








Hanoi’s f‘Glasnost?’’

Unmasked

nly six months after the
OSixth Party Congress’s
promulgation of its
“glasnost™ version, Hanoi’s secret
police invaded the Catholic
Congregation of the Mother
Coredemptorist in Thu Duc on the
outskirt of Saigon, arresting its
head priest, 8l-year-old Father
Tran Dinh Thu, among others and
confiscating its properties
including agricultural products
produced by its members. Forty
parishers were also arrested after a
series of fightings between the
police and about one hundred
protesters resulting in the death of
one security agent.

The Mother Coredemptorist
order, established 30 years ago by
Father Thu, has gained official
recognition from the Vatican. Its
members, thanks to their simple,
thrifty and self-sufficient lifestyle,
have long instilled respect among
Christians in Vietnam. After the
Viet Cong takeover of South
Vietnam, the regime had sent the
priests including the aging order
head to “re-education” camps fora
few years. One wonders if Father
Thu would survive the hardship
this time especially when he is now
charged by the regime for
“contempt toward the governmen-
tal orders™ and “illegal hoarding
goods.”

The incident occurred while
the Viet Cong cadres are trying to
explain the meaning of “glasnost”
to the population, including
freedom of religion, in order to
persuade it into participating in the
regime’s economic salvage. Once
again the regime is speaking its
familiar double language. The
most naive could easily realize that
it 1s not abandoning its original
policy--to conform various

religions within the Marxist
ideology.

As if to smooth out the
mounting tension heated by the
Coredemptorist incident, Nguyen
Van Linh met with delegates of the
Eighth Plenum of the Vietnamese
Episcopal Council in Hanoi on
May 29, two weeks after the
invasion. During the widely-
publicized meeting, the new Viet
Cong general secretary emphasized
that “an unswerving policy of the
Party and State i1s to respect the
freedom of religion.” Trying to
salvage his “glasnost™ sham, Linh
explained that “there have still
been here and there shortcomings
and errors in the implementation
of the policy due to the ‘knowiedge
of cadres’ and the prejudices of
some people.”

How sincere are Linh’s words,
one can measure by listening to
Hanoi Radio’s broadcast of the
same day, concerning some
different if not contradicting notes
compared to its big boss’s.

According to the broadcast
report, not very well-known to
outside journalists as the one about
Linh’s meeting with the Catholic
priests, many Vietnamese refugees
have clandestinely returned to
Vietnam and engaged in anti-
government activities in coastal
areas “where many Catholics have
taken residence.” Also, according
to the source, these individuals
have received assistance from
governments  “hostile™ toward
Hanoi.

To those who are familiar
with the Viet Cong news reporting,
Hanoi has implicitly condemned
the Catholic congregation for
having cooperated with foreign
forces in anti-government scheme.

This kind of reporting is
similar to the regime’s accusation
of the Coredemptorist order. It is
also similar to those used against
the leaders of the Buddhists, Hoa
Hao and Cao Dai churches, who
have been executed by the regime
during the last 12 years.

The suppression of freedom of
religion in Vietnam is a reality.
Only its victims know how subtle
yet brutal the anti-religion
measures have been imposed upon
them and their religious beliefs. To
the outsider, only Hanoi's
“glasnost™ mask prevails.

The year of 1988 will soon
come with a few interesting
developments regarding Christians
in the Communist bloc. First, there
will be the 1000th anniversary since
the adoption of Christianity in
KievanRus’, the first Slavic state
now in the Soviet territory.
Gorbachev will certainly exploit
the opportunity for his glasnost’s
propaganda. Who knows if
Nguyen Van Linh is not going to
take advantage of the Vatican’s
recent annoucement that it will
beatify 117 martyrs killed by feudal
regimes in Vietnam in the past
centuries. Charged by the

monarchs as cooperators with the
French colomalist in the sowing of
paganism which was against the
monarchy’s 1deology, these
martyrs including 96 Vietnamese
converted were condemned to
death after horrible tortures.

Should we wait till one
hundred years from now for the
Vatican to officially acknowledge
as Blessed those being executed by
Hanoi for the same charges that
put 117 martyrs to death in the
past ? |
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QUESTION Since our last
discussion about new Hanoi's
fund-raising scheme among
Vietnamese refugees, I have seen
many efforts of your community,
sometime with the cooperation
from other governments | guess, to
thrwart this plan. However, there
are many indications from
Vietnam that the regime is now
trying earnestly to improve the life
of the people there. Don’t you see
that ?

ANSWER : No, I don't. And 1
wish I could understand how you
get to that conclusion. Could you
give me an example of what you
perceive as the VC regime’s efforts
to improve the life of your people ?

QUESTION : Yes, of course,
based on what the world media
have widely reported during the
last couple of months. Do vou
know that the VC media recently
has run lenghtly articles about the
problems of the ruling machine as
well as exposing corrupted high
ranking party cadres. Moreover.
Nguyen Van Linh boldly opens a
new column named “Things That
Must Be Done Immediately”in the
newspaper “Nhan Dan”, dealing
directly with big wigs in the regime
and demanding immediate actions
from them to correct wrongdoings
or negligences. Reagardless of
what you may think of the regime,
vou should agree that the exposé€ of
problems such as “Negligences in
Dac Lac Hospital Killed Patients,™
“"Corrupted Tax Agentsin Saigon”
or “Daylight Bandits in Thanh
Hoa,” are efforts to clean up the
society. Is it not so ?

ANSWER : My dear friend. the
answer again is NO. Those things
you mentioned are not new at all.
They are “things must be done
immediately” in order to follow
Moscow’s instruction to
create favourable 1mages of
Hanoi’ s new rulers and most
important of all to use them as a
“safety valve™ for the people
preventing the possibility of a
widespread protest already
happended in the VC history. Let
me recall, for your knowledge

refreshment, what happended 30
years ago when the newly-installed
VC government in the North
promulgated its “Let Hundred
Flowers Bloom’ policy.
Intellectuals and writers were
encouraged to speak up their most
truthful thoughts. As it turned out,
those who took the risk were
finally sorted out and sent in jails
or labor camps. The Vietnamese
people. especially those who have
lived in the North, can never forget
what happended to these hapless
intellectuals long after the
termination of this particular
campaign. Morever, I should also
remind you the “in-fighting”aspect
of this made-in-Hanoi *“‘glasnost”
campaign. A diligent Vietnamese
follower must know there are also
power struggles within the regime.
This is just another tactic of self-
serving PR stunt of Nguyen Van
Linh - mobilizing the mass’
discontent against the bureaucracy
to Linh’s own advantage. The
longer this comedy lasts, the uglier
its outcome unfolds.

QUESTION : I begin to see the
picture. What have been reactions
of those bureaucrats criticized
under Linh’s “glasnost” policy ?

ANSWER : According to the VC
media reports, a teacher in Dac
Lac -a provinve in South Vietname
where is located the famous
hospital which killed patients you

have mentioned earlier- a teacher
has been disciplined by local
authority for having, in response to
‘*glasnost’™ encouragement,
criticized the ill-treatment of
teachers. In the northern province
of Thanh Hoa, members of an
investigation team have been
transfered or demoted after their
expos€ of corruption within the
state-owned shop. Just tocite a few
examples of the powerful
bureaucracy’s resistance toward
“glasnost™. Who then among
powerless ordinary people would
dare to bath themselves in
“glasnost” ?

QUESTION: Do youseeany good
things coming out of this glasnost
campaign ?

ANSWER Certainly. The
communist i1n-fighting has
unfolded the resistance of the
people inside Vietnam, those who
have been fed up with the whole
situation. The Pha Lai power
station incident is a case 1n point.
The workers. mostly members of
the official Youth Brigade, have
participated in the sabotage of this
station. Advised by the Vietnamese
Resistance Radio, they removed
parts of the machinery, replaced
them by fake ones to destroy the
station.

This “glasnost™ game can't
last long because the stake 1is
getting higher and higher.

New Address Of The
NUFRONLIV’S
Public Relation Office

Effective this month, the NUFRONLIV’S PUBLIC
RELATION OFFICE in USA. will be located at:

5119 - A Leeburg Pike, Suite 111
Falls Church, VA 22041
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