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THE VIETCONG’S LULLABY

In recent months, Hanoi has
made a few moves that captured some notice from
the West. The Vietcong regime is presently courting
Western nations for economic aids in an attempt to
find a solution for its economic dead end. This dead
end was originated from permanent cconomic crises
resulted from dictatorial policies being sabotaged by
the pcople at all levels with all means. The situation
has further deteriorated as helps from Moscow do
not flow in as abundantly as they used to be since the
Soviet Union now too finds itself in the middle of
crisis and is forced to revise its generosity for Hanoi.

The Hanoi regime is crying children malnutrition,
widespread starvation, and using the same line once
used by Eastern European countries- that is * The
West should help us so that we could escape the
Soviet influence...’

Hanoi officials bluntly told the U.S. :’Please send us
food to help with the hunger problem’. They said to
Western governments :"We are expecting
humanitarian aids such as medicines, medical equip-
ment, to alleviate the sufferings of the Vietnamese
people’. They tried to convince Western investors
JInvest in Vietnam. We have achieved political
stability, cheap labor, and plenty of natural resour-
ces, and especially we just passed new investment
laws that you should find attractive and progressive’.
In lobbying the IMF and Asian Development Bank
for investment loans, they promised :"We will im-
prove the standards of living of our people and over-
haul the national economy..”.

Some Western nations, including the U.S, may have
found the melody soothing their ears; they sent their
medical experts to Vietnam to assess the situation.
Washington, although still sticking to its economic
embargo against Hanoi, has let a number of private
humanitarian organizations work with Hanoi in
order to find ways to lessen "sufferings of the Viet-
namese people”.

The cry for help by Hanoi seemed working, at Icast
for now.

However, observers who are familiar with the way the
Victcong operate think the cry is a siren’s melody, a
sedative melody of a predator to lure its prey for the
kill. Western nations should protect their interests
by not allowing Hanot to lure them.

At first, Hanoi never intends to be independent of
Moscow. The Vietcong regard the Soviet Union as
their model and follow its footsteps in every area.
Moreover, for their joint strategic interest each year
Hanoi receives from Kremlin over 2 billion dollars in
military aids and almost one billion dollars for its col-
lapsing economy. It is ncver Hanof’s intention to
deviate from the Communist system. The VC
economy is a totalitarian one, planned, operated and
controlled by the party, where private initiatives have
no role to play. The two contributing factors to the
collapse of this economy are the centralization of
decision making power which system does not en-
courage people to produce. On the other hand and
most important is the sabotage carried out by the
Vietnamese people, who have made brave sacrifices
in the fight against the Victcong oppressive machine
from within. For thc Victnamese any help going to
the Victcong is deemed as against their will and in-
terests.

Even if considering their own interests are the sole
factor in cvaluating the business opportunity thus ig-
nore the will of the people in Vietnam, Western na-
tions would benefit much from any economic venture
with Hanoi.

The Vicet cong regime, follocwing the Soviet Union’
instruction, is now occupying militarily Laos and
Kampuchea (while the occupation of Kampuchea
has becen media headline, the presence of fifty
thousand VC troops in Laos has been conveniently
ignored). Morcover, the regime is known to have
traincd Communist rebels in the Philippines,
Thailand, and Burma. Hanoi concedes to the Soviets
the use of strategically important military bases in
Cam Ranh Bay and Da Nang. Cam Ranh, the Sovict
largest naval basc outside the Union, each month ser-
vices from 20 to 30 Sovict vesscls, among them
frigates and nuclear submarines. From Da Nang,
Soviet bombers could reach Manila within one hour,
or attack capitals of ASEAN member nations as well
as Northern Australia. Thanks to Hanoi, Soviet bat-
tleships have been able to base themselves in the
much wanted warm water and could easily dominate
the Malacca Straight, a location with a strategic im-
portance only after the Persian Gulf in term of ener-
gy transportation for East Asia and America.

The Vietcong never change their nature and always
remain followers of Moscow. Hanoi will likely play
up the rcformist image, which arc merely intended to
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same time to avoid sabotage by the hard line fun-
damentalists from within the party. Today we see the
same series of political maneuvers taking place in
Moscow, only better polished and prepared.

In sum, the old conservative Marxists although rare-
ly hold power in Moscow but carry great influence
behind the scenes in shaping national policics.
Western experts on Russian affairs, particularly
those in the U.S., apparently operate on this premise
and often call on their governments to exercise self-
restraints in East-West relations to aid moderate ele-
ments in Kremlin in the power struggle with the hard
lincrs.

Another benefit for
Kremlin is dertved from
the frec flow of informa- [

Moscow has collected valuable information for
numerous purposes. Flrst, Moscow learns how the
West could be fooled. Second, misinformation
tailored according to feedback from such contacts
would be fed to the free world. And third, favorable
perception by the free world would be used for
propaganda inside the country to deceive the Sovict
people.

Yet we must agree that Kremlin is not the only guil-
ty party in this campaign of misinformation that has
caused much Western misperception on the Soviet
Union. Foreign affair experts in America, who live
in an environment where government scandals arc
nothing new, have a dangerous habit of applying
thinking methods familiar to the American public
like interest groups and compromising in their Soviet
affairs study. A typical
cxample is the Iran-Con-

tion in the West.
Selected remarks by
Soviet leaders are an-
nounced by Western
media and used by the in-
tellectual community
outside the iron curtain to
prove the theory that the
West can only benefit
from a mutual coopcra-
tion with a friendly Sovict
regime. In the mean
time, a number of Rus-
sians consisting of Soviet
diplomats, middle level
officials, state journalists,
and Russian intellcctuals

Through contacts with western intellectuals....
| First, Moscow lears how the West could be fooled

Second, misinformation tailored according to
feedback from such contacts would then be fed to

the free world

And third, favorable perception by the free world
intellectuals would be used for propaganda inside

the country to deceive the Soviet people

tras scandal. The
Recagan administration
believed it could create a
shift of power in Iran by
‘ supporting thc moderate
Iranian clements by sell-
ing them arms. We all
know the outcome.

The West does not limit
its misperception to the
Sovict case. After the
sixth Congress held by
the Vietnamese Com-
é munist Party, a ncw na-
tional policy was
declared by Nguyen Van

are well prepared by
Moscow to contact with
the free world. These
people would privately attest to great difficulties en-
countered with the fundamentalist elements who are
seen as obstacles to a friendly East-West relation-
ship.

Kremlin has already established two agencies in
charge of this orchestrated mission- the Institution of
American and Canadian Study (ISKAN), and the In-
stitute of World Economy and Communication
(IMEMO). Disguised as scholars, members of the
institutions make remarks as representatives of the
Russian intellectual community instead of state
cmployees and can easily persuade their Western
counterparts of the validity of any theory they put
forth. Through contacts with Western intellectuals,

Linh, the new leader of

the party. As the new

rulers in Vietnam
blamed the old governing body for failure in almost
every area, Western media began to talk about the
opposition from the hard lincrs led by Le Duc Tho
who was ready to assume power should Linh, a so-
called reformist, fails to secure aids from the West
and revive the dying cconomy. The amusing fact is
Tho was just a few years ago was regarded by Western
analysts as a progressive and friendly Communist
leader the free world could work with.

After all, the plays in Moscow and HaNoti both have
one thing in common- they are old plays performed
by new actors. Doves and hawks scen on the roof-
tops of Kremlin and Hanoi are only birds of a feather.
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