


lST AVIATION BRIGADE 

HRiJJK 
MARCH 1968 

COMMANDING GENERAL 
MG Robert R. Williams 

DEPUTY BRIGADE COMMANDER 
COL. Jack W. Hemingway 

DEPUTY BRIGADE COMMANDER 
FOR ADMINISTRATION 

COL. Eugene B. Conrad 
COMMANDER, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION 
GROUP 

COL. Nicholas G. Paski Jr. 

COMMANDER, l 7TH COMBAT AVIATION 
GROUP 

COL. Bill G. Smith 

COMMANDER, 16TH COMBAT AVIATION 
GROUP 

COL. Daniel Gust 
COMMANDER, 164TH COMBAT AVIATION 
GROUP 

COL. Robert D. McDaniel 

INFORMATION OFFICER 
MAJ. J . Barry McDermott 

OFFICER IN CHARGE 
1 LT Robert J. Sinner 

EDITOR 
SP5 William J. Guffey 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
SP4 William J. Blakely 

ADVISING EDITOR · 
CPT Frank A. Mariano 

COVER: 282nd Assault 
Helicopter Company 
"Black Cat" slicks deliv• 
ering elements of the 1st 
ARYN Division during 
Comb at Assaults west of 
Da Nang. 
Painting by Captain Philip 
J. Hickok, S-1, 212th Com• 
ba t vi a tion B attalion, 
Ma rbl e Mountain, Da Nang. 

VOLUME 1 NUMBER 7 

THIS MONTH 
NEWSLETTER 1 
EDITORIAL 2 
CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 2 
CAREER COUNSELOR 2 
About Vietnam: PATTERNS OF LIVING 3 
BRIGADE PERSPECTIVE: 

GOLDEN HAWK HIGHLIGHTS-1967 4 
HAWK HONEY: Dyan Cannon 7 
R&R in BANGKOK 8 
MOS Spotlight: DOORGUNNER 10 
THE EARS OF VIETNAM i2 
PAPPY'S STILL FLYING 14 
CALL HOME VIA MARS 16 

HAWK, an authorized Army publication, is published monthly 
by the Information Office, 1st Aviation Brigade . Opinions ex• 
pressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the De­
pa"riment of the Army. HAWK uses the fac.ilities of Armed 
Forces News Bureau (AFNB), Army News Features (A!'{F), and 
others where credited. Contributions are welcome and should 
be submitted to: Editor, HAWK Magazine, Information Office, 
Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO San Francisco 
96384• HAWK is printed at Tiger Printing Service, Okinawa. 

All photographs appearing in this publication are U.S. 
Army photos unless otherwise credited and may not be re• 
produced without the express approval of the Assistant Secre­
tary of Defense for Public Affairs of the MACY Office of 
Information. 



NEWSLETTER 

MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT R. WILLIAMS was 
presented the Distinguished Service Medal by Lieu­
tenant General Bruce Palmer for his exceptional 
service while Director of Army Aviation. 

The citation commended General Williams for 
his extraordinary "foresight and judgment in using 
aviation units to maintain a balanced, powerful, 
modern Army." 

While the Army's top aviator, from April, 1966, 
to September, 1967, General Williams led in the 
deve_loping and adoption of the highly effective air­
mobile concept to the increasing Army role in Viet­
nam. 

As Director of Army Aviation, General Williams 
· was often called to explain the importance of Army 

Aviation to congressional investigations, and lead­
ers in and out of government. 

THE LENGTH OF SERVICE REQUIRED FOR 
PROMOTION from Warrant Officer, Wl, to Chief 
Warrant Officer, CW2, is being reduced. 

The Army began reducing the 18 months required 
for promotion with the DA Message 8363777, dated 
Oct. 17. 

By April 1, eligibility for temporary promotion 
will be based on the completion of 12 months of 
active duty as a warrant ·officer. 

THE AH-56A "CHEYENNE" WINGED HELI­
COPTER will have a unique interchangeable weap­
ons capability. 

Its weapons system will consist of a 7.62mm 
mini gun or a 40mm automatic grenade launcher 
mounted in the aircraft's nose turret. 

The wings will accommodate either 2. 75 inch 
rockets, or tube launched, wire guided missiles, or 
a combination of both. (Army Digest) 
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THE NATION'S SECOND AND THIRD HIGHEST 
AWARDS for valor were recently awarded to a door 
gunner and a crew chief of the l 73rd Assault Heli­
copter Company. 

Private First Class Gary G. Wetzel was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Silver 
Star was won by Specialist 4 Lanny B. Jarvis. The 
men were decorated for their actions when their 
Huey "slick" was forced down into an insecure LZ 
by intense enemy small arms and rocket fire. 

When an enemy rocket hit the Huey, both men 
left their positions to help their critically injured 
aircraft commander and pilot. 

Before they could aid the AC and the pilot, two 
more rockets exploded near the chopper, severeiy 
wounding both crewmen. 

Specialist Jarvis, the crew chief, dragged the 
AC out of the enemy's line of fire and administered 
first aid while PFC Wetzel, the door gunner, made 
his way back to his machine gun. 

Although in clear view of the enemy, PFC 
Wetzel remained behind his machine gun until he 
silenced the most deadly enemy emplacement. 

Crawling through the rice paddy, he found Spec­
ialist Jarvis, and together they dragged their AC 
to the shelter of a dike until help arrived. 

Specialist Jarvis and PFC Wetzel were deco­
rated by General Dwight W. Beach in a ceremony 
at the 93rd Evacuation Hospital. 

THE ARMY AVIATION MATERIEL COMMAND 
has announced it has awarded a $17.4 million con­
tract for 30 more CH-54A heavy lift "Flying 
Crane" helicopters. The "Flying Cranes" are 
manufactured by the Sikorsky Aircraft Division, 
United Aircraft Corporation. (Command er' s digest) 



Editorial: 
BEWARE THE ''CON-MEN'' 

According to th e USARV Provost Marshal's Offi ce , American sol­
diers often are the targe ts of profess ional swindling operations. · 

Confidence men usu ally offe r cheap bargains or offer to make ar­
rangements for illegal merchandise or services. Th ese "Con-men" 
use varied methods in th e ir swindling operations. They sometimes 
pose as collectors for organizations, as salesmen, or as offended per­
so ns. Some swindlers operate on a door-to-door basis, while others 
opera te in the downtown areas where troops congregate. 

The Vietnamese polic e periodically caution the public about strik­
ing up friendships over a drink. Criminals often urge drinks on unwary 
patrons of public places in order to swindle or rob them. 

It is suggested that patrons of bars and other public places should: 
L Beware of strikin g up acquaintances with strangers. over a 

drink. 
2. Not discuss or display money in their possession. 
3. Not seek out questionable adventures and be particularly wary 

of them. 
4. Beware of strangers approaching you with a "cheap buy." 
5. Report any known swindle attempts to the nearest military 

a uthoriti es . 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 
Chaplin (Maj) Alfred T. Forrest 

A high-wire walker had his wire stretched across the very brink of 
Niagra Falls. A large crowd was watching him perform breathtaking 
acrobatics on the almost invisible strand. 

The performer turned on his platform and asked the aud ien ce, "Do 
you believe that I can push a man across the river in a wheelbarrow?" 
A murmur of asse nt came from the throng. "Which of yo u ma y I wheel 
across? " he asked. There was a long silence. Fina lly a man stepped 
forward. He sat down in the wheelbarrow and the perfo rm e r pushed 
him across the river on the thin wi re. That man had faith, and acted 
on it. 

In St. Matthew we read that Peter bade Christ to let him walk on the 
water, an d the Lord gave him a gracious invitation saying,"Come." 
T he door was ope n for Peter to prove hi s faith. Peter was invite d 
to walk where none but the feet of faith dared to go . "And when 
Peter was come down out of the ship, he ·wallced on the water, to go 
to Jesus." 

T he seemingly impossible can be accomplished through simple 
fait h i n the Word of Chri s t. There was a mom entary failure on the 
part of Peter, when he saw th e wind boisterous. He was ·a fraid, a nd 
beginning to sink cried, "Lord, save me!". I am s ure th a t Peter 
realized th a t apa rt from th e Lord's continual help he co uld do nothing 
but tremble a nd s ink, for "immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand 
and caught him." 

Peter had trusted and acted on his faith, and God uph e ld him. He 
wi 11 do the same for you when yo u walk with the Lord. 
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From the 

CAREER 
COUNSELOR 
To an Army pilot, the instru­

ment panel of his aircraft is of 
extreme importance. It enables 
him to communicate with the 
ground and to the other members 
of his crew. 

Beneath the buttons, switches 
and flashing lights is a very 
complicated system of electroni c 
devices th at the · pilot never 
sees. 

The responsibility of keeping 
these communica~ion and naviga­
tion systems in fop working or­
der be longs to the avionics me­
chanic. 

The av ioni cs mechanic earns 
his MOS (35K30) at the U . S. 
Army Southeastern Signa l School, 
Fort Gordon, Ga. . There, the 
student learns to detect what 
part of an aircraft's electrical 
system is not working. He 
learns to recogni ze bad equip­
ment, take it from the aircraft, 
repair, replace and then te·st it 
while in flight. 

During the first part of the 
18 week course, the student 
l ea rns basic electric fundamen­
tals and the use of testing 
equipment. In the final iO 
weeks, he works . with the more 
sophisticated typ es of communi­
cat ions and navigation systems 
th at · are found in such craft as 
the 0-1 Bi rddog, the Huey a nd 
the Mohawk. 

Graduates of this course have 
attained a skill vitally needed 
in Army Aviation. In addition, 
what they have learned will pave 
the way to good jobs in civilian 
life. 

For more information about th e 
Avionics Mechanic Course, see 
yo ur caree r counselor. 
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PATTERNS OF LIVING 

According to legend, several 
thousand years ago a dragon mat­
ed a goddess, and the union pro­
duc ed th e hundred venerable an­
cestors of all Vietnamese . This 
legend is still a source of pride 
for the Vietnamese. Even today, 
the dragon is an important sym­
bol, and e ach Vietnamese proudly 
refers to the story of his origins . 

The legend also illustrates 
the importance ,of the family in 
the Vietnamese pattern of living. 

Life is almost totally centered 
around the family, and the social, 
politica l and religious activities 
of the individual memb er are 
to a large degree di ctated by 
family custom. Great reverence 
is held for ancestors, a nd a 
dominant role is played by the 
e lders in the home. 

In the family pattern, th e men 
play the dominant role, se rvin g 
as judge a nd jury in all matters 
pe rta ining to family affairs . 
Traditional Vietnamese law we nt 
t o great l engths to preserve 
th e family as an institution and 
avoid inte rferrin g with affa irs 
of th e family, prefe rrin g to 
leave family disputes · to the in­
dividual judgement of the e lders 
of th e home. The fam ily t a kes 
care of its members, carin g for 
them in sickness, protec tin g 
them from the ins ec uri ty of old 
age , and sharing with the other 
members the good fortunes of 
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the individuals . 

The ideal house consists of a 
man and his wife , their married 
sons and their wives, a nd the 
grandchildren . Each member of 
the family works as an integral 
part of the group toward the 
common wealth of the family, not 
the individual. 

Marriage is aimed a t perp etua­
ting the family name and contin­
uing the traditions of the an­
cestors. Therefore, pa rents make 
it their duty to choos e a proper 
g irl for th eir son, and marry 
th eir daughter prope rly. Once 
the choice is made, the pare nts 
inform the son or dau ghter, a nd 
in most cases either will obey. 

Traditionally, after the par­
e nts have selected a mate, an 
inte rmediary will be sent to the 
parents of th e one who has been 
chosen. If agreement is reac hed 
be tw ee n the t wo fam ili es, horo­
scopes are cas t to determin e if 
the two people are destined to 
liv e happil y. 

Fam ily life is closely inte­
grated with reli gi on in Vietnam. 
One of th e Five Relationships 
s tressed by Confucious is the 
concept of filial piety-main­
taining a close relationship 
with th e family . A person who 
n eve r fails to observe filial 
piety re ta ins the good graces of 
his family and th e respect of 
hi s relatives and fri ends. 

However, a man who fails in 
his duty towards hi s family is 
considered unrelia ble , and does 
not dese(ve the respect of those 
who are respons ibl e to him in 
pos ition nd re la tionship. 

The i\nflue nce of the family 
patte rn i ~ also seen in politi­
cal affairs. If the President 
of th e Republic of Vietnam s hows 
love a nd respect for his pa re nts 

his subjects would not dare be 
disrespectful towa rd their par­
ents. 

The affairs of the family are 
close ly related to th e affairs 
of almost every aspect of life 
for the Vietnamese. A man's so­
ci a l and business standin g and 
the resp ect of hi s peers is de­
t ermin ed by hi s attitud e toward 
his family. If a bus inessman 
works hard and indus tri ous ly, 

he will be a bl e to perform th e 
importa nt fun c ti on of maintain­
ing th e tombs of hi s a ncestors. 
If the farmer adapts hi s ti llage 
properly to the ways of nature, 
he will be ab le to feed his aged 
pare nts . The Vietnamese li ves 
principally for h is fam ily. All 
his efforts a re directed toward 
th e goal of providing for his 
e lders and ancestors the respect 
th eir s ta ti on in li fe demands . 

If hi s action s are govern ed by 
the prin c iple of fili a l piety, 
th en life will be harmoni ous and 
a ll will be well. 
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Perspective; 

GOLDEN HAWK 

HIGHLIGHT-1967 
Unique among Army aviation 

units as the first of its kind, yet 
little more than a year and a half 
old, the 1s t A via ti on Brigad e has 
es ta blishe d an amaz in g record of 
a chie ve ment in the skie s ove r Vie t­
nam. 

The bri gade , c ommande d by Ma jor 
Ge ne ral Robert R. Williams, consists 
of nearly all non-divis ional Army 

a viation units in Vie tnam with more 
than half of the total aircraft assets 
in country. 

The mainstay of Army aviation in 
Vie tnam, the brigade's more than 
2,000 fixed and rotary wing aircraft 
have flown all type s of missions, 
ranging from tactical com,bat as­
saults, direct fire support, ae rial 
reconnaissance a nd surve illance, 

CH-47 "Chinooks" fl ew res upply missions in almost ev ery operation. 

4 

mede vacs and troops lifts, to cargo 
haul. 

Results of the brigad e 's countless 
hours in the sky we re nothing short 
of phenom ena l. More than fiv e mil­
lion troops-the equivalent of 313 
infantry divisions-W e re lifted in more 
than 2.9 million sorties, totaling 
ne arly 1.2 million hours. The .. vast 
majority of these troops were comb a t 
infantry, inse rted into tac tical land­
ing zones in the three s outhe rn c orps 
a re a s . He li c opte r gunships and the 
troop carrying "slic k" door gunners 
providing direc t fire support dnring 
thes e ins e rtions, subseque nt e xtra c­
tions and a myriad of other spec ial 
miss ions acc ounte d "for 10,556 Vie t 
Con g killed, nearly 10,000 supply 
sampans sunk and more tha n 10,_400 
e ne my s truc tures a nd fortifi c ations 
des troyed. 

P a rtic ipating in all but a ve ry few 
of the major ope rations in the II, III 
a nd IV C orps a reas , to inc lud e suc h 
we ll known o pe rations a s Junc tion 
City, Ma lhe ur, Whee le r, Coronado 
a nd Hawthorne and providing sizeable 
aviation s upport in the U.S. Marine 
Corps z one in I Corps are a, bri gad e 
res upply a irc raft mana ge d to airlift 
a stagge rin g 564,929 tons of ca rgo. 
Thes e loads ranged from a rtill e ry 
pieces a nd a mmunition to pi gs and 
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rice for displaced Vietnamese ref­
ugees. 

The year 1967 was also a year of 
growth. The brigade kicked off the 
new year with 39 companies, 10 bat­
talions and two groups with a person­
nel strength of 14,000 officers and 
men. By the year's end there were 
73 companies, 15 battalions, four 
groups, two air cavalry squadrons 
and 24,000 officers and men. The 
acquisition of the two air cavalry 
squadrons, one with each of the two 
fie Id forces, gives the fie Id force 
commander the same flexibility · of 
influencing the battle as that poses­
sed by the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmob ile). 

During the year the brigade added 
to its inventory newer, better, faster 
and more powerful aircraft. The 
AH-lG "Cobra" designed . solely as 
an assault helicopter, the OH-6A 
"Cayuse" scout aii"craft, CH-54 
"Skycrane" and the U-21 "Ute" 
command aircraft. 

As an outgrowth of the inquis­
itiveness and interest in doing more 
than "just a 1oh", the brigade's 
ingenious aviators and c rew men 
designed, tested and used many 
improvised items of equipment and 
weapons in efforts to further enhance 
their effectiveness. Many of them 
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Sketch by CPT Philip J. Hickock, 212th CAB. 

have been refined and are now, or 
soon will he, standard equipment. 

As an example, a standardized 
smoke-producing device was attached 
to the exhaust syslem of the UH-1. 
This improvement has resulted in the 
ta ct ical employment and delivery of 
helicopter-borne forces. 

Following the creed of "You 
Ask-We Deliver," brigade units have 

developed and perfected techniques 
for night combat assaults which have 
proven very successful in the central 
highlands of Vietnam, Living up to 
the same creed , brigade units have 
demonstrated complete airmobility to 
include organizational and support 
maintenance , thereby providing .a firm 
and realistic basis for modification 
to existing tables of organization and 

0-1 "Birddogs" continuously searched for Charlie. 

5 



The AH-l G "HUEYCOBR A" gives · 
the Brigade more firepower .•. 

... th e CH-54A "Flying Cran e" 
provides more muscl e • •. 

6 

... and two observation choppers are replaced by the OH-6A "Cayus e". 

eq uipme nt 'as newe r type units a re 
planned. 

Through c lose and constant 
liaison wi th s uch agencies as AC TlV 
(Army Concept T eam In Vietriam), 
Na tic k Laboratories and AMC (Army 
Ma te rial Command) , lead time on 
deve lp.pement of new items of eq uip­
ment was significantly re du ced ' by 
combining researc h, troop tes ting and 
e·va lu a tion of ex perimental ite ms 
unde r bri gade a uspices . Such 
actions have lead to the adoption 
of . the NOMEX fire-retardant flight 
s uits, individual and built-in pro­
tective a rmor for aviators and 
c rew men, a new ballis tic he lme t, 
new and improved navigationa l a id s , 
avionics gear and airfie ld con trol 
equipment, to mention just a 1few . 

Brigade .interest in de ve lopment 
and testing of s urviva l eq uipme nt, 
su rviva l-esca pe , a nd evasion train­
ing is aimed a t es tablishing a single­
manager Life Support Sys te m at 
De partment of the Army !eve 1 to 
monitor and coordinate all aspects of 
this important phase of c ombat avia­
tion. 

The res ults of thes e innovations 
and impro ve ments in te chniqu es and 
equipment a re not enjoyed sole ly by 
brigade units. Nearly all of the m 
have and will h ave treme ndous im­
pact on future planning for a ll of 
Army avia tion. 

Although Re volutionary Deve lop­
ment is large ly a ground unit mission, 
brigade aircraft have significantly 
ass is ted all ground units in this ve ry 
vita l assignment. In ad dition, bri­
gade aviator.s have ass isted in deve l­
oping tac tics for pacifica tion mis­
s ions which have i11c reased th e' 
e ffec tiveness of essential tac tics . 

Brigade act1v1t1es in Civic Action 
proje c ts have been more significant . 
Due to the dispersal of brigade units, 
from the DMZ to the Del ta , central- : 
ized c ontrol of civic action is not 
feasibl e . However, brigade units 
operating under the .control of fi e ld · 
forc e commanders have moved the 
entire population of many Vietna mese 
villages with all their belongings, 
from enemy infested a reas to secure 

· reset tle ment camps in support of 
pac ifica tion programs. 

Through the Medica l Civic Action 
Program (MEDCAP), hundreds of 
villa gers have bee n given me dica l 
and de n.ta ! a id, and instructions in 
proper sanjtation procedures by in­
dus trious flight medicin e personne l. 
All of the brigade ' s com panies have 
en gaged in supplying food, clothing, 
me dica l and school s upplies and 
building materials to orphanages ,f 
schoo ls, and individual famili es in 
the ir areas·. 

The impressive development of 
the 1st Aviation Brigade sugges ts 
the growth of aviation in the Army. 
The nee d for close avia tion s upport 
for the expanding U.S. and ARYN 
gro und forces prompte d this grow th. 

In. a war fou ght in swamps, rice 
paddies , canopie d jungles and moun­
ta ins, and in a climate unfamiliar to 
most ground units, the wide variety 
of the brigade's a irc ra ft have pro­
vided the . ground command er wi th 
the mobility he direly needs in order 
to e ffe c tively take the war to the 
enemy in his most obscure entrech­
ments. 

Small wonder that the Isl Aviation 
Brigade was ch~s en in 1967 as the 
Army · Avia tion Association of 
America ' s Aviation Unit of the Year. 
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· Dyan Cannon 
Ashley Famous Agency 
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Thai girl do es traditional dance. 

Temples, Treasures and Tradition 

R&R IN BANGKOK 
photos by Capt. Geoge E. McClintock 

Bangkok ••• city of beautiful temples and modern 
office buildings, centuries-old canals and busy 
thoroughfares. Steeped in tradition, yet as modern 
as an American meti;opolis, this ancient city is ari. 
appealing combip.ation of the old and the new. 

For the soldie~ on R&R,both of these aspects of 
Bangkok make his visit an interesting and exciting 
one. If he's interested in the old, he can visit 
some of the more than 400 temples in the city, such 
as the Temple of the Reclining Buddha, the spec­
tacular Temple of Dawn, and the Temple of the 
Golden Bhudda, which houses a 20-ton solid gold 
image of Buddha. For a further look into the cul­
ture of Thailand, there's Tim Land, a place where 
he can witness many .aspects of Thai life that have 
remained unchanged for centuries: traditional 
native dances performed in colorful costumes, Thai 
people at work cultivating, weaving and building, 
and the many forms of wildlife found in the country. 

He can also tour the floating market, where the 
merchants set up shop and display their wares in 
boats along the canals. 

For a taste of the new, he can eat at one of the 
fine . restaurants, which offer alm9st every conceiv­
able type of international cuisine. The hotels are 
modern and well located, with facilities that com­
pare favorably with those in the States. 

If h.e's interested in shopping, there are shops 
galore,. with everything from Thai handicrafts to 
tailored clothing to electronic and photographic 
equipment--all reasonably priced. 

The friendly people go out of their way to make 
the soldier's stay a pleasant one. They speak good 
English and are eager to help, . giving directions 
and suggestions of places to see and things to do. 

So no matter what he likes--traditional or mod­
ern--the soldier on R&R is likely to find it in 
Bangkok. 

Th e 20-ton solid gold Buddha. 

Merchants display their wares at the floating market. One of the beautiful temples. The Princess Ring Dance, in which each girl represents a precious ston e. 
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MOS 

DOOR GUNNER 
Re member yo ur drill se rgeant in 

bas ic tra inin g? On e of hi s fa vor­
ite th emes went. s ome thin g like 
thi s : "Tha,t weapon is' your 
swee th eart , wife , and lover. 
T AKE CARE OF IT!! ! You trea t 
it .ri ght, and s omeday it mi ght 
re turn the favor by s aving your 
life." 

At th e time th e lec ture proba bly 
didn't have much e ffect. B ut 
many tro ops se rvin g in Vie tn am 
today have jus t cause to tha nk 
th a t dri 11 se rge ah t for hi s words 
of advice . · And one of th e mos t 
outs ta ndin g. of .th ese is th e he li­
copte r doo r gunn er. Because he 
works with hi s weapon e ve ry day , 
he kn ows th e imp ort ance of kee p­
in g it in t op operat in g co nd iti on. 

T he gunn er' s ro le on a n a ir­
craft is a n importa nt one. He is 
respons ibl e fo r protec tin g h is 
s hip on a miss ion. If tro ubl e 
s hould occ ur and the s hip is 
fo rce d down, he is res pons ible 
fo r se ttin g up a de fe nse and 
guardin g it until he lp a rrives . 

Hi s prim ary j ob cente rs around 
hi s 1\1-60 mac hine gun: cl eanin g, 
ma intain ing, rep a iring, and some­
ti mes s hoo tin g it. B ut th e gun­
ne r' s job, like many j obs in Arm y 
av ia ti on, is an overl apping one . 
In additi on to ma inta inin g t he 
s hip' s weapons , he a lso he lp,s th e 
cre w chie f ma inta in th e he li co p­
te r, ofte n workin g la te hours t o 
kee p it in fl yin g condition. 

As any gunne r will read ily a d­
mit, th e mos t e njoya ble part of 
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his job involves fl y in g. As one 
door gunn e r puts it: "That's 
where everything's happe nin g!" 
And his expe ri ences whil e fly in g 
a re a lways inte res ting , ofte n ex­
f:: iting, and s ome times da nge rous . 

Spec ialis t 4 L a rry Gibson, a 
gunn er with the 128 th Assault 
He li copter Compa ny a t Phu L oi, 
had one of the da ngerous kind 
while on a mission in the cen­
tral highlands recently . 

The 128th was flyin g e l emAnts 
of the 173d Airb orn e Bri gade into 
a hot landin g zone in War Zone 
C. As Gibs on' s s hip began to 
lift out of th e LZ, heavy e ne my 
s ma ll a rm s and automa ti c weap­
ons fir e raked the ~ h oppe r, scor­
in g 13 hits . 

The pilot was c ut abo ut th e 
fa ce and hands as VC bulle ts 
s ha tte re d the plex iglass wind­
s hi e ld. Gibson was kn oc ked bac k 
aga in s t th e "fire wa ll of th e s hip 
from a heavy blow to th e head. 
"I thought it was s hrapn e l from a 
nearby explodin g g re na de , but 
didn't have tim e to think a bout it, 
or ge t scare ~,'' he sa id. "I jus t 
grabbed my machine gun a nd 
s tarte d firin g bac k with eve ry­
thin g I had." 

On examining hi s fli ght he lm et 
wh en he got. bac k to base ca mp, , 
Spec ia lis t Gibs on disc ove re d a 
la rge hole gouge d th ro ugh the 
ri gh t s ide by what appeare d to 
ha ve bee n a bullet. T he ' e ntra nce 

hole we nt a lmost through t he 
he lme t, but ne ith er th e projec til e 
nor a n ex it hole co uld be found. 
The obj ec t appa rently s pent it­
s e lf on · impac t wi th the he lm e t 
and dropped out, leav in g Gibs1on 
unmark ed. 

On see in g hi s he lm e t Gib so~ 
s a id, "I rea lly s ta rted s ha kin g 
th e n. I guess I'm a bo ut th e lu c k­
ies t gu y around." 

All of th e gunn er' s co ntac t is 
not ma de with the ene my, how­
ever. Spec ia li s t 4 Terry Garn er 
of th e 170th Assault He li copter 
Company a t Ple iku is ga inin g 
quite a re puta ti on as a " bi g ga me 
hunte r." 

Garn er' s first trophy came when 
his s hip se t down in a cle aring in 
th e hi ghla nds a nd a dee r wa n­
de red near. Hi s second troph y 
came when three ti ge rs ve nture d · 
too close to hi s s hip. He ope ne d 
up on th e m with hi s M-60 a nd go t 
one o f the bi g cats . 

T he 170th now has a bea utiful 
ti ge r rug adde d to th e decora--

tio ns in its opera ti ons bui !d­
in g. Whe n aske d a bout fu ture 
" safaris", Garn e r grin s a nd says , 
"Would yo u be lieve an e le­
ph ant?" 

But whe th er he's s hoo tin g VC , 
tigers, or ju s t pe rformin g ma in­
tena nce on hi s guns a nd s hi p, 
it's genera lly agree d tha t the 
gunner is an indis pe ns ible me m­
ber of the Army a via tion team. 
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THE EARS 
OF VIETNAM 

There's a tongue-in-cheek sign 
hanging on the wall of an office 
in the airfield tower at Can Tho 
that states: we have done so 
much for so many for so long 
with so little that now we can do 
everything for everybody with 
nothing. 

The office is the base of opera­
tions for the platoon of men who 
run "Delta Center", the coordi­
nating center for almost all flight 
following service in the Delta. 
The sign is an expression of tre­
mendous pride in belonging to 
one of the most unique units in 
Vietnam-the 125th Air Traffic 
Company. 

Never heard of it? If you're an 
aviator, you probably have, and 
don't know it. Every time you 
get behind the controls of an air­
craft, you're in touch with the 

125th Air Traffic Company. 
This company, consisting of 

slightly more than 400 men, pro­
vides the majority of air traffic 
control in the Republic of Viet­
nam. Headquartered at Bien Hoa 
and commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Theodore S. Ferry, the 
125th has four Flight Regulating . 
Platoons, scattered from Can Tho 
in the Delta to Pleiku in the cen­
tral highlands. 

Men of these platoons are on 
duty 24 hours a day, constantly 
keeping and "ear" on the ships 
flying in · their areas, ready to 
react immediately m case of 
emergency. 

Specialist 5 Jim Hill, Air Traf­
fic Control Supervisor at the 4th 
Platoon's Delta Center, describes 
the air traffic controller's job 
t \rnsly: "We keep in contact with 

the aircraft at all times so we can 
relay messages to them, dire ct 
them away any from ·artillery or 
air strikes occurring along their 
line of flight, and, should one go 
down, we can have help on the 
way within minutes. 

The men of the 125th perform 
these functions in a variety of 
places and circumstances. Some 
follow and direct air traffic from 
·an airfield tower, as at Vinh 
Long. Others work out of the big 
vans of electronic equipment lo­
cated at one of the flight coordi­
nating centers, such as the ones 
at Can Tho, Tan Son Nhut and 
Pleiku. Still others work in small 
vans in more remote places such 
as Long Xuyen, Gia Mia, and 
Dong Tam, a site so remote that 
personnel are normally rotated 
every 30 days. 

The aircraft controller works in anything from an air tower to a remotely located van. 
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Th e aircraft contro ll er is constantly keeping tabs on airc raft operating in hi s are a • 

. The terrain found in Vietnam is 
some of the most diverse in th e 
world. This can be a hazard in 
operations involving landings of 
more tha n one aircraft. This opens 
another facet of the a ir traf­
fic controller's job-mob ility. H e 
must be as mobile as th e a ircraft 
he services. When an airmobi le 
operation is planned in an area 
where there are no a irfi e ld faci l­
ities, he ta kes the a irfi e ld facil­
ities , to the operation. Carry in g 
a portab le radio, he goes into the 
ofte n insec ure area, sets up the 
staging fi e ld, and direc ts th e air 
traffi c in and out of the forward 
area durin g th e operation. 

These aspec ts of th e a ir traf­
fic cont ro lle r' s job require a 
specia l kind of dedication. The 
hours are often long and irregu­
lar , and he is sometimes located 
in a remote area, far removed 
from many of the convenie nces 

. availab le to most of the troops 
in Vie tnam . His work is some­
t imes dangerous, sometimes busy, 
sometimes quiet, but it is never 
borin g . 

The men of the 125th Air T raffic 
Company e nj oy their work, an d 
are proud of th e job th ey're doing, 

HAWK 

beca use they kno w it's one of the 
most important jobs in aviation. 

And to the man who flys, it's a 
good fee ling to know th at if he 
sho uld be forc ed down, either 

through mec hanica l fa ilure or hos ­
til e firt>, th ere will be he lp on the 
way within a matte r of minutes. 
Because the 125th Air Traffi c 
Company is th ere . 

An air conditioned van serves as flight coo rdinating cen ter in th e 
Mekong Delta. 
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PAPPY'S STILL 

Most men who fly will readily 
admit that once flying gets in the 
blood, it's there to stay. There's 
something about sitting at the 
controls of an aircraft on a beau­
tiful day and looking down at 
the multi-colored ground -below 
that puts a man right with the 
world. Once experienced, that 
feeling is never forgotten. 

And none knows that feeling 
better than Chief Warrant Officer 
Gerald P. "Pappy" Devine, a 
Bird Dog pilot with the 145th 
Combat Aviation Battalion's 74th 

FLYING 
Reconnaissance Airplane Company 
at Xuan Loe. "Pappy" Devine 
has logged over 7 ,000 hours of 
military flight time in three wars. 
As he puts it, "I just can't stay 
out of the air; somehow I've 
always managed to fly where the 
excitement is, getting the 'hot' 
missions." 

Pappy remembers that "from 
my earliest years I wanted to fly.'' 
He used to be fascinated watching 
airplanes fly overhead, and he 
knew that flying had to be his 
lifelong occupation. As he grew 

"Pappy" during World War II, with one of his fight ers ..• 
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older, he found that his childhood 
fascination for flying wasn't just 
a boyish whim. 

His father found that out too, 
for when Pappy went to Ottawa 
Ontario Tech in 1940, the 16-year 
old was only there for one short 
quarter before he joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force~ Pappy spent 
one year with the RCAF, where he 
remembers "first learning to fly 
_by the seat of my pants." 

In 1942 he joined the United 
States Army Air Corps. "The war 
was in full pitch by then," he 
recalls, "and I wanted to get 
into it on the American side." 

A year later he graduated from 
flight school and went to Europe 
where he was assigned to the 
56th and 353rd Fighter Group. 
Pappy was soon given the nick­
name of the "Mad Irishman", for 
he was the first American Ace to 
have five aircraft shot from un­
der him before he had shot down 
five himself. "I took an awful 
lot of kidding because of that, 
and I suppose I just had a lot 
of bad luck, but almost all of us 
were · shot down quite a few 
times." 

One such occasion that Pappy 
remembers quite vividly was when 
he was shot down over Nijmaegen, 
Holland in 1944. He was one in 
a flight of five P-47's who took 
on more than fifty FW 190' s~ 

"We downed eighteen of those 
Nazi fighters before they final­
ly got us," Pappy recalls. "Ac­
tually, we had the jump on them. 

HAWK 



"I iust can't stay out of the . " air ... 

It was one of those beautiful 
flying days when th e a ir is as 
smooth as silk and yo u can se e 
for miles. We saw them firs t, 
an d we got set up for them . But 
of course we were heavily out­
numb e red, and they finally go t 
us . Three of our pilots were 
s hot down a nd kille d; one pilot 
didn't- even take a hit, and flew 
bac k to the base like nothing 
eve r happe ned. I was shot down, 
of course , but I bailed out over 
Nijmaegen and walked bac k to th e 
base ." 

Durin g th e Normandy invasion, 
Pappy was s hot down three times 
in a ten day period. Then fly­
ing the new P-51, he mentioned 
to a fri end that it was a much 
more ma ne uverable a ircraft than 
the P-47, "the n I we nt out and 
had ll3 holes ·shot in it, but I 
managed to crash la nd." 

Pappy was instrumental in 
fo rmin g the first Air-Sea Res c ue 
Squa drnn. Afte r attendin g t he 
British Air-Sea Res cue Schoo l in 
E ngla nd, he and hi s sma ll selec t 
grnup were able to go to work. 
T hey picked up 187 downed pilots 
in a 60-day period . F indin g it 
necessary to work both quickly 
and effi cie ntly, they pionee red 
many of the mode rn concep ts of 
a ir-sea resc ue . 

After flying ove r 90 miss ions 
in Eurnpe, Pappy re turn ed to th e 
Unite d Sta tes . St ill clamor in g 
for more exc itement, he vo lun­
teered for assignment to the 
So uthwest Pacifi c. Assigne d to 
th e 507th F ighter Grnup, he soon 
cha lked up another f irst as he 
flew a 74N lon g range fighter 
from Hawa ii to Okin awa , with on­
ly one re fu e lin g stop . 

It was while in the South wes t 
Pacific th a t Pappy flew some of 
his most inte resting missions, 

HAWK 

including th e time th a t he 
strafed- his own Phu L oi Air­
s trip-where his own 74th Recon­
naiss ance Airplane compa ny is 
now based. "The J a pa nese own ed 
it th e n, and everythin g e lse 
a round here," he says. "Our 
mission was to harrass the m as 
we 11 as do some ma teri a l damage . 
We strafed it pretty well." 

But perha ps hi s bi gges t day 
was when he escorte d the Enola 
Gay B-29 bomber on its Nagasaki 
Atomic Bomb run. "I don't think 
any of us imagine d how powe rful 
that thing was." 

And now CWO Pappy De vine 

is in th e air aga in, fly in g hi s 0-1 
Bird Dog, Miss Dolly, in support 
of th e 18 th ARVN Divi s ion a t 
Xuan Loe. 

How mu ch lon ger will P a ppy 
Keep fly in g? "The more I fl y , 
th e more I want to fl y, " he says . 
"But I'm gett in g o lde r now, and 
ma ybe I s hould let the yo un ge r 
lads ta ke ove r some of the mis ­
s ions . But I st ill like it up 
th e re , and I guess I a lways wil l. 
It' s jus t th a t when flyin g ge ts 
to yo u it s tays with you. I 
suppose it a lways will." 

Knowin g Pappy Dev in e , it a l­
ways will. 

... and now, at the con trol s o f "Mi ss Dolly." 
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CALL HOME VIA MARS 
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13th Battalion 
lekong D lta . 
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, " i a 
p r on­

ti n s c tion 
ia tion Bat-

ietnam M R s t m, 
tion i on of th husi t in i t­
nnm. During the month of ovem­
h r, mor then 500 all were 
plac d h · merican er ing in 
Vietnnm to their families at 
hom • Of thos pla ed, 378 
cnll > er completed. egative 
cnll and person..\: p rson calls 
in wl.ich the part was not pre­
sent cnu ed the cancellation of 
the remainder of tl1e cnll placed. 

CWltroU located in the Me­
•ong Delta, the station provide 
servic to all members of tlte 

U . . force s stationed through­
out the 12,000 square mile Delta 
a rea. Call are even frequently 
pla e d through Saigon, approxi ­
ma tely 70 miles to the north. 

Especially appreciative of the 
M R faci lities are the many 

. advisors stationed in the 
small illages and hamlets 
tlu ugh out the Delta that have 
n t lephone service. When 
th s advisors make one of their 
infrequent isits to the 13th, 
ev ry effort is made to give 
them pecial considera tion . 

The procedure for placing a 
call i kept a imple as possi­
ble in order to ser e the areat­
est number of people and at the 

rune time, give equal con ider­
ation to the priority of the 
calls . When an individual re­
que ts a call he made, a card is 
filled out and placed on the 
bottom of the pile of call re­
quests. When tlte card reacbe 
the top of the pile, the call is 
made. 

A two to three week waiting 
period i nounal for routine 
cal • Emergency calls, how­
evel', are given top priority and 
nomudly cClllllipleted witDiio a few 
hours adrer being requested. 

When :im individual~ reque t 

for a ca.Bl amne to the top of 
tt:&ne li t,, Hite is notified that 
his c:d i beiimig placed and to 

11ruad by olJll tt:&ne ltele(!Anone witil 
eoo.tad: is IIl!iade. The call is 
lllOlllllllMly llinnited to approximate­
ly five mmu.tes Ito enable as 
llllMllllY t:all as piassible to he 
mwsmitted.. 

A tt:ypicnl operation hegin 
:ahout 10 p..m... wlieo preparations 
are IOOgun for another nighe:s 
lliOrllc. The neh\70l' • a group of 

stations with one station acting 
·as central control, usually 
opens about 11 p.m. When a 
"stateside" station with an ac­
ceptable signal is contacted, a 
round-robin type operation be­
gins. 

AB8AN is always ready when 
the time comes to place its 
allotted two calls per round. "We 
know how much it means to be 
able to speak to someone from 
home," said Specialist 4 Roy 
Robinson, one of the MARS oper­
ators at the 13th Battalion. 

Many mornin gs and even late 
in the afternoon, the night opera­
tors can be found still trying 

· to place a few more calls before 
closing the stat ion to rest up 
for the coming night's opera­
tions. When the night operators 
are not on the air, other per­
sonnel can alwa s be found try­
ing to place a few mgre calls 
home. 

. •• a the call oe througli. 
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DEPARTMENTr .QF THE ARMY• 
HEADQUARTERS 15T AVIATION BRIGADE 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96384 
11NGUY HIEM11 

SUBJECT: Reemphasis on Safety 

TO: The Officers and Men of the 1st Aviation Brigade 

1 March, 1968 

1. A review of 1967 reveals that despite the outstanding success 
enjoyed by the 1st Aviation Brigade in combat operations, our performance 
was somewhat less impressive in the area of non-aviation safety. 

2. During the past twelve months, Brigade vehicles have been involved 
in ten traffic accidents which have killed. A recent Military Police 
survey showed that 50% of all fatal accidents could have been prevented 
by using normal defensive driving techniques. Good driving habits, common 
sense and highway courtesy can reduce, if not eliminate, the needless loss 
of life and property on the road. Careful driver selection, training, and 
conunand supervision of vehicle usage to reduce our exposure to accidents 
will achieve the desired reduction in accidents in 1968. 

J. The accidental discharge of weapons in the last 90 days has placed 
two pilots in the hospital. These shootings both resulted from careless­
ness. Commanders -will insure that individuals are armed only with the 
weapon authorized their positions, that each man is properly trained in 
the use of this weapon and that all war trophy weapons are secured in unit 
arms rooms. 

4. Related to accident prevention is the attitude of our personnel 
toward the Vietnamese people. The pocket card, "Nine Rules", which is to 
be carried by all U.S. military personnel in RVN, clearly presents the 
responsibility which each of us bears. A positive attitude promotes 
positive actions and will contribute immeasurably to the accident-free 
acco lishment of our miss· 

FOR THE COMMANDER 




