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The Vietnamese Communists’
Double Language

Almosl all of the world events in
this last decade of the 20th cen-
tury arc mediately circulated; and if
people arc not informed right away of
why things happen, they at lcast know
what has happened. The case of Viet-
nam is an ¢xception.

Toward the end of April, the
world media had been focusing on the
subject of Victnam fiftecn years after
the communists took over the entire
country. The view is that there seem to
have been positive changes in Viet-
nam, cspecially in the economy with
genuine "openness”. From the outside
looking in, one only can sce reports of
Nguyen Van Linh inviting the United
States’ cooperation, or Nguyen Co
Thach coaxing forcign investors by
presenting Vietnam as a country of
political stability and economic open-
ness. Along with the profitability ap-
proach, Hanoi also allures people’s
conscience by crediting that invest-
ment in Vietnam will help rebuild this
wadr-torn country; and on this merit the
United States ought to reestablish
trade with Vietnam.

Without close obscrvation, onc
would not be able 1o comprehend that
only two weeks before the April 30 an-
niversary, both Nguyen Van Linh and
Vo Chi Cong, th¢ number one and two
figures of the Party Politburo respec-
tively, had given grave warnings
against possible revolt and ordered the
Sccurity Forces to be on high alert, at
the same time instructed the army to
fully utilize its power against dissi-
dents. The unstable situation and
Hanoi’s fear of the widespread resis-
tance movement under the leadership
of NUFRONLIV were further
revealed by the two official state media
organs, the People’s Daily and the
Pcople’s Army Daily on April 15.

The Vietnamese communist
regime is onc of only a few on Earth
that still maintains its closed system
with a communications blackout to
and from the outside world. This prac-
tice has enabled the regime to pass on

information in double lines: one for
the outside world and one for internal
consumption. While international
reporters, acquiring information and
therefore, basing their views on Hanoi
programs broadcasting in English, are
now echoing the reconciliatory tone of
Hanoi heading toward peace and
reconstruction, Vietnamese pcople
are hearing a different tone through
programs broadcasted in native lan-
guage, which continues to denounce
the free world and cspecially the
United States as the "imperialists”, the
instigators of the "poiitical crisis” in
Eastern Europe, and the cause of
chaos in Vietnam.

One typical example: a recent
Hanoi broadcast program in English
on April 11 had given a fricndly view
of Hanoi toward normalization with

"The changes in East
Europe resulted not only
because of internal causes
but also from non-violent,
imperialist efforts. Check-
ing and eliminating
socialism and the world
revolutionary movement is
the unchanged strategy
and objective of U.S.-led
imperialism, which is now
developing a new strategy
to wipe socialism from the
face of earth, using cruel,
subtle, and brazen
maneuvers”

(Hanoi Domestic Broadcasting
Service in Vietnamse,
April 11, 1990)

the US. The broadcast being trans-
ferred widely over the international
communication network later on had
built a false impression that there are
genuine changes in the Hanoi
leadership’s attitude. The world did
not know that just three days before
that, on the Hanoi domestic service
broadcast in Vietnamese, a commen-
tary article in the official People’s
Army Daily was aired which harshly
condemned the US imperialisis and
their reactionary plot to destroy com-
munism. And on April 9, thc same
broadcasting service read the article by
Nguyen Thanh Binh, member of the
Politburo and Secretariat, urging
militarization of cadres in the non-
military sectors. All these three broad-
casts were monitored and reported by
the FBIS of the US Department of
Commerce in its Daily Report Eas-90-
71 on April 12, 1990.

With double language, the Viet-
namesc communists also try to mis-
chicvously present the two concepts of
"reconciliation” and "diplomatic nor-
malization" to serve their propaganda
that Hanoi good will gestures are
greatly impeded by US unfriendliness
and hard-headed stance.

A close observation of Hanoi’s
presentation of the same matter in two
different and often opposite views and
languages will enable one to see that
the Vietnamese Communists arc
manipulating their broadcasting sys-
tem to court the world’s ears by their
conciliatory tone for support and aids
on the one hand and to agitate cadres
for wars and suppression on the other.

And it is not surprising why a
regime believed to have made drastic
reforms in the country still encounters
such widespread internal resistance.
Only when the communication block-
ade and the use of double language are
no longer practiced in Vietnam, can
genuine democracy be observed. The
only chance to realize this is to have
the communist regime replaced by a
democratic government. |
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Behind
The Mike Morrow’s Arrest

An American publisher and busi-
nessman, Michael Morrow, was
detained by the Vietnamese com-
munist authority on April 23 with the
charge of having improper authoriza-
tion to visit the central city of Da
Nang. He was then released on May
15 after three weeks of interrogation
on allegation of spying according to
sources from Asia.

Morrow, who returned to his
home in Bangkok, said his detention
appeared to be connected to a wave of
arrests of Vietnamese intellectuals
who security officials feared were
planning anti-government protests as
part of a U.S. plan to overthrow the
regime.

"I was never informed of formal
legal charges against me but was told
in the course of interrogations that I
was under investigation for espionage
activities and activities to destabilize
the government of Vietnam.” he said.

Morrow said he was on a survey
tour for hotel and tourism oppor-
tunities in Vietnam with Thierry Rod-
zynek, a French businessmen who was
also arrested and released after three
days. Along with their arrests was Do
Trung Hiew, a communist cadre and
representative of a Vietnamese ar-
chitectural firm, also a former under-
ground communist activist during the
Vietnam war, who is still being held.

He said the security officers ex-
hibited a "war psychosis” about the
United States. He quoted one officer
as saying "the United States had em-
barked on a sophisticated political and
military strategy to topple the Viet-
namese government” and "We are
once again at war with the United
States.”

Morrow said he was told by
security officials that under Viet-
namese law neither he nor other
detainee was allowed legal counsel
and could be held for extendable

periods of four months at a time
without formal charges being made.

The arrest of Mr. Mike Morrow,
a well-known journalist and consul-
tant on doing business with Hanoi, will
badly hurt the Hanoi regime’s image
in the West and highlights many
problems of Vietnam’s current system,
according to Western analysts:

1. It is a system of centralized
bureaucracy. "There is no national
law. Any agency can do anything to
you that it wishes at any time, and
there is no legal defense” said a
Bangkok-based Western business-
man.

2. The security forces are fully
authorized to hold suspects for an un-
limited time. They believe that a long
term incarceration always succeeds in
drawing "the truth" from those ar-
rested.

3. By government regulation, no
action can be taken against the
security forces for doing their duty as
they see it, no matter how unreason-
able the arrest appears to be for on-
lookers. Most of the arrest is done out
of suspicion: their whole training and
mindset is to assume the worst espe-
cially with a Vietnamese-speaking for-
eigner. The security forces in Vietnam
still maintain the wartime mentalities
and have complete independence of
decision.

4. The political situation in Viet-
nam is quite unstable unlike what has
been presented to be by Hanoi
authority, which poses an adverse
situation to foreign investment be-
sides other drawbacks of the Vietnam
situation.

Arresting a foreign businessman,
who not only was a favorite journalist
to the regime for his war time reports
and stories that works to the regime’s
advantage, but also played a crucial
role in attempts by Hanoi to woo
foreign investment, Hanoi certainly
reinforces the thought among foreign
visitors that "the Vietnamese com-
munist authorities are brutal and law-
less” and will make it more difficult for

the regime to reassure its nervous in-
vestors.

Hanoi high-ranking officials had
refused to intervene citing the fact that
"investigation by security forces is an
all-consuming task taking months to
resolve and there is nothing they can
do." This hands-off excuse is a way to
protect the regime’s ruling mechanism
by force and fear, it is not the situation
as the Hanoi hierarchy tried to put it
"the security force has a mind of its
own and sometimes, as in the Mor-
row’s case, against our will".

After the ordeal, even a pro-
Hanoi business consultant like Mr.
Morrow must express concern about
strict and arbitrary interpretation of
Vietnam’s rules affecting business-
men.

Hanoi Blames
Fconomic Blockade
To Cause
Boat People

Hanoi has charged that "the hostile
policy of blockade and embargo pur-
sued by certain countries against Viet-
nam for more than 10 years now is one
of the causes of Vietnamese economic
difficulties, which has subsequently
led to illegal departures”, according 10
its broadcast in English on the Hanoi
Intemational Service on March 25,
1990.

In a desperate move to seek
economic cooperation from the world
to save its collapsing economy, Hanoi
once again resorted to these poor
people, whom they have forced to
leave their beloved motherland with
the imposition of a communist totali-
tarian rule. It is always someone else
to blame instead of Hanoi, the culprit
of all disasters and sufferings in Viet-
nam.

The accusation, however, only
reveals further Hanoi’s underestima-
tion of the world’s awareness, and its
obstinacy toward acknowledging its
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A Crumbling Regime’s
Desperate Reaction:

Fire On The People !

The Vietnamese communist
regime is spiralling down to
oblivion by resorting 10 its most hope-
less measure: ordering the Pcople’s
Army to gun down dissidents.

From the beginning of March
before the party’s Eighth Plenum,
Major General Dang Vu Hiep of
Hanoi, who is responsible for the
army’s indoctrination, had em-
phasized "The Party’s leading role
must be reinforced within our army
ranks". Apparently, a gun before being
deployed must be assured that it is in
the party’s hands.

Then by early April, Nguyen
Thanh Binh, a member of the Party
Politburo and the fourth of the Party
Secretariat, had moved one step up in
the preparation for the use of violence
when urging cadres in the nonmilitary
sectors "to enhance military thinking
in their sectors” through compulsory
mijlitary education. It would be ex-
tremely hard for the free world to gasp
the explanation for such order that "it
is o enhance leadership and manage-
ment efficacy of cadres working under
the state mechanism." Hanoi’s change
of its "openness” from decentralization
of control in economic sectors to
militarized management has a bad
omen, for what could the nced be to
expand an army which is already
ranked third in the world?

A week after Binh’s campaign to
militarize state management, on April
17, both Nguyen Van Linh and Vo Chi
Cong, the number one and two figures
of Hanoi leadership revealed the truth
behind the move: "the spreading wave
of resentment is posing a real threat

to the state security. A possible revolt
is expected and the army must get
ready to qucll it at any cost”

When the Hanoi regime must
resort to its last resource of force in
addition to its nctwork of securitate
agents, which have been fully
militarized and trained to crush or-
ganized opposition and demonstra-
tion, its view of the situation must be
quite desperate. The turn of events
will not take place as heated but short
lived isolated moves of few hundred
people marching in Saigon or Hanoi,
but will be a stream of mass demon-
strations concurrently taking place in
every city, every village of Victnam.
At the same time, the oppressive
ruling apparatus will disintegrate as
the army units will one by one lcave
the communist ranks to join the
people’s side.

For two years, Hanoi has been
carcfully planning for the mass
cclebration of scveral grand events in
1990: the centennial birthday of Ho
Chi Minh on May 19 (according to
Hanoi propaganda to serve a political
mancuver in May 1945), the 60th an-
niversary of the Vietnamese Com-
munist Party (formed on February 3,
1930 in Hong Kong), the 45th anniver-
sary of the creation of the "Republic
Democratic Vietnam" (September 2,
1945), the 15th anniversary of the fall
of South Vietnam (April 30, 1975)...
Butin April, their enormous plan was
scaled back into a tiny fraction of its
intended grandeur: fearing the
popular uprising by April 30, 1990,
Hanoi ordered severe restrictions
placed on foreign journalists, strictly
controlled movements and activitics
of citizens, escalated the state’s armed

control measures. The celebration of
April 30 this year had a gray atmo-
sphere of a funeral to it.

Despite all its efforts, Hanoi can
no longer conceal the uncontrollable
situation in Vietnam: at the end of
March, a television crew from Osaka,
Japan entered Victnam to film a spe-
cial program about the country for the
April 30 occasion. They wanted to visit
Qui Nhon but was ordered not to. The
crew went ahead to the city against the
order and was detained in Kontum
(700 Km North of Saigon) for a full
day. They later lcarncd of the reason
for barring the crew to the region was
that the Vietnamese authoritics did
not want them to meet with a resis-
tance organization actively working in
Kontum-Pleiku, a NUFRONLIV
chapter known to the local residents
as the  Administrative-Resistance
Committee of Kontum led by Mr. Mai
Xuan Canh. The fact that the Viet-
namese Resistance under the leader-
ship of NUFRONLIYV is growing into
a frightening force to the current com-
munist regime is evidently detailed by
the editorial of the Pecople’s Army
Daily of April 27, an official media of
Hanoi, which blasted the resistance,
its leader - Mr. Hoang Co Minh, and
especially the Declaration of Renewal
and Modernization issucd inside Viet-
nam by NUFRONLIV last July.

By ordering the army to turn its
guns on the people, Hanoi has chosen
a fatal approach to preserve its power.
The already resentful soldiers who
came from the people will not tolerate
this last push. As precedent cases in
history, it is the very apparatus
protecting the tyrant that will bring
the tyrant down. ]







