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One of the island hamlets ofKy SOn toward the easto (2 June) 
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14. Ground view to the' southeast fram Ky Son Hamlet. 
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us Liaison ,Organization for MAENG'HO 11. 

, I 
. I 

I \ ' I I 

, ' 

" "'-
1. General. 

" ~ ,. I.. ,. 

a., TheUS Army Liaison Teamw:lth' theC~pitaJ..ROK·Infantry DiVts­
, . ion (CRm) ilf organlzed by MToE to flmcti6n at't,he' diVi.sio#~ arid'; '< 

regimental leVel~ One' team, c,onsis'ting of. t.he'Senior' Liaison, Officer 
~ • . .' , . . , . . • ,,', • ) ,.' ., ", L,. ,', ", .., • • I 

and enlisted asslstants,hablt'iia.l:ly rf!Illai~~at: the))iv1s10n CP'.wtth· 
I '. . .... .. ' ..... ' .. ~. . . . \" . ~. ~... . - t . ,,", 

the Dtvision: Commander and the pr:J.ncip~al..s1iaff •. Tbree\ teams,'each . 
consi sting of an ~ffiper' and. ei1ilste~ assistrmt',:: c'oo,rd1~ate" ~S sup~ 
port activities at the reg1merit~' level. ~lte'ams . are eq~i:pped 
wi th· the AN/PRC25 Ra~ioWithali RC '. 292,antenn·~ .. , a:'li' ton truck, and 
trailer ~/ 1ient.agp , and various i terns of field equipment foZ; ext~nded 
field operation." ' . , , . 

. ~::. . . \' . 

.. b •. ,' Although" :the' Senior 'Liaison·Of-1icerhas no sta.ted,··ruDot:f.on 
to command or supervise the activities'of other US Liaison Officers 

,to CRID, he inust maintain a close and . continuous supervisoi-y role . 
over them, to insure that the liaison te~ activities.coincide with . I 

the activities of the ~ staffs and commanders' within CRID. ' 

c. The organization and functions of the Liaison Team are in 
fact varied to support giveri situ~tionsandare usually detailed by 
the type and quantity. of US support provided for arioperation as well 
as by the liaison personnel anq equipment assets available during an 
operation. 'The organization and operation of the Liaison Team de­
scribed, 'below are those specifically applied du'ring Operation MAENG 
HO 1.1. ' . '.' . . " 

2. Organization' and Function of 'us L1.aison Team for Operation MAENG 
HO 11. - .' 

, . , 

a. The organization of Ufo Liai~'on activi ties f~r Op~ration 
MAENG HO 11 is shown· schematically a~ Inclosur.e I--to TAB ·E. 

. ' , ,,' . ," . '.'j A,. ~, '. '.:', " .. '! 
b. COL J. Ho Short~ the'~eni0r' LiaiGon Qfficer,~Iilo'ved to the 

Division Tae' 9P on 20 April after'6bservirig the'airlif.t:o,f the' 
26th Regiment from T~ger Strip, the,11ain CP,. in~o the -l;.Z~s on Qui 
Nhon Peninsula. His CP remained at' this .l('·ca.:tion until the,:' ,end , of 
the,' operation' on 2'1 April. Throughout tg.e::op&ra.t.ioni" -.lie' monil'0red 
and supervi.sed all US liaison activitie~; ',att$pded 'mornlhg· ·an.d~'even- ,­
irig d:i. vision staff briefings; accompanied Jr'h~ diviSion c'omnlander en' 
visits to tha",26thand 1st Regimental areas·or'oper~tions; 'submitted 
a dailY'summary o,f~;activj,ties reports to HQ+FFORC~V;l"8¢e':l,vedrec,:,:'. 
commend.s.tions from his. liaison officers with\the,2pth.and 1st Regi­
men t~wi th regard to employment of US Armored • and' ,MechB;Ilized. units:. 

~ [ 
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TAB E US Liaison Organization 
. \ 

: and issued ord~rs for their.employment accordingly. He also received 
and ,accompanied US person~elvisitirigfor briefings and coordination, 

. and 'personally briefed .and ~c~ompanied two US journalists on'· a;tourof' 
the operational. area· and .~f'uge~ ~amps ,0 'Bec~u~e. of communication probe­
lems with the lia1sonnet$ the'Seidor·Liaisoh,Off,ic,erf'Qund i~'neces­
saryta .·via t the '~orWard . area frequep,t:LY •. · .. puring\thebattlErl~or Ky 
Son. Han let , he, workeci clo~ely with ~p.~~ ,~6th . ROK ~eg~ent C~~der, .. ' 
remaining much. of .the timer-at tpe .. Regilnental .. OP J where hemail.lt-utled 
cCElunicat:l.9n with B Co'" 1st Bn; '6~th ~or arid otfJ,erUS.uni.ts: by .' 
means ofa.radio organic' ·to the.' attacheci US s~arcll .. 11ght section.' 
This was necessary be'cause the US Command Track :assigiied t,o' the Sr. 10 
for control was out of action for' three days~ The . CO,' CRID,.and 26th 
Regin!.ental"CO both loaned· their Cand C helicopters to the Sr lD when 
he needed ,to go 'forward to the ,US' units~ The weakness in this'arrange~ 
mentwas·the difficulty -in coordinati:rig!with·the CG and the G3 at:the 

. division tactical CP. 'The. original plan, b~sed on experience in )lAENO 
HO 9'~ was to have direct coininun1cation from the. Sr' to ·at· division, by. 

_means of a command' track" with the US units in the reg:lJnents 'and w1.th 
.the liaison officers at th~ regimental tact-ical OP's. ,In MAENGHOll 
both the Si- to'and the two regimental liaison officers had· to move ' 
down one 'echelon to maintain control.' Resource~ did .not permit ithe 
aSSigning otiC!- helicopter. to. the Sr fLO, which would have helped con-' 
siderably. In these combined operations, it is essential that the 
Sr LQ'maintain the closest coordination with the 03, which means he 
must stB3' plJ.ysically close to th~., G3 ,as much as po~sible and try to 
accompany the 03 on hi.s visits, to the. units, . Clo'se 'contact with the 
CG is also important. 

c. Regimental liaison officers joined their regilnents prior to the 
operation to insure coordination between ·the BOKls and supporting armor 
and mechanized units. Co A" 1st Bn,50th .Mech and one plat Co, C, 1st 
Bn, 69th ,Armor w~re pl~c~d in 'support of the 1st Regt and under OPCON 
of the CRIDRegirnenta.;t Liaison Officer, LTC 'McCoy. CO/B (-1 plat») 
1st Bn" 69th Armor was placed :tn support of 26th Regt and under' OPCON 
of CRm Regimental Liaison Officer" LTC Carmichae'l. In both instances" 
the ROK' staffs andCORmlanders were briefed on the employment of sup­
porting annol'/mechanized units as arranged by the. liaison team. Since 
qRID has no organj~ tank unit" the 26th Regt'was g~ven a compreheQsive 
demonstration. and' lecture on the capabilities, lirilitations,",and employ"; 
ment of tanks, on thed~y prior:to the operation. Because lot; the swampy 
terrain, n~erous rice paddies and dikes$ both regimental liaison offic­
ers found it necessar,y to r~ain at battalion level and below and, for 
the most part$" accompany the US units under their'OPCON throughout the 
,operation. This procedure also facilitated communications with CRID ' 

I . , 

Senior Liaison Offic~r, insured app'ropriate liaison from.supported 
units"and'enabled tlmely coordination with Battalion and Regimental 
Commanders thru the ROK command nets. . 

,q . /' 
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" - d. The Naval Liaison Officer J LT Cmcfr' Mabry, estab;:Lished his 
cClDDlunications 'with 'supporting naval elements', 'at the: Sr).o 6c1mmmica­
tiona tent in ··the. 'cam Tac CP. From here- he/DiDiained'24 'hour, .'com­
munications with ,the 'PBR's (k.,eping four,on station, tvo.~"'ihenc)rth 
and two in the 'south of the bqJ' ar,.ound,'the clock).: He ,also cOQrdin­
ated for gUnship support of the PBR' IS and maintAined COJltact with' ,the 
supportingLST., PCF, and ,swift boats blocking the ClW.Hh~Jl' hArbor 'in 
t~esouth~ ,PBR relief was coordinat~d with Air Force and Art111ery, 

, and was st;heduled during high tide to ~void. gr~unding the poats. ,Lt 
Cmdr Mabry exercised'control of the PBR's thru·two liaison.officers, 
one :on the peninsula~aJld'one on the mainland sides of the bq. , At 
night three army . searchlight~· and AlF ·Spooky. aircraft provided 
illumination of the b~ area~ . '. .. 

, , I '_ _ , 
e. The' Artill;ery (CPT &ni th) J 'Aviat~on (lUJ Allen), and Air, Force' 

(LTC Flynn) Liaison Officers occupied their nor.mal operational posts 
, at the division Tab CP and' conducted lia1soJ? functi,ons nor.malto CODl­

bat operations. 
J 

(1) :::IS!J.:'oq" air.craft provided most of the night's illumination. 

(2) Artillery support was' scheduled after the airstrikes. Hand I 
fires were used during-' darkness. and some illumination was used during 
the absence of, Air Force "Spooky" aircraft.' i ' 

(3) Slicks J Chinooks J Gunships and Medevac helicopters performed 
nor.mal missiQns. 

! , 

f 0 While the Liaison Officer from the II AKVN i Corps, MAJ Mai, 
cannot be considered a part of or under the supefVision of the Sr LO" 
qRID, he performed a valuable service in coordinating the movem~nt of 
RF/PF units into the operational area coincidental with the te~ina­
tion of MAENG HO 11 and withdrawal of the ROK'forces • 

. i 

30 Problem Areas Encowlteredby' the CRID Liaisen Team. 
6 

a. .Q..omniunication~. ,Manpack AN/PRC 25 radios proved inadequate , 
for the operation. They failed to provide continuous'reliable contact 
between the Regimental Liaison Officers and,the Senior Liaison Officer. 
The conunand track (APC l provided by' the, l13d Airborne Brigade (~parate) 
became inoperative and was not ~vailable until ,the third day of the 
op~ration. .A. definite requirement exists for AN/PRC 46 radios with the 
SrLO ~evel-, and Regt LO' s especially when t~e Sr. 10 is charged with the 
pperat10nal~control ,of US units supporting the{d1vision. The 'use of 
supporting units' command ne,ts and radios by LO's must be avoided. 
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TAB-E US Liaison Organization 

'b. Transportation. ,.,,~!~h:~ ~ehic~~s .operatiri~1 transpol't assigped 
to the liaison ,~_ is' ade,qu&t,e,to ,suppert1iaison,ac1;ivitie~~in a , \. 
di rlsion"~'opera~iorie .. H~:,.weJer ~ .. ge' Gf -vehic1es~~ruggedterJ:"ai.1l J ,10-" , 
variablY' :cal,1~esvehiQle ~Dre.8kdc'Jlm 'and 'shortage ,of" spare pms.;prec:ludes, 
tiniel.y, repaire'Arequiremtm~'e:rlsts for an addition~ tv., 'vehicle~ 
(preferab~ a,~ ~on~ruck'anda 3/4' Ton Truck).for.suppert·of an opera-
tion such' asHlENG HO·ll.· . " ' " . , . 

! ·c. ' Perso~ne1. ,,'~o ,pr()V1de adequate liai~,on. ,fora 4ivi~ion OPera­
tion the liaison team l"equires ,all 'aut~orize(l, officer personnel. ,In 

, . ..", .. \ . '. :., ,.'. . . ", "" 

HAENG HO, ll~ US Units a1; 'the ~nitial stage, vel"eplaced in supportof~l1 
three ,CRID regiments. ,Had elements \of the C.v:·Regt ),een f cOlDlllitt~d with 
a supporting.tank.plato'on, there would have' De en 'no US.LO.toexercise 
OPCON, of the tank ·p~atoo~.· _. One CO~ ~d t~.e L'l'qls 1l0u1d be, margi:n~l3' 
ad,equa:te, t,o provi~e. r~quiredliaison fordi vision operations involving 
all'three~r~giments, if each were supported b.y US ground combat forces. ,".... . ":' . 

d. ROK Liaisono Liaison' b.y ROK Offic~rs, who understand' arid 
. speak English, to all' US supporting units is highly deSirable .·-In one 
instance the 6th,Bn, 84th Arty was requested to fire tvo rounds at a 
given targeto The ROK's later ,complained that the request vas for two 
rounds per . gun. Such misunderstandings can be avoided b.y liaison 

'~persoDriel who can verify such' requests.' 
.' ~ I - ' 
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ORGANIZATION' US LN"ACTIVITIES TO ORID 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• I 
• 

.Det 54 
Sig En 

RTT 

T 
Regt * 
LnTm 

. .. 
OPERATION.MAENG HO II 

o • Sr 10 
CRID . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

o • , -
I 

Regt * 
Ln·'l'm 

• 

.. '-' • 

- - -,. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - --
Naval 
W 

o 

I J 

Arty 
LO 

Command and OPCON 
<' 

OPcoN 

Coordination and Supervision 

I . I . 

low U~AF 
LO LO 

-'j-

'.-
• 

.US Armor 
& MechUnits 

I 
II CQrps 
ARVN LO 

o 0 0 0 o Support provided Sr~o RTT with 54th Sig.Bn at Nha Trang for reports submission. 

*. Close liaison was QJ.so proVided U~ Tank md Mech units by ROK Bn and C,o units supported. 
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