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VHPA MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
MOON'S IDEA CONTINUES TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP 

The "One Dime A Day" idea put forth by VHP A President "Moon" Mullin 
continues ro add ro our membership rolls. In rhe lasr two monrhs, seven of our 
Members have donared enough ro sponsor rhirry-one more new members. This 
is a very inexpensive way ro grow our numbers. Moon wishes ro rhank rhose 
who have given and encourage orhers ro consider helping. 

PROGRAM TO RENEW NON-CURRENT MEMBERS 
Several monrhs ago rhe EC approved sending a "Come Home" packer ro 

every one of rhe over 4,500 non-current members in our Associarion. The 
packer included a renewal form, a rwo-page status sheer concerning the 
changes in our organizarion, a Reunion Recruirmenr flyer, a VHPA Calen­
dar ordering flyer and a current A VIATOR Newsletter. The response has 
been extremely positive; in one day alone last week we received rwenry-one 
renewals from rhese men. To dare over 300 of rhese pilots have again 
become dues currenr, many as Life Members. 

SIDE BENEFIT 
Another benefir of rhis program is rhe updaring of addresses, conracr 

informarion and individual historical data in our records. The ON-LINE 
Database at vhpa.org is updared every Friday night with rhe all rhe infor­
marion gained rhe p ast week. Please go on-line and check it our; many 
phone numbers and email addresses rhar are missing from our paper and 
CD directories can be found on-line. 

HELP LOCATING OLD FRIENDS 
We have a 90% success rare in connecting old friends so let us try and 

help. Give Membership a call or send an e-mail and we'll rry and help. 

Mike Sheuerman 
Membership C hairman 

AVIATOR PRIVACY STATEMENT 
The VHPA Aviator contains member privacy information 
the VHPA considers proprietary and confidential. This 
information, including but not limited to the VHPA Chap­
ter list, shall not be used for commercial solicitation pur­
poses or for any correspondence related thereto without 
prior written authorization from the VHPA president. Cor­
respondence relating to commercial purposes or solicita­
tions shall only be sent to the VH PA Officers, Commit­
tee Chairmen and/or Staff listed in this publication. 

E-mail · ite~s to The Aviator at: , · 
Aviator@vhpa.org · 

THE VHPA AVIATOR, THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETIER OF THE 
VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

(ISSN 1930-5737) (USPS 001-497) is published six times yearly -
January, March, May, July, September & November. 

The VHPA is organized as a 501 (c) (19) fraternal military 
organization and one copy of each newsletter is included in each 

of our Member's Dues, yearly subscriptions to the Aviator 
are available to non-members for $36.00. 

Published by See David Adams, Enterprises, LLC, 
2900 Arbor Court, Round Rock, Texas, 78681 

for the VHPA, headquartered at 2100 N. Highway 360, 
Suite 907, Grand Prairie, TX 75050. 

Periodicals Publications postage paid at Round Rock, 
Texas and additional mailing points. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
VHPA HQ, 2100 N. Highway 360, Suite 907, Grand Prairie, TX 75050 

FROM THE STAFF AT HQ! 
We srill have a few r-shirrs left from R2013 in San Fran­

cisco and R2011 in Orlando. If anyone is interesred, call 
HQ to see if we have your size available. 

Thank you so much to rhe members rhar have called or 
senr in their changes to contact information! This assures 
rhar you do nor miss any issues of your newslerrer. If you 
have nor received an issue lardy, give us a call to make sure 
we have your correct address on file. If you move, please let 
us know your new address! 

Also, you can go on line to hrrps:// directory.vhpa.org 
and log in with your member number, rhen set up a pass­
word or use your social securiry number. Then on rhe left 
side will be a box with red lettering rhar says "Other Ser-

· vices". Under "Other Services" will be a box rhar says 
"Update My In fo rmation". Click on this button and you 
can make updares direcrly to your information. 

Ir is rhar rime to begin making plans to artend the 2014 
Reunion in Louisville, Kentucky! Be sure yo u sign up 
early, some to urs have capacities and are selling our 
already! We hope to see you there ! 

As always, our goal is to make VHP A rhe best it can be 
for you, the members! If rhere is anything that we can do 
to make that happen, PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

Sherry Rodgers 
VHPA 

Office Manager 

Corrections from information 
appearing in the last 
Oan-Feb 2014) Issue 

The E-Mail address listed for the POC for the "Class 
Blast" WOC reunion article printed incorrectly - the cor­

rect e-mail for their POC (Tom Pearcy) is: ••••• 
Our Member # 16,000' s name is correctly spelled as Peter 

Vandell and (not as Peter Vardell). Welcome Peter, we'll 
try not to ler that happen again! 

She asked me to 
whisper the three 
words every lrttle girl 
wants to hear when 
they 'lfOW up. So I told 
her, "I'm a pilot". 
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Official Web Site of the VHPA 
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Musings of an old Helicopter Driver ... 
Sent to us by VHP A Member Rudolph (Rudy) Rib beck 

Anything that screws its way into the sky flies according to 

unnatural principals. 
You never want to sneak up behind an old, high-time helicopter 

pilot and clap your hands. He will instantly dive for cover and 
most likely whimper.. .then get up and smack you. 

There are no old helicopters laying around airports like you see 
old airplanes. There is a reason for this. Come to think of it, there 
are not many old, high-time helicopter pilots hanging around air­
ports either so the first issue is problematic. 

You can always i:ell a helicopter pilot in anything moving: a train, an 
airplane, a car or a boat. They never smile, they are always listening to 
the machine and they always hear something they think is not right. 

Helicopter pilots fly in a mode of intensity, actually more like 
"spring loaded", while waiting for pieces of their ship to fall off. 

Flying a helicopter at any altitude over 500 feet is considered reckless and 
should be avoided. Flying a helirnpter at any altitude or condition that pre­
cludes a landing in less than 20 seconds is considered outright foolhardy. 

Remember in a helicopter you have about one second to lower the 
collective in an engine failure before the craft becomes unrecover­
able. Once you've failed this maneuver the machine flies about as 
well as a 20 case Coke machine. 

Even a perfectly executed autorotation only gives you a glide ratio 
slightly better than that of a brick. 180 degree autorotations are a vio­
lent and aerobatic maneuver in my opinion and should be avoided. 

When your wings are leading, lagging, flapping, precessing and 
moving faster than your fuselage there's something unnatural going 
on. Is this the way men were meant to fly? 

While hovering, if you start to sink a bit, you pull up on the collective while 
twisting the throttle, push with your left foot (more torque) and move the 
stick left (more translating tendency) to hold your spot. If you now need to 

stop rising, you do the opposite in that order. Sometimes in wind you do 
this many rimes each second Don't you think tl1at's a strange way to fly? 

For Helicopters: You never want to feel a sinking feeling in your gut 
(low "g' pushover) while flying a rwo bladed under slung teetering rotor 
system. You are about to do a snap-roll to rhe right and crash. For rhar 
matter, any remotely aerobatic maneuver should be avoided in a Huey. 

Don't push your luck. Ir will run out soon enough anyway. If every­
thing is working fine on your helicopter consider yourself temporarily 



q:ff~ 
Bill "Moon" Mullen, 

President of the VHPA 

IF IT AIN'T BROKE, 
THEN DON'T FIX IT! 
We are all familiar with that phrase, mainly because it makes a lot of sense. 

For years rh e VHPA h ad co ntrac ted with a p rofess ion al 
re union site selection company to help us choose the sight and 
acco mm odations for our Ann ual Reunions. T hese Companies 
provided us a menu to choose fro m of top name citi es coupled 
with a nationally recogni zed hotel chain and special room rares. 
T he VHPA did not pay fo r th is se rvice, it was free ...... well k ind 
of free. 

Th e hotel p rop erty th at we eventuall y selec ted th en gave a 
"finder's fee" kick back to rhar p rofess ional site selection compa­
ny that represented a l 0% rebate of the total roo m cost spent by 
our members attending the reun ion. T his is an accepted and 
approved indust ry prac tice; this "finder's fee" usually amounted 
to $35,000 to $45,000 per-Reunion kicked back to the reunion 
site selec tion company. 

W hen the planning fo r the 201 4 Reunion was about to start, 
our Execu tive Council fel t that we had the ability and the brains 
in -house to bri ng this 10% wo rth of savings directly back to the 
VHPA and its Members. In other words, we had already had a 
sys tem in place and wo rking and since it was not broken, why fix 
it ? T hese thoughts we re first prove n our when the Louisville 
Convention Bureau said they would give us a $10,000 donation 
if we wo uld select Louisville as our H ost C ity. Then thei r local 
Galt H o tel fo ll owed up by pledgin g to work out their 10% 
rebate amoun t both th rough att ractive roo m rates and lowered 
event charges. O nce we rece ived these commitments, the EC 
vo ted to take the 201 4 site contract in-house with the guidance 
th at any mon ies rea li zed th ro ugh th is procedure wo uld be 
specifically used to lower the costs of reunion events. 

But there was one more hurdle to ove rcome, would the Mem­
bers app rove of thi s plan with their wallets if we moved rhe 
Reunion to a smaller city (Louisville, Kentucky) and to a non­
national ho rel ( th e Gault H ouse)? T har we wo uldn ' t know 
until we opened up the Reunion Registration phase of our plan­
ning. 

Well we opened up on-line Reunion Registrations in Decem­
ber and our firs t printed Reunion Registration Form appeared 
in the J anuary 201 4 Av iato r. So far - the early registration 
numbers are terri fi c. As of 1 February 201 4, we have 191 pilots 
and 178 gues ts registered fo r the Reunion, numbers rhar are 
ahead of the same tim e period numbers of our las t two (N ew 
O rleans and San Francisco) Reun ions. We have ove r 200 regis­
tered for the Waterfront shuttle service, which means the 4 th of 
July Replica Wall opening ce remony, Combat Assault Reenac t­
ment and Fireworks will be a huge day ! O ur fo ur group dinners 
are almos t so ld out, we also already have big numbers registered 
for rhe Ea rly Bird, Welcome Recepti on, Breakfas t C ru ise and 
the Ballgame/ fi rewo rks events. Las t, i.r has been a long rim e 

si n ce o ur C los in g 
Banquet meal price 
h as been as low as 
$ 5 8. 00 ea ch and 
Members are favor­
ably res p o ndin g 
with ove r 250 
already regi stered 
for th is event. 
Pl ease not e th a t 

March and April are historically our larges t mo nths for booking 
rese rvations fo r our Reunion. My message here is don't wait to 
register but if yo u do, don't be di sappointed if your favorite 
event is SOLD OUT! 
N ow my favo rite number. ... 37. That is how many "first rime 

attendees" have al ready registered fo r the Reunion. After 40 
plus years and rhe 31 previous Reunions since we all left Viet­
nam, we still have new guys signing up! These 37 also will be 
welcomed with op en arm s. Remember, if each of us would call 
just one other man from his home town, or from his Vietnam 
unit and invite h im to join us at Louisville, we would add a lot 
more first t imers. The personal touch of a phone call from yo u 
makes it a great invitation. 

Don 't wait until next year to come to a Reunion, o r to ask 
someone to join us at a Reunion .... .. next year might nor come! 
See you in Louisville! 

I am PRO UD to be one of us. Welcome H ome, God Bless You 
and God Bless the United States of America. 

Let me know how we are doing .......... . 

Do vou have a DFC? 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Join The Distinguished 
Flying Cross Society 

Visit ouJ Website to 
Download Application 

P.O. Box 502408 
San Diego, CA 92150 

Tel. (866) 332-6332 

Have you read? 
'On Heroic Wings~ 

www.dfcsociety.org 

Members are from all wars & all ranks. 
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THE SNAKE-VinhLong,1966 
This story isn't about the Cobra attack helicopter. No, it's about a real -and deatOy -snake that coukl also jump ... 

W alking out to the flight line one hot morning, I noticed an animated 
crowd standing a safe distance from my Huey. They told me that a large 
snake had crossed the ramp and jumped into the bottom. I decid-
ed to put the mission on hold until we located and evicted the 
unwelcome guest. Afi:er a lengthy and very cautious inspec­
tion, I found it wasn't in the empry 'H ell H ole' where a 
hoist once lived. 

That damned serpent must 've slithered elsewhere 
inside the belly. Snapping open a lower side access panel, I 
gingerly stuck my head in and, with aid of a flashlight, 
began looking for the intruder. Suddenly, someone yelled 
"SNAKE!" and goosed me at the same time! I still have a dent 
in my scalp where my head impacted the top of the small open-
ing. 

T he next option I can1e up with - which seemed like a good idea at the 
time - was to smoke the bastard out! Afi:er unscrewing a floor panel, I 
pulled the pin on a smoke grenade (unfortunately, I fo rgot to check the 

What's for Dinner? 
An old H elicopter Pilot feared his wife wasn't hearing as well as she 

used to and he thought she might need a hearing aid. 
Not quite sure how to approach her, he called the family doctor to dis­

cuss the problem. 
The Doctor told him there is a simple informal test the husband could 

perform to give the doctor a better idea about her hearing loss. 
"Here's what you do," said the Doctor, "stand about 40 feet away from 

her, and in a normal conversational speaking tone see if she hears you. If 
not, go to 30 feet, then 20 feet, and so on until you get a response." 

That evening, the wife is in the kitchen cooking dinner, and he was in 
the den. H e says to himse1£ 'Tm about 40 feet away, ler's see what hap­
pens." Then in a normal tone he asks, 'Honey, what's for dinner?" No 

color), d ropped it into the opening and quickly replaced the plate. 
Bright red smoke began to billow out of every orifice in the chopper! In 

seconds, the entire ship was enveloped in a thick crimson cloud. 
Wow! Ir was really spectacular! I never realized there was so 
much smoke in those small canisters. W hen the ai rfield's 

emergency sirens began to howl moments later, I had a 
sinking feeling that my tactic was also a really bad idea! 
Soon, I was surrounded by fire trucks and huge firemen in 
their silver fire-proof suits, wielding big axes. 

My feeble excuses about a snake didn't placate the res­
cue personnel - or my boss. Snake or no snake, I was 

ordered ro fly. Although I never fo und that fo rk tailed 
straphanger, I did spend a lot of time nervously looking for it 

around the chin-bubble, and hoping my boots were fang-proof! 

Jon F. Myhre 

E-M ail:····· 

response. 
So the husband moves closer to rhe kitchen, about 30 feet from his 

wife and repeats, "Honey, what's for dinner?" Still no response. 
Next he moves into the dining room where he is about 20 feet from 

his wife and asks, "Honey, what's for dinner?" Again he gets no response. 
So, he walks up to rhe kitchen doo r, 

abo ut· 10 fee t away. "H oney, what' s fo r 
dinner?" Again there is no response. 

So he wa lks right up behind her . 
"H oney, what's fo r dinner?" 
"Bill for the fifth time ... 

CHICKEN!" 
Courtesy of member Ron Miller 

The Pilot and The Priest 
.from Member Ron Miller 

A priest dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. 
Ahead of him is a guy who's dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather 
jacker, and jeans. 

Saint Peter addresses this cool guy, 'W ho are you, so that I may kn ow 
whether or not to admit you to the Kingdom of H eaven ? ' T he guy 
replies, Tm Ron retired H elicopter pilot fro m Jonesboro, AR.' 

Saint Peter consults h is list. H e smiles and says to the pilot, 'Take this 
silken robe and golden staff and enter the Kingdom.' So Major Ron goes 
into H eaven with his robe and staff. 

N ext, it's the priest's turn. H e stands erect and booms out, 'I am Father 
Bob, pastor of Saint Mary's for the last 43 years.' 

Saint Peter consults his list . H e says to the priest, Take this cot ton robe 
and wooden staff and enter rhe Kingdom. 

'Just a minute,' says the good fa ther. T har man was a helicopter pilot 
and he gets a silken robe and golden staff and I get only cotton and wood. 
H ow can this be? 

'Up here - we go by results,' says Saint Peter. 
'W hen you p reached - people slept. W hen he flew, people p rayed .. .' 
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Brain Transplant 
Floyd was nor the mosr intelligent person. At d1e urging of his friends he 

went to his fumily doctor to see what could be done. Floyd was then referred 
to a brain specialist. Following a nwnber of tests and evaluations, the brain 
doctor informed hin1 that he felt a brain in1plant would resolve his problem. 

'Well, gee, Doc." Floyd questioned, 'Just what are you talking about?" 
The doctor said, "By my calrulations you would benefit &om three addition­

al ow1ces ofbrain matter." 
"Gosh, Doc, that sounds kinda expensive. H ow much is this gonna cost?" 

The doctor responds, 'Well there are two costs: d1e fixed cost and the variable. 
The fixed cost involves the acmal surgery. That will nm about $35,000. The 
variable cost depends on d1e type ofbra.in matter we use." 

"I don't tmderstand" Floyd replies. 
The doctor states, "Well, I can get three ounces of pltll11ber brain for $15,000 

or three ounces of mathematician brain would nm about $10,000. 
Floyd dunks a while and then asks the doctor "Is there any chance d1at this 

new brain matter would help me with a new career?" 
"Why, yes!" the doctor answers, 'W e have found great evidence that happens 

&equendy. What did you have in mind?" 
''I've always kinda thought it would be cool to fly helicopters." 
"Could you be a bit more specific?" d1e doctor asks. 
'Y eal1!" Floyd responds, "It'd be cool to be a Cav pilot." 

I'll Give You $20, If ... 
A newly retired helicopter pilot was walking down rhe street, on !us way 

to a retired helicopter pilots breakfas t, when he was accosted by a particu­
larly dirry and shabby-looking homeless man who asked him for a couple 
of dollars for a meal. 

The retired helicopter pilot rook our his wallet, extracted a twenty dollar 
bill and asked the guy, "If I give you dlis money, will you buy some beer 
with it instead of food?" 

"No, I had to srop drinking many years ago when I was a helicopter 
pilot," the homeless man replied. 

"You were once a helicopter pilot?" 
"Yes," the homeless 

~r~!~~g!!gp::(f' man replied. "I 
·'1 f fl ew fo r 12 

Hi-Tech 

years, until I was 
fired for drink­
ing on duty and I 
los t my retire­
ment after wreck-

ing a helicopter the 
same day." 

"Now, son," the doctor cautions, "you know those Cav pilots aren't really any­
thing more special than any other Army pilots. Ir's mosdy just brag." 

'Tell me, Doc," Floyd presses, "how much would three ounces of Cav pilot 
brain cost me?" 

'Well," the doctor says, "I'll have to d1eck the catalogue." He pulls a large book 
off d1e she!£ pages du:ough it and states, 'Three owKes of Cav pilot brain will 
cost $382,000." 

Floyd's d1est pul:IS our a bit and then he asks, 'T ell me. Doc just why is dm 
there Cav pilot brain so a.p:nsive?" 

The doctor sn1iles at hin1 gently and says, "Son, do you have any idea how 
many of those Cav pilots we have to kill to get three ounces ofbrain?" 

Al Roettger 
Greyhound 17, '70-'7 l 

E-Mail : 

"Will you use th.is $20 ro only buy donuts and coffee instead of buying 
nutritious food?" "No, I don't waste time with sugary foods," the home­
less man said . . "I need to spend all my time trying to stay alive and eat as 
well as I can." 

"Will you spend ti-Us $20 on greens fees at a golf course instead of good 
food?" "Are you nuts?" replied the homeless man. "I haven't played golf in 
20 years since I was fired from d1e company." 

"Will you spend the money on a woman over in the red light Tender­
loin District instead of buying good food?" "What disease would I get for 
a lousy twenty bucks? I hare hookers!" exclaimed the homeless man. 

"W ell," said the retired helicopter pilot, "I'm not going to give you tl1e 
money now. Instead, I'm going ro take you to a terrific helicopter pilot's 
breakfast around the corner and get you to tell tl1e retired helicopter pilots 
your story, and then you get the money." 

The homeless man was astounded. "W on't these fellows be forious with 
you for doing that? I know I'm dirty and I probably smell pretty disgust­
ing, man." 

T he retired helicopter pilot replied, "Thar's okay. Ir's important fo r 
them all to see what a helicopter pilot looks like after he has given up beer, 
donuts, golf and sex." 

Email: lnfo @HiTechHelicopters.net 

• Want Some Stid~ Time? 
• Can you still hover this trainer? 

• Call Us for special VHPA Member 
reduced rate 

If you live near Mt. Pocono, PA or El~in, NC or may be passing through, 
.lj C Fl W 'th U 1 Call us at (570) 839-0550 in PA or (336) 366-3563 in NC. 

orne Y 1 s. Cr . Logged Time with rated IP in fully insured aircraft 
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BASE JUMPING OUT OF A LOH 
By john Shafer, Scalphunter 18 

BASE jm11ping, also sometimes written 
as B.A.S.E. jumping, is an activity where 
participants jump from fixed objects and 
use a parachute to break their fall. "BASE" 
is an acronym that stands for four cate­
gories of fixed objects from which one can 
jump: buildings, antennas, spans (bridges), 
and earth (cliffs). Evidently Wikipedia 
needs to add a Loach to their definition - J. 
Shafer. 

how do I say this, real deliberate and slow on 
the draw with his M-60. That was 'GAY­
LORD'. I still believe it would have worked. 

I was in B Troop 7th/ 17th Air Cav sta­
tioned at Camp Holloway near Pleiku. 
We flew most of our missions in hunter 
killer teams consisting of two LOH (OH-
6) Scours (callsign Scalphunter); two AH-
1 Cobra gunships (call sign Undertaker) 
and one UH-1 Huey flying as C&C (call 
sign Pallbearer). 

Five Scalphunters share a lighter moment back at Camp Hol­
loway in 1971. (From left to right) Garland Hines, Bob Van­
Schoick, John Shafer {our Author), Leroy Westra (KIA 
5/25/71) and Bob Stevens. 

After Capt. Black crashed through the 
trees, Garland and I could see the flames and 
smoke from the burning LOH; so we started 
to lower our way down through the trees. All 
d1e time I'm asking Garland to tell me how 
to keep the tail rotor clear. Garland gives me 
the strange look again, but he tells me which 
way to move d1e tail rotor and how close the 
trees are to the rotor blades on his side. I'm 
watclling my side and the front. We both see 
the burning LOH below us with Sgr. Mills 
out cold and trapped inside, along with a 
couple of ARYN's. We could not see what 
happened to Capt. Black but we knew he 
was down in d1at mess somewhere. 

LOH's flew with the pilot in the right 
seat and an observer in the left seat man­
ning an M-60 machine gun. When you 
started scout pilot training, however, the 
"trainee" usually flew a few hours in the 
observer position to learn how the scouts 
worked. 

It was March 6, 197 1. We were flying in 
the Tri-border area southwest of fire base 
Ben H er. Scalphunter lead was Capt. John 
Black with his observer Sgr. Rick Mills. I 
was flying his wing, as Scalphunter One 
Eight. My observer that day was WO 1 
Garland Hines. We called him 'GAY­
LORD'. 

While on a mission, we received a call regarding a South Vietnamese 
(ARYN) ground unit. They were retreating from an attack on their fire­
base. Because they were still being chased, we decided to locate the ml.it. 
Once located, we would guide them to an LZ for an extraction by the 
Pallbearers. We found the unit on the side of the mountain and attempt­
ed to direct them down to the LZ. The terrain, however, was so steep, 
and the LZ was to far away, that there wasn't enough time to do so. 
Instead, the ARYN'S blew up some trees so we could take our LO H's in 
to where we could then touch the front of our skids on the mountainside. 
Then the ARYN's (2 at a ti.me), could climb on board and be reposi­
tioned to the LZ. 

NOW THIS AIN'TNO @#A&! This went well for three of four sor­
ties and Scalphunter lead went in to take another load. As they were 
about to leave the mountainside, however, there was some gunfire. The 
ARYN's panicked and a few more jlll11ped onto Lead's aircraft as he was 
pulling away. He inlmediately started to bleed off rotor RPM's as the 
added weight rook its roll. Capt. Black headed down the mountainside 
trying to build up enough speed to fly out of there. Unfortunately, it did 
not work; they went down, crashing through over a htmdred feet of trees 
and bamboo. 

As Capt. Black was starting to leave the mountainside, I rold Garland to 
"shoot the trees beneath Lead". Garland gave me this real strange look and 
said "What d1e hell are you talking about". Again I said, "Shoot the trees, 
THIS AIN'T NO @#A&! Shoot the trees, shoot d1e trees"! I wanted 
hin1 to shoot the trees to scare the ARYN's so d1ey would let go of the 
LO H 's skids and Capt Black would have the power to fly away. You need 
to understand, that Garland was dlis good ole boy from Missouri ... and 

I start telling Garland "jmnp"; and again 
the strange look. He tells me 'We are too 
high for me to jmnp". So, I continue letting 
down while I again tell him to "jmnp"; bless 
his heart, he is still giving me this real 
strange look. He repeats d1e "It's too high" 
response. So, I continue down, he's still 
clearing the tail rotor and d1e rotor blades, 
b.ut now we start cutting bamboo wid1 d1e 
rotor blades. I again tell him to "jmnp"; he 
gives me this wild-eyed look like you crazy 
blartk-a-d-blank. The blank-a-d-blank was 
not "you crazy FNG" but more like you 
"crazy Mfer", and now dlinking back about 

it, I should have corrected him at the time by telling him that Barbara and 
I had not had any kids yet so I could not be "a crazy Mfer". 

So, I continue cutting more and more bamboo as we go down, then all 
of a sudden my LOH really starts rocking back and forth, I look over and 
THIS AIN'T NO @#A&! - Garland was gone. He had jumped from 
over fifty feet high! 

Upon llitting the ground, I mean reaclling the grom1d Garland went 
over and pulled Sgt Mills and the ARYN's out of the wreckage, and then 
found Capt. Black in all that mess as well. He managed to drag all of 
d1em away from the aircraft just before it exploded. He went on to give 
them first aid, positioned them under a hovering Pallbearer and lashed 
d1e injured people to a jungle penetrator so they could be taken out. Gar­
land later climbed out on a rope ladder. 

I don't believe Garland ever flew as my observer again. I have never 
understood why, I guess that was just him being 'GAYLORD'. Twenty­
three days lateF Garland got into another one of my war stories and this 
one ended his Vietnam tour. That is a story is for another time. 

Garland Hines continued on in the military to serve our country for 
over twenty-seven years facing combat in both Desert Storm and Somalia. 
I also understand that both John Black and Rick Mills went on in d1e mil­
itary and served our cotmtry until d1eir retirement. 

This was the first War Story told at the 2006 remlion in Wasllingron 
DC; the first retulion that had War Stories along with the HPF s. VHP A 
HQ may still have that DVD available for purchase. Give them a call at 1-
800-505-8472 to order. 

John Shafer, Scalphunrer 18 
Oct 70 - Oct 7 1 

EC Mid-Term Member at Large 



Written by Christopher Oelerich, 
who served with B/7I17 CA V in 

1969-70, Merry Christmas and a 
Happy PTSD is about his 40-year struggle with alco­

holism and PTSD, and the ways he has learned to lead 
what he now calls "a pretty darn good life." His initial 
challenge was fully accepting the fact that he had a drink­
ing problem and PTSD. Only then was Chris able to 
make any real progress in dealing with them. 

INVASION OF LAOS, 1971 
Lam Son 719 

By Robert 0. Sander 
$29 .95 HARDCOVER · 304 PAGES· 14 B&W ILLUS., 6 MAPS 

In Invasion of Laos, 197 1, Robert D. Sander chronicles the 
po lit ical plann ing and military execution of one o f t he most 

costly losses of the Vietna m War. A powerfu l work of mi litary 
a nd po litical history, t hi s book offers eloquent testimo ny t hat 
"fai lure, like success, cannot be measured in abso lute terms ." 

~ UNIVERSITY OF Ol<LAHOMA PRESS 

8 00 627 73 77 · OUPRESS.COM l'J CJ Youiilm!l 

Avoid the potential tax withholding loss 
of 20% of your retirement plan distribution 

Shape an investment strategy to fit your situat ion 

YOUR STIFEL FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
IS WITHIN EASY REACH! 

STIFEL 
Investment Services Since 1890 

Robert Potvin 
Vice President/ Investments 

(231) 995-7004 I (51 7) 519-791 8 ce ll I (800) 235-9031 

potvinr@stifel.com 
202 East State Street, Sui te 300 I Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

Stifel , Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated I Member SIPC and NYSE 
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By David Adams 
On November 7th, 2013, the incredible flight team of Austin and 

Travis CoW1ty, Texas' ST AR FLIGHT program had the pleasure 
of hosting a Reunion between one of their helicopters and a man 
who once served with her in Vietnam almost forty five years earlier. 

The Front Cover phoro ofour July/ August 2013 issue of the 
VHPA Aviator documented their last meeting. Huey 67-17659 
was looking prerry bad after being almost completely destroyed in a 
crash on May 19, 1969. Three days later, a very gratefo.l Reggie 
Kenner posed for a photo from the Crew Chiefs position of his air­
craft he had been occupying during the crash, 17659 was on her way 
stateside for a complete rebuild. 

ST AR Flight's offer to host the Reunion was met with not only 

Front Cover photo - Issue 31-04 of the VHPA 
Aviator. Reggie, in his combat flight position, 
has his photo taken a few days after the crash of 
Huey67-17659 

Wow - does sitting here bring back some 
memories! 

Reggie's acceptance, but accompanying him and his wife CaiTOll were others furniliar with either 17659, her crew and/or her unit (B Company, 158th Aviation 
Battalion) on that futefol day. Among those were Donna Sakenes, the wife of the NC (WO 1 Ed "Snake" Sakenes) the day of the crash and who has since passed 
away; Sandra Schultz, the sister of Ed Sakenes and her husband Rich (who is himself a Purple Heart recipient earned while serving in the Cavin Vietnam); Greg 
Moody, a pilot who flew in Vietnam with C Company, l 58th "Phoenix" and was a flight school classmate of Ed Sakenes and Jin1 Thurman, a former Comanchero 
g1mship pilot who flew with Reggie before he moved over from the Comand1eros to the Lmcers. 

Representing Travis CoW1ty' ST AR Flight group that day were Lisa Block, The Public Infom1ation Officer for Travis Colli1ty Emergency Services and Willy 
Culberson, STAR Flight's Director ofFlight Operations and Chief Pilot. It should also be noted that just six days before this Reunion, Travis Cmmry's STAR 
Flight tea.in spent 16 hours making32 flood rescues when Onion Creek, located just 12 miles south of downtown Austin, swelled to a level of41 feet above flood 
stage. The men and women of ST ARFlight did an incredible job of saving lives that Halloween evening, they also did and incredible job of hosting this Reunion. 

I won't go into a lot of details about our Reunion, most of the highlights you Kl Jl;j I ~---~· 
can discern for yourself just by reading the photo captions. I will let you know '' \ 
that Reggie felt the entire event was a little too much about himself and he 
would have preferred that it be more about every member of the crew that day, 
something I feel almost any Vietnam Vet would feel in sinillai· cirCUlnsrai1ces. 

While permission had been obtained for both Reggie and Dave Wilson (Ed 
Sakeness' co-pilot that futefol day) to ride in ST AR Flight's Huey, illness 
forced Dave to miss the reunion. Instead Reggie and Jan had to settle for a ride 
in one of ST AR Flights newer aircraft, an EC 45 Eurocopter. Seems that 
17569 revealed a broken transmission oil filter molli1t during her preflight ear­
lier that morning. 'That wasn't the fust time this has happened" conunenred 
Reggie, her old Crew Chief, "but I suspect that she might remember the last 
time we all went flying together and like me, she also doesn't want to go 
through THAT again!" 

David.Adams 
Editor of the VHPAAviator 

Gr 

On the night before the 
Reunion, Reggie salutes the 
memory of their pilot that day 
Ed Sakenes. "It it wasn't for his 
incredible flying skills, I proba­
bly wouldn't be here 45 years 
later to enjoy this day". 

Guests of the ST AR Flight hosted Reunion gather around 17569 for a group photo. They included Willy Culber­
son, STAR Flight's Chief Pilot (in his blue flight suit 3rd from the lefr), Lisa Block, PAO for STAR Flight and 
Travis County, Texas (5th from left) and Reggie Kenner himself (6th from left). 

All Austin photos courtesy of Timothy Pruitt Aviation Photography: http://tpruittphoto.smugmug.com 

Reggie and Jan Kenner pose before boarding 
for their ride in a STAR Flight Eurocopter 

Reggie shares his copy of the VHPA Aviator and 
talks about his tour in Vietnam with the others 
attending the Reunion and their ST AR Flight hosts. 

Willy Culberson and Reggie Kenner share a few 
minutes after visiting 17659 
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WANTED 
Helicopter Memorabilia 
from the Vietnam War 

Unit specific items · Patches , Uniforms, 

Headgear, Flight Gear, Calling Cards, 

Souvenirs AND Captured Bad Guy Items! 

Army- Navy-Air Force - Marine Corp 

Assault - Cavalry - Trans - Medical Rescue etc. 

Fair Prices Paid 
Help Preserve Your History! 

Not for Profit 
References Available 

·~ Contact: John Conway 
, · ~~.,, JPConway@sbcglobal.net 

_.=-. - www.vhpamuseum.org 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

TIMBERLINE AIR SERVICE specializes in h igh-altitude 
helicopter support for ski lift construction, but also does frost con­
trol, power line work, roof top placement of HV AC unit s, cell phone 
tower construction, aerial fish restocking, and fire fighting for Ore­
gon Department of Forestry. Average yearly gross earnings are in the 
$500,000 to $700,000 r~nge using only a single aircraft. 

Conveying with the sale is the two complete and flyable UH -IE/Ls which 
form the heart of the business, both aircraft are fully serviceable and come 
complete with fresh paint; also conveying are an UH-lM Army gunship 
(project aircraft) and an UH-lL Navy gunship (unflyable). There are military 
records for all the aircraft and civilian records for the E/Ls and the L model, 
also included in the sale is a huge 30-year inventory of spares, supplies, special 
tools, gtound support equipment, etc, - enough to keep they flying for years! 

Professional Restoration & Digitizing 
• Slides 
• Photos 
• Negatives 
• Documents 

One image enhanced at a time. 
No batch processing. 
Save your family legacy bef©[e it's too late! 

Ned Crimmin 
TSgt, USAF, Ret 
USAFSS fntelligence Analyst 1964-74 

USAF Admin Supervisor 1974-83 

Tours or Duty: 

1963-64 Basic Lackland AFB, Tx 

1964-68 RAF Chicksunds, England 

1968-71 NSA Ft. Meade, Md. 

1971-74 Osan AB , ROK 

1974-83 Vandenberg AFB, Ca 

1.509.523.4213 
email: 

khabt114@frontier.com 

VHPA Satisfied Clients 

- Dan Fox 

- John Shafer 

- John Penny 

- Lanny Julian 

- Terry Opdahl 

- Korean War Vet Satisfied Client 

Kenny Hames Photos of War Tour 

1952-53 Heartbreak Ridge & Sugarloaf 

vemon 
graphics I promotions 

• 
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"Maddog" 
We had a little pooch who flew with us. Guess 

you could say he was mine because he slept beside 
my bunk and was small enough to curl up under 
my seat in the slick - but he was beloved by all. 
And of course we chopper crews all remember 
peeing under the tail boom whenever we could, and Maddog would 
line up there to go with us, but because he was a native he squatted to 
pee like a bitch. And here's a brief bit about how else he could be a 
bitch: 

One fine day we were doing a little shark hunting off the coast of 
Quinon, bur didn't score so headed back to shore at about 15 feet ASL. 
Well, up to clus time Maddog had only ever crawled in and out from 
under my seat from the rear - until then, when Murphy's Law took 
over. From how I've set this scenario up you can probably quess what 
happened - bur now add t!Us element for some serious drama: 

At only 15' ASL and doing 100 knots, we were about 500 yards and 
50 feet below the height of a beach side bluff when Maddog chose to 
climb into my lap between cl1e seat and the cyclic. And I chose for us to 
not die on account of a dumb dog, so at the last possible instant I 
yanked back on me stick as hard as I could regardless of whether this 
action broke his neck or not. 

We cleared the bluff by inches. Maddog let out a screech of shock and 
pain that sounded like he'd been grievously injured, and he did tread 
delicately for tl1e next few days, but fully recovered and never did that 
again. Instead he became a lush, begging beer from the all too willing 
pilots who loved watching him struggle to get his legs to function in 
synch. 

Roger Stockham 
E-Mail: 

High Times in the 0 Club 
July 17, 197 1, dark thirry, Lane Army Airfield, An Son, RVN, II 

Corp, 6lst AHC, IL T, Pete Thompson, Starblazer 15, gunslup pla­
toon all is calm for a band at the 0 Club. No stand by tonight. The 
0 Club was located at the top of a steep hill from our hooches 
down below. The more a person imbibed the steeper the hill. 
About halfWay down there was a long large iron I-beam should a 
pilot lose his footing on cl1e pea gravel and began to 
leave DNA on cl1e steep slope until the I-beam put a 
halt to his accelerated descent. 

On the way up to the 0 Club, being a novice natu­
ralist, I noticed a large amount of bullfrogs croaking 
and leaping about looking for love or avoiding it, 
either way just doing what bullfrogs do at night ... .I 
wonder why female bullfrogs aren't call cowfrogs? .. . 

I went into the 0 Club and saw the band had set 
up cl1eir instruments in stands on stage. They were 
from the some country in the region and I believe 
their knowledge of english was very limited except 
for the current popular t1mes of the day. 

I had played in a dance band in high school and 
seeing all the instruments set up took me back to 
those days. The saxophone was sitting in its' stand 
with the large opening called the bell just waiting to 
be played, or played with. I went outside and cap­
tured a bullfrog and put it in the sax without any­
body noticing me. 

The band came out, picked up their instrwnents, most all eyes turned 
to them. The very first song was 'Jeremiah was a bull­

frog, was a friend of mine, never understood a word 
he said b_~1t I helped him drink his wine ... " sud­
denly all eyes were on the sax player and every­
body laughing pointing at the band that began 
to freak out at the gush laugher of all us crazy 
pilots. The bullfrog had crawled up to cl1e lip of 
the bell and was looking dazed at all the noise. 
The sax player looked at his horn and saw the 
bullfrog and dumped him on cl1e stage. I imme­
diately grabbed him and put him outside with 
an honorary Air Medal. Anybody out cl1ere 
remember that night? 

The date was my birthday which was not cele­
brated except for me giving the guys a gift of 
laughter. 

Pete Thompson 

E-Mail:········ 

Pete Thompson in the summer of 71 in the "ghost 
town" of what was LZ English. "My first week in 
country we flew cover as the last of the l 73rd, the 
last Americans on the ground, out of the mountains. 
At night you could hear nails being ripped out of 
boards as LZ English was being moved to Bong Song 
along with an occasional burst of gun fire over the 
top of the LZ. Notice the guy sleeping under the 
chopper as we sought shelter from the hot sun. I did 
not like it there.• 
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The Cub Inn is a 5,000-square-foot log 
cabin that offers unique charm that blends 
our love of aviation with the great outdoors. 
Located in California's Sierra Nevada moun­
tains just 25 miles from Yosemite National 
Park, our five guest rooms sleep either two 
or four people, and they all feature a private 
bath. 
Our guests start each day with a hearty 
country breakfast and are also invited to 
join us in the living room each evening to 
enjoy a glass of wine and a light snack. 
The Cub Inn is the life-long dream of hus­
band and wife team, Piper Cub owner and Ii!~~~~~~~~ 
pilot Charleen Beam and VHPA Life Mem­
ber Joe Riley. 

Full details and booking information 
are available on our website: 

TheCublnn.com 
Or call us at: 209-962-0403 

(land line) to book. 

"Good Vibrations" Full color 20" x 28" 
limited edition print. $80.00 ea . as shown, 
or $125.00 ea. customized with your unit 
markings. Highly detailed. Price includes 
postage. Prints are signed and numbered 

by the artist. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Joe Kline Aviation Art 
6420 Hastings Place 

Gilroy, CA 95020 
408-842-6979 

klinejd569@aol.com 
www.joeklineart.com 
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The day my Draft Board ordered me home from Vietnam ..... 
to be drafted into the Army byBillBengtson 

Ir was a dark and stormy night - actu­

ally it was just a rainy day in Viernam 
when my CO srormed over ro rake a 
bite our of my bu tr - bur I digress ... 
Here's rhe full srory, and truly this is 
how it happened 

I graduated High School back on 
1969,. Since I was only sevenreen at the 
time and I planned ro immediately join 
the Army, I never bothered ro register 
with the Selective Service. My older 
brother was already well through OCS 
and abour ro leave for Viernam. He 
had enthralled me with enough tall tales 
and fonny stories that I never thought 
of doing anything else. 

Sure enough, six months later, still only sevenreen years old and now fi:esh out 
of High School, I joined the Army. I was even "promised" a shot at W~t 
Officer Flight Training" afi:er Basic Training. Tums out that early Army Life 
was for me - I breezed my way through both Basic and Warrant Officer Flight 
Training. I did so well, in fucr, that I was selected for CH47 Qualification. Of 
course, along with the offer (carrot) was the requirement (stick) that I had to 
d1ange my starus fi:om being a Soldier with a set ETS date to a Regular Army 
Officer with a Voluntary Indefinite end of service date. Again - that wasn't a 
problem - afi:er all I loved the stateside/being in-training part of the Army. 

But all too soon the inspections, the training and the Parades were all over and 
it was also time for me ro deploy ro Viernam. March of 1971 found me report­
ing into my new/first ever combat w1it - the 2nd Bligade of lOlst Airborne 
Division stationed at Hue City, Viernam. 

I won't lie by saying that I was still "in love" with being a Chinook Pilot in the 
Army in Vietnam when December of 1971 rolled around. Yes the missions 
were still exciting and the combat was addictive, but the ins, outs, and frustra­
tions of being a small part of a big machine had grown preny old preny fut. 
Then ... one day I went ro mail call and discovered my ticket home. 

There is was - a letter fi:om my 'mends and neighbors 'of my local Drafi: 
Board. It advised me that I had less than two weeks ro report for induction into 
the United States Army - or else! Never mind that: the letter was mailed 
directly ro my APO address, never mind that tl1e letter was addressed ro CW2 

Repurt from our President. ... 
Respectfully submitted: Moon Mullen 

Maggie and I were proud to represenr the VHP A at the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall Education Cenrer Fw1draiser held in W ashington, DC on 21 Novem­
ber 2013. The VVMW Education Cenrer project is sponsored by tl1e Viet­
mun Veterans Memorial Fund (The VVMF) wl1id1 you may be fun1iliar witl1 
tl1rough tl1eir advertising in our Aviaror concerning tl1eir efforts ro solicit 
donations for their programs. 
We had tl1e honor of sharing our table tlm evening with Cluisropher White, 

the Vice-President of the Viernam H elicopter Crew Members Association, 
Forrest Snyder, a VHP A Life Member and !us wife Donna. Forrest is also our 
VHPA scholarsl1ip liaison to AAAA and sirs on tl1eir Sd10larsl1ip Selection 
Conm1ittee. Through his efforts, tl1is year twenty three dependents oEVHP A 
Members were awarded botl1 VHP A & AAAA scholarsl1ips. 

The fimdraiser we attended tl1at evening was for the Education Center at the 
Wall. The Center is designed to ensure our Vietnam Veteran's legacy for 
fi.1ture generations, it will stand forever as the nation's most fitting and recog­
nized tribute to our fullen. The Center will extend tl1e Vietnam Memo1ial 
Wall's tradition of honor, education and heaiing. Physically located on tl1e 

Billy Bengrson, never mind that I already was 
an officer in the Regular Army of the United 
States - In less than two weeks I was being 
ordered to report to our local induction station 
for in-processing- or else! 

Always being one ro obey an order, I inmledi­
ately went ro our U11it Orderly Room, showed 

_ _ them my letter and asked for their help in get-
ting me released fi:om the Army and ticketed for travel back ro stateside. I just 
couldn't wait to report for induction! "Cool!" said our clerk, "I will be glad ro 
help you go home Sir!" 

Then another orderly room clerk noted while he was preparing my paper­
work for the CO' s signature, that one of the blocks on tl1e letter said that I had 
also "volw1teered for induction" and fi:om that little entry he deduced that all 
one had ro do ro get out ofViernan1, was ro 611 out the san1e form showing that 
they also "volw1teered for induction". Surely the san1e process would work for 
them as well as it had for me. And as they say - the rout was on! By two days 
later that guy and at least 44 other enlisted men in our Company had subn1itted 
their own forms ro "Volunteer for Induction"; afi:er all, the drafi: boards back 
home evidently needed lots of warm bodies ro 611 all those combat slots in Viet­
nam! 

My dreams of going home all came ro an end when my very angry and red­
fuced CO finally cornered me in our little dub. He took a big bite out of my 
butt while telling me in no tmcertain tenns tl1at I wasn't going anywhere - and 
ro quit 61linghis men's minds with pure B.S.! 

I have never fow1d out just who was responsible for sending me tl1at drafi: 
notice, I suspect it was my brother, He was dating one of the secretary's of our 
drafi: board at the tin1e and he probably talked her inro sending it ro me as a 
joke. But for one or two glorious nights I really had dreams of going home early, 
and not even caring if my butt would be folly intact when I got there. 

National Mall itself, tl1e Cenrer will insure our stories and sacrifices will never 
be forgotten. TI1e Cenrer is being entirely fi.mded with p1ivate donations and 
for addition information on how you can help this project, go to : 

www.vvmforg 

Left to righr...Moon and Mamie Mullen, Christq>her White, Donna Snyder and Forrest Sn)'icr 
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"Farmers Daughter" 
Once upon a time, after the Vietnam War, there was this fom1er heli­

copter pilot caught by nightfall's rapid approach with commensurately 
dwindling visibiliry, he knew he had better find a field FAST! Our intre­
pid aviator at the last minute gets a glimpse of a field of new mown hay 
through a hole in the clouds and drops down. 

Relieved at his goodforrune, he lands and hovers d ose to a nearby fum­
house. The funner comes out onto the fi:om porch and says, 'You can 
spend the night in the barn, but stay away fi:om my daughter." 

As he lay down, starting to doze off, said daughter brought hin1 a plate 
of supper. The conversation led to romance and the fumer's number one 
rule was broken. As dawn broke our hero got!onggone. 

Some seven years later, the pilot passed over the furn and decided to 

land and pay a visit. However, on short final on an approach to the 
house, he saw a six-year-old boy standing in the fi:ont yard with the object 
of his former passion. The daughter, sensing his question said, 'Yes, this is 
your son." 

"Why didn't you let me know, I would've done the right thing," he said. 
The daughter then replied, /,/'' 
"Our whole funily discussed it, • 

even prayed about it in church, r: 
but in the end we thought it •• . 
was better to have a bastard in · ~~'!. 
the family than a helicopter 
pilot." 

Author unknown, story sent 
to us by Member Ron MiU.er. 

-

T wo o ld e r ve t e r an s bega n 
remini sci n g abo ut the i r mili ­
t ary exper ien ces w hile si tting 
in the local p ark . 

J i m aske d B o b , " D o yo u 
r e m e mb e r th a t s tu ff th ey 
used to put in o ur coffee du r­
ing the wa r, t o m ak e us forge t 
abou t wo m en ?" 

Bo b r eplied , "Hmm, I thin k 
yo u m ean saltpe t e r. " 

Jim repli ed , "Yep , tha t 's th e s tuff. I think it' s beginning t o 
wo rk !" 

While I was in the third grade, our teacher said, "Quit staring out 
the window, because when you grow up, no one will pay you to sit 
there and just look out the window".. . 

Guess I showed her .... . . 
Courtesy of Member Clifford Gast0n 
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An Update on the 31st Reunion of the VHPA 
By Mike Law, Chairman of the 
VHP A Reunion Committee 

Speaking for the VHP A Executive 
CowKil, d1e Headquarters Staff, a11d the 
entire Reunion Committee - I cordially 
invite you to attend the VHPA's 31st 
Aru1ual Rel!l1ion in Louisville from Tues­
day, July 1st through Saturday, July 5th 
2014 at The Galt House. We have a won­
derfi.u party plaimed for you, your fumily, 
ai1d your friends! 'JLISt Add Bourbon!" is a 
favorite expression of Louisvillians ai1d 
Kentuckiai1s usually said with a big smile! 

The J ai1/Feb issue of The Aviator devot­
ed ten pages to the Retmion. TI1e Retmion 
has five in d1is issue- by design. TI1e leader­
ship tea.!11 determined years ago mat mere 
is litde value in reprinting me sai11e infor­
mation in issues after "the big one" in 
Jai1/Feb. TI1erefore, me Rel!l1ion informa­
tion in d1is issue is more along me lines of a 
sitrep with ai1 updated event schedule ai1d registration form. So, here are 
SEVEN points for your consideration. 

First, THANK YOU! -
please don't procrastinate! 

WE THANK ALL who registered early! We have now sold out six events; 
bomJim Bea111 tours on 3 Jttly, the Breakfust on d1e Belle cruise, me trip to Fort 
Knox, d1e dinner at d1e Garage Bai· a11d me #2 UPS fucility tour. To help we 
have added a Victoria11 Tea wid1 d1e DAR event ai1d we've beefed up d1e Night 
at me Ballpark event. This one should be a lot of fi.m, only $34 per/ person for 
row1d trip trai1sportation, a.!1 alJ you Ca.!1 eat buffi:t diJmer, great Seats for me balJ 
game ai1d a fireworks show to close out d1e evening. More d1a11 50% of d1e 
VHPA's hotel room block has been reserved. I'd guess 150% of me Northern 
Alabai11a Chapter has already signed up! [They put a smile on my fuce!!] The 
Ohio River LZ Chapter has d1eir final "ready, get set, go" meeting coming up 
soon. All good! We spend lOO's of hours plaimingyour party~ it's nice to see 
people nirning out in large numbers! 

Second, the VHP A Reunion Committee 
wants you to VOLUNTEER 

Ya gorra love Bob Hainilton, President of d1e Ohio River LZ Chapter. He 
has 'ca111ped out' on my email inbox ai1d won't go away w1til me Retmion 
Commirtee provides a "Duty Roster" - dates, tasks, number of people needed, 
etc. Well - d1e listofvolw1teer opportwuties is LONG! Big party- big list- go 
figure!?! Some are easy- Bus Captain on a tour bus. Some are critical- redeem­
ing T-Shitt tickets or passing out packets to d1ose who preregistered. Some get 
toworkwid1 theHQladies - taking tickets at d1edoor. Some cai1 get dirtywid1 
Mike Law - installing ai1d removing The Traveling Wall in Waterfront Park 
All are ENJOY ABLE ai1d a special oppomuuty to WORK wid1 a11d for od1er 
VHPA'ers. Yes it is true - d1e Oluo River LZ guys ai1d gals get 'first crack' at fill­
ing d1e slots on d1e 'Duty Roster', but by me end ofFebmary it will appear on 
www.vhpa.org along,vid1 a form you cai1 subnut to Rebecca Bitde to voltmteer. 

Third, the start time for the Combat Assault 
reenactment has moved to 4 pm on July 4th. 

After farther review, d1e Waterfront Park officials decided to relocate Ameri­
cai1 Huey 369's Combat Assault Reenactment.from d1e Notd1 Great Lawn to 
Big Four Lawn ai1d to adjLISt d1e time from 5pm to 4pm. [Refer to Waterfront 

Park Map on www.vhpa.org and/or Google 
"waterfront park map Louisville."] The ramiflca­
tions to the Reunion are rhat we need to move 
people earlier than plaimed and further away from 
the hotel. I had to smile! How mai1y times did we 
latmcl1 for a CA in Vietnain (hw1cL:eds a day I'd 
guess!) a11d acn1ally go into the designated LZ at 
the plarmed time? Stay flexible my friends. 

Fourth, please look to www.vhpa.org for 
all your Reunion needs 

This VHP A Rewuon literally has a htmdred 
'moving parts' a11d several 'first time' events beside 
d1e obvious - conling to Louisville a11d TI1e Galt 
House hotel. Previously all the Reunion event 
details were only in me Online Rewuon Registra­
tion Application ( ORRA). Once you've registered, 
you ca11' t go back into 0 RRA a11d see those details. 
Dumb! Now we copied all those details onto 
www.vhpa.org. See me ''Tour ai1d Event Details" 
on me Rewuon Information page. Bom ORRA 
ai1d d1e Rewlion Information pieces are updated 

several times a week So as GREAT as The Aviator is [a11d it is GREAT!!] -
d1ere is no way we ca11 commw1icate details a11d stams to you wim printed 
media. Please, please L1Se www.vhpa.org. 

Fifth, book your Mini-Reunion NOW! 
VHP A Rewlions are all about renewing old a11d making new friends based 

on our common bonds forged when we were soldiers once a11d young. The 
Morning Report helps you see who is currently conling. Common 'mistake' - I 
rw1 a11 article in The Aviator telling eve1yone about our flight class rel!l1ion ~ 
but I get to the Rel!l1ion ai1d nothing is scheduled!!! Dal1! You have to conunu-
1ucate wid1 Rebecca. If you wai1t a Mini-Rewuon room form a11d procedure -
where? "Click here" on d1e Rewuon Information page jLISt under d1e Rernuon 
Logo. Please, please invite your friends a11d pla11 on having a good time. 

Sixth - We have some confusion arising over the prices for the 
Group Dinner's planned for the ev<:ningofTuesday,July 1st. 

The price shown in last issue's Aviator's version of the Rewlion Registration 
Form shows both restatira11ts are p1iced at $39.00 per/person. Twns out that 
p1ice is only for diimer at Patrick O'Shea' S, me price for diimer at Doc Crows is 
set at $46.00 per/person. Please fill out your Registration Form accordii1gly. 

Seventh - We are in "Full Recruitment Mode" 
for the Vendor Room at this year's Reunion! 

If you have a product mat you feel our Members ai1d d1eir guests would love 
to see, or if you know of a vendor that you would like to join LIS at d1e Rernuon 
or even if you know of a product you think would be well received by our Mem­
bers ai1d meir guests, please let us know. 

TI1ere will also be a11 'Authors Area' in d1e Vendor Room. Please let LIS know 
if you have wtirten a book or know of someone d1at has written a book a11d 
wmud like to display it in d1e Vendor Room. TI1is is me perfect time for our 
Members a11d d1eir guests to add ai1 "Author signed a11d dedicated" copy of a 
book tO your collection! 

If you wottld like to sign up as a Vendor, Book Seller or Exlubitor for d1is 
year's remuon, please go to our website at www.vhpa.org a11d download d1e 
Vendor/ Book Seller/ Exlubiror Contract, Waiver ai1d Vendor/Book Sell­
er/Exl1ibitor Policy Rules & Regulations. Questions? Call HQ at 800-505-
8472 or email Sherry Rodgers at sherry@vhpa.org. 
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TAKE A TRIP BACK IN TIME ,..,, WITH AMERICAN HUEY 369 
Imagine for a moment one of your grandchildren saying, 

"Grandpa, I see that picture on the wall of you in Vietnam 
standing next to a helicopter but I would really like to 

know ... How did they fly? What did they sound like? How 
did you carry soldiers i.ri them? What was it like to land in a 
combat formation?" 

Today, most of the Vietnam Era helicopters your grandchil­
dren will ever see are "on a stick" in a park, a photo in a book or 
maybe if they' re lucky, a video clip on YouT ube or TV 

But this year, as part of our Annual Reunion, you can take 
your grandkids to Waterfront Park on the 4th of July and 
answer a lot of their questions the right way. First they can 
look at the American Veterans Traveling Tribute (AVTT) 
Wall, an 80% sized replica of the famous Vietnam War 
Memorial Wall in Washingron D.C. where you can point out 
the names of those you knew from flight school or while you 
were in Vietnam. It is important that your grandkids "know" 
that these men have a special place in your soul and will never 
be forgotten. Then you can walk towards the river and check 
out the static display of two of the American Huey 369 Foun­
dation's UH-lH's along with VHPA member Peter Bales' 
OH-6.A LOH. Here they can also speak with the 
"Wolfhounds" a group of living historians that portray the 
"grunts" of the C Company, 1/27 Infantry, 25th Infantry 
Division as they were in Vietnam. 

After lunch and perhaps some ice cream, you can all go back 
to the VHPA bus stop and catch the next ride to the Big Four 
Lawn because there, at about 4 pm on the 4th ofJuly, all the 
200,000+ assembled spectators will thrill to the sight of a 
Combat Assault Reenactment. Now that's what we're talking 
about - these special events will go a long way towards answer­
ing everyone's questions. 

When we were soldiers once and young, we filled the sky 
with Huey's. Frankly, we don't know if the members of the 
VHPA will ever have an opportunity like this again. 
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OFFICIAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
See our Website at: WWW. VH PA. 0 r g for the latest details and to register for the Reunion 

Monday - June 30 
2:00 pm - 8:00 pm Registration & Tour Desk open 
2:00 pm - 8:00 pm Pre-registration open (no T-shirt pickup) 

Tuesday - July 1 
8:00 am - 8:00 pm Registration & Tour Desk open 
8:00 am - 8:00 pm Welcome Desk & Pre-registration open 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm Fort Knox Tour w /lunch 
9:00 am - 2:30 pm Jim Beam Extended Tour #1 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Museum Tour Pass Shuttle 
9:30 am - 1:30 pm Jim Beam Basic Tour #1 
11:00 am - 11:00 pm 0' Club open 
11:00 am - 2:30 pm UPS Tour #1 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Vendor Room open 
1:00 pm - 8:00 pm T-shirt pick up available 
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm Group dinners Bourbon Row - Doc Crow's or O'Shea's 

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm Early Bird Gathering - Elvis Presley 

Wednesday - July 2 
7:30 am - 5:00 pm 
7:30 am - 5:00 pm 
8:00 am - 9:00 am 
8:00 am - 11:00 pm . 
7:30 am - 4:30 pm 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm 
10:30 am - 3:30 pm 
11:00 am - 2:30 pm 
11:00 am - 11:00 pm 
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
4:50 pm - 7:30 pm 
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

Registration open 
Welcome desk & Pre-registration open 
Breakfast w /Speaker - Clovis Jones 

Mini Remtlons/TOCs 
T-shirt pick up available 
Vendor Room open 
Churchill Downs #1 
HPF #1-AH - 64 Apache Development - Bob Stewart 

CityTour#1 
UPSTour#2 
O'Clubopen 
Horseshoe Casino #1 
Churchill Downs #2 
DAR Victorian Tea Tour 
HPF #2 - The Eady Years - CH-21s - John Givham 

Banquet seating 
Group dinners - Gar.igc Bar or English Grill at the Brown Hotel 

1st Time Attendee Reception 
Welcome Reception - Eric Clapton 

Thursday - July 3 
7:00 am - 2:00 pm Golf Outing 
7:30 am - 5:00 pm Registration Desk 
7:30 am - 9:00 am KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfast 
7:30 am - 9:00 am Breakfast w /Speaker - Joe Ponds 

8:00 am - 11:00 pm Mini-reunions/TOCs 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm Welcome Desk & Pre-registration 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm T-shirt pick up 
9:00 am - 2:30 pm Jim Beam Extended Tour #2 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Vendor Room open 
9:00 am - 10:30 am Wall Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Waterfront Park Static Display Shuttle 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Museum Tour Pass Shuttle 
9:30 am - 1:30 pm Jim Beam Basic Tour #2 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm Horseshoe Casino #2 
10:30 am - 3:30 pm City Tour #2 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm HPF #3 - History of HA(L) - 3 - Tom Phillips 

11:00 am - 11:00 pm 0' Club open 
11:30 pm - 3:30 pm Jim Beam Basic Tour #3 
12:00pm - 4:30pm Baseball Ticket Exchange (VHPA: Ball Park) 

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Qtillters Show & Tell 
5:00 pm - 10:30 pm Slugger Ball Park Special Event 

Friday - July 4 
7:00 am - 4:00 pm 
7:30 am - 10:15 am 
8:00 am - 11:00 pm 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:00 am - 11:00 pm 
11:00 am - 11:00 pm 
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
8:30 pm - 10:30 pm 

Registration/Pre-Registration/T-Shirts pick-up 
Breakfast on the Belle 
Mini-reunions/TOCs 
Vendor Room open 
Museum Tour Pass Shuttle 
Waterfront Park Static Display Shuttle 
O' Club open 
Horseshoe Casino #3 
Writers Presentation 
Mini-reunions/TOCs 
Banquet seating 
Combat Assault Reenactment 
Fireworks @ Waterfront Park 

Saturday - July 5 
7:00 am - 8:30 am Breakfast w /Speaker - Bob Hasslebein 

8:00 am - 9:30 pm Memorial Service 
8:00 am - 11:00 am Mini-reunions/TOCs 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
10:30 am - 1:30 pm 
10:00 am - 12:30 pm 
12:30 pm - 11:00 pm 
12:30 pm - 1:00 pm 
12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
5:45 pm - 10:30 pm 

Vendor Room open 
Waterfront Park Shuttle 
Museum Tour Pass Shuttle 
Registration/Pre-Registration/T-Shirts pick-up 
Spousal Event - Fun & Lunch 
Annual Business Meeting 
O'Clubopen 
Presidents Recognition 
Chapter President Meeting 
Mini-reunions/TOCs 
Banquet Seating de~k open 
Closing Banquet & Dance 

Reunion Continuing Events: 

Unit Mini-Reunions and Unit TOC's are scheduled 
daily at various times -
see schedule posted in the Registration Area 

The Vendor Room - first opens on July 1st at 1:00pm 
and remains open daily from 9:00am - 5:00pm 
through the last day of the Reunion, July 5th 

The O' Club - Open from 11:00am till 11:00pm on July 
1through4, on 5 July open 12:30pm till 5:00pm 

A daily schedule for the Museum Tour Pass shuttle 
and the Waterfront Park shuttle plus all other bus 
schedules will be posted in the Registration Area. 
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fur open positions on the VHP A's Executive Council fur this year's decti.ons 
at our 2014 Reunion in Louisville, Kentucky 

Ever consider volunteering to assist in numing VHPA? Ever feel you have 
something to contribute to the Association? Ever want to make changes in how 
things are done? Do you have THE IDEA where VHPA is concerned? Now is 
the time to step up and get involved 

The VHP A Executive Council is made up of six members elected by those 
who attend the Association's Annual Business Meeting at the Reunion each 
year. These six people vote on where the VHP A hold Reunions, approve the 
Rew1ion content and activities, approve aimual budgets, oversee and protect 
VHP A assets, direct the actions of HQ and 101 + other things that keep your 
Association runningwell. 

There are three to four appointed positions on our Executive Council; Secre­
tary I T reasurer, Legal Cow1sel, HQ Mai1ager and Rewuon Chairman. Of these 
positions only the Secretary I Treasurer cai1 vote on Association matters ai1d 
then only when there is a 3-3 deadlock ai11ong the elected Board members. 

This year, a11d every year, we need members who are interested in getting 
involved and helping ma11age VHP A and are willing to step up now. Every year 
we will hold elections for two positions; our Jwuor Member At Large (a three­
year conmutment as you will advance to both the Junior and the Senior Mem­
ber at Large positions) and the Vice President (another three-year conmutment 
as you will adva11ce through the President and the Immediate Past President 
positions). Here are the requirements to be elected to one of these positions: 

1) Be a dues current member ofVHP A 
2) Care passionately about VHP A 
3) Notify HQ of your intentions of nuu1ing for one of the two offices in writing, 

by J unel6, 2014. 
4) Attend the Arumal Business meeting in Louisville. 
5) Make a two minute address to the members present of why you wai1t to serve. 
6) Get the most votes. 

This is your chance. If you fed you have something to ofli::r, pleasevolunr.eer. 
Mike Sheuerman 

We've added a new Event to the 2014 Reunion 
Join us for a Victoria11 Tea at a historic house with the Daughters of the 

America11 Revolution (DAR)! After learning we were corning to town for the 
4tyh ofJulyweekend, they contacted us because they wa11ted "to do something 
nice for y'all." This is not a fund raising event. This is a gift to the Reunion 
attendees. 

On 2 July, from 1 to 4 pm, you ca11 join the Daughters of the American Revo­
lution for a special Victorian afternoon tea at the Women's Club of Louisville. 
The W omai1's Club was built in 1920 next to a Victoria11 home that had previ­
ously been used as their club house. They took the lot next door and built the 
present club, but still kept a11d used the Victoriai1 home next to it for special 
events. You will have the cha11ce to tour the Victorian house, the adjacent car­
riage house, and the gardens. During the traditional afternoon tea, Ms Lynn 
Renau is going to talk about 'The Southern Exposition" held in Louisville on 
the site of the present day Old Louisville. The "Southern Expo" was in the later 
patt of the Victoria11 Era. The structure was a "green house" that covered several 
acres of la11d a11d Thomas Edison installed his brand new invention, electric 
lights. The President of the United States caine to Louisville for the gra11d 
ope11inga11d he ceremoniously threw the switch to light up the Expo. The Car­
riage house has been converted into a Boutique containing some vintage jewel­
ry, purses, and scarves, and much more. There will be ainple time to shop at the 
Carriage house before rerun1ing to the hotel. This tour is linuted to 50 people 
so register early. 

Gold Star Family Breakfast 
I don't get to my brother's grave very often - he's buried 250 miles from my 

home. But it makes me feel good that, as a fellow Viemain helicopter pilot, 
VHPA incoming president Bob H esselbein makes sure David's grave is kept 
neat, ai1d decorated for Memorial Day ai1d Vetera11s Day. Bob never knew 
David But they were both Vietna111 helicopter pilots, ai1d that's enough. It's just 
patt of the bond between aviators. Sometimes, that bond includes their funili es. 

Nearly 2,200 helicopter pilots who flew in the Vietnain War lost their lives. Did 
you know a11y of them? Who did you lose? Have you contacted their funulies to 
let them know how often you still think of them? 

The Gold Star Family Breakfut gives you the opportunity to do just that. It's 
for fun1ilies of the fullen, and VHP A veterans - TOGETHER - to share not only 
a meal, but also memories of those whose lives were lost - the young aviators 
whom we all wish were still a1110ng us. 

Each year, I seek out fun1ilies of the KIA and MIA helicopter pilots who were 
from the area near where the rewuon is taking place, to mvite them to the Gold 
Star Fal11i!y Breakfut. Donations cover the cost ofbreakfut for the Gold Sm 
Fal1Ulies. I encourage vetera11s like YOU to invite Gold Star fun1ilies that you're 
already in toucl1 with -wherever they happen to live. Bring them to the breakfut 
with you. It gives them the opportunity to expetience, fustha11d, the cai11ai-aderie 
that you pilots enjoyed, a11d to see what their loved one was a patt 0£ And it gives 
YOU a chance to say, "I served with him, I cared about him, and I nuss him, still." 

Kentud..)' lost 25 of its sons to piloting helicopters during the Viema111 War; 
there were 34 from Indiai1a, 82 from Ohio a11d 34 from Tennessee. I ain looking 
for fun1ilies for each of these men. Wouldn't it be nice if one of their loved one's 
fellow helicopter pilots invited them to come and see what being a helicopter 
pilot during the Viemain War was all about? Tl1is year, d1e Gold Star Fainily 
Breakfut will be followed by a special ceremony at d1e A VTT Traveling Wall. 

What better opportunity to show a buddy's fun1ily that you still honor his 
memory? 

I encourage you to make arrangements for KIA/MIA furnilies you know per­
sonally, to attend the mu1ion in Louisville. Tl1is is the year to do it. If you need 
encouragement I'll be happy to help.Just send me a11 email. See you there! 
Go Little sister, 

S 
LD Julie Kink, sister of WO David Kink 

TAR C Troop l/9th CAV KIA 8-3-1969 
FAMILY member of Family Contacts Committee 
BREAKFAST http://www.VirtualWall.org/ contacts 

For Veterans 11111 KltVMIA Families 

RV Parking Options near The Galt House 
Hotel in Louisville, KY 

The Louisville Convention & Visitors Bureau provides d1e following infonna­
tion on mree RV parking options closest to the Galt House Hotel. Contact 
information a11d web sites are listed below. They note there are additional options 
in greater areas but are all about 20 minutes or more outside of downtown. 

KOARV Site 
900 Marriott Drive, Clarksville, IN 47129 
800-562-4771(TF)812-282-4474 (Local) 
http:/ /koa.com/ cainpgrotmds/louisville-rnetro/ 
•3 Miles about 5 minutes from Galt House Hotel 

Kentucky Exposition Center 
937 Phillips Lane, Louisville, KY 40209 

http:/ /www.kyfuirexpo.org/visitors/parking.aspx 
"7 Miles about 10 minutes from Galt House Hotel 

Add More Campground 
2411 Addmore Lane, Clarksville, IN 47129 
Phone 812-283-4321 
http://addrnorervparkcom/ 
*8 Miles about 10 n1inutes from Galt House Hotel 

Motorcycle Rides 
Return to the 

Reunion! 
See Ohio River 

Chapter 
notes on page 39 
for full details! 
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VHPA's 31st Annual Reunion rv Louisville, KY July 1-Sth 2014 
N ATIONAL R E UNION REGISTRATION FORM 

Information and register online at www.vhpa.org or mail completed form to: 
VHPA Headquarters, 2100 N Highway 360, Suite 907 , Grand Prairie, TX 75050 

Member name: Member No .: --------
Address: 
C:: it : State: Zi : 

Toll Free (800) 505-VHPA (8472) 
Email HQ@vhpa.org 
Fax (8 l 7) 200-7309 

. Wheelchair? D Yes 
Address change? D Yes 

Email add ress: ________________ T_e_le~h_o_n_e_:~-~---------------------
Wife/cruest name: Hometown: 21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
Guest name: Hometown : 21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
Guest name: Hometown: 2 1 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
Guest name: Hometown: 21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 

~~E_V_E_N_T~~~~~~~~~~#A~~d_~~p--~.~~-T~~-;::::::=====================, 

HPF Event Fee $25 __ 
One $25 PER FAMILY fee buys access to any or all 
HPF events for 20 14. You will also receive a DVD 

tten m~ nee ota 
Registration through 4/30/2014 * @$35 
Registration for under aqe 21 * @$15 
Registration 5/1 /2014 and after @$45 
Museum Pass & Shuttle (MPS) (July 1-5) @$38 
Waterfront Park Shuttle (WPS} *** (July 3·5) @$20 
Fort Knox Tour (July 1) SOLDOU1 @$30 
Jim Beam Extended Tour #1 (July 1) @$60 
Jim Beam Basic Tour #1 (July 1) @$42 
UPS Tour #1 (July 1) @$25 
Group Dinners @Doc Crows$46- Pat O'Shea's $39 (July 1) @46/$39 
Early Bird Gathering with Elvis Presley Tribute (July 1) @$5 
Breakfast w/S12eaker #1 (July 2) @$16 
Churchill Downs #1 (July 2) @$28 
Louisville and Frankfort Kentucky tour #1 (July 2) @$33 
UPS Tour#2 (July 2) SOLD OU @$25 
Churchill Downs #2 (July 2) @$28 
DAR Victorian Tea (July 2) @$52 
Group Dinner at The English Grill (July 2) @$65 
1st Reunion Attendee Reception (July 2) No Charge 
Welcome Recei:ition with Eric Clai:iton Tribute (July 2) @$5 
Golt Outing with Lunch (July 3) @$82 
KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfast (July 3) @$20 
Gold Star Breakfast Si:ionsorship** (July 3' @$20 
Breakfast w/Si:ieaker #2 (July 3) @$16 
Jim Beam Basic & Extended Tour #2 (July 3) SOLD OUli @$42/$60 
Wal l Opening Ceremony*** (July 3) WPS 
Wall & Huey Static Disi:ilay Si:ionsorshii:>** @$25 
Louisville and Frankfort Kentuglsy tour #2. (July 3) @$33 
Jim Beam Basic Tour #3 (July 3) @$42 
Take me out to the Ballgame Special Event (July 3) @$39 
Breakfast Cruise on the Belle (July 4) SOLD OU @$45 
Writers Presentation (July 4) No Charge 
Combat Assault Reenactment*** (July 4) WPS 
Pre-Memorial Service Breakfast (July 5) @$16 
Memorial Service (July 5) No Charge 
Annual Business Meeting ___ (July 5) No Charge 
~ousal Event w/Lunch (July 5) @$37 
Closing Banquet - Adult (July 5) @$58 
Closing Banquet - Child (July 5) @$18 
Non-Registered Guest at Banquet (July 5 @$68 
Total From Sidebars xxxxx xxxxx 
VHPA Dues (it not dues current}** 1 year @$36 
VHPA Dues (it not dues current}** 3 years @$99 
Lite Membershi i:>._(Call HQ tor exact amoun!}** 
2014 CD Directory Fee** (#of Years x $10) 
2014 Paper Directol)' Fee** (#of Years x $15} 

GRAND 
Each person 21 and older must pay the full registration fee, except banquet-only guests. TOTAL$ 

• Denotes a contribution, donation, or fee that is not refundable as part of any cancellation process. 
" Denotes an event where the Waterfront Park Shuttle Pass can be used. 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

>OLDOU 

SOLD OUT 

of all las r year's HPF events. 
Total$ __ _ 

Total$ ___ _ T-Shirts 
_S@$ 18 _ M @$ 18 _ L @$18 

_ XL@$ 18 _XXL@$ 19 _XXXL@$20 

Banquet Meal 
__ B eef __ Fish __ Special 

Horseshoe Casino $10 per adult per day 

_ July 2 _ July3 _ July 4 
12 to 5 pm 10 am to 3 pm 12 to 5 pm 

Total$---

Voluntary Contributions: 
VHPA M embership Fund $ ____ _ 

VHPA Scho larship .Fund $-----
Vietnam W ar Museum $ _____ _ 

VHPA Reunion Sponsorship $---

REFUND POLICY 
IMPORTA NT: Please review the detail s 

of the Refund Policy, including the 
limited opportunity to purchase a 
Refund .Guaranty available only 

on a one-time bas is at the time of 
registration, which is posted online 

at the official VHPA website: 
www.vhpa.org 

Refund Gurantee Fee 

(10 % of Total Events) $ ______ _ 

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
CANCELLATION DATE IS Noon, 

CST, Wednesday, 18 June 2014 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
"M C/Visa#: _________ _ 

Exp. Date: __________ _ 

Signature: __________ _ 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYMENT 
In lieu of a credit card, you can mail 
a check or money order payable to 

"VHPA " with completed fo rm . 

*Each person 21 and older must pay theji1/I 

registration.fee , except.for banquetconly guests. 

~------------------------------------------------------------------
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The fallowing three short stories were sent to us by Member Curt Knapp. 

Curt's photo was taken at LZ Sally in 1968 during his Vietnam Tour under the Tadpole 795 call sign with the 

2nd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. Curt was fortunate to be able to fly the same aircraft for another seven 

years when it was being flown by the Army Aviation Heritage Foundation back in the early 2,000's. 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NORTH 
Our local VHPA chapter is called the Califo rnia C hapter N orth. 
It 's an odd-so un di ng n am e, but we dec ided n o t to call it the 
Northern Califo rnia C hapter since the initials NCC could easily 
cause confusion with those of the already-es tablished N orth Car­
olina C hapter. I guess we're still causing confusion. We were dis­
playing our trailer-mounted U H-l C in a local small town Labor 
D ay p arad e a few years ago w h en we rounded a co rn er and 
approached the announce r's stand. The mas ter of ce remo nies 
glanced down at his p rogram then up at us as he exhorted to the 
crowd, " And now let 's give a round of applause for this U H -1 
Huey crewed by members of the Califo rn ia C hapter of the N orth 
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association ! " 

Liquor Store Heist 
In 1968 as Maintenance O fficer for the Aviation Section, 2nd 

Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division I had to make many surface trips 
between our base at LZ Sally and Division HQ at Camp Eagle. 
D uring one memorable trip my crewchief brought one of his noto­
rious trouble-making friends along. Bumping down Higl1way 1 just 
before Hue the guy wanted to stop for some Tiger Piss. We pulled 
over at one of those roadside Papa San's Liquor stores, and he dis­
mounted the Jeep with his M-16 and a sly grin on his face. I 
should' a known. A couple minutes later he comes running out with 
a bottle in his hand yelling, "LETS GO!" 

As we tore our' ta cl1ere he was followed by cl1e p roprietor firing his 
rifle at us. I guess our passenger neglected..t© reimburse him. W ell as 
you can see I was not struck by any projectiles. H owever I always 
wondered what my parents' reaction would've been to cl1e telegram: 
"Dear Mr. and Mrs. Knapp .. .The Secretary of Defense regrets to 
inform you of cl1e deacl1 of your son, WO 1 Curtis R Knapp, during 
cl1e attempted burglary of a South Vietnamese liquor store ... " 

Loach Transition 
All of us are familiar with the standard cyclic grip with the 2-

position mic trigger switd1, remember the first detent was for 
the intercom, pulling the switch all the way back allowed you to 
broadcast on the radio . H owever a chosen few of us are also 
familiar with the nonstandard one on the O H -6. 

Up Lmtil my Loach transition at beaurifi.u VLmg T au I had 
flown only the UH-1 and O H -23 in country. O ne of the 
Loach school courses was operation of cl1e mini gun . My IP and 
I were bur one of several OH-6s making a racetrack pattern on 
our target, an old partially-sllrlken ship just off the coast. Imag­
ine my surprise when I pulled up our of my fi rst gun run, 
squeezed cl1e intercom button to yell, ''WOW !", and instead 
heard BRRRRRRRRRR ! 

It's a good tiling I didn't shoot down the Loach al1ead of me. I 
hear cl1e paperwork is overwhelming. 

Curt Knapp 
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AVIATION 
TRUISM'S 

Sent to us by Member Mike Whitten 

As a pilot only two bad things can happen to you, and 
one of them will: 
I. One day you will walk out to the aircraft knowing 
that it is your last fligh t. 
2 One day you will walk out to the aircraft not know-
ing tlm it is your last flight. 

There are only three things the copilot should 
ever say: 
1. N ice landing. Sir. 
2 l'll buy tl1e first row1d. 
3. I'll take tl1e fat one. 

There are Rules and there are Laws: 
The Rules are made by men who think tl1at tl1ey !mow 
better how to fly you r airp lane th an you. Laws (of 
Physics) were ordained by God. 
You can, and sometimes shmild, suspend tl1e Rules, but 
you can never suspend tl1e Laws. 

About Rules: 
a. T he rules are a good place to hide if you don't have a 
better idea and the talent to execute it. 
b. If you deviate from a rule, it must be a flawless perfor-
ma.nee (e.g., If you fly Lmder a bridge, or Lmder a power 
line, you must not hit tl1e bridge or me power line) ! ! ! 

Words of Wisdom From Aviators: 
• Flying is a hard way to earn an easy living. 
• Both optimists and pessimists contribute to society. 
T he optim ist invents the airplane; the pessimist, tl1e 
parachute. 

And ... 
Ever notice tl1at me only experts who decree that the 

age of tl1e pilot is over are people who have never flown 
anyd1ing? N so, in spite of tl1e intensity of meir fee lings 
mat me pilot's day is over, I know of no expert who has 
volunteered to be a passenger in a non-piloted ai rcraft. 

If helicopters are so safe, 
how come there are no vintage helicopter fly-
ins? 

There are certai n ai rcraft sounds that can o nly be 
heard at n ight. 

A n old p ilo t is o ne who can remember w hen fly-
ing was dangerous and sex was safe. ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

Airl ines have reall y changed, now a fl ight atten-
dant can get a p ilo t pregnan t. 
I've fl own in bo th pilo t seats, can so meone tell me 
why the other o ne is always occupi ed by an id io t ? 

Son, you 're going to have to make up your mind 
about growing up and becoming a pilot. 

You can't do both. 

HOME or 

'A" HICiHT l ~)Ttt TIUNS c·o. MEI) ttEL 

Give Back To Veterans 
Jim waited patiently at me Carl T. H ayden Veterans Affairs M edical Center in Phoenix, &:i­

zona for m e doctor to discuss his latest test results. As m e doctor entered tl1e room, he was still 
reading me pap ers in his hands. H e sat across from Jim and looked into his eyes as he placed m e 
papers on his desk. 

"It is not good news," he said. ''You have stage four liver cancer." 
M any tl1ings went tllfough Jim's n1ind at once. Is m ere a treatment? Is a transplant possible? 

H ow much tim e do I have? H ow will I manage wimour a family? 
The doctor interrupted his m oughts. 'Jim, tl1ere is notl1ing we can do. W imout a support 

system, you will not be considered for a transplant. All we can do is help you be as comfortable 
as possible." . 

Discussions like tl1is happen often at VA hospitals around m e cmmtry. D oes d1is upset you as 
it did me? Som etl1ing must be done to help veterans like Jim who do not have the support of 
someone to walk wim mem through d1is difficult time. 

I am seeking volunteers who are willing to be m e support system for someone like Jim, which 
would allow him to be considered for a transplant. Duties include transporting me veteran to 
all scheduled hospital appointments, travelingwim me patient for evaluation by tl1e transplant 
team , and traveling witl1 mem if they are selected for a transplant. The liver transplant opera­
tion would take place in H ouston, T e,xa.s or Portland, Oregon and require a stay of three to five 
days. 

The ideal volunteer would be a retiree in reasonably good healm and would be train ed on tl1e 
program. T he VA T ransplant C oordinator would match tl1e volw1teer with a veteran based 
on geography and omer considerations. C ost of me transplant trip for tl1e volunteer would be 
covered by me VA, however meals would not be covered. Leading up to tl1e transplant, the vol­
Lmteer would have vehicle expenses to and from appointments. 

If you believe d1is is a worthwhile program and want to learn more please email me, John 
Strickland, at RetireesForVets@yal100.com. Thank you for your interest in tlus p rogram. 

John Strickland 

Editor's Note: T he above was sent to us for publication by M ember Bill Sorenson, President 
of tl1e Arizona C hapter of me VHP A Bill has known John for over 40 years and has asked us to 
publish the story of a project John started while he is working wim a liver cancer patient person. 
John is ttying to get lus program going 'N ation Wide" tllfough tl1e VA, however, as you well 
know he's being continually tied up wim "Red Tape." Bill hopes mat by publishing tllis p rogram 
in om magazine, someone might see it and help Jolm get his program started. 
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Old Aviator Reunion, Fort Rucker, Alabama 
O nce called the W -4 reunion, new life has been brought back to the 

Rew1ion ever since it was re-named the Old Aviators Reunion. I would think 
that if you served in Vietnam 40 or SO years ago, you could very easily consider 
yourself an old Aviator! 

We have reserved the old Officer's Club at Fort Rucker for the first weekend 
in June of 2014. Complete details are available by contacting me, Gerald 

Meador. E-mail:···················· 

121st Aviation Company Reunion 
Veterans who served with the ! 21st Aviation Co. (AML), 12l st Assault 

H elicopter Co., 93rd Transportation Co. (Lt. He!.) (known as the Tigers and 
Vikings), 80th Trans. Der. (Avn. Maim.) and all other attached and support­
ing lmits. Everyone who served with these units in Da Nang and Soc Trang 
RVN 1961through 1970 is invited and encouraged to attend. Families are also 
invited. 

Branson, Missouri, June 12 - 15, 2014.June 12-15, 2014 
The Reunion is being hosted by the members of the 121 Avn Association, 

Inc. Details of the reunion and hotel information may be found on their web 
si te: 12 l av n.org o r by contac t ing secre tary J ohn Schm ied: -
•••••••••••••••. Please call between 10:00 AM 
and 9:00 PM EST. 

A Flock of Pelicans Reunion in Louisville, July, 2014 
As a part of the VHP A Rew1ion in Louisville, KY; 1-6 July, 2014, the "Peli­

cans" of A Company, and the "Warlords" ofB Company, ! 23rd Aviation Bat­
talion, America! D ivision will hold a reunion. POC is Richard Elgin, E-Mail: 
elgin@rollanet.org 

2014 USABAA (United States Army Black Aviation 
Association) 2014 Reunion, August 6-8, 2014 

Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, 165 Courtland Ave, NE, Atlanta, GA 30303. POC 
is CWS (Ret) J Nance, Secretary, 256-759-0639 

Reunion of the Outlaws, Mavericks, Bushwackers and Roadrun­
ners who flew from Vinh Long, Vietnam 1964-1972 ( the62d -

AS02d - 175th Assault Helicopter Companies) 
SO th Anniversary Reunion, Washington, D. C., September 18-22, 2014. 
Contact: Tom Anderson (T eander@cox.net) 
Info: VinhLongOurlaws.com (Click: Reunions) 

Members of helicopter flight school class 66-12 (green hats), 
D ecember 1965 through August 1966. 

Hugh Smim and I are planning a class reunion in San Antonio for the last 
half of2014. Please contact me (Al Flory) at: aflory54@satx.rr.com or by 
phone at 210-599-9673 if you are interested in joining us. 

Attention all Outlaws Mavericks Bushwhackers 
of the 185th AHC 

We are trying to get the largest attendance ever at the VHP A reunion in 
Louisville, KY. 

POC is Richard Waldo, Outlaw20 (70-71) 
E-Mail: outlaw20@outlook.com ~ Phone 218-230-8408 
Bring all your old photos! 

174TH AHC ASSOCIATION 201 4 REUNION 
D olphins, Sharks and Witch Doctors 

from the Vietnam Viet Nam timeframe (1966 - 197 1) 
We're meeting on l-4May2014 in at Fort Walton Beach, FL 
POC: Al English •••••••••••• 
Registration Details available at: http://www. l 74ilic.org 

Reunion of FLIGHT CLASSES 64-4W, 64-SW, and 64-6W 
We' re joining together at the VHP AN ational Reunion, in July of 2014 
This is the SOth anniversary of the graduations of our flight classes. Most of 

us served together in Vietnam, back to Mother Rucker and W o!ters to teach, 
and eventually we moved on. If you are interested in getting together at me 
VPHA Annual Reunion then please email ••••••••••••••• 

Flying Circus Aviation Unit - Headquarters & Headquarters 
Company, 1st Brigade - 1st Cavalry D ivision (Airmobile) 

Our reunion will be held in St. Charles, MO, on me weekend of26 to 28 
September, 201 4. Details can be found on the Flying C ircus web site at 
www.flying-circus.org. Simply click on "Next Reunion" to go to tllat page. 
POC for the Reunion is Tom Kuypers, phone (636) 947-1617 or E-mail: tok­
pachyderm@aol.com 

Want to see your Reunion publicized here? 
Send details to: Aviator@VHPA.org 

Are you a pilot ~ 
• 

An old Army Pilo t name Ron sat down at St arbucks, still 
weari ng hi s old H elicopter Pilo t h a t and fli ght J ac ket and 
ordered a cup of coffee . As he sat sipping hi s coffee, a yo ung 
wo m an sa t down nex t to him . She turn ed t o the pil o t and 
asked, 'Are yo u a real p ilo t? ' 

H e replied, 'Well , I've spent my wh ole life flying helicopters 
and fi xed wing ai rplan es, fi rs t H- 23's, H- 13 's, H-19' s, H -
34 's, Hueys, Baron , Queen Ai r, Kin g A ir, with 3 t o urs in 
Vietnam. I' ve t aught m on;_ than 260 p eople t o fl y, so I guess I 
am a pilo t, and you, wh at are yo u ?' 

Sh e sa id , Tm a les bi an. I sp end my wh ol e d ay thinking 
abo ut naked wo m en. As soo n as I ge t up in th e m o rn ing, I 
th ink abo ut n aked wo m en. W h en I sh ower, I think abo ut 
n ak e d w omen . W h e n I wa tch TV, I thin k a b o ut n ak ed 
wo m e n. It see m s every thin g m akes m e think o f n ake d 
women .' 

The two sat sipping in silence. 

A little while lat er, a yo ung m an sat down on the o ther side 
of the old pilo t and as ked: "Are yo u a real pilo t ?" H e repl ied , 
'I always tho ught I was, bu t I just fo und o ut I'm a les bi an.' 

Sent to us by Member Dale JvfcKnight 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE VHPA AVIATOR? 
The Official Newsletter of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 

Prices range from $135.00 for a quarter-page to $475.00 for a full-page, color advertisement. 
Our staff Graphic Designer will help design your Aviator ad at no cost, other price discounts are available. 

F ull Details available at : Aviator@VHPA.org or HPilot1963@aol.com 
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Flattop Army Helicopter Pilot 
by Ira McComic 

Even though I was an Army helicopter pilot, I tell peo­
ple I was qualified for Navy aircraft carrier operations. 
Thar's because I was trained to land and rake off from 
the deck of a Navy LST. In fact, I think I could make d1e 
case that I'm more than carrier qualified because it's 
harder to land and rake off from an LST than it is for 
one of d1ose waterborne airfields on a carrier. Not only is 
an LST deck barely bigger than a ping pong table, it 
bounces around more than the little white ball itself. 
And, as a practical matter, I an1 convinced d1at an LST is 
a much better vessel than an aircraft carrier for satisfying 

the Navy's desire to exterminate Army helicopter pilots. I speak from some 
experience on this issue. 

First, let me give you a lirde background. At one time in my young life, I 
wanted to be a naval aviator, and for plenty of good reasons. I thought I would 
look good in one of those white dress tmiforms, and it was my observation mat 
sailors invariably had d1eir choice of women. Also, it was my understanding 
d1at the Navy had the best food of ail rhe services. I could just see myself as a 
naval aviator, dressed in a spotless uniform, Miss April clinging to me, while I 
dined on lobsters and clan1s. 

Then, my dream was shattered when an Anlarillo Army recruiter pointed 
out to me d1at naval aviators spend a considerable amount of their career fly­
ing over large bodies of water. 

I do not like large bodies of water. As far as I an1 concerned, they are tL11J1at­
ural, something to be feared. You see, I grew up in Texas, and in my formative 
years, was heavily influenced by my West Texas relatives. In West Texas, 
where it precipitates only every durd May, large collections of water exist only 
as mirages. Children there marvel when old codgers in rocking chairs tell these 
ymmgsrers about d1e one time when it actually rained two days in a row. 

Since water there is such a precious commodity, c!Uldren are not taught how 
ro swim; there is no need. Furthermore, in order to prevent youngsters from 
polluting d1e few, small bodies of water t!1ar do exist there, they are encouraged 
to avoid those bodies. Adults rell them stories of drowning and other watery 
hazards that convince youngsters that bodies of water are more dangerous 
d1an ratdesnakes. I simply explain ail d1is to help you understand my mindset. 
To me, flying over water was as terrifying a thought as Prohibition. 

So, instead of becoming a Navy pilot, I became an Army helicopter aviator. 
But I don't intend ro imply d1at dus was a second-rate outcome. On the con­
traiy, I am eternally grateful that fate placed me in this position of superiority 
among ail aviators. 

As fate would have it, I was assigned to the 23Sd1 Aerial Weapons Compa­
ny at the Cm Tho Army Airfield in Vietnam. As an ail-Cobra gm1slup com­
pany, we "Delta Devils" were hired gtms, supporting anybody in d1e Vietnam 
Delta who wmted helicopter gtmships ro come md shoot up stuff. 

Eventually it came to someone's attention-likely someone whose job bore 
the heavy responsibility of deciding whether a sheaf of papers placed on his 
desk ought to be bmmd. rogerher by a paper clip or a staple-d1at we Army 
aviator Devils sometimes helped out d1e Navy's Riverine Forces with its gm1-
boar excursions in the Delta, and since these operations used an LST as an off­
shore support craft, he must have reasoned d1at there could be times when we 
might be called upon to park a Cobra or two on an Navy LST. Then he must 
have found a regulation somewhere that Army pilots had to be trained and 
qualified in order to perform such a feat. And, d1us, from these precepts, d1e 
adventure began. 

Only a few of us Devils were selected for this training on how to land to, and 
rake off fro m, an LST. The Army selected us because we were d1e ones who 
had d1e most flying time; that is, we were the ones nearing rhe end of our tours 
and had nor yet been eradicated. The Army, holding d1ar against us, thought 
d1ere might still be m oppommity to get its money's worth out of us. And, 
since we were so resistant to demise, d1e Army.obviously felt it necessaiy to 
enlist the aid of its sister service, the Navy, to accomplish d1at purpose. 

For our training, we were told that we would receive a grmmd school (or was 
it a water school?) on Navy aviation operations, followed by flight instruction 
involving landing on, and raking off from, an LST. 

Late one afternoon, the Army gathered us toget!1er md some Navy officer, 
not even an aviator, conducted a two-hour school, beginning with Navy ter­
minology, explaining dungs like "port", "starboard", and "poop deck". It was 
during this school that I learned d1e principle difference between an LST and 
an airneld: an LST moves. Unlike an LST, lmd-based airfields do not ny to 
rtm away from you when you are attempting to land on them. And, generally, 
airnelds stay in one place when you leave them and don't tend to move some­
place else d1e minute you tum your back. You can usually find an airneld right 
where you left it. That's not true of an LST. 

This whole concept of a moving landing site was an eye-opening revelation 
to me. Oh sure, just like my other helicopter pilot, I had on a few occasions 
misplaced an airfield or two, but I had never had one get up and move of its 
own volition. 

In the school, the Navy officer explained some of the comtmmications pro­
tocol in contacting an LST. For example, a typical radio contact might be, 
"Navy LST One-Two-Three, this is Delta Devil One-Three. I would like to 
lmd now, and by d1e way, where are you?" 

He also informed us that an LST deck could hold only two helicopters. 
Then, as an aftermoughi:, he mentioned that, as we were making an approach 
to m LST, if we happened to notice there was already mother helicopter on 
t!1e deck and we intended to occupy d1e other spot, we should take an interest 
in observing whemer the preceding helicopter's rotor was turning or if it was 
tied down. Ifit was tied down, he assured us we could proceed wit!1 the land­
ing. However, if it was still turning, he Sllggested we might reconsider our 
intention to land since the deck of an LST did not have enough room to 
accommodate the diameters of two turning helicopter rotors; at least, without 
causing vital parts of both helicopters to be cast upon the waters. We pon­
dered that for a moment. 

Then someone looked at the ti.me and commented that d1e club was about 
to open so we rushed d1e Navy officer through the remainder of the school. 
He fluttered !us hands in d1e air, simulating the flight pattern for a landing to 
an LST. On the approach, he said we should come in perpendicular to the 
length of the LST and terminate the approach in a hover over the deck. 
Regarding the height of the hover, he urged us to keep an open mind on that 
subject since it depended upon the depd1 of d1e waves on which the LST was 
riding. Some of those swells could make an LST bob up and down like me 
fishing cork on a line wid1 a hooked a turtle. The actual termination of me 
lmding (that is, putting the skids on the deck and making them stay there, ail 
wid1our bending something), he left to our im'\,oinations. Finally, the Navy 
officer assured us that there was really nodiing to worry about, citing the statis­
tic that aLnost half of those who attempted a lmding to an LST did, in fact, 
aclueve this purpose. 

When the school ended, we chosen few retired to the dub. There, we discussed 
d1e perils ofLST operations. After a few drinks, d1e m1anin1ous conclusion was 
that ifNavy helicopter pilots could do it, it couldn't be diar hard for us. 

The next morning, we were up early for our flight instruction. AJI of us­
except one-were picked up by a Navy slick helicopter, hauled our, and 
deposited on m LST in d1e ocean off d1e coast near Soc Trmg. The plan was 
d1at d1ese pilots would wait tl1ere and d1en each one would rake !us turn prac­
ticing landing and raking off in the Cobra which the one od1er person would 
fly Out to the LST. A key component of mis plan was d1at d1e person who ini­
tially flew d1e Cobra out to the LST would actually be able to lmd on the craft 
to begin with. And ir was me who was the one who would fly d1e Cobra out to 
d1e LST and, supposedly, make the fi.rst landings and rakeoffi. 

The day was foll of rain md d1e wind was gusty. In fact, d1e Army probably 
selected this day for our LST training because the Viet Cong wott!dn' t let d1eir 
boys go our on such a miserable day. 

With an instructor pilot in the front seat, I depmed Can Tho. I fmmd my 
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way to Soc Trang on the coast, passed over it, and 
then headed out over the gray watery expanse 
where, the instructor assured me, there was-an 
LST somewhere beyond the mist shrouded hori­
zon. I think I knew what Lindbergh felt like as he 
left New York behind. 

Quickly, I seized the opportunity, shoving down 
the collective to larch onto the deck before it could 
drop out from W1der me again. Immediately, I felt 
the aircraft falling as the LST plW1ged into another 
trough, but this time the skids were on the deck 

1 
ii.la. and we were all-man and machine-riding the 

Flying out over the ocean like that, I discovered 
that a helicopter sounded different than when fly­
ing over the ground. I fow1d myself hearing surges 
in the engine, grindings in the rotor, whistlings in 

--~ -H!t:.... ••waves together. 
,.;2'.~~i!!!!~'!!"i~_,..._-.::;:-= • ·-- · At this point, I had logged one LST landing and 

...... -- .- there was so much sweat in my flight gloves they 

the cracks of the canopy that I had never noticed before. And I had never 
before noticed so many twitches of the needles; each one, I was sure, a pre­
lude to an engine failure and a plunge into the eternal sea. 

Eventually, the LST appeared straight al1ead. I keyed the mike to make 
contact with the radio operator. I identified myself and asked for landing 
directions. He replied with some nonsense about "stern" this and "port quar­
ter'' that, which I suppose was somehow related to landing on the LST, but 
as far as I could discern, might as well have been directions for making porcu­
pine gumbo. Besides, who was the Navy to try and tell an Army aviator how 
to do things? 

I simply set up an impromptu left-hand landing pattern, flew toward tl1e 
tail end of the LST, then turned away from it as a downwind leg, and even­
tually rounded off the corners to make a hundred-and-eighty-degree left 
turn back toward the vessel. This actually worked out better than I anticipat­
ed. I was flying parallel with the LST's lengrh, and when things looked about 
right, I turned another ninety degrees so I could make an approach perpen­
dicular to the lengrh of the ship. This was going to be a piece of cake. 

I began my descent toward the deck and that was when something unex­
pected happened. The spot on my sight picture to the deck began slipping 
away. I turned the aircraft to line up again, and just when it looked right 
once more, the spot moved away again. That's when reality met theory; I 
realized the LST was moving. Oh sure, I knew that it'could move, but I had 
assumed they would at least start me out on this training by anchoring the 
thing down. I was a little aggravated with the Navy for this oversight on their 
part. 

I soon discovered, though, that I really didn't have to re-ain1 the aircraft at 
the deck. I could set up the approach, get the sight picture, and just let the 
aircraft drift sideways with tl1e moving LST. With this discove1y, the rest of 
the approach went well. I was lined up on tl1e deck, sliding along sideways at 
the same rate as the LST was moving forward, and at just the descent angle 
to clear the railings around the deck. 

I was feeling pretty good about the whole thing tmtil I got about fifty feet 
from the deck. Thar's when I noticed that the deck was moving up and 
down faster than the sucker rod of a West Texas goose-neck oil pW11p when 
the spot price for crude jumped to over fifty dollars a barrel. 

I brought the helicopter to a stop over the LST' s landing deck, which from 
my perspective appeared to be about the size of a card table at a church bingo 
parry. I held the helicopter at the highest hover I could maintain and waited 
for the oscillating deck to come meet me at its earliest convenience. Shortly, 
the deck rose to the occasion, pitching up toward me. It stopped briefly at its 
apex and I pushed down on the collective to land. But before I could light, 
the deck plunged down again, leaving me suspended in the air. 

Then, I saw the deck coming back up toward me faster than I could spend 
money on payday. In a panic, I pulled as much collective as I could to escape 
it, and by the rin1e I looked down again, the deck had fallen away once more 
as the LST hit a trough, and there I was suspended so high above the deck I 
could barely see the sailors down there. However, I could still see them well 
enough to determine tl1at they thought n_.1Y, predicarnent was terribly funny. 
And I could see also that money was exchanging hands between them 
regarding the outcome of my predican1ent. 

I lost track of rime as I alternately chased and fled from the plunging and 
lunging deck. During this time, tl1e instructor up in the front seat offered 
encouraging comments such as "You know, you're not being paid by the 
hour to do this." 

Just when I tl1oughr I would never get the skids of my aircraft and the deck 
to agree upon a common altitude, I felt the deck knock gently on the skids. 

were sloshing. But I had done it. I let out a sigh of 
relief and rolled off the throttle to flight idle in preparation for letting anoth­
er victim have a shot at this torture. Thar's when the instrncror said, "Now, 
make a takeoff' 

Although I was drained from the landing, I thought to myself, how diffi­
cult can it be to make a takeoff? I would just get the aircraft light on the 
skids, wait for the LST to rise up on tl1e peak of a swell, pull pitch as the deck 
bottoms out again, and I'd be on my way. It seemed sin1ple enough, and once 
I was airborne, I would simply refuse to return to the LST. I would fly back 
and land at Can Tho, where the ground stayed put under me. 

Having tl1Us resolved, I was ready to begin when I noticed this sailor standing 
a few feet in front of the helicopter, between it and the railing, watching me 
intently. I suppose he had been tl1ere all along, even while I was trying to find 
the deck earlier, but I was so engaged in that quest that I hadn't noticed him. 

He stood there and I waited patiently for him to move out of tl1e way. 
After a while, he hadn't moved, and I began to suspect that he might have 
some purpose related to me. 

I asked the instructor about him. The instructor explained that he was 
there to direct my takeoff His purpose was to give me signals designating 
when I should come to a hover and when I should rake off from the deck. I 
had never had someone do this for me before. I considered him to be a sort 
of cheerleader for helicopter takeoffs. 

I rolled on the throttle and waited for him to signal something. He simply 
stood there with his hands on his hips. The instructor said I should give him 
a thumbs up when I was ready to go. So I flipped him a digit, and in response 
he began waggling his arms up and down with his palms up, which I rook to 
be the Navy signal encouraging me to come to a hover. Either that, or he was 
attempting to become airborne himself. 

The Cobra strained to lifr off the deck and I managed to get it up to a four­
foot hover. The torque meter was almost pegged. I was struggling to main­
tain even four feet, yet the sailor still stood there in front of the helicopter, 
flapping his arms, and insisringon more altitude before he would give me the 
signal to rake of£ I did the best I could and managed to coax the Cobra 
another inch or two higher before the rpm began to bleed off. The sailor still 
stood tl1ere, flapping. 

I considered the situation. I estimated the railing behind the sailor to be 
about three feet high and I calculated that, from a four-foot hover, I could 
just clear the railing. So, neglecting for my purpose the fact that the sailor in 
front of me stood six feet tall, I nudged the cyclic forward and headed for the 
open sea. 

As the skids cleared the railing by about a foot, I looked back and saw the 
sailor sprawled on the deck. I admired the fact that, for a man his size, he 
could move pretty fast. Ifhe hadn't ducked when he did, he would have had 
a shortened naval career. (Based upon that experience, for years I thought 
tl1e term "midshipman" referred to a sailor who had been chopped off at the 
waterline-so to speak-by an Army helicopter pilot attempting to rake off 
from an LST.) 

To shorten the srmy, I did in fact return and managed to make a second 
landing on the LST. Thereupon, I gratefully gave up the aircraft to the next 
person. After that training, I was never again called upon to land on an LST, 
something for which I am profoundly gratefol. 

IraMcComic 
235th Aerial Weapons Company 

Republic of Vietnam 1968-69 
WORWAC68-7 
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Looking For ..... Help with building a memorial. for Allen Dyer 
With rhe help of 

hi s fa mil y, I am 
building a memor­
ial to my flight 
school class mate 
(70-4 1) , WO 
Allen Dyer. Allen 
was killed in 
action in Vietnam 
on July 17, 197 1 
while se rving as a 
scout pilot with A 
Troop, 7 /1st Cav 
out ofVinh Long. 

WO Allen Dyer, A Troop 7/lstCav, KIA 17 July 1971 I am looking for 

anyone that served with him and can write a sentence or two about him 
or has pictures/ parches ere. that I can add to the memorial board I am 
putting rogerher for him. I already have obtained his service record and 
built a shadow box for his decorations and casket flag. I am also trying to 
decorate his flight jacker in a manner that would be reflective of what it 
would look like in Nam (he wasn't there long enough to go through the 
cold season, so his jacker still has flight school parches). 

If Allen's family desires, I will be submitting the Shadow Box to rhe 
Vietnam Memorial Museum for its grand opening in 2015. 

Glen Veno (N2/17, lOlstABN -RVN71) 

Looking For .. .Anyone knowing of Thomas Richard Stunda 
My name is Jane Ellen (Stunda) Vernier and I am the biological daugh­

ter ofThomas Richard Srunda (his DOB was 1/24/1938). H e graduat­
ed fli ght school with flight class 66-21 , the VHPA data base also shows 
that he served with the 28lsr AHC in 1969-1970, 

We have been estranged since my chilcl11ood bur I'm now interested in 
obtaining copies of photos or any other additional information regard­
ing both his Vietnam Tour and his Army life. VHPA records also that 
he passed away on 9-26-2011 while he was married to Inga Stunda, to 
the best of my knowledge he resided in the Houston, Texas area at the 
rime of his death. 

An y information you can pass back to me is greatly appreciated. 
Jane Vernier 

Lookingfor ...... Medivac crew from September 8th, 1966 
My name is Robert Christensen and I am a long time member of the 

VHP A. My neighbor Jim Walker has asked me to try and locate a crew 
which medevaced him on Sept 8th 1966. H e was a medic for the 101st 
ABN and was seve rely wounded that day, a crew finally recovered him 
on their third attempt, all under heavy hostile fire. 

The recovery occurred just short of half way between Tuy H oa and 
Tuy An and about l klick to the west. In the first recovery attempt the 
Huey landed on north side of gulch Jim was laying in, it was immediate­
ly shot up and they rook off; they then landed on south side of gully and 
while ] im 's stretcher was being carried to rhe Huey, they were forced to 

agai n li ft off due to heavy fire. On the aircraft's third attempt, they 
again landed on south side of gully and were finally able to load Jim 
aboard where he was immediately fl own to the Battalion Aid Station at 
T uy H oa to be stabilized, then on to the 7 th Field H ospital in Qui 
Nhon fo r more life-saving treatment. 

Jim H e is deeply grateful to the crew fo r saving his life that day and 

would like to thank them personally. If you have any information on 
this ac tion, please respond to: dr.bob@cebridge.net via E-Mail, or by 
calling him at: (785) 33 1-5256 

Lookingfor ... the IndianaFarmboy 
This man was a former helicopter pilot I met and flew with as a soldier 

in Vietnam. The only information I recall from forty-seven years ago was 
the name or moniker on rhe back of his helmet which read "Indiana 
Farm boy." 

The reason for my inqui1y on this pilot is that on more than one occa­
sion he was instrumental with inserting and in some cases extracting us 
from hot LZ's. He would have been assigned to the 4th Infantry Divi­
sion, 4th Aviation Bn, the ones with the Black Ace of Spades painted on 
their aircraft nose during 1967. 

I was assigned to the Division LRRP's, 1/10 Cav as an NCO during 
1966-67 in the Central Highlands of Plieku, Kontum and Dak To area 
of operation. If this individual is or was a former member of your associ­
ation please convey to him my heartfelt thanks and from the hundred or 
so LRRP's from the Division our deepest gratitude. If any member of 
your association knows or knew of this pilot I'd truly appreciate know­
ing ifhe made it our of Nam safely? Were it nor for men like him, I seri­
ously doubt many of us would be here today and I can assure him, my 
wife of 46 years, my four adult children and my thirteen grandchildren 
thank him for his dedication and bravery, I never knew his name, bur 
I've never forgotten him all these years. 

Two of my son's are active duty Army and both work Spec Ops and 
often speak of the actions and bravery of the pilots they work with. Ir 
was some of their stories that brought back the faces and times of many 
of the pilots and especially the "Indiana Farmboy" who inserted our 
LRRP teams in some scary places. At our reunions with the 75rh Ranger 
Regiment Association, every man has spoken fondly with a little jaded 
humor occasionally of the men who flew us on our missions and resup­
plied us, and we speak so highly of your skills and bravery. W hen the 
copters were inserting us at dusk in places like the la Drang they made so 
much noise and we were glad when you left and it got quiet fully know­
ing we were safe in the bush. Bur were extremely grateful for all the 
copter noises when you were coming to get us because we knew we were 
going home to our firebase and relative safety. Spending five to seven 
days and sometimes longer in the bush with only four other men and 
canying a hundred pounds of equipment it was always good to see the 
smiling or worried looks of the aircrews as they pulled us our of some 
really difficult situations. If anyone knows of the status of this pilot 
please let me know. From one soldier to another, Thanks for all you did. 

Looking For ..... CW4 David Daugherty 

RL lW Sua Sponte 
Bryant E. Middleton 

CPT, USA (Ret.) 

I served with a CW 4 David/ D ave Daugherty at Finrhen Army Airfield 
West Germany from 1984- 1985. H e was one of our pilots. Grear guy! I 
know he is also a Vietnam Ver and that maybe you would know where 
or how I could contact him. I am t rying to re-connect with some of the 
people that I became close with while stationed there. 

Thanks in advance for any help! SP4 Sizemore (67Y) Attack Heli­
copter Crew Chief 

Lane Sizemore 
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Letters to the Editor ... 
To the Editor of the VHPA Aviator, 

The story on the back page "Vietnam through the eyes of a child .. .'' 
by Margo Phipps Meyers was very interesting and quite well written. 

My oldest was only three when I returned from my last tour. I don't 
think she thought much about the possibility of me being killed; only 
that I was gone for a long time and she sometimes cried about that. 
Margo was in the first grade in 1967 and was sent to sit in the hall 
because "(the teacher) has decided a left handed person should sit in 
the hall until they can learn to write with their right hand". I was 
amazed this idea still existed in 1967. 

I was in the second grade in 1944 and my parents apparently learned 
I was left handed and decided to "reform" me. They instructed my 
teacher to make me write with my right hand. In those days, little was 
done to make life easier for left handed people. The desks, ball gloves 
and many other items were made with only right handed people in 
mind. This may have been the reason for their attempted "interven­
tion". Anyway, it didn't work. My teacher could barely read my scrib­
bling with my left hand and for sure couldn't read what I wrote with 
my right hand. 

During my 40 years as an instrument instructor and/or examiner, I 
found it to be an advantage to be left handed as I could take extensive 
notes and fly at the same time. Quite an irony. 

I wonder if the attempt to get Margo to change worked and if she 
felt the experience was helpful. The short effort they made to get me 
to change about drove me crazy (and some would likely say it worked!) 

Carl L Hess 
114th Aviation Company 64-65 

A and B Co, 228th ASHB, 1st Cav. Div. 67-68 

Editor's Note - Margo replies: 
I am still a "lefty." It must have been the teacher's idea, and if I 

remember correctly, something (my mother, maybe?) changed the 
reacher's mind, and I was allowed to carry on as I wished. 

I do remember, though, being confused about transitioning from 
left to right. In trying to switch it in my mind, I would begin writing 
on the right-hand margin of the page, and write everything right to 
left and backwards (so one could then hold the paper up to a mirror 
and read it). Everything was backwards, letters and all. 

Funny, though. The only things I now do left-handed are write and 
eat. Everything else (scissors, doors, sporrs, etc.) I do right-handed. 
Thankfully left handed people are so much more accepted today. 

Follow up on last month's 
"From the President of the VHPA" column. 
This was sent to us by Member Jeff Murray who just retired from 
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch and I think it contains a lot of great 
advice. In his e-mail]eff say's: 

"Moon - I agree with a lot of things you mentioned in your last 
President's column, but I also noted that you didn't address the prob­
lem of probating any remaining financial accounts. 

The easiest thing to do in this area is to check the tiding of your 
bank accounts. Everything in joint name accounts bypasses probate 
meaning your will does not affect them. So if it is in your name plus 
wife, no problem, you die and all that your wife needs to do to put 
everything in her name is to rake a death certificate to the account 
trustee. If your wife is dead but still on the account when you die, 
then it goes to probate. If wife is dead and you put junior's name on 
the account, and you have 3 other kids, all the money in that joint 
account goes to junior. Do you really trust junior enough to share 
equally (because legally he does not have to)? A solution is to give 
your kid a Power of Attorney that expires on your death so once 

you're gone, that account is frozen. Then add Transfers on Death to 
the account, which gives the beneficiaries no power at all over your 
finances, but when you die they get it in whatever percentage that you 
established, without probate. Brokerage accounts work the same way. 

On insurance policies, check your beneficiaries. I cannot tell you 
how many clients I have had die and their ex-wife is the named bene­
ficiary on a life insurance policy, leaving current wife hanging in the 
wind, not to mention the kids. The same with IRA's and 401-K's, 
check those beneficiaries. Also add contingent beneficiaries and spec­
ify what happens to a leftover percentage if one of the beneficiaries 
dies before you do. Does it all go to the remaining children, or to the 
kids and/or wife of the deceased beneficiary? You can add beneficia­
ries to CD's just by just walking into your bank. 

In short, a will only covers stuff you have than has no benefici ary 
listed. But if you die without a will and have any money at all the 
state gets to decide where it goes, and that doesn't always end well. 

Jeff Murray 
Wolf Pack 33, 28lst AHC 1968-69 

To the Editor of the VHPA Aviator 
Thanks for publishing the stmy of the rescue ofL T Ron Ball from the har­

bor of Haiphong, one of the most heavily defended places in North Viemam, 
or the W odd in 1966 when this rescue happened. 
Now a few comments on that story .... 

The photo captioned to be USS Rogers (DDR-876) is actually USS 
Coontz (DLG-9): you can see 
her hull number in the photo. 
She was a guided missile 
destroyer leader and you can 
see her surface-to-air missile 
twin launcher on her funrail in 
the photo, and one of the 
most modern ships in the 
Navy at the time. Rogers was a 
World War II vintage Gearing Class destroyer which had been mod­
ernized to extend her life after that war and service in Korea. She 
was in her third war in Vietnam. I caged a few shots of her from the 
interne t http: //www.navsource.org/archives/05/876. htm. These 
are from 1969, nor 1966 bur show her configuration at the time of the Ron 
Ball story. 

Probably even more interesting, I have the~ · '
1 

photo taken by d1e combat photographer of ·1 
Ron Ball being hoisted into Big Morlm 68 of . 
HS-4. Ron appears cairn and collected in the '. .' 
photo. The structure at the left is the M-60 · 
machine gun mounting, and its light armor 
fucing, which has been rotated back our of the 
cargo door to allow use of rl1e rescue hoist. His 
"water wings" are inflated and he is grabbing 
the hoist hook where the rescue "horsecollar" 
is attached. 

The "Bill Terry" mentioned in rl1e article 
acmally is Rear Admiral Bill Terry USN (Ret) 
and was my skipper when I was an instructor 
in HS-10. Great guy and great officer. I hope to send you anorl1er rescue mis­
sion story that Bill was involved in that same cruise. 
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Bausch, John W. Carr, Michael A. 'Mike' Hansen, Chris J. Vietnam unit(s) : E/82 ART 1 
Sarasota, Florida, US Army Oakhurst, California, US Army Fallon, Nevada, US Army CAVin 68-69 
Flight Class(s) info: 69-8 Flight Class(s) info: 68-524 Flight Class(s) info: 71-30 Quattlebaum, Joseph 0 . 
Vietnam unit(s) : B/1/9 CAV 1 Vietnam unit(s) : HHC 52 CAB Vietnam unit(s) : Wagener, South Carolina, 
CAVin 69-70 in 1969; HHC 17 CAG in 70 D/17 CA V in 71-72 US Army 

Flight Class(s) info: 70-37 
Bielecki, Paul M. Challgren, Stanley A. 'Chick' ** Hooker, George A ** Vietnam unit(s): 180 ASHC 
Danville, New Hampshire, Evergreen, Colorado, US Largo, Florida, US Army in 72-73 
US Army Marine Corps Flight Class(s) info: 61-2 
Flight Class(s) info: 69-5 69-3 Flight Class info not provided Vietnam unit(s) : 179 ASHC Richardson, Gerald A. 'Jerry' ** 
Vietnam unit(s) : D/3/5 CAV 9 Vietnam unit(s) : in 70; 82 MED DET in 66 Shawnee on Delaware, 
INF in 69-70; 498 MED CO VM0-1 Det in 59-60 Pennsylvania, US Army 
in 70-71; B/227 AVN in 71 Jewel, Denver Flight Class(s) info: 67-22 

Clayton, Dennis C. ** Lubbock, Texas, US Army Vietnam unit(s): 71 AHC in 68 
Bierlein, James R Tucson, Arizona, Flight Class(s) info: 
Caledonia, Michigan, US Army US Marine Corps 66-13 66-15 Roggenkamp, Robert J. 
Flight Class(s) info: 65-4W Flight Class info not provided Vietnam unit(s): B/3/17 CAV Fisherville, Kentucky, US Army 
Vietnam unit(s) : 119 AHC in 65; Vietnam unit(s): HMM-161 in 67-68 Flight Class(s) info: 69-23 
498 MED CO in 66 in 68-69; HMM-165 in 75 Vietnam unit info not provided 

Krausz, Allan E. 
Bijak, Joseph W. Couture, Donald J. 'Coutch' ** Enterprise, Alabama, US Army Roof, William L. ** 
Chicago Heights, Illinois, Scottsdale, Arizona, Flight Class nfo not provided Destin, Florida, US Army 
US Marine Corps US Air Force Vietnam unit(s) : Flight Class(s) Flight Class(s) info: 67-12 
Flight Class info not provided Flight Class(s) info: 59-1 info: 70-49 70-47 Vietnam unit(s) : 271 ASHC in 
Vietnam unit(s): HMM-161 Vietnam unit(s) : 3 ARRS in 66 68-69; HHC 101 ABN in 71-72 

Lillie, Norman C. 
Bleckert, Gordon E. 'Gordo' Davis, Joseph P. ** Griffin, Georgia, US Army Scott, Allan E. 
Maineville, Ohio, US Army Henrietta, New York, Flight Class(s) info: Lynden, Washington, US Army 
Flight Class(s) info: 69-1 68-43 US Air Force 68-513 68-23 Flight Class(s) info: 67-7 
Vietnam unit(s) : 335 AHC in Flight Class info not provided Vietnam unit(s): Vietnam unit(s): 54 MED DET 
69-70 Vietnam unit(s) : 121 AHC in 68-69 in 67-68; 498 MED CO in 68; 

20 HS 14 ACW in 66-67 173 A VN in 70-71 
Burridge, Charles W. Wayne' ** Lindsay, Henry T 'Tom' ** 
Herndon, Virginia, US Air Force Evans, Richard E. 'Dick' Nellysford, Virginia, US Army Stefanski, Michael C. 
Flight Class(s) info: 64-H 65-BH Louisville, Kentucky, US Army Flight Class(s) info: 63-2W Sturgis, Michigan, US Army 
Vietnam unit(s) : 38 ARRS Flight Class(s) info: 70-50 Vietnam unit(s) : 173 AHC Flight Class(s) info: 69-7 
in 67-68 Vietnam unit(s) : in 66-67; 73 AVN in 69-70 Vietnam unit(s) : A/7/17 CAV 

129 AHC in 71-72 in 69-70 
Burton, Lawrence E. 'Larry' ** Mantooth, Glen W ** 
Bath, New York, Feigley, George S The Villages, Florida, US Army Storm, Richard M. 'Rick' ** 
US Marine Corps Aurora, Illinois, US Army Flight Class(s) info: 55-A Indianapolis, Indiana, US Army 
Flight Class(s) info: Flight Class(s) info: 68-2 Vietnam unit(s): 155 AHC in Flight Class(s) info: 69-2 
39-54 Vietnam unit(s): Vietnam unit(s) : 65-66; 540 TC CO in 68-69 Vietnam unit(s) : C/228 ASHB 1 
HMM-162 in 62-63 9 INF DIV in 68-69 CAV in 69-70 

Mosness Dusty L. 
Buza, Raymond F. France, Robert A. Byron Georgia, US Army Thomas, Charles A. 
West Palm Beach, Florida, Lodi, Wisconsin, US Army Flight Class(s) info: 69-37 Conroe, Texas, US Army 
US Army Flight Class(s) info: Vietnam unit(s): 175 AHC in 70 Flight Class info not provided 
Flight Class(s) info: 68-521 68-39 68-521 Vietnam unit(s): 
Vietnam unit info not provided Vietnam unit(s) : Pankratz, James A. D/17 CAV in 72 

195 AHC in 69-70 Madison, Wisconsin, US Army 
Campbell, Harold T 'Hal'** Flight Class(s) info: Wampler, Dennis F. ** 
Williamsburg, Virginia, Haglof, Richard B 'Dick' ** 68-503 68-4 Burke, Virginia, US Army 
US Army Corpus Christi , Texas, Vietnam unit(s) : Flight Class info not provided 
Flight Class(s) info: US Army America! in 68-69 Vietnam unit(s) : B/2/20 ARA 1 
54FW54QC Flight Class(s) info: 66-7 CAV in 69-70 
Vietnam unit(s) : UTI in 63; 140 Vietnam unit(s) : 1 CAV DIV Polinsky, Lawrence J. 
TC DET in 64; 8 TC CO in 64; in 66-67; D/1/10 CAV in 69-70 Glendale, Arizona, US Army 
604 TC CO in 67; 14 TC BN Flight Class(s) info: 
in 68; 117 AHC in 64 67-501 67-23 
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ADAMCIK, Merrill Travis 
Graduated flight training 
with Flight Class 60-2FW 
& 68-1, flew in Vietnam 
with the 1244-th Avn (19-
65-66) and the C/159th 
ASHB, 101 ABN (1968-
60) under the Rough Rider and Playtex 
callsigns. 

Merrill Travis Adamcik was born in El 
Campo, Texas and passed away on October 
22, 2013 due to corn plications from heart dis­
ease. 

Merrill attended El Campo High School 
where he was a member of the Ricebird band 
and Future Farmers of America. He attended 
Texas A&M where he was a member of the 
Corps of Cadets and played saxophone in the 
Fightin' Texas Aggie Band. Upon graduation 
in 1958 he attended and graduated from Army 
Flight School in 1960. As an Army Aviator, he 
was then assigned to the 14th Armored Caval­
ry in Germany. In 1963, he returned to Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma for Advanced Artillery School, and 
upon graduating, was assigned to Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. There he began flying the Caribou or 
CV-2B (cargo aircraft), which he flew in Viet­
nam for one year. Later he spent his second 
year in Vietnam flying the Chinook helicopter. 
He also served in Korea. He and Doris, his 
companion of 49 years, married March 1964 
in Houston, Texas. In 1972, he attended and 
graduated from the Army's Command and 
General Staff College. Upon his retirement in 
1978 as Lt. Colonel, he and his family moved 
back to El Campo, Texas where he farmed for 
15 years. He also served as Wharton County 
Commissioner, Pct.3. He was a lifelong mem­
ber of St. Paul United Methodist Church and 
also a member of the Texas A&M Association 
of Former Students, Army Otter-Caribou 
Association, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Elks 
Lodge #1749, Czech Heritage Society, Dis­
abled American Veterans Chapter 72 and 
American Legion Post #25 1, where he served 
as Past Commander. He also served as Board 
Member of the El Campo Heritage Center. 

Through the years, Merrill made time for 
fam ily and friends and especially enjoyed gar­
dening and traveling. Watching Texas Aggie 
football was a favori te pastime. He shared his 
passion for gardening by giving away his prized 
homegrown fruits and vegetables to family and 
friends. His tremendous love for his grandchil­
dren was evident by their numerous pictures 
hung, taped and framed around his office desk. 

Merrill is survived by his wife, Doris; his 
three daughters and their families, four grand­
children , one sister and one sister- in -law. 
Memorial contributions may be made to St. 
Paul United Methodist Church, American 
Legion Post #25 1, Elks Lodge #1749 or a char­
ity of choice. 

BELL, Fred 0 . Graduated 
flight training with Flight 
Class 54-A, flew in Vietnam j 
with the 8th TC CO in -' 
1962-63. I . 

Fred 0. Bell, passed away 
Dec. 28, 2013. Fred's child­
hood was spent in southwest 
Arizona, in and around Bis­
bee, Ariz. He grew up on a ranch, where his dad 
was the foreman. He had the freedom of growing 
up in the wide open spaces, and the responsibili­
ties of a ranch hand and cowboy in his early years. 
Those formative years made him the man he was 
- decent, caring, loving, stubborn and inquisi­
tive. At 17 years old, he joined the Air Force and 
was ready to fight for our country. 

Honor, Courage and Commitment; these three 
words were engrained into Fred's DNA. He 
served our country in WWII, Korea and Viet­
nam, and to this day these three words exemplify 
who he was. He had a significant military career 
in the Army, as a Mandarin Chinese linguist, a 
pilot who flew airplanes and helicopters, and 
instructed, in both types of aircraft for many 
years. Joe Galloway said at one of the Vietnam 
Helicopter Pilots Association Washington 
Reunions: "You helicopter guys are a Special 
Breed OfMadmen, One of God's Lunatics." 
· The Helicopter Square Dance T ean1 was one of 
the highlights of his military career. He was the 
ream captain in the mid '50s, and the ream per­
formed in air shows along rhe East Coast, demon­
strating the amazing capabilities of this unique 
flying machine. Recently, a documentary film has 
been made of the team's adventures, with Fred as 
one of the few spokespersons here. This docu­
mentary has won first prize in two film festivals in 
2013, and is entered in several more this year. If 
accepted it will be in the Seattle film festival in the 
spring. 

Fred's military career rook him all over the 
world, and his post-military career took him to 
Karmandu, Nepal, 1966-67 and Vientiane, Laos, 
1967-1972. He flew in both countri es, and 
became the Director of Flight Operations for 
Continental Air Services in Laos. His flying 
career came to an end after he lost his hearing in 
one ear. 

In 1972, Fred and Bette returned to the Stares 
and moved to Montana where they went into real 
es tate, and Fred became a broker. He was the 
President of rhe Montana Association of Real­
tors. After 11 years, rhe cold, snowy winters 
became more challenging, and Fred and Bette 
decided it was rin1e for a change. This prompted 
them to pack up the contents of Bette's antique 
shop and hit the road. They traveled for 3 _ years, 
buying and selling antiques from Bar Harbor, 
Maine to Key West, and from New York to Cali­
fornia, with intermittent stops to further their 
knowledge in the fields of their interest. Fred 
spent several months at the Gemological Institute 

of America and became a graduate gemologist 
and Bette rook several classes in appraisi ng 
through the International Sociery of Appraisers 
and Indiana University, and became a certified 
appraiser of personal property. With tile comple­
tion of these objectives, they headed for Seattle, 
finally settling in Edmonds in 1986. They opened 
Guildmark Appraisal & Estate Sale Services, 
LLC, and have had an active appraisal business 
since then. Fred always was a man who got 
involved, and moving to Edmonds did nor stop 
that sense of community. Fred was a member of 
rhe Chamber for many years, and ran d1e 4rh of 
July parade for the Edmonds Chamber for 10 
years. He was president of the Edmonds Musetm1 
for five years, and it was under his watch that d1e 
Edmonds Museum's Farmers Marker starred. He 
remained active in the community until his 
health issues made it impossible. He was a mem­
ber of the American Legion China Post 1, the 
USO, d1e Military Officers Association of Amer­
ica, the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association, 
d1e Aircrafr Owners and Pilots Association, and 
rheNRA. 

Fred is survived by his wife, Bene, two daughters 
and five grandchildren. The family requests rhar 
donation be made in his memory to the Wound­
ed Warriors or the USO. 

- Submitted by Bette Bell 

BENTON, William B. Graduated flight train­
ing with Flight Class 57-2, flew in Vietnam 
with 118th AHC (1966-67) and HHC, 164th 
CAG (1971-72) under the Thunderbird 16 
and Delta 6 callsigns. 

William B. "Bill" Benton, Jr. L TC (USA Rec.), 
a resident ofDothan, died Thursday, January 30, 
2014 at Flowers Hospital. He was 81. 

Mr. Benton was born J anuary 23, 1933 in 
Baron Rouge, Louisiana and was a graduate of 
Baton Rouge High. In 1956, he entered rhe U.S. 
Army and served in Korea, Germany, and three 
tours in Vietnam before retiring in 1979 at Lr. 
Colonel. He was the recipient of numerous 
awards during his military career including twice 
awarded the Legion of Merit, seven Air Medals 
and Master Army Aviator Wings. 

In 1988 he was asked to manage the Southeast 
Alabama Regional A irport (formerly 
Opp/ Andalusia Airport). He served as their 
director for 20 years and the terminal there is 
now named "The Bill Benton Terminal". Mr. 
Benton was named "Airport Manager of the 
Year" in 1996 and was inducted into the "Alaba­
ma Aviation Hall of Fame" in 2011. He was 
both fixed and rotary wing rared and a Master 
Army Aviator. He was a member of Covenant 
United Methodist Church. 

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn R. Benton 
of Dothan, one son and three grandchildren. 
Memorials may be made to the Museum of the 
U. S. Army, Ft. Belvoir, VA or the Wounded 
Warrior Project. 

Page 29 The VHP A Aviator 



BOWLING, Billy J. Grad­
uated flight training with 
Flight Class 60-6, flew in 
Vietnam with B/1/9 Cav 
(1966-67) , B/7117 Cav 
(1968-70) and HHT 17th 
CAY (1970) under both 
the Charger 6 and the 
Saber 6 callsigns . "-'~;.__.....:..,.., 

Billy ]. Bowling, Major (USA Ret.) passed away 
January 3, 2014. Bill served in the US Army as a 
Master Aviator in both rotary and fixed wing retiring 
in October 1980. After military retirement he flew 
for Petroleum H elicopters, Hughes H elicopters and 
retired from McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co. as 
a Sr. Manager for Military Programs. 

D uring his mil itary career he was awarded the 
Purple Heart, Bronze Star w/2 Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Master Army Aviator Badge, Vietnamese Cross of 
Gallantry w/Palm and Gold Star, Korean Service 
Medal, Air Medal wN Device and N umerals 35, 
Vietnam Service Medal w / l Silver & 2 Bronze Ser­
vice Stars, United Nations Service Medal, Distin­
guished Flying Cross, Presidential U nit C itation 
and others. O ne of his proudest accomplishments 
was forming and commanding the US Army H eli­
copter Demonstration Tean1, The Silver Eagles. 

Bill was well known for his very quick wit and 
natural abi lity to tell captivating stories of his 
many life adventures. Bill is survived by his wife of 
28 years, Angela T. Bowling, two sons, two daugh­
ters, two step-children, two sisters, one bro ther 
D wight C. Bowling, eight grandchildren and 1 
great grandson. Memorials may be made in Bill's 
name to the charity of your choice , Mayo C linic 
H ospital, 5777 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoe nix, AZ 
85054 or H ospice of the Valley , 1510 E. Flower 
Sr., Ph oe nix, A seco nd Memor ial Se rvice is 
planned April 5, 2014 in Dothan, AL. 

CALLENDER, William Edward Gradu­
ated flight training with Flight Class 63-
4T, flew in Vietnam with A/227th AHB, 
1st CA V DIV ( 1966-67) and the 175th 
AHC (1968-69) under the Chickenman, 
Outlaw 6 and Maverick callsigns 

W Uliam Edward Callender Sr. COL (USA, Ret,) 
died on January 17, 2014. He will be deeply missed 
by friends and furnily. Known as Bill, Billy, W illy, 
Dad, Granddaddy, and most often and affectionate­
ly 'TH E' Colonel to funilly and friends, Colonel (US 
Army Retired) Callender was known fo r his work 
fo r veterans, his service on the Battleship Commis­
sion, his decorated military career, and his love of 
fishing and Alabama football. 

H e was born in Mobile, Alabama on September 
17, 1937, he was a graduate of M urphy High 
School, C lass of 1956 and the U niversity of 
Alabama, C lass of 1960. Colo nel (US Army 
Reti red) Callender also has graduate degrees from 
Kansas State U niversity and the U niversity of 
South Alaban1a. He and Jacqueline were married 
in 1958 and he began his military career in 1960. 

H e served multiple tours in Vietnan1 and was the 
recipient of the Purple H eart, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Soldier's Medal and the Gallantry Cross 
with Bronze Star Medal. H e was also awarded the 
Gulf Coast Veteran of the Year in 2006. Afrer his 
nillitary career, Colonel (US Army Retired) Callen­
der moved into a second career working at tl1e Uni­
versity of South Alabama and the Baldwin Cmmty 
School Board. When he fully retired, he and Jacque­
line moved to Orange Beach, Alabama where he 
spent his time serving on the Battleship Conm1is­
sion, advocating for veterans, traveling with his wife, 
and fishing. 

H e is survived by his wife Jacqueline Bachar C al­
lender; his three daughters, 12 grandchildren, and 
8 great-grandchildren. Bill served as president of 
the Alabama Battleship Commission and was 
selected for inclusion in the Alabama Aviation 
Hall of Fame. Bill was very active in South Alaba­
ma H onor Flight and gave key support in securing 
the South Alabama Veterans Cemetery. 

CHARLTON, Donald G Graduated flight 
training with Flight 
Class 69-6, flew in 
Vietnam with the 
173rd ABN BDE 
(1969-70) under the 
Casper 571 callsign 

Donald G. Charlton 
L TC (USA, Ret ,) ' 
passed away on July 17 while undergoing a surgi­
cal p rocedure in Reno, N evada. Don was an alum­
nus of the U niversity of Georgia and proud Sigma 
C hi Brother. Afrer graduation Don enlisted in the 
Army and graduated from O CS and then Officer 
Rotary Wing Aviator Course 69-6. Upon com­
pletion of flight school, he was ass igned to the 
Aviation Platoon of the 173 Airborne Brigade. 
Known as the Casper Platoon from the unique 
tactical call sign, Don served with distinction in 
several positions of responsibility, finishing his 
tour as tl1e Brigade Commander's pilot. 

Afrer his tour, Don continued to be selected for 
forther positions of responsibility; including com­
pany and battalion command positions in both avi­
ation and non-aviation units, in CONUS and in 
Korea. His famous ski school smile and smooth 
southern charm served him well when he was 
selected to direct the personal staff of General John 
Vessey during tl1e later's command of the Eighth 
U.S. Army and of U.S. Forces, Korea. Don's last 
military assigmnent was as tl1e Commander of the 
Atlanta Army Recruitment Command. 

After reti rement, D on worked in leadership 
positions, primarily in the pet roleum manage­
ment indust ry. Resid ing in Reno, Nevada, he 
became passionately involved in the Hidden Val­
ley W ild H orse Protection Fund, an advocacy 
organization for the well-being of the wild mus­
tangs of the Nevada high country. Additionally, 
he maintained close connections with his many 
friends and colleagues, both military and civilian. 

His friends have missed the frequent telephone 
and Skype conversations that maintained the 
Charlton Circle ofFriends. 

H e is survived by his wife, Shari Charlton; his 
children C hristian, Elizabeth, Jonathon, Derek 
and Keven; grandchildren Campbell and Kyle 
and brother Lee. 

Submitted by VHP A Member Bill Fielding 

COLVIN, Jerrie L. Graduated flight train­
ing with Flight Class68-22, flew in Vietnam 
with B Co, 123rd A VN BN, 23rd INF DIV 
(1969-70) under the Warlord callsign. 

Jerrie L. Colvin, former resident of Lakewood, 
Florida, lived in Florida fo r over 40 years. Born in 
D enve r, Colo rado, he p assed passed away in 
Kissimmee, Florida on August 24, 2013. 

Former helicopter pilot, serving in Vietnam in 
1973. H e is survived by his mother Ann H. 
Colvin, Lakewood; one brother, one sister, 2 
nieces and 2 nephews. 

DUKES, David Graduated flight training 
with Flight Class 70-39, flew in Vietnam 
with HHC, 228th ASHB, 1st CD. 

David Dukes, LTC (USA, Ret.) 83, ofJonesbor­
ough, died M arch 4, 2013 at the Johnson City 
Medical Center. H e was a graduate of Christian 
Brothers High School, Memphis, TN., he attended 
East Tennessee State University and received Mas­
ters of Arts Degrees in both Reading and Educa­
tional Administration. L T C Dukes was a member 
of Central Baptist Church, Johnson C ity, TN. 

L T C Dukes was a 1951 Distinguished Military 
G raduate of the University of T ennessee. He 
retired from the Army in 197 1 after more than 
twenty years of service and was a Korean and Viet­
nam W ar veteran. L T C Dukes was the recipient 
of the Legion of Merit with one Oak Leaf Cluster, 
the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service 
M edal, The Air M edal with eleven O ak Leaf 
C lusters, the Army Occupation Medal Qapan), 
the National Defense Service Medal, the Korean 
Service Medal, the United N ations Service Medal, 
the Vietnam Service Medal, the Vietnam Cam­
paign Medal, and the Korean W ar Service Medal. 
H e was also a graduate of the Army Command 
and General Staff College, a Senior Army Aviator, 
and has served on the Army General Staff 

Afrer retirement from the Army, L T C Dukes 
was a teacher and administrator in the W ashing­
ton County School System. H e was preceded in 
death by: his wife, Janis Hale Dukes; one daugl1-
ter, Amanda Dukes; and a grandson, David Ash­
ton York. Survivors include his daughter, Dana 
York, and his granddaughter, Amanda York. The 
fan1ily has requested that memorials be made to 
th e C hildren 's M ini st ry of Central Bapti st 
C hurch, 300 N . Roan Sr. , Johnson C ity, TN 
37601 or WUOT Public Radio, 209 Communi­
cations Bldg., Knoxville, TN 37996-0322 which 
he helped found when he was a student at the Uni­
versity ofT ennessee. 
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GALLOWAY, Michael J. Graduated 
flight training with Flight Class 670501 
& 67-23, he flew in Vietnam with D 
Troop, _ Cav (1968-69) and F Battery, 
79th ARA (1971 -72) under the Centaur 
and Blue Max callsigns. 

Michael (Mike)]. Galloway of Surprise Ari­
zona passed away on Monday, December 9, 
2013 after finally succumbing to a long battle 
with cancer. No further details were available 
from his family. 

Mike was widely known to be one of the best 
Cobra Pilots in the United States Army. 

GARNER, James Andrew Graduated 
flight training with Flight Class S SP, he 
flew in Vietnam with C/229 A VN 1 CA V 
in 1965-66. 

James "Andy" Garner, CW3 (USA, Ret.) 
died January 30, 2014 of congestive heart fail­
ure. Andy was born in Jacksboro, TX, he grad­
uated from Jacksboro high school in 1947, 
earn ing a bachelor's degree in general education 
from University of Nebraska in 1965. 

HARRIS, Richard William III Graduat­
ed flight training with Flight Class 67-
13, flew in Vietnam with the 116th AHC 
(1967-68) and A/228th ASHB, 1st CD 
( 1971-72) under the Stinger 91 call sign 

Richard William Harris III, age 67, of Dacu­
la, GA passed away Thursday, December 12, 
2013. He was born November 7, 1946, in 
Palatka, FL and graduated from C lay High 
School in Green Cove Springs, FL in 1964. He 
also graduated from Embry-Riddle Aeronauti­
cal University in 1977, with a degree in Profes­
sional Aeronautics. 

Richard retired from the US Army in 
1987, as a Major after twenty-one years of 
distinguished service, including two tours in 
Viet Nam as a helicopter pilot with the 
Stinger 91 Unit and also the Wildcat Unit. 
Ar the rime of retirement, he was serving in 
the Unified Command at MacDill AFB, 
under the command of General 
Schwarzkopf. Upon retirement from the 
military, he pursued a second career with 
Ricoh Electronics, Lawrenceville, GA. 

He was an avid golfer and a member of rhe 
Senior Golf Association of Atlanta. Fishing was 
another passion, providing him many hours of 
enjoyment with £'lfllily and friends. He was also a 
member of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilot Associa­
tion and an ardent supporter of Wounded War­
rior Project. 

He is survived by his wife of 43 years: Juan 
Saye Harris, Dacula, GA; two sons, one sister, 
several sister and brothers-in-law as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Dona­
tions may be made to Wounded Warrior Pro­
ject, www.woundedwarrior.org. 

HENRY, David C. Graduat­
ed Hight training with Flight 
Class 62-A, flew in Vietnam 
with the 38th ARRS DET S 
(1965-66) under the Jolly 
Green callsign. 

David C. Henry, Major 
(USAF, Rer.), was born in 
Abingron, PA and died on Friday, December 13, 
2013 of a massive heart attack. 

He graduated from Abington High School in June, 
195 5 and ehlisted in the U.S. Air Force November the 
same year. David's Air Force career rook off when he 
was accepted into Officer Candidate School; he gradu­
ated in June, 1960 as a 2nd lieutenant. Pilot training 
followed and he won his silver wings in August, 1961. 
Education was important to Dave and he continued 
his smdies, earning a BA in business in 1973. David 
distinguished himself during the Vietnam War as a 
member of the first Air Force long range helicopter 
combat rescue unit, the Jolly Green Giants. His deco­
rations as a Jolly Green include the Silver Star, the Dis­
tinguished Flying Cross (3 awards), the Air Medal (8 
awards), and the AF Commendation Medal He was 
also awarded the National Defense Service Medal with 
four battle srars, the Vietnam Service Medal (US), the 
Vietnan1ese Gallantry Cross with Palm (South Viet­
namese), the Vieman1 Service Medal (South Viet­
namese) and the AF Presidential Unit Citation (the 
highest AF unit award). A daring flood rescue earned 
David the Aim1an's Medal for Heroism not involving 
an anned enemy. He later received a second award of 
the Commendation Medal; a second award of the AF 
Presidential Unit Citation; the AF Outstanding Unit 
Award (2 awards), the Good Conduct Medal; and the 
Small Arms Marksmanship Ribbon. After crew duty 
as a B-52 Aircraft Commander and various staff 
assignments, David retired after twenty-one years of 
service in July 197 6. 

Following retirement from the AF David began his 
second career as a pilot for Petrolewn Helicopters, Inc. 
(PHI). After completing 18,000 accident free military, 
conunercial and private flying hours, he hung up his 
headset on his S6th birthday! He continued flying for 
pleasure following retirement. In retirement his great­
est pleasure was his loving wife Eulalie "Lee" Henry 
until her untin1ely death in October, 2007. In January, 
2011 David met the lovely Eleanor Hubbard, they 
married in August the same year. They were a joyful 
loving couple sharing the last 3 years travding and cele­
brating life together. 

David is survived by his wife Eleanor Hubbard 
Henry; one brother, one sister and special friends Lisa 
and Leon Ferguson. David's birth fumily was small bur 
his "chosen fumily" was large and diverse; he loved each 
one with devotion, wit and hw11or. Always the great 
brother, "uncle", and gracious host -whether the event 
was planned or more of:i:en, spontaneous. He possessed 
a rare gif:i: that funned bonds and strong brotherhoods 
that spanned decades, most remember him as their 
best friend. David will be interred at Arlingron 
National Cemetery (date to be detem1ined). The fum­
ily requests that donations be made in Dave's name to 
your local SPCA or SpayNation. 

LAMAR, Richard Eugene 
Graduated flight training 
with Flight ClassSS-L 
Mr. Richard Eugene Lamar, 81, 

passed away at his home on 
December 3, 2013, after a valiant 
struggle with Parkinson's disease. 

Born in El Paso, Texas, CW4 
Lamar retired from the Army in 
1974 with over 25 years of service. He was a rotary 
wing pilot with two combat tours in Korea and two in 
Vietnam. 

After retiring from the Army, his professional career 
focused on government contracting services. He was 
President/ Owner of Greysrone Consultants, Vice 
President of SIMCO, Inc. and Executive Vice Presi­
dent of Hawthorne Services. In his later years, he 
served as Mayor of Blackville, Executive Director of 
the Barnwell County Chan1ber of Conunerce and 
Director of the Woodside Plantation Property 
Owner's Association. He volw1teered over 5000 
hours at the VA Hospital in Augusta and the Aiken 
VA Outpatient Clinic. He was a kind, loving man 
and an eternal opti.n1ist. He loved playing tennis and 
laughed that all the lessons never helped him get any 
better. 

He is survived by his wife, Edeltraud "Edie" Lamar; 
one daughter, one son, three grandchildren and one 
great grandchild, Mr. Lamar was predeceased by his 
son, Ronald Lamar. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Aiken's First Baptist Church, 120 Chester­
field Street, NE, Aiken, SC 29801. 

LANGSTON, Gary E. Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class56-10, flew in 
Vietnam with the 170th AHC (1965-66) 
under the Bikini Red callsign 

Gary E. Langston, L TC (USA, Rer,) passed away 
December 16, 2013 in Arvada, Colorado. He was 
born in Westboro, Missouri and grew up in Ham­
burg, Iowa. Gary was a graduate of Hamburg High 
School in Hamburg, Iowa. He earned his Bachelor's 
Degree from the Universiry ofNebraska at Omal1a 
and a Master's Degree from the University of South 
Carolina in Colun1bia. 

L TC Langston was a decorated aviator who flew 
both fixed and rotary wing aircraft, including Hueys, 
during two tours in the Vietnam War. He served in 
the US Army for 22 years and then taught U.S. Gov­
ernment and Social Studies at Spring Valley High 
School in Colwnbia, SC, for 20 years before retiring 

He was proud to have coached Little League baseball 
teams in McLean, VA, and Pony League teams in 
Colwnbia, SC. During retirement, he served for over 
lOyears as a volw1reer at the Richland County Public 
Librarya.nd was a huge fun ofThe University of South 
Carolina Baseball Team. He is survived by two sons, 
one granddaughter, three grandsons, one and his wife's 
sister, His wife of 55 years, Kathleen( Grahl), passed 
away in 2012. Interment will occur at Arlington 
National Cemetery at a later date. The fami ly 
requests memorials to the Alzheimer's Association, 
www.alz.org. 
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LOVETT, Michael L. 
Graduated flight training 
with Flight Class69-43, flew 
in Vietnam with D Troop, 
I/10th CAY (1970-71) 
under the Shamrock 3A 
callsign 

Michael Lovett was a brilliant, 
kind, loving and brave man. He 
Uved a rich and varied life, anchored by his love of 
£<mily and a strong faith. Mike faced many chal­
lenges in his life but he viewed them as opportuni­
ties to learn and grow, and his curious mind and 
strong personal values kept him constantly moving 
forward. Mike began his career in the Army in Viet 
Nam and went on to command aviation units in 
Central America, Europe and the U.S. He served as 
Uaison to the House Armed Services Committee 
and retired as a decorated Lt. Colonel. Mike tllen 
made a successfol transition fi:om tlle Armed Forces 
to a career in financial services as a senior advisor at 
Merrill Lynch. H e completed several degrees and 
professional designations including Masters Degrees 
in Business Management fi:om Central Michigan 
U niversity and Systems Management fro m the 
University ofSoutl1ern California. He was a former 
Chairman and Commissioner of tlle Palm Springs 
International Allport Commission and a T rustee of 
tlle University of California Riverside FoLmdation. 
Mike adored his family and they adored him. As 
tlley mourn his loss they gain comfort from each 
otlm · and fi:om tlle legacy of the foll and meaningfol 
life he Uved. 

He is survived by his wife Juanice, his three cllli­
dren, his motl1er and eight grandclllidren. Mike 
was a long time member and former Cobra driver as 
a 1st Lt with the 1st Air Cavin 1971, Sent to us by 
T hompson - a friend of tlle family., 

MARSOLAIS, Harold Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class 69-2, flew in 
Vietnam with the 173rd ABN BDE (1965-
66) and the 11th CAB (1969-70) under the 
Red Dog 3A callsign 

H arold "H al" Marsolais, 71, of St. Augustine, 
passed away peacefolly surrOLmded by his family 
fi:om compUcations of Parkinson's disease on Jan. 2, 
2014. Hal was born in 1942 in Troy, N.Y., and 
grew up in Sheffield L'lke, Ohio. He spent his adult 
Ufe serving his cornmy in tlle U.S. Army and mar­
ried tlle love of his life, Susan Lemieux, at Ft. Bragg, 
N.C., in 1964. He retired to St. Augustine, Fla. 

H al graduated from Brookside High School in 
1959 in Sheffield L'lke, Ohio. In 1973, he graduated 
Cum Laude fi:om tlle University ofSoutl1ern Mis­
sissippi with a degree in business. He holds a mas­
ter's degree in management and is an honor gradu­
ate of tlle U.S. Army Conuna.nd and General Staff 
College. H e was an aurhor and lecturer, and he 
holds nrn11erous academic and community awards 
including selection fo r Omicron Delta Kappa, tlle 
national honoraiy leadership fi:arernity. 

He is smvived by his wife of 50 yeai·s, Susan ·Mar­
solais, and his cherished dog, T illie. Also smviving 

him are one son, rwo daughters, rwo beloved grand­
daughters, three brotl1ers, his sisters-in-law and sev­
eral nieces and nephews. 

H al served in the miliraiy fo r 22 years. He was a 
paratrooper, a heUcopter pilot and a highly decorat­
ed Viernai11 veteran. His awai·ds include the Distin­
guished Flying Cross, me A.it· Medal fo r Val or, tllree 
Bronze Sta.rs, three Meritorious Service Medals, 
three Army Commendation Awards, tlle Combat 
Infantryman's Badge and nrn11erous other decora­
tions. His fo reign awards include the Vietnam 
Cross of Gallantry and the Vietnam Medal of 
Honor. Afi:er retiring from rhe miliraiy, he had a 
20-yeai· career in association management, serving as 
managing director of several regioi1al and national 
associations. 

Interment witl1 foll miliraiy honors will be held ar 
Arlington National Cemetery in W ashington, 
D .C., on a beautifol spring day. 

McCormick, Dale Graduated flight train­
ing with Flight Class 69-48, flew in Viet­
nam with the 92nd AHC (1970-71) under 
the Stallion 24 callsign 

Dale McCormick died onJa.nuaiy 25, 2014 at 
11 :02am, God called one of his own home. May he 
forever soar witl1 tlle eagles and keep us safe from 
above. 

Dale M. McCormick was a loving husband, father 
and friend. Altl10ugh we teased him ofi:en of being 
Uke Archie Brnlker, he cared deeply for his fanlliy 
and friends and truly had a great sense of hmnor. 
Dale will be missed by many. He learned to fly heli­
copters in tlle Army and loved being a heUcoprer 
pilot. He is a decorated Viernan1 Veteran. His flying 
career included Search and Rescue, KREM 2 News 
Pilot, Forest Fire support and extinguishing, Christ­
mas tree ha1vesr and crop dusting. Nor to mention 
other odd jobs of a pilot. Dale loved animals, mostly 
his rwo dogs Paco and Simon. He loved going to tl1e 
Spokane Indians gaines with fa.nilly and friends and 
tolerated cai11ping and fishing. Rest In Peace Dale! 

NILES, Malcolm Bruce Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class68-4, flew in Viet­
nam with the 280th AHC (1968-69), the 
214th CAB (1969), the 165th CAG (1971) 
and the 120th AHC (1971-72) under the 
Greyhound 26, Cougar and Dean callsigns. 

Malcolm Bruce Niles, CPT (USA, Rer,) died 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2013, ar Soutl1wesrern Vermont 
Medical Center, following a long illness. He was a 
1961 gradu ate of Bennington Catholic High 
School. 

A Viernan1 War veteran, Capt. N iles retired fi:om 
the U.S. Army in 198 3 afi:er se1v ing as an officer 
and an enlisted man. He attended Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Field Artillery O fficer 
Candid ate School, Field Artill ery Officer 
Advanced Scl1ool ai1d served as a com bar helicopter 
pilot fo r 12 years. His militaiy awai·ds included tl1e 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Meritorious Service 
wirh Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Sra.r, Air Medal 
witl1 Valor and 27 Oak Leaf Clusters and tl1e Viet-

nam Cross of Gallantry. 
Following his militaiy career, he was employed for 

the next 20 years by tl1e U.S. Postal Service, retiring 
from the Norcl1 Bennington Post Office. He served 
as past chairman of the parish council and youth 
ministry leader for Sr. John rhe Baptist Catholic 
Church. He was also a member of Vietnam Heli­
copter Pilot's Association, Distinguished Flying 
Cross Society, VFW Post 1332 in Bennington, 
American Legion Post 13, NorShafi: Lions Club 
and Sha.fubmy Veterans Conu11irree. Capt. Niles 
was an avid ourdoorsman. 

Smvivors include his wife, Nancy (Fierro) Niles of 
Be1mington, 6ve clllidren, eight grandclllidren; rwo 
brothers and many nieces, nephews and cousins. A 
private burial will be ar a later dare in Arlington 
(Va.) National Cemere1y. Memmial contributions 
may be made to Southwestern Vermont Medical 
Center Cai·diac Rehab, in care of Mal1ar & Son 
Funeral H ome, 628 Main Sr., Bennington, VT 
05201. 

OTT, Robert F. Graduated flight training 
with Flight Class 3-57, flew in Vietnam with 
HMM-263 (1965), HNN-161 (1966), 
VM0-3 (1968-69) and VM0-3 (1970) 

ROBERT O T T L TC (USMC, Rer. ) U.S. 
Marine Corps, of Henderson, passed away Dec. 25, 
2013. Bob was born April 19, 1937, in Cincinnati, 
and attended Archbishop Elder High School. He 
graduated with a bachelor's degree in mechanical 
engineering from the University of Cincinnati ar 
age 19. H e originally joined rhe U.S. N avy ro 
become a naval aviarqr, bur while attending flight 
school transferred into me U.S. Marine Corps ro 
become a heUcoprer pilot. He graduated as a second 
lieurenanr in 1958, nor yer 21 yeai·s old. He se1ved 
26 yeai·s in tl1e U.S. Marine Corps as a naval aviator 
and naval intelligence officer. A graduate of rhe 
N aval War College, he also earned rwo masters 
degrees from rhe U niversiry of Maryland. Bob 
an1assed over 4000 flighr-hours in tl1e H-34, CH-
46, A-4 and F-4 aircraft. He earned tl1e Bronze Star 
witl1 Valor, 10 Air medals along witl1 many otl1er 
distinguished awards. 

As a yolll1g Ueurenanr, he was pa.rt of tl1e task force 
that was on tl1e one-hour alert ro invade Cuba dur­
ing tl1e Cuban Missile Crisis. He then se1ved tl1Cee 
tours in Viernain before heading ro Headquarters 
Mai·ine Corps in Washington, D.C. Afi:er tl1e U.S. 
Marine Corps, he continued ro se1ve, bur tlus time 
as tl1e senior Marine insnucror for tl1e Basic High 
School Marine JR OTC program. Along with a 
great ream, he was able ro help build a fOLmdation 
for the prograi11 ro grow and guided ir ro multiple 
national cl1ai11pionships. More than a teacher, Bob 
mentored many srudenrs, raughr Ufe lessons and, ro 
many, was a second father. He served his commLmi­
ty wlllie on tl1e Henderson Parks and Recreation 
board for many yea.rs as Henderson grew tllrough 
tl1e l 980's and '90's. He also served on tl1e American 
Cancer Society Board ofSoutl1en1 Nevada fo r sev­
eral years. Bob was actively involved witl1 llis parish 
ar Saint Peter rhe Apostle CathoUc Church, and 

Page 32 The VHPA Aviator 



served as a grand knight of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

L TC Ott was is survived by his loving wife, of 49 
years, Patricia; two sons, one daughter-in-law and 
four grandchildren. Bob is also survived by one 
brother and two sisters. The funily has requested 
donations be made to the American Cancer Society 
of Southern Nevada in his memory. 

PUGH, Walter J. Graduated flight train­
ing with Flight Class67-S & 67-7, flew in 
Vietnam with C Troop, I/9th Cav (1967-
68) under the CavalierSO callsign. 

Walter James 'Jim" Pugh, 69, of Sylvania died 
Monday, January 27, 2014, at his home. He was 
born in Muskogee, Oklal1oma and wim went to 
Oklahoma State University after high school but 
was called into action in Vietnam prior to graduat­
ing. He served proudly and honorably in the Army 
as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam -was part of the 1/9 
Cavalry, 1967-68. He earned many honors in the 
military, including the Silver Star. 

Jim flew helicopters as a civilian for many years, 
both in the oil and EMS industries, accumulating 
more than 10,000 accident free flight hours. His last 
EMS flight service was at St. Vincent Life Flight in 
Toledo. After being unable to fly due to medical rea­
sons, he spent several years working for Brondes 
Ford in Toledo, and All American Coaffi in Sylva­
nia, OH. 

After retiring, Jim becan1e active with Vietnam 
veterans groups and helped to present services on 
Memorial and Veteran's days both in Sylvania and 
in Cushing, OK He also enjoyed working with the 
Cushing High School alumni association. Jim 
served proudly as a deacon and an elder at Sylvania 
First Christian church for many years. Jim was part 
of the all Vietnan1 Veterans flight to Washington, 
DC sponsored by H onor Flight of Northwest 
Ohio in October, 201 2. He had never been to see 
the "wall", and this trip was a wonderful blessing for 
him. 

Surviving is his wife of24 years, Dayle, two daugh­
ters, two stepdwdren, four grandsons and was look­
ing forward to a 5th grandson due this May. The 
funlliy requests memorial donations to First Christ­
ian Church of Sylvania or to H onor Flight of 
Northwest Ohio in lieu offlowers. 

SHERRER, Michael, R. Graduated 
flight training with Flight Class 70-7 & 
70-9, he flew in Vietnam with the Char­
lie Troop 2/17th Cav, 101 Ahn Div 
(1970-71) under the Condor 28 callsign. 

Michael "Mike" R. Sherrer died suddenly on 
December 12, 2013 of heart fuilure at his home in 
Panama. His final resting place is in Sanm Fe, Ver­
aguas, Republic of Panama. 

He joined the Army in 1969, graduated flight 
school the following year and arrived in Vietnam on 
4 August 1970 where he was assigned to the Con­
dors of Charlie Troop, 2/17th Cav. Wlwe with 
Charlie Troop, he was a large part of their efforts 
during Operation Lam Son 719 in Feb-Mar 1971, 

he was also shot down in the Ashau Valley on July 
4th, 1971. The awards he received during his one­
year tour in Vietnam included The Soldier's Medal, 
the Purple Heart, the Silver Star, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with one oak leaf cluster, the Air · 
Medal with 22 oak leaf d usters, the Vietnan1 Seivice 
Medal w/2 Bronze Service Stars and many others. 
In short, Mike was a true warrior. 

After he left the active Army, he worked as an 
instructor pilot for the National Guard. In April of 
1980, Mike and his wife also founded (the) Wings 
Aviation Store just outside the Daleville Gate to 
Fort Rucker. From there they supplied pilots 
worldwide with aviation supplies, gifts and apparel. 
In 1983, he went on to develop the Wings Profes­
sional Park, also in Daleville, AL. 

Mike is survived by his wife, Anita, his mother, 
Agnes, his brother, Douglas, his sister-in-law, Gail, 
his nieces T racy and Crystal and his nephew, Troy. 

SHERROD, Dale E. 
Dale E. Sherrod, L T C (USA, Ret. ) passed 

away on January 12, 201 2 after fighting a long, 
courageous battle with cancer and COPD. 

He was born December 17, 1934 in Odessa, Texas 
and was predeceased by his brothers: George, 
Rimard, David and Bobby; and sisters, Esther Lea, 
Mary and Johnnie. He is survived by his loving wife 
of 52 years, Dian Bateman Sherrod; one daughter, 
two granddWdren and one brother. 

Dale played football in Odessa Higl1 School and 
for Oklal10ma University, and continued to enjoy it 
as a spectator sport all his life. He was commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army after college and 
was an Army aviaror during the Vietnam era. In 
1983, he retired from the Army. Wl1e11 Dale was 
healthy, he enjoyed playing golf with his friends ~ he 
will be missed by all who knew him. Donations 
may be made to Friends of Hospice San Antonio, P. 
0 . Box 40487, San Antonio, TX; First Presbyterian 
Church, 404 North Alamo Street, San Antonio, 
TXoracharityofyour choice. 

SELLON, Eugene L. Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class68-9 & 68-11, 
flew in Vietnam with C Troop 3/17th 
CAY (1968-69), H Troop 16th CAY 
(1972-73) under the Charlie House 35 
and White Robe 6 callsigns. 

CW3 Eugene (Gene) L. Sellon 75, passed away on 
16 November, 2013. Gene started flight school like 
all the rest of us at Ft. Wolters. Next came the sec­
ond half at Hunter Army Airfield; upon comple­
tion he went straight to Cobra transition. Next 
came a seven month stint at Ft. Hood as part of two 
new Air Cav. troops that formed and then deployed 
to Nam; only to be sent South and infosed to C 
troop 3/17 Cav. He distinguished himself as "Char­
lie Horse" Assassin 35. His first DFC was an in1pact 
award with the offer of a Direct Commission to 
Cpt. on the spot; he remained trne to WOP A and 
took only the DFC. After his firs t tour he "got 
stuck" delivering helicopters all over the States 
(tough job). His second tour was with H/ 16th Cav. 

Later he got caugl1t up in the "RIF's" but smck it 
out as an Air Traffic Controller. Wl1e11 he got his 
time in, he retired as CW3 Senior Aviator. 

He died on 16 November 2013, at River Regions 
Hospital in Vicksburg MS. He left behind his wife 
Jacqueline Oaqi) Sellon who he was married to for 
16 years. Together they raised his two step dwdren 
and )us three daughters. He is also SLrrvived by two 
sisters, 5 grandchildren (#'s 6-7 are due in Ja.11 a.11d 
June). 

Gene served 2 tours in Vietnam and was awarded 
several medals. The Bronze Star, Army Achieve­
ment, Vietna.111 Service Medal with 4 bronze stars, 
National Defense Metal , Vietnam campaign 
medal, Vietnam Cross Gallantry with Palm air 
metal with (V) 46 Oak Leaf Cluster, good conduct 
medal (2nd award), 2 Distinguished flying cross , 
Army Aviator badge, Senior Army Aviator Badge , 
Army Service Ribbon, Over Seas service ribbon , 
Metitorious service medal . 

Gene lived his life to the fi.tllest. He enjoyed the 
VHP A Rernuons where he would refer his wife as 
his "Trophy wife. He loved to tell J aqi about all the 
fi.m he had in Viema.111, along with the beer and B.S. 
with all of his brothers. He was a member of the 
Eagle Lake United Methodists Church in Vicks­
burg. Avid outdoors ma.11 enjoying fishing, wood­
working and taking care of the yard. 

Gene's last words to !us wife before !us death were 
"I love you" and then "Charlie horse 35 headed to 
base Mission Complete." Gene will surely be 
n1issed by his fu.nwy and friends. He wa.11ted to go 
out CA V sryle so please drink a beer in 11.is honor­
then party. 

TROTTER, Kenneth 
Edward Graduated 
flight training with 
Flight Class6S-18, flew 
in Vietnam with the 
498th Med Co (1966-
67) and the 228th 
ASHB (1969-70) under 

Sent to us by ]aqi Se!wn 

the Dustoff 49 and the Longhorn callsigns. 
Kenneth Edward Trotter LTC (USA, Ret. ) 

peacefi.tlly passed away on September 21, 2013, in 
H ouston, Texas, surrorn1ded by his loving fanwy. 
Ken was born on Mard125, 1941 in Mexia, Texas, 
he grew up in Tehuacana, Texas and graduated 
from Mexia High School in May of 1959. He mar­
ried his wife Sa.11dra at the First Methodist Churd1 
ofTehuacana on July 17, 1959. They then attend­
ed Sam H ouston State Teachers College in 
Hrnmville, Texas and he graduated from there in 
January, 1963 with a Bad1elor's degree in Agricul­
mre, a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Unit­
ed States Army, and a baby girl, Kimberly Anne. 

The fa.inily moved armmd the country several 
times as Ken received training to become a heli­
copter pilot and his second daughter, Camille 
Arlene, was born. In March of 1966, Ken bega.i1 
his firs t tour of duty in Vietna.111. He served as a 
pilot in the Army's Dust Off progra.in, flying in air 
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ambulance rescue operations into battle and helping 
to save cow1tless lives. In December of 1968, Ken 
began his second tour of duty in Vietnam, again fly­
ing helicopters and moving soldiers and supplies for 
the Army. 

Ken returned to tlle United States and served in 
several more positions and cities for tlle Army. Dur­
ing this rime, his third daughter, Jennifer Rebecca, 
was born. His duties were as a high level Army officer 
and included leading a unit of C hinook helicopters 
in Schwaebisch Hall, Germany and serving as the 
C hief Aviation Officer at Fort Sam Houston in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

For his service in the Army, Ken was the recipient 
of nWTierous conm1endations including the Bronze 
Star Medal, tlle Meritorious Service Medal, the Air 
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the 
Vietnam Service Medal, the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, the Vietnan1 Gallantry Cross with 
Palm, tlle Army Service Ribbon, tlle Overseas Service 
Ribbon, tlle Master Army Aviator Badge, tlle Senior 
Army Aviator Badge, tlle Army Aviator Badge, the 
Meiitorious Unit Commendation, and tlle Order of 
Military Me1it. 

After 20 years in the Army, Ken honorably retired 
as a Lieutenant Colonel. H e embarked on a second 
caree r by working at Texas Instrum ents and 
Raytlieon Company. During this time, Ken decided 
to return to school in his spare time and become a 
lawyer. H e earned his Juris Doctorate from Texas 
Wesleyan University and became a member of tlle 
Texas Bar in 1994. 

Ken retired once more, in 2004, and moved to 
Tomball, Texas to be near his family. His fondest 
memories were of his rime spent with his wife, his 
daughters, his sons-in-law, and his grandcliildren. H e 
was happiest traveling with them, enjoying holidays 
and vacations witl1 them, and caring for all of tllem. 
He was a kind, generous and loving friend, husband, 
son, brotl1er, fatl1er and grandfatl1er. His warm, kind 
spirit and his positive attitude toward life will be 
remembered and clierished by all who !mew tllem. 
He is survived by, his high scliool sweetl1eart and tlle 
love of his life, Sandra Arlene Romain Trotter, tl-1ree 
daughters, 6ve grandcliildren, his sister and brotl1er­
in-law Judy and M aurice Fife; and his brother and 
sister-in law. T he faniily requests that donations be 
made to be the M uscular Dystrophy Association, 
ALS Support and Research, P.O. Box 78960, 
Phoenix, AZ, 85062-8960. 

WALKER, James Madison Graduated 
flight training with Flight Class62-2W, 
flew in Vietnam with 8 TC CO (1962-63), 
the 11th ACR (63-65), the 1st BDE 1 CD 
(1967-68), the 1st ANVN VO (1971-72) 
and the 1AVN BDE (1973-74). 

Colonel James Madison Walker COL (USA, 
Ret.) passed away o n December 29, 20 13, at tlle 
age of77. Born in rural Lincoln COLmty, Colonel 
"Big Jim" Walker rose to prominence as a highly 
decorated Army combat veteran, helicopter pilot, 
av id hunter, o utd oo rsm an, and owner of the 
Quail Valley Hunt Club in Petersburg, Tennessee. 

A 1959 Graduate of the University of Ten­
nessee, Colonel Walker served on active duty in 
the United States Army from August 1959 until 
October 1981. H e loved hi s Country and he 
loved the Army. H e commanded soldiers at every 
level from platoon to brigade. H e served as a com­
bat helicopter pilo t fo r three years during the 
Vietnam War and received many awards and dec­
orations for heroism, gallantry, and high achieve­
ment in aerial combat operations against a hostile 
enemy. In addition to being a Master Army Avia­
tor, 'The Colonel" was also a tough as nails Army 
Airborne Ranger. 

A lifelong hunter, Colonel Walker owned and 
operated the Quail Valley Hunt Club in Peters­
burg for over 25 years. H e chose to open the 
hunting club just a few years afrer his retirement 
from the Army, and afrer a successful stint as an 
army aviation consultant. BigJim shared his pas­
sion fo r bird hunting with tllousands of hunters 
from every skill level. Hunters came from around 
the country to bird hunt at Quail Valley, bur 
more importantly, they came just to spend time 
and make friends with the legendary "Big Jim" 
Walker. 

"Big Jim" Walker lived large, loved life, and 
loved people. H e was an American original and 
truly one of a kind. H e had thousands of friends 
and friendships that he loved and cherished very 
much, bur his proudest accomplishment was his 
family. H e is survived by a sister and a brother; as 
well as his wife of over 58 years, J ane Gillum 
Walker. H e also leaves behind three sons, ten 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. The 
family requests donations be made to either d1e 
Sarah Cannon Fund, 310 25 th Avenue North, 
Suite 103, Nashville, TN 37203, or the Army 
Aviation Association of America Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc., 593 Main Street, Monroe, CT 
06468. 

WASHER, Lloyd Nichols 
None of Mr. Washer ' s 
flight class or Vietnam 
combat unit information 
was posted with the 
VHPA 

Lloyd Nicl1ols Washer, 73, died 
Thursday, December 5, 2013 
afrer a valiant battle witl1 cancer. 
Born in Hackensack, NJ, he had been a Han1pton 
resident since 1985. Lloyd served 27 years in tl1e US 
Army including tl1ree tours to Vietnam, receiving the 
Legion of Merit and Meritorious Service Medals 
before retiring in 1988. H e was a graduate ofEmbry­
RiddJe Aeronautical U niversity and most recently 
enjoyed driving for Suttle Motor Corp in Newport 
News. 

Lloyd is survived by his wife, Sally Washer; 6ve cliil­
dren and nine grandcliildren. lnrerment witl1 full niil­
itary honors will rake place in Arlington National 
Cemere1y at a later dare. The faniily requests dona­
tions be made to tlle American Cancer Society or 
National Musemn oftl1e United Stares Army. 

WEBSTER, Geoffrey R, Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class68-6, flew in Viet­
nam with the 68th AHC (1968-69) under the 
Mustang 6 and Top Tiger callsigns 

Geoffiey "GR" Webster, a resident of Frostproof, 
Florida and Grasse, France, passed away at his home 
in Grasse, France, su.rrow1ded by his wife and chil­
dren, afrer a briefbur valiant battle witl1 cancer. 
H e was a graduate of the Gurmery scl1ool in Wash­
ington, Connecticut, attended Carnegie Mellon in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and received his MBA from 
the University of Chicago. Mr. Webster was a native 
Floridian and great-great grandson of the Governor 
of Florida during the civil war,John Milton. H e was a 
Frostproof resident for nearly 15 years. 

H e was a retired executive, as well as an autl10r, artist, 
renowned collector of antique aviation toys, and high­
ly decorated Vietnam War pilot. H e was an Ameri­
can patriot and military man through and through. 
H e enlisted in the Army and was later commissioned 
from Officer Candidate Scliool and went to the US 
Army flight scl100L As a U.S. An11y pilot stationed in 
Vietnam, Capt. GR Webster conm1anded tlle Mus­
tang GLL11 Ship Platoon of the 68th Assault H eli­
copter Company, flew about 950 hours of combat, 
and received 31 air medals, including two Distin­
guished Flying Crosses, the Bronze Star, the Purple 
Hean:, and the Air Medal wN. He later served as an 
aide de camp to a Major General attaclied to tl1e US 
Embassy in Brazil. 

After completing his military service in Vietnam, he 
began his career in the fragrance industry culminating 
in the post of CEO of Givaudan Fragrances, an inter­
national furn. In 200Q, Webster was elected to the 
Fragrance Foundation's Hall ofFa!l1e. During his 
career, he lived in Illinois, New York, Connecticut, 
and Paris, France and retired to Frosrproof, Florida 
and Grasse, F ranee .. 

H e also published The Miniature Aircraft Quarter­
ly, a full-color magazine with an auxiliary club mem­
bership for toy all.plane aficionados. 

When he retired, at age 55, he studied at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts in Paris, honing his skills in painting, 
specializing in portraits. His portraits and other paint­
ing; are in some of the finest private collections and 
were treasured gifu to special friends. H e also pursued 
his avid passion for collecting antique and vintage toy 
aircraft, writing a de6nitive text about this area of col­
lecting as well as contributing to vaiious publications. 

Webster had been a lifetime collector of antique 
and vintage miniature toy airplanes and aviation 
models, and had amassed one of tlle most compre­
hensive collections of toy airplanes and aviation 
models ever assembled, containing nWTierous rarities 
made in Germany, France, Japan, Great Britain and 
the United States. GR Webster remaiJ.1ed an active 
pilot most of his life and he could fly anything with 
wings or propellers. H e flew his amphibious airplane 
all over the United States. 

Mr. Webster is survived by his motl1er and stepfu­
tl1er, his wife Agnes Costa Webster, tlleir three cliil­
dren, two sisters, one brother, and two step-sisters. 
The family suggests tllat donations be made to their 
favorite cliaiity in GR Webster's memo1y. 
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WORKING, Howard W. 
Graduated Flight Train­
ing with Flight Class 68-
507 & 68-7 

Howard W. Working CW 4 
(USA, Ret.) a resident of Sierra 
Vista for 31 years, passed away 
on Dec. 24, 2013 from idiopathic pulmonary fibrous. 
He was born in Coon Rapids, Minn., and attended 
school in Coon Rapids, Anoka, Minn., and The Uni­
versity ofMinnesota. 

He joined the Army warrant officer program in 
1967. Howard flew helicopters and fixed wing air­
craft in Vietnam, Colorado, Alabanu, North Caroli­
na, Germany and Fort Huachuca. He received his 
master's degree in education at Fort Huachuca. 

WOTKYNS. Anthony 
L. Graduated Flight 
Training with Flight 
Class 63-7W, flew in j 

Vietnam with All 01, 
l 14th AHC, A/502 & 
the 540th Trans Co 
starting in 1964 and 
continuing off and on through 1971, 

Anthony Ludington (Tony) Wotkyns, Major 
(USA, Ret.) passed away on December 7, 2013 at this 
home in Corona de Tucson, AZ. Tony was born in 
Pasadena, CA on July 20, 1938. ln his 23 years of ser­
vice (USN & USA) Tony was the recipient ofTwo 
Purple Heart Medals, The Bronze Star Medal, The 
Legion of Merit Medal, The Meritorious Service 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, The Air Medal with 
Forry-Eight Oak Leaf Cluster, The DFC Medal with 
one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Vietnan1 Gallantry Cross 
with Palm, to name a few. 

Several companies he served with were Company A, 
101st Aviation Battalion, (pilot, UH- lB helicopter), 
114th Airmobile Company, Company A, 502d A vi­
ation Battalion and 540th Transportation Company. 
Anthony was in Vietnan1during1964- 1971. 

Major Wotkyns was preceded in death by his par­
ents and three brothers, he is survived by one brother 
Grosvenor, two sisters and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

WRIGHT, John 
MacNair Jr. 

Lieutenant General 
John MacN air 
Wright, Jr., (USA, 
RET.) died 27 Jan 
2014 at Riverside, 
CA. He married Helene Tribit on 28 Jun 1940 at 
Beverly Hills, CA. John grew up in Hollywood, CA, 
and was active with the Boy Scouts of America, reach­
ing the rank of Eagle Scout. He graduated from Fair­
fux High School and obtained an appointment to the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY, in the 
Class ofl940. While at West Point, he starred in var­
sity soccer, becoming an All-American. 

Soon after graduation, he was commissioned in the 
Coast Artillery Corps and sent for duty in the Philip-

pines, assigned to the 91st Coast Artillery, Philippine 
Scouts. Afrer the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the 
Japanese on 7 Dec 1941, the Philippines were invad­
ed by the Japanese. The American forces withdrew to 
the Bataan Peninsula and then to the island of Cor­
regidor, where they were besieged by the Japanese. 
The American forces, then w1der the command of 
Lieutenant General Jonathan Wainright, were forced 
to surrender on May 6, 1942. Prior to doing so, how­
ever, with most of the An1erican artillery already 
destroyed during the final assault on Corregidor, 
JohnMacNair Wright.Jr. was given a roving 155mm 
gun and given authority to position it anywhere he 
had effective fire on the Japanese at Bataan. He fired 
the last artillery salvo at the Japanese before being 
forced to surrender. Following the surrender, he was 
taken prisoner. He remained a prisoner of war for the 
duration ofWorld War II, surviving disease and 
incredible deprivation. He was ultimately liberated at 
a POW campinKoreainSeptember 1945,sixweeks 
after the war ended For his actions at Corregidor and 
leadership afterward, he was awarded the Silver Star 
and the Purple Heart. 

Following a year of hospitalization and recovery, he 
transferred out of artillery and into the infantry and 
becan1e parachute qualified. In 1948, he was posted as 
the Military Attache to the U.S. Embassy in Paraguay. 
Upon his return to the U.S., he attended The 
I.nfuntry School at Fort Berming GA, and then com­
rnanded the 3rd Battalion, 508th Airborne Regimen­
tal Combat Team. As the Korean War broke out in 
1950, he served as Executive Officer for the 32nd 
I.nfuntry Regiment, 7th I.nfuntry Division, and Divi­
sion G-1 and G-4, 7th I.nfunrry Division. 

In 1961, after an assigr=ent on the Departn1ent of 
the Army Staff, Colonel Wright attended the 
National War College, following which he served in 
Germany as Chief of Staff for the 8th Infantry Divi­
sion, followed by assignments as G-3 for the VII 
Corps and then G-3 for the Seventh Arn1y. ln 1964, 
he was promoted to Brigadier General and trans­
ferred to Fort Benning as Assistant Division Com­
mander of the 11th Air Assault Division (Test), serv­
ing under Major General Harry Kinnard as the Divi­
sion Commander. It was the purpose of this w1it to 
test, evaluate and develop what would become the air­
mobile doctrine first used by the U.S. Army in Viet­
nam. Brigadier General Wright was determined to 
become a helicopter pilot himself With a senior 
CW04 as his instructor, he took the same course of 
instruction as pilots going through the U.S. Army 
Flight School at Ft. Rucker, AL. When he was ready 
for his final flight d1ecks, he returned to Fort Rucker 
for those checks. He was then designated a U.S. Army 
Aviator. In 1965, the division was reformed as the 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) and deployed to Viet­
nam. 

Following his tour in Vietnan1, he was promoted to 
Major General and was assigned to command The 
I.nfuntry School at Fort Benning GA. Afrer this tour, 
he was given the assigrunent in 1969 as the CG of the 
101st Airborne Division, the "Screaming Eagles", 
during combat operations in Vietnam. For his leader­
ship, courage and professionalism, he was awarded his 

second Distinguished Service Medal, the Distin­
guished Flying Cross and 47 Air Medals. 

Following his second tour in Vietnam, he was pro­
moted to Lieutenant General and transferred to the 

· Pentagon in Washington, DC, to serve as Comptrol­
ler of the Army, a post he held tmril his retirement 
from the Army in 1972. Upon his retirement, he was 
awarded his third Distinguished Se1vice Medal. For 
his contributions to Army aviation and the develop­
ment of the airmobile concept of helicopter combat 
operations, he was inducted into the U.S. Army Avia­
tion Hall ofFame in 1986. 

Upon his retirement from the Army, he served suc­
cessively as the National Director of Research and 
Development, National Director of Programs and 
National Director of Exploring for the Boy Scouts of 
America, initially in Princeton, NJ, and later in Dallas, 
TX. Lieutenant General Wright was also awarded 
the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award in 1971, the 
George Washington Honor Medal by the Freedom's 
Fow1dation at Valley Forge, and in 2007 was present­
ed the Distinguished Graduate Award by the U.S. 
Military Academy Association of Graduates. 

Notice of the passing of the following fifteen Viet­
nam Military Aviators were received by the VHPA 
during the production period for this issue. None of 
these men were ever members of the association, nor 
were the notices of their death reported to the Associ­
ation by a member of the man's fu.mily, or by a mem­
ber of the VHP A; they were all obtained through an 
internet seard1. Because of that, we have posted their 
TAPS information to their individual listings of the 
on-line membership directory being maintained at 
VHP A.org. If you are not able to retrieve the infor­
mation on-line, call HQ for assistance (1-800-505-
VHPA). 

GREEN, Dan Max Graduated flight 
training with Flight Class 66-15 & 66-17, 
flew in Vietnam with B/229th AVN, 1 
CA V ( 1966-67) under the Preacher 3 
callsign. 

Dan Max Green was born October 25, 1942 
in Nueces County, Texas and passed from this 
life on November 16, 2013. Dan grew up living 
in Corpus Christi and San Antonio, Texas and 
graduated from East Central High School. He 
served four years in the Marine Corps and then 
served nine years in the Army. As an Army 
Warrant Officer, Dan flew helicopters in Viet­
nam where he received the Distinguished Fly­
ing Cross. He trained many helicopter pilots at 
Ft. Wolters where he received his commission 
as Captain. Upon leaving the military he 
moved to Beaumont, Texas and worked for a 
local newspaper as a reporter. He later moved 
to North Little Rock, Arkansas where he 
worked flying helicopters and small aircraft 
monitoring power lines and was an airport 
manager. After spending a short time in New 
Orleans and Oklahoma City, Dan moved to 
Kearney, Nebraska where he flew an EMS heli­
copter (Sikorsky S-76) for several years until 
two heart attacks grounded him and he moved 

Page 35 The VHP A Aviator 



back ro Texas where he found a home in San 
Anro nio. H e wo rked for a ti me as a security 
guard for the Bexar Coun ty Detention Center. 
In 1996 D an joined Woodlake Baptis t Church 
where he played the guitar for wo rship services 
and sang in the choir. In 2002 he began wo rk­
ing for Woodl ake Baptist C hu rc h firs t as 
Chu rch Secretary and for the last six months as 
Mi ni st er of Hispani c Min is tri es. D an was 
licensed ro the ministry on July 17, 20 13. 

T hro ughout his life D an wrote articles for 
several magazines including General Aviation 
News and Air Progress where he was rhe edi­
ror. Ar one rim e he wrote fo r rhe Jewish Com­
munity News. H e also wrote several manuals 
and books incl udin g "In The Foo tsteps Of 
Angels" (about EMS flying and li fe in general), 
"The Grear A mer ican A ir C ircus" (a bit of 
biography about his flying career and the peo­
p le he learned fro m), "The Red Tavern" (our 
ow n story w ith Bravo Co mpa ny, 229 rh 
Assault H el icopter Battalion, First Ai r Cavalry 
Division V.N. ) and many others. H e learned 
Span ish and loved ro paint. (All th ree of the 

books mentioned are available online). 
D an was accomplished at a great many things 
and lived by the saying, "If it was easy, everyone 
would do it." 

H e was preceded in death by his sister Jim­
mie Lynn and fa ther Jack. H e is survived by his 
wife Rachel, son Bobby, bro thers, William and 
J oe and sisters, J eannie Valle and Cynthia 
Richards, an aunt, Ruth Routh alon g with 
many ni eces, nephew and cousins. H is se r­
vices were well attended; all h is surviving sib­
lings and hi s so n we re th ere. Many of the 
church congregation attended, including many 
Hisp ani c members. (D an lea rn ed Span ish 
specifically to bring the Spanish speaking folks 
in to the church) 

Johnny Hubbs (the 229th "point of con­
tac t") and his wife were there. Sharon spotted a 
fe llow with a Mas ter Army Aviator tie rack 
and we spoke to him. Frank "Pappy" Badder, 
CW-4 (Ret. ) enlisted after V.N . and knew 
D an only as a civilian pilot. Dan used his own 
exper ien ce ge tting his med ical ce rti fica te 
restored to help Frank get his returned. 

W ith no prio r coordin ati o n , I literally 
bumped into D an in 1973 at the D allas air­
port. H e was in uniform with Captain 's bars. 
H e said he had taken a direct commission ("it'll 
be good fo r yo ur caree r" they said! ) but was 
caught in the "reduction in force" and it ended 
hi s effo rt to make the Army a caree r. Eve n 
th o ugh h e and I we re in stru c t in g at Ft . 
Wolters at the same t ime ('68-'69), I had nor 
seen him since the "H ail and Fairwell" party in 
An Khe for Jim Bracewell, D an and I at the 
end of O ct. '67. 

W hile living in Beaumont, he was befriend­
ed by Go rd on Bax ter wh ose las t page "Bax 
Seat" commentary was a mainstay of "Flying" 
magazine fo r years. Dan began "ghost-writing" 
the column with Baxter. 

One day before his last emergency hospital­
ization, D an took Rachel flying in their Piper 
C ub. 

Submitted by Member] oe Kane, 
Preacher 10, B/229th 

The night Dan Greene earned the Distinguished Flying Cross 
By Rick Beaver 

My tour started in March 1967. I flew 
fo r Bravo, 229th AH B 1st Cav, 1 of 6 
Slick companies in the 229th. My earliest 
flights in country were with Dan Greene 
during a quiet time while the un it was 
moving fro m An Kh e ro LZ English in 
the Bong Son valley. I had just returned 
fr o m my Mo th er's fun era l which 
occurred my 3rd week in country and 
D an was a new Contact Instructor Pilot 
in the unit. Dan was a really great person 
and a great IP. H e taught me a lot and was check­
ing me out to see if I was O K after the funeral. 

I was really motivated to be the best pilot possi­
ble because I thought I'd live longer that way. 
We had all D-models back then and to see what 
Dan could do with a heavy load on takeoff was 
im press ive. Dan made sure I go t to fly some 
heavy loads during simulated extraction takeoffs 
out of right Landing Zones, (LZ), over near trees 
while we were supporting the unit move to Eng­
lish. A week of hauling stuff from An Khe to LZ 
English and back, map reading, SOI use, and 
radio practices the Cav used. H e thought I was 
ready to haul Log, (supplies), fo r combat units; all 
green LZ work carrying PACs, (troops), food, 
mail, ammo, water, etc. 

I complained to my new platoon leader because 
I was being held out of rl1e rotation for combat 
missions and so there must have been some con­
versations between Dan and the CO as I was told 
I would soon go into the rotation. About a day 
later, Dan and I rook a mission ro Q uy Nhon, 
Dan's favo rite town. We flew log suppon fo r 
units west and north of Quy N hon all day, flying 

..IL ' 
hat on the ground and told him we wanted to 
be no more than 6 seconds on the ground 
pushing the ammo out the left and receive 
only wounded on the right. My job was 
switching his selector from one radio to the 
o ther. As we go,t to short fin al on a fas t 
approach, (we didn't have trees to get down 
over just straight in and straight out), T om­
cats where maintaining daisy chained sup­
p ression on the sides Charlie held. I really 
saw everything because my eyes must have 
been big as dishes. The light from M 79s in 

and standing by. About 1830 we were headed 
back ro English and got a call fo r an emergency 
support mission for a platoon pinned down, casu­
alties, need ammo, etc. Dan had explained this 
kind of mission during our time together and he 
looked at me for a sign, I gave him a thumbs up 
and he took the mission. 

We flew into POL at English, rook on 600 lbs 
of fuel, got clearance and high hovered to the 
U nit supply pad somewhere on Engli sh and 
loaded an1mo, a couple replacement troops, and 
took off As we started into the An Loa Valley we 
made radio contact with the gun ship on VHF 
and then rhe platoon radio operator on FM. T he 
unit was holding a small clm11p of trees with 30 
meters open space to more trees and cover and 
every other direction was open paddies with 
more trees 200 meters away. All the tree clusters 
were full of Charlie. T he uni t was pinned and we 
had to land next to their Lit tle clump where rhe 
ground was dry and level but no cover. D an rook 
the l sr run into the LZ after letting the Tomcats, 
(Delta 229tl1 gunships) know tl1e plan and what 
he would like. H e coordinated with the Black 

close, mortar rounds and Quad M-60 gunship 
fire hitting 200 meters away was intense. This 
was the firs t time I saw green t racers and they 
were all corning at us. The noise was surreal. The 
black hat blinked a red lens flashlight and we had 
no Lights at all. Dan said we would not need a 
landing Light and preferred I not turn it on. W e 
could make out the ground for landing. On very 
short final our left door gunner started adding 
suppression and the right gunner was ready to 
push ammo out the left. D an did a perfe ct 
approach to the ground faster than I had seen 
before, the 2 Pac's helped push ammo boxes out 
the left and helped load the wounded on the 
floo r, no stretchers, and jumped out as D an 
pulled pitch. As soon as D an got tree top high he 
broke right over the trees and let tl1e aircraft dip 
down until we were just brushing a few t ree top 
branches. As we turned I h ea rd a co uple 
"th unk" sound s corning fro m the rea r and 
then heard the doo r gunner call out we took 
rounds in the tail boom. 

D an was giving gunships upd ates on h is 
course and status and I was talking with th e 
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unit "6", (don't remember the call sign), He 
had 2 new wo unded and n eeded an other 
ammo run. Once Dan cleared the area and got 
some altitude he asked me if I could take the 
controls. I was glad to as I stopped shaking 
once I had hands on a cycl ic and collective. 
Dan checked with the Crew Chief who was 
inspecting the ship, checked my flying and 
heading, and let the Tomcats know that we 
would be right back and do it again. Short 
flight to English and I was focusing on flying. 
Dan told me to call the unit supply pad with 
our ET A and what we wanted for a load since 
we could land heavy. He was calling fo r a 
straight approach into the Hospital pad at 
English with info on the wounded. He vec­
tored me until I was lined up, took the con­
trols and told me to look at where I was and 
where we were going. I don't remember the 
landing or anything until we were back in the 
air headed for the LZ loaded with ammo, 
water, and some M -79s. The plan was I was 
going to take the next lift in. We were getting 
some arti llery prep on Charlie's t ree line and 
more gunships. I would just talk to the Black 
Hat and Dan would coordinate everything 
else. For some reason I thought this would be 
easier with the extra support and we would 
take less fire. 

Dan vectored me back to the LZ and lined 
me up. More radio chatter than I could fo llow 
and I just focused on the briefing from the 
Black Hat. I told him I knew where to park 
and he could stay down, same drill, ammo out 
the left, wounded in the right, out in seconds. I 
didn't have any idea how long we were on the 
ground, seemed like one of those real long eter­
nities. My voice started to crack a little on 

short final as there was a lot more smoke, noise 
and bigger explosions all around. I didn ' t 
come in as fast as Dan did but pushed it as 
much as I thought I could. I went to ground 
with a bauble and bump which later added to 
my admiration of how Dan set it down so fast 
ye t smooth. This time the crew chief was again 
firing and the right door gunner was pushing 
ammo and helping load wounded, yelled to me 
we were up and as I pulled pitch Dan was light 
on the controls and pointing out the mortar 
rounds that were walking across the LZ toward 
us to the Tomcats who were looking for the 
rubes. The take off and turn was smooth. I 
stayed low bur didn't touch any trees on the 
way out. Dan knew I didn't realize how close 
the mortars were getting when we left in the 
nick of time, he shared that later. I had actually 
seen them but was not processing the informa­
tion to its conclusion. I was just taken by the 
concussion I could fe ll in my chest from the 
explosions and the total noise was amped up to 
some unbelievable level. 

As Dan vectored me out and toward English 
he had to shout because our ears were ringing 
and there were screams of pain from behind us. 
The Crew Chief was t rying to get the wound­
ed guys comfortable on the hard floor and I 
never looked in the back. On the way back to 
English we got instructions to do one more re­
supp ly. This time at the hospital pad I 
watched the Crew Chief and Door Guirner 
pour buckets of water over the cargo deck to 
wash out the blood and stuff It was the "stuff' 
that I thought was about to make me loose it 
so I looked straight out the windshield and got 
my stomach under control. I don't remember 
thinking about it then but I am amazed my 

pants were not wet during this night. We did 
a third resupply and it went much quieter, less 
green tracers, no mortar, but still went in and 

. out fast. On the 3rd run I think he let me do 
that one too because I seemed less scared fly­
ing. 

The next day at English the XO called me in 
after talking to the crew chief. He told me the 
CO of the grunt platoon let him know the 
guys we brought back lived and the unit was 
not overrun and made it through the night 
because we made 3 runs. H e wanted the pilot 
awarded for the action. The XO said I was the 
only one on the scene and I should write up 
the facts of what happened, no adjectives, no 
story, just facts in chronological order. 

42 years later I went to San Antonio to visit 
Dan Greene. We had played guitars together 
in Vie tnam, wro te songs and made music 
whenever we could. He showed me his Distin­
guis h ed Flying Cross award that h e had 
received for the night he and I did my first 
combat mission. I congratulated him and told 
him how I was instructed to write just the facts 
and I did. I flew with some great IPs in our 
unit, Charlie Foster comes to mind but I will 
always be grateful to Dan Greene for making 
me a better pilot and being the calm effective 
leader that he was. He got to fly most of the 
years. of the rest of his life including taking his 
wife Rachel up in their Piper Cub the day 
before he passed. I think he was blessed to 
have a life flying on his own terms. H e will be 
missed dearly by many. 

Rick Beaver 
B/229th, 1st Cav Div. Mar 67 - Feb 68 

Notice of the passing of the following 12 Military Aviators were received by the VHPA during the production 
period for this issue. None of these men were ever members of the association, nor were the notices of their 

death reported to the Association by a member of the man's family, or by a member of the VHPA; they were all 
obtained through an internet search. Because of that, we have posted the TAPS information we received on 
these men on their individual listings of the on-line membership directory being maintained at VHPA.org. 

If you are not able to retrieve the information on-line, call HQ for assistance ( 1-800-505-VHPA). 

BELL, Lawrence A. L TC (USA, Ret. ), passed away on Dec. 9, 2013 

BOEHM, Charles Edward Boehm, USAF, passed away on 5 Dec 2013 

COLEY, Alvin Lester, USMC, passed away on 14 Dec 2013 

DANIELS, Bobby Leon, Major (USMC, Ret.), passed away on 15 Jan 

2014 

DOWLESS, John A. passed away on 21 Dec 2013, graduated flight 

training with Flight Class 54-D FW. 

GILL,NormanR. "Bud", passed away on 15Jan 2014 

HAGEE, Robert D. LTC (USA, Ref.)' Hagee. Passed away on 12 Dec 

2012, flew in Vietnam with the 68th AHC (1967-68) and the 190th 

AHC (1968) 

JESSUP, Morris Michael "Mike", LTC (USE, Ret.). Passed away on 1 

Jan, 2014, flew in Vietnam with the 178th ASHC (1968-69) under the 

Boxcar callsign. 

LEACH, George C., LTC (UA Ret.) passed away on 27 Jan 27, 2014, 

graduated flight training with Flight Clas.s 66-2. 

PERRYMAN, James Marvin Jr., COL (USMC Ret.), passed away 31 

Dec 2013, flew in Vieman1withVM0-6 ( 1965-66) 

SNIDER, James Freeman, passed away on 8 Dec 2013, graduated flight 

training with Flight Class 67-17 & 67-19 

TEFFEA Y, Arthur Robert, passed away on 08 Jan 2014, graduated Hight 

training with Flight Class 69-20. 

THRASHER, Billy John, passed away on 16 Jan, 2014 

WHITE, Randolph (Randy) Clifford Sr., passed away on 13 Jan 2014 

WILLIAMS, William G. II, passed away on 18 Dec 2013, graduated 

flight training with Flight Class 66-3, flew in Vietnam with C Battery, 

2/20th ARA, 1 CD ( 1966-67) 
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AIUZONA CHAPTER 
Bill Sorenson, President 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NORTH 
Ken Fritz, President 

CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 
Tom Mc Millen, President 

FORT WOLTERS CHAPTER 
CHAPTER, it's now: 
Adam Steczko, President 

GEORGIA CHAPTER 
Bill Mc Rae, President 

MONT ANA CHAPTER 
Todd Brandoff, President 

-
NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 
Les Haas, President 

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER 
Pete Purnell, President 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
Brock Nicholson, President 

OHIO IUVER LZ CHAPTER 
Bob Hamilcon, President 

LOUISIANA GULF COAST CHAPTER OLD DOMINION CHAPTER 
Victor Lene, President 

SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER 

THE ALAMO CHAPTER 
Chi Brown, President 

SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
(Celebrate Freedom) Chapter 
Lar Russell, President 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
Sven Akesson, President 

VHPA OF FLOIUDA, 
Tom Rountree, President 

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
Don LeMaster, President 
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I . . 

I VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
ARIZONA CHAPTER 

T he Arizona Chapter had a meeting in Mesa, AZ on December 7th. We 
had about twenty plus people attend. We started out at the Commemorative 
Air Force Museum for a tour and then continued to the Golden Corral for 
lunch. The gracious people at the Commemorative Air Force M useum orga­
nized a great tour of the facility. The Golden Corral also treated us equally 
well. All of our members enjoyed the day. 

Robert Simon is planning a coffee clutch down in Sierra Vista. This will pro­
vide the Fort Huachuca area members the opporturlity to gather for coffee and 
storytelling. Hopefully we can do the same at another of our members locations. 

We will t ry to schedule a cookout (before it becomes too hot) for the next 
meeting in either March or April. C all or E-mail me for details. 

Bill Sorenson, President 

FORT WOLTERS CHAPTER 
The June chapter meeting will be held at the National Vietnan1 War Muse­

um site just outside Mineral Wells, Texas, on Samrday,JW1e 7th, 20 14. The 
main event is the ceremony to update the Memorial Wall, which begin at 
10:00 hours. The chapter meeting will be held immediately after the ceremo­
ny. Meals for members will be catered at a cost of$20 per person. Everyone is 
invited to attend the ceremony. Since it is Texas in June, dress accordingly. 
Bring the adult beverage( s) of your choice should you wish (BYOB). 

Details will also be available later on the museum site a t 
http: //W\vw.nationalvnwarmuseum.org/news.htm 

OHIO RIVER LZ CHAPTER NEWS 
By the time this update is printed, the Ohio River LZ Chapter would have 

met during the third week ofFebmary. This reW1ion/gatheringwas in prepara­
tion for the National Retmion in Louisville this July. Our chapter is excited to 
welcome the National VHPA Reunion to Lotiisville for the first time EVER 
and look forward to assisting the National VHPA in making the Louisville 
remlion memorable and fun. 

Our group will assist with the GolfT ournan1ent, bus loading, registration T­
shirts and any other activities required by the National organization. 

In addition, the Ohio River Chapter will conduct a spectaculat motorcycle 
ride on the back roads of Kentucky on Thursday, July 3rd, 2014. Departure 
from the Galt House is planned at 10:30. The route will take the group up a 
scenic by-way to the Bedfurd, KY area. From there the group will go to New 
Castle, KY for a lunch catered by the "Smoke Doctors." After lunch, if anyone 
in the group desires to return directly to Louisville, they can split from the 
group and take a very easy route back to the Galt House from New Castle. 
From the New Castle lunch stop, the remaining group will ride to Frankfort, 
KY to the Vietnam Memorial. The Kentucky Vietnam Memorial is a unique 
memorial as it is set up as a giant sundial that only casts a shadow thru a certain 
portion of the name of the veteran on the Day of his death. All MIA names are 
placed so a shadow never reaches that area. 

After a visit at the memorial, the ride returns to Louisville in time to attend 
the reenactment on the Great Lawn in Louisville. Please go to the 
www.ohrivlz.org website for additional information and lunch reservations. It 
will be necessary to communicate with the Ohio River Chapter about the ride 
and lunch reservations and payment. This motorcycle ride is NOT sponsored 
by the National VHPA in anyway. 

It is important to remember that Louisville has so much more to offer than 
what could ever be scheduled during a reunion. There are activities from 
w1dergrow1d tours and w1dergroW1d zip-lines in the 17 miles of caverns w1der 
Louisville to Glass Works, Louisville Pottery and so many other possibilities 
too numerous to mention here. 

If you wish to volw1teer for a support fimction during the reunion, please 
contact us via our web site. We plan to "spread the wealth" amongst many vol­
unteers so we all can participate in making this a success and also enjoy the 
Lotiisville reW1ion activities ........ See you in July ! ! ! ! ! ! 

Bob Hamilton, President 

UPPER MIDWEST CHAPTER 
The Upper Midwest Chapter met on 15 January 2014 at the Historic 

Fort Snelling Officers C lub. We had eleven members present for a very 
nice lunch and social/business meeting. New Officers were elected for 
th e coming term : Pres ident - Bert Leach, Vice Pres ident - Don 
Abrams, Treasurer - Jim Bankston, Secretary, - Russ Jowers and Imme­
diate Past President - Ray Wilson. The Chapter has established a 
Speakers Bureau. We hope to educate interested organizations such as 
schools, towns, Rotary and Lions C lubs concerning the lives of Heli­
copter Pilots who flew in Vietnam. The Chapter is continuing to orga­
nize and establish its base membership. T he next meeting will be also at 
the Officers Club on 21 March 2014. Anyone interested in joining our 
Chapter should contact our new President, Bert Leach, at •••• 
- Anyone interested in attending our next meeting should RSVP 

to Russ Jowers at··············· 
Bert Leach, President SubQ:titted by Russ Jowers 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (SoCal) Chapter 
The SoCal Chapter has h ad a fund raiser going since November 

for a new Fisher House at t he Long Beach VA. As I write this our 
members have donated $530, our chapter fund is donating $1000, 
and the VA is matching our contribution for a total of $3060.00 
wh ich all will be donated to the Fisher House in Long Beach in mid 
February. This facility will be built on the VA property and have 21 
units of living quarters for fami ly members to stay whil e visiti ng 
injured and sick veterans. Think of it as a Ron ald McDonalds 
House for Veterans. 

In late February the SoCal Chapter members wi ll be assisti ng 
VHP A National at the HAI Convention (Helicopter Association 
International) in Anaheim CA. We will have an information booth 
to recruit new members and show the helicopter industry we're sti ll 
around. 

On Saturday March 15th at ll am, the SoCal Chapter will have 
our Annual St. Patty 's BBQ and meeting at Wings and Rotors 
Museum at French Valley Airport. This is the home of the UHl-B 
Gunship that st ill flies to many events throughout California. It 
was the lead sh ip of Flying Thunder accompanying Rolling T hun­
der to The Wall in DC a few years back. The museum also has a 
CH-34, OH-58, TH-55 and F4 which they plan on flying soo n. 
Even if you are not a chapter member please come by and check us 
out and enjoy the BBQ w ith us. Full details on the gathering are 
availab le at : Wingsandrotors.org. 

Sven Akesson, President 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
(CELEBRATE FREEDOM) CHAPTER 

T h e SC VHP A Chapter is looking at an even busier year then 2013. 
As you know, our guys help the 

Celebrate Freedom Foundation's SOaR program (Student/School 
Opportunities and Rewards) visit schools in the South East. We t rans­
port one of our Vietnam Vet Cobra helicopters, on a custom built 
trailer, to schools all aro und South Carolina. Mos tly as p art of a 
USAREC recruiting mission, so metimes as a push for poor perform­
ing sch ools to do a better job of teaching STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math). 

We've acquired a new prime mover to transport "Anni e" our 2/20th 
ARA bird. It's a huge improvement from "Bubba" our 1989 Army 
surplus tractor with power nothing and an even less amount of cush­
ioning springs. It has been replaced with a 2005 GMC 4500 custom 
hauler with power everythin g, satellite, multi cd, DVD TV back 
seat / bed combo - oh boy! W hat a difference. Too bad we didn't h ave 
it when I went to Maine last year when we honored an ARA POW. 

Larry Russell, President 
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SOUTH MISSOURI CHAPTER 
The year 2014 looks to be a great year for the Soud1 Missomi 

Chapter ofVHP A Soon, we will welcome our 1 OOm member 
(we are currendy at 96). Some of our chapter members are 
moving into leadership positions. We are continuing to collect 
books for our state Veterans' H omes and Hospitals. Our meet­
ings provide d1e joys of fellowship and camaraderie. We wel­
come new members and visitors to be our guest at Quarterly 
meetings. Details of our meetings, omer chapter events, and 
additional activities of interest can be found on our website, 
vhpasmo.org. 

ALASKA CHAPTER 
The weather and the "snow­

bird" status of many of our 
members h ave slowed down 
activities significantly! In our last 
meeting there was a lot of interest in the 
July National VHP A reunion and hope­
fully a big turnout from Alaska will grace 
the beer truck! Our Chapter plans to 
meet again the first week of March to nail 
down our summer ac tivities. The d1apter has held some very interesting and informative 

programs during our luncheon meetings. One member made a 
slide presentation on his return trip and bicycle tour ofViecnam. 
Omer programs deal t wim me Freedom Birds, d1e history of 
d1e blood chit, and me histoiy of Vietnam prior to d1e U. S. 
involvement. If you have a topic you would like to discuss, or 
know of a topic you feel would have interest to our members, 
please contact someone on d1e Chapter Council. 

Meanwhile, last year the State of Alaska set aside the 29th of March, 2014 as 
Vietnam Veteran's Day and plans a big celebration in downtown Anchorage. Some 
of our members will be volunteers and working on a Veterans panel. More infor­
mation on h ow that goes in the next newsletter. 

This year's National Remuon is being held in Louisville, KY, a 
few diiving hours east of Sr. Louis. Let's put me muuon dates, 
J LUY 1st dirough Sm, on our calendars and show our support for 
the Ohio River LZ Chapter, as d1ey support our National 
Reunion. 

Our Chapter has also been actively engaged in setting up a Vietnam Display at 
our local Veteran's Museum and find that it is an on-going process. But we have a 
display up (see accompanying photo) and running and it has received favorable 
reactions from all our visitors. 

To all you Northeast CONUS guys, get out of cold .. . come up and visit our 
museum ... it's a balmy 40 and blue sky today .. .. Not so sure about tomorrow! But 
we know helicopter pilots can adapt to changing situations ! http ://VHPA-Alas­
ka.org. There is pride in knowing that We Flew 

Bill Thompson, President 

ALAMO CHAPTER 
Our Chapter closed out 2013 with a beautiful Holiday 

Dance on 13 December 2013 at the Army Retirement Center 
here in San Antonio, Texas. Close to 50 members and guests 
joined our hard-working host Chuck Oualline for a fun night 
of good music, great food and tasty libations. 

2014 started out when we met at the famous Barn Door 
Restaurant on 16 January to elect new officers. Kirk "Chip" 
Brown has moved up to our office of president, Dave Whit­
ney was elected vice president, Al Flory was re-elected as sec­
retary, Ben Treadaway was re-elected as treasurer, and Charles 
"Chi c" Carter was elected junior member-at-large. 

We will travel to the T exas Gulf Coast on 4 and 5 March to 
view one of the world's only two small flocks of the endan­
gered Whooping Crane. These rare birds winter at a wildlife 
refuge near Rockport, Texas, and we have reserved seats on an 
excursion boat to view them from just off-shore. Alamo Chap­
ter members should consult their e-mails or the Chapter web­
site for details: www.vhpa-alamo.org 

We plan to form a group to travel to Austin for the dedica­
tion of the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument on 
the grounds of the .T exas Capitol on 29 March. Other plans 
for the year include members visiting Gainesville, Texas, for 
their annual hosting of Medal of Honor recipients, culminat­
ing with a parade on 12 April. 

Members were informed that the Vietnam Helicopter 
Crewmembers Association (VHCMA) will meet in San Anto­
nio 24-28 June of this year, in case anyone wants to attend and 
find any crewrnembers with whom we flew. Also in June, our 
Chapter plans to meet and socialize in a local country/western 
dancehall, which also offers indoor bull riding (not for our 
members) . The exact date has not been determined. 

Another election meeting for 2015 officers likely will be held at the 
Barn Door in September or October, and a Christmas party is 

Lynn Kile, President 

planned in December. Chapter members will receive details and 
updates for all these and other plans by e-mail, and they will be post­
ed on the website. 

Kirk "Chip" Brown, President 
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CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NORTH (CCN) 
The chapter was very busy this past full displaying our Huey at several community 

events. We participated in the Just for Corvettes for Vets show at the Red Hawk Casino 
near Placerville. It was very well attended by veterans from all the services and the Huey 
was a big hiL A golf tournament held in Lincoln Hills to support disabled vets was the 
next venue for the Huey and, as always, it was well received Next up was the Bryte VFW 
birthday party for the USMC followed by the Veterans Day parade in West Sacramento. 
There was good turnout and participation by the community and on the parade route 
through town where we only caught one overhead power line with the rotor. Our final 
2013 Huey display was a Marine sponsored Toys 4 Tots drive held at the CimlS Heights 
Veterans Center. This event included a children's choir from a local school, our local 
United States Congressman, and a visit from Santa to prepare us for the holidays. The 
Marines had to rent a van to collect all the toys that were given and they said it was the 
best toy drive of the year for them. 

We kicked off2014with a holiday party in Fairfield on January 11th with good food, 
good fi:iends, and good conversation. Plans for the year were discussed that included con­
tinuing to upgrade the Huey and participation in community events for the coming year. 
One new idea being explored is "Huey tailgate" parties throughout our area to promote 
the chapter and the VHP A 
With a new web master at the controls our webpage at www.vhpaccn.org is now current 

and infom1ative. The latest membership information is available as well as pictures from 
past events. A simple check of our site and you'll have the latest information on current 
and coming events and activities. 

Ken Fritz, President 

Shown in this photos taken at our Holiday Dinner Party in Fair­
field, CA are (L to R) Ken Lake, Leslie Lake, Jim Stein, Jim Barger, 
Barbara Barger, Mike Whitten, Al Doucette, Marilyn Doucette, 
Darlene Darata, Joe Bilitzke, Marcia Fritz, Ken Fritz, Kathy Ander· 
son and Dave Anderson. 

Photos taken at the Toys 4 Tots toy drive in Sacramento, CA in 
early December 2013. Here we participated in their Christmas 
Parade and also set up out Huey static display. Our participants 
included (L to R) Al Doucette, Ken Lake, Santa "Big Guy" Claus, 
Curt Knapp and Ed Morris . 

VHPA OF FLORIDA been doing this fur many years. 
We have started off2014 running. On January 4th we started by supporting 

the Wounded Warriors Family Support program GolfToumament Sign-up 
in Sarasota, FL with the OH-6 on display. What a great turnout! The tourna­
ment itself was held on January 26th and ended up collecting over $20,000.00 
fur their program. Both of these events were Co-Chaired by one of our mem­
bers BG Jim Hesson and we all enjoyed being a part of such a needed and suc­
cessful veteran's event. 

Then on January 16th we held our flrst meeting of the year at the Hillsbor­
ough County Veterans Parle in Tampa where we had as guests the Hillsbor­
ough County Veterans AfF.rirs Managing Director, Frank Strom and the Hills­
borough County Manager of?arks Services, Ian Hallett as guests. 

Then on January 31st we supported the EMS/Military Expo in Orange City, 
FL with the OH-6. We were expecting over 3,000 High School juniors and 
seniors from the University High School in Orange City and from other area 
STEM schools in the area. However, we were rained out while we set huddled 
in the patkinglot from 7-12:00 pm when the event was cancelled We support­
ed this event last year on a nice sunny day where we enjoyed the questions and 
curiosity from the very talented students. 

The on February 1st we were in Plant City, FL with the OH-6 supporting 
the "Grand Opening" of the AMVETS Post 44. What a turnout we had hun­
dreds of guests and well over two hundred bikers in attendance. 

We have our really big season coming up in the 
next few months our next event will be on Febru­
ary 8 when we will have the OH-6 at the Ameri­
can Heroes Air Show in Gainesville, FL (Home of li'iMll;:I~ 
the Gators). The show is designed to showcase the 
helicopter critical role in law enfurcement, fire safe­
ty, national defense, homeland security and emer-
gency response. - • 

Then on March 22nd we will start the set up fur Sun-N-Fun in Lakeland, FL 
with our Tent-Up, BOD meeting, and Cook Out. This is normally a big 
turnout if fur nothing else other-than to watch a bunch of grey-haired ole men 
erecting a GP Medium tent. (It was easywhen we were in Viernam SO years ago 
and younger!) 

Then starting April 1st thru April 6th we will support Sun-N-Fun Interna­
tional Fly-in and Expo activities at the Lakeland Airport with the OH-6, 
Memorabilia Tent, Sales, and the "Lil LOACff. April 7th will be our tear­

down day. Anyone visiting FL during that period will sure enjoy the event and 
please stop by and say Hi! (We have supported this event fur over 20 years 
now.) 

On April 28th thru May 4th Wi: will be in Melbourne, FL at Wickham Parle 
with the OH-6, "Lil LOACH, and sales supporting the Viernam and All Vet­
erans Reunion. This is the largest and longest lasting Vererans Reunion in FL 
Again if you will bevisitingFLduringthis period make plans to attend 

Although not our next event, just as a heads-up the VHP AF Reunion will be 
held from September 18th thru September 21st in Crystal River at the Planta­
tion Golf Resort & Spa. As always any member ofVHP A is invited to attend 
(For your infurmation, Crystal River is the only place in the United States 
where you are allowed to swim with the manatees.) 

Tom Rountree, President 

Then on March 1st we will support the largest 
and longest running Washington's Day Parade in 
the UnitedStatesinEustis,FL Therewewillhave 
the OH-6 as well as our "LiL LOACH", and a 

cl Thi arad d Tom Tomlinson readying the OH-6 for the Wounded Bob Johnston reading the OH-6 for the Grand motmcy e escort. · s is a great p e an is o · fAMVETS p 44 
Wurl.ors Family Suppon golf fundraising event. pcrungo ost event 

chaired by our member Fred Breuche who has 
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NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 
Work continues on rhe UH-lC/M. The laresr efforr is 

overhead soundproofing in rhe cabin and disconnecting rhe 
flighr controls from rhe servos. We have so many folks who 
want ro move rhe controls, once the servos are disconnect­
ed we'll be able to berrer explain the way a helicopter flies. 
We have also run 110 Volr A/C power supply from rhe 
hearer blanker receptacles ro the external power door. This 
will allow us to opera re a laptop or flar screen and play video 
clips from Viernam. We rhink these improvements will 
help better serve rhe community. 

I need to give a shout our to several people who have 
helped rhe chapter in rhe lasr few months. First, rhanks to Military 
Machines of American Freedom, Inc. We have provided rhem with some 
parts and advice on a sister ship to ours that they are restoring ro display 
status, in return they have made a generous contribution to the chapter. 
Kevin Vislocky is the president and, if you can help him with parrs, please 
contact him @850-510-8651. Next is a genrleman nan1edJeffBiles. He 
has provided borh our trailer and a railboom for our Huey. Most recently 
he is given us a "chicken plare" for our display. Third is Don Mong. He is 
providing rhe Buccaneer nose arr for us. Lastly, we would like to thank 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
THINK SPRING ! The Norrh Carolina Vietnam 

Helicopter Pilots Association (NCVHP A) held irs annu­
al meeting in Raleigh and Clayton, NC, on Saturday, 
February 1. The day began ar 12:00 noon on rhe capitol 
grounds in Raleigh wirh rhe reading of the names of 
rhose still missing in Vietnam. The NCVHP A reads rhe 
names every first Saturday in February ar rhe Vietnam 
memorial. We had four new members joining rhe loyal 
group of former pilots who rum out every February for 
this very moving monthly ceremony honoring MIAs ~. 

rhe l 70rh AH C, specif-

ically George Crawford, Henry Winther, andJJ Johnson. All have been 
more than helpful in our quest for information. Again, rhank you all. 

I feel the chapter has accomplished many things this year and we are 
looking forward ~o the spring display I social outing season. I hope the rest 
of rhe chapters have as hard-working and generous a group of fellow avia­
tors and wives as the North Alabama Chapter. Ir makes my job easy. 

Should you care to contact us, our email is NA VHP A@gmail.com. 
Les Haas, President 

from North Carolina. The NCVHPA then adjourned 
to C layton to Brock and Colleen Nicholson's home, our 
President and First Lady. After lunch, the annual meet­
ing began wirh standard reports and discussion about 
upcoming acriviries, which include mounting Huey nose 
sections in rhe Vietnam Corridor of rhe Pentagon. The 
nose portion of the aircraft thar will be mounted in rhe 
Corridor has been severed from rhe main fuselage. See 
attached photo. Work is continuing ro get rhe helicopter 
pieces of rhe Hueys down to size to fir through doors ar 
rhe Pentagon. We hope to be doing rhis insrallarion rhe 
last of March or the first of April. As of this writing, we 
srill do nor have a date when rhe dedication will occur, 
perhaps in Fall 2014. The NCVHPA feels honored to 
be able ro construct rhis everlasting rribure utilizing the 
Huey which are such a symbol of thar conflict, dedicated 
to all rhose rhar fought in Vietnam. 

Members of the North Carolina Chapter greet the Huey nose-section destined to one day 
be displayed in the Vietnam Corridor of the pentagon. Follow the progress of our prepar­
ing the display both on our website (NCVHPA.org) as well as our FaceBook page. The 
NCVHPA has enjoyed the support received for this effort by the personal at Indian Town 
Gap PA., Bell Helicopter in Ala .. and Pax River Naval Air Station, Maryland. 

This year again promises to be a busy one wirh many events where 
we will share rhe helicopters wirh veterans and rhe public. We are in 
rhe process of firming up rhe schedule shortly. 

Ar rhe conclusion of the meeting, a DVD entitled "ENTERTAIN­
ING VIETNAM" was presented for everyone's viewing. The video 
shared rhe non big name entertainers (those other than Bob Hope, 
etc.) lifestyle and viewpoint while they were yer young and carefree, 
both the adventure and sadness they suffered. We recommend rhis 

DVD ro all who served in Vietnam. It is available online through 
Amazon and other vendors. 

Election of officers included Brock Nicholson, re-elected for anoth­
er year. (He went ro rhe bathroom ar the wrong rime!) Larry Pigg is 
the Vice President elect; Secretary, Bob Inglis; and Treasurer, Carl 
Seegar continues his dedication of more rhan 25 years. For more 
information regarding the NCVHPA activities, please contact Brock 

Nicholson ar······ 
Brock Nicholson, President 

Submitted by B. Seago 
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VHPA SCHOLARSHIP QUESTIONS 
Many in our Membership are asking 
questions about our annual Scholar­
ship program, who is eligible, how is 

it awarded and when can you apply. 
Ok, here goes -

VHPA MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
Currently, cl1e VHPA has five endowed annual scholarships of$1,000 each. 

All of me VHP A scholarship funds are managed by me AAAA Scholarship 
Foundation. The Executive Council has also auiliorized mat all funds donat­
ed at cl1e Annual Business Meeting ,by passing me "CA V HAT', be used to 

increase future scholarships to $2,000 each. All ocl1er funds received at me 
rewlions and iliroughout me year, oilier cl1an cl1e ones donated at cl1e Annual 
Business Meeting, will be used to increase me VHP A endowed scholarship 
account wiili me AAAA Foundation. It is me plan of me Scholarship Com­
mittee, if possible, to continue to offer at least five $2,000 awards every year. 

ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for all VHP A MERIT SCH 0 LARS HIPS, all student appli­

cants must meet one or more of iliese requirements: 
1) The Sponsor (Father or Grandfather) must be a dues current 
member ofVHP A. 
2) The Sponsor must also be a dues current member of AAAA 
and/or the student applicant must be an Associate member of 
AAAA at the time of application. 
3) If a Helicopter Pilot(Father or Grandfather) lost his life while serv­
ing in Vietnam or SE Asia berween 1961-1975 as a helicopter pilot, 
the student applicant must be (a) a descendant of the deceased pilot 
and (b) be an Associate Member of AAAA at the time of application. 
4) If a helicopter Pilot (Father or Grandfather) who served in Viet­
nam or SE Asia berween 1961-1975 but died after his tour (DAT) 
but, before 1982, the student applicant must be a descendant and be 
an Associate member of AAAA at the time of application. 

5) If the student applicant is a descendant of a 
VHP A member who died after 1982 (DAT) 
and who was a dues current member at the 

HOW AND WHERE DOES SOMEONE APPLY 
Go to www.vhpa.org, scroll down to VHP A sd10larships and follow me 

prompts. Or you can go to www.quad-a.org and follow cl1e prompts for "How 
to Apply". All applications must be submitted to cl1e AAAA Fow1dation 
before May 1 of tl1e year me person is applying. 

NOTES OF INFORMATION 
1) All scholarships are awarded by MERIT, not need and you are 
making the application based on how well you have done at school 
grades, activities and honors. Be sure to be truthful and include all 
activities (school or church or other types) and honors received 
2) PLEASE be sure the name of your Sponsor (Father, Grand 
Father, Great-Grand Father) is on the application. Each VHPA stu­
dent application will be checked for eligibility. 
3) Be sure you state that you are eligible for the VHPA Scholarship. 
4) All VHP A applicants are ALSO eligible for all of the other 
AAAA awards. This means that you could be awarded a scholar­
ship other than a VHPA scholarship. In the past almost 55% of all 
VHPA applicants received non-VHPA Scholarships. 

It's never too early to get started on your application. Contact 
the AAAA Foundation now and GOOD LUCK!!! 

Mike Sheuerman, 
Scholarship Committee Fund Raising 
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The story behind this 
issue's Cover Photo 
First, let me make it perfectly clear that I didn't 

cmh this Cobra, we lost this aitcrafi: one night 
when it meshed rotors with a hovering Huey in 
our aircraft parking area. Thankfully no one 
was hurt in the accident, and I think that's why I 
felt comfortable enough to have my picture 
taken as ifI was solely responsible for "bringing down" that aitcrafi:. 

As David Bales, one of the best Safety Officers we ever had in the Army, once 
told us 'We almost never have a new accident in the aviation business, we just 
keep having the same old accident over and over". In this case the cobra landed 
just before dark and aitcrafi: maintenance, knowing it would have to be pulled 
into the hanger first thing the next day, positioned it close to the hanger and 
what they thought was "enough out of the way" to make it through the night. 
Well, sure enough our Night Hawk Huey took some hits that night and was 
forced to rerum at about 03:00 AM. Their crew also figured the aircraft would 
have to be towed into the hanger first thing, and while looking for a place to 
touchdown, they missed seeing the Cobra parked where it shouldn't have been 
- and the blades of the two aitcrafi: meshed. This story sound fumiliar? Perhaps 
the san1e thing happened in your tmit as well 

Last, let me close with publically thanking Ned Ctimmin for his outstanding 
job of bringing my old, dusty, scratched up, faded and age-spotted slide back to 
how it looked 35 years ago. Please don't let your memories fade into history, go 
through your photos and slides &om Viemam and get them preserved. Neither 
Ned, or I care ifyou take them to Wal-Mart, send them to Ned or do anything 
in between those two options, just do all you can to save your photos and slides, 
and our place in history. 

David Adams, Editor of the VHPA Aviator 

5,000 postcards $149 • 10,000 flyers $349 • 1,000 magazines $995 (16 pages. 60# paper) 

(All 2f0-804--03'i0 fo., Spcu-i"'-I O"li"~ "t'ic..i"~! 

Vi&H- M& "'+ www.&k~F.i.c..oM 
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A PINK MIST BY VHP A MEMBER 
JOHN BERCAW, class 67-13, is a 
memoir of h is service in RVN with 
D/1/4 CAY 1 INF and A/101 AYN 
101 ABN in 67-68. Bercaw saw his first 
helicopter in 1950 and was fascinated. 
His journey from a farm in Illinois to 
the cockpit of an Army helicopter in 
Vietnam included a youthful run-in 
with the law followed by four forma-

0.11illll'JIR-l t ive years in the USMC. He credits 
the USMC with tu rning his life 
around, but flying helicopters still 
called to him. 

Bercaw joined the Army and reported 
to Class 67-13 at Ft. Wolters, TX, sweating through 

controlling and guiding squirrelly training helicop ters all around 
west Texas. Like many of us, Bercaw had his ge tting lost and low 
on fuel training experience. Advanced t rain ing, at Ft. Rucker, 
introduced the mysteries of flying so lely by a few instruments; 
something Bercaw found very challenging but overcame. His real 
t raining would come in Vietnam. 

Assigned to D/1/4 CAV 1 INF at Phu Loi in September of 

As promised, the second volume of VIETNAM WAR HELI­
COPTER ART, by John Brennan who served with the 114th 
AHC in Vietnam as a Flight Operations Coordinator, has arrived. 

This is Brennan's continuing tribute to all Vietnam helicopter 
pilots and crew members. He put out a call for photographs and 
received what he calls a "t reasure trove" of hundreds of color pho­
tographs , many contrib uted by VH PA members, of this unique 
form of American fo lk ar t along with stories of the pilots, crew 
members, and "fl igh t line artis ts" who created the art. Although 
Brenn an h as worked for the Smithsonian's Na tional Air and 
Space Museum Library in the pas t he still considers himself more 
of a conduit than a curator. H is books are a las t ing legacy to all of 
those who served in helicopter uni ts in Vietnam. 

Michael Lazares , a VHPA Member 
and ret i red CW5 has a new book, 
WE GOTTA GET OUT OF THIS 
PLACE, a collection of 4 5 stories 
from helicopter pilots , crew chiefs, 
and gunners who served and sacri-
ficed in what we know as the "heli­
copter war. " There are a wi de 
range of stories from intense narra-
tives of combat, rescues , escape 
and evasion, and a few very funny 
incidents. Sadly, some of the 
authors have passed on. 

Lazares, who served wit h 
C/2/20 ARA and E/82 ARTY in 

67-68 and 196 ASHC in 69-70, has 
included stories from crew ch iefs and gunners; men, 

1967, he joined the aeroscout platoon flying an OH-13S - the 
firs t night there he learned about "incom ing" and the etiquette of 
entering a bunker rapidly. O ther lessons abo ut so called "safe 
areas," BDAs after Arc Lights, keeping your cool under fire, and 
looking for enemy . 51 caliber weapons - somethi ng he found 
absu rd, awai t ed. Early in 1968 Bercaw was reassigned to 
A/101AVN 101 ABN and headed north to Phu Bai, flying a UH­
lH. His missions west of Da Nang in the often rain shrouded 
moun tains were intense. Combat assaults, extrac tions of troops 
in contact, the wounded, and the dead were the order of the day. 
The book title directly refl ects one of his more .intense missions. 

Bercaw has done an excellent job in this art iculate narrative of 
his tour of duty. He is candid about the many absurdities of the 
mili tary and the war he encountered during his tour of duty. T he 
abrup t transi tion from intense combat and the reception he and 
many Vietnam veterans received at ho me were t roubling to him 
for a long time. I highly recommend this book. 

A Pink Mist (296 pages, $11.85, $2.99 Kindle) by John A. 
Bercaw, ISBN 978-1482772809 is available by order from your 

local book store, Amazon, or other book suppliers. 

Brennan is also th·e author 

of U.S. Army Helicopter II.Ill~ 
Nam es i n Vietnam (Hellgate 
Press). Vietn a m War Heli ­

copter Art, Vols . 1 or 2 
(ISBN : 978 - 0811713 4 98 , 

Stackpole , 208 pages, 
$26.95) by John Brennan 

are available by ordei: from 
the publishers , the author 
(johnmailman@yahoo.com) , 
and your local/ online book 

suppliers . 

who put their lives into the hands of some very yo ung Army heli ­
copter pilots in Vietnam. We are privileged to hear their impor­
tant voices . Lazares has done a good job with this book which I 
h ighly recommend. 

Lazares, who is also the author of Goodbye, My Darling; H ello, 
Vietnam, has been keeping busy and Volume 2 of We Go tta Get 
Out of T his Place is in the works. Lazares is looking for stories 
for Vo lume 2. His post-Vietnam memoir, Tacoma Blue, has just 
been published and will be reviewed in an upcoming edition of 
the Aviator. Lazares may be con tacted at mdlazares@comcast.net 

We Gotta Get Out of this Place (282 pages, $15.00 at C reate­
space.com/books/store and Kindle version $3.99 at Amazon) by 
Michael D . Lazares, ISBN 978-1492922261 is available from the 

author at www.mdlazaresauthor.com, or other book suppliers. 
All profits from this book go to the Wounded Warrior Project. 
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OUR FLIGHT HELMETS STILL FIT 
by Member john Wilkes 
There is a place, a very special place where an Old Vietnam Helicopter pilots still 

put on a US Army uniform, strap on a US Army Helicopter and ~ the old ~~ 
says, "slip the surly bonds of earth to dance the skies on laughter-silvere~ wmgs . 
That place is the US Army Aviation Center of Excellence at good old Mother 
Rucker". 

With all the talk about the lase Vietnam Aviator on active duty hanging up his 
wings, I thought our group of rare old birds should get an honorable mention. Dear 
reader, there are many of us who only surrendered our Warrant or Commission but 
managed to keep our Aviator Wings firmly affixed to our chest. When I went 
through Flight School in class 66-21 there was a joke ofi:en told around Rucker, that 
all Old Army Helicopter Pilots return to Mother Rucker to die. The wisdom of 
years has taught me that I heard the joke wron& The truth is all Army Aviators 
have the honor of returning home to Mother Rucker. A privileged few among those 
retirees who return to Alabama will be able to instruct new Flight Srudents, if they 
can pass their Annual Army Standardization Check Ride and keep an FAA Class II 
Flight physical in their pocket. Today many of us still call Cairns (Shell, Hanchey, 
or Lowe) Tower for an ATC clearance each and every mornin& Gentlemen, it still 
seems this new crop of fledgling flight srudents need to learn the lessons we learned 
the hard way in the jungles ofVietnam. The sound of the ping-ping and your door 
gunner yelling in your ear, "Sir, were taking fire" seems to have changed little over the 
past few decades. It would appear we old war dogs still have a few flights lefi: in us 
over southern Alabama skies. Some Flights in tl1e Advanced Division even have a 
special nick name for any Instructor Pilot still in his sixties; they call him "Boy". 

Today all US Army and Air Force Helicopter Pilots as well as the Pilots from many 
oilier Nations start out Flight School being trained by Contractors who work for 
URS Fort Rucker. URS Fort Rucker is a large Defense Contractor providing 
Instructors for Prin1ary Flight Division, Advanced lnstrun1ents Division, Basic War 
Fighter Skills T rainin& Flight Simulator Training and Academic Training to me US 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence. Of me 330 or more active Contract Flight 
Instructors still on flight Status wim me us Army Aviation School almostone iliird 
are former Vietnam Combat Pilots. That number does not include me Department 
of me Am1y Civilians (DAC) who still futhfi.tlly serve America in an Army uniform 
every day. Thirty eight years after the lase soldier lefi: Vietnam we have me same Pilots 
still flying me TH-1 (UH-1) and TH-67 ( 0 H-58C) providing quality training to a 
new crop of Am1y and Air Force Aviators. Along witl1 a few old Maintenance guys 
and Test Pilots, Vietnam still has quite a foot print in Flight Training here at Fort 
Rucker. Even after all mese years some of us have been blessed by our GOD wim 
enough good health to keep passing a Class II Flight Physical each year. 

The Flight Instructor who wins me award for being tl1e oldest Vietnam veteran is 
Mr. Hjalmer R Gohn) Blad of Daleville Alabama. For a man approaching his sev­
enty ninm (79!) biriliday, tlm is an accomplislunem most of us will never experi­
ence John entered the Army as an enlisted man on July 3, 1953 rising to me rank of 
E-5. He started his flying career wim Flight Class 65-4W and crossed over the big 
pond witl1 the 1 /9m Cav. to fly UH-1 slicks and OH-13S scouts out of An Khe 
througl1 out 1965-66. After spilling his blood in three shoot downs John spent his 
second tour .flying real helicopters (CH-47) wim me "Big Windy's" of me 180th 
ASHC in II Cotps during 1967-68. Completing anomer tour in Germany and 
one in the states John took his ffiest full of medals into retirement as a CW3 in 
1974. Like many of us, he continued to serve our nation as a civilian with tours 
around me world After flying Hueys in me nation of Iran for three years John lefi: 
Iran as a passenger on one of me last planes out of that hot spot during me Iranian 
Hostage crisis in the late seventies. Wim his world travels complete, John returned 
to his roots at Momer Rucker in 1980 to begin his new career training US Army 
Aviators. For me last 33 years he has placed his special mark on many of me Army's 
finest. Not one to slow down, John just passed anomer ofour coveted FAA Class I 
Flight Physicals to go wim his Airline Transport Rating (A TR) and plans to com­
plete his 79th year of life teaching Instrument flight to the next generation of A via-

tors whose grandfathers have 
not lived as many years on our 
makers green earth as John. If 
you're countin& mat's 48 years 
on flight Status. Just so you will 
know John is really human, at 
Seventy Eight he is now 
required to wear eye glasses 
when he flies. 

Like John Blad, each of us old 
Vietnam guys have a story to 
tell of war and love of country 
but the one common denomi­
nator is, when we look in the 
mirror to shave every morning 
we see a Helicopter Pilot smil­
ing back at us. I'm sure I speak 
for all the Vietnam guys when I 
say I truly love having the 
opportunity to still teach these 
very exceptional young men 
and women. Each day as I give 
primary instruction to my sru­
dems in how to make a steep 
approach or straight in touch 
down autorotation my mind 
may drifi: back to the winter of 
1966 when I was flying CH-
34' s around Europe with the 
350th A VN CO. or tol968 
when I was flying A-model 
Chinooks through the central 
highlands of II Corps with me 
"Shrimpboat's" of me 179th 

Our Author, John Wilkes in Vietnam. Taken in 
the summer of 1968 while he was flying with the 
179th Assault Support Helicopter Company 
from Camp Holloway in Pleiku. 

ASHC. This job allows those John Blake receiving his retirement certificate 
memories to stay fresh in my from the Army in 1974. 

mind. At almost 68 years I 
stand amazed that the US 
Army will still encrust me wim 
America's finest young soldiers 
and men tell me to take this 
Multi-Million dollar Heli­
copter and go make Army Avi­
ators out of these pedestrians. 
The Army has retired me Huey 
but we old war dogs may never 
wear out. It's like living the 
famous lines from that olq 

John Wilkes today with WOC student Peter 
poem each day. "Oh I've Blickhahn at Allen Stage Field on family day 
slipped me surly bonds ofEarili 2013. 
to dance the skies on laughter- . 
silvered wings. Sunward I've climbed to join me rumbling mirili of sun-split clouds, 
- and done a hundred things omers have only dreamed about". All mese past years 
and all mose hundred wondrous things have made for an exciting and fulfilling life. 
Who knew retirement could be this enjoyable. 

John W. Wilkes 
STINGRAY27 

Primary Division 
Cairns AAF, Fort Rucker 




