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executed by Photographer Nguyen Cao Dam to
depict the secret of the strategic hamlet’s success. FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
o NEW YORK (VP) Oct. 12 —

Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu recei-
ved an enthusiastic welcome
at the Catholic Fordham Uni-
versity (New York) where she
- e -oe delivered a speech yesterday.
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she said, adding that before
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they must be proven mad.
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ked so ? Why should you dis-

ccntents: . like us so? she asked in
. moving tones.

It was before the students,
{ teachers, nuns and priests
crowded in the gymnasium,
the university’s largest hall,
: : that Madame Nhu spoke. She
. ARTICLES : . drew enthusiastic = cheers
{ ’ throughout the time she spent
at the university. Her speech
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Honourable Dean of the Assembly,
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Nationaj
Assembly, ’
On the occasion of the solemn inaugurd-
lion of this first session of the Third Le-
gislature, I wish to greet in you those whom
Lhe Vietnamese people, inspite of all obstacles,
have, by free choice elected as their repre-
sentalives to our National Parliament.

All of you undoubtedly know that in the
past six months, all the enemies of our
people, at home and abroad, have left no
stone unturned to prevent this election from
taking place. They have resorted to every
possible means to carry out their black
scheme namely to destroy the conslitutiona]
‘character and the just cause of the present
Government. They have been defeated. But
you well know that they have not laid down
their arms.

Therefore your role, as well as your res-
ponsibilities are immeasurable at this stage
of our history. The country and myself
count on your patriotism, your wisdom and
your vigilance to accomplish them fully.
You will have to keep in touch with the
people, and trust and collaborate with the
Government, to defend, consolidate and de-
velop the gains made by our Nalional Revo-
lution in all fields, especially in the demo
cratic and popular movement of the Strate.
gic Hamlels, which is rising from the
counlryside towards the cities and will
aeeply modify the entire superstructure of
the State.
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Message Of The President Of The
| Republic To ihe National Assembly

(October 7, 1963) :

Following is the translation of President

Ngo Dinh Diem’s message to

the National

Assembly on Qctober 7, 1963:

FIRST PART

Principal Elemeénts Of
The Present Domestic
Situation

1.— The Sirategic Hamlets

A year ago, I had the honour to explain
to your predecessors how this political,
social and military revolution ushered in
one of the decisive phases of Viet Nam’s
history. I then expressed not merely a
hope, but a certainty soon confirmed by
reality.

In fact, the dominant feature of last
year was the undeniable reinforcement,
both quantitative and qualitative, of the
system and national policy of the Strategic
Hamlets.

To this date more than 8,600 strategic
hamlets (out of a projected total of 11,864)
have been built, in which more than 10.5
million inhabitants are united in their
struggle for a life more just, more free,
more prosperous and more brotherly. In
the construction of the strategic hamlets,
we have held firm to the criterion of speed
rather than of solidity : in building, rapidly
and simultaneously, a wide network of
hamlets, we count on anticipating the
predictable reactions of the enemy—
notably to counter his «sword and shieldy
tactic, by which he pushes befoere him

women, children and the aged to over-
whelm the defences of the hamlets.

No perfect solution was open to us. The
solution we have adopted has proven to
be the most effeclive, even though it may
seem less rational. At the end of <1963,
almost all the hamlets planned will have
been built, thus bringing to an end the
fist phase in which our effort will have
primarily been directed at achieving po-
litical and military objectives. In the second
phase—that of consolidation, finishing and
development—the emphasis will be on
economic, social and cultural develop¥
ment—the emphasis will be on economic,
social and cultural development. It also
will coincide with the advance of the
revolution towards urban centres.

: In any case, the results so far obtained
in the different aspects of strategic hamlet
life confirm our forecasts :

A.— In The Political Field :

The establishment of a democratic and
community oriented regime has been con-
cretized by the elections (with universal
suffrage and secret ballot) of hamlet exe-
cutive committees and councils, and the
granting of communal charters. g

As of October 1, 1963, 0,679 hamlets (73
per cent of the total of 11,864) had elected
their executive committees; 8,400 hamlets
(70 per cent) had elected their councils;
8,200 hamlets (69 per cent) have been
granted charters. In addition, 8,371 popu-
lar groups (70 per cent) have been formed,
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This grand enterprise is essentially revo-
utionary in its whole nature. The strategic
hamlet policy has in effect already set in
motion a vast movement of study and full
revision of the institutions of the present
government to adapt them to the impera-
tives of underdevelopment of the 20th
centu‘ry. Starting from the hamlets, the
movement must necessarily reshape the
entire superstructure.

B) — In The Economic, Social And
Cultural Fields :

The basic principle of the economy of
the strategic hamlets is to achieve a general
economic revolution, which aims at re-
shaping the whole rural izfrastructure be-
fore it progressively reaches the urban
centres. :

Such a revolution cannot be made over-
night; the problem was raised only a few
months ago and plans are now under
study. Our overall aim is deproletarianisa-
tion and self-sufficiency. Our plan will
provide for a division of the country into
flexible and viable economic units destined
to become the driving centres of an acce-
lerated industrial development, and at the
same time, the cradles of a new, more hu-
man civilization.

Meantime, the ensuing prosperity of the
rural economy will bring the residents of
the hamlets the social and cultural pro-
gress which they have been promised.

Within the context of the national stra-
tegic hamlet policy, we must also note
the historical exodus of our Montagnard
compatriots fleeing Communist exactions
and joining the national cause. This mo-
vement has continued in the course of this
year despite the obstructions of the des-

- pairing Viet Cong.

At this hour more than 217,000 Montag-
nard refugees are resettled in 211 strategic
«buon» and 436 resettlement centres, of
which a. large number have been trans-
formed into strategic «buony. .

With the aid of the Government, all
those refugees participate in the move-
ment of overall modernization and, like-
wise, in the national struggle against Com-
munism, — notably by forming «Montag-
nard Detached Unitsy which, by their
courage, resistance and knowledge of the

, terrain, are making life in the Highlands

difficult for the enemy.

Equally within the framework of the
Strategic Hamlet Policy is the « Chieu Hoi »
(Open Arms) national campaign, which in-
vites all our fellow-countrymen who have
been deceived and exploited by Commu-
nism to return to the national community.
Essentially based on brotherliness and jus-
tice, this policy helps the returnees to de-
velop their personality freely, and at the
same time offers them a chance to atone
for their past errors by taking part in the
fight for the national cause ; in this way,
it contributes to reduce the potential of
subversion.

Escorted by the Dean of the

By September 17, 10,571 returnees had
been recorded, among them many Viet
Cong military and political cadres.

The rallying of these returnees, at a
constant monthly average of 1,500 since
the beginning of the campaign seven
months ago, constitutes one of the most
significant elements of the overall success
of the Strategic Hamlet Policy.
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2.— The Anti-Communist Struggle

Our new military strategy is articulated
on the combination of the strategic hamlet
system with a great operational mobilily
of our Armed Forces : the hamlets serve
ast the basic anti-guerrilla force, and the
Army as the strike force.

The hamlet system, which already pro-
vides a reasonable degree of security to
74 per cent of our population, constitutes
a network of defence in width at the same
time as it encircles and isolates enemy
zones by cutting off their ordinary sources
of supply.

To obtain food and medicines, he must
carry out frontal attacks against our posi-
tions which are defended courageously
and victoriously by our popular forces and
our Combatant Youths: from January
1962 to July 1963 their total casualties
reached 4,124 compared to 6,362 on the
enemy side.

Moreover, having thus imposed on the
enemy a front (at hamlet level) in a war
which had previously been frontless, and
using our Special Forces to create inse~
curity in his rear, we force him to fight,

Assembly "h'guyen Xuan 7 hai.

a conventional war in a hostile environ-
ment.

Progressively freed from static defence
tasks, our Armed Forces, acting as a « stri-
ke force», relentlessly harry an enemy
transformed into roving bands operating
without a ‘base. In the Highlands, the
mountainous coastal area of Central Viet
Nam, in the swamps of the Plain of Reeds
iu the immense ricefields“of the Delta,
everywhere our Armed Forces have inflict=
ed heavy losses on the enemy.

To mention only the most important a-
mong our victories in recent months : the
Lam Son, Dan Tien, Binh Tay and Me Lang
operations — and more recently the Phi
Hoa, Dai Phong, An Lac and Dan Thang
operations. In the past month alone, the
enemy suffered three bloody defeats in Go
Cong, Ca Mau and Go Den. :

Other large-scale and long-term opera-
tions were particularly designed to support
the building of strategic hamlets. They also
were crowned with success, such as the
Binh Minh (Binh Duong), Hai Yen (Phu Yen),
Dong Tien (Qui Nhon), Trung Nghia (Quang-
Ngai) and Phung Hoang (Quang Tri) ope-
rations.

Furthermore, our operational forces, ani-
mated by an offensive spirit thriving on
success, attack logistic centres deep in the
jungles and forests which the enemy belie-
ved to be inviolable—such as the Do Xa
base, the Interzone 5 command post, the
famous « Zone D » or the « Duong Minh
Chau » stronghold. The multiple raids con-
ducted there in the course of recent months
have inflicted the severest blows against
the enemy’s supply and war potential.
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President Ngo Dinh Diem arrives to address Third National Assembly.

Tactically, all those results were made
possible essentially by the lightning mobi-
lity which, together with courage and ag-
gressiveness, characterizes the action of the
whole of our Armed Forces, which are now
capable of exploiting the intelligence ob-
tained immediately. This mobility is partly
accounted by speedy .communications,
thanks to the other hand, especially to he-
liborne operations, whose number has mar-
kedly increased as result of an adequate
pi'ovisior_l of fast, well-armed helicopters.

Another determining factor in our military
success is the rapid progress achieved in
the training of the cadres of our Regular
Army and the Civil Guard. Lo

The Dalat Military Academy has reduced
the duration of its course from  four to
two years to cope with the growing needs
of cadres of the three armed services. - The

_number of cadets in each class hasthus

been increased from 400 to 800.

The training of reserve officers atthe
Thu Duc Interarms School achieved the
most striking results last year. The percen-
tage of qualified volunteers has greatly ex-
ceeded the forecasts, and allowed us not
only to eliminate the shortage of cadres in
the Regular Army, but also to have a re-
serve of more than 600 officers ready to
relieve their comrades in the fighting units.

The Nha Trang non-commissioned offi-
cers school is pursuing the accelerated
training of personnel so actively that we
shall be able to reach 100 per cent of

%

our authorized strength in the course of
the coming year. :

This day, last year, we could say we had
raversed the situation: from the defensive
we had gone to the offensive awd snatched
the initiative from the enemy. Today we
have moved one step further ; we are now
in a position to go over to the offensive
on all fronts, it has become obvious —
all observers admit — that the war has
taken a major turning towards an undoub-
ted and significant victory.

This victory, which will liberate our

: territory, will have another uncalculable

impact : it will make real peace in the
world possible since a concrete proof will
have been established that the Communists
are not- invincible, even in the field of

_guerrilla warfare in which they are repu-
- ted to be the masters. It will also show

the small countries of the Third World
(underdeveloped world) that they too can
defeat the Communists in a subversive war,

It is worth stressing that — more than
ever — the whole population is engaged
in the battle, from the regular troops of the
Vietnamese Armed Forces, the Civyil Guard
and the village self-defence units, to the po-
pular combatants, Combatant Youth of the
Delta and the Highlands, through the mass
of village notables, minor civil servants
and health or agricultural workers. At the
risk of their lives, they all carry out their
daily tasks in anonymity and with cons-
tant courage and devotion.

It is sheer justice that, in recognition of
their sacrifices, without delay the Nation
should extend to them and to their fami-
lies the means to better their lot constan-
tly, and, for those who have fallen on °
the field of honour, to ensure a secure

future to their widows and children.

In the course of the last 12 months,
7,000 prefabricated houses were sent to
various units to improve the housing con-
ditions of soldiers, families. A larger
programme has been worked out for 1964.
This is a proof of the Government's con-
cern to improve the living standard of
the combatants’ families.

In the same vein, the system of military
cooperatives, selling the most-needed goods
at low cost, made important progress lasé
year.

Moreover, special mention should be
made of the work to help the Wards of
the Nation; the fir:t part of a Centre
built for their benefit was inaugurated
recently and very soon it will welcome
more ' than 1,000 war orphans.

3.— The Buddhist Affair

As I have already said in the past, the
enemy, having lost the logistic and strate-
gic support of the people in the country-:
side, is seeking an.alternate strategic way’
but by fomenting, with the complicity of’
foreign elements, troubles in certain cir-
cles who live far from the front and thus:




are insufficient]y aware of the people’s
heroic struggle.

Under the cover of the struggle for’

religious or political freedom, the godless,
enslaving Communists have been success-
ful to some extent, owing to the demago-
gic and criminal complicity of a certain
number of traitors and foreign adventu-
rers, and also thanks to certain segments
of the Western big press which gratuito-
usly gave them a sounding board to poison
no small part of the national and interna-
tional opinion with the help of the
so-called Buddhist affair.

The appropriate measures taken by us
to resolve this affair, and the truth about
its political and reactionary content have
begun to enlighten the world. Yet, we
must continue our campaign at home and
abroad alike to clear up the prevailing
confusion, because all the enemies of the
Vietnamese people’s independence and
liberty will ride this so-called Buddhist
affair -to death, and as I stated at the
beginning of this message, they will hang
on to it until the end. They will ceaselessly
try to exploit the least incident, They will
seek to instill fanaticism even into our chil-
dren, taking advantage of our smallest dif-
ferences to attemrpt to destroy our indepen-
dence and our sovereignty, and wreck our

- efforts to emerge from the politico-reli- ,

gious confusion to become a modern Stafe.

T his affair therefore is. a gaod lesson to
us. It reminds us how underdeveloped
“we still are, not excluding those who have
been considered intellectual and enligh-
iened. It made us feel that in the face of
an implacable enemy, any factional solida-
rity which harms the national solidarity
is an act of treason. It also opens our eyes
to the urgent need to be self-sufficient—
-if we want to be Vietnamese and not a race
of weaklings and outcasls. It also helps us
to improve our understanding of the im-
- portance and the scope of the Strategic
Hamlet Revolution, a genuine solution to
all the problems of underdevelopment—
no single hamlet has been affected by the
liberal-Communist international conspiracy
based on the artificial exploitation of the
so-called Buddhist affair.

From this difficult and new trial. Free
Viet Nam has emerged better steeled, May
we hope that her solidarity with her
allies—also put to the test of slander and
intrigue — will emerge strengthened also
for the greatest good of the common fight

. against Communism; and not against friends.’
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SECOND PART
National
Reconstruection

No more than in previous years has the
intensification of the Viet Cong subversion
stopped our- people from pursuing their

- substantial

mission of national reconstruction, over-
coming acts of sabotage and depredations
by harder work-and greater tenacity.

The year just gone by was the first of
the second Five Year Plan 1962-66, whose
objectives hae been mentioned in my
message last year, that is — on the basis
of the First Plan’s results — the eceno-
mic ‘independence of the country and the
improvement of the living standard of
the population.

A.— Economic Developmert -
1.— Agriculture

As you know, this means that we must
above all give priority to the intensive
development of the rural economy,
which offers boundless scope for rapid
development. Furthermore, the rural sector
is not only the very framework (by de-
finition) of the Strategic Hamlet Policy,
but also the starting point of this revo-
lation which, from the base, will reach
the cities and their inhabitants.

In that first year of the Second Plan,
the forecast targets have been fulfilled and
in some sectors, sometimes even exceeded,

Thus, concerning agricultural produc-
tion, the cultivated area in 1962 reached
three million hectares, sn increase of
205,000 hectares over 1959, and 175,000
hectares over 1961. In the Western Pro-
vinces of the Southern Area, especially,
the increase in cultivated area amounted
to 109,000 hectares over 1959, and 103,000
hectares over 1961.

Crop protection also has been the ob-
ject of great attention: besides the exist-
ing cenire in Saigon, three new regional
ones were recently. set up in Hue, Can
Tho and Banmethuot.

In the coming year we shall witness
the following results with regard to rice :
introduction of the first phase of seed se-
lection, the creation of three test centres
growing two crops a year, and beginning
of the second phase of the distribution
of fertilizer to strategic hamlets in the

- Central Area provinces.

Thanks to the extension of the sown area,
thanks also to the use of fertilizers, insec-
ticdie, and selected seeds, to the progress
of the hydraulic projects, and to improved
farming methods resulting from an inten-
sified campaign to encourage agricultural
expansion, the output has also increased.
In 1962, the rice harvest amounted to
5.205,000 tons, a figure not reached for
many years and an increase of nearly
597,000 tons over 1961.

Concerning hog breeding, there was a
drop in 1962 due to the bad
1961-1962 rice crop caused by the disas-
trous overflow of the Mekong River in
1961, but recent figures show that the hogs
population has regained its normal upward
trend in 1963, and for the first nine months
of the year alone, it reached a level com-
parable to that of the whole 1961, or 3.7
million hogs, thanks especially to the suc-
cess of the campaign against hog plague

The realization of the land developmen-
programme has had satisfactory results
the cultivated area in different land deve-
lopment centres set up from 1957 to 1963
reached 122,000 hectares for a resettled
population of 253,556.

For rubber, the cultivated area this year
has increased by 8,000 hectares, and the
making over of old plantations is being
pursued. Other crops, notably fruit trees-
have equally shown increases in both cul-
tivated area and yield. With regard to kee-
naf, 3,000 hectares had been cultivated.

In the field of forestry, a particular im-
portance has been given to the reforesta-
tion programme with a view to compen-
sating the unavoidable and repeated devas» ’
tations caused by the war. Since 1962 more
than five million seedlings of 2ll species
had been planted, notably on the defores-
ted areas of Central Viet Nam and the Hight
lands. Within the framework of the large
scale reforestation programme, the Strate-
gic Hamlets will receive 10 million seed-
lings.

This agricultural development effort has
always been effectively supported by the
Agricultural Credit, which 1o date has
granted loans lotelling VN§4.5 billion. So
far 1.3 million farmers’ families have bene-
fited from these loans either individually
or through the cooperatives and farmers
association.

The synchronization of aclivities of the
farmers’ associalions with those of the
Strategic Hamlets, as well as the establish-
ment of cooperatives in Strategic ITamletss
will greatly contribute to the development
of the democratic economy of the rural
infrastructure.

To sum up, our rural expansion atthe
annual rate of six to seven per cent in re-
cent years, allows the most legitimate hopes
all the more so as it will progressively be-
come an integral part of the Strategic
Hamlets system. Despite subversion, the
priority agricultural sector of the Second
Five Year Plan has yielded the expected
results.

2.— Industry, Handicraft, ELnerqy

Although our Second Five-Year Plan has
placed emphasis on the development of
agricultural production and increase ol the
peasants’ income, the sector of industrial
production has been given great encou.

ragement also. o
Indeed, because we wanted to facilitate

our country’s industrialization, we have
endeavoured to limit its internal contra~
dictions and even reduce the factors hin-
dering development through the creation
of an industrial development area and the
promulgation of a law on investments.

In the course of that second year of the
Second Five-Year DPlan, local industries
have gone through a remarkable deve-
lopment : the total of investments since
January 1962 has reached over VN§2.5
billion.

The State continues to encourage this
development actively through the Indusria)
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Deputies to the new Assembly hear the Presidenlial address.

Development Centre, which makes regular
loans to industrialists, but also helps
those who must pay the 5/7th tax by
granting them a special loan at the special
rate -of interest of 2 per cent, repayable
in installments over many years.

The encouragement of new investments
has had happy effects :

The textile industry, principally, is ma-
king constant progress: the new SICOVINA
plantin Da Nang. with 400 automatic looms
and 20,000 spindies, supplies cotton thread
to hand weavers in Central Viet Nam,
the two new VISYFASA and INTERTEX-
CO textile mills are producing synthetic
rayon and poplin fabrics; the two large
enterprises, VINATEXCO and VIMYTEX,
continue their expansion programmes to
attain, at the end of this year, 800 auto-
matic looms and 40,000 spindles each.
Thus, with 110,000 spindles, almost of
the country’s needs of cotton thread will
be satisfied.

With regard to rubber, the setting up
of the DAINAMCO and MICHELIN, fac-
tories for the manufacture of bicycle and

motorbike tires and inner tubes have been
completed.

A new paper mill to supplement the
COGIDO has completed the installation of
its machinery.

In the food industry, the Hiep Hoa sugar
refinery is expanding to reach an annual
output of 20,000 tons, including 10,000 tons
of refined sugar, and 10,000 tons of raw
sugar imported and refined locally, while
the Quang Ngai sugar mill project is being
completed. Two new factories for the
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extraction of rice bran oil and for the
production of glucose and starch are under
construction ; three new projects to
produce condensed milk are being mate-
rialized.

Lastly, Shell and Esso are preparing the
installation of their joint oil refinery at
Nha Trang, while the various manufac-
turers of current consumer goods (pharma-
ceuticals, metal ware. bicycle accessoriest
electric funs, etc.) continue to progress
rapidly. Last menth on auto battery plan,
was started which is expected to meet

the entire local needs, and allow an
exportable surplus. :
Comp]ementi'ng industry, handicrafts

are unceasingly developing their activities
and production with constant aid from the
Government, especially in the fields of
ceramics, lacquer, tortoise shell, pottery,
bamboo and rattan work, etc, A pilot
handicraft workshop in Hue, two ceramic
workshops in Phu My and Hue help handi-
craftsmen improve their techniques and
to utilize local raw materials, while qua-
lified agencies search new outlets for their
products.

The industrial effort continues to be
favoured by a sharp increase of basic
power.

The Nong Son coal mines have raised
their monthly output to 10,000 tons, Part
of this is sold to the Water and Electrici-
ty Company, and the rest consumed in
homes and by the brick, tile and glass
factories, etc. The An Hoa industrial
complex continues its installation to allow
it to use all the anthracite produced by

Nong Son, and to produce fertilizer in
1966.

With regard to mining, we should men-
tion the production of fine siliceous sand
and marine salt, and the continued pro-
spection for graphite and lateritic iron

deposits in Quang Ngai, in order to assess

their possible use as iron ore.

This year the construction of the dam
the tunnel, the. Kong Pha power house and
the transmission line of the Danhim hyd-
roelectric complex will he completed.
The first power produced there will be re-
ceived in Saigon about the end of this year.

Finally, the Ha Tien Cement Works will
start production in November this year,
while its finishing plant in Thu Duc may
start operation at the end of the year.

3.— Public Facilities

In the field of public facilities, basic
works have been carried out for constant
modernization and development of the
transportation and communication systems;
moreover, emphasis was placed on works
to benefit the strategic hamlets.

Road transportation is being continuous-
ly improved : National Roads 1,13 and 14
have been modernized, sabotaged bridges
and roads repaired ; 680 kms of road of the
in frastructure programme of prime urgen-
cy have been built, of which 520 kms are
macadamized ; besides, the Army Engineers
have reconditioned 250kms of existing roads
and realized 380 kms of roads suitable for
vehicles for the operational and logistic
support of the strategic hamlets,



Thirteen new class G and 18 class H air-
fields have been built or modernized ; out
of these, six class G and 17 class H have
been built by the Army Engineers. In
addition, equipment of the seven main
airports- in the country was increased and
modernized.

Rail traffic continues despite sabotage.
In Saigon, the public transportation system
has been extended to cover the suburbs,

The population’s fresh water supply has
been the object of a great effort this
year : water supply systems in the pro-
vinces were greatly extended ; in the ca-
pital, five kilometres of new mains have
-been laid, pending the completion of the
pipeline to bring water from the Dong Nai
River in the near future. '

Beside the Danhim system, whose effec-
tive exploitation will start next year, power
network werea built or extended in mémy
provincial Jocalities. ;

To help the straiegic hamlet programme,
‘many roads bave been built or repaired,
deep wells dug and canals cut — such as
those which permitted the creation of
Strategic Hamlets in the Plan of Reeds and
the Inter-Waico area. Moreover, 230 new
post offices opened in the villages.Next year
each strategic hamlet will have a pastofTice.

We should also mention the important
works realized in reshaping the land, recon-
struction and town planning : setting up of
capitals in newly created provinces, con-
- struction of district administrative offices,
building of populous provincial urban cen-
tres and areas devaslated by fire, widening
of streets in the capital, etc. A particalar
effort was made to improve mass housing :
slums and over crowded quarters were
decongested, housing developments have
been created for workers and minor civil
servants, thousands of fire victims have
been provided with new homes in new
quarters, technical processes: for manufac-
turing new materials for prefabricated
houses have been developed...

In the field of Public Works, the coming
year will see important new realisations,
notably : the building of seven large brid-
ges totalling 1,400 metres in length on Na-
tional Road I, construction and equipping
of the new Cholon river port serving inte-
rior waterways.
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8.~ Nationial Development
The many tasks required by the anti-

Communist struggle and economic expan-.

sion have ‘'not affected the Government’s
constant determination to work actively to
improve social welfare for all sectors of
the population.

1.— National Education

The size of the budget earmarked for
National Education, VN31,342,392,000 in
amount (an increase of 15.59 per cent com-
pared to 1962), has allowed the rate of in-
crease to remain constant in all branches
and various levels of education.

A total of 17,345 students are receiving
advanced education, an increase of 17 per
cent over last year. The building program-
me has been carried out within the set
deadlines : second phase of the Hue Fa-
culty of Medicine, first phase of the Saigon
Medical Centre, and the Saigon and Hue
Faculties of Pedagogy. Saigon University’s
removal to Thu Duc has effectively star-
ted. Next yerar will see the opening of
new courses, especially at Hue University.

Public secondary education is being given
to atotal of 98,749 students (an increase
of 15 per cent over 1962). Twenty new
high schools or post-graduation courses
were created, making a total of 121 such
public institutions with 1,828 classrooms.

The number of children receiving public
primary education has increased by 7 per
cent over 1962 to a total of 1,174,020. Class-
rooms total 21,998 (of which 1,181 were
built this year) ; there are 20,679 teachers,
This year a special large-scale, programme

" for the Strategic Hamlets to train 880 new

teachers and to build 1,320 class-rooms has
been carried out. Comprising two phases
and necessitating a budget of VN§ 87,360,-
0060, the implementation of the programme
is being completed..

Technical education also is progressing
sleadily with 6,305 students (27.90 per cent
more than 1962) who, in a large number of
technical and vocational high schools, are
being provided with constantly improved
facilities. Two new technical high schools
are to be huilt thisyear in Quang Tri An
Giang, whereas the Phu Tho polytechnic
senior high school will be enlarged. We
should also mention the expansion of
agronomic, forestry and veterinary educa-
tion by the transformation of existing ins-
titutions at Can Tho, Hue and Bao Loc
into an «Agricultural Junior High», «Agri-
cultural Senior High», and «Advanced
School of Agronony», the latter granting a
degree in agricultural engineering.

Community education has made a spec-
tacular new leap ; its school population has

- reached 42,577, an increase of 128 per cent

over last year. The 75 existing schools will
soon be increased by 22 others converted
from primary schools.

Lastly, complementing public efforts,
private education with 416,809 students
(compared to 411,873 in 1962), has slacke-
ned its expansion somewhat, due to a cer-
tain saturation and stricter regulation of
the schools.

It is worth stressing that qaantitative
progressin the field of education has been
qualitatively accompanied by efficient
measures to raise the level of studies and
improve teacher training: reform of medi-
cal education, normal schools and the
Bacealaureat; renovation of foreign lan-
guage teaching methods ; centres to train
junior high and technical education tea-
chers ; refresher course centre for school
teachers, etc.

In addition, the profound revision of

- programties, from primary to advanced,

and the review of feaching methods and
techniques of school organization are con-
stantly pursued in order to adapt the
training of teachers and students to the
exigencies of the national revolution and
to realize the total developmentof the hu-
man being.

In the field of scientific research, we
should mention that in 1963 after five years
‘of efforts, the Atomic Energy Office has
begun to bear fruit. With the operation of
the VNR-1 reactor, first accomplished on
Feb. 26, 1963, the search laboratories can
be used fruitfully. After the completion of
he Dalat Nuclear Studies Centre, planning
was begun on a project for an Institule of
Fundamental Nuclear Physics.

2.— Public Heallh

The health improvement program con-
tinues to develop in all sectors: 21,033
beds in 7,751 medical centres. This is the
subject of an important expansion with
the transformation of a certain number of
rrovincial hospitals inlo regional general
hospitals capable of serving several pro-
vinces at the same {ime.

The provincial hospitals already have 27
fully-equipped surgical wards, many of
them operating in full swing with the help
of surgical teams from friendly nations.
Well-equipped laboratories and  X-ray
equipment improve diagnosis and;treatment
in almost all the provinces. Efforts are
actively continuing to make hospitals
in the capital and certain provincial hos-
pitals fully autonomous with the popula-
tion’s participation in their management.

Besides, we encourage private initiatives
in the medico-social field, and also efforts
towards selting up a social security system.

From the point of view of preventive
medicine, the various programs of malaria
eradication, mother and child care, the
fight against tuberculosis and leprosy, of
mass immunization, and so forth, have
produced the most satisfactory resulis.

With the extension of the Strategic HHam-
lets, the rural health program is in full
expansion at present : 151 infirmarymater-
nity clinics have been consiructed and
equipped in the districts and 6,425 [irst
aid stations in the villages and hamlets
according to the principle of the «sprea-
ding oil drop» method. Efforts are now
being made to gives every hamlet a first
aid station manned by qualified personnel.

In this regard, an important numher of
health cadres and nurses have been sent
to the villages, not only to provide care
but also to educate the population about
health, to teach preventive measures and
to oversee the good application of
sanitation rules. The training of these
cadres is now being accelerated at the
cenire in Gia Dinh.

Moreover, the improvement of {echnical
personnel at all levels is being realized as
much by provision of in-service Ltraining
and seminars, as by the granting of scho-
larships to graduate technicians for further
training abroad.



HE Nguyen Van Nguyen showing of 40 oil pain-

tings opened this week at the Saigon Catinat

Hotel Tu Do Street, and the fishing junks he loves
to paint figure prominently in the exhibition.

1

A native of Sadec Province, the 53-year-old
artist began his studie’s of art in Cambodia at the
age of twenty. He held his first one-man show
four yearsago though he has participated in ma-
ny other exhibitions. : :

Mr. Nguyén has been twice among the win-
ners of the ESSO calendar art contest, in 1960
and 1961, taking third prize both times.

Landscopes take a second place to fishing
junks at the seaside in his preference of subjects.

Grandmother

: ' ; . lad
'Refleclion . : , Young lady

: Sister’s_love -~ Mother’s love




Mrs. Rollen Anthis takes alook at Mrs. Willim
Trueheart’s work.

Saturday, Oct. 12,4 pm, at the Vietnamese-
American Association, marks the opening of aon
art exhibit by the members of the Saturdoy mo:-
ning painting class taught by Mrs. J.B Drachnik.
The class is composed of beginners, interme-
diate and advanced students, the latter having
studied with Mrs. Dracknik for one year.

Many nationalities are represented among
the women students... Vietnamese, American,
Chinese, French, British, Australion and Cana-
dian.

Here the ladies are shown at work.

Mrs. John Richardson gets a painter from
Mrs. Drachnik.

Mrs. Joseph Drachnik with student Mrs. Jean Lambert. gy

Mrs. E. V. Nelson, Mrs. John Denny, Mrs. Walter
Lapoinie and Mrs. Daniel Fichards at work.

Mrs. Robert Tyrell and Mrs. Yuen Tsi Kien take their
hobby seriously.
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The Lacquerers
Lacquer work was introduced in North
Viet Nam during the reign of Emperor
Le Nhan Ton (1443-1460) by Tran Truong
Cong, an Ambassador to China. :He was a
native of the village of Binh Vong in the
province of Ha Dong. Before his return,

the Vietnamese people did not practise
lacquer work at all. Lacquer was only ex-

ported to China where the province of Ho-
Nam was wetl k(nown for the ‘production
of lacquer wares.

On the ’l‘eturn of Tran Truong Cong the
firsE Vietnammese craftsmen failed to fix
their gold and silver decorations on wood
because their lacquer did not dry and did
not produce a brilliant finish, and the
pictures they drew faded away rapidly.
Tran Truong Cong volunteered to go again
to China and succeeded in learning the
secret of lacquering on wood. It consisted
of covering the wooden wares with a coat
of gum and kaolin before applying the lac-
quer. This compound is designed to pre-
vent the wood from absorbing the lacquer
and impair its brilliant finish and fresh-
ness. When he was back again in his coun-
try his compatriots begam to practise the
new art he had learned during his second
stay in China.

After his death a temple was erected in
his native village as a token of gratitude
towards the initiator of lacquer work.

(Continued from Alayst week)

Since that day our lacquerers have im-
proved their process continuously until
the stage we have arrived at today, with

great amounts of fine wares much appre- -

ciated in both local an‘d world markets.

Preparation Of Lacquer

Lacquer is a kind of sap extreated from
]aéquer trees (cay son) and kept in z bam-
boo basket rendered water-tight by a thick
coat of mastic and laquer of inferior qua-
lity.

The sap kept in such a container will
give many layers’ of lacquer of differert
qualities 'and designed for various usess
The inferior one, laid at the bottom of the
of poor (quality “and is
thiec» used for the
preparation of a kind of mastic. Above
it is another layeir which is rather
thick, heavily sticky called «son gan» and
used for gluing-boats and bamboo baskets.
On top is the lacquer intended for sale,
called son gioi, and itsel_fﬂ composed of two
layers: son nhi or secondary quality and

basket, is
called « nuoc

son nhat, of to quality.

S

Kept for a long time in its container,
lacquer is covered on its surface with
another very thin and transparent, film-like
layer called son mat giau which the saler
picks up little by little with a spoon and
keeps apart,

Vietnamese feaSts And  Holidays

By Truong Van Binh

Lacquer for sale, as it stays in the
container, is not ready for use. It must
be refined. It is laid upon a long cotton
cloth lined with wadding. The cloth has
one end tied to a hook and the other ter-
minated with a crank, with which a
workman can turn and twist the cloth.
Lacquer is thus squeezed out refined and
good for use.

Preparation Of Mastic And Some
Lacquer For Coating Wooden Wares

This is a kind of mastic prepared with
lacquer of 2nd quality (son nhi) and of
the inferior quality (nuoc thiec) drained
from the bottom, of the basket and mixed
with saw-dust. It is used to fill the holes
and crevices of everything to be lacque-
red, boat, wooden wares, bamboo baskets
furniture etc... to give them a smooth
and even surface. Lacquerers call it «son
lo» or the first coating to be laid upon
the wares. ‘

"But when they have to cover some partn

with gold or silver they must lay oves
them a coat of lacquer mixed with tung-
o1l called «son thiep Another type called
son hom is also a mixture of lacquer, clay,
and water and used as first coating upor
wooden wares. ’

(Continued on page 16)



THEY MET — AND THEY
BEAT THE RAIN

DANANG, Viet Nam (I Corps 10)—
The requirement given two Engineer
battalions of the First Vietnamese
Corps seemed an impossible one —
build 26 miles of road through the
dense Communist infested jungles
of Quang Ngai and Quang Tin pro-
vinces and complete it before the
Fall rainy season.

«The job has been finished with
amazing speed and thoroughness,»
explained Major Paul I. Fowler, ad-
viser to the battalions.

« One battalion started in Trabong
in Quang Ngai and the other 26 mi-
les away at Tra My in Quang Tin—
they’ ve met and have beat the rain
by two weeks —1I have a great deal
of respect for these two fine cons-
truction battalions,» stressed the
major,

Started in March and completed
in early October, the road cuts
through the. heart of the cinnamon
counfry of Viet Nam. Montagnard

This soldier plows his D-7 bulldozer
through the jungle growth. During most
of the consiruction, visibilily was limited
to less [than 10 feet.

Photo on left:

A number of these bridges were required
lo span the streams and rivers criss-crossing
the route. Open lerrain, such as Lhis,~lasled

only 2 miles before hilting dense jungle
mass.

tribesmen daily cut and transport to .

market the earthy spice.

«4side from the military value,

the road will lead to furthering the
economic progress of the area for
years to come,» said Major John E.
Wagner, I Corps Engineer adviser.,
He said that even now the Montag-
nards are finding road travel pre-
ferable to hefting heavy loads
through the jungle.

This road net is getting away from
the coastal land and hacking through
mountain regions making truck and
transport and delivery of goods fea-
sible to people who heretofore have
done without many things.

To discourage the Viet Cong from
hampering the road effort, two Viet-
namese Infantry battalions were en-
gaged in patroling and security dur-
ingjthe building precess.

=~ Bl bt

Still, the Communists ‘managedfto
snipe at the Engineers almost daily.
Mines and booby traps were planted

during the night — the job claimed
its toll in dead and wounded.

Work in the intense and steamy
jungle heat took its toll of casualties
too. Men were rotated after
a month and given a week-end
at home with families.

«No human can work in that heat
for extended periods without relief,»
said Major Fowler. «The weather af-
fected everyone, Vietnamese and
Americans.» :

The job now completed, both the

'Engineers and Infantry are gelting

a long deserved rest.

Photo above :

‘ These soldiers check for mines or traps

that Viet Cong may have planted during
the night before allowing the bulldozer
driver lo proceed.

Photo on left below :

Major Fowler studies soil compesition with
his counter-part, Captain Tran Van Tue.
Slopes, grades and angles all had to be
carefully planned with soil in mind to insure
against washouts during the long winter
rains. o

Photo on right below :

Major Paul I. Fowler and Engineer com-
mander Caplain Pham Van Thai discuss
the fine point.
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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
10 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

(From page 7)

3.— Social Action

With the complelion of the achievemenis
of public Health, an extensive Social Action
program has been worked out to create
or develop assistance works and thereby
to raise the living standard of the working
classes, protect the woman and the child,
and assist the underprivileged and the
victims of natural calamities.

In the populous urban quarters, popular
restaurants have been opened where meals
are provided for the modest price of five
piastres; likewise day nurseries,
dispensaries and pre-natal clinics have
been made accessible to
poor people. Throughout the country,
orphans are cared for in 63 orphanages,
and delinquent minors are given primary
as well as vocational education in view
of their rehabilitation. Homes are provi-
ded for the aged, and asylums welcome
invalid, resourceless and lonely people.
Help is given to the victims of natural
calamities (floods, typhoons, fires,
droughgt, etc.) by many aid agencies.

In connection with the Government’s
program of Social Action, particular men-
tion must be made of what has been ac-
complished for the benefit of our Monta-
gnard compatriots of the Highlands, of
whom more than half now live in “secure
areas. An intensive action is indeed ne-
cessary to allow them to catch up rapidly
with the country’s average standard of
living.

Meanwhile 349 adult literacy classes
have been held. A total of 10,255 Monta-
gnards are- attending classes in 139 ele-
mentary schools, 8,867 in 56 primary
schools, (635 in secondary schools, and a
few study in the universities.

Vocational courses, particularly in the
field of handicrafts, enable Montagnards
to learn lucrative trades. Others initiate
them lo new cultivation methods, and
farming implements, seeds are given to
them.

With regard to health care, the Monta-
gnard Strategic Hamlels already have 362
medical posts, 92 maternities and seven
small hospitals. In addition, 24 mobile
medical facilities visit them regularly.

This social action for the Montagnards
is am integral part of the policy of Col-
lective Advance of all strata of the
nation’s population.

4.— The Sphere Of Labour

In the same spirit, the workers’ condi-
tiop continues to improve markedly.

~
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The organized labour movement counts
489 workers’ unions and 102 employers’
associations today. Union cadres are be-
coming more mature and more conscious
of their responsibilities, thanks notably
to courses organized at home, and to in-
service training abroad with the aid of
the ILO and of friendly countries.

With respect to relations between
employers and employees, the Banks Col-
lective Agreement (signed in December
1962) and a modification of.the Rubber
Plantations Agreement (signed March 1963)
have been added to the earlier collective
agreements, At present, olher contracts or
agreements concerning oil companies, the
Water and Eleclricity Company, the ho-
tels and restaurants are being discussed,
The number of employees” spokesmen in
enterprises doubled following the enact-
ment of the decree of Sept. 25, 1962.

The minimum wage scales, revsed by
the National Labour Advisory Commission,
is exceeded in practice in most branches
of activity. This year almost all workgrs
in the industrial, banking and commercial
sectors and on the plantations have recei-
ved new wage increases ranging from 5 to
12-/. — the lowest paid workers obtained
the highest increases. 'This enables
them to adjust their .standard of li-
ving to the rise in the cost of living
resulting from the inflation which the
country must bear at the present time. This
burden will thus weigh more heavily on
the more fortunate classes than on the
labouring masses—the farmers or workers.
A more equitable distribution of the na-
tional income cannot but result from this,
and it will become an integrate part of
the policy of Collective Advance.

On the other hand, social security
moasures (family and maternity allowances,
moadical service, accident compensation),
are making constant progress. The National
Labour Advisory Commission, the National
Economic Council and the National Assem-
bly’s Social Affairs Committee have discu-
ssed some projects concerning social secu-
rity such as compulsory insurance f[or
labour accidents, treatment of occupatio-
nal diseases, the standardization of family
allowances, besides severance pay to the
widows and children of deceased workers.

It is probable that same—if not all—of
those projects will be debated by you in
the course of this legislature.

The under-employment problem is the
object of numerous stadies whose aim is
to help in distribuling human resources

judiciously within the framework of imp-
lementation of the Second Five-Year Plan.
The quick industrial growth already per-
mits an increase of the annual rate of em-
ployment. But above all, the consolidation
of the Sirategic Hamlels offers many new
opportunities and, at the same time, the
possibility of a more rapid social advance-
ment to the workers.

Likewise in other sectors, as I have alrea-
dy pointed out to you, the Strategic Hamlet
system will not fail to have repercussions
in the industrial and commercial spheres.
The leaders of the employers- associations
and of the large labour organizations are
in close contact to determine the most
favourable conditions for the establishment
of certain experimental «pilot strategic
enterprises» by the end of this year.

In response to the Government’s desire
to provide the ever increasing numbers of
workers with a basic property on a family
basis, this year a few rubber plantations
have begun to give a two-hectare plot of
land to the families of a number of de-
serving workers, chosen with the agreement
of the Union; and helped to clear the land
and plant selected young rubber trees.

THIRD PART
International Life

Within nine years, from the position of
a-country little known, endowed with a
very limited internal and external sove-
reignty, partitioned by the 1954 Geneva
Agreements, Viet Nam has gradually emer-

. ged to rank among the countries endowed

with full internal sovereignty, and to con-
solidate her international position.

1.— Viet Nam’s International Rela-
tions And Foreign Policy

Today, the Republic officially establishéd
diplomatic relations with more than 80
countries, that is with nearly all the non-
Communist states. Furthermore she has set
up embasies, legations or consulates in
some 30 countries and represenlations in
45 others.

The firmness and independence of her
foreign policy has won her the sympathy
not only of anti-Communist nations, but
also of the nations of the Third World
(underdeveloped world). She has given her
firm support as much to the peoples’
emancipation movements as to the upri-
sings in countries oppressed by Commu-
nism, or again {o the movements of resis-
tance against the Communists’ attempts at
conquest.

Further, although she is not a member of
the U.N., she has fulfilled her duties in the
concert of nations: this year she has not-
ably taken part in 100 international con-
gresses where her delegates often played a
noted role, for example the World Inter-

" ther which would

Parliamentary Union. Likewise she has
participated in the activilies of a nummber
of world organization whether affiliated
with the U.N. or not. i
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Nevertheless, Viet Nam’s external rela-

tions are unavoidably influenced by the

international tension instigated and main-

tained by Communism to exerta perma-
nent threat to world peace.

~ Despite its promises of peace, the recent

partial nuclear test ban treaty concluded
at Moscow could not render us oblivious
of the fact that Communism, whether it
be Soviet or Chinese, will always pursue
its ultimate aim of world hegemony. Like-
wise, the grave Sino-Soviet dispute has in
no way prevented Communist China from
taking advantage of the lack of cohesion
and entente in the I'ree World {o intensify
its aggressive and expansionist policy in
Asia, particularly in South East Asia.
Peking has attacked India and continues
to dangle the threat of a new war over
that country. It is increasing pressure
against Free Viet Nam through the Viet Cong
and through our neigh-bouring countries.

From that threat two consequences have
resulted for the international relations of
our country: on one hand, the temporary
closing of our embassy in Vientiane, ren-
dered necessary by the declaration made
by the Laotian government in November
1962 on the establishment of diplomatic

relations with  Communist North Viet
Nam ; on the other hand, the breaking of

diplomatic relations with our Governmert
decided unilaterally by Cambodia recently:

This decision is in keeping with the
policy of rapprochement with the Commu-
nist bloc and attempts at turning Viet Nam
into a neufral country persistantly pursued
by the Khmer government. After having
vainly tried to provoke another Geneva
Conference to obtain the neutralization of
our couniry, the Phnom Penh government
is obviously - seeking the overthrow of our
government and its replacement by ano-
adept neutralism. It
goes without saying that we are determi-
ned to continue to safeguard the interests
of our country and of our compatriots li-
ving in Cambodia.

At this very hour, some countries, mis-
lee by false informalion on . the situation
in Viet Nam, and on the Buddhist question
in particular, have requested and obtained
the placing of a problem already setiled
on the U.N. agenda. Itis a matter for re-
gret. Our government has sent to New
York a delegation headed by Prof. Buu
Hoi, with the mission of defending oar
country’s position by furnishing the U.N.
General Assembly with the necessary

“clarifications.

Despite the difficulties of the past twelve
months, the bonds of friendship and coope-
ration with friendly countries have heen
constantly strengthened, principally thanks
to the obvious success of the Stratege Ham-
lets policy, a formula which offers a satis- ;

factory solution to the problems confron—% i '
% jamental importance of the strategic ham-

ting underdeveloped countries.

Y
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Our country has welcomed the recent
’formation of the Federation of Malaysia,
with which we share the same ideals and
which has given us great help in our
struggle against the common enemy.We sin-
cerely hope that the difficultiés with which
it is confronted at the moment will be re-
solved through peaceftl negotiations.

2.— Foreign Aid
a) Technical Assistance :

As in past years, Viet Nam continues to
benefit from a wide technical assistance.

The various U.N. programmes essentjally
provide the services of experts, research or
studies for development in different fields.

Under the Colombo Plan, the five donor
countries—Ausiralia, Japan, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom, and Canada—sent to
Viet Nam experts in different branches in
fiscal year 1962-63. Canada in particular
has donated wheat flour, while Austrslia
and the United Kingdom have provided
agricultural equipment and laboratory ma-
terial for use in the universities.

With regard to unilateral aid, France has
given us an important aid in the cultural

- field and provided tte services of experts,

as well as scholarships and training.

The Federal Republic of Germany conti-
nues to aid us inthe form of experts,
equipment and scholarships.

With aid from friendly countries, ihe
Government has always given special atten-
tion to the training of our people abroad.
In 1962-63, 575 scholarship recipients and
383 other students were authorized to con-
tinues their studies abroad, that is 958 in
all, of which 463 were in Education, and
127 in Health and Social Welfare.

b) Financial Aid

In the field of financial aid for economic
development, many countries and credit
agencies have participated in the imple-
mentation of numerous projects :

France has underwritten the financing
of tie building of the Ha Tien cement
works and earmarked NF 70,000,000 for the
An Hoa-Nong Son industrial complex.

Other projects totalling an estimated
NF 100,000,000 are envisaged.

The Federal Republic of Germany has
loaned DM 50,000,000 which rounds out the
credits necessary for the realization of the

An Hoa-Nong Son industrial complex.

Great Britain has granted us a -£580,000
loan to buy dredgers.

The U.S. Development Loan Fund has
loaned us US§ 9.7 millionto improve our
railways system, US§ 17.5 million for the
Water Office, and
US8 12.7 million for the Thu Duc power
generating plant.

Negotiations are underway with the In-
ternational Development Association for a
US§ 15 million loan for the ensemble of the
university campus at Thu Duc.

C.— Aid To Strategic Hamleis

In the meaniime, conscious of the fun-

lets, the friendly counSies have brought
us an increased aid for the implementation
of this programme.

Thus Australia has earmarked £950,000
for the purchase of minor equipment and
and miscellaneous products such as ban,
bed wire, farm tools, galvanized sheet iror-
fertilizer, etc. This credit falls within the
framework of a large material assistance
for the development of the rural masses.

The Federal Republic of Germany has
underwritten a DM 15,000,000 loan to help
us import different kinds of goods. The
countlerpart fund of that amount in Viet
namese piastres will be used for the eco-
namic development of the strategic
hamlets,

But it is the United States which has
brought us the most substantial aid for
the realization of the programme. This
year the total amount of American aid has
reached US§ 35 million in the form of farm
surpluses and exclusive of the technical
assistance and a direct aid in the form of-
equipment.

FOURTH PART

Presentation Of 1964
Nationai Budget

1.— American Aid :

Besides an effective
American economic aid programme this
year gives particular importance to the
improvement of theliving standard of the
rural masses.

Out of a total VN§ 2.3 hillion, nearly 85
per cent is earmarked for different pro-
grammes aimed at accelerating the buil-
ding and developing the infrastructure of
the rural economy : agricultural produc-
tion, agricultural hydraulics, agricultural
credit, fisheries, rural schools, rural
health.

We express our deep gratitude to the
American government and people for their
important material aid, and we bow in
deep gratitude to the many Americans
who have given their lives, and mixed
their blood with that of our combatants
ia the common struggle.

military aid, the

2.— 1964 National Budget

The draft 1964 National Budget, submitted
to the consideration of your Assembly in
accordance with the Consideration, includes
forecasts of appropriations necessary for

the operation of the national Public
Services and subsidies to provincial
budgets.

The Special Economic Development

Budget conceived for long-term industrial
projects will be presented to this Assembly
later. The Special Security Budget will be
drawn up according to the special proce-
dure provided by the November 25, 1961
law within the framework of the state
of emergency.
(Continued)
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Message Of 1he President Of The Republic
To The National Assembly

All the forecast expenditures of these
three budgets for 1(€4 will reach a tota
amount to VN§ 28.5 billion as compared
to VNg 27 billion in 1963. There will thus
be an increase of over five per cent. The
nalional defense requirements alone con-
lained in the Securily Budget will absorb
a little more than 52 per cent of this total.

The forecast income for the coming fis-
cal year amounts nearly 19 billion piastres,
against 22.5 Dbillion in the 1963 budget.
This lower figure resulis particularly from
{he reduction of the forecasts of the
counterpart funds. Revenue from our own
resources shows, in the mesantime, an
increase of more than three per cent over
1963, or 332 million piastres.

As a result, ke t1olal deficit of the 1964
general budget is much greater than that of
the current year. It amounts to 9.5 billion
piastres, of which 7 billion is ‘nsed to ba-
lance the Armed Forces budget. This fi-
gure is high no doubt, butit is an eloqu-
ent leslimony of the heavy sacrifices ac-
cepled by the entire nation in the vital
slruggle it has been waging on o thrée-
fold front.

When the 1964 draft budget is sent to the
National Assembly for consideration, the
Government will provide all the necessary
explanations on the utilization of the diffe-
rent credits.

3.— A Look Into The Future

In this struggle for a new life against
the obstacles thrown up by subversive war
and the requirements of the industrial re-
volution, we must rccognize that most of
the cadres in the public as well as private
sector, particularly those in the higher
echelon, have not yet realized thoroughly
{he historieal impact, nor have they accep-
ted all the material, moral and intellectual
efforts that such a struggle implies.

We can only defeat Communism and un-
derdevelopment through a clear awareness
of our country’s realities, through the sa-
critice of private selfish interests, however
greal lhey may be, through a spirit of crea-
tion which keep pace with a fluid situation,
and through a discipline freely accepted,
lor the sake of the salvation of our Father-
Fand.

Therefore the movement of studies and
free discussions, as well as that of total
revision of institutions and men, must be
pursued with the greatest vigor from the
base upwards, from the hamlets to urban
ceutres.
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(from page 15)

Located as it is at the important inter-
lection of invasion routes, and subjected
to a historical situation in which it is
emerging from a traditional society into
an industrial one, Viet Nam must carry on
a sound revolution in all fields in order to
protect her independence and assure for
herself a future as a free and prosperous
people.

With the popular movement of Strategic
Hamlets, this third legislature will coinci-
do with the historical stage of the deep
transformation of the institutional structure
of the State.

I wished thereby to tell you,

Mr. Dean of the Assembly,
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Assembly,

How your role is both delicate and of
prime importance amidst the war and the
irreversible revolution which is now carr-
ying the entire nation towards a new life
which is more free, more just, more pro-
sperous and more fraternal. That, however,
is our people’s destiny. Let us live up to
that destiny through self-control, clear-
sightedness, determination and creative
imagination. Let us he worthy of our an-
cestors and the heroes who have given
their lives so that a radiant and new life
may be ours tomorrow, very soon. Lastly

let us be ourselves—Vietnamese,

May the Almighty help us!

— END —

Vietnamese Feasts

Ané Holidays

(From page 11)

The light and shining lacquer with which
they cover furnitare : desk, tables, chairs,
sofas etc...is called son dau, a mixture of
lacquer of first-rate quality (son nhnf) and
boiled tung-oil.

Wooden Lacquer-Wares

Most of the items to be lacquered are
made of wood. But lacquer can be applied
also on leather items such as saddles for
the mandarins’ horses in older times on
metal, as on light arms; on cloth and pa-
per, as fans and parasols. In pagodas and
temples we can see stalues, altars, candle
sticks, parasols etc...richly lacquered and
gilded.

Process Of L‘ocquering
Wooden Wares

The wood to be used is proferably soft
and porous and not hard. It must be well
planed and tightly joined by the carpenter.
The ware is then treated by the lacquerer
who covers it-with a first coating of mas-
tic (son lo) prepared as it is said above
rubs it with a  pumice stone.
Then a first coating of lacquer (son hom)
is laid upon it, followed by a careful rub-
bing with a kind of red stone. Then a second
application of lacquer (son lot) is made and
also followed by a pumicing with a soft
tone. '

Then the ware is sheltered for some days
to dry before decoration When it is ready

it will be covered with a coat of good,
light and shiny lacquer and passed to the
decorator for ornamentation. This man

"draws the designed pictures with a paint

brush dipped in the son thep. When gold
and silver are laid on the pictures he co-
vers them with another thin and transpa-
rent lacquer called son phu to preserve
their brilliancy.

- Handicraftsmen
Making Votive Papers

Votive papers are still used on many oc-
casions. They are made in the form of gold
sheets (gioy vang) silver sheets (giay bac),
gold ingots (vang ma, vang thoi) coins,
(tien), horses, elephants, fabulous animals
and birds, soldiers, man, women, hats,
shoes, clothes, dress, houses, vehicles and
anything people believe they can burn as
offerings to gods, goddesses and the dead.

Gold and silver sheets, ingots and coins
are made of paper covered with a coat fo
powder from any metal or material giving
yellow and white colors. All the other
items are composed of a bamboo frame
covered with thin sheets of gorgeous
colors.

On the anniversary of the death of an
ancestor, or a member of the family, pe-

(to be continued)



From San Francisco,to New York only Pan Am serves so many U.S.A. cities, coast to coast, direct from Ehrope.

Wherever in the world you travel
youre better off with Pan Am
— world's most experienced airline !

Ask Pan American or Denis Freres (Gen. Agts.) 31 duong Tu Do, Tel: 292.008






