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RANGER OPERATIONS eU) 

eU) INTRODUCTION eU) 

Ranger companies provide an organic long range patrol capability to each field force, 
division and separate brigade in RVN. The unit is specially trained, organized and 
equipped for the specific purpose of functioning as an information gathering agency 
responsive to the irttelligence requirements of the tactical commander. The basic 
element of the ranger company is the highly trained patrol or ra~r team, normally 
consisting of six men. The number of patrol teams assigned to the ranger companies 
vary from 28 teams in the field force company, to 16 teams in the division company 
and to eight teams in the separate brigade, 

The concept of operations, team organization, equipment used, team insertion and 
extraction, reconnaissance and combat p~trols are discussed in this combat bulletin, 
Combat examples are used to illustrate the types of missions assigned. 

( C) CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT (U) 

The enemy movement, strength and tactical dispositions influence the frequency, 
type and number of ranger teams employed at anyone time. When the teams are used 
on combat patrol missions, the team's strength is often increased from six to eight 
men, Two six man teams, a "heavy team", may be employed in the same area. The 199th 
Inf Bde normally employs four six man teams in the same general area, A typical 
reconnaissance/surveillance mission lasts from three to five days. In the Americal 
DiviSion, when teams are given deep reconnaissance missions or are placed into 
suspected enemy concentrations, the missions are of one day duration. Ordinarily, 
50% of the unit rest and make preparations for future missions while the remainder 
are deployed, 
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Teams are employed under division control, often with the Air Cavalry Troop, and 
are also placed in direct support of brigades. In either event, they work directly 
under the supervision of the ranger platoon headquarters which is located at the 
tactical operations center of the unit supported. The ranger platoon leader is 
responsible for planning ass1gned missions, cons1stent w1th the requirements of the 
tact1cal commander, and prepar1ng, employing and debriefing the teams. 

(U) TEAM ORGANIZATION (U) 

As indicated, the patrol teams are built around the basic six man team. The designated 
team leader organizes his patrol normally w1th an ass1stant.team leader, two or 
three scouts and a med1c/rad10telephone operator (RTO). The team size var1es w1th 
the m1ss10n requirements and the ava11ab11ity of. personnel, w1th four be1ng the 
min1mum prudent number. When a "heavy team" 1s formed, one of the two team leaders 
is designated as the "heavy" patrol team leader. The team leader may carry the 
command radio, and the RTO carries the rad10 used for artillery fire requests. Kit 
Carson Scouts often act as p01nt men, and in the case of the 4th Infantry Div1sion, 
Montagnard scouts are used. The Americal D1vision has six ARVN personnel who are 
Recondo School trained scouts that work with the rangers. Snipers are assigned to 
the 25th Infantry Div1sion ranger teams • 

. (C) EQUIPMENT USED (U) 

In addition to the weapons and individual equipment carried by an infantry rifle 
squad member, the teams are equipped according to type and expected duration of the 
mission assigned. Combat patrols ordinarily require heavier armament than recon­
naissance patrols and require the addition of one M-60 machine gun, four to eight 
claymore mines and a varying number of fragmentation grenades. Smoke, white 
phosphorous and CS grenades are also carried. Mini-grenades are used if available. 
PRC-25, PRC-77, PRC-74(AM) and URC-l0 (VHF-UHF) are the radios commonly used. Sig­
naling items, such as panels, mirrors, pen flares and strobe lights are essential. 
An aid kit is carried. The protective mask is carried because the use of CS is 
often necessary to break enemy contact and facilitate escape and evasion. Snipers 
use the XM-21 sniper rifle with scope and the AN/PVS-2 starlight scope. 

It becomes readily apparent that when food, water, ponchos, extra batte~ies, extra 
handsets, compasses, SOl's, extra clothing, sling rope with snap links, ammunition 
and any other personal items are added, mob11ity is sacrificed. Re-supply ordinar­
ily is questionable because of possible compromise of the teaml therefore, self 
sufficiency is often mandatory. In the dry season, when availability of water 1s 
&UCtful, sufficient water must be carried, thus adding to the load of the team. 
Patrol teams must be carefully inspected prior to insertion to insure the team has 
the mission essential equipment prescribed. The inspection should include a check 
for cigarettes, reading matter, commercial radios and other material that may 
compromise the team '.8 position or contribute to ina t tenti veness. 
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(c) TEAM INSERTION (U) 

Patrol teau lI&y be inaerted by helicopters, aurface vehicles, walk in or by the use 
of stay behind techniqu8. The helicopter 1a th. priary .eans used by all units. 
For all mis8ions, a reconnaissance of the patrol'8 AO ahould be accomplished by the 
platoon and patrol leaders. Th. reconnaissance should take place within 24 hours of 
the planned insertion, normally with the actual ina.rtion helicopter on a one-tiae 
fly by. Selection ot the operational anas and. LZ'. are finalilSad after the recon­
naisaance. During the actual inaertion, two or three fals. insertions may b. ude. 
The sequence of insertions la determined by the terrain and helicopter litt capabil­
ity. 

Iaaadiately upon iDaertion, the t~a .oveS to a .ecure p~it1on and establlahes 
co .. unication with ranger operations headquarters. Since AM radios require antennas 
which are difficult to erect in emergencies, every attempt is made to establish FM 
radio communicationsi The URC-l0 provides thecapabil1ty for establishing emergency 
radio communications if both the AM and FM radios fail. COJllDlunica tions must be 
quickly established to exploit any intelligenoe information obtained and to protect 
the team. 
NVA/VC reconnalaaance forces have developed an agsre .. iye warning system to counter 
heliborne operational For example, in the 101at Airborne Division (AM) AO, the 
enelQ' ellploya LZ and trail "watchers". The ..... tc.bar" attellpta to inflict casual ties 
to halt or slow tha teaa, than 80es to his base and returns w1 th a larger force. or 
the "watcher" -1 iaaediatel.y 80 to his baae 0&IIp and return with a larger force in 
an atteapt to surround the teu. In either ca.e, if contact is established, the 
actions of the t •• depend on the size and location of the enemy force I If the enemy 
force is larger and separated frOll the ranger team qy-a good dlatance, the team, after 
report1Dc the eDellY location, attellptll to de.troy it with artillery or air strikes. 
If the force i8 larger and olose, the teaa repprts it. location and avoids contact 
until such ti.e that supporting fires can be brousht to bear on the force. If the 
force is of equal size or sJl&ller, the teu aay ensage if oonsistent with the misaion, 
or use the above methods as appropriate. 

(C) . RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS (U) 

Area Surveillancel Bet».U88 of ita UDUllually large AO, the 4th Inf Div usually 
e.ploya rancer t .... in a long range reconnaiaaance/aurveillanoa role. Teame are 
inserted into uninhabitad jungle covered areas with the ais.ion of aaintaining 
surveillance over likely avenues of enemy approaoh. Their ability to aooomplish 
this aission and their overall value to the division were proven on 12 Oot 69,when 
elements of the 24th NVA Regt began moving .atward fro. base areas toward the MSR, 
Highway QL 19. The rangers detected the enemy pre •• noe and directed continuous 
artillery and air strikes on the enemy. Thla diaorsanimed the enemy force and 
allowed sufficient tue for a US aechanizad infantry battalion to move into the area. 
The battalion waa able to attain aurprise and in a aeries of contacts killed over 
100 enemy in add~tion to preempting the NVA/VC offense aimed at interdicting the MER. 

Trail watchl The NVA/Ve expend a great deal af time and effort eatabliahing major 
trails. Coverage of the trails by trail watoh %anger teaaa haa produced significant 
results as illustrated by the following 1at Cav Div (AM) operation. Ranger patrol 45 
was inserted in the Phuoc Long Province on J Nov 69. While JIOving throU!h the area, 
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the t.a. found a heavily used trail. They selected a Position that.permitted thea 
to observe aoveaent on the trail. In the late aft.rnoon, the t ... spotted 24 
individuals, heavily armed and carrying encased 10.,.. rocket rounda. The patrol 
lead.r requeated an LOH scout and gunship t.... UPon arrival on station, the Bcout 
team found that the eneJay force had increased to 40-50. As additional enemy sightinga 
were Dad., the patrol l_der requested aerial rock.t artillery and adJWlted artillery 
fire into the ar.a of the enemy aighting. Th. five hour. of oonstant ensageaent 
resulted in 50 NYA KIA. The ranger team re.ined in the area and continued to adJWlt 
artillery fir. on auapected eneay locationa. At 0436 the next aomins, the patrol 
observ.d groups of NYA aoving out of the ar.a.e&rr7ing their wounded. At 0657 hours, 
the patrol ens-gad two individuals with organic weapona result ins in 1 NYA KIA. 
Heavy moveaent Da det.cted around the team. The teu was extracted about mid­
morning under a h_vy volume of fire. Subaequ.nt intellipnce rev_led that ranger 
patrol 45 had been responsible for breaking up a planned attaok on a fire aupport 
base and .had played a key role in the destruction of significant numb.rs of the enemy. 

(C) COMBAT PATROLS (U) 

Ambush Operational As the enellY capability and preseno. in an area ot op.ration 
declines, combat patrol missiona become aore appropriate and f.aaible. For .xampl., 
in the 25th Inf Div AD, the NYA/VC units are currently employing small foroea tor 
movement to target areaa and have b.ooae skilled at avoiding areaa where large US 
or FVMAF el ... nta are op.rating. Consequ.ntly, ranser t .... are being uaed in a 
lIor. agsreaa1v. role to interdict the moveaent of the amall si ••• n.B7 forcea. Stay 
behind patrols, dropped during the aweep of an area, have established aucceaaf'ul 
ambushea at susp.cted enemy river crossing sites or mountain crossing routes. 

On 12 Nov 69, a raqer teu 11&15 inserted by Navy patrol boats. The t8&lI locat.d a 
likely river crosaing area and an aabush was set. At approxi .. tely 214.5 hours, 
the teu obaerved an eatimated ten enell7. When the en.~ caa. within the kill 
zone of the ubuah, the team engaged. There wer. no fri.ndly casual ti •• and ten 
enemy w.re killed. 

Prisoner Snatchl On 18 Oct, the 3d Bda, 82d Airborne Div's Ranger Patrols 14 and 1.5 
were taken into the company CP area of a unit about to displace. The patrols dis­
placed to tbe nearby brush line and concealed the ... l ve.. Vi thin two hour. after 
the company aoved out, two VC .nt.red the abandoned co.,.ny poSition. Both indivi­
duals were captured and later provided valuable intelligence information. 

(C) TEAM EXTRACTION (U) 

The noraal means of extraction is by helicopter, although any of the methods used 
for insertion may also be used for .xtraction. Ranger te&JIS are .xtracted either on 
the scheduled day of the r.turn or during eaergenci •• r.sulting from enemy actions. 
Emergency extraction normally results when the team's location is compromised, when 

J necessary to evacuate wounded t.am members, or when team personnel can no longer 
sustain th .... lves in the fi.ld. During periods of poor ,,-ther, aircratt .upport 
is frequ.ntly not availabl., correspondingly this hampers insertion and extraction, 
Bometiaes dictating the teama stay in the field being ext.nded. 
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(U) CONCLUSION (U) 

The ranger patrols provide a valuable agency to the commander for obtaining informa­
tion about the enemy. These highly trained six man patrol teams are equipped for 
independent operations and are normally inserted in their AO by helicopter. Two 
broad missions are performed by the rangers I Reconnaissance patrols which include 
area surveillance and trail watch, and combat patrols, conSisting of ambush opera­
tions and prisoner snatches. Extraction by helicopter 1s sometimes hampered by 
poor ')feather. 

Commanders and staffs, aware of the capabilities and limitations of the ranger 
patrols, have benefited by use of the timely and accurate information about enemy 
movements, dispositions and activity which these courageous and dedicated infantry 
soldiers have provided. 

FOR THE COMMANDER I 
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