
VC Fail To Seize And Hold Song Be 
Song Be (CIB) - A Viet 

Cong regiment estimated at 
2500 insurgents tried to 
seize and hold the Phuoc 
Long Province 
Song Be, some 
north of Saigon, 
11 but failed. 

capital of 
75 miles 

early May 

Estimates of co,mmuni<;t 
ca.sualties ran as high as 
l()IJ-0 by U.S. and Vietnam­
ese officiaas as 53 bodf es 
were counted and nume-

lv,~~~N;MI 
Textile Mill 

Attacked 
Sa.i:gon (CIB) - An esti­

mated platoon of Viet Cong, 
dressed in ARVN Marine 
uniforms, attacked the Sico 
Vina texthle mill shortly 
afternoon Thursday, killing 
five Regional Force soldiers 
and three ci.vili,ans hefore 
being driven off. 

The textile mill, located 
just on the Bien Hoa high­
way eight kilometersi north 
of Saigm1, was previously 
hit several months ago. 
Authorities could offer no 
explanation for the two att­
,acks on the plant, which 
is located i:n a heavily built­
up area. 

• • • 
Arrow Wound 

~1g,on (CIB) - A Marine 
sentry on duty at Da Nang 
was wounded by a 13 inch 
arrow shot by an unknown 
bowman. He was treated 
and released. 

* * • 

Terrorism Increases 
Saigon (CIB) - Overall 

acts of terrorism and sabo­
tage •increased by 80 over 
last week, with the greatest 
increase centered in the IV 
Corps area. Total incidents 
reported this week were 
540, with te:-rorism in the 
IV Corps increasing from 
185 to 275. Activity also in­
creased from 60 to 100 in­
cidents in the · II Corps 
area, but dooreases occured 
in I a:nd Ill Corpsi and the 
Capital Military Di.strict. 

* * • 
Song Be Fight 

Continues 
Sa1igon (CIB) - Govern­

ment forces killed 20 Viet 
Cong along the Song Be 
River about two kilometers 
east of Phuoc Dinh. Re­
ports said that the govern­
ment force, on a search 
and clea.r mission after 
Monday's attack in force, 
received h1itense mortar 
:fire after they discovered 
neady 200 VO bodies in a 
field. 

In the ensuing fire fight, 
ARVN troops killed 20 Viet 

(Continued on page 8) 

rous other dead and wound­
ed were carried awal'. 

Five Ameri<:ans died and 
14 wounded while Vietnam­
ese forces lost 37 killed and 
62 wounded in the n ght­
long encounter. Stor'es o' 
Viet Cong atrocities and 
America:n heroh,m came 

* 

from bat.tle reports as four 
of the five U.S. dead were 
slain in the American dis­
pensary - some already 
wounded - and at Lea.st 
one communist died at the 
hancm of a wou'nded U.S. 
soldier wielding a pocket 
knife. 

* 

From a Saigon Navy hos­
pital bed, Arm,y Staff Sgt. 
Aldrege Martin recalled the 
furious struggle tha,t foiled 
the Viet Cong attempt to 
capture the province capital 
for a ten-day period. 

The communists, struck 
with about five battalions 

* 
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* * * 
'Mojave' Helicopters Remove Downed 
Aircraft From Rugged Territories 

Tan Son Nhut (USASCV-10) --c Sentries keep a sharp eye o~ the surrounding 
countryside as the chopper crews rig up the sling to pull the downed aircraft 
fr.om the rice paddy. The crews work swiftly, realizing that every minute on 
the gr'Ollnd increases chances of a Vi:et Cong attack. 

Soon, the huge Mojave 
heliicorpter, with its heavy 
load, is en route to a near­
by air base where the crash­
damaged Skyraider can be 
repaired and put into serv­
ice again. 

This emergency service 
for damaged aircraft is 
provided in Viet.nam by 
three "Mojave Tow Com­
panies," using the rugged, 
versatile OH-37 Mojave he­
licopter as a tow wrecker. 

Three units, t.he 339th, 
611th and 56th Transp4>rta­
,tion Companies, fly daily 

throughout the 750---mile 
length of Vietnam recover­
ing downed aircraft. Oper­
a,ting almost, constantly in 
hostile terrlitory, the crews 
of the recovery choppers 
have rescued almost every 
type of aircraft engaged in 
helping the Vietnamese 
thwart' the Commumst 
threat. 

The Mojave, with its twi:n 
engines, cruises at. 86 knots 
with a payload of recover­
ed aircraft. The craft can 
carry 23 fully-equipped ,sol-

diers or 24 wounded pa­
tients on litters er equip­
ment a.s · bulk)j,' and heavy 
as the 105mm howitzer, at 
other times. 

Using an external sling 
for aircraft recovery, the 
powerful workhorse can 
carry up to three and ove 
half tons. 

One airCJraft commander 
describes the recovery ope ... 
rations as a "vital crash 
and carry" :program whtch 
"11'.eans an aircraft can re­
turn to flight another day." 

RECOVERY CHOPPERS- A U.S. Army CH-37 "Mojave" is attached lo downed 
Ul-A "Otter" by personnel of the recovery crew. A sling is lowered from the "Mojave" 
in a effort lo recover the crashed "Otter" from a rice paddy in the· Mekong Delta. 

in the early morning hours. 
The attack began with a 
mortar h,ombardment al­
most leveling many of the 
buildings. 

"The fir.st. mortar round 
hit the mess ha.ll and woke 

Sgt. MARTIN 

me up. I pulled on my pants 
and boots and started for 
my post. I ran crouched 
down because mortar frag­
ments were flying all a­
round,'' continues Martin. 

The explosions 'roused the 
other Americans. Each man 
had a preassigned positi,oJJ. 
in the event of attack and 
was scurrying for a post. 

"As I was running, a 
flare went off a.nd lit up the . 
place, .so l dodged behind 
.some canvas and trted t.o 
keep from making an easy 
target." states Marti:."1. "I 
was laiying on my side fir-­
ing when a mc.rtar round 
went off at my feet." 

Martin was unable to 
walk having rece've•d con­
cussion and fragmentation 
wounds,. He managed to 
crawl to the saJety of a 
nearby t,rench. 

Also heading for the same 
tre~ch was Sg,t. Maj. Ro­
bert Frander. ''I was pro­
tected by a wall and I was 
timing tbe mortar rounds 
coming in. I waited for a 
break t.o run to the trench " 
he said from a Loopital bed. 

"Four of us were in the 
same hole," he continues 
"We kept covering for on~ 
another, each of us taking 
a side of the hole. The vc 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Notice 
The OBSERVER is in­

creasing the number of 
copies printed each week. 
We are interested in 
knowing of persons or 
groups of people that 
have been receiv,ing in­
sufficient, number of co­
pies. This information 
will help us to make bet­
ter and more complete 
distr.ibution. Call MACV-2 
(CIB), 60174. (The Editor). 
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The Nature Of The Conflict Honor Roll "The world as it is in Asia is not a serene 
or peac~ful place. The first reality is that 
North Vietnam has attacked the independent 
nation of South Vietnam. Its object is total 
conquest. 

* 
* 

I 

SILVER STAR 
(Posthumous) 

Capt Gerald C. Capelle 
"Of course, some of the people of South 

Vietnam are participating in attack on their 
own Government. But trained men and sup­
plies, orders and arms flow in a constant 
stream from North to South. This support is 
the heartbeat of the war." 

* 
* 

ht Lt. Royal G. Isaacs Jr. 

SILVER STAB 
Capt Thomas N. Sherburne 
S~11t Henry A. Keating 
S,1'5 John F. Huske 

LEGION OF MERIT 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
Lt Col Gernard D. Dean 
Lt Lol Frank K. Gardner 

* Lt Col Virgil M. Mone 
_____________________ _j DISTINGUISHED J:<'LYING 

CROSS 
(posthumous) 

Integrity Is Honor* ~~oL;I!;~:t~;l:D 
FLYING CROSS 

The special degree of integrity required of a capt Elbert c. Nye 
member of the Armed Forces is the frnal test of* 1.,1 Lt Hobert E. Bergquist 
h A h f

" . . WO Anthony Wotkyns 
onor. ill0Og t e more speCI ic mean10gs of 1nte- Sp5 Michael Moritz 

grity are truthfulness, other aspects of honesty, and HRONZE STAR 
dependability. . J~-- * w/V, 

Unless a serviceman can, be relied upon for capt Jame• w. Bramlet 
absolute truthfulness, he cant be relied upon al C•pt Robert w. Butler 

11 'fh t f th S · · · d d Gaµt P .. u1 E. La8ker a . e na ure o e ervices m1ss10n eman s * uapt Rone,t B. Ke.Jy 
the highest standards of personal honesty A Ser- capt 8111 Joues Jr . . • ls1 Lt Michael J. Bart@1me 
vice man who is truthful most of the time is a dan- SFC Gerard A. De Felice 

t f t
-h t· · t d SS1-1t Margaruo J<' ,ruandez Jr. 

gerous man; mos o e ime 1s no goo enough. * s~gt Gtlue R. Hoyt 
lo combat his report of the situation might be the ~Sgt Darol D. Walker . . . . . . . . S.;1 L .. wrence L. Groleau 
basis for a cnllcal dec1s10n 1nvolv1ng men's hves Sp4 Hussell H. McClelland 
That report must be truthful. . * :>FC Michale J. Hogers 

. BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
We must be able to assume ng_htly that our 

fellow service members are men of honor. This is 
2nd 

Award 

why dishonesty of various kinds, whether in official * _ w/__V 
or unofficial matters, is included among the serious MaJ Wesley B. Slmll 
offenses defmed -in the --Btriform -€-ode of Mi-li ary ~RONZE ST~ MEDAL 
.Justice. (The Editor) * Posthumous 

Capt Eugene R. Fowler 
lst Lt David.W. Bowman 

S h I R" * BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

C 00 ecel•ves Lt Col Robert D. Danforth 
c.t Col Cna, Jes A. Hickman Vietnamese 

CARE School * 
~laj Robert E. Fdguny 

E ■ t .l'.laJ Au,t1u Fieucnck 

q U IP men ,IaJ Will,.;r F. ~1.,si,burn 
Maj Htcliard K. W<l>llailo, 
-..apt Vouald W. A·ber<son 

- ,a!Jl Jose,.,h B. Amoe! 
Saiion (ClB)- Depenlent school children of U1e * cdl-'t MaJcot.n Bamlord 

Vietnamese 2nd Reg tment, 1st Division at Dong Ha, c .. l't l'aul E. Jack,,ou _.apt rtamou H. Lopez 
g azed in w JU ierment at the cascade of briQ:htly Cupt rtouald w. Marley 

~ Capt Jacil. A. Metcalf 
colored penc:ils, crayons, plastic rulers and other * cal', stdn!ey t;. souie Ca~t Robert W. Tnomas 
school equipment that !,apt William R. Thomp•on 

led 
. Capt Leruy Wuile 

tumb out when they Capt. David A. Doster, ,.t LI Alau A. Word 
opened a OARE school kit psycholog.i.caJ operations and * .}hi!t Job.u M. Ly1:1c11 

. 11Sgt Lavon V. 1 nompson 
last week. civic actions advisor to the ~FL: ttobert c. Buu1<1iew . . . . SFC Leroy Davis 

The paokage was present­
ed bly Majors Ohar'les R. 
Goldart, Quang-Tr:; Sector 
Command, and William L. 
McMullen, American advir­
sor for the 2nd Regiment, 
and :VietnaJnese Lt. Col. 
Khien, commanding officer 
of the 2nd Regiment. 

5th Infantry Dwis1on, has * Fe Uouald R. Marlow 
been, actilve in th<> CARE ~F(! Henry G. Hat11ff 

v SrC Allon U. Waru 
prograJn in the division's SSgt. P,ml E. B"ker . SSg1 Chaulos K. Bloom 
zone. He has wntten letters * ssg, William L. Keuuall 
h d , 'b ' h ' · Sp6 Robert M. Cunuup ome escr1 mg lS 1nte- Sp5 Fdix Guerra 
rest j]n helping the people :,p4 ~harles R. Willlams Jr. 

in the area, * BRONZE STAR Ml.:DAL 

Doster'.s fathelI' is the ma- 3rd Award 

May 15. 1965 

* MACV Marks First Year 
* Of Change In Command 

~aigon (CIB)- There aren't many MAAG patches 
-+c b~10g worn _in Vietnan_i today. One year ago the 

.\!d1tary Assistance Advisory Group was deactivated. 
f<or ten _years, beginning May 15, 1954, MAAG, Viet. 

* nam a_ss1s_Led the gov_er_nment of the Republic in the 
orgamzat10n and tram10g of the Armed Forces. 

DEVELOPMENT I 
* MAAG, VietnaJn was dent of the Um"ted States 

created when the Republic John F. Kennedy sent Gen. 
of Vietnam was but a fled- Maxwell D. Tay.Lor as spe-, * gling nation, developing its cial military advisor to eva­
basic political structure and I luate the situation. The 
firsit constitution. General's recommendation 

* The country began to was for an added incre~ 
grow and stabilize itself in the strength of MAAG. 
with MAAG at its elbow MACV ORGANJZED 

* a~sisting in every way pos- The increase eventually 
sible. Economically, it be- I brought about the Military 
g~n to pull ahead of 'North Assistance Command,· Viet--

* Vietnam: nam (MACV), organized iJn 
VIET CONG Feb., 1962. 

* Attempting to bring about 
the downfall of the rapicUy 
growing R3public, the V,et 

1! * Cong increased acts of ter­
. ror~sm, propaganda and 

subversion. 

1

1 * Due to the intensifiled vc 
activity, the program of 

· oganization and training of 
I* the Armed Forces was also 

increased. This created a 
need for more '.MAAG per-* sonnel. 

After two years, it was 
discovered that with a 
Headquarters MAAG and a 
Headquarters MACV, many 
functions were belng dupli­
cated. In order to eliminate 
the problem, a study result­
ed in the deactivation or 
MAAG with essential staff 
sections transferred or oon­
solidated under MACV . 

Today, MACV's lll1SS1on 
has not been aJ.tered from 
that of MAAG in the early 

In 1961, the late Presi- (Continued on page 8) 

* 
* 

The prdma.ry class, which 
had just been started, was 
short of all schooil supplies, 
and the school kit, one of 
many different types of 
packaged aid distributed by 

CARE throughout the world, 
will improve the quality of 

nager of the Lakelland Lt Col Philip ' s. Avery 

branch, and when he read * BRONZE STAR MEDAL * 
THE OBSER.VER., ao _autliorized weekly publication, is publisbed 

~! tlie Command !~formation Branck, Office of Information, Hq. 
~S~ACV, for_ U.S. Armed Forces in Vietnam and printed locally 
tn Saigon by V 1etnamcsc personnel. 

instruction presented. 

Meanwhile, ntne thou­
sand miles away, the em­
ployees of the Lakeland, 
Fla., branch of the Mont­
gomer:y Ward Retail store 
have started what may be­
come a naticmal proiject for 
the huge merchandisi;ng 
chain. 

his son's letters to friends 2nd Award 
in the store, the employees: Lt. col Lowell Mikles 
-started a OARE drive and * SSgt 1'.arl L. Borrow 
sent Capt. Doster a oheck PURPLE HEART 
f!or $126 to be used for Maj John D. Hamilton 

. . . . . * 1st Lt Fredric J.G. Cal'isto 
OARE act1v1t1es lil Viet- .st Lt Bradley J. Snyder 

Th h k 1st Lt Bob B. Whan 
naJn. e c ec was pre- .VJSgt Raymond Fletcher 
siented to the Siai,gon of- * SF~ All,n R. ~oyn1on :>FC Roy H. Lilts 
flee last WeeK for deposit ~Fe M1llo11 Ma•,tner ,Jr 
. th OARE "P' B k " :jh(; Lloyd D. Huff . 1n e 1ggy an . ~Sgt Geuc R. Hoyt 

S:..;t R,churd A. Price 
The story of the drive has * ~Sg, Henry A. Smith ~p5 Gh•rles F. l,hittum Jr 

been forwarded to the Sgt Jackie D. Hoskins . 
Mont,gomery Ward maga- ~gt John_ L. Wieckowski Sp4 Marlm V. Smllh Jr, 
zine, and additional contri- * 
butions to the Vietnamese 2nd Award 
CARE program are expect- Capt Ren F. Hord m 
ed. 

* 
C~pt Thomas N. Sherburne 
SFC Alfred J. Maci~• 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

,_ Tbc opinions expressed in tliis publication arc not necessarily tliosc of 
tnc Department o~ ~cfensc or of any of tlie Service departments. Tliia 
paper uses tbe faethhcs of Armed Forces Press Service and tbe news 
services of tlie Service departments to augment local news. Mailinf 
Address: THE OBSER.VER., HQ MACY, APO San Francisco 
96~43. Teleplione 6017-4. 
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Liquid Oxygen Can 
Be Friend Or Foe 

Tan Son Nhut (CJB)- The warmest it ever gets is 
3200 below zero. It is capable of freezing mercury 
or nearly any other known substance into a solid 
mass. It can also bei a life­
saver for jet pilot3. 

This unique substance is 
liquid oxygen, referrect to 
as LOX. The main produc­
tion plant for LOX in Viet­
nam is at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base. 

TSgt. Robert D. Martin , 
NCOIC of the liquid ox;ygen 
plant, says, "It's one of 
the mosti dangerous subs~ 
tanoes known. If a small 
quantity of a.ny hydrooar­
bon, .such as grease or oil, 
gets miXed r.vith it, it ex­
plodes violently. Smoking 
anywhere near it can be 
fatal.'' The material is so 
cold the men must wear 

is produced by subjeoting or­
dinary oxygen to tremend­
ous pressure and heat, is 
used for m~ny things in 
Vietnam. 

"Gaseous or liquid oxy­
gen is oftern used in jet air­
craft for breathing, gase­
ous oxygen is used in we1d­
ing. We also produce nitro­
gen, whioh is used in ra­
dar operatiOlns and also by 
the fire department," Sgt. 
Martin says. 

At the Tan Son Nhut lo-

FILL'ER VP- TSgt. Rohe,t D. Martin, NCOIC of the oxygen plant assists SSgt. 
James B. Sikes in filling a conta_iner with liquid nitrogen. The plant, localed at Tan Son special gloves when hand-
Nhut Air Base near Saigon, produces liquid oxygen and nitrogen for the use of local ling it. Yet, Sgt. Martin 

cation, the liquid oxygen 
uni/I; hasi three plants, 
whiohi must pr<Xluce enough 
liquid oxygen for Local use 
as well as fori supply of 
other air bases in Vietnam. 

/acililies as well a., /or the supplv r,f rfher air bo.•es In Sr,ufl, Vietnam. says, in nearly two years 
--''------------------------------------- of operation at the Tan 

"The other bases have 
plants," Sgt. Martin states, 
"but their capacity is small 
anct they sometimes run 
out. We have to be prepar­
ed to supply them." 173rd Airbone Defends . 

Air Base Around-The-Clock . -~ 

Bien Hoa (CIB)- The main gate at B;en Hoa Airbase, located some 18 miles 
north of Saigon , was heavily guarded. Darkne·ss had settled on the sprawling 
airbase. 

The road leading from the town of Bien Hoa suddenly came alive with a 
column of flashing headlights. One-by-one. jeeps rolled through the gate 

, fl.ashing mounted machine 
guns and personnel armed 
with deadly M-15 automa­
tic rifles. 

Blue patches with white 
wings, caught in the glow 
of light at the gate, read 
.. Airborne" - the insignia 
oJ the 173rd Airborne Bri­
gade (Separate}. 

The column of jeeps was 
returning from an armed 
reconna.imance patrol of 
the defense perimeter sur­
roundiig Bien Hoa. 

The patrol roared down 
a winding dirt road!, past 
the wrecked hulks of B-57 
Canberra bombers, A-1 Sky­
ra,iders - victims nf last 
No-vember's Viet Cong mor­
tar attack on the base -
pas& two armed outposts, 
and up a slight hill to the 
headquarters of the 173rd 
Bcle. 

A few miles away, situat­
ed i:n the heart of an aban­
doned rubber plantation, 
.,C., Oompany of the bri­
gade's 2nd BattaliJOn had 
finished filli:ng .sandbags for 
the network of bunkers pr0-
tecting the camp. Squads 
were grouped, listening to 
mstructions for night am­
bush patrols. " ... set your 
positions and wait for the 
Vi~ Cong; stop the enemy 
and reccYv2r bodies and 
Weapon9 . .. '' 

At a forward ' position, 
men of "C" Co. waited out 
the long, dark hours rut a 
listening post. In the event 
of a Viet Cong attack, the 
lisen.iing pOSlll would make 
first contact with the VO, 
attempt to deploy the ene­
my forces and alert the 
comp~ area behind the 
bunkers. 

The moon was bright. 
Eerie shadows spread. across 
the ground and played 
tricks in the jungle under­
growth. 

The ambush patrols were 
set and wa.'ting at a nearby 
road juncton. The night 
couln be a quiet one or it 
could be the I.as,t night for 
some. 

Hours passed by silently. 
Wit.h every noise - a bro­
ken twig or the sound of 
a night bird calling i'n the 
distance - anxious eyes 
strained looking for some 
sign of SUSproious miOve­
ment. 

The first llJght of a new 
day began seeping in from 
the east and a Long, un­
eventful night came to an 
end. The men of "C" Co. 
began anew the routi:ne 
tasks of ma'ntaining the 
camp. New bunkers had to 
be built and stacks of emp-

j ty sandbags needed filling. 
A column of men filed 

down the road to a clearing 
adjacent to the pla:ntatron 
where training classes were 
underway. 

Under the shade of a 
rubber tree, a ma,keshift 
barbemhop began opera­
tion. The waiting line filled 
sandbags until the barber 
chair was emptyi. Then a 
new man sat down and the 
line moved once and began 
filling sandbags again. 

Combat-ready troops for­
med-up, moved-out along 
the roact and melted into 
the jungle to find and des­
troy Viet Cong tunnels and 
caves in the area. 

For the men of the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade's 2nd Bn., 
defense of the Bien Hoa 
Airbase is a hard, dirty job. 
Heat and mooquitoes make 
the job tougher. There is 
little reward for them but 
day-and-n',ght they build, 
patrol, train, eat and Siteep, 
knowing the Viet Cong will 
be hard-pressect to repeat 
last November',si attack. 

Twenty-four hours a day, 
the '173rd at Bien Hoa and 
Vung Tau respond to their 
jobs of defense with a de­
termined. answer: "All the 
way ... , .Airborne!" 

Son Nhut location, no acci­
dent has occurred with the 
liquid oxygen. 

The liquid oxygen, w.hich 

OXYGEN TEST- A2C William E. Wilsen checks a 
sample of the liquid exygen output /or puriiy. Constant 
checks must be maintaintd on the material to insure it is 
pure and free /1om foreign matter, f:iarticula,ly hydrocar­
bons, which cause a violent explo~ion when mixed with 
fhe vofr,flf,. pn.<. 

215 
In 

Viet 
Bae 

Cong Killed 
Lieu Action 

Sai'gon (CIB) - A total 
of 215 Viet Cong bodies 
were picked up from 
the parched rice fields and 
adjoining mangrove .swamps 
in southern Bae Li.eu pro­
v:ilnce Thursday as quick 
reaction by government 
forces trapped the filve­
oompany VO Soo Trang 
Provincial Battalion. 

Vietnnamese R a n g er s 

were celebrating a victor,y 
before noon as a guerrilla 
force had been caught by 
surprise with 39 killed and 
48 captured 130 miles south 
of Saigon. 

At approximately the 
same time a sharp-eyed 
American obset-vation pilot 
spotted an estimated 50 VG 
south of Soo Trang, 106 

( C oniinued on f:iage 8) 
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COM\1O CHECK- Voice communications are a vital part of modern aircraft operation, 
and radio electronics maintenance is a continuing task With the 33rd Tactical Wing. 
Communications arid navigation expert for the Air Force Advisor_q Team, MSgl Bearden 
E. Balding, right, and Capt. Nguyen Phuoc The, electronics officer for the Vietnamese 
unit, check a plane radio before re-installing it in the aircraft. 

AF Advisory 
Aids 33rd 

May 15, 1965 

Team 
Wing 

Saigon (CIB) - The technical know-how of the 26 Amer­
ican members of the U.S. Air Force Advisory Team No. 1 
is helping the Vietnamese Air Force 33rd Tactical Wing 
keep its planes - ranging from 0?47s to helicopters -
in the air. 

"We are here to nelp the Vietnamese Air Force get 
the maximum performance out of its equipment," says 
USAF Lt. Col. Orlo V. Harkness, team chief for the ad­
visory group. 

He meets several times with his Vietnamese counter­
part Lt. Ool. Pham Ngoc Sang, commanding officer of 
the 33rd, which' is stationed at Tan Son Nhu~, to discuss 
the tactical missions of the unit, tJhe ma.i!ntenance of 
equipment, and even such non-flying subjects as housing 
construotion for members of the wing. 

The 33rd, which flies night flare missions and delivers 
assault, troops, receives advice and help from the mem­
bers of the adviSOT\Yi group, which includes skill€d me­
chanics, radio repair and maintenance men and cargo load­
ing experts. Every sk:hll needed to keep the wing's planes 
i'n the air is included on the team. 

COONEY BIµ.D- The engine of a 20-year old C-47, 
affectionately dubbed "Cooney Bird" by the U.S. Air 
Force pilots who fly them, gels a maintenance check from 
MSgt. 1heodore D. Larson, right, of the U.S. Air Force 
Advisory Team I, and his Vietnamese counterpart. One 
of the most rugged and dependable planes eoer flown by 
the U.S. Air Force, this Cooney Bird and others like it 
are now a part of the Vietnamese Air Force 33rd Tactical 
Wing stationed al Tan Son Nhut. The aircraft are used 
/or the delivery of supplies and assault forces. 

PRECISE SETTING -MaJ. Tu Bo Cam, left, com­
mander of the 33rd Tactical Wing Combat Group, Viet­
namese Air Force, adjusts the setting on a new type flare 
while U.S. Air Force Maj. Robert H. Campbell holds it 
steady. Maj. Campbell is the advisor /or combat operations 
of the 33rd, which include reconnaissance and night flare 
missions and the delivery of assault troops. 

COMMANDERS - Lt. Col. Orio V. Harkness, left, . senior advi&or of the USAF 
team, and Lt. Col. Pham Ngoc Sang, commanding of/leer of the 33rd Wing, watch the 
arrival of aircraft fr,m a recent opera lion. The two work closely to insure the suces1 of the -
unit mi1sion. 
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LOOK HERE NOW- ! st Lt. Francis M . Volk.ringer, 
civil engineering officer of the 31th Air Base Group 
at Nha Trang, uses the aid of interpreter (right) to 
direct the movement of roof shingles and miscellaneous 

-items hy a pair of Vietnamese work.men. The shingles are 
to be used in the construction of a new cantonment area 
to house new arrivals at the Long Van Air Base complex 
in Nha Trang. A native of Newburg, N. Y., Lt. 
Volk_rin,;rer has heen in Vietnam for four months. 

Vietnamese Child Adopted 
Despite Hole In Heart 
Phu My (CIB)- Little Richard had heart trouble. 

Because of this, an American family could not adopt 
him in May, 1964. 

The situation looked bleak. And then, help came 
·from the men of the U.S. 
Army 362nd Signal Co., at 
P hu My, Soulth Vietnam. 

Richard Truong Van 
Phu, of the Phv My orpha­
nage, had a hole separat­

•ing the two chambers of his 
heart. He was not adopt­
able. W:hen SFC M. D. Da­
vis and SP6 H. 0. oaufie:ld 

_ :heard of the three-year­
old's plight, they decided to 
help. Arrangements were 
made to have the chi.Id 

·examined by doct ors. The 
first exa minations showed 

;ari operation was necessary 
- but the medical cost 
would be high. A1ong with 
others in the 362nd, Davis 
and Caufield launched a 
fund drive. 

t.hirds of his young life. 
Little Richard has a new 

home and many orphans at 
Phu My Orphana,ge have 
food, clothes and toys,. 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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Vietnamese 44th Ranger Battalion 
Advisor, Friend Loses American 

Chuong Thien (CIB)- The Vietnamese Maior stood with head bowed, his 
face deeply creviced from the strain of war and of deep sorrow as on the 
ground lay his American friend and advisor. 

U.S. Army Lt. David W. Bowman was killed while on an operation with the 
4-!th Rangers. The unit was airlifted into battle Apr. 6 against a heavy 
centrat~on of Viet Cong. As 
soon as it landed, the 44th 
was pinned down by heavy 
automatic and small arms 
fiire in Chuong Thien Pro­
vince some 120 miles south 
of Saigon. 

The grieving Maj. Le Van 
Dan, battalion commander 
of the "Black Tiger" 44th 
Rangers, is one of the most 
1-espected a:nd experienced 
commanders in the Mekong 
Delta. With his background, 
he knew well that he had 
lost a valuable ally, of equal 
stamina. 

With the support of U.S. 
aircraft, the 44th moved 
forward and put the VC to 
:flight. The Viet 0()1Ilg paid 
hilghly for tangling with 
the 44th a.s more than 276 
Viet Cong were killed in 
the engagement. 

Lt. Bowman was: manning 
:.l. radio, co-ordinating U.S. 
air support, when he was 
h i t. Thoug.h mortafly 
wounded, the lieutenant re­
moved .the racho from his 
back and .handed it to an-

other U.S. lieutenant, who 

fearlessly jumped to the 
task and continued to call 
the needed air support. 

Later as Lt. Bowman lay 
in a flag-covered coffin, in 
a temporary American cha­
pel , a Vietnamese colonel 
pinned a Vietnamese deco­
ration on the American flag. 

The Amedcan lieutenant 
was poothumously awarded 
the National Order 5th Class 
and the Cross of Gallantry 
with Palm by the Vietnam­
ese Armed Forces. 

A friend of Lt. Bowman, 

Capt. Gerald Elam, sadden­
ed by the loss of his. good 
friend, took a silk scarf 
from his pocket - a scarf 
that had been sent to Lt. 
Bowman by his wifo for 
good luck. His life ended 
without seeing his wife's 
good lock token. 

The captain neatly fold- · 
ed the scarf and placed it 
back in his breast pocket 
to be cherished the rest of 
his life. 

Lt. Bowman was on his 
way home to his wife . ... 

Million Piastres Offered 
For Viet Cong Terrorists 

Saigon (CIB)- More than one million piastres ~in 
rewards are being offered by the Vietnamese 
National PoFce for information leading to the cap­
ture of fiive Viet Cong ter-

rorists operating in the ca­

pital area, goviernment of­
ficials announced TUesday. 

The four men and one 

* 

* 

* 

* 

woman, w:ith detatls of the 
reward offer, are: 

One million piasters for 
La Van Liem, 45-years-old, 
who has several other alia­
ses. A distinguishing cha­
racteristic ,is a whi.t() mole 
one inch from his right 
nostril. 

Le Duo Hien, head of a 
1 

Viet Oong Special Aotion 
Cell in Saigon - Gia Dinh 
has a price tag of 100,000 
pi:asters. He escapect afte;r 
two of his accomplices had 
been oaptured in an at­
tempt to blow up the Cong 
Ly bridge on May 9, 1964. 

With su fficient money, 
the m en a rranged for more 
extensive tests on the young 
orphan. A dozen doctors 
f rom severa l n ations check­
ed and re-checked the re-· 
suits of x-rays and me­
dical exams. After consul­
tation between t h e doctors, 
it was decided t hat surgery 
was n ot required at that 
time. The h ole in the heart 
the doctors concluded, was 
small enough to permit 
Little Richard to live a nor­
mal life. 

COMBAT READY- Troops dehark from the CV-7A BUFFALO. TheJirst of four 
new aircraft Was accepted hy the Army for efknsive service, engineerinh, and climatic tests. 
The aircraft, manufactured hy DeHavilland Ltd, of Canada, Weighs /9 tons and can 
carry a payload of nearly 4 tons. It can travel at a .,peed of 232 knots and land in 
only 1000 feet of unimproved field. T he CV-7 A Was produced under a cost sharing 
arrangement between the Canadian Government , D eHavilland Ltd. , and the U.S. Army. 

A 100,000 piasters reward 
is offered for the capture 
of Nguyen Van Sau, the 
terrorist w.ho a llegedly 'laid 
the explosive charge :.l,t the 
Kinh_ Do ,i,hf•ater in Saigon 
on Feo. 16, 1964. 

Nguyen VaII, Bong, a 57-
year-old ter ro rist who was 
in volved in the bombing of 
the Brink BOQ in Saigon 
last Christm as Eve, is worth 
50,000 pia st er s to anyone 
pr oviding police with infor­
ma,t ia11 leadinf to h is ar­
r est . He is the former 
owner of the Thu Con g ga­
rage on Tran Hung Da o, 
Saigon. 

Later, Li tile Richard was 
inoved to Bangkok, Thai­
land and adopted by an 
American family. The ex­

·tra money the men raised 
was turned over to the Phu 

· My Orphanage, where Little 
Richard had lived for two-

Ambassador· Johnson's Home 
Damaged By Film Studio Blast 

Saigon (CIB)-The home 
of U. Alexis Johnson, 
Deputy U.S. Ambassador, 
in Saigon was damaged 
by an explosion last 
Wednesday. 

The explosion, in the 

An Pha Film Studio, next 
to Johnson's home, oc­
cured about 8 s.m. while 
the Deputy Ambassador 
was walking in his gar­
den. Fortunately Mr. 
Johnson was not injured. 

The only injury noted 
was that of a watchman 
hurt slightly by flying 
debris 

Authorities are cur­
rently investigating the 
incident. 

A woman, listed by police 
as the "brains" in · the 
Brink BOQ bombi21g, aar­
ries aj 50t,000i piasters, price­
tag. Le Thi! Lanh, 44, a 
Chinese woman; · formerly 
worked at No .. 350 Hong 
Bang St., Saigon. 
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Dedicated Nurses Serve In Communist Infested Areas 
Soc Trang (CIB) - Si'n.ce 

the days of Florence Night­
ingale during the mid-19rth 
Oentury, Crimean War, d&­
dicated groups of women 
have been serving on bat­
tlefields to nurse the siok 
anc1 wounded. 

Wa.r torn Vietnam is no 

exception. From the ~'Ull­

drenched paddies of the Me­
kong Delta. -to the wind­
swept coastal lowlands, 
American women in uni­
form a.re sharing the hard­
ships and sacrifices of fight­
ing men. 

Nme angels. of mercy 

from the Army Nurse Corps 
are on dut~ in two groups 
to provide care and comfort 
for U.S. Armed Forces 
members neediillg medical 
attention. In addiltion, the 
nurses ciare for the medic­
al need.SI of many Vietnam­
ese soldiers and civilians. 

Three of the women are 
stationed at Soo Trang, 
some 150 !Ililes south of Sai­
gon. At the ten-bed 2nd Me­
dical Dispensary, Maj. Rob­
bie Cooper, Capt. Jeanne 
Hoppe and Capt. Ruby 
Stanfield are on call 24 
hours a da:y to provide 
emergency med:cal prepa­
rations on combat casual­
ties. To the north, about 
275 miles from Saigon, at 
Nha Trang there are six 
other American women in 
uniform with the 8th Field 
Hospital applying the ,Slkills 
of the nursing profession. 

Despite the privations of 
field life, Maj. Cooper says, 
".We are grateful to -do 
whatever we can w help in 
the fight against commu­
nism." The seni'or nurse 
and anest.hesist at Soc 
Trang explains, "But, most 
of all it's helping people 
whio need us which makes 
the duty satisfying. We are 
proud of our training and 
it is rewarding to work 

Air Force 
Tactics On 

where our services are 
needed.'' 

Lt. Col. Margaret Clarke, 
chief o!f the Army nurses, 
describes the nursing serv­
ice as a vital link between 
life and death because ot 
their vast knowledge of me­
dic'cU procedures and the­
·equipment available to 
them. Army· nurses assiiSt 
doctors i:n S1Urgery on often 
provlide emergency trea.t­
ment before doctors take 
charge of patients. 

"The rigors of working in 
Vietnam are challenging," 
Col. Clarke added. "Besides 
giving up the luxuries of 
living in Cl>mfortable sur­
roundings, the nurses are­
also exp.osed to the ha.zards 
of duty ,in a combat zone. 

"Perhaps this can be con­
sidered noble a;nd coura~ 
geous, but I think it's main­
ly dedicated people doing 
the best possible job under 
unusual conditions," the 
chief nurse says. 

Uses 
Viet 

New 
Cong 

Tan Son Nhut (MACOI)- The U.S. Air Force used 
a new tactic Wednesday in an effort to deny the 
Viet Cong logistic support routes in North Vietnam. 
Armed route reconnaissance 
missions had been flown in 

MEDICAL ATTENTION- Capt. Ruby N. Stanfield, treats one of the many Viet- afternoons..- previously. on 
__ n_a_m_e_se __ P_at_ie_n_t_s _w_ho __ o_i5_it_t_h_e_2_n_d_M_e_d_lca_l _D_l_sp_e_n_sa_r_y_a_t_S_o_c __ Ti_ra_n_g __ eo_e_ry __ d_a_y_. __ 

1 
May 12, F-105 Thunder-

building military complex . 
After rocket firing passes, 
two buildings were burned, 
the other three were par­
t,iaJ.ly destroyed and the 
antiaircraft guns st1ent. Pi­
lots reported no traffic on 
the roads. 

Viet Cong 
Re-Building 

Assaults Fail To 
Program At Ba 

Stop 
Dua 

Ba. Dua. (7th Div. 10) -
The Amerrean advisor stood 
$UI"Veying the bridge as he 
talked. "The people here in 
Ba Dua aren't so different 
from those any.where else 
ilil the Delta. They're just 
good people - looking for 
a good life." 

The of.fi.cer is one of the 
advisors to a Vietnamese 
'1th Infantry Div. battalion 
stationed in Ba Dua, some 
80 miles south of Saigon. 

Ba Dua is a sru,ning 
exam.ple of ctvic action. 
With the help of three 
American advisors - 0apt. 
David L. Pemberton, 1st 
Lt. Robert C. Johnston, and 
Sgt. Delbert C. Rock-much 
work has been accom­
plished illl the past several 
months. 

The adv:iSor recalled the 
story of Ba Dua, which be­
gins in Nov., 1963. At that 
time, a strong guerrilla 
force moved into the vil• 
lage and mimedi.aJtely took 
control. They chopped up 

· roo.w, isolating Ba Dua 

from the outside world. 
They made speeches ; the 
government soldiers would 
not be back, they said. 

BUit the government sol­
diers did come br..ck. 1n a 
two-day '-"Peration, the vil­
lage was re-taken by the 
government. 

Villagers in Ba Dua ask­
ed the 7th Div. soldiers to 
stay. Thev were fed u p wit h 
VO tyranrry. 

The first thing the sol­
diers did was repair the 
roads so trade could be re­
sumed. They also built 
schools, provided medical 
aid and established securi­
ty for . the · tow11. 

All was going well until 
a.n evening last December 
when the VO came to the 
area again and announced, 
"If you are still in the vil­
lage when we return, you 
and your family will be 
killed." True to their word, 
they attacked in force that 
night. The attack was 
fierce, but the government 
forces repulsed it, counter­
attacked and drove the Viet 

Cong back into their jungle 
hide-outs. 

But the people were frigh­
tened, and all but 40 of 
tihem packed up and left 
the vill.age. 

The 7th Div. soldiers re­
mained. It was good they 
did. On the nighit of Jan. 
23, 1965, the guerrillas a­
gain struck the vhllage -
this time with a reinforced 
battalion. The attack was 
again fierce, but the defen­
se was better. The defend­
ers' bullets and mortars 
tore through the enemy 
ranks, blasting them so 
that they could not launch 
an assault. 

Following that battle, the 
villagers moved back into 
Ba Dua. Today, over 2,000 
people live there, secure and 
no longer afraid. 

The American advisor 
turned from watching the 
bridge work. He look·ed at 
the children playing sere­
nely · in the streets of Ba 
Dua, and a faint imiile of 
pride came to his lipe. 

chiefs, loaded with pods of 
2. 75 rockets, were on target 
at 8 a.m., supported by 12 
other aircraft . The aircraft 
flew over routes 1', 8, 12, 15 
and 82, all leading into the 
strategica.lly located city of 
Vinh, 160 mtl.es south of 
Hanoi! near the coast. 

One flight of four F-105s 
covering rQIUte 8 hit a five-

Two other filght.s struck 
shipping in the harbor at 
Vinh. Three tankers des­
cribed by the pilots as aP­
proximately 170 feet long 
and 35 feet wide were "da.­
maged.'' 

NEW BRIDGE - Under eonstruction in Ba Dua a 
new bridge opens a rqad for oil/agers to mooe goods to 
markets. The bridge is being built on the site of a concrete. 

bridge destroyed by VC in Nocember, 1963. 
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* * * The Roving 
Photographer 

Question: 
Jf you could have one wish, 

what would it be;i 

Loca'tion: 
Can Tho 

A2C John D. 
Alligood, Fitzge­
rald, Ga • 

"I w,int to go to 
loadma, ter se.bool 
when I finish my 

1tour here . I think 
a loa 1master is 
one of the most 
important men on 
tbe Air Force team 
and, of cour-.e, I 
li•e to fly. rhat·s 
the reason I join­
ed the Air Force." 

. .. .. 
,. Cpl. Kenneth E. 

:Schildgen, Ho t 
Springs. Ark. 

"I'd wish to be 
able to raise ro­
deo stock when I 
get on! of the 
Army. I worked 
at rodeos for ae­
veral years before 
l came in and 
enjoyed it very 
much. It's a good 
life and a very 
good living." 

* • * * 
A2C Robert E, 

Chambers, Miami, 
Fla. -

"I'd like to be 
on flying status, 
since that's the 
rtason I asked to 
come to Vietnam. 
Right now I'm 
WOI king with the 
lire department. 
But it's very re­
warding work and 
1 t gives me a sense 
of hdpi11g other 
people wben they 
need it." 

• • • • 
A1C Paul E. 

Land, Long Beach, 
Calif. 

"Of course. I'd 
-like very much to 
be ,home with m) 
family. I've been 
in Vietn m eight 
months, and al­
though. I miss 
them very much, 
I have no co n­
plaints about m) 
tour here. It's 
taught me to live 
wit11 people I don't 
understand." . . "' 

J1A2C Wilfredo 
Rodriguez, Hobo­
ken, N.J. 

"I'd like to Atay 
t-ere for a little 
longer and go on 
a ftjw ope, ations 
in a support role 
of some sort. I 
haven't seen too 
much combat ac­
tivity siJ1ce I came 
lo Vietnam and 
I 'd like very much 
to 1ret in on some 
of the action." 

• • • 
Sp4 Joseph L. 

-Farrow, Cambrid­
·ge, Mass. 

"I wish every­
-one in the wor id 
could live together 
in peace and h ,, r:. 
•mony. As long as 
the communists 
keep pushing lo 
take over, free 
people, of course, 
t his w on't be pc.s­
sible, but I Lope 
I live to see the 
day when we live 
t n p eace." 

... 

.. 

•• 

• 
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New Quarters Due 
For Saigon Area 
Saigon (HSAS IO) 

''Residents of Saigon can 
expect to see the city's skyl­
ine change eonsri.derably 
within the next year," said 
U.S. Navy Lt. Comdr. Olay­
man 0. Myers Jr., Head­
quarters S11pport Activity 
real estate officer. 

"Ctesiphon Hut'' May Solve 
Critical Hamlet Shortage 

With m:I:ta.ry b:I!ets hard 
to find for U.S. personnel 
in Saigon , a. new program 
of leased•construqt.ilon was 

started May 5. " 
The srite of the first con­

struction project is on 
Nguyen Du in downtown 
Saigon. It will be known as 
the White House Annex 
BOQ. 

After a check of all exis­
ting buildings, support act­
ivity officla'.s found all inad­
equate because of insuffic­
ient billeting space. 

Added leased-ccmstruct-
ton contracts for BEQ and 
BOQ ttype hote!ls are beri.ng 
negotiated for the Saigon­
Oholon area, according to 

Thu Due (•CIB) - One 
man's idea is currently 
being tried in Thu Due, ap­
proximately 8 miles north 
of Saigon, with the possi­
bility that it might spread 
throughout the ' country. 
The new introd,__uction into 
Vietnam by Ari'.n,y Gapt. 
Jack J. King, assistant sub­
sector advisor at Thu Due, 
is a low cost dwelling that 
could withsltanct the cLma­
tio conditions in Vietnam. 

King's idea was for the 
oonstruction of the Otesi­
phon Hut which he fi..l'St 
came across whhle with 
MAAG in Korea. The build­
ing could be used as a 
housing facility, dispensary 
or office. 

"There is a definite need 
for g:ood, low cost, penna~ 

nent dwellings in Vietnam. 
Steel and wood are very ex­
pensive and wood is not 
lasting in that it warps and 
rots" Says King. "I thought 
of the Ctesiphon Hut that 
I had seen being built in 
KQII·ea and acquired a ,s;et 
of plans and permissfon to 
suart construction on one 
of the huts here." 

The hut 
and built 

ts arch-shaped 
completely of 

concrete and burlap, sup­
plied by USOM. Wooden 
arches form the frame with 
burlap tacked to it. Con~ 
crete is applied to the bur­
lap and once dry, the wood 
is renlO'ved to be used again 
for construction of another 
hut. The hut can be made 
any size and mail11tenance 
is at a minimum_ as au that 

NEW HUT - The first of many huts predicted to be built in Thu Due area. The 
Ctesfphon Hut is build completely of concrete and burlap, supplied by USOM, The 
building is being done by the Pot:,ular Forces soldiers guided bg American advisors. 

is needed is painting. 

"Progress has been slow:• 
said King, "Because th.is is 
a training vehicle. We are 
showing these people how 
to built them. We first did 
a little, demonstrating how 
it's done and they did the 
rest. Also, these people have 
never had any construction 
experience before," 

The work is being done 
by the Popular Forces sol­
diers at Thu Due.. Once 
they have learned what to 
do, they will go out to other 
hamlets to teach the peo­
ple there. 

"It is a very good way to 
improve feelings between 
the people and militru:jy~ •• 
says Army Ool. John D. 
Sapp, senior advisor to the 
commanding general of the 
Capital Military District, 
in which the dwelling is . 
being built. 

The building at Thu Due 
will be a dispensary. Army 
SSgt. Benjamin, F. Nichol­
son, a medic who is also 
helping with construction 
of the building, w.11 be the 
!first to hold sick call in it. 
Once CIOilStruct~on is com­
pleted, he intends to train 
Popular Force soldiers to 
beoome medics. 

The Otesiphon Hut is the 
first of its kirid in Vietnam. 
"This is a beginning." Said 
Ool. Sapp. "Once we see 
how it works out, we would 
like to have the idea. spread 
to other subslootors through­
out Vieilmam. It's an ex-­
ooptronally filne way to pro­
vide shelter.'' 

USO Opens Third 
Club In Vietnam 

Man With A Mission I 
New Yot"k, N.Y. (ANF) 

- A tjhird USO Olub has 
been opened at Tan 8~n 
Nhut Atr Base in the Re­
public of Vietnam. The new 
club will augment, services 
of the Saigon Club, which 
opened two years ago, and 
the club at Da, Nang, open­
ed in January 19165. 

In addition to the clubs, 
the USO continue:s to send _ 
out its professional live en­
tertainment units to Viet­
nam. To a,void large concen-

----

trations of troops - temp­
ting targets to Viet Cong 
terrorists - USO pedocm­
ers ar·e playing to a greater 
number of small audiences 
than ever before . 

..... ~ 

mE OBSERVER'S 
PHONE NUMBER: 
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Can Tho (CIB) - S'FC 
Robert J. Day is transpor­
tation co-ordinatoc for the 
IV Oorps Tactical Zone. It 
is his job to see that sup.­
plies and cargo coming into 
the IV Corps area get to 
where they are going by 
the fastest and safest route. 

This means moving every­
thing from mail and mo­
v'es to weapons and ammu­
nition by land, sea and air 
to the places they a,re need­
ed in IV CORPS . 

"My job is a real chal­
lenge and it never gets 
bo\fing. , I'm a,lwayis faced 
with new and different p.ro­
blems. Sgt Da says. 
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DATELINE 
( Continued from page I) 

Oong. Friendly losses were 
15 killed , anct 17 wounded, 
including two U.S. advi­
sors. . . .. 

Birddog Spotter 
Saigon (CIB) - A U .S . 

Army pilot flying an L-19 
"Birddog," repor ted that 
an estimated 50 Viet Cong 
were killed by artillery fire 
approximately 20 miles 
north of Saigon on Thurs­
day. 

The pilot spotted a VC 
battalion movi11g along a 
road with an ox cart com ­
pany. A forward air con­
troller notifi.ed aT1 ARVN 
artillery battery in t he area 
and directed fire on the 
convo1y. The p ·Jot estimated 
that at least 50 VO were 
killed by the barrage, and 
reported that the casualties 
were loaded on the ox carts 
and hauled away. 

_. MACY Marks 
( Continued from page 2) 

days of Hl54. It continues 
to -assist the Republic's Ar­
med Forces to maintain in­
ternal security and resist 
external aggression. 

GEN. WESTMORELAND 

_ In the w-0rds of Gen. \V. 
C. Westm<>reland, COMUS­
MACV, "The U.SI. Armed 
Forces through the person­
nel and equipment of the 
Militar)y . Als~(}s(tanc.et Com-• 
mand, Vietnam, are play,ing 
a significant role in helping 
the Republic of Vietnam 
malint.ain a free and indep­
cnd£:nt goverr..ment. 

"With the mission of ad­
vising the Republic of Viet­
nam Armed Forces, mem­
ber:s of MACV continue 
to perform their vital tasks 
with zeal and skill." 

A 215 VC Killed ... 
(Crn fn,1ed from page 3) 

miJes south of Saigon, and 
the Rangers were swept 
int o t h e arP.a by U .S . Army 
helicopters . . 

From the area where the 
few suspected Viet Cong 
were spotted, the govern­
m en t troops en countered a 
battalion of un iform-wea r­
ing h ard core communists 
with well eSJtabLshed defen­
ses in and around a. village 
12 miles south of Soc Trang. 

F irst hielilifts into the 
area wer2 pinned down by 
vic :ou s fm a ll arms and a u­
tomac aut'.Jmatic weapons 
fire, but a total of seven 
lifts br ;::.1ging in nearly 900 
troops, plus supported biy 
tactical aircraft and three 
platoons of armed U.S. Ar­
my helicopters, d€vastated 
the enemy. 
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Fails To Hold .•• 
( continued from page I) 

continually threw grenade& . 
When one came close we'd 
yell 'grenade' and duck 
down." 

I was in the kitchen part 
of the mess when I heard 
'firing in the dilll~ng area. 
All I could see were the 
muzzle flashes. I grab­
bed a weapon to fire bu,t it 
wouldn't work. I got myself 
and two others out of the 
kitchen and we crawled to 
a trench." 

As daylight broke, t h e VO 
fire bega n to lift. Skyraider 
and Canberra a ir craft be­
gan pounding the VO posi­
tions. Vietnamese Ranger 
and Infantry troops swarm­
ed into the area. The com­
pound had been retaken 
and reinforcing unit:;i were 
securing the airstrip, while 
others werit to search ou t 
the enemy. 

ships from the 145th and 
13th Aviation Battalions 
were on the way to Song 
Be with two Vietnamese 
Ranger Battalions. 

Early Tuesday morning 
an Air Force Skyraider air­
craft was downed by auto­
matic ~pons fire near 
the Song Be airstrip. Di&­
regarding his own safety, 
Army Majur Joseph N. 
Jaggers, Oommandi'n5 Offi­
cer of the 197th A via,tion 
Company, swooped down in 
an Army helicopter and 
pulled the uninjured pilot 
out of the plane. Although 
under heavy fire he mira­
culously flew the helicop­
ter out of the area without 
a hltl and evacuated the 
pilot to his base at Bien 
Hoa. 

Over 50 dead Viet Oong 
lay in and around the com­
pound. Witness reports say 
an additional 250 dead, most 
a result of the air attacks 
by Army helicopters and 
Air Force planes, were car­
ried away. Viet Oong oa­
sualties could run as high 
as 100G if it were possible 
to count the wounded. 

MONEY FROM HOME - Capt. David A Doster, 
5th lnf antry Div., advisor presents a $/ 26 check, to Miss 
Pham Thu Nga, receptionist at the Saigon CARE of/ice. 
The money was donated by the employees of the Lakeland, 
branch of Montgomery Ward. (see story page 2) 

"Whea we arrived at 
Song Be, we saw charred 
bodies laying all over the 
hillside where the Viet Cong 
mortar and machinegun 
emplacements had been. 
Air Support did a good Job 
in driving- the Viet· Cong 
out; of holes,'' .saTd Army 
helicopter p i 1 o t, Chief 
Warrant Officer Claude A. 
Webber. 

The chopper pilot , serv­
ing with the 197th Aviation 
Company statio:1ed at Tan 
Son Nhut, Vietnam, along 
with otheir members of the 
197th arrived shortly after 
daybreak 11 Ma:y, to assist 
the besieged village that had 
been pounded with mortars, 
machinegun and small arms 
fire throughout the night. 

lroqtiois Indian Chief, Notion Pleased _ 
With 145th Airlift Platoon Nickname 

On helicopter standb,y a­
lert that night in the m 
Corps area was Army Chief 
Warrant Officer George B . 
Lesnich, who was serving 
as a pilot with the 120:th 
Aviation Company, Tan 
Son Nhut. 

The fire team (two armed 
UH-lB helicopters) scrambl­
ed for Song Be after init., al 
notification. 

"It was about 3 a .m . 
when we made our first 
pass over the village and 
we drew h eavy smaU arms 
a11d automatic fire," Les­

nick recalled. "I made radio 
cont act with an Army ad­
visor in the village and was 
informed that the Viet Cong 
were approximately 150 m e­
ters outside the perimeter. 

The Viet Cong had struck 
with force and had the de­
fenders outpost greatly out­
numbered. At daybreak U.S. 
Anny helicopters consisting 
of 37 UH-lB troop carry­
ing "Slicks" and 38 armed 

Nha Trang (USASCV-10-) 

- The heritage of the Iro­
quois Indian as a fighting 
man is recorded vividly in 
the history of the United 

States. .ru, a result, When 
the 145th Airlift Platoon 
chose a nickname, they un­
ammously picked the name 
of the proud Indian Nation 

of the American. Northeast. 

Capt. Joe T{. •. Bell, who 
then commanded the -unit, 

wrote t he Chief of the Iro­
quois and. nformed h" 

that the na -',., of ''Iro­
quois" was once again m 
the thick of the fight, this 
time ili.1 Vietnam. Capt. 

Bell rotated, l)ut the uni.t 

received a r eply from Chief 

George A. Thomas who 
re igns as "'1'<\H-DOH-DAH­

HOH" (leading chief) at the 
Onondaga Indian Reserva­

tion in Nedrow, New York. 

Chief Thomas sitated, 
"When my chiefs heard it 

they were hlled with glad­
ness, not oruy by the fact 

that you have taken up the 
famQ/US name of the Iro-

quois, but because the name 
has spread as far away as 

Vietnam." 

Then after going into a 

brief history of the Iroquois 

Nation, the chief continued, 

"I will tell you th.is much 

- when the Iroquois sit in 

another grand council, I as 

"T AH - DOH ... DAH - HOH," 

the presiding sachem of 

the oonfederac.y will pl.ace 

this before them. As I have 

sa.id before, my council of 

chiefs has expressed their­

gladnea; in hearing about 

the Iroquois fighting in 

Vietnam, even. if in name 

only. Carry on ! " 

As an incidental fact, t_he 
UH-lB helicopter that is 

flown by the 145th Airlift 
Platoon is officially known 

as "The Iroquois." 
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