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No.1 (4 sides 2 discs) 
From the Label on the Discs 
Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (Chinese Phonograph Records StudiolFactory) 
Art fonn: Ping Tan (Story telling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect) 
Title: Ku Jian (Weeping Prison House), an episode from Fan Ma Ji (The Story of a 
Horse Dealer) 
Sung by XU Yunzhi, Suzhou City Ping tan Troupe; Accompanying Instrument by 
WANGYing 
From the paper sheet 
The Plot: 
Historical Location- Baocheng County, Shaanxi Province. 
Time- unknown. 
The newly appointed Xian ling (County magistrate) ZHAO Chong of Baocheng County, 
Shaanxi Province is out on a public dispatch. His idle newly wed wife LI Guizhi goes 
with her maid Tianxiang to behold the moon in the flower gardon, when they hear the 
heart saddening weeps from the prison. So she made her presence at the prison and makes 
an inquiry to her shocking discovery that the detained is her father LI Qi. 

The story rewinds like this. LI Qi makes a living by trading horses. His second marriage 
wife (perhaps his first wife died) Yangshi (literally woman ofY ANG's family) have been 
committing adultery with TIAN Wang, and taking advantage ofLI Qi's absence from 
home, they join hands and oust LI's two children with his previous wife, Guizhi (elder 
sister) and Baotong (younger brother). Upon returning home, LI Qi finds his two children 
missing and interrogates maid Chunhua (by torturing her), This causes the maid to 
commit suicide. Yangshi and Tianwang grasp the opportunity and falsely accuse LI Qi of 
raping and consequently causing the suicidal death ofthe maid Chunhua. The case was 
handled by the previous corrupt county official right before ZHAO Chong takes office. 
Having received bribes, the fonner official sentenced LI Qi to death and put him into 
prison waiting for execution. 

LI Guizhi is infonned of the experience of injustice by her father and waits until her 
husband comes back. Hearing the plea for help from his wife, ZHAO Chong helps her 
compose a lawsuit and directs her to the newly appointed xun an (a title for a law 
enforcement or court official?) to explain her case. To her unexpectedness, the xun an is 
her lost younger brother Baotong. This expedites the reexamination process. The case is 
resettled on the court and the story ends with a family reunion. 

No Date of production is given. 
Partial scripts of the section of the opera: 
Not to be translated here. 
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No.2 (4 sides 2 discs with first disc and first two sides missing) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Hong Kong Art-Tune (Yi Sheng) Phonographic Company 
Type of Opera: Xi Ju (local opera around Wuxi of Jiangsu Province and Shanghai area) 
Title: Ku Ta, Xiu Gu (wailing at the pearl pagoda, shaming the paternal aunt) 
Sung by MEl Lanzhen as CHEN Cui' e, HE Feng as FANG Qing, and XU Xiufeng as 
FANG Duohua 
No plot is given. But from the script on the back cover for the second disc, I can discern 
that this opera teaches the moral that it should be criticized for the snobbish people to 
humiliate and mistreat people who have lost their social position and fortune, especially 
when these unfortunate people are relatives and had been giving generous help before. 



No.3 (4 sides 2 discs) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: China Phonograph Studio ( «of' ccrni; J 
Type of Opera: Beijing (Peking) Opera 
Title: Female Inmate being Transferred for Retrial 
Sung by MEl Lanfang (canonical Peking Opera performer) as SU San and XIAO 
Changhua as CHONG Gongdao 
Accompanying Music: MEl Lanfang Troupe Band 
No plot is given. According to my understanding, it is largely a dialogue between the 
female inmate of a former prostitute SU San and the "police escort" CHONG Gongdao 
on their way from Hongtong County to Taiyuan (now capital city of Shanxi Province) for 
the inmate's retrial. The dialogue exposes the corruption of the government law 
enforcement organs and all the social evils that subject the powerless woman to 
unjustness and misery while the dialogue also celebrates the understanding and 
considerateness of this old "police escort." 



No.4 (2 sides 1 disc) 
From tbe label on tbe disc 
Producer: Chinese Records (China Phonograph Studio) 
Hong Kong Sale Agent: Bailey Record Co. 
Type of Opera: Beijing (Peking) Opera 
Title: Capture and Release of CAO Cao (two episodes: On the way and Staying in the inn 
for the night) 
Performed by TAN Fuying as CHEN Gong and QIU Shengrong as CAO Cao. (Both are 
famous performers, with QIU, like MEl Lanfang, forming his own QIU School) 

From cover 
Script is given on the back cover. No plot is given. 
As I discern it, the story is about the cruelty ofCAO Cao, later King of Wei Kingdom of 
the concurrent three Kingdoms in China's Three Kingdoms period (220-265 AD). The 
determination ofthe cold-blooded (legendary) CAO Cao and the hesitance of other 
characters who have not lost their human conscience form a sharp contrast. 



No.5 (1 disc 2 sides) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Shanghai Pathe Chinese Records, made in India 
Year of publication: 1925 
Type of Opera: Ping Ju (a local opera of North and Northeast China) 
Title: Tuo Zhao Peng Bei 
Performed by JIN Shaoshan 

From the script on the paper sheet ( \J-,'r:, f /",0 
It should be an episode from Yang Jia Jiang, a legendary heroic martial family during the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279 AD). The family army fought desperately to help recover lost 
lands to Northern Nomadic groups. Yang Jia Jiang celebrates piety to the husbands, 
father, and the emperor and bravery and sacrifice for the country. 
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No.6 (1 disc 2 sides with two separate stories) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: China Phonograph Records by China Phonograph Records Studio 
Type of Opera: Ping Tan (story telling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect) 
Side A-
Title: Kan Deng Shan Ge 
Adapted and sung by LIU Tianyun, Shanghai People's Ping Tan Troupe 
Accompanying music by JIANG Yuequan and ZHOU Yunrui 
SideB-
Title: Miao Jin Feng (Xiong Met Hui) 
Sung by XU Tianxiang 
From the Paper Sheet 
For side A. 
Kan Deng Shan Ge is a traditional folk tune that vividly depicts how the country folks 
celebrate the Lantern Festival (the night of the 15th of the l5t lunar month). Gongs clang, 
drums roar, firecrackers blast, all designs oflanterns featuring all kinds of themes and 
stories are lit and on moving and fixed display ... 
For side B. 
Recorded is a section of the traditional Ping Tan program Miao Jin Feng (Xiong Mei 
Hui- meeting between the elder brother and his younger sister). 

DONG Saijin's Father was a frontier military command and later died because of an 
intrigue by wicked power seeking officials. Consequently, DONG Saijin, the daughter of 
the general, fled and settled in a mountainous area. She often thOUght of her brother 
DONG Wuchang hoping that he would come and they would together set up plans for 
revenge. One day, she heard report that someone was breaking through the mountain 
where she was staying. She quickly put on her fighting gear and rushed downhill to face 
the intruder. It only happened that the intruder was her elder brother, thus the coincidental 
brother sister rejoining. 
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No.7 (1 disc 2 sides, disc partly broken) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Shanghai Pathe Chinese Records. Made in India 
Type of Opera: Ping Ju (a local opera of North and Northeast China) 
Title: Luo Shen (the goddess of the river Luo) 
Sung by MEl Lanfang 

From the paper sheet 
Two lines of script. Script is too limited to discern a plot from. 
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No.8 (1 disc 2 sides) 
From the Label on the Disc 
Producer: Pathe Phonograph Records 
E.M.I. 
Type of Records: Choice Songs 
List of the Songs and their singers: 
Side 
Ye Ban Ge Sheng (midnight song) sung by SHENG Jia1un, Zhui Xun (pursuit) sung by 
HUANG Yuanyin, Hong Dou Ci (poem on the red beans or Abrus precatorius) sung by 
Zhou Xiaoyan, and Jiao Wo Ru He Bu Xiang Ta (How could I stop thinking of him?) 
sung by SI Yigui. 
Side 
Tian Lun Ge (Song about Tian Lun, the natural bonds and ethical relationships between 
members ofa family) sung by LANG Yuxiu, Qing Chun Wu Qu (youth dance music) 
sung by HUANG Feiran, Re Qing De Yan Jing (amorous eyes) sung by HUANG Feiran, 
Fu Er Jia Chuan Fu Qu (Boatmen's Song on the Volga River) translated into Chinese by 
ZHANG Hao and sung by SI Yijia, Zhao Jun Yuan (Zhao Jun's regret) sung by LIANG 
Pin. 
Note: WANG Zhaojun is a Chinese beauty sent out by a Chinese emperor in the Han 
Dynasty to be married to a king of the Nomadic Hun groups north to the country for 
rapprochement. 

From the back cover 
Composers of music and words and the words in full of the songs are given. 
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No.9 (1 disc 2 sides) 
From the Label on the disc 
Producer: Pathe Phonograph Records 
Made in Singapore by EMI Records (SEA) Ltd. 
Type of Recording: Songs 
Title: Choice songs from films and choice popular songs 
List of the songs 
Side A-
Jia Jta You Ben Nan Chang De Jing (Everyone has his troubles) sung by PAN Xiuqiong 
(Poon Sow Keng, according to the Romanization on the front cover) 
(for a more literal translation- Every family has some sort of trouble; every family has 
its own hard nut to crack) 
Wo Yong Yuan Ai Nt (I will always love you) Sung by PAN Xiuqiong 
Da Cuo Xian (wrong number) sung by PAN Xiuqiong 
Mei Mei Wo Ai Nt (Mei Mei, I love you) sung by YI Min (Yeh Ming, according to the 
Romanization on the front cover) and Deng Baiying (Deng Bai Yeng, according to the 
front cover Romanization) (note: here Mei Met (younger sister) should refer to the dating 
target, not biological sister) 
Mao Mao Yu (Singing in the Drizzle) sung by Yi Min and Deng Baiying 
SideB-
Tian Shang De Ming Yue Guang (The bright Moonlight) sung by DONG Peipei (Tung 
Pei Pei) and JIANG Hong (Kiang Hung) 
Wo Hui Gen Zhe Ni (I will follow you) sung by DONG Peipei and lIANG Hong 
He Bian Xiang Sf (By the Riverside) sung by YU Fei 
Xiao Hong Niang (The little matchmaker) sung by lING Ting (Tsin Ting) 
Tou Tou Mo Mo (In the Dark) sung by ZHANG Lailai (Chang Lai Lai) and LIU Yun 

From the back cover 
All the words of the songs are given together with the names of the music and words 
composers and singers of each song. 



No. 10 (1 disc 2 sides) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Pathe Chinese Record, made in India, recorded in Hong Kong 
Type of recording: Choice popular songs 
Title of the disc: Qiu De Huai Nian (Autumn Love) (This is the name of one of the songs 
in the disc) 
Singer ofthe songs: YAO Li (or Yao Lee as appeared on the back cover) 
Side A-
Wo Ai Ma Ma (I love Mama) 
Mei Gui Mei Gui Wo Ai Ni (Rose, rose I love you) 
Na Ge Bu Duo Qing (You can only be amorous) 
Xi Xiang Peng (Happy getting together) 
Lian (In love) 
SideB-
Feng Yu Jiao Xiang Qu (Symphony of storm and rain) 
Qiu De Huai Nian (Autumn Love) 
Xi Lin Men (Happy wedding) 
Ai Ya Ya (Ah ya ya) 
Ai Xiang Si (Bitter Love) 
Note: English translations are from the back cover 
From Back Cover 
English translation of the names ofthe songs is given. No word~ no author information. 
Also from the back cover: Recorded and issued by Electric & Musical Industries (Hong 
Kong) LTD., Hong Kong 

Pathe Chinese Record 



No. 11 (1 disc 2 sides) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Phonenix (trade mark?), Made in Singapore by EMI Records (SEA) Ltd. / ? ~ 6' 
Type of recording: songs 
Title: Songs by ZHOU Xuan (Chow Hsuan), first volume 
All the songs sung by ZHOU Xuan 

Side A-
Tian Ya Ge Nu (The wandering female singer) (Or, Wandering Songstress according to 
backcover) 
Yong Yuan De Wei Xiao (Everlasting smile) 
Si Ji Ge (Season song) 
Xiao Xiao Dong Fang (The small nuptial chamber) 
Song Jun (Seeing you off) 
SideB-
Yue Yuan Hua Hao (Full moon and blooming flowers) 
Jin Shang Yi Duo Hua (A flower on front of the garment) 
Chu Chu Wen (Kiss allover?) 
He Ri Jun Zai Lai (1) (When will you corne again?) 
He Ri Jun Zai Lai (2) (When will you corne again?) 

From the back cover 
All the words of the songs are given together with the names of music and words 
composers. 



No. 12 (2 discs 4 sides, both discs have cracks on them) 
From the label on the discs 
Producer: Zhong guo Changpian Chang (Chinese Phonograph Records Studio/factory) 
Art form: Ping Tan (story telling and ballad singing in Suzhou Dialect) 
Title: Yang Nai Wu Yu Xiao Bai Cai- Mi Shi Xiang Hui (Y ANG Naiwu and Xiao Bai 
Cai- Meeting behind closed doors) 
Note: Xiao Bai Cai is the Nickname for BI Xiugu, the heroine in the story 
Sung by Y AN Xueting 
From the paper sheets: 
The plot 
The story happens in Yuhang County, Zhejiang Province in the Late Qing (Manchu) 
dynasty during the reign of Guang Xu. 

BI Xiugu, the Child Daughter-in-law of soybean curd maker and manager GE Xiaoda, 
was very good looking and therefore got the nickname of Xiao Bai Cai (a variety of 
Chinese Cabbage; pakchoi). Four years ago, he was passionately in love with YANG 
Naiwu, a winner of the Imperial Examination. But since being formally married to GE's 
family, she severed relations with her former lover and lived in harmony with her 
husband. However, her beauty brought her misfortune; LIU Zihe, son of the Yuhang 
County magistrate LIU Xitong took a fancy on her and managed to rape her after 
drugging her without her noticing. LIU also poisoned her husband to death. 

Upon the death ofBI's husband, father ofLIU, the county magistrate who had been on 
bad terms with YANG, charged YANG instead of his own son for the murder ofBI's 
husband. Subsequently, BI was duped into accusing YANG for her husband's death and 
YANG confessed to the false charges under torture. 

This abuse oflaw angered the gentry's circle ofYuhang county and they jointly signed 
an appeal to Hangzhou prefecture. However, the prefect was related to the county 
magistrate and had received bribes, and therefore the death penalty for YANG stood. 

Later on, the case was channeled to the governor of Zhejiang Province. The governor 
indeed arranged a retrial, but the key figures in the legal institutions under his 
administration received bribes and maintained the original sentence. 

Finally, YANG's sister trekked long distance to the Capital of Beijing to appeal to the 
highest law institution for her brother. And it happened that the Qing court was under a 
bitter power struggle between two factions. One faction took the case as a means to 
uproot the other. So a retrial was staged by bringing up all the people involved in the 
case, including those local officials. Because BI still refused to tell the truth out offear, 
the case was not reverted even at the highest court. 

This is when the interrogation department arranged a seemingly private meeting between 
YANG and BI while eavesdropping on their dialogue. The truth was so revealed and 
justice was consequently restored. Mi Shi Xiang Hui is an episode of the whole story. 
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No. 13 (3 discs 6 sides) '1()-lc.·l'i.c.-y- J'« {,.(/~ct;tn, ;, fO.h1"LCfc. ry-./i'uf "; C( .. t/o(r~vi1.­
From the Label on the discs 
Producer: Zhongguo Chang pian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art form: Hu Ju (Shanghai Opera) 
Title: Xi Xiang Kai Pian {Introductory Song to Xi Xiang Ji (Romance of the Western 
Bower)} 
Sung by SHI Xiaoying; Accompanying music by Shanghai People's Hu Ju Opera Troupe 

Note on Xi Xiang Ji (Romance of the Western Bower) from website: 
http://www.chinabooks.comlcali/product. php ?productid= 18302 

Romance of the Western Bower, by Wang Shifu of the Yuan Dynasty 
(1271-1368), is a gem of Chinese classical drama and a masterpiece of 
Chinese literature. Many Yuan dramatists attacked the feudal marriage 
system under which marriages were determined by money or social 
position and true love was cruelly suppressed, but Romance of the 
Western Bower is the most outstanding work of this type. Though the 
main theme of this play is the love between a young scholar named 
Zhang and Oriole, a girl of noble birth, the two most striking characters 
are Oriole and her maid Rose, a girl with a strong sense of justice and 
plenty of fight. Romance of the Western Bower has been adapted for the 
stage performances by many genres oftraditional operas in China. The 
play, especially the mischievous, ingenious Rose, has been a favorite 
with the theatre-goers down the ages. 

From the paper sheets 
The scripts of the beginning part of each section are given. (not to be translated here) 
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No. 14 (3 discs 6 sides) 
From the label on the discs 
Producer: Zhong guo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art form: Ping Tan (story telling and ballad singing in ~ dialect) 
Title QIN Xiang/ian- Shou Tang {The Story of QIN Xianglian- At the Longevity Hall 
(for birthday celebrations)} 
Adapted by CHEN Lingxi; sung by ZHU Huizhen and ZHANG Jianting 
Accompanying music: Shanghai People's Ping Tan Troupe 

From the paper sheets 
The plot: 
QIN Xianglian's husband CHEN Shimei went to the capital to participate in the imperial 
examination and won the title of First Scholar after turning out to be the first. He 
consequently was chosen by the emperor and became son-in-law ofthe emperor. This 
was the time when CHEN's home area was experiencing a severe drought that had lasted 
three consecutive years. Losing means of living, QIN Xianglian lead his father-in-law 
and two children on a long march, begging along, to find and join her husband. Travel­
worn, her father-in-law died along the way. The surviving three finally reached the 
capital and found CHEN Shimei, QIN Xianglian's husband. Unexpectedly to them, 
CHEN refused to recognize them and drove them out of the palace. Then Qin 
accidentally saw Prime Minister WANG Yanling passing by in his sedan. She came up 
and stopped his sedan to make her petition. WANG tell her to disguise as a 
countrywoman singer (for money) and to be led into the palace and appear at CHEN's 
birthday party. She then could try by singing to win back CHEN's heart so that CHEN 
would accept her and their children. At the Longevity Hall, CHEN played pipa and told 
her ordeals by singing. But still, CHEN was still not moved. Outraged, Prime Minister 
WANG ordered QIN to sue CHEN to the imperial supreme judge Bao in Kaifeng. At the 
same time, QIN, to dig up the root of future trouble, dispatched his bodyguard HAN Qi to 
kill the three. HAN's conscience did not allow him to commit such horrendous crime. He 
let them go and not knowing how to explain this to his master, HAN committed suicide. 
QIN's plaint finally reached Supreme Judge Bao. He hoaxed QIN to his place to confront 
him with his accuser QIN. Counting on his emperor's son-in-law status, QIN still refused 
to recognize the fact. With strong indignation, BAO ordered CHEN executed, despite 
pleas from the Empress Dowager and his princess wife. 

The records contain two episodes. One is Pipa Chang Qu (Pipa plucking and singing) 
and the other WANG Yanling Qin Quan Shimel (WANG Yanling Persuding Shimel). 
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No. 15(1 disc 2 sides) 
From the label on the disc 
Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art fonn: Ping Tan (story telling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect) 
Title: Ying Ying Cao Qin (Yingying plucking the qin) 
(Note: qin here most probably refers to a seven-stringed plucked instrument in some 
ways similar to the zither) 
Sung by YANG Zhenyan; accompanying music by ZHANG Jianguo and ZHOU Yunrui 
From the paper sheet 
Exerpts of the script is given. 
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No. 16 (6 discs 12 sides) 
From the label on the discs 
Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art fonn: Beijing (Peking) Opera 
Title: Ba Wang Bie Ji {Hegemon King (XIANG Yu, 232-202 B.C.) bidding farewell to 
his concubine} 
Sung by MEl Lanfang and YANG Xiaolou 
From the paper sheets 
Excerpts of script from Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 
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No. 17 (disc 2 and disc 3 with disc 1 missing and disc 2 partly broken) 
From the label 
Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art form: Hu Ju (Shanghai Opera) 
Title: An Tang Xiang Hui (Meeting at the Buddhist Covenant) 
Sung by WANG Yaqin and Xiao Wenbin; accompanying music by Yihua Shanghai 
Opera Troupe Band 

From the paper sheets 
Excerpts of script from sides 3, 4, 5, and 6 

No date of production is given. 
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No. 18 (3 discs 6 sides) 
From the label 
Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory) 
Art form: Ping Tan (storytelling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect) 
Title: LIANG Shanbo Yu ZHU Yingtai- Song Xiong (LIANG Shanbo and ZHU 
Yingtai- Seeing the brother oft) 
(Note: sometimes translated into 'Butterfly Lovers' and 'Seeing the brother off is an 
episode of the whole play) 
Adapted by DONG Men and PAN Boying 
Performed by YOU Huiqiu and ZHU Xueyin 

From the paper sheets 
Excerpts of the script from all the 6 sides are given 

No date of production given 


