











their price.  We were too hasty,
too simplistic, too subjective. We
tried to build socialism without
going through the necessary period
of capitalist development.” Would
the U.S. be naive and credulous
enough not to see that even now,
and ever after, what the Viet Cong
really aim for is a speedy build-up
of socialism?

Linh’s confession may be mis-
taken for a show of "openness.”
Would a supermarket thiefl be
cleared and freed to steal again
after he made a show of repen-
tance? According to ordinary law,
he would still receive a sentence
after he has pleaded guilty. In
Linh’s case, who had on his hands
the death of millions of innocent
people and the muted sufferings of
tens of miilions others, the inter-
view on Time magazine has un-
covered him as a criminal for all the
world to sec.

Since he took over leadership
in the beginning of this year, Linh
has prided himself as a "reformer”
and possibly many people have
mistakenly taken him for a real one.

The interview of Nguyen Van
Linh was published in Time
magazine on September 21, 1987.
The previous day, Sept. 20, Asia
Week carried this statement by
Prime Minister Pham Hung,
another "new" face in the Com-
munist leadership in Hanot: "Ur-
gent policies and measures have
thus far not created any good chan-
ges. Distribution (of goods) con-
tinues to be complicated, prices
continue to soar and the livelihood
of the working people has become
morc difficult.” Linh’s so-called
reforms, his calls for a change in the
working styles, his denunciations of
corruption among the cadres, were
all aimed at getting rid of the fol-
lowers of the former leaders, those
who have enjoyed for too long the
benefits of their privileged posi-
tions, and replacing them with
Linh’s own men. This is made
starkly clcar in a recent editorial on
the Lao Dong paper in which the
struggle for interests between the
party leadership on the onc hand
and the state leadership on the
other was brought to the forc e
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Reconciliation with Filipino
Communists, the lesson of
Viet Nam is still there.

After twenty years of ab-
solute power in the Philippines, in
February 1986, former President
Ferdinand Marcos was chased out
of the government by the people.
He was able to bring out his whole
family and was given political
asylum in Hawaii.

President Corazon Aquino
was sworn in, marking the first
change in top government leader-
ship in the Philippincs in necarly
twenty years.

The Filipino Communist
Party created an armed force with
a core of 40 men to form their New
People’s Army in 1969. Under the
regime of former President Mar-
cos, that army has never exceeded
a strength of 12,000 men. But now
it has grown to more than 24,000
men and it has enabled the Filipino
Communists to secure control of as
much as 20 percent of the territory
and to extend their influence to two
thirds of the nation. It has been es-
timated that, of the 58 million
Filipinos, there are at least 2 million
Communist sympathizers. They are
providing the Communists with
money, with provisions, and with
cover. According to many political
analysts, several areas in the Philip-
pines have fallen undcr the control
of the New People’s Army and have
become insccure at night.

Ever since she took power in
February of 1986, the government
of President Aquino has been
several times under threats of col-
lapse. But a real coup attempt took
place last August, following on two
days of demonstrations by workers
protesting the sharp increase in oil
price (20 percent) ordered by the
government and street marches by
students and teachers instigated by
pro-Communist and left-leaning
clements. It took almost a day for
troops loyal to the government to
regain control of the capital, but the
anti-government forces have not

been broken and still pose a poten-
tial threat to the government of
President Aquino.

Ever since she assumed
leadership in the Philippines,
President Aquino has expended
considerable cfforts in negotiations
with the Communists, under the 1i-
lusion that she could cventually
come to a ccasc-fire agreement
with them. Her closest associates
are believed to be left-leaning
politicians. While the government
was negotiating, the Communist
armed forces took advantage of the
situation to cxpand their zones of
influence, increase their terrorist
activities, and cven create pres-
sures within the capital. Faced with
this unpromising prospect, the
Filipino military, with their ex-
periences of the Communist
threats to the stability and future of
the nation, saw themselves as jus-
tificd in mounting the coup attempt
in order to push the government to
put morc cfforts in trying to achieve
national unity and to warn the
government against any illusions
and wavering in the face of the
Communist threat.

The United States 1s worried
about the stability of the Filipino
government, because American in-
terests and the security of the two
military bascs at Clark and at Subic
Bay arc at stakc. 1t 1s hoped that a
stable situation could be main-
tained at least until 1991 because
after that the leases of the bases
could be suspended by either side
on a one-year advance notice. The
maintcnance of these two bases has
provided the Filipino government
with 300 million annually, a sig-
nificant source of income to help
pay the salarics of government
employees. The two bases will
provide the government with $880
million more for the next five years.
However, the presence of these two
military bases also constitute a tar-













