








inside the country as well as in the occupied territories of Laos
and Kampuchea.

Finally, and most importantly, therc is the ever-increas-
ing opposition of the people against the on-going wars of ag-
gression conducted by the Viet Cong leaders against the
neighboring countries, draining the economy and causing
more and more privations to the people. The Victnamese
people do not want the Viet Cong to invest the nation’s man-
power in wars without a good cause. The children are en-
couraged by their parents to avoid the draft and to defect.
With the increasing presence and strength of the Resistance,
they have found that they can also actively oppose the Viet
Cong by defecting and joining the Vietnamese Resistance.
There have been mass defections to the Resistance. In the
Resistance they have found people who are really fighting for
true independence and democracy for the country. The Viet
Cong have been unable to stop the massive defections to the
Resistance. By announcing the falsc news that they "have
destroyed the Resistance” and by proclaiming a plan to "raise
the standard of living" and to "give appropriate rewards to the
descrving ones” the Viet Cong are attempting to avert the
process of dislocation of the army. But these are only vain at-
tempts. Because the Viet Cong troops no longer trust the
words of the Party.

And they are right not to trust the words of the party be-
cause the campaign for “purifying the army" is only part of an
on-going power struggle, a ploy for the Nguyen Van Linh fac-
tion to wrestle full control of the army. The denunciations of
"negativism” in the army are only aimed at the followers of cer-
tain military leaders that have been ousted after the 6th Party
Congress in 1986 and replaced by a new class of military com-
manders trained in the Sovict Union and East Germany.
These men are still present in the ranks and files of the army
and their influences are still felt everywhere. The new slogans
are the calls to arms for a large scale campaign to purge the
army of all the remnants of the deposed military leaders. This
is not a struggle between the "radical doctrinaires” and the
"moderate realists.” This is just a natural process of consolida-
tion of powers of the new rulers who will put all the blame for
past mistakes and failures on the former rulers,

The use of the masses to help purge certain elements in
the leadership is a traditional Communist tactic. Nguyen Van
Linh has only applied the lessons he has learned from the
previous leadership. He has not invented anything original.

What is different this time - and hence particularly
noteworthy - is that the Vict Cong troops by and large have
shown an unwillingness to be involved in this powcr struggle
for they know too well that, whoever is on top, they will con-
tinuc to be pushed to carry on "the internationalist dutics for
the proletariat.” And if they don’t, Nguyen Van Linh is there
to remind them. *
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MEWS FROKE WIETHIAR

‘ Once extensively covered by the world media. Vietnam has
been neglected by news agencies since the 1975 communist
takeover; as a consequence, the public bothe inside and outside
irhe country hardly know what has actually happened to the Viet-
namese people except for speculation based on Hanoi's
propaganda.

To offset the Vietcong’s suppression of information, the Na-
tional United Front for the Liberation of Vietnam has cs-
‘iablished in 1983 the Vietnamese Resistance Radio 1o inform
the Vietnamese populace of the world, and to bring news fron:
within to the outside world.

© Broadcasting eight hours daily on the 30m and 40m waveband
(13.3 Mhz and 7.4 Mhz), the VRR has effectively mobilized the
bopztlace into concerted resistance activities against the Hanoi
,}Fegime.

’ Following are some excerpts from the Vietnamese Resistance
adio daily news program

RESISTANCE IN DONG THAP

- 54 receive basic military training and taught information
and mass techniques.

- More than 8,000 information leaflets distributed.
- Several Viet Cong cadres killed.
(Vietnamese Resistance Radio, Nov. 16, 1987)

According to a report from the Resistance and Ad-
ministrative Committee (RAC) of Dong Thap province, 54
men and women in the province have received basic military
training, with particular emphasis on the handling of light
weapons and the use of mines and booby traps,and have been
taught techniques of Information and mass mobilization in the
third quarter of 1987, under the aegis of the Committee. The
report, broadcast over Vietnamese Resistance Radio on Nov.
16, 1987, also said that upon graduation, 32 of them have
voluntarily joined the provincial armed resistance group and
the rest have returned to their native villages and hamlets to
work for the Resistance. The trainees also helped the Com-
mittee in disseminating more than 8,000 assorted leaflets call-
ing on Viet Cong troops and cadres to return to the Cause of
the people’s resistance. The Committee also reported several
Viet Cong cadres were killed in Tam Nong, Cao Lanh and
Hong Ngu districts in late September 1987 by the people who
were angered by the Viet Cong’s policy of using forced labor
to work on irrigation and flood containment projects. After
four of them were killed by the people, the other Viet Cong
cadres in the districts have become more restrained in their
dealings with the people.

It had also been reported that a Viet Cong cadre named
Tran Van Tong was killed and his body found in the rice-ficld
in Hong Ngu district on August 23. Tong was known for his









The decisions of the Party’s fourth plenary session are not
going to bring about any changes that could improve the situa-
tion: the 6th Resolution again stressed the objectives of a five-
years plan, in the same arbitrary and utopian way as the previous
Resolutions. And the 3rd Resolution made it clear again, for
those who were naive enough to believe that Nguyen Van Linh
was about to give up the Communist ideology and to start a new
revolution, that the prime objective of the reforms was to move
toward a purely Socialist economy in the next phase. The 2nd and
the 4th Resolutions scemingly proposed even more aggressive
reforms but again, it is unwise to expect any changes since
Resolution No 5 has reasserted something that only those who
have lived under a Communist regime could have a keen and
bitter understanding: "We will resolutely carry out the duties of
the international proletariat.” To put it simply, that means that
the Viet Cong will continue the war inside and outside the
country in order to consolidate Communist power in all of In-
dochina, in accordance with the wish of the Soviet Union. The
Vietnamese people will continue to be the victims of this blind
policy of aggression.

In the world at large, a good many cxperts on Indochina
Communism seemed to have deluded themselves with a quite
fallacious picture of the Viet Cong. For more than a year they
scemed to be enthused with what they thought to be a new era
of "openness” of the Viet Cong on which they have built so much
hope, hopes that are born out of their credulity and that may
lcad to perilous consequences. Because of this misconception
- duc to a misunderstanding of the true nature of the Hanoi
regime and the campaign of propaganda from Hanoi - they have
proposed the lifting of the economic boycott imposed on In-
dochina since 1979 "as a way to help the Viet Cong frec them-
selves from the Soviet orbit.” The fact is that the Viet Cong have
chosen to lean toward the Soviet Union ever since 1968 and
have definitely moved over to the Soviet bloc before their in-
vasion of Kampuchea. The economic boycott was only imposed
because of the invasion of Kampuchea. The process of cause
and cffect has been reversed in order to justify an appeal to go
to the aid of an aggressor. In the same line of argument, some
people have cven proposed economic aid to the Viet Cong in
order to alleviate the miseries of the people under their rule. It
must be pointed out that any aid to the Viet Cong would only
be used for the purpose of consolidating the power of the Com-
munists and therefore would only help them carry out even
more repressive and exploitative policies against the people.

Under a totalitarian regime, the people will be more
miscrable as the government grows more powerful. Converse-
ly, the worsening of the economy and the weakening of the
ruling machinery would create opportunities for the people to
rise up and overthrow the totalitarian regime that oppresses
them. The Viet Cong have admitted that they have failed to im-
prove the economy in the past year. That means that in the past
year the Vietnamesc people have achieved significant succes-
ses in their struggle against the regime. To give economic aid to
the Viet Cong regime is tantamount to supplying weapons to
murderers so that they can commit more crimes. )
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THE NEW VIETCONG
INVESTMENT LAW : A STUPID
DECEPTION

In the beginning of this year, the Viet Cong government has
promulgated a new Foreign Investement Law and has im-
mediately foollowed it up with a caimpaign of propaganda
publicizing what they claimed to be the most progressive and
generous terms in this set of law. But people who are familiar
with the issues of the world economic development and with the
true nature of the Communist regime of the Viet Cong know in-
stantly that this is just a barely camouflaged deception. In fact,
this is so backwardness of the Viet Cong when thay attemped
to entice foreign investors.

This sct of law was passed by the Natonal Assembly, a body
without real legistative power under the Viet Cong regime, on
December 29, and was signed into law on Jan, 9. 1t is made up
of ninc Chapters, totalling 42 articles stipulating the objectives
and the terms of investment containing, as claimed by the Viet
Cong, several privileges for the foreign investor. Three forms
of investments are outlined in the law : (1) Business coopera-
tion contract; (2) Joint venture without limit to the maximum
contribution of prescribed capital by a foreign investor; and (3)
Private enterprises with 100 percent foreign investment capital.
On the financial terms, it 1s stipulated that the foreign investor
is entitled to repatriate both capital and profits and that the in-
vested capital and asscts of investors shall not be requisitioned
or confiscated by administrative measures. It is further stipu-
lated that an enterprise with foreign invested capital shall not
be nationalized. Concerning the tax problem, the law provides
that income taxes account for 15 to 20 percent of the profits
earned, and when repatriating profits abroad, foreign investors
have to pay a tax ranging from 3 to 10 percent of the actual
amount... lower than in other countries....

On the surface, this set of law is no different from similar
foreign investment laws in a number of other less-developed
countries. But in reality, if the actual situation in Vietnam is
taken into account, it becomes clear that this seemingly attrac-
tive investment law is only a trap to draw in foreign resources
and technical know-how without providing any advantage for
the foreign investors or any change for the people in the country
to improve their living standard. Why ?

First of all, we must not lose sight of the fact that Vietnam
remains under Communist domination, a brand of Communism
that is the most backward and the most impervious to economic
improvement. Under a Communist regime, all the economic
concepts concerning money, prices, accounting, taxes,
credits... lose all their commonly accepted significance. The ac-
counting method of the Viet Cong - the process by which losses
and profits are computed - is based on Marxist ideology which
also gives particular definitions to such terms as capital, labor
cost, depreciation, profits and income. With their own under-
standing of such terms, the Viet Cong cadres, even if they have
enough goodwill, will not be able to compute objectively the
manufacturing costs. Nor can they come to any agreement
regarding operating costs and profits, not to say of more com-
plicated notions such as pay-back period, reurn on investment
or exchange rate, inflation indexation ect....






