











FROM
TOSHIBATO |

NISHO IWAI

Two Japanese corporations were
banned by the Japanese government
from exporting products to 14 Com-
munist countries, the Toshiba
Machine Company for a period of one
year, and C. Itoh and Co., a trading
firm, for three months.

The recent Japanese shipments of
sophisticated electronic technology to
the Sovict Union, in violation of export
control agreements, had caused great
turmoil in world public opinion. The
U.S. reacted sharply by threatening a
2-year ban on shipments of Toshiba
products to the United States.
Americans expressed their anger by
smashing up Toshiba products.

Toshiba and its subsidiaries were
fined by the Japanese government for
violation of export control acts which
banned the sale of 172 strategic and
highly sophisticated technology to 14
countries in the Communist bloc. The
Japanese cxport controls were similar
to the controls imposed by the coor-
dinating Committee in the West
(COCOM) aimed at preventing the
diversion of high technology to Com-
munist countries.

Toshiba sold four highly sophisti-
cated submarine technology machines
to the Soviet Union and sent engineers
to help install them at the Baltic
Shipyard in Leningrad. The state-of-
the-art machine tools enabled the Rus-
sians to produce subtly contoured
marine propellers with reduced
operating noise, making it harder for

the Russian undersea fleet to be
detected.

The United States, after discover-
ing the secret dealings, was alarmed
because the new technology acquired
by the Russians posed a threat to its
own security as well as to the security
of other countries. The noise reduction
required closer monitoring of the
movements of the Russian fleet.

The illegal dealings of Toshiba
took place between December 1982
and June 1983 and the transaction
amounted to $26 million. In order to
get through Japanese licensing offi-
cials, and to secure the unethical
profits from the sccret dealings, the
model names of the ecquipment to be
exported to the Soviet Union were
renamed TDP instead of MBP-110,
which was banned from export to the
Soviet Union.

The Japancsc people have always
been admired for their patriotism.
That patriotism was defied by the
Toshiba Corporation.

Japan occupies a strategic position
at the entrance of the Russian naval
base at Vladivostok. A Japanesc offi-
cial once compared Japan to a gigantic
aircraft carrier barring the route to the
Russian fleet. In case of conflict,
Japan, and Japanese youth would be
the first target for the Russian fleet in
their attempt to break through the
Pacific Ocean.

But within a space of less than ten
years, the Russians had already
managed to turn around that obstacle
by encamping themselves at Da Nang
and Cam Ranh, leaving Japan behind
and establishing a new jump-off point.
The Russians are also pushing the
Vietcong to continue to spread the war
all over Indochina. A poorest country
in the world, Victnam is maintaining a
fourth largest army in the world and
keeping a permanent force of 140,000
men in Cambodia. The aggressive acts
of the Vietcong, supported by the Rus-
sians, have caused anger in the world,
especially among the countries in
Southeast Asia. Because of the Viet-
cong aggression, and the continued oc-
cupation of Cambodia, several

countries have cut off aid to Hanoi and
many have suspended all trade rela-
tions, including the ASEAN countries,
in order to pressurc the Vietcong to
pull out of Cambodia. However, it is
again Japanesc businessmen, in the
Nisho Iwai Company, who shameless-
ly engaged in secret trade dealings with
the Vietcong, in complete disregard of
the consequences to the security of the
area and of the 70 millionVietnameses,
Laotians, and Cambodians now suffer-
ing under the exploitation of one of the
most cruel rulers in the history of
mankind.

The Japanese businessmen, from
Toshiba to Nisho Iwai, have committed
actions which may cause more blood Lo
be spilled in a future conflict, and in
complete disregard of the present
miseries of the pcoples in three
countries of Indochina under the bru-
tal dictatorship of the Vietcong.

The democratic countrics have
tricd to prevent diversion of sensitive
technology to the Communists who
could use these technologics to
produce weapons for use against them.
Obviously, this effort has not been as
successful as they wished, because of
the greed of certain pcople. Toshiba
and Nisho Iwai, as well as some other
companies, have put profits above the
ideals of democracy and human rights,
even above their national interests.
This 1s certainly something that cannot
be ignored if joint sccurity of the
democratic countries 1s to be main-
tained.

Another point that needs to be em-
phasized is that the Russian cmpire is
not limited to the Soviet Union proper,
or the Eastern Bloc. It also extends to
other places, such as Vietnam. The
trade dealings of the Nisho Iwai com-
pany with the Hanoi regime should be
viewed seriously, because anything
that 1s sold to Hanoi can also be
diverted to the Soviet Union. In order
to tighten control against diversion of
high technology to the Soviet Union,
the democratic countries also have to
prevent their companics from trading
with the present Vietcong regime in
Victnam.
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