


Acquiring these military bases along with the submission of Hanoi surrogatc-regime the Soviet Union is
on the way to offensive posture on the following fronts:

1. Exerting coercion against Pacific Asian countries by the sheer presence of formidable forces, not
necessarily with military exercises. Adept at exploiting fears of confrontation to expand its cocrcive territory,
Moscow has never hesitate to apply this tactics where it has established military domination.

2. Sowing division among democratic countries in Asia Pacific. Countrics closer to the Soviet coercion
sphere were more ready to compromise. In New Zealand the Soviets succeeded in manipulating the anti-nuclear
sentiments into laws keeping this country a nuclear-free zone. Decision of New Zealand has upset the normal
alliance cooperation of ANZUS, prompting the Unites States to suspend its security obligation to this country.

3. Destabilizing security of Southeast Asia by military and financial supports to surrogate-states or
communist organizations in the region. The Soviet aggression on this front is the most threatening. Unrests
in Philippines, Burma, and to some extends New Calodenia were related to the expanding presence of the
Soviets in Pacific Asia. Communism may well have gnawed beyond Indochina borders had the Soviet Union
not encountered so many domestic criscs.

Countries in the region are not relicved from fears of Soviet intrusive pressures in spite of Soviet campaign
of "glastnos” and several detente suggestions. The Soviet Union however could not proceed freely with their
plans bccause of many domestic crises of gravest magnitude since several decades.

Gobachev had to propose "perestroika” in this circumstance, and similarly reconsidered priority for many
of Moscow strategic goals. Withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan has begun. Military and economic
aids to the Vietcong regime, 1.5 to 2 billion annually, may also be under scrutiny. The cost to sustain the failing
Vietcong regime is expected to increase as the regime itself showed signs of perishing on all area: weary army
and disintegrated administration at all levels, 14 billion- debt economy of no prospect of trade earnings, over
1000% annual inflation in conjunction with lowest productivity of all fields, prevalent resistance movement
participated by all strata of the population, etc..

Coordinated sanctions by the world, and the Victcong’s incompetence in nation-building have led the
Vietcong regime to this collapsing situvation. Contributing substantially to the Victcong downfall however is
the resistance movement that have been ongoing under various forms since 1975 in Vietnam. The resistance
movement went under a strategic change after NUFRONLIV proclaimed the Political Program in 1982, calling
upon every Vietnamese for a total struggle and bringing scattering groups under unified leadership of Chairman
Hoang Co Minh. Without unceasing popular resistance orchestrated in all fields for such long period, the rapid
decline of once-powcrful Vietcong regime may not have been witnessed.

The demise of the Vietcong regime would warrant the dismantling of Soviet bases from Vietnam, and
the termination of Sovict threats to the whole region. The people of Vietnam share the interest with other
concerned nations in removing the Soviets from Vietnam. Given crucial role of the Vietnamese population in
such solution, cooperation with the Victnamese Resistance is the least costly option inview. °
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THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT FOR THE
LIBERATION OF VIETNAM

PO. Box 7826, San Jose, California 95150 USA

PRESS RELEASE
October 07, 1988

Re: The Soviet Bases in Vietnam

1. Since 1979, the Vietcong government has allowed the Sovict Union to use several military bases in
Vietnam, such as the airports of Phu Bai (Hue), Danang, Bicn Hoa, Tan Son Nhat (Saigon), and the Cam Ranh
naval base.

2. While this fact is continuously denied by the Vietcong government, the Soviets have upgraded these
bases and ports for the strategic utilization and havc increased their military activities that destabilized and
causcd security concerns to the Southeast Asian region. Cam Ranh became the largest Soviet military harbor
outside its territory, capable of accommodating nuclear-class vessels, and Danang grew into a permanent air
base with the nuclear-striking capability against capitals of Southeast Asian countries and Northern Australia.

3. In the recent visit to Siberia, Soviet Secretary-General Gorbachev announced a 7-point program
concerning the Pacific Asia, proposing the Sovict withdrawal from Cam Ranh if the United States dismantle
Clark air force and Subic naval base in Phillipines.

4. Despite Gobachev’s acknowledgement of Cam Ranh as the Soviet permanent military bases, Vietcong
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach tried, on September 20, to disclaim its proxy rolc and maintained that the
bay is merely a technical and supply station for the Sovict naval fleet.

5. On the issue of these bases The National United Front For The Liberation Of Vietnam reaffirms the
position of the Victnamese people as following:

First, the Vietnamese people condemn the Sovict use of these bases in violation of Victnam’s territory
rights and threatening peace and stability of the Southcast Asian region.

Sccond, the Vietnamese people reject every agreement between the Vietcong government and the Soviet
Union, and demand that the Sovicts withdraw unconditionally all their forces from Victnam; Their destabilizing
presence in these bases cannot be used for any bargaining or negotiation.

Third, the Victnamese people maintain that peace for Indochina and stability for Southeast Asia are
realized only when the Sovicet Union abolishes its expansionist policy in this region and ceases (o assist the
Vietcong regime mcans to threaten neighboring countries.
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RESISTANCE NEWS IN VIETNAM

times daily on the 30m and 40m wave bands (10.3 MHz and 7.4MHz) to inform and
mobilize the Vietnamese at home on the liberation struggle. Due to limited space,
we can only excerpt part of the VRR daily news programs.

l Vietnamese Resistance Radio established by NUFRONLIV in late 1983 broadcasts 8

Following are selected news bits
of the Vietnamese Resistance Radio
broadcasts of July 29, August 19, and
September 23, 1988.

Resistance group
incorporated in Dong Thap
Province

In April the Dong Thap
Province RAC incorporated a
resistance group called
Organization of Soldiers for
Nation-Restoring  in Eastern
Region into NUFRONLIV. The
group lcad by ARVN ex-officer
Nguyen Van Chien and active for
last 3 years wanted to join as it
recognized the sound strategic plan
and policy of NUFRONLIV for
liberation and nation-building.

Mobilization activities in
Cuu Long and Lam Dong
Provinces

Mobilizational activitics have
been carried out in districts of
Duyen Hai, Vu Licm, Long Ho,
and Tra On in April and May
where pcoples have participated by

dispersing about 900
NUFRONLIV leaflets and
organizing a ceremony on the

NUFRONLIV-promoted National
Day. On this occasion the people
delivered more than 400 kilo of dry

food and medicine to the
NUFRONLIV resistance fighters
(KCQ). In the same month KCQ in
Lam Dong Province have stopped 2

interprovincial  buses on  the
Saigon-Dalat  route to inform
passengers  of  NUFRONLIV

purpose and activities. The people
contributed on scene and took
NUFRONLI1V handbills for
redissemination.

Skirmish in Dong Nai
Province

A unit of the Dong Nai
Province ARF has ambushed a
Victcong unit in Long Dat District
in June, killing 4, wounding 1
Vietcong, and seizing one anti-tank
gun B-40, 3 machine guns AK-47, 1
rifle CKC, and various medicine
and documents after a short 10
minute encounter. The
NUFRONLIV unit lost 1 KCQ.
The wounded Vietcong soldier was
given medical care and released.

Flyers disseminated in Da
Nang

In second quarter of this year
NUFRONLIV members have done
many mobilizational missions in
Districts Hoa Vang, Dien Ban, Yen
Vang, Tuyen Phuoc, Que Son and
Tra Mi, and disseminated handbills
in Cities Hoi An and Da Nang.
Several power posts of the Phu
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Ninh power station supplying to
the Vietcong facilities were
destroyed. The NUFRONLIV local
organization also received rice, dry
food, and medicine supplies from
the province’s population.

Lumber kolkhoz attacked in
Song Be Province

A lumber kolkhoz of Loc
Ninh District was recently attacked
by an ARF unit , the Song Be
Province ARC reported in August.
The NUFRONLIV KCQ took
control within a few minutes,
killing one Vietcong. A youth in
the kolkhoz requesting to join the
unit was allowed to take off with
the KCQ.

Kolkhoz raided in Gia Lai
Province

The Gia Lai Province RAC
reported that in mid-July an unit of
the Province ARF has penetrated
and attacked the Vietcong in their
kolkhoz in Man Giang district. 2
Vietcong cadres were killed when
they fought back. Being informed
of the resistance in other provinces,
members of the kolkhoz pledged to
bolster sabotage activities from
their inside positions. The unit
seized a rifle, ammunition, and
documents and destroyed Vietcong
equipments and machines before
returning to sanctuary.












FOR A FREE VIETNAM:

NUFRONLIV-Proposed Guidlines Of
Labor Policy

l I nder a seemingly progressive cover, the
communist theory is nothing but delusion.

This delusion has however helped the communists
in waging the so-called class strugle and spreading
the totalitarian revolution around the world.

To mobilize the economically underprivileged,
the Marxists call on buillding a classless communist
society. To rally supports from the ruled of
colonies, the banner "liberation struggle” is used.
To satisfy the yearning for justice, communist
leaders talk about "produce according to ability,
consume according to needs". The communist
theory, despite challenging any reasonable logic,
was relatively effective to instigate naive people for
political turmoil which creates favorable conditions
for communist armed takcover. Soon after victory,
the communists always showed their true natures,
more dictatorial, more economical unjust and
backward than the government they overthrew.

The workers, the social stratum deemed as
the leading force of the totalitarian movement and
emancipation target of the communist theory,
ended up being the target of exploitation wherever
they helped put the communists in  power.
Communist treatment  of labor is cvidently
illustrated by the rcfusal of civil rights and labor
unions.

Communist propagandists have a special talent
in  misleading public opinion in democratic
societies. Vocabulary of the democratic world are
used by the communists to indicate completely
different things and many times contrary to the
concepts that they are universally intended to

convey. The communists would interpret
patriotism as one’s obedience to communism and
the willingness to sacrifice for the party, and explain
economic freedom as strict compliance with the
party’s economic directions.

The right to work is interrpreted similarly.
Workers in communist countries find working a
duty rather than a right. And when it is duty, the
work is cut out for them by the party; the workers
have no options. Even basic labor rights are
ignored. Labor unions are meaningless in the
communist socictics for one can only join the
state-controlled unions, and most of the time forced
to be a member of such organizations. Going
against these state-defined concepts would invite
forceful repression.

Admirable efforts by workers in Eastern
Europe, especially in Poland, to fight for their
rights in the last three decades are important
events, politically as  well  as  morally  and
conscientiously. The Polish workers stripped the
deceitful cover of the ruling Communist party by
refusing 1o join statc-controlled unions and instead
demanding to form their own union.

Before and even after the birth of Solidarity,
Polish workers were terrorized, imprisoned, or
quitely eliminated. But determined Polish workers
have shown their unity in the struggle against the
Jaruzelski regime which appeared tired after many
fruitless campaigns to destroy the workers’ fight.
Strikes that took place throughout Poland two
months ago not only disrupted the nation’s
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economy but also underscored Jaruzelski’s inability
and frustration in dealing with labor uprising,

The fate of the labor force in Vietnam did not
differ from the pattern. The Vietnamese peasants,
the majority of the country’s work force, were Ho
Chi Minh’s target of mobilization in the
independence  struggle  against the French
Colonialists. The Viet Cong skillfully exploited the
farmers’s longing for national independence and
justice to establish a stronghold in the country side.
Soon after securing their power, the Communists
started bloody exterminations that lasted for three
years throughout North Victnam. Over a million
peasants were murdered in this campaign. The
party’s hostility toward farmers still exist today
although not as violent yet equally repressive by
policies outlawing land ownership. Similar to other
social strata, the peasants are subjected to continual
oppressed by the state secret police force.

The factory workers fare no better than the
peasants. The workers, 207 of the population,
suffer the same oppression and lowest working and
living standards ever. The right to representation is
abolished.  Workers employed by state-owned
factories are required to join unions organized by
the rcgime more for cosmetic recason than
employecs’ benefits.  As the Party policy justifics,
no independent union is allowed for national
security reason.

The struggle for liberation has been ongoing
by the people of Vietnam in the quest for a free,
democratic, and prosper socicty. Outlines for such
socicty are proposed by NUFRONLIV in its
Political Program, covering all arcas of basic
concerns, onc of which is labor policy.

NUFRONLIV upholds a progressive labor
policy that aims to protect the labor, in specific,
recognizing the right to form labor unions, the right
to labor protest, and ensuring these rights to be
justly implemented by subscquent regulations and
institutions. NUFRONLIV rejects the notion of
class struggle and will abolish all relating vestiges in
labor arca.

On fundamental labor principles the
NUFRONLIV Political Program promulgated on 8
March, 1982, outlines as following:

1. To adopt 8-hour workday; additional work
hours shall be remunerated with overtime pay.

2. To encourage workers and management to
practice co-ownership, and to cooperate in working
and sharing profits in business enterprises.

3. To determine
equal pay for equal work.

minimum wage and give

4. To encourage modern techniques of
production and management to lessen labor cffort
and at the same time to maintain high productivity
and worker’s earnings.

5. to establish policies concerning occupational
orientationand training in order to promote labor
and to provide skilled labor for the demands of the
industrices.

6. 1o promulgate progressive labor laws
regulating workers’ compensation, unemployment
benefits, minimum standard living for working
peoples, trade-union rights, the right to strike, and
freedom of occupational choice.

Basic notion that differs NUFRONLIV’s labor
policy from the Vietcong'’s is the indication of labor
and the people as the protected not a social class
for instigation and exploitation as witnessed under
the Hanoi regime. NUFRONLIV conceives that
the labor shall enjoy all basic rights as any other
citizen in a free enterprise economy based on the
individual ownership and self-determination under
protection of the law of land. Labor policy shall
serve to enhance the people’s life only in a free
political, social and economic context. In
communist socicty, theoretical ojectives and
implemented policies have resulted in popular
persccution, cspecially to the labor stratum;
publicized propositions are merely propagandistic
banners. ®

J
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Ha Van Lau’s retirement:

Career Casualty Of |
A Vietcong
Ambassador

I I he Paris embassy of the Communist Victnam
had a new ambassador after the VC’s Sixth
National Congress held in December 1986.

Ha Van Lau, a wecll-known Victnamese
Communist figure during the Vietnam War and
cven after Ha Noi’s victory in 1975, left his
representative post at the United Nations for the
ambassadorship in France to replace Mai Van Bo
in 1985, This transfer was scen as a promotion for
Lau since the embassy in Paris is considered the
Vietcong  headquarters  oversceing  Ha - Noi’s
overseas activities.

Lau quickly pleased the CPVN by staging
counter-campaigns against refugees’ activities that
supported the resistance movement at home. His
efforts in drawing foreign reporters to Vietnam for
the tenth anniversary of the Communist takcover
gave him another credit. Lau’s works in
disinformation and "active mecasures” deception,
would have made his post more stable had he not
faced so many scrious troubles for last 2 years from
the Victnamese overscas.

Lau’s shortcomings in face of orchestrated
anti-Communist activitics may well have cost him
his lucrative post.

Thousands  Victnamese and  numcrous
associations partaking in festivities of
NUFRONLIV-promoted National Day worldwide
and particularly in France April last year, denoting
the support for the just cause of the resistance
movement, was one of many major embarrassments
to Lau. The VCs embassy asked the French
government to deny visas to refugees outside of
France in an attempt to sabotage the celebration.
The French State Department apparently turned a
deaf car to this request for thousands of people

crowded the ceremony location; many came from
other European countries, some flew in from places
as far as Australia and the United States.

Another embarrassment took place just a
couple wecks before when a NUFRONLIV-led
group of Victnamese refugees took the stage to
denounce the Hanoi regime in presence of VC
representatives at a ccremony organized by late
Emperor Duy Tan’s relatives to return his remains
to the homeland. The refugee delegate condemned
the Vietcong of their propagandistic exploitation in
the occasion.

Troubled by diplomatic failures and public
embarrassments, Ha Noi sent a theatrical troupe to
Paris in June in hope to salvage its tarnished image
abroad, especially in Europe. Again, the refugees
led by NUFRONLIV local chapter staged a mass
protest outside the theater. The theater that could
seat thousands had only a handful of Vietnamese,
most of whom left their homeland in 1940’s and
possessed  little  knowledge of  Victnamese
Communism. The Vietcong embassy later
cancelled shows scheduled at other provinces.

Not long after their cultural propaganda
fiasco, the VC saw a much more severe disaster.
Responding to NUFRONLIV-originated campaign
against Vietcong business oversecas, Victnamese
groups and organizations throughout France waged
a year-long demonstration and protest in front of
Vietcong stores. The campaign began in Paris and
quickly spread to other nations, wherever large
Vietnamese communities exist: United States,
Australia, Canada, European countries. In Paris
alone, after twenty-six wecks of being persistently
ostracized by protests and rallies, Vietcong-owned
businesses lost 10 million dollars in revenue.

Constant troubles have led to infighting and
internal division. Finally, Ha Van Lau was recalled
home for an involuntary rctirement in September.

Pham Binh, the Vietcong new replacement
for Paris headquarters to battle the rising resistance
movement overseas, was perhaps chosen for this
post because of his strong background in
intelligence  career. Worried by anti-regime
activities abroad, Victcong ambassadors are prone
to espionage and disinformation activity than the
diplomatic works. It is not surprising that
sometimes Victcong "diplomats” may forget their
roles to use means and methods of the KGB as the
Vietcong third secretary expelled from Britain
just did. o
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Foreign Investment and Vietcong New Code of Investment:

PROSPECT or

At the height of the campaign for the "openness
policy” the Vietcong regime went at length to

advertise for its new Code of Forcign Investment.
The product came into effect in the early of this year.
Cautious, if not to say detached, responses of foreign
entrepreneurs to this development testified to the
long held view that despite of many mancuvers of
Hanoi to get away from the mortal predicament the
chance for a brighter prospect in Vietnam is very
slim.

Most foreign observers attribute several
political factors to the collapsing economy of the
Vietcong regime: The regime’s fiasco in redressing
the economy is explained as the result of
international economic and diplomatic isolation
after the invasion of Cambodia. Brain drain following
political flight of skilled personnel and professional
is also mentioned as the direct cause. Still often cited
as the leading source of their failure are the Vietcong
leadership’s inexperience and lack of knowledge in
cconomy management. To varied extent, these
explanations are all correct. However, in cxplaining
the Vietcong failures one often neglects the intrinsic
seed of failure within their own correction measures:
the anti-cconomics of all plans and policies based on
communist  principles, and the inevitablc
consequence of the prevailing and  persistent
resistance from the people.

Evidences showed that the resistance of the
people, coming in all the forms and methods, have
clearly crippled the regimes’s consolidating plans and
projects. It is conceivable that this course will
continue in the future. The matter is not whether the
ruling Victcongs want to struggle out of serics of
crises but rather they can do it or not. As long as the
Vietcong regime maintains its absolute power by
force and revises its economic policies for power
consolidation it will certainly encounter fierce
opposition from the population. The popular
resistance is a crucial factor 1o evaluate the regime’s

ILLUSION ?

chance to impiement its plans and policies. The
effects that the Code of Foreign Investment may
bring to the new economic policy need to be
considered in this context.

Official boisterous praises for this new code
have clouded many other aspects that, to foreign
investors, are more important than the Investment
Code itself. To attract foreign investment the
Vietcong government vaunis on advantages of
investment in Vietnam such as cheap labor,
abundant natural resources, and political stability. A
closer scrutiny on these 3 aspects would reveal the
true situation for any business adventure in Vietnam.

Cheap labor as claimed is rather mislcading as
it has not taken into account the red tape costs
involving an array of bribes and various unauthorized
fees to get through an unregulated administrative
and control system. In addition, skyrocketing
inflation and vast discrepancy between official and
market rates of cxchange would upset all calculations
of costs and profit. The controlled exchange rate is
only a minor 1/8 fraction of the market rate. Having
no way (o halt inflation, the Vietcong government is
even more unwilling 10 adjust the exchange rate for
fear it would drive up the inflation, and consequently
would aggravate the rate difference. With an annual
inflation rate of one thousand five hundred (1500%)
percent the ominous spiral is unlikely reversible.
Real cost of material and labor therefore is a matter
of risky guess.

Second, despite of plenty of natural resources
Victnam is not superiorly endowed than many other
nations which arc in a better technological position
to exploit them. More important is the question of
available and suitable infrastructure for the
implementation of any investment project in
Victnam.  After 13 years of economic
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mismanagement and the outlaw of commercial
institutions, the basic infrastructure, such as banking,
transportation, distribution, communication, etcis in
total disarray, inadequate for even small-scale
projects.

Third, the alleged political stability actually
conveys the Vietcong concept of power monopoly by
the single communist party, a political situation not
necessarily uncontested and unopposed by the
Vietramese people. Popular resistance in all forms
have been manifested everywhere, and more notably,
within the middle and low levels of the Vietcong
government machinery itself. The rule of force has
its own backlash. In a system devoid of rule of law,
alienated cadres and officials would not hesitate to
improvise exorbitant fees or various hindrances to
government’s projects as a means of self-reward and
revenge against the betraying Party. What worth to
be mentioned here is that the phenomenon is so
prevalent in Vietnam today that this situation alone
would severely obstruct any plan to "restructure” the
economy. That is not yet counting passive and active
sabotages of common peoples employed in these
projects. As political instability - is calculated in

terms of unpredictable loss due to political situation -

from obstruction, sabotages of scale to change of
government, regardless what form it may take-the
prevalence of guided resistance movement in all the
fields and activities is a factor of considerable
concern. Since early 1987 the Vietcong regime has
secretively put a lot of efforts to conceal than later
discredit the existence of the NUFRONLIV-guided
resistance movement in Victnam.

For the same reasons mentioned above the
Sweden-sponsored Paper Mill Project in Bai bang,
starting several years ago but never finished.
Stealing, open and clandestine sabotages,
outright obstructions have turned a goodwill gesture
into a futile dream. The Tri An hydroelectric plant,
enginecred and funded by the Soviet Union, had to
close just days after its inauguration in May because

of construction defects suspected of being sabotaged.

Given this  politico-cconomic  situation,
privileges offered to foreign businessmen by the
Forcign Investment Code would hardly offset the
adverse reality now in Vietnam. The Code itself has
several hazy areas. For example, any foreign

investment in Vietnam, even joint ventures with
local agencics, has to defray payroll in foreign
currency at the government-imposed rate of
exchange. There is no stated protection or alleviation
against excessive change between the controlled and
the market exchange rates. On another hand,
fraction of profit allowed to bring out of Vietnam is
subject to additional tax, of which the rate, the limits,
the classification, the imposing authorities are all
undetermined. On the limited right to use and
exploit land and sea, the Vietcong government sets
out no guaranty of duration; neither criteria nor
circumstances are indicated for the execution or
continuation of this privilege. Similarly, no court nor
defined jurisdiction are indicated to solve business
disputes with involvement of foreign entities.
Without official acceptance of international judiciary
these open-ended omissions can be unilaterally
interpreted later to the benefit of the Vietcong
government. Abundant loopholes in the Investment
Code make these obscurities something other than
just technical flaws or neglects.

Foreign businessmen to date still kept a
skeptical eyes on the investment in Vietnam because
of profit-making consideration rather than of
political concerns. On record to the mid-1988 there
are only 12 outside companies responding to the new
policy on foreign investment, among which a large
number are Vietcong government-front companies
located overseas. A travel agency called Hochimex
(presumably named after Ho Chi Minh Import
Export Agency) joining business with the Vung Tau
Con Dao Travel Company is publicly exalted as a
foreign company from Hongkong. The cunning
maneuver, however, has not yet squelched skeptics
of foreign companies. The Code of Investment has
yet so far achieved the intended goal that its authors
wish to have.

For many rcasons peculiar to the
politico-economic situation and the Vietcong
leadership in Vietnam, it is likely that any decision
of investment would be reckoned especially carefully
than normal, in which questions of profitability, risks,
and feasibility are still mind-boggling, to say the least.
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j POLICY SWITCHES IN VIETNAM :

SHIEH I EIETTEEEIL

In late 1986 the Communist Party of Vietnam convened a National Congress
and its new Secretary-General Nguyen Van Linh laid out some policies termed
"openness policies". Since then, some foreign commentators have stated that the
Hanoi regime wanted to change but the pragmatic and modecrate faction’s efforts
were hampered because of opposition from the dogmatists and hard-liners. Based
on this assessment some observers have advocated a policy of cooperation with
the former to prevent the rising influence of the extremists. Is it really what happens
in Vietham? This matter is untangled via an interview with a Vietnamese of

authority on the subject.

Following is the text of the interview with NUFRONLIV Commissioner of
Foreign Affairs Nguyen Trong An. Before 1975 Mr. Nguven Trong An taught
electronics at college in Saigon and worked as a researcher on strategic security

and Vietnamese communism.

He frequently contributes to Khang Chien, a

NUFRONLIV Vietnamese-languaged monthly publication.

Vietnamese Resistance: Could
you please give a broad picture of
the situation of the Vietcong rulers
and their implementation of
communism over the whole country
13 years after the takeover of the
South.

Mr. Nguyen Trong An: Since
the application of communism in
1917 regimes cmbarking on this
ideology continuously encountered
constant problems of varying
graveness depending on
geopolitical, historical, etc..
circumstances of each country.
Before 1975 the Vietcong also met
different kinds of problems which
were not correctly assessed and
exploited by the world.  After more
than 10 yecars imposing the
communist rule over the whole
country the Vietcong couldn’t
mobilize the people nor disguise
their failures under the worn-out
banner "liberation struggle". They
faced not by problems but rather by
crises which manifested themselves
in many areas, the most visible are
in economic, social, and political.

On cconomic arca, the
Vietcong were hit hard on practice
and couldn’t rebuild the nation. In
fact they brought the country down
to the fourth poorest in the world,

|
|
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and on the verge to bankrupt
National products lagged far behind
the increasing population, and on
domains controlled by the state,
productivity spiralled downward to
minimum. Their balance of trade
suffers a deficit of 1 billion dollars
annually, national reserve remains
10 million, barely enough for 3 days
of imported supplies. Foreign debts
amount to unmanageable 14 billion
dollars.

On social domain, the
Vietcong regime is impotent in
mustering resources and will of the
people. It is a society void of
edification momentum and full of
distrust to the ruling. The discontent
spread across all social strata, even
among the Vietcong cadres and
Party members. Economic policies
of the Vietcong regime rely on
forced labor and state-monopolized
distribution; as production plunged
duc to popular resistance the
expropriation and  distribution
network of the state crippled along.
Privileges once enjoyed by the
sccurity forces protecting the rulers’
power were consequentially cut
down;  and people were more
ageressive  on  their  opposition
thanks to impassiveness of the
dissatisficd security forces. The
social unrest is prevalent and the

young population is the most

prepared to revolt.

On politics, the Vietcong
regime is objectionable than ever,
communist idcology revealed itself
of impracticality and illusion.
Leaders of the Communist Party
cannot unify on a sct of consistent
policies. Switching policies were
frequently made to achieve 2
conflicting goals: one of
communizing Vietnamese socicty
intolerant of idcological deviants
and the other of consolidating the
ruling power requiring concessive
laxation. The plunging economy
impelled the desistance of economic
centralization and flexibilitas on
individual petty business. The
situation opened opportunities for
party members to corrupt and
deviate from official lines, which in
turn invited centralized control and
dogmatic measures. The vicious
cycle continued and ten years after
the takeover of the South the
Vietcong rulers fell into a dilemma
without a consensus for solutions at
the highest echelon.

In short the Vietcong rulers are
beset in a most fatal crisis, and
Nguyen Van Linh was put on power
by the Soviet for a switch of policies,
but not necessarily without rivalry
from other powerful contenders, and
definitely still facing resistance from
the people.

Q: Let’s talk about the rescuing
measures proposed by Nguyen Van
Linh. What does Linh want for
change and what he may get?

Mr. Nguyen Trong An: Linh
wants to save the Vietcong regime,
and so he had to propose some
reforming switches. The motive is to
rescue a bankrupt regime, not to
better the life of the population.
Linh advocated economic
decentralization restoring
motivations for production, to
overcome the collapse of the
economy. Discussion and opinions
are allowed to give an impression of
changes, recstablishing trust to the
Party among its members and
inteiligentsia population. Utmost
goal of these measures remain to get
over the imminent crisis threatening
the regime existence. On politics,
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