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- The Resistance receives
supplies from the people.

An intensive information
campaign was launched by the
NUFRONLIV ARU in the dis-
tricts of Tam Binh, Tra Vinh, Tra
Cu, and Duyen Hai, according to
a report from the Resistance and
Administrative Committee of Cuu
Long province. During the cam-
paign, more than 4,000 assorted
leaflets, hundreds of information
pocket books, as well as about 100
story books about national heroes
and resistance songs were dis-
tributed to the people. In par-
ticular, the NUFRONLIV cadres
donated to the people in the above
districts more than 30 national
flags. In their mectings with the
cadres, the people expressed great
enthusiasm after learning of the
resistance activities all over the
country. Also as a result of this
mass proseclytizing campaign,
more than 40 young men and
women volunteered to join the
Provincial Armed Resistance For-
ces and the Local Resistance and
Administrative Committee.  in
the course of the campaign, the
Resistance Group also collected
more than 400 kilos of supplies
donated by the pcople in the
province. The supplies included
mostly rice, salt, dried fish and
tobacco.

While the information cam-
paign was stepped up in Cuu Long
province last year, the Provincial
Resistance and Administrative
Committee also organized four
training courses on basic informa-
tion techniques and on the use of
light weapons for young men and
women in the districts of Tam
Binh, Tra On, and Vinh Liem.
Thousands of leaflets were dis-
tributed in the same districts and
more than 20 national flags were
planted. During the same period,
an independent opposition group
named Vietnamese Youth for Na-
tional Salvation in the city of Tra
Vinh pledged allegiance to the
Front after being explained on the
policy of liberation struggle of
NUFRONLIV.

"CENTRALIZED DEFENSE DISTRICTS"
SETUPTO
STOP RESISTANCE INROADS

One of the claims that the
Vietcong regime put forward in
their effort to entice foreign in-
vestment was that "Vietnam is en-
joying political stability.” This is
clearly misleading, because right
at this moment the Hanoi regime
is being plagued with power strug-
gles, and the situation is far from
being as "stable” as they claimed.
Moreover, the survival of the
regime itself is being seriously
threatened by the resistance of the
people so much so that recently
they have had to order the setting
up of "centralized defense dis-
tricts” in a desperate attempt to
check the advance of the resis-
tance.

First, about political in-
stability:

Many people thought the
Victcong regime was built on firm
foundation. But the fact is that
regime has been shaken to the
root. There are two reasons. The
first reason is the power struggle,
originated from above, has
reached down to the lowest levels.
The second reason is because the
Vietcong party members have lost
all faith in Communist ideology
and all confidence in the minority
at the top leadership and this
situation has resulted in a deep
power crisis.

With the support of the
Soviet Union, Nguyen Van Linh
has seized power for more than a
year. But Linh has not succeeded
in getting rid of rivals for power
and in securing a firm grip on
powcr, even within the top
echelons of the party. The fol-
lowers of Truong Chinh and Le
Duan, with their power bases built
up and consolidated over several
years, are still in place, and it is not
easy for them to let go of powers

of their own volition since, in a
Communist regime, political
power is very closely connected

With material interests. And
the worse the economy, the tighter
these senior cadres will try to hang
on to their political power in order
to safeguard their material
privileges.

But, more seriously, political
stability and deterioration has be-
come widespread and unmanage-
able to the leadership. Corruption
and greed has become the norm
and the ranks and files Vietcong
party members now owe their
loyalty to themselves rather than
to the leadership. In a situation of
economic collapse, their natural
reflex is to have no other concern
than their own interests which
should be furthered even by their
illegal means, if necessary. As the
regime wants to salvage the
economy, and looks to foreign in-
vestment as a way out of the
economic impasse, the priority
will still remain the safeguard of
the interests of the party members
and the consolidation of power of
the leadership.

Second, about the deteriora-
tion of security:

The Vietcong regime can no
longer maintain tight control over
the people. There are two reasons.
The first reason is that the control
apparatus is rotting away due to
the stcady demoralization of Com-
munist troops and public sccurity
agents because of the situation as
described above. Secondly, the
people have learned to organize
their opposition in a systematic
and efficient way. They are waging
a total struggle which has moved
from the phase of passive resis-
tance to the phase of active resis-
tance which is wrecking the
economy, strangling the distribu--
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Dommenutan
THE SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA
AND THE PROSPECT FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION

Recent developments in the situation in Kam-
puchea seemed to indicate that the prospect for a
political solution putting an end to the Vietcong oc-
cupation of Kampuchea and thus removing a threat
to peace in Southeast Asia has remained remote at
best.

The premature enthusiasm, elicited in many
quarters, even among the close entourage of Prince
Sihanouk, after the first meeting last December bet-
ween the Prince and Hun Sen, prime minister of the
Vietcong-backed government in Phnom Penh,
proved to be shortlived. The ambiguity of the Prince
after that first meeting, and even after the second
one, was clear indication that he had not had
favorable conditions before he engaged himself in
the task of looking for a political solution to put an
end to the Vietcong occupation of Kampachea. Al-
though he had taken the precautionary step of resign-
ing - temporarily - from his post as President of the
Democratic Coalition Government of Kampuchea
sothat he could claim to meet Hun sen in his capacity
as a pro forma and pointless positioning, could not
help him disclaim the fact that, instcad of dealing
directly with the main culprits - the Viet Cong
government - as his partners in the coalition govern-
ment had always insisted. A representative of the
Kampuchean Resistance had finally accepted to talk
to a representative of the puppet government on the
issue of the occupation of their own country by a
forcign power. What made the Kampucheans ner-
vous was that, because of his caprices andhis lack of
paticnce, the Prince had unwittingly brought the
Kampuchean Resistance into a difficult situation, to
the advantage of the Viet Cong.

To put things in perspective, the rcent develop-
ments around the search for "a political solution” to
the Kampuchean problem werc only the results of a
diplomatic offensive mounted by the Viet Cong
through their proxy, the puppet government in
Phnom Penh. Hun Sen himself, commenting on this
shift in strategy before a meeting of his Cabinet min-
isters last June declared that the real purpose of the
campaign was "to disrupt the resistance coalition
without actually aiming to achieve a political solution"
because, he said, "our cadres are not yet capable of
waging a successful struggle in a political competition
with the Resistance."

In a broader perspective, what is now happening
is only part of a Vietcong strategy of procrastination

so that, on the one hand, they can gain time to com-
plete the colonization of Kampuchea, and on the
other, they can hope along the way to gradually free
themselves from their present situation of economic
and diplomatic outcast. In addition to their attempt
to disrupt the resistance coalition of Kampuchea,
through their puppet government in Phnom Penh,
the Viet Cong have continued to push forward their
diplomatic offensive vis-a-vis the Asean countries
with the aim of creating dissensions among them.
The claim that the Kampuchean problem is a totally
internal problem between the Kampuchean parties,
i.e. between the resistance forces and the puppet
government in Phnom Penh, and the pitch for a so-
called "Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality"
(ZOPFAN) which, as they insisted, should be
achieved even before a Kampuchean solution is
rcached, are some of the typical moves of this
diplomatic offensive.

In the final analysis, the Vietcong strategy of
procrastination was aimed to insure the successful
completion of their plan to colonize Kampuchea, not
primarily through force of arms alone, but through
the actual colonization by Vietname civilians forced
to emigrate to Kampuchea. So far, up to 700,000
Vietnamese civilians have been transplanted to Kam-
puchea, in addition to about 50,000 Vietcong cadres
in every echelon of the administrative machinery. At
the present rate, the Viet Cong would be able to
create, within the next two years, a 1-millions-strong
community of Kampucheans of Vietnames origin,
thus completing their Vietnamization of Kampuchea
where the population, of khmer origin, had been
decimated to a mere 3 million. It may not be mere
coincidence that was also the time-frame for the
withdrawal of Victcong troops from Kampuchea in
1990 as proposed by Hun Sen to Sihanouk. While
the world focussed attention on the search for a
political solution that would bring about a complete
withdrawal of Vietcong troops from Kampuchea as
an essential condition for peace in the region, the
threat to the survival of the Khmer as a people hung
in the balance. If this should happen, then the whole
of the Southeast Asian region would become more
insecure than ever. This is because the Viet Cong
would never deviate from their task of helping to
spread socialist revolution, regardless of any politi-
cal concessions that may be offered them. The
presence of Vietcong "advisers” among rebel groups
everywhere in the world, from the Philippines to the
Middle East - and most recently Burma - was clear
evidence of this basic drive. ®
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