





group, named Nguyen Van Thanh, was a
former officer in the Republic of Viet-
nam Armed forces. Along with his com-
rades, he was enrolled in courses on the

policy of total struggle of NUFRONLIV,

In execution of this policv. the Front
has spent much effort in persuading the
Viet Cong cadres and troops to defeet
the repressive machinery of the Com-
munist government and to return to the
causc of the people. In Tay Ninh, during
the same period, four government troops
have defected to the provincial ARC,
bringing with them one CKC, three AK-
47’5, and a quantity of ammunition. The
mereasing number of defectors, while
weakening the Viet Cong forces, has con-
tributed to further strengthen the Resis-
tunce Forces. These defectors have
grown disaffected with the adminisira-
tve policy of the Viet Cong and have
decided to join up with the Victnamese
Resistance to overthrow the Viet Cong
regime and to build an independent and
democratic Viet Nam.

RESISTANCE IN THUAN HAIL An am-
bush at Ham Tan.

The ARC of thuan Hui province in
Central Vietnam ceported that on the
25thof June, the provincial Armed Resis-
tance Unit had staged an ambush against
a Viet Cong unit on the way back from a
scarch operation in Ham Tan district,
The ambush resulted in 3 enemy hilled
and 1 slightly wounded. The ARC had
one combatant shghtly injured and cap-
tured four AK-47's und a substantial
quantity of ammunition. Because of Tow
morale, the Viet Cong froops broke and
ran immediately, and the ambush took
place briskly, Lusting not more than 1
minutes

Acting in accordance with the struggle
pohicy of the Vietnamese Resistance, the
armed group gave first ard o the
wounded Viet Cong soldicr then

relcased him. According to Viet Nam
Resistance Radio broadcast, the Viet
Cong prisoncrs thus released have
spread words about the poticy of clemen-
¢y of the Vietnamese Resistance among
their fellow soldiers and many have
defected and many others have been per-
suaded to hold their fire during engage-
ments with Resistance forees. After every
ambush. the armed units always dissemi-
nated leaflets calling on the Viet Cong
troops to defeet and to return to the
people. The main purpose of these small
ambushces was to create opportunitics to
publicize the policy of the Front among
the Viet Cong troops, rather than to kill
our fellow compatriots who happened to
be on the other side with a weapon i

their hands.

RESISTANCE IN AN GIANG: Popular
protest against the viet cong economic
policy.

Carrying out the policy of attacking
the Viet Cong on all froats, Victnamesc
Resistance paid special attention to the
need for mobiliving the people to
sabotage the cconomic system of the Viet
Cong. The people have responded
favorably to the appeal of the Resistance
because they do not want their labor to
continue to be exploited by the Viet Cong
indclinitely. In An Giang, once a most
prosperous provinee southeastof Saigon,
the ARC has launched several cam-
paiens advising the people on wavs to
resist the Viet Cong’s collection of tuxes
and plundering of their harvests. A
slogan that was spread {from mouth to
mouth was: "We do not selll we do not
hand over, we do not submit anvihing to
the Viet Cong.” It was known that the
Viet Cong cadres themselves had be-
come increasingly negligent in therr
dutics of collecting taxes and harvests
from the people. Some of the more
fanatic cadres had been killed by the
peaple. Onc of them was the Viet Cong

—

Following are abreviations being used in this news brief

the Republic of Vietnam

ARF The Armed Resistance Forces

ARU The Armed Resistance Units

ARVN The Armed Forces ¢

CcPVy Communist Party of Viet Nam

GD /LA The Generai Directorate of in-Land Affans
GD OA The General Directorate of Overseas Affairs
NRC The National Resistance Council

NUFRONLIY The National United Front for the Liberation of vViet Nam

RAC The Resistance and Administration Commtttees
RVN The Republic of Viet Nam (formerly South Viet Nam)
vVC Viet Cong (Vietnamese communist)

VRR Vietnamese Resistance Radio

Once extensively covered by the
world media. Vietnam has been
neglected by news agencies since the
1975 communist takeover, as a
consequence. the public both inside
andoutside the country hardly knows
what has actually happened to the
Vietnamese people except for
speculations based on Hanoi's
propaganda.

To offset the Viet Congs
suppression of information. the
National United Front for the
Liberation of Vietnam has
established 1n 1383 the Vietnamese
Resistance Radio to inform the
Vietnamese populace of the world
and to bring news from within to
outside world

Broadcasting eight hours daily
on the 30m and 40m wavebands 1 13.3
Mhz and 7.4 Mhz) the VRR has
effectively mobilized the populace
into concerted resistance activities
against the Hanor regime.

Following are some excepts from
VRR daily news program.

cadre Tran Van Sy, Killed with a knife in
the rice field of the Cho Mot District. Ac-
cording to the local people. Svowas
punished by the mhabitants of the Dis-
triat for his wicked wavs with the people
and his severe tax computing methods.

RESISTANCE IN BEN TRE: An in-
dependent resistance group joins up
with the Front.

In July, an independent resistance
aroup led by Neuven Van Bay, o former
otficial of the Government of the
Republic of Vietnam, dishanded e o
jorn up with the Front, the Ben Tre
provincial ARC reported. The group.
which had been operating in the arcator
anumber of vears, brought with them 15
weapons of all kinds and their rally
helped a ercat deal in the expansion of
the zone of influence of the Resistanee in
the provinee. Also in Ben Treo in the
months of Julvand August, the provincial
armed foree faunched several propagan-
da campaigns at the Cho Lach, Giong
Trom and Thuanh Phu districts. More
than 3000 information leatlets were dis-
seminated, and the armed group also
destroved four power transmitters and o
bridge at the Giong Trom district. These
sabotage acts were undertaken to disrupt
the cnemy scarch operations in the arca.
Here as well as in many other localities,
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PRESS RELEASE

Date: October 29th, 1987 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
From: The National United Front For The Liberation Of Viet Nam

To : Press agencies and daily newspapers

Person to contact: Pham Bao - Tel: (408) 723-3419

P.O. Box 7826 - San Jose, CA 95159 - USA

On the 28th of October, 1987, UPI relayed from Bangkok a news broadcast of the Laotian Communist
Radio reporting on a military clash between a Vietnamese Resistance Force and their troops in mid-July of
this year. According to this news, the clash has taken place in Southern Lacs, and the leader of the said Viet-
namese Resistance Force was killed. Public media and press have inquired the National United Front for the
Liberation of Vietnam (NUFRONLIV) on this matter soon after this news was transmitted by UPI.

As an organization leading the current Vietnamese liberation struggle, NUFRONLIV sees the need to un-
ravel this Vietcong propaganda scheme, and calls your attention to the following points:

The Vietcong presently impose a brutal regime on the Viethamese people, and occupy the two neighbor-
ing countries - Laos and Kampuchea. Their domination by forces have encountered fierce resistance from
the Indochinese peoples. The efforts of the Vietnamese people in Vietnam and abroad, together with the
Laotian and Kampuchean resistance movements have incurred serious setbacks to the Vietcong regime, par-
ticularly demoralizing their troops and cadres on many fronts. The Hanoi government has been concealing
these difficulties, and trying to black out news on the Vietnamese Resistance. To break these Vietcong deceit-
ful policies, the clandestine Vietnamese Resistance Radio was established in late 1983 to keep the Vietnamese
people as well as the world informed of what happens inside Vietnam.

Even though presented as one of their accomplishments of three months ago, the Vietcong regime has to
indirectly acknowledge the military activities of the Vietnamese Resistance. Their allegation of the Vietnamese
Resistance leader’s death in Southern Laos is understandably to boost the Vietcong troops’ morale. Due to
language differences, the name of Chairman Hoang Co Minh has been incorrectly pronounced as "Houang
Qu Vinh." The Vietnamese Resistance Forces, usually known as "Hoang Co Minh Resistance" to the Viet-
namese was mistermed as "Que Minh guerrillas" by the radio broadcast. Attempting to curb the deterioration
of troop morale and to dampen the resistance drive of the Viethamese people, the Vietcong have tried to in-
duce the people to think that Chairman Hoang Co Minh was killed and his force suffered severe losses. One
more time, NUFRONLIV denounces this Vietcong tactic of disinformation, and that their claimed military
accomplishment a mere product of imagination.

For the past several years, the Vietnamese people in Vietnam and abroad, in cooperation with the peoples
of Laos and Kampuchea have been engaging in resistance activities to overthrow the Vietcong regime, and
to restore peace and democracy in Indochina. We hereby confirm that Chairman Hoang Co Minh is safe,
and is directing the liberation struggle of the Viethamese people.



QUESTION: Early last November,
the international media carried a UPI
news report of Oct. 28 about a clash bet-
ween a South Vietnamese armed unit and
troops of the Laotian Communist forces.
Immediately after that, I had in hand a
press release that you put out about that
incident. Then, a few davs later, I learned
of another UPI report confirming that the
armed unit was indeed a unit of the resis-
tance forces led by Hoang Co Minh, and
that Mr. Minh himself was killed in the
clash. It seems to me that there are so
many mysterics surrounding these reports.
What is the truth?

ANSWER: I'wish to suggest vou a way
to help vou analyze these reports. Ac-
cording to the Laos radio broadcast as
monitored in Bangkok, a group of
armed men native of South Victnam
tried to cross the border from Thailand
nto Laos to set up a resistance buse on
Vietnamese territory to fight against the
Vict Cong. According to the same
report, they were mtereepted and an-
athilated. The leader, Gen. Hoang Co
Minh, was said to have been killed in ac-
tton along with more than 100 of his
troops. 65 others were reported cap-
turcd and the rest, numbering about 4,
was said to have managed to escape. The
report said that the unit was well armed,
and tully cquipped with radios as well as
purc eold bars, and that it was complete-
ly destroved after 24 elashes. That was
the gist on the report What dovou make
ol that? You can draw these con-
crustons: 1) The Vicinamese resistance
isomade up of people formerly from
South Victnam: 2) These people. who
fes e been cvacudted out oi the country,
have teund the way back int 3) They are
well armed: 4) They are starting 1o set
up resistance bases inside Victnam. In
brief, this 15 a small group among the
mere than one miilion refugeces; they
trivd to come back to again take up arms
against the Viet Cong: but they have
been anathilated by the Laotian Com-
munist forees even before thevwere able
Lo stage any significant activitios. Is that
what vou think? That is what the Viet
Cong want you 1o think, so that vou will
come (o the conclusion that “the Vict-
namese resistance 1s only a small
problem, an adventuristic military ac-
twvity led by a small group without the
support of the Vietnamese people, but
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probably enjoying seme discreet sup-
port from a number of neighboring

countries, such as Thailand or the US" .

QUESTION: That is probably so, 1
think. But is that the truth?

ANSWER: The truth is that the Viet-
namese people have risen up to fight
against the Viet Cong everywhere in the
country, in the whole of Indochina which
now 1s under Viet Cong domination, as
well as from overseas. The truth is that
the Viet Cong have been trying to distort
the true policies as well as the true
potential of Vietnamese resistance. But
more importantly, they wanted to dis-
credit the cause of our struggle. Why do
they do that? Because thev needed o
bolster the morale of their cadres inside
the country, and they also wanted 1o use
1t as a leverage to exert pressures on the
various governments in the region. A
sort of cheap "casus belli” to justify their
continucd occupation of Laos and Kam-
puchcea.

QUESTION: So vou think that this
reportis just an attempt at disinforniation
Jor propaganda purposes?

ANSWER: That's right. Thev want to
create the false impression that the Viet-
namese resistance 1s only made up of a
group of refugees infiltrating back into
the country. Thisis todeny that the Viet-
namese resistance has been waged by
the Victnamese people themselves,
from mside the country. They want to
spread the belief that the conduct of the
reststance of this group is only a military
adventure. This is to deny the fact that
the Vietnamese resistance forces have
attacked the Viet Cong by several
mcans, and that our military struggle
only serves to support our prosclytizing
struggle. They claim that the Viet-
namese resistance 1s aided by foreign
countrics, and they have hinted at the
“internattonal reactionary forees.” That
is an attempt to prove that the Viet-
namese resistance does not have the
support of the people and t made up
only of a small group used by foreigners
for subversive purpose against the Viet
Cong. That is purc propaganda aimed at

perverting the right cause of our strug-
gle. That 1s the truth, We Viernamoese
arc experienced enough to see through
this propagandu scheme.

QUESTION: But what about Presi-
dent Hoang Co Minh? What has become
of him?

ANSWER: Thunk you for inquiring.
President Hoang Co Minh s safe and he
15 still directing the resistance struggle

QUESTION: But, at least something
must have happened in Lower Laos? |
am sure something must have happened
there...

ANSWER: In Lower Laos, as well as
in other places in Indochina, and espe-
cially in Viet Nam, our resistance forees
continue to clash with the Vietr Cong,
But it would be bad for them it the
people 1 the country and the world a
large are aware of these clashes. The
wanted to keep the people ignorant of
these happenings, but tor some tume
they have been unable to do so because
accurate information is being broadeast
daily by the Vietnamese resistance radio
and because there are more and more
frequent contacts between the people
and the resistance forees. Being unable
to cover up. they have attempted o
"declare the death of the resistance” by
a simple news report, to deeeive domes
tic and world public opinion,

QUESTION But lioiy can ey 0 s
blatant?

ANSWER: Did vou forget that the
Viet Cong, during all the vears of war,
continued to deny the build-up of North
Victnamese troops inthe South and only
admitted 10 after 19750 They invaded
Kampuchea but they denied i, saving
thev were only performing "an interna-
tional duty.” Thev never admitted the
presence of therr 30,000 occupation
troops in Laos. Thev are capable of
many other blatant acts, the use of disin-
formation i1s only a small tricks up then
sleeves...



bommentary

TOURISM IN VIET NAM, A SMOKESCREEN

About 10 years ago, a French couple, members of
the French Communist Party, went to work in the USSR
as part of a so-called "cultural cooperation” plan between
the two brotherly Communist parties. They were treated
in a relatively more open manner, and with less con-
straints than the foreign tourists in Moscow. They saw
with their own eyes some of the realitics of Communism.
Some questions arosc, which were not solved, and these
led to bigger ones. Back in Paris, they raised the questions
with the leadership of the French Communist Party.

Inthe end, they left the Party. And the French public
had the pleasure to read the book "The Street of the Red
Prolctarian” * detailing the experiences of the few years
they lived in Moscow. In the masscs of literature about
tourism in Communist countrics, that book provided
some of the most interesting and most accurate descrip-
tions.

And 1t is expected that among the Vietnamese

refugees who would respond to the current Viet Cong

campaign sccking to cncourage, with reassurances, the
refugees to come back and visit their own country as
“tourists”, there would be someone who would eventually
take up his pen and jot down his travel experiences: a sort
of ugly "Gulag Tour", organized in an unrcal world quite
apart {from the true, tragic world under the Viet Cong
ruling machinery.

The propaganda techniques of the Viet Cong in this
campaign are in fact not so different from the way the
Sovict Union advertised her "Potemkin Villages.” The
techniques consist in "putting behind glasses” and glossing
over the real miserics of the country in order to present a
cosmetic face of the Communist regime to the world. Al-
though they have not been able to achieve the same level
of sophistication as the Soviet, and certainly one can only
expect a pale imitation of the Gorbachev’s Glanost, the
current campaign to attract tourists 1o Viet Nam probab-
ly would bring about certain results which, although un-
suspected to foreign public opinion, would be within the
calculations of the Viet Cong government. One such
results would be the implication of a "normalized situa-
tion" for the Communist regime in Vict Nam.

After the Viet Cong took over the South of the
country, a great number of people had fled into political
exile, causing a number of complicated problems for the
neighboring countries. If, for example, among the few
refugees who would respond to the Viet Cong campaign
and go back to visit their country, some of them were pick-
cd out and advertized as "typical tourists”, then all the
risks and dangers encountered by the boat people in their
flight for frcedom would have lost all significance: the
Viet Cong would use these selected individuals to prove
that those who fled the country were only cconomic

refugees, that they left the country because they wanted
to avoid the hardships, that they went abroad to make a
living and in search of better material well-being. That
would lead people to come to the conclusion that "life
under the Communist regime in Vietnam is certain liv-
able." And the Vict Cong regime would appear to the out-
side world as just one political regime among others,
something that is not so terrible, not so inhuman as com-
monly thought of 10 years ago...

Beside, the Viet Cong would be able to amass a not
so insignificant amount of foreign currency through this
operation. This precious currency. in whatever amount,
is useful to the regime. But the greatest advantage that
would flow from this campaign would be a de facto
"whitewashing” of a regime that is, so to speak, finally ac-
cepted by the civilized world as just a hard and austere
political regime ruling over one of the world's poorest
countrics where life is, after all, not so unlivable. This 1s
the greatest profit that would derive from the campaign.
Those who contribute to humanizing the faces of the Red
Satans, those who, despite the urgings of their conscience,
choose to go ahead and visit that land, now enslaved by a
most barbarous regime, would also harvest some small
profits. Because of the difference in the standards of
living, they would be able to buy a few gifts at low prices
and to discreetly give some meager amount of money to
their relatives to help them get by...

We have said, at the beginning of this column, that
someone among those tourists would cventually write out
the truth. The book "The Street of the Red Proletarian”
("La Rue du Prolétaire Rouge”) has not attracted cnough
attention. A similar book, written by one of those Vict-
namese refugees who have committed the mistake of
coming back to the country as a tourist, probably would
not get a better reception. But that scems like hope
against hope. Because the French couple did not have any
relatives in the USSR, they were able to tell the truth. It
may not be the same with the Vietnamese refugees: their
relatives are still being held hostages in the hell that they
have just visited and, being as bound with family feelings
as they are, they will not have the courage to write out the
truth for fear of possible reprisals against their loved ones.
Foreigners who have participated to this touristic cam-
paign have morc freedom to speak out the truth. Bug, are
theyable to see the truth? And, morc importantly, do they
realize that, just because they want to satisfy their wayfar-
ing urge, or their curiosity, or just because they want to
have some good time, they are actually acting as
defenders for a band of murderers?

(*) La Ruc du Prolétaire Rouge, Nina & Jean
Kéhayan, ed. Club France - Loisirs (Scuil) 1978.







