





























THE VIETNAMESE STRUGGLE
THE UNTOLD STORY

Most Americans would rather forget the legacy of the

Vietnam War. The cost of our involvement was staggering:

*58,000 American lives and $400 billion expended. And for
what?

Many still can’t figure out what we were fighting for
and where we went wrong. But if you go into any
Vietnamese restaurant and talk about the war, and you find
the Vietnamese pretty clear-headed about the whole thing.
They knew that Ho Chi Minh was no agrarian reformer, as
sometimes portrayed by antiwar movement. They knew
what the fate of South Vietnam would be after the
Vietcong took over. And their worst fears were born out
in the tragedy that followed on heels of the U.S. pull out
in 1975. Conditions became so bad that nearly 2 million
Vietnamese took to the high seas in unseaworthy boats,
risking their lives just for the chance to find freedom.

Today, however, after 14 years of communist control
of their native country, some of the 700,000 Vietnamese
living in the United States have real hope that they will be
able to return to their homeland. This optimism is largely
due to the tireless work of the little-known National
United Front for the Liberation of Vietnam, which has
chapters world-wide and in cities across the United States.

"The Vietnamese resistance movement is succeeding
against enormous odds, where other resistance movements
such as the Nicaraguan contras have failed,” says Le Van
Nam, an Overseas Executive Committee member of the
National United Front. "We recognized that we could not
match the communist regime militarily, for the Vietcong
have the fourth largest standing army in the world. We also
knew that in guerrilla warfare, military factors are
important, but that we must win the hearts and minds of
the population and stay united in our common cause," says
Nam.

In addition to building their military forces after
consolidating their rule in 1975, the Vietcong seized
control of the economy in South Vietnam. Monopolizing
the distribution system and rationing goods enabled them
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to reward those loyal and withhold from those suspect of
engaging in anti-government activities.

But central economic planning soon met with
widespread opposition. It sapped the people’s incentives
and work ethic, and led to continuous crises in production
and distribution. Shortage became the rule and the
inflation rate skyrocketed. And as Vietnam’s problems
could no longer be blamed on the war, domestic unrest and
dissatisfaction with the communist policies became more
widespread. The Vietcong leaders were forced to look to
the Soviet Union for increased aid -- to bolster security
and to pay for imports to make up for shortages.

These deteriorating conditions provided fertile soil for
the growth of the resistance movement, which was founded
and formally organized in 1980 by Hoang Co Minh. "Our
movement gained momentum as it became increasingly
clear that the Vietcong regime was a satellite dependent
on the Soviet Union," states a National United Front white
paper delivered to the Australian parliament this week.

In 1983, three years after the founding of the National
United Front, the resistance established a clandestine
radio station within Vietnam, which has broadcast
continuously ever since. The Vietnamese Resistance Radio
network and Resistance Administrative Committecs
established throughout the country have galvanized the
local population to stand up to the Vietcong. In contrast
to the situation in most communist countries where
resistance tends to be passive and limited to random acts
of non-cooperation, the Vietnamese resistance leadership
follows a systematic strategy to produce concert effort
throughout the country. For instance, Resistance Radio
and Resistance Administrative Committees inform and
mobilize people to coordinate work slowdowns and resist
periodic Vietcong seizures of corps.

"This resistance strategy has been effective, for the
more it contributes to the system’s failure, the more
disillusioned the regime’s supporters become," says Dr.
Tran Xuan Ninh, a chicago-based surgeon who scrves as
the Deputy Commissioner General of Overseas Affairs of
the National United Front. As Vietcong supporters turn
to the private market to compensate for the regime’s
chronic shortages, they establish relations with the
resistance who play an increasingly large role in this
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