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No. 19 (1 disc 2 sides)

From the label on the disc

Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory)

Art form: Ping Tan (storytelling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect)

Title: DU Shiniang—Tou Jiang (DU Shiniang— Drowning herself in the river)

Adapted by PING Jinya

Sung by XU Lixian, Shanghai Municipal People’s Ping Tan Troupe

Accompanying music by JIANG Yuequan, ZHOU Yunrui, and LIU Tianyun

From the paper sheet

The plot

DU Shiniang is a famous courtesan in the Capital. She falls in love with LI Jia, a scholar
who has just failed the national level Imperial Examination. When LI runs out of money
and is to be driven away by the procuress, DU brings out all her savings and gives them
to LI so LI could buy her out of prostitution status. Liberated, DU accompanies LI on a
boat sailing down south. On the way, LI meets salt dealer SUN Fu on an adjacent boat
sailing in the same direction who goads LI to sell DU to him. Ulteriorly greedy LI sells
DU to the salt dealer. Realizing this, DU becomes deeply remorseful for coming to know
such a greedy and heartless man. And in front of LI and ZUN, DU takes out her box of
valuables and throws it into the river. She then drowns herself in the river.

Excerpts of transcript of the beginning and second section are given.

No date of production shown.
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No. 20 (1 disc 2 sides)

From the label

Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory)
Art form: Ping Tan (storytelling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect)

Title: DU Shiniang (DU Shiniang)

Sung by JIANG Yuequan; accompanying music by JIANG Yuequan and ZHANG
Jianguo

From the paper sheet

Shanghai Municipal People’s Ping Tan Troupe

Introduction

This is a traditional Ping Tan introductory song to DU Shiniang. It tells the life story of
DU Shiniang who suffered and resisted.

Sung by JIANG Yuequan, Shanghai Municipal People’s Ping Tan Troupe with
accompanying music by ZHANG Jianguo.

With beginning parts of the scripts from the first and second sections.

No date of production is given.
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No. 21 (6 disc 12 sides)

From the label

Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory)
Art form: Yue Ju (Shaoxing Opera)

Title: Xianglin Sao (Xianglin’s Wife)

Adapted by YUAN Xuefen et al.

Sung by YUAN Xuefen; accompanying music by Band of Shanghai Yue Ju Academy
From the paper sheet

Adapted from LU Xun’s Novel Zhu Fu (Benediction)

Music collated by XIAO Zhou and XIANG Guansen

Chorus: Shanghai Yue Ju Accademy Chorus Group

The Scenario:

No one knew Xianglin Sao’s maiden name. People called her Xianglin Sao since her
husband’s name was Xianglin. Xianglin was ten years older than Xianglin Sao and made
a living by collecting firewood and working as a long term hired hand. Xianglin died half
a year into marriage with Xianglin Sao. In order to pay off debts, Xianglin Sao’s mother-
in-law made a secrete deal and sold Xianglin Sao to hunter HE Laoliu. The deal was
leaked to Xianglin Sao who fled to a small town to work in a rich family as a housemaid.
She was later spotted by people of his deceased husband’s clan and taken back and forced
to marry the hunter. She resisted at the beginning by trying to commit suicide, but later,
finding that the hunter is an honest man, she yielded to her fate and became the hunter’s
wife. The next year she gave birth to a son named A Mao.

Four years after her remarriage, again her husband died, and soon a wolf stole her son
away. Then her brother-in-law confiscated the house she lived in. Nowhere to live, she
went back to the small town and worked again as a housemaid in the same family she
used to stay. However, she was no more as swift and nimble as before and smile also
disappeared from her face. She became garrulous, repeating her stories of misfortune,
which finally bored the neighbors. Seeing this, a sympathetic woman who is a faithful
Buddhist believer persuaded her to donate a threshold so that by allowing numerous
people to step over it, her past sins would be relinquished and she would no more suffer
after her death.

Xianglin Sao worked silently and saved. A year after, she used all her savings to donate a
threshold, and she thought this time she had redeemed herself from sin. It was lunar New
Year again, and she thought now she could participate in the New Year’s sacrifice in
front of the shrine in her employer’s house. She was only traumatized to be called names
upon and insulted by the housemaster and his wife. She was then driven out of the
residential complex and became a beggar. In five years’ time, her hair turned completely
gray. New Year came again, and about the time people participated in the New Year’s
sacrifice, she fell down to her lonely death.

Excerpts of the scripts from all sections are given.
Note date of production is given.
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No. 22 (5 disc 10 sides)

From the label

Producer: Zhongguo Changpian Chang (China phonograph records studio/factory)
Art form: Beijing Opera (Peking Opera)

Title: Gui Fei Zui Jiu (The Drunken Concubine)

Volume II of Selected MEI Lanfang Records

Sung by MEI Lanfang, XIAO Changhua, and JJANG Miaoxiang

Accompanying music by band of MEI Lanfang Beijing Opera Troupe

Recorded in Beijing, November 1954

From the paper sheet
Several paper sheets are missing including the first page.
Excerpts of the script are given.
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