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_ On 30 Eecember 1949 pursuant to a recommendation of the
. Fourth FAO Conferehce, I had the honor of inyiting all Member
Governments of FAO situated or having territory.in tropic"
‘ 0; 1 -flpatejn?an "International Meeting or Lidnd Ut |
v o0 Tropi al ‘Regic " for which the Government of ‘Cey:
A bo g Because of a lack of favo
-this invit tion_on the - part of moest Governments
at the greatést ails tdnce from the proposed 8lte, X
M _11 1951 mnd decided that it should be'
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;o of soil ‘and water in tropical areas of this region, and arrange for
g eontinued cooperation in research and in the dissemination of new .
: knowledge on this subjedt. "The Meeting wiil be concerned with :
practical ways and meany of determining and promoting the bést uses
of land“of varying characteristics in the tropics from the stand-

point of productidn and cansérmé%ion.
, , o :
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It 1s recognized that‘the solution of such problems in
the tropiles, while’based on sgdénce, 1s essentlially a human, problem,
and can be solved only through edﬁcation, orgéhization,¢and\admin- '
istration, with the cooperation.df the people on the land. In the
propdsed meefing it is planned that the utilization and conservation
of 801l and water will be discussed not as an end in 1tself and not
primarily from the physical polnt of view, but as a means of improving

the llvelihood, nutritfion, health, and general welfare of the people
in the tropileal areas © AN A i

f the Region concerned.
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-+ In order that mncrete problems may be discussed from a

lcal point of: vilew, it is suggested that Member Governments.

6 as delegates -person g d_experlence who have p6§itions
sponsib i vel eht. a1 1 of
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It 1s desired that papers be concise in style. No &
desirable length can be suggested, since this will depend on the num- v
ber and character of the land utilization problems requiring solution
in troplcal territoriss of each country and the extent of the present

land utllizat ion progrem. "
Delegations' papers will not be read to the Meeting nor

discussed as entities, but will serve as a necessary fund of infeér-

mation for delegates and a factual background for their discussiens

of land utilization problems. The discussion will not follow the

same outline as the Delegations' papers, but will proceed in accorgd - o

with the agenda. | | b

We shall be happy at any time to answer questions that may
occur to your Government.;@ncerning the preparation of its paper.
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Some Govermments have alréady completed or begun the document as part

of their preparation to attend the Internationsal Méet;ng'that was
postponed. ‘ C

has been notified of the number and composition of .

‘to the Meeting for susgestions and approval.

Agendg of tha'Meeting

A draft agenda of the Meeting will be wrked o

has ‘recelved coples of each délegation's paper..

opened by an introductory statement on, t
and undesirable prac 8 1In land use |
to_the ‘soluticn of s lems,

sﬂ:,ﬁ »
obstacles
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OrganizatipnAof the Meeting | o ;

" Dotaills of the organization of the Meeting will be planned 1
with the agsistance of the Government of Ceylon. Xt 1s proposed that ‘
several days during the two-week périod of the meeting be devqted to f
field trips t¢ permit deléegates to exdmine at first hand, with ‘the: -
assistance of the Goverrment of Ceylon, some of the 1and uti;ization 1
problems and programs in Ceylon. _ | 4

Cooperative Action Baaéﬁ;on the Meeting | | -

It is .contemplated that the conelusions of the?
be . embodied in a coneise document for distripution’ to,a'
ting- Gover@ments,' FAO will draw to the attention of'
ments any recommendations of the Meeting for coope“ative
actlon on, their part.

.Noﬁification'of ParticiggtiOn
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