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NEWSLETTER 

MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT R. WILLIAMS was 
presented the Distinguished Service Medal by Lieu· 
tenant General Bruce Palmer for his exceptional 
service while Director of Army Aviation. 

The citation commended General Williams for 
his extraordinary "foresight and judgment in using 
aviation units to maintain a balanced, powerful, 
modern Army." 

' While the Army's top aviator, from April, 1966, 
to September, 1967, General Williams led in ·the 
deve_loping and adoption of the highly effective air· 
mobile concept to the increasing Army role in Viet­
nam. 

As Director of Army Aviation, General Williams 
was often called to explain the importance of Army 
Aviation to congressional investigations, and lead­
ers in and out of government. 

THE LENGTH OF SERVICE REQUIRED FOR 
PROMOTION from Warrant Officer, Wl, to Chief 
Warrant Officer, CW2, is being reduced. 

The Army began· reducing the 18 months required 
for promotion with the DA Message 8363777, dated 
Oct. 17. 

By April l; eligibility for temporary promoti on 
will be based on the completion of 12 months of 
active duty as a warrant officer. 

THE AH-56A "CHEYENNE" WINGED HELI­
COPTER will have a unique interchangeable weap­
ons capability. 

Its weapons system will consist of a 7.62mm 
minigun or a 40mm automatic grenade launcher 
mounted in the aircraft's nose turret. 

The wings will accommodate either 2.75 inch 
rockets, or tube launched, wire guided missiles, or 
a combination of both. (Army Digest) 
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THE NATION'S SECOND AND THIRD HIGHEST 
AWARDS for valor were recently awarded to a door 
gunner and a crew chief of the 173rd Assault Heli­
copter Company. 

Private First Class Gary G. Wetzel was a·warded· 
the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Silver 
Star was won by Specialist 4 Lanny B. Jarvis. The 
men were decorated for their · actions when the ir 
Huey "slick" was forced down into an insecure LZ 
by intense · enemy small arms and rocket fire. 

When an enemy rocket hit the Huey, both men 
left their positions to help their critically injured 
aircraft commander and pilot. 

Before they could aid the AC and th e pilot, two 
mo.re rockets exploded near the chopper, severel.y 
wounding both crewmen. 

Specialist Jarvis, the crew chief, dragged the 
AC out of the enemy's line of fire and administered 
first aid while PFC Wetzel, the door gunner, made 

· his way back to his machine gun. 
Although in clear view or' the enemy, PFC 

Wetzel remained behind his machine gun until he 
silenced the most deadly enemy emplacement. 

Crawling through the rice paddy, he found Spec· 
ialist Jarvis, and together they dragged their AC 
to the shelter of a dike until help arrived. · 

Specialist Jarvis and PFC Wetze l were dec o­
rated by General Dwight W. Beach in a ceremony 
at the 93rd Evacuation Hospital. 

THE ARMY AVIATION MATERIEL COMMAND 
has announced it has awarded a $17. 4 million con­
tract for 30 more CH-54A heavy lift "Flying 
Crane" helicopters. The "Flying Cranes" are 
manufactur ed by the Sikorsky Aircraft Division, 
United Aircraft Corporation. (Commander's digest) 



Editorial: 
BEWARE THE ''CON-MEN'' 
Acco rdin g to th e USARV Provos t Ma rs hal' s Office , American sol­

diers ofte n are the targe ts of profes siona l s windl ing ope ra tions . 
Confiden ce me n us ua lly off er cheap bargains or offer to ma ke ar­

ra ngements fo r illegal mercha ndise or se rv ices . T hese " Con-men" 
use vari ed me thods in th e ir swindlin g operat ions . T hey some times 
pose a s co llec tors for organi za ti ons , as sa lesmen, or as offe nded pe r­
sons . Some sw indlers opera te on a door-to-door bas is , while oth e rs 
opera te in the downtown areas whe re troo ps congregate . 

. T he Vie tn a mese police periodically cauti on the pu bli c a bout s trik­
in g up fri ends hips ove r a drink. C rimi nals ofte n urge drinks on un wa ry 
patrons of public places in order to swin dle or ro b the m. 

It is s ugges ted tha t pa trons of bars and oth e r publi c places s hould: 
L Beware of s trikin g up ·acqua inta nces with s tra nger ::> ove r a 

drink. 
2. Not d iscuss or dis play money in the ir poss.ession. 
3. No t see k out ques tiona ble a dventures a nd be parti cula rly wary 

of th em. 
4. Beware of s trangers approachin g you wi th a "cheap bu y." 
5. Re port any kn own swindle a tte mpts to the neares t mili tary 

authoriti es. 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 
Chap lin (Maj) Al fred T. Fo rrest 

A high-wire walk er had hi s wire stret che d across the ve ry brink of 
Niagra Falls . A la rge crowd was watching hqim perform brea thta kin g 
acrobatics on t he a lmost invis ible s tra nd. 

T he performe r turned on hi s pla t fo rm and as ked the a ud ie nce , "Do 
you beli eve th at I can push a ma n ac ross the ri ve r in a wh ee lba rrow? " 
A murmur of asse nt came from the throng . " Whi ch o f yo u may I wh ee l 
across?" he asked. T here was a long si le nce. F in a lly a ma n stepped 
fo rward. He· sat down in th e whee lb a rrow a nd th e pe rformer pus hed 
him a cross the r iver on the thin wire . T ha t man ha d fai th, and ac ted 
on it. 

In St . Matth ew we read th a t Pe ter bade Christ to le t him walk on th e 
wa te r, and th e Lo rd ga ve him a grac io.us invita ti on s ay in g, " Come." 
T he door was ope n fo r P e ter to prove hi s faith. P e ter was invite d 
to walk wh ere none but th e fee t of fa it h da red to go . " And whe n 
Pe te r was co me down out of th e s hip , he walked on th e wat er, to go 
to J es us ." 

The seem in gly impossible can be accompli s he d thro ugh si mple 
fa ith in th e Wo rd of Chri s t. Th ere was a momentary fa ilure on th e 
pa rt of P e ter, when he saw th e wind bois terous . He was a frai d, an d 
beg innin g to sink cried, "Lord, s ave me !". I a m s ure th a t P ete r 
rea lized th at apart from th e L ord's co ntinual he lp he co uld do nothin g 
but t remble a nd sink , ·for "immedi ate ly J esus s tre t ched for th hi s ha nd 
a nd caught him." 

P e te r had trus ted and a ct~ d on his fa ith, and Go d uph e ld him. He 
will do th e same for you when you wa lk with th e L ord. 
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From the 

CAREER 
COUNSELOR 
T o a n Army pil ot , th e in s tru­

ment pa ne l of hi s aircraft is . of 
extreme imp ort a nce . It e na bles 
him to communi cate with th e 
ground a nd to th e oth er mem bers 
of hi s c rew. 

Beneath th e buttons, switches 
a nd fl a sh ing lights is a very 
compli cat ed sys tem of e lectl'o ni c 
de vi ces th a t th e pilot ne ve r 
sees . 

The respons ib i lity of keeping 
th ese comm uni ca~i on a nd na viga­
ti on systems in t op workin g or­
der be longs to th e avio ni cs me ­
c ha ni c. 

The avio ni cs mecha ni c earn s 
hi s MOS (35K30) at th e U . S . 
Arm y South eas tern Signa l School, 
Fort Gord on, Ga. T h ere , th e 
s tud ent learn s to detec t wha t 
part of an ai rcraft ' s e lectri cal 
sys te m i s not work ing. He 
l ea rns to recogni ze bad equi p­
ment, tak e it from th e a ircraft , 
repa ir , re pl ace a nd th en tes t it 
whil e in fli ght. 

During the firs t par t of th e 
18 wee k course , th e s tud e nt 
l ea rns basic e lec tri c fund amen­
t al s and the use of tes tin g 
equipm e nt. In th e fin a l iO 
weeks, he works wi th th e more 
soph ist ica ted t ypes of communi­
cations a nd navigation sys tems 
th at are found in s uch craft as 
th e 0-1 Birddog, th e Huey a nd 
the Mo hawk. 

Gradua t es of thi s course have 
a tta in ed a s kill vi tally n eeded 
in Army Avia tion. In addi t ion , 
wh at th ey have learn ed will pa ve 
the way to good jobs in civili an 
li fe . 

For more in form a ti on a bout th e 
Avio ni cs Mechani c Course , see 
yo ur caree r counselo r. 

HAW K 
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PATTERNS OF LIVING 

According to legend, several 
thousand years ago a dragon mat­
ed a goddess, and the union pro­
duced the hundred venerable an­
cestors of all Vietnamese. This 
legend is still a source of pride 
for the Vietnamese. Even today, 
the dragon is an important sym­
bol, and each Vietnamese proudly 
refers to the story of his origins. 

The legend also illustrates 
the importance of the family in 
the Vietnamese pattern of living. 

Life is almost totally centered 
around the family, and the social, 
political and religious activities 
of the individual member are 
to a large degree dictated by 
family custom. Great reverence 
is held for ancestors, and a 
dominant role is played by the 
elders in the. home. 

In the family pattern, the men 
play the dominant role, serving 
as judge and jury in all matters 
pertarnrng to family affairs. 
Traditional Vietnamese law went 
to great lengths to preserve 
the family as an institution and 
avoid interferring with affairs 
of the family, preferring to 
leave family disputes to the in­
dividual judgement of the elders 
of the home. The family takes 
care of its members, caring for 
them in sickness, protecting 
them from the insecurity of old 
age, and sharing with the other 
members the good fortunes of 
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the individuals. 

The ideal house consists of a 
man and his wife, their married 
sons and their wives, and the 
grandchildren. Each member of 
the family works as an integral 
part of the group toward the 
common wealth of the family, not 
the individual. 

Marriage is aimed at perpetua­
ting the family name and contin­
uing the traditions of the an ­
cestors. Therefore, parents make 
it their duty to choose a proper 
gW for the~ soo, ood marry 
their daughter properly. Once 
the choice is made, the parents 
inform the son or daughter, and 
in most cases either will obey. 

Traditionally, after the par­
ents have selected a mate, an 
intermediary will be sent to the 
parents of the one who has been 
chosen. If agreement is reached 
between the two families, horo­
scopes are cast to determine if 
the two people are destined- to 
live happily. 

F'amily life is closely inte­
grated with religion in Vietnam. 
One of the Five Relationships 
stressed by Confucious is the 
concept of filial piety- main­
taining a close relationship 
with the family. A person who 
never fails · to observe filial 
piety retains the good graces of 
his family and the respect of 
his re la ti ves and friends. 

However, a man who fails in 
his duty towards his family is 
considered unreliable, and does 
not deserve the respect of those 
who are\ responsible to him in 
position ~nd relationship . 

The influence of the family 
pattern i~ also seen in politi­
cal affairs. If the Preside.nt 
of the Republic of Vietnam shows 
love and respect for his parents 

his subjects would not dare be 
disrespectful toward their par-
en ts. 

The affairs of the family are 
closely related to the affairs 
of almost every aspect of life 
for the Vietnamese. A man's so­
cial and business standing and 
the respect of his peers is de­
termined by his att~tude toward 
his family. If a businessman 
works hard and industriously, 

he will be able to perform the 
important function of maintain­
ing the tombs of his ancestors. 
If the farmer adapts his tillage 
properly to the ways of nature, 
he will be able to feed his aged 
parents. The Vietnamese lives 
principally for his family. All 
his efforts are directed toward 
the goal of providing for his 
elders and ancestors the respect 
their station in life demands. 

If his actions are governed by 
the principle of filial piety, 
then life will be harmonious and 
all will be well. 
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Pe·rs_pective; 

GOLDEN HAWK 

HIGHLIGHT -1967 
Unique amon g Army aviation 

un i ts as the first of its kind, yet 
little more than a · year and a half 
old, the 1s t Aviation Brigade has 
es ta blis he d an am az ing record of 
achievement in the skies over Viet­
nam . 

The brigade, c ommande d by Ma jor 
General Robe rt R. Williams, consis ts 
of nearly all non-divisional Army 

a viation units in Vietnam with more 
than ha lf of the to tal aircraft asse ts 
in country. 

The mainstay of Army aviation in 
Vietnam, the brigade's more than 
2,000 fix e d a nd rota ry wing ai rcra ft 
have flown a ll types of miss ions , 
ranging fr dm tac ti ca l c omb a t as­
saults, direct fire s upport, aerial 
reconnaissance a nd s urv e illance , 

CH-47 "Chinooks" fl ew res upply mis sions in almost every operation. 
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medevacs and troops lifts, to cargo 
haul. 

Results of the bri gade ' s c ountless 
hours in the s ky were n o thing s hort 
of phenom enal. More than five mil­
lion troops-the e quiva lent of 313 
infantry divisions-Were lifte d in more 
tha n 2.9 million so rti es , tota ling 
nearly 1.2 million hours . The vas t 
majority of these troops were combat 
infantry, inse rted into tactical land­
ing zones in the three sou thern corps 
a reas . He licopte r gunships and the 
troop carryin g " s li ck" door gunne rs 
providin g direct fire support dnrin g 
these insertions , s ubseq ue nt ex tra c­
tions and a myriad of other special 
missions accounted for 10,556 Viet 
Con g killed, nea rly 10,000 su pply 
sampans s unk and more than 10,_400 
enemy struct ures and for tifications 
destroyed. 

Participating in a ll but a very few 
of the major operations in the II, III 
a nd IV Corps areas, to include such 
we ll known opera tions as Junc tion 
C ity, Malheur, Wheeler, Coronado 
and Hawtho rne and providing s izea ble 
avia tion s upport in the U.S . Ma rine 
Corps zone in I Corps area , brigade 
res upply aircraft manage d to a irlift 
a s tagge rin g 564 ,929 tons of ca rgo . 
These loads ranged from a rtille ry 
pieces and ammunition to pi gs and 
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rice for displaced Vietnamese ref­
ugees. 

The year 1967 was also a year of 
growth. The brigade kicked off" the 

"new year with 39 companies, 10 bat­
talions and two groups with a person­
nel strength of 14,000 officers and 
men. By the year's end there were 
73 companies, 15 battalions, four 
groups, two air cavalry squadrons 
and 24,000 officers and men. The 
acquisition of the two air cavalry ' 
squadrons, one with each of the two 
field forces, gives the field force 
commander the same flexibility · of 
influencing the battle as that poses­
sed by the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). 

During the year the brigade added 
to its inventory newer, better, faster 
and more powerful aircraft. The 
AH-lG "Cobra" designed solely as 
an assault helicopter, the OH-6A 
"Cayuse" scout ai1'craft, CH-54 
"Skycrane" and the U-21 "Ute" 
command aircraft. 

As an outgrowth ef the inquis­
itiveness and interest in doing. more 
than "just a iob", the brigade's 
ingenious aviators and crew men 
designed, tested and used many 
improvised items of equipment and 
weapons in efforts to further enhance 
their effectiveness. Many of them 
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Sketch by CPT Philip J. Hickock, 212th CAB. 

have bee n refined and are now, or 
soon will be, standard equipment. 

As an example, a. standardized 
smoke-producing device was attached 
to the exhaust syslem of the UH-1. 
This improvement has resulted in the 
tactica l employment and delivery of 
helicopter-borne forces. 

Following the creed of "You 
Ask-We De liver," brigade units have 

developed and pe rfec ted techniques 
for night combat assaults which have 
proven very successful in the central 
highlands of Vietnam. Living up to 
the same creed , brigade units . have 
demonstrated complete airmobility to 
include organizational and support 
maintenance, the reby providing .a firm 
and realistic basis for modification 
to existing tables of organization and 

0-1 "Birddogs" continuously searched for Charlie. 
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.. . the U-21 "Ute", a better utility 
aircraft ... 

. • . the CH-54A "Flying Crane" 
provides. more muscle .•. 
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... and two observation choppers are replaced by the OH-6A "Cayuse". 

equipment •as newer type units are 
planned. 

Through close and constant 
liaison with such agencies as ACTIV 
(Army Concept Team In Vietnam), 
Natick Laboratories and AMC (Army 
Material Command), lead time on 
develp'pement of new items of equip­
ment was significantly reduced ' by 
combining research, troop testing and 
e·va lu ation of ex perimenta I items 
under brigade auspices. ' Such 
actions have lead to the adoption 
of , the NOMEX fire-retardant flight 
suits, individual and built-in pro­
tective armor for aviators and 
crew men, a new ballistic helmet, 
new and imprbved navigati'cnal aids, 
avionics gear and airfield control 
equipment, to mention just a few. 

Brigade interest in development 
and . testing of survival equipment, 
survival-escape, and evasion train­
ing is aimed at establishing a single ­
manager Life Support .System at 
Department of the Army level to 
monitor and coordinate all aspects of 
this important phase of combat avia­
tion. 

The results of these innovations 
and improvements in techniques and 
equipment are not enjoyed s 'ole ly by 
brigade units. Nearly all of them 
have and will have tremendous im­
pact on future planning for all of 
Army aviation . 

A !though Revolutionary Develop­
ment is largely a ground unit mission, 
brigade aircraft have s ignificantly 
assisted all ground units in this very 
vital assignment. In addition, bri­
gade aviatof.s have assisted in devel­
oping tactics for pacification mis-, 
sions which , have increased the 
effectiveness of essential tactics. 

Brigade act1v1t1es in Civic Action 
projects have been more significant •. 
Due to the dispersal of brigade units, 
from the DMZ to the Delta, centra 1- , 
ized control of civic action is not 
feasible. However, brigade units 
operating under the control of fie Id · 
force commanders have moved the 
entire population of many Vietnamese 
villages with all their belongings, 
from enemy infested areas to secure 
resettlement camps in support of 
pacification programs. 

Through the Medical Civic Action 
Program (MEDCAP), hundreds of 
villagers have been given medical 
and den,tal aid , and instructions in 
proper san)tation procedures by in­
dustrio.us flight medicine personnel. 
All of the brigade's companies have 
engaged in supplying food, clothing, 
medical and school supplies and 
building materials to orphanages.:­
schools, and individua l families in 
their areas·. 

The impressive development of 
the 1st Aviation Brigade s uggests 
the growth of aviation in the Army . 
The ·need for close aviation support 
for the expanding U.S. and ARYN 
ground forces prompted this grow th. 

In a war fought in swamps, rice 
paddies, canopied jungles and moun­
tains, and in a climate unfamiliar to 
most ground units, the wide variety 
of the brigade's aircraft have pro­
vided the , ground commander with 
the mobiliiy he direly needs in order 
to effectively take the war to the 
enemy in his most obscure entrech· 
ments. 

Sma ll wonder that the 1st Aviation 
Brigade was ch~sen in 1967 as the 
Army · Aviation Association of 
America's Aviation Unit of the Year. 
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DY'Un Cannon 
Ashley Famous Agency 
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Thai girl does traditional dance. 

Temples, Treasures and Tradition 

R&R IN BANG/(01( 
photos by Capt. Geoge E. McClintock 

Bangkok ••• city of beautiful · temples and modern 
office buildings, centuries-old canals and busy 
thoroughfares. Steeped in tradition, yet as modern 
as an American metropolis, this ancient city is ari. 
appealing combination of the old and the new. 

For the soldier on R&R, both of these aspects of 
Bangkok make his visit an interesting and exciting 
one. ·. If he's interested in the old, he can visit 
some of the more than 400 temples in the city, such 
as the Temple of the Reclining Buddha, the spec­
tacular Temple of Dawn, and the Temple of the 
Golden Bhudda, which houses a 20-ton solid gold 
image of Buddha. For a further look into the cul­
ture of Thailand, there's Tim Land, a place where 
he can witness many aspects of Thai life that have 
remained unchanged for centuries: traditional 
native dances performed in colorful costumes, Thai 
people at work cultivating, weaving and building, 
and the many forms of wildlife found in the country. 

ii 
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He can also tour the floating market, where the 
merchants set up shop and display their wares in 
boats along the canals. 

For a taste of the new, he can eat at one of the 
fine restaurants, which offer almost every conceiv­
able type of international cuisine. The hotels are 
modern and well located, with facilities that com­
pare favorably with those in the States. 

If h_e's intt;rested in shopping, there are shops 
galore, with everything from Thai handicrafts to 
tailored clothing to electronic and photographic 
equipment--all reasonably priced. 

The friendly people go out of their way to make 
the soldier's stay a pleasant one. They speak good 
English and are eager to help, giving directions 
and s.uggestions of places to see and things to do. 

· So no matter what he likes--traditional or mod­
ern--the soldier on R& R is likely to find it in 
Bangkok. 

Th e 20-ton solid gold Buddha. 

Merchants display their wares at the floating market. One of the· beautiful temples. Th~ Princess Ring Dance, in which each girl represents a precious stone. 

': 
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MOS 
•Spot.light: 

DOOR GUNNER 
Remember yo ur dr ill se rgeant in 

bas ic trai n ing? On e of hi s fav or­
i te themes went. some th ing l ike 
th is : "Tha;t weapon is' your 
swee th eart, " wife , and love r. 
TAKE CARE OF IT!!! You trea t 
it right, a nd s omeday it might 
return the favor by s aving your 
life.' '. 

At the t ime the lec ture pro ba bly 
didn't have much e ffec t. But 
many troops se rvin g in V ie tn am 
today have jus t cause to tha nk 
that dri 11 se rgeant fo r hi s words 
of adv ice . ' And one of th e most 
outs ta ndin g' of ,th ese is the he li ­
copte r door gunn er. Because he 
works with his weapon eve ry day , 
he knows th e import ance of kee p­
in g it in top opera tin g co ndit ion. 

T he gunn e r' s role on an a ir­
craft is an importan t one . He is 
respons ibl e fo r protect in g his 
shi p on a mi ss ion. If troubl e 
should occ ur and th e s hip is 
for ce d down, he is res ponsible 
for se ttin g up a defense and 
guardin g it until he lp a rrives . 

Hi s prim ary j ob ce nters around 
hi s 1\11-60 mac hine gun: cl eaning, 
mainta ining, r.epa iring, and some­
times s hoo t ing it. But th e gun­
ne r' s job, l ike many jobs in Arm y 
avi at ion; is a n overl ap ping one . 
In additi on to ma i r.i ta inin g th e 
ship' s weapons , he a lso he lp13 i:he 
crew chi ef mainta in th e he li cop­
te r, ofte n workin g la te hours to 
kee p it in fly in g condition. 

As any gunne r will readily a d­
mit, th e mos t e nj oyable part of 
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hi s job in vo lves fl yin g. As one 
door gunner puts it: " T ha t's 
where e verything' s happe nin g!" 
And hi s ~xp e ri e n ces while fl yi ng 
are a lways int P- res ting, ofte n ex­
~ iting , and .some t imes dange rous . 

Spec ia l is t 4 L a rry Gibson, a 
gunn er with the 128 th Assault 
He li copter Company at P hu L oi, 
had one of the dangerous kind 
whi le on a mission in the ce n­
tral highlands re cently . 

The 128th was fly in g e l emie nts 
of the 173 d Airborn e Br igade into 
a hot landin g zone in War Zone 
C. As Gibson' s s hip began to 
lift out of th e LZ, heavy e nemy 
sm all arms and autom ati c weap­
ons fi re ra ked the choppe r, scor­
ing 13 hi ts . 

The pilot was cut about the 
face and hands as VC bulle ts 
sh a ttered the plexiglass wind­
shi e ld. Gi bson was kn oc ked bac k 
aga in s t th e "fire wa ll of the s hip 
from a heavy blow to th e h ead. 
"I th ought it was s hrap nel from a 
nearby exp lodin g g re nade , but 
didn't have tim e to think a bout it, 
or ge t scared,;' ' he sa id . "I jus t 
grabb ed my mac hine gun and 
starte d firin g bac k wi th eve ry­
thin g I had.'' 

On examinin g hi s fl ight he lm et 
wh en he go t. bac k to base camp, . 
Spec ia lis t Gibson discove re d .. a 
la rge hole gouged th ro ugh th e 
ri ght s ide by wha t a ppeare d to 
have bee n a bullet. The 'e ntrance 

hole we nt a lmos t th ro ugh the 
he lme t, but ne ith er th e project i le 
nor an ex it hole could be fo und. 
T he obj ect ap pa rently spent i t­
se lf on .impac t with the he lm et 
and dropped out, leavin g Gibs,on 
unm arked. 

On see in g hi s he lme t G ib so~ 
said; "I rea lly started s ha kin g 
th e n. I guess I'm a bout the lu ck­
ies t guy around.'' 

All of th e gunner' s co ntact is 
no t made with the e nemy, how­
ever. Spec ia li s t 4 Te rry Garner 
of the 170th Assaul t He li copter 
Company a t Ple iku is ga in ing 
quite a reputat ion as a "b ig game 
hunte r.'' 

Ga rner's first trophy cam~ when 
his ship s e t down in a clearing in 
th e hi ghla nds - and a dee r wa n­
de red near. Hi s second trophy 
came when three ti ge rs ve ntu red 
too close to hi s s hi p. He ope ned 
up on the m with hi s M-60 and go t 
one of the bi g cats . 

T he 170 th now has a bea uti ful 
tige r rug added to the decora-

tions in its ope rat ions bui !d­
in g. Wh~ n as ked abo ut fu ture 
" safari s" , Garne r grins and says, 
" Would · yo u be li eve an e le­
phant?" 

But whe th er he' s s hoot in g VC, 
ti gers , or ju s t pe rfo rmin g main­
tenance on h is guns and s hi p, 
i t ' s ge nera lly agree d th at th e 
gunner is an indis pensible me m­
ber of th e Army avia tion team. 
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THE EARS 
OF VIETNAM 

There's a tongue-in-cheek sign 
hanging on the wall of an office 
in the airfield tower at Can Tho 
that states: we have done so 
much for so many for so long 
with so little that now we can do 
everything for everybody with 
nothing. 

The office is the base of opera­
tions for the platoon of men who 
run "Delta Center'', the coordi­
nating center for almbst all flight 
following service in the Delta. 
The sign is an expression of tre­
mendous pride in belonging to 
one of the most unique units in 

Vietnam-the 125th Air Traffic 
Company. 

Never heard of it? If you're an 
aviator, you probably have, and 
don't know it. Every time you 
get behind the controls of an air­
craft, you're in touch with the 

125th Air Traffic Company. the aircraft at all times so we can 
This company, consisting of relay messages to them, direct 

slightly more than 400 men, pro- them away any from . artillery or 
vides the majority of air traffic air strikes occurring along their 
control in the Republic of Viet- line of flight, and, should one go 
nam. Headquartered at Bien Hoa down, we can have help on the 
and commanded by Lieute~ant way within minutes. 
Colonel Theodore S. Ferry, the T_he men of the 125th perform 
125th has four Flight Regulating . these functions in a variety of 
Platoons, scattered from Can Tho . places and circumstances. Some 
in the Delta to Pleiku in the cen- follow and direct air traffic from 
tral highlands. an airfield tower, as at Vinh 

Men of these platoons are on Long. Others work out of the big 
duty 24 hours a day, constantly vans of electronic equipment lo­
keeping and "ear" on the ships cated at one of the flight coordi­
flying in their areas, ready to nating centers, such as the ones 
react immediately m case of at Can Tho, Tan Son Nhut and 
emergency. Pleiku. Still others work in small 

Specialist 5 Jim Hill, Air Traf- vans in more remote places such 
fie Control Supervisor at the 4th as Long Xuyen, Gia Mia, and 
Platoon's Delta Center, describes Dong Tam, a· site so remote that 
the air traffic controller's job personnel are normally rotated 
thusly: "We keep in contact with every 30 days. 

The aircraft controller works in anything from an air tower to a remotely located van. 
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The aircraft controller is constantly k ee ping tabs on aircraft operating in his area. 

The terrain found in Vietnam is 
some of the most diverse in the 
world. This can be a hazard in 
operations involving landings of 
more.than one aircraft. Th is opens 
another facet of the air traf­
fic controller's job-mobility. He 
must be as mobile as the aircraft 
he services. When an airmobile 
operation is planned in an area 
where there are no airfield facil­
ities, he takes the airfield facil­
ities, to the operation. Carrying 
a portable radio, he goes into the 
often insecure area, sets up the 

staging field, and directs the air 
traffic in and out of the forward 
area during the operation. 

These aspects of the air traf­
fic controller's job require a 
special kind of de dicati on. The 
hours are often long and irregu­
lar, and he is sometimes locate d 
in a remote a rea, far removed 
from many of the conveniences 
available to most of the troops 
in Vietnam. His work is some­
times dangerous, sometimes busy, 
sometimes quiet, but it is never 
boring. 

The men of the 125th Air Traffic 
. Company enjoy their work, and 
are proud of the job they're doing, 

HAWK 

because they know it's one of the 
most important jobs in aviation. 

And to the man who flys, it's a 
good feeling to know that if he 
should be forced down, either 

through mechanical failure or hos­
til e firp, thei·e will be help on th e 
way within a matter of minutes. 
Because the 125th Air Traffi c 
Company is there. 

An air conditioned van s erves as flight coordinating center in th e 
Mekong Delta. 
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PAPPY'S STILL 

Most men who fly will readily 
admit that once flying gets in the 
blood, it's there to stay. There's 
something about sitting at the 
controls of an aircraft on a beau­
tiful day and looking down at 
the multi-colored ground be low 
that puts a man right with the 
world. Once experienced, that 
feeling .is never forgotten. 

And none knows that feeling 
better than Chief Warrant Officer 
Gerald P. "Pappy" Devine, a 
Bird Dog pilot with the 145th 
Combat Aviation Battalion's 74th 

FLYING 
Reconnaissance Airplane Company 
at Xuan Loe. "Pappy" Devine 
has logged over 7,000 hours of 
military flight time in three wars. 
As he puts it, "I just can't stay 
out of the air; somehow I've 
always managed to fly where the 
excitement is, getting the 'hot' 
missions." 

Pappy remembers that "from 
my earliest years I wanted to fly!' 
He used to be fascinated watching 
airplanes fly overhead, and he 
knew that flying had to be his 
lifelong occupation. As he grew 

"Pappy" during World War II, with one of his fighters ... 
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older, he found that his childhood 
fascination for flying wasn't just 
a boyish whim. 

His father found that out too, 
for whe n Pappy went to Ottawa 
Ontario Tech in 1940, the 16-year 
old was only there for one short 
quarter before he joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. Pappy spent 
one year with the RCAF, where he 
remembers "first learning to fly 
by the seat of my pants." 

In 1942 he joined the United 
States Army Air Corps. "The war 
was in full pitch by then," he 
recalls, "and I wanted to get 
into it on the American side." 

A year later he graduated from 
flight school and went to Europe 
where he was assigned to the 
56th and 353rd Fighter Group. 
Pappy was soon given the nick­
name of the "Mad Irishman", for 
he was the first American Ace to 
have five aircraft shot from un­
der him before he had shot down 
five himself. "I took an awful 
lot of kidding because of that, 
and I suppose I just had a lot 
of bad luck, but almost all of us 
were shot down quite a few 
times." 

One such occasion that Pappy 
remembers quite vividly was when 
he was shot down over Nijmaegen, 
Holland in 1944. He was one in 
a flight . of five P-4 7' s who took 
on more than fifty FW 190's. 

"We downed eighteen of those 
Nazi fighters before they final­
ly got us," Pappy recalls. "Ac­
tually, we had the jump on them. 
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"I iust can'r stay out of the . " a 1r ... 

It was one of th ose beautiful · 
fly in g days whe n th e a ir is as 
s mooth as s il k and you can see 
for mile s . We saw th e m fir s t, 
and we got se t up for th e m. But 
of course we we re heavily out­
numbe red, a nd th ey f inally got 
us. Three of our pilots we re 
sh ot down a nd killed; .one pilot 
didn't e ven ta ke a hit, and flew 
ba ck to th e base like nothin g 
e ve r ha ppe n ed. I was s hot down, 
of course , but I bailed out ove r 
Nijmae gen a nd walked bac k to th e 
bas e ." 

Durin g th e Norma ndy invas ion, 
P a ppy was s hot down three times 
in a te n day pe riod. Th e n fly­
in g the ne w P-51, he me nti one d 
to a fri e nd tha t it was a mu ch 
more ma ne uverable a ircraft th a n 
th e P-47 , "then I we nt out a nd 
had · 113 holes s hot in i t, but I 
ma na ge d to crash la nd." 

P a ppy was instrume nta l in 
formin g the first Air-Sea Resc ue 
Squa dron. Afte r a tte nding th e 
Briti s h Air-Sea Resc ue School in 
E ngland, he a nd his s ma ll se lec t 
group we re a ble to go to work. 
Th ey pi c ked up 187 downe d pilots 
in a 60-day pe ri od. F indin g i t 
necessary to. work bo th qui c kly 
and e ffi c ie ntly , th ey pioneered 
many of th e mode rn concepts of 
a ir-sea resc ue . 

After fly in g o ve r 90 mis si ons 
in E urope , P a ppy re turn ed to th e 
United Sta tes . Still cla morin g 
for more exc ite ment, he vo lun­
tee red for ass ignm ent to th e 
Southwes t P ac ifi c . Ass igned to 
the S07 th Fi ghter Group, he soo n 
ch a lk ed up a noth e r firs t as he 
fl e w a 74N lon g ran ge fi ghte r 
from Ha waii to Okin a wa , with on­
·ly one re fu e ling s top. 

It was while in th e Southwes t 
.P ac ifi c th a t P appy flew some of 
his mos t inte res tin g mi ss ions , 
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includin g th e time th a t he 
s tra fed · hi s own Phu L oi A ir­
s trip-whe re his own 74 th Recon­
na issance Airpla ne co mpa ny is 
now base d. "The J a pa nese own ed 
it th en, a nd eve ry thin g e lse 
around he re ," he s ays . "Ou r 
miss ion was to harrass th e m as 
we 11 a s do s ome ma teri a l da mage . 
We s tra fed it pretty we ll." · 

But perh a ps hi s bi gges t day 
was whe n he esc orte d th e E no la 
Gay B- 29 bomber on its Na gasaki 
Atomic Bomb run. "I don't think 
any of us imagine d how powe rful 
th a t thin g was ." 

And now CWO P a ppy Devine 

is in th e a ir aga in, fly in g hi s 0 -1 
Bird Dog , Mi ss Dolly, in s upp ort 
of th e 18th ARV N Di vis ion a t 
Xua n L oe . 

How mu ch longe r will P a ppy 
Kee p fly in g? " Th e more I fly , 
th e more I want to fl y," he says . 
"But I'm ge ttin g o lde r now, and 
maybe I s hould le t th e yo un ge r 
lads ta ke over some of the mi s ­
s ions . But I s till like it up 
th ere , and I guess I a lways will. 
It' s jus t th a t when fl yin g ge ts 
to yo u it s tays with yo u. I 
s uppose it a lways ·will." 

Kn owin g P a ppy Dev in e , it a l­
ways will. 

.. • ·and now, at th e con trol s o f " Miss Dolly." 
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CALL HOME VIA 'MARS 

"AB8AD this is AB8AN," is a 
phrase quite familiar to person­
nel in the communication section 
of the 13th Combat Aviation Bat­
talion. 

AB8AN is the Military Affil­
iate Radio System station of the 
13th Battalion, located in the 
Mekong Delta. 

A member of the U. S. Army 
Vietnam MARS system, the sta­
tion is one of the busiest in Viet­
nam. During the month of Novem­
ber, more than 500 calls were 
placed by Americans .serving in 
Vietnam to their families at 
home. Of those placed, 378 
calls were completed. Negative 
calls and person-to-person calls 
in which the party was not pre­
sent caused the cancellation of 
the remainder of the calls placed. 

Centrally located in the Me­
kong Delta, the station provides 
service to all members of the 

Tense waiting • ... 
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U. S. forces stationed through­
out the 12,000 square mile De l ta 
area. Calls are even frequently 
placed through Saigon, approxi­
mately 70 miles to the north. 

Especially appreciative of the 
MARS facilities are the many 
U. S. advisors stationed in the 
small villages and hamlets 
throughout the Delta that have 
no telephone service. When 
these advisors make one of their 
infrequent v1s1ts to the 13th, 
every effort is made to give 
them special consideration. 

The procedure for placing a 
call is kept as simple as possi­
ble in order to serve the great- . 
est number of people and, at the 
same time, give equal consider­
ation to the priority of the 
calls. When an individual re­
quests 
filled 
bottom 
quests. 
the top 
made. 

a call be made, a card is 
out and placed on the 
of the pile of call re­

When the card reaches 
of the pile, the c~ll is 

A two to three week waiting 
period is normal for routine 
calls.· Emergency c.alls, how­
ever, are given top priority and 
·normally completed within a few 
hours after being requested. 

When an individual's request 
for a call comes to the top of 
th.e list, he is notifo~d that 
his call is being placed and to 
stand by on the telephone until 
contact is made. The call is 
normally limited to approximate­
ly five minutes to enable _as 
many calls as possible to be 
transmitted. 

A typical operation begins 
about 10 p.m., when preparations 
are begun for another night's 
work. The network, a group of 

, 

stations with one station acting 
as. central control, usually 
opens about 11 p.m. When a 
"stateside" station with an ac­
ceptable signal is contacted, a 
round-robin type operation be­
grns. 

AB8AN is always ready when 
the time comes to place its 
allotted two calls per round. "We 
know how much it means to be 
able to speak to someone from 
home," said Specialist 4 Roy 
Robinson, one of the MARS oper­
ators at the 13th Battalion. 

Many mornings and even late 
in the afternoon, the night opera­
tors can be found still trying 
to place a few more calls before 
closing the station to rest up 
for the coming night's opera­
tions. When the night operators 
are not on the air, other per­
sonnel can always be found try­
ing to place a few more calls 
home. 

. .. as the call goes through. 

HAWK 



I l 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96384 
11NGUY HIEM11 

. SUBJECT: R.eemphasis on Safety 

TO: '!'he Officers and Men of the 1st Aviation Brigade 

1 March, 1968 

1. A review of 1967 reveals that despite the outstanding success 
enjoyed by the 1st Aviation Brigade in combat operations, our performance 
was somewhat less impressive in the area of non-aviation safety. 

2. During the past twelve months, Brigade vehicles have been involved 
in ten traffic accidents which have killed. A recent Military Police 
survey showed that 50% of all fatal accidents could have been prevented 
by using normal defensive driving techniques. Good driving habits, common 
sense and highway courtesy can reduce, if not eliminate, the needless loss 
of life and property on the road. Careful driver selection, training, and 
command supervision of vehicle usage to reduce our exposure to accidents 
will achieve the desired reduction in accidents in 1968. 

J. The accidental discharge of weapons in the last 90 days has placed 
two pilots in the hospital. These shootings both resulted from careless­
ness. Commanders will insure that individuals are armed only with the 
weapon authorized their positions, that each man is properly trained in 
the use of this weapon and that all war trophy weapons are secured in unit 
arms rooms. 

4. Related to accident prevention is the attitude of our personnel 
toward the Vietnamese people. The pocket card, "Nine Rules", which is to 
be carried by all U .s. military personnel in RVN, clearly presents the 
responsibility which each of us bears. A positive attitude promotes 
positive actions and will contribute immeasurably to the accident-free 
acco lishment of our miss· 

FOR THE COMMANDER I 'l 




