Lack of proper prepara­
tion and efficiency in any one 
of thes e areas could lead to 
failure, and possibly disaster, 
on a m1ss10n. 

The man who provides the 
"nail" in aviation is the Tech­
nical Supply Specialist. It is 
his job to make sure that any 
parts or components needed fo~ 
the repair or upkeep of a ship 
are supplied as quickly and ef­
ficiently as possible. He has 
to be familiar with thousands of 
parts, and know ~vhich parts are 
most frequently required. 

"Of course, the most important 

HAWK 

parts-the ones which have top 
priority--are the EDP (Equipment 
Deadlined for .Parts) items," 
says Specialist Four Lee John­
son, a Tech Supply Specialist 
with the 256th Transportation 
Detachment at Qui Nhon. "These 
are mission-essential parts that 
are ,necessary to keep an air­
craft flyable. If I have the 
part on stock, I can supply it 
immediately. But if it's a 
"fringe" part (one which there 
is not eri~ugh demand for to keep 
on rhe regular stock list), it 
takes longer, depending on the 
availability of the part. Some­
times I can get it in an hour, 
and sometimes it takes a few 
days." 

But just finding and handing 
the parts is only part of 
Tech Supply Specialist's 

out 
the 
job. 

''A lot of paperwork is in­
vo lved," says PFC Angus Hume, 
of the 18th Uti lity Aircraft Com­
pany. "Once a week I go through 
the files to see . what parts are 
needed. Then I put in a re qui­
s1t1on for any parts _ that are 
less tha n the number I'm author­
ized." When the number of parts 
involved in maintaining and re­
pa1nng an aircraft · are consid­
ered, it' s easy to see the a­
mount of paperwork that might be 
required. 

The Tech Supply Specialist is 
' trained for his job at one of 

several aviation-oriented supply 
schools in the States. During 
the eight week course, he is 
taught the different types of 
parts, how to determine what the 
reorder point is for certain parts, 
and how to determine what and 
how much to order. There is 
also a supplementary school at 
Yung Tau, offering a condensed 
version of the same course for 
in-country training. 

Once he gets on the job, the 
Tech Supply Specialist usually 
finds the work challenging. "It 
keeps me busy, and I sometimes 
work late hours when they 're 
performing maintenance on a 
ship," says PFC Hume, ''but I 
like my job." 

And like most personnel whose 
MOS is related to aviation, PFC 
Hume has found that he loves to 
fly. He has flown as an aerial 
observer with a Birddog unit 
during hi s off duty · hours, and 
plans to get his pilot's li cense 
when he returns to the States. 

But whether behind a coun ter 
or desk, or in the ai r, the Tech 
Supply Specialist has just rea­
sons to be proud of' his job, and 
the role he 1s playing in Army 
aviation. · 
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The 213th at 

OAK TO 
At 8 a.m., on November 17, a 

flight of three CH-47A twin-ro­

tor "Chinooks" of the Army's 

213th Assault Support Helicopter 

Com.pany "Black Cats" lifted off 

from Phu Loi, 15 miles north of 

Saigon, enroute to Pleiku in the 

central highlands. At 9 a.m., a 
second flight of three Chinooks 

was a irborne and the 213 th 

"Black Cats" officially began 

eight days of action in the cen­

tral highlands in support of the 

U.S. 4th Infantry Division and 

the l 73rd Airborne Brigade at 

Oak To, during Operation MacAr­

thur. 

getting settled in their new 

quarters, and a briefing on ene­

my situation and terrain, the 

"Black Cats" were ready to begin 

mountain operations. 

Each day, for eight days, the 

213th supported operations around 

Oak To and Hill 875. "The 

mountainous terrain in the area 

of operation there is much dif­

ferent than the low land area 

that we're accustomed to," said 

Captain Thomas Hyneck, Assistant 

Operations Officer for the 213th . 

"It was like learning to fly all 

over again, making approaches 

to pinnacles and having to carry 

a li ghter load because of the 

higher e levation." 

After the first day, however, 

the "Black Cat" pilots fit right 

in to the routine, and at the end 

of the eight days had logged 

over 300 hours and carrie·d over 

1,500 tons of ammunition, Howit­

zer batteries, supplies, and equip­

ment. The majority of their 

flights were from the Oak To re­

support bases that are near the 

Cambodian border and to the 

The six "Black Cat" Chinooks, 

led by Lieutenant Colonel George 

W. Adamson, commanding officer of 

the 213th, were requested by the 

52nd CombatAviation Battalion to 

assist the l 79th Assault Support 

Helicopter Company, based at 

Camp Holloway in Pleiku. 

Ships of the 213th were on the ground •. . 

The temporary base of oper­

ations chosen for the huge Chi­

nooks was Hensel Army Air Field, 

a sate llite field eight miles 

south of Pleiku. The mainten­

ance section, commanded by Chief 

Warrant Officer Herman Lenhardt, 

set up shop on the grass a few 

hundred meters from the active 

run way. After a few hours of 
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infantry units located in the vi­

cinity of "!Iill 875". 

On one day , C olone l Adamson 

a nd Chi ef Warrant Offi ce r New­

ton, a .l79th pilot, airlifted two 

ba tta li ons of South Vi e tn am­

es e soldi e rs --a lmos t 1,000 troops , 

into a ti ght la ndin g zone in th e 

ba ttle a rea . On th e initi a l li ft, 

the troo ps we re committed to 

ba ttle as soo n as th ey to uched 

groun d. By th e t ime th e lift was 

comple ted, howe ve r, th e ARVN's 

ha d control of the s itua ti on. No 

hits we re ta ke n by th e a ircraft. 

On anoth e r day Chie f Warra nt 

Offi ce r F rank Smith and Chie f 

Warrant Offi cer Ke nn e th Moorm an 

went on a rec overy miss ion to 

airlift a downed aircraft fr om a 

fire support base. 

"As we hovered ove r th e s hip 

to hook up, my aircraft suddenly 

s hook from explos ion s to my 

ri ght," sa id Mr. Smith. " About 

th at time we we re hoo ked, so I 

continued to a irlift th e Huey 

out of th e area. That' s wh e n my 

crew chi ef informe d me th a t 

th ere was a B-52 s trike in pro­

gress i!_bout one-h a lf mile from 

the pickup s ite . 

" We continued our fli ght, car­

ry in g th e Huey to Dak To whe n 

our fli ght engin ee r noti ce d a 
bull et hole in one of the rea r 

windows while 

craft check. 
ma kin g his a ir­

With th e B-52 

s trike pounding away bac k there , 

no on e felt a thing. Six month s 

in country and I too k my firs t 
round." 

The battle-we a ry US P a ratroop­

ers of the l 73rd Airborn e Bri­

gade captured Hill 875 on Th anks ­

givin g Day , afte r five days of 

bitter fi ghting. Whe n th e fi ghtin g 

lulled, Blac k Cat a ircra ft flew hot 

turkey a nd othe r Th anksgivin g 

Day de li ghts to th e tro ops . 

On No vemb e r 25 , th e Blac k 

Ca ts fl ew morn in g miss ions, th en 

in the a ftern oo n return ed to Plei ku, 

pac ked th eir equipm ent a nd head­

ed bac k to P hu L oi. Durin g the 

eight long days and nights , th e 

213 th had fl own ove r 300 Com ba t 

hours ; h auled approx ima te ly 

1,500 tons of s uppli es and equ ip· 

men t ; a irlifted more tha n 3, 700 

comba t troo ps · and Medevace d 

ove r 50 cas ua lti es . 

"I am proud of th e job my men 

did up north," Co lone l Adamson 

s aid. "We e njoyed workin g with 

the 179th and lea rne d quite a 
lot from them. We we re ha ppy to 
be able to ass ist th em." 

..• and in th e air in support of Op eration MacArthur at Dak To 
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THE FL YING ACES 
OF VIETNAM 

One means of measuring a top- wear these wrngs, I've wanted are worn on special occasions . 

notch unit is by the morale and to try to revive some of the The outfits made an immediate 

esprit-de-corps of its men. Men· spirit of the Rickenbacker days." 

with high morale are proud of It was when he happened to 

their unit, and they usually mention it to his crew chief 

hit. It wasn't long before the 

whole company was asking how 

they could procure them, so Cap-

find some means of expressing that the ball started rolling. tain Bernardi wrote and asked if 

their pride. 

One of the most unique ex­

pressions of unit pride has come 

from the officers and men of the 

184th Reconnaissance Airplane 

Company of the 12th Group's 11th 

Combat Aviation Battalion. The 

men of the "Third Herd" have 

outfitted themselves with lea-

ther flight helmets, scarves, 

and swagger sticks, much the 

same as those used by World War 

I aviators. 

The idea germinated with Captain 

John A. Bernardi, platoon lea de~ 

for the third platoon of the 184th. 

"Ever srnce I've been old 

The crew chief wrote to his sis­

ter and requested that she look 

around to see if s he cou ld lo­

cate some old leather flight 

helmets and complementing ap­

parel. 

The response was encouraging. 

"She came through like a charm," 

said Captain Bernardi. "In less 

more co uld be found. Soon fifty 

more leather helmets and goggles 

arrived. These were not enough 

for every man rn the company, 

but the shortage lead to still 

another morale-boosting program. 

Outstanding individuals in the 

company are presented helmets 

on the basis of achievement and 

than a month she had forwarded contributions to the efficiency 

us enough leather he lmets, gog- and effectiveness of the 184th. 

gles, and multi-colored scarves As an indication of the high 

for every man in the platoon." 

The only addition the platoon 

had to make was the acquisition 

of the swagger sticks, and they 

were in bus iness . Of course, 

morale of the 184th, 25 per cent 

of the men have extended their 

tours in Vietnam to stay with 

their unit. They're convinced 

that they belong to the best 

enough to see an airplane, I've regulations dictate that only aviation company in Vietnam. 

WL'.nted to fly," he said . "And regulation helmets be worn on 

ever since I've earned the right to missions, but the flight helmets 

HAWK 
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WELCOME 

One of the more pop ula r me th­

ods of assuri ng the homeward­

bound GI of a warm we lcome on 

h is re turn to the L a nd of th e 

Big PX is to prece de hi m with a 

le tter to his fri e nds and re la-

t ives , givin g in s tru c ti ons for 

hi s "re habilita ti on" to the 

Ame rican way of life . These 

humorous le tters us ua lly include 

s uch instru ctions as "b e toler­

a nt if he d igs fox holes in th e 

fron t yard, or wa nders aro un d 

loo king fo r lines to s tand in, 

or wakes eve ryo ne up at 0500 

eve ry mornin g fo r poli ce call." 

F urthe r advice on he lping th e 

GI adjus t to home li fe a fter a 

year in Vie tna m co mes from a 

wife in the Sta tes whose hu s ba nd 

is presentl y se rvi ng hi s secon d 

tour in V ietnam. In a le tter to 

16 

HOME? 
the editor of "C ougar," th e 

214 th C omb a t Avia ti on Ba tta lion 

newspa per, she gives th e fo llow­

ing " he lpful" hints to th ose an­

ti cipatin g the ir GI's return : 

' 1. Whe n yo u ask him wha t he 

wants to eat, al ways say "n o 

ha ve" to th e firs t two or thr ee 

5. Wh en washing his whites, 

always sprin kle dirt in the wash 

water. Thi s keeps the m ye llow. 

6 . While he is watchin g his 

favo ri te T .V. s how , unplug the 

set occas iona lly . He is us ed to 

freque nt power fa ilure . 

7. Always use a ll the hot 

things. wate r before he ge ts home from 

2. T a ke a ll th e sc ree ns off work. He hasn't ha d a hot s how-

th e bedroom windows so th e bugs 

can ge t in. He is use d to s leeping 

wi th many t ypes of ins e c ts . 

3 . When he is si tt ing on the 

porch drinking bee r a nd li s ten­

ing to the ba ll game , s l ip up 

be hind him and sc ream " Sna ke !!" 

4. Afte r s prinklin g h is clo th es 

fo r irpning , le t th e m s it fo r two 

or three days . Th is a llows th em 

to s tart mildewing and s me lling. 

er in a year. 

8. L eave sw ee t s tuff · (h oney 

and sy rup) layin g ar ound ope n. 

Thi s wi.11 a~trac t many ants . He 

will enj oy curs in g them . 

9. F ill a ll l ow s pots rn th e 

yard with wa ter. He e njoys wad­

in g in mud. 

10. Whe n go in g somewhe re , 

make him ride a bus --es pec ia ll y 

one with standin g room only. 
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