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SUBJF..GT: Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCl) Newsletter 11 

SEE DIST~IBUTION 

1. Forwarded for your information is the eleventh newsletter. concerning. 
the VC political infrastructu~e. Its purpose is to provide the intelli­
p,ence community with the latest trends, capabilities, and vUlnerabilities 
of the VCr. The ultimate goal is more effective a:-,d timely identification 
and neutraiization oft~e enemy's -infrastructure. 

2. This'issue supplements the.GVN versi~n of An~ex F to the BIG MACK 
Inte.lligence Collection' Program, which is to be promulgated. It. 

· provides mission statements and de'scriptions of each VCI functional 
· element as listed in the Vietnamese version. 

·3· Subsequent newsletters will be published as l1ew infonnation, trends, 
and developnents warrant. Comments and additional information pertaining 

· to' the newsletters should be submitted to HQ MACV J2,ATTN: MACJ233 • 
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TiiIS HEJiSLi:TTlill SfLCIFlCALLY DEFI!'ITS 'l'Ill!: VARIOUS FU1~C'l'Io!-1AL ELJ~:I:lf.!'n'S OF 
.T;~ VET CCihG IIlFAA3TRi.iCTURE. l1.LTHUUGH TBE. DEFUUr,IONS 01<' SOI,L OF' THL3E 
LL!-.i ll~S IiAVE A1Jf'EARr~D IN .PHEVIOUS N1WSLETTERS" I.E., CICV NE\}SLETTLRS #1 
J;.r:D #10, TilE H:FORl!lATION COl-:TAINLD IN THIS STUDY FARALJ~U..s THAT ld:{lCH IS 
FCo'JKD IN SHE VIETNAHESE VERSION OF ANl-lFX F' TO THE EIG I/~CK II~'mLLIGBNCE 
Cl:l.lr.CTION l;ROGRAE. ·THIS STUDY IS INJ;.ENDE:D PRHiARILY FOR THE, FIE-ill UEl·:EI;'J.'S 
AT THE l"IWVU!CE UTI.;LLIG1:.NCE .01JERATI01!S COOHDJNATIKG C~l{l'E.R (PIOCC) AND 
JI.3TRICT II\TELLIGE~!CEOPERATIO:'lS COORDINATIHG CINT1R (DIOCC) LEVI LS. 
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VCl, l'll!.'WSLETrr~R #11: VCI FUNCTIONAL ELJj:MENT DESCRIPTION 

1. PEOPLE'S REVOL~rIONARY p (PRP) • 

A. PRP Echelon Executive Co~ittee. 

1. The Party Executive Committee is,the principal Party management. 
organ. It is responsible for all VC military and political activ~ty at 
every"echelon. The committee is composed ora secretary, deputy secretary 
(or secretaries)~ and members who are usually chiefs of i~portant functional 
sec't-ions. 'l'he committee secretary is normall;y· the senior member of the 
Current Affairs'Committee at his echelon. The province-level Committee 
Secretary also serves as a member of the Region Party Committee. The deputy 
secretary may, be the chairman of the NLF Committee if one exists at his 
echelon. , 

2. The Central Executive 90mmittee (so-called ~t COSVN) meets 
peri'odicallyto make broad policy deci·sions. The Region Party Committee 
interprets the broad COSvN policy de~isions in terms of regionai differences 
or special requirements, passing a somewhat modified or mi.ssion-type . 
directi ve to provinces .for action. . The Province Committee formulates 

,.s.pecific directives for implementing COSVN policies. The District Committee 
translates these directives into" sped fie' actions; thus , it is th¢'''iffifis':'-' 
pensahle link between C08VN, th'e, Region and Province ComIIli ttee~, and the 
villages. The Village Committee, executes orders received from the District 
Commi ttee, 'and exercises final aU"~hori ty over use of village guerrillas. ' 
The Village Committee Secretary usually attends MilitarY Affairs 'Section 
meetings, and he may concurrently serve as Chief of the Forward Supply 
Council. All Party Executive Committees report to the' Party Executive 

.) .. ' 
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~J 

-------Commrtteeat-tl:le next-l:lrgner ecnelon-~~'--.----;'- ..... --. ---- ....----------------~-~-.~-.---.-.. ---.-'----.. - .. --
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~'. Current.-Af.:cai-rs-Commi-ttee .• --'l'hi;:;-commi-ttee-conduct s-·the·-day-t-o-day 
business of the Party. It is composed of the elite of the Party 'l~xecuti ve 
Committee and is usually headed by the secretary of the committee. The 
Current Af~airs Committee is usuB.lly a small group. At dis.trict level and 
belOW, it consists of about three members. At province and region levels 
it,usually has five to nine members, and the COSVN Current Affairs Committee 
has 11 members. 

C., Security Section. 

1. This section performs int'elligence colle'ction, counterintelligence, 
internal secuz:i ty, and police' and judici'ary functions. To carry out i t.s re­
sponsibilities, it has an extensive network of agents both within and outside 
of VC~controlled areas.' In VC-controlled areas it has a secret informer in 
each hamlet, 'and in GVN-controlled or contested areas 'it maintains resident 

, . \ 

agents and other clandestine operatives~ ~t district level, this section 
.\ 
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investigates enemy intelligence aC,tivi ties and prepares dossiers qri GVH civil 
servants; military personnel, and "reactiona:ry-" residents. It also maintains 
files on district residents who work for the GVN outside of the district, and 
in Ii berated areas. it maintains, jails. . The court and detention 'system admin-' 
istered by this section in' VC-.controlled areas meets the essential police 
needs of' acommuriity. However, in'practice' ~he court and detention system 
concerns itself mostly with the suppression of opposition and political 
deviation rather than with resolving civil disputes. 'This se,ction r.eports 
directly to' the Security Section at the next higher, echelon. Although ,it 

'generally coordinates i ts activities with the Party' 'Co11!lnittee at the same 
echelon, the Security Section is the only organizational element which may 
by-pass the iocal Party Committ,ee in reporting,to higller echelons. At COSVN 
level the 'following filiictionalsubsections have been reported: 

a. The Administration Subsection provides administrative support. 

b. The Internal Security (Political Prot.ection) Subsection rer forms 
counterintelligence runctions. It has two subordinate elements: the Recon­
naissance Element, which is responsible for countering Allied "raids" into 
VC-controlled areas, primarily by developing and disseminating intelligence 
about the raiding forces so that other VC units can take .action against them; 
and the Judicial Element (People's Courts), which administers permanent court~ 
'in VC-controlled areas. ' 

c. The Research (Espionage/Intellfgence) Subsection prepares 
+Rrged documentation for individuals. It also prepares ffocurnentscontaining 
fAlse and misleading'information which are intended for discovery by Allied 
intelligence agencies. 

! d. The School Subsection at COS'yi~ and Region level conducts 
internal security and intelligenc'e training ,for the Security SectioI) .• 

,. ' 

"'-~'~-e-;' The Commo/Liaison Subsection 'provides the Security Section 
Vfi th its own trans'portation, message transmission, :a.nd interpersonnel contact, 
capabili ty. 

, f. The Inter;ogatiqn/Detention (PW Camps/Jails) SUbsectip'n exploits 
prisoners and administers j ails and PW camps. 

g. The Guard (Public 'Order) Unit provides security for high-level 
security sections. 

h. The Organic Mobile Unit (Border Defense Public Security Uni~) 
provides border surveillance for the COSVN Security ,8ection. " ' 

L ' 'l'he Logistics Subsection and Product,ion Subsection provide 
logistical support for the Security Section. 
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2. At region level arId below, the :3ecuri ty ~;ection may consist of 
only four major subsections. 

a. 'Ehe Aclministrati ve ::5ubsection may include an office staff, a 
f,uo.rd element, a traininr. elenent, ,a c011Urlunications element, and a ,conuno-liaison 
el~ment . 

b. 'l.'he Political. Protection ,;;uosection l.!ay inclutle an investigation' 
element, an internal sec1:.lrity elenent, and a reconnaissance element. 

c. The Espionage Subsection may include a. res'earcl< element, a 
cOI:':;J,>-liaison elenrent, all intelliGence element, e, secret ~L~_C'l~~_~Y ___ c-:l:~n:Srl_~,_a!!~ 
an armed reconnaissance "eTement-.-Trlp.arme-d reccnnaissC!,r..ct::: element is reSI'on­
sible for Kidnapping or assassinatlnG Security 3ection tar[';E:ts in GVf.i-controlled 
areas, for cal'turin(,:: documeuts, and for r.erforminr; acts of sab9tar;e agai.ns t GVli 
and J\llieti intellil3ence and security installations._ 

d. _ The Ler,a1 Affairs Suusection nay incluac a"--l Lnterro~aU.on 
element, a jail element, and a Gua~d element. 

D., Inv!=stigation Sectioll. This section is respons ible for investigatiuG 
Party memb'ers who have been accused of' deviatinr, from ?arty ideolof,Y. 

,1. . ,This sectiop is responsible 'for creating, and inducing people to 
JOln, the mass HF'LSVIJ-a-ffiliated associations which are ore.;anized alonf': common­
interest lines - (occupation "reli r;ion, ethnic- group) . l~ven after an, association 
has been created,and nominally comes under the authority of the NFLSVN, the 
Civilian Proselyting Section continues to recruit members fori t. It also 
recruits personnel for enemy military. forces. 'This section is'so~~ti;;es; 
referred to as the "Front Sec.tion" because of i ts involv~ment in creating 
F'ront associations., 

2. 'Ehis section has nine' subsections at COS~j level. As with all 
other sectiolls, subsections decrease in number and specialization as the 

. echelons descend. .'The Message Subsection, sometimes referred to 'as the lleao.-. 
quarters or Correspondence Subsection, handles th~ administrative functions. 
There ar·e 'ei~ht SUbsections for' proselytine; among the various exploitable 
groups: the Religious, 'Workers', Chinese, Homen's, Farmers', Youth, Ethnic 
Groups, and ~ntellec::tu.al/Niscellaneous Prose.lyting'Subsections/. 

" 

3. The Civl),ian Proselyting Sr:;c1;.ion is responsible to the Party 
Executive Committee at 'the same echelon and to the:Civilian Proselyting 
Section at the next ·higher echelon. 
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F . Military-ProselytinG 'Section_, 'l'he mission of this section is to induce Vietnamese and Allied troops and GVN officia~s to defect. ~he I?ptimwn aim ,is' to yin over an ARVN soldier or GVN official and recruit him in place as on 'agent to provide information to the Party, 1,lembers of .this section make direct approaches to ARVN personnel ond GVN officials' through-family arrangments; or attempt to have the family. influence the defection. This section attempts to infiltrate intelligence agents into the ~ili tary and~ civilian agencies. It' also indoctrinates Pl..Js and defec-' tors'. It reports to tpe Par.ty Executi ire Commit tee' at the sCll'Il:e echelon and to the Military Proselyting Secti'ol1 at the next. higher .. level. At CORVN level, this section is composed of seven subsectiol?s. 

1. The Propaganda Subsection provides technical support to the section. It has five elements: Photo, Press, Information, Leaflet, and Book Elements. 

2. ,'l'he Training Subsection provides training aids andother.iri­structional services for the section. . It· has two elements: the ~)chool Ele­ment- and the Documents Element. 

3. The Prisoner of War Subsection is charged with indoctrinating­and winning the.support of'GVN and Allied PWs. It supervises such activi­ties as inducing prisoners to make- self-incriminating statements, to pub­licly denounce counterinsurgency op-erations as crimes against the people, and to participate in other types of propaganda acti vi tie,s. 

4. The Administration Subsection provides administrative and logis- . ticalsupport.- ,The following eight elements are subo!dinate to this nuh­section: Secretarial, Finance, Liaison, Transportation, Mess, Cadre Pro-tection,-Medical,-and Securi·ty·.·--~- . __ ._. . . .. _-_. __ .-_.---

5. The Fifth Column Subsec'tion supervises the recruiting of fifth columnists of VC supporters wi thinGVN-.controlled area.s. The Urban Element, " . ",,'''. ..." '. !.. - , . Rural Element, and Enemy-Installations Element c,are s-ubordinate to this sub-section. .-' -

6.,' The Research Sub!:iection analyzes performance and plans 'operations for the Military Proselyting Section •. The three elements of tois subsection are Report~ and Analysis, Enemy Installations; and Directive 'Writing. 

7. The Organization Subsection is responsible for maintaininp; the personnel reqords of Party members serving in the section -~d providing a ,)"Party" line of control which paral-lels the' administrati ve line of control '. wi thin -the s ecti on. 
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1. 'l'he mission of this' section is to develop and disseminate" highty 
refined propaganda.' In addition to the direct propa.e;anda, it provides for 
civilian schools in VC-controlled territory to include 'teachers and textbooks 
and conducts cultural improvement programs. Ita,lso conp.ucts entertainment, 
both 'movies and live shows, and forms clubs. 'rhissection' s acti vi ties, 
particularly the schools and entertainment, are viewed:as a normal part of 
communi ty services usually provided by a civil government .'l'he section 
produces leaflets and posters and distrlbut,es books. '1:r;e Propaganda/Indoc­
trination/Culture (PIC) Section Is subordinate to the PRP Conunittee at:i:ts 
echelon and~hElPIC Section at tqe next higher echelon •. 

2. At COSVN level,thcreare 16 subsections subordinate to this 
section. Logistical and, technical support is prcvided by the Administration 
Subsection, the Power· Plant r;lement, the Medical )3ubsection, the Sr.~curi ty 
Squad,and the Communications Subsection .. The Liueration Radio 'Station 
broadcasts propaganda. The Fropaganda (People/Culture) Subs€!cti<?n_plans 
pro"paganda campaigns around cultural improvement programs. It specializes 
in indirect, subtle forms of propaganda rather than the direct approach. 
'l'he Foreign Relations Subsection, at COSV1~ level, handles propaganda des ig!1~;d 
to influence foreign opinion. The Ps~,rwar/EntertainIllent Subsection plans the· 
content of, produces, and prese~fs entertainment to bothmili tary units and, 
Ci vilian residents of villag,es and hamlets'. The Indoctrinaticm (Training) 

, Subse,ction plans and manaees direct propaganda effort3, such as speeches, 
village meetings, and the like. The Political (p~ty) School conducts 
classes in Harxism-Leninism, M~sm, and revolutionary ideology ,for Party 
members, candidates, and prospective members" The Newspaper Subsection is 
responsible .for e;athering ne,,:",s items pertaining to local, national, and 
int~rnationOJ. Communist affairs and editing or rewriting thelJl as required 
to conform toVc l:l9~J.i c:y~~~.'J1Le sJlQs~e~c~timLPJJ.b_li s hes~bulletins~_and-sma.ll 

-- newspaper-s'~~fO:~~Tocal consunption .,The Motion Picture Subsection t.ravels 
'from place' to ~place with tne' Psy .. ra.r lCntertainment Subsection to showmovi~s 
'Of US, PWs, of VC victories, and ,similar subjects. '.:.'he Press (Information) 
Agency is fouri~ only at C03VN level and in 'some of' the .r.~gions. It dis-

. seminates information on VC vi(~tories for national .and international con­
sumption and for use at the Paris peace talks •. The Printing Subsection 
responds to n~eds of the Psywar/Entertainment, Propaganda., and Newspaper 
Subse-ctions for· .leaflets, bulletins, and layout work ~ The Printshop Element' 
and Photo-OffsetPrin~ing 'Element are subordinate to this subsection. The 
Education Subsection provides administrative and technical support for the 
VC school system,. The subsectiOn obtains' textbooks,' teaclters, and school 
room space and forces all of the. school-age. children in VC-controlled vil­
lages to', attend classes. 

H. Finance and Economy Section. 'rhis section' prepares the annual bu~get 
,for approval by the. Executive Committee. At region level it determines the 
tax rate; a:t province ,level it levies tax quotas on the districts, which in' 
turn determine the amo~ .. 4 to be collected from each village. The district 
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and village levels supervise tax collection. In addition to'collectinf, money 
and food,. this section supervise's the allo.catio,n, ,of food and war materiel. ' 
Hond pror,rams, fund drives, and borrowing, schemes are manaeed by this section. 
It may also man~!= local VC business establis~-ents. It operates small war 
materiel manufacturine; centers and food production units. l'his section 
reports to the Party Committee, at the same echelon and to the Finance and' 
';~conomy Section at the next higher echelon. 'There are eight subsections 
in this section at COSVN level. 

1. The Aciministratlve Subsection TJerforms t:;E: o~ficc manap;ement, and 
" ( 

secretarial functio.l}.3 for the sect,:i,!6n. 

r, 2'. The Finance and Statisti·cs SUDsection:r:i?vides the ,accountinG 
eXf~~rtise:'" ... 

3. Thp. Currency SUbsecti'on, at CUS'r'1 level, is responsible for­
foreidn currency transactions, including acquisi'tion and distriov.tion. 

4. The Food Supply and Storage Suosection is responsible for storinF; 
food and for creatinG and assuring the safety of the' caches. This subsection, 
iG often un.der the operational control of the Forward Supply Council. 

'5.,' The Trade (Commerce ) Subsection oversees commercial trade in its 
ar0a. It selects sites for tax collectign points and. :regula'te';' the, flow. of 
goods into and out of VC-controlled areas. 

6 .. The Production Subsection produces fdod anil mat'erie,! for use by 
Local Forces, guerrillas, and members of. the VCI organizations. 

7. ,The Transportation Subsection is responsible for the movement of, 
goods. It plans the routes and schedules the time for moves. Porters , ',:ho 
are )..lsed to move the goods, are us-milly supplied by other agencies,' such as 
the Forward Supply Council and th~ Liberation Youth Association. 

8. The School Subsection conducts training in the special business 
and mechanical sl:cills required bi Finance '- Economy personnel. 

1. Medical (Public Health) Section. .This section establishes and ·main­
tains hospitals, dispensaries" and medical service" teams at all echelons. .As 
'part of the "VC governmental organization ,'1 it is responsi:-9-.1:e for providing a 
semblance of public medical'service in each VC-controlledhamlet. This section 
spends much t~me treating military casualties. There are eight subsections 
·in the~edical Section at COSVNlevel. ' 

\ 

1. The Administration Subsection keeps medical records and charts,. 
logs patients in and out of hospitals, maintains supPly leyels, and assures 
an adequate level of medical personnel. 
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2. The Haspital and Dispensary SUbsectian isrespansible far physical 
anti technical supI\art .of medical, plant facq.i t~es. It .obtains p~aper sites, 
builds shelters, issues supplies, and perfarms rautine haspital administrative 
duties. 

3. ,'l'he Pharmaceutical f:ubsectian .obtains drugs and medical supplies 
thrau&h praductian .or via the black m~ket for distribution by the sectian.· 

_ 4. The Medical Educatian Subsectian pravides 
.oral lecturesta aidmen, technicia.'1s, and nurses. It 

printed infarmatian arid 
alsa pravides gener~l 

backup far the ~litary'and civil health subs~ctio!1s. _"_~'~"_'~"," 
~ ~ - -~~"~-----.--

5. The Military Health Subsectian insures that hygiene and sanita.tioc: 
pra~rams a~e initiated and fallawed within the armed farces. 

6. 'l'he Civil lieal"thSUDsectian specializes hi preventative medicine 
and sanitation pragrams in VC-cantrolled areas. 

7. The Printing Subsectian praduces printed material an medical 
,tapics far use by the papulace ill1der VC cantrol as well as by members .of the 
VC military and pali tical arganizatian~s. 

I 
B. ~'he Pratectian Subsection pravides'physical security far the 

l"iedical Sectian. 

J. Organizatian Sectian. This sectian keeps detailed recards of aJ.l VC 
p'ersannel ~ especially Party members" in each echelon; it is the .only pla.ce 
where lists .of allarganizatians and persannel are kept. It is also aW8.re 
.01' wha halds what pasi tian. Because it .is a Cammunist Party arga.nizatio::, it 
~.Il:s. ,-t;11~.E1ddi ticm~l. J:'esponsibi.lt ty of maihtaining Pa~ty discipline. It prepires 
effi ciency reparts and makes recannnendatians ta the Current Affairs Cor:",d t tee 
regar.dinG manpawer needs and' cadre qualifications . It is responsible 'for 
develaping new Party chapter9'" and when a Liberatian Canuni ttee ,is ta be creatt'!d, 
this sectian judges the candidates I credentials by Party stanq.ards. There m'e 
fi ve subardinate subsectians narmally faund .only; at cosVi~ level. 

I .". l 

1.' The Carrespahdence Subsection receives reparts and handles 
- a,dministrati ve functians and -carrespandence. '. 

2. "The Persanal Affairs Subsection pravides faad, supplies, allo\>i­
ances, and clathing far persannel within the section. 

" 

3. 'fhe Plans and Palicie.s Subsection drafts palicies cancerning 
palitica~ cadre. It includes assignment, pramatia~, and reward palicies. 

l~. The, Party Canstructian 3ubsect,ian is tasked with creating and 
,expanding Party chapters.' 
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~. . The Cadre Administration Subsection maintains records and statis­
tics on cadre strengths at all echelons and recommends spec.ific promotions and 
disciplinary ~cti9ns . 

K. Forward Support and Reinforcement Section , 'Forward Supply ._Council. ~his 
section mobilizes all material resources (food, weapons, and ammunition) and. 
manpower in its area, of responsibility.. It coordina.tes acti vi ties of Finance 
and. Economy and Military' Rear Servi ce Sec..tions which deal with the supplying 
of mill; tary units .Tt· manages civilian laborers, who .are frequently obtained 
through the effor~s of Front associations to serve as. porters and litter 
bearers.· It manages entry and exi tpoints where supplies are purchased on 
the open market, then cached fOr future distribut'ion. 'l'he council is staffed 

. ,jointly. by civilian persoimei from the Finance/Economy Section and the Security 
Section and by military personnel from the Rear Service Se~tion. ~'he council 
reports to ,the Party c;oT@litt'ee at the same .echelon and to tl:E! F()r",ard Supply. 
Council at the next higher echelon. 'rwo SUbsections are normally subordinate 
to the council. 

1. The Assault Youth SUb.section organizes Assault (or Vanguard) Youtu 
Groups in support of military operations. They usually serve as porters and 
litter bearers. 

2. The Civilian Labor Subsection organi zes construc·tiOn of spike pits, 
trenches, tunnels, and other combat fortifications. 

L. .ci tyAffairs Section ,Spe'cial Action Unit,. This s'ection organizes _ 
propaganda, pros~lytirig, intel.ligence collection, and terrorist acti vi ties 
within major cities. l;t exists where a complete infrastructure. organization 
has not been or cannot be developed. 

M. Administrative (Party Office) Section. This section provides admin­
istrative support' to the Current Affairs Committee. It receives and revie'13 
reports from subordinate echelon agencies and distributes them to the ap­
propriate people .. It has two-s'\1bsections. 

L The Credentials Subsection produces Party' ID membership card:::. 

2. The Correspondence and Radio Comm':llicat·tons Subsection receives 
and transmits messages for the COSVN Administrative ':Sectibn~ ....... --;;~;;;: ... . 

N. Base Area 'Protection Element (70th Guard RegimentJ. This element 
provides protection for COSVN Headquarters. 

I 4-, 
O. Base Section (Worksi te or Production i:?ection). This section grows 

food to support VC cadre and produces or ~aintains weapons and ammunition: 
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P. Political ;3,trugtr,le [Zection. ~'.i,l~;S section i nci tes and lead;~ 
"spontan'eOus"- anti-GVi~ '-anu-~ti':'US- demonstrations. At the villar;e level, 
this section coordinates with .the pro~;elyting secti,ons) propae;andd and 
.training sections) and mass a.sso'dati"oris. . 

A. IH'LSVH, (Hational Front ,for tl~e Liberation of South Vi etneun.) 'I'Le 
HFLSVil is the~'VC orgarli zai1o.n-alcont-act '..,1 th th-;' popular :nasses-,~oth i 71-

c~)Untry and world-wide. Thus, thoUi,:;i: there is some ret)resents,tion, in the 
form of a central committee at each' echelon, the }ronthas operationaJ. 
wli ts only at village/hrunlet' ,and the.national levels, '",here' its contacts 

'."a'-r'e' made . Designed to put ever~r Vietnamese c'i ti zero in t<?ucll .... ri tll ti:c 'true 
revolution of the oppressed masses," the Front organiies associations far • 
all categories of people; thus, it creates the iJr:press:on tiiat i. t represents 
"the people "II Act i.fall~·, trie' 'frol1 t lias <ins'o} ute IS-no G.lit.h-ori t~/ TI1deperic.i :~~l t ' 
of the PRP. ' It merely acts in the Farty I s name in an attempt to maiftain 
an aura of legality for the Party'~; acti \;i-ties. 

1. '~he Front Central Committee," 'i'ne ~~FJ,SV'I is represente,'l'lt 
each echelon by a Front Committee. Ill; co:::vn ,level, t.his conuni ttee ,acti vel,'''­
solid ts world favor lJy endorsi!1{; pro}1aganda. ir. its name and c-'Y ~rc\[idin;:; 
relJrescntaticin at "procressi ve:' int~rnational r:ati;erings and at the Fay-is 

'peace talks., At the villa8e/h,am),et level, Lhe masses come into daily COl1'7' 

tact with the Front and are rarely -aware that other than "Fro~1t II members' 
are involved. in the '''revolutionary stru[~Gle." At all leveJ:s, tax l~eceirts" 
execution ordnrs, p.roclamations, ana any other Party documents for I1utlic 
consumption are always signed and sealed by the' Front representati "C'. 

2. NFLSVN Secretariat. The NFLSVTJ Secretariat is the ex,~cut:!,v,: 

.body of the Front; it consists of appointees from amonG thePraesLiium 
members. At COS'OI level it speaks for the r:FLSVN and pro-fides current 
IJ,uidance down through its own channels. Operational commar,<i [!.~id contro:: 
follow PRP channels. 

3. 'recilnical 3,ections. The :iFLSVN Technical Sections provide 
higher echelons with ,propaganda material and information required ~o sus­
tain the facade of the Front's legitimacy as the people's represe!1tative. 

a.The Information/Culture/Indoctrination Secition, is res­
'" ponsible for providing material upon , ... hich Front propaganda is based. 

b. The Foreign Affairs Liaison Section, conducts foreiv,n, 
relatfons at COSVN level in the name' of the iH'LSVN. 

" 
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E. NFLSVN Mass Associat~~ tOrganiza.tic~:3..J. Othe!., than. PRP, Affil~~.e_C!. ~.th._tE..e - rlF1!?~yr~ f· 
1.' Liberation Youth' Association. As thF: second most important mass organi zation, the Liberatiorl Youth Associati'on implants the gerr.l of Communism in y6ungpeople and supplies t}1e. 'l1anpower pool from which :nQ(;t la:borers? guerrillas, and futu..re Party mem1.ers are drawn, Liberation , Youth m~ be 35 years old, but any lIgood element'below ti.at see of either sex i::f' eligibl'e for, membership. The youUJ aid the Party.in all aspects 'constructing combat villages, proselyting, propagandi zing, carryine; arnrnunition, persuading people to pay taxes,r;olding thcmselves 'up for emulation by the people,' and fighting; 

, -2. Liberation Women's ,Association. The Liberation Women I sAs-sociation is the third mostimpor-t.?:!l:t IjFI/iVi'L. organization. -.Its ,memi..'ership is operita 'a:iiwomen who. a:re not in the Liberation Youth Association. The women sew HFLSVlJ flags, sharpen spHres, prepare food and shelter for tran­sient'VC troops, and participate iq·face-to-face struggles with GVH author-: .ities. These struggles 'rnay take 'the form of a l1ear-rir)t. i,f they are well oreani zed ,and they may be moUnted to demand an~·thing from a decreas'e in rice prices, 'or release of a lJolitically sensitive prisoner, .to.abolitiorl of conscriptiorr: 

3. Liberation Peasant (Farmers ') Association. 'fhe most important Front popular organization is the Liberation Farmers '·Association. Its members include· the village and hamlet communi ty leaders !'J.n,d all of the male lJopulation not involyed in. the Youth Association.' The Farmers' As­sociation Executive Committee is responsiole for direct+ne; most of the communi ty development and production work . .At hamlet level, the committee . chai "rman ~a;)o. be the I~FU;VN chairman as well as the Civilian Proselyting Section Chief. 'l'he chairman. may be a Part;y menber nnd sit on the Party , Executi ve Committee of his_echelon. lie responds to the' orders of ~;he vi 1-lage !)arty secretar.r, whicl1 may require him to perform any duty from per- , suading people to pay their VC taxes to l3athering forced. labor. for dut:y as porters. . 

, 4. The Liberation \Voriers' Associatior:.' 'l'lle IXoerC!:.!ion '\10rkers' Association has been formed to provide a vei-d.cle for organiZing city and' rural workers'who are not farmers or youth. Duties. of {the executive com­mi ttee are oste!)sibly to establish 'labor unions', organize lab.or struge;le movements, :'and create labor _unrest, but efforts have been weaL and only -
i s'poradically successfuL " 

5. :Iine other mass associations affiliated \"i til the IIF'LSVlJ' have, . been identified. 'rhey all seelt .to involve the occupational, religious, ethnic, or solidarity tY,roup, identified by the folloilinf, fl tIes in the Fran t Inovemell t :. '--
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fl.. ~~outh Vietn?J11 Patri"6tic buddList~i' Association. 

b. Hestern Hignlands People's Autonomy ;·10vement. 

c. South Vietnam Liberation PGywar. Entertainment Association. 

d. ,50uthVietnam Patriotic Teachers' Association. 

e. South Vietnrun Patriotic Journo.lis t ASGoc:;ation. 
, 

f. Former Resistance l'.lembers' AS"·s~)ciati0n. 

g. Central Har Invalids' and. iieroes' Association . 

. ',' ·h .... Afro.".Asian. I'.eo.ple's . Soli.n.ariJ,yAssod .. at.ipn. 

i. : Liberation Laborers' Association. 

III. OTHER LIBERATION GROUPS. 

A. Alliance of National Democratic and Peace Forces. "!'he A:.liunce 
of :LJational Democratic and' Peace Forces has been' str'uctured by the Com­
munists for tvro purposes: to serve as a unifyinrc; body to replace the F'ront, 
in conjunction wfth~ elected I'eoples 'Counci Is, in the eventual formulation 

.. Qf a coalition e;overnment ; and to.ser.yea,§.fl.catch-all asso~iation for intel­
lectuals, students , writers, journalists, teachers, . ci vilseryants, vrhi te 
collar workers, businessmen, and.-0ther categories of l'eqplt: living in ur-
ban c:.reas. The movement to fOrID alliances ha.s been '..reak and not:ably un­
successful to date. 'Jlhe national leaders of, the alliance have been trier:. 
and'sentenced to death in absentia, leaving would-be, participants wary. 

-. '. v" . 

. Several legal ,political alli.ances with similar names ~1ave been formed in 
Saigon and elsewhere, ad,ding to the confusion in,names and movement goal::" 

B. feople's Liberation CouncilE..People's Liberation Councils are 
the ;'elected" bodies which the VC are attempting to:create ~s: the van£uard 
of their long-promised establishment of'a legi tim(3.te government. 'As .such , 
the. councils often have replaced the Front committees and have been .admini::,­
tering mass association resources wnerever theyhD.ve been' cr~ated. The 
general procedure is to elect the Lib.er~tion cOlL.'lcils athanlet level. fi :cst. 
These hamlet, cOlIDcil members become delegates to a villace convention and' 
elect·a Villa.e;e Council from among the ham:let delegates. The Village People '~. 
;',lberati.on Council (numberiI)c15' tC!, 35 members, depending upon the size of 
Fit: village) elects the Village- Liberation Commi,tt'ee (see nIC below) from ',. 
':'::long its members. The Village Liberation Coinrni ttee then appo:Lnts each 
., '.l:!llet Liberation Committee from among the'members of the Hamlet Liberation­
,;ouncils. _ Since the P.eople I s Liberation Councils and Cornmi ttees are con­
;.;-.olled by the Party apparatus, they represent another PW attempt to exercise 

lj)ulation control under the Guise of democratic elections of "legitimate': 
"'11 p;ovcrnmen t . ,-
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C;. people's Liberation Committees . .' Directives from _COSVN clearly state 
that the People's Liberation Committee mission is to intensify the well­
known three-pronged attack: ' the military struggle, the political struggle, 
and military' proselytIng. The various standing conuni ttee branches' Csecuri ty, 
mili tary affairs, finance and economy, information, and civil affairs) w1,ll 
generally beheaded,by.the Party members who are already heads of these 

-sections in the PRP organization. Normally, basic policies '¥ill continue 
to' be made by PRP members' who' will (obtain 'II approval" for the policies from 
. ..- I ". 

the Liberation Council which will then, have the policies implemented by 
the Liberation Committee. ' Guidance from rEP experts will be 'offered" to 
Liberation Committee members at every echelon. Liberation CounciJ.,s and 
Cc:ru:,i ttees ha.ve been formed sparsely at region through district level and 

'h,cavily at village and hamlet ,level. 
-- --~-----. - -- .. _----- -----_ .. _-"-- --- '--. -_. "-'- ._ .. --- -- ... -. --... _ .. _---_ ..... _. 
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