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ma&Bi c;;.c;IAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

.THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WAIIHINGITCIN zs, D. c. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE · ·~. 
WASHINGTON ·· 

CONFIDENTIAL 

December lJ 1964 

FE - Mr. Bundy 

S/VN Mr. Forrestal .Mi' 
S/VN Thomas. J. Corcoran ~ 

" 

Letter from Paul Devinat 

There is attached a letter which I received 
·from Paul Devinat transmitting a letter from 
Beauvais giving the background on Sihanouk 1 s 
invitation to Tran Van Huu to the "four power 
conference·" • 

Enclosure: 
Translations of 
two letters. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 
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TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH -

Dear Sir: 

The Carlyle 
Madison Ave. at 76th St. 
New York 21, N .• Y. · 

24 November 196l~. 

The attached letter from the persona~ collaborator 

of Tran Van Huu which I found at my arrival j:n Ne\•.J York 

will permit you better to understand the position.of 

the latter. 

l\1r. Beauvais, its author, is a former French Adminis­

trator, who was a member of the President's cabinet (Presi­

dent Tran Van Huu) • 

I am going to have a talk with the latter (Tran Van 

Huu) upon my return. If he decides to accept Prince 

Sihanouk 1 s invitation it will be without committing 

himself and without apy other intention than gathering 

information. ·On the other hand, ·I am concerned about 

the attitude of the Cao Dai Pope Ho Tan Khoa. 

The President's influence has up to now delayed his 

action. If the latter does start acting that will add to 

the general confusion. 

I would like you to establish informal contact with 

.Tran Van Huu, possibly to advise him •. Since Brady has 

already met him perhaps he could continue to see him. 
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Excuse me for involving myself in something which is 

none of my business, at .least apparently. Because who . 

is·not interested.in the Vietnamese.drama. 

I thank you for your welcome and ask you to remember 

rne to Mr. Bundy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul Devinat 

My address in Paris is 9 Place du President Mithouard 

Paris 7. 



. TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH :_ · · 

Mr. Minister: 

November 19, 1964 
11 p.m. 

I am sorry to trouble your stayin the States. But 

perhaps it is important that you should be informed of 

the latest news from Phnom Penh while you are still there. 

Yesterday.,. Wednesday the 18th, the President received a 

visit from the Cambodian Ambassador in Paris·who had come 

to deliver a message from "his Prince"~ The gist of 

the message: "I refer, said Sihanouk, to the proposal 

for a conference qf the four countries of former Indo­

china the idea of which I recently .raised. What date 

do you consider the best for holding this conference? 

December? January? Let me know your opinion. I count 

on your being there. Your d~legation and yourself will 

be my guests. I hope to hear from you soon and I would 

appreciate your reply by telegram. II This message arrived 

by cypher telegram. The President asked the Ambassador 

if another addresse.e had received a telegram of the 

same sort. Reply of the Ambassador: "No, on my honor as 

an old civil servant." (which .does not exclude nevertheless 

the possibility of a message to somebody else sent by a 

different route--the President is very suspicious after the 

way in which Sihanouk behaved on the occasion of the visit 

which General Xuan paid him.) Therefore the President is 
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very embarrassed. He asked me my opinion this evening. 

I told him: (1) the idea of ~ conference of the four is 

perhaps not bad in itself.inasmuch as the proposals for 

a conf~rehce of the Geneva signatories for example have 

not succeeded. (2) It still remains to be seen_what are 

Sihan6uk 1 s real intentions,whether he has the necessary 

authority to run_ such an affair. and whether there is not 

a risk that through one of ·those caprices usual to him 

he might all of a sudden take off in an unexpected and 

bothersome direction or even let hims~lf be dragged in 

a bad direction by one of the partners in the negotiation. 

(3) Finally, before launching into such a business it would 

be well to know how Washington views S~hanouk 1 s initiatives~ 

It turned out that my opinion agreed with. ·the President 1 s 

feeling. He would gladly try the Sihanouk conference 

which could be a useful avenue, but he fears the buffo:n~eries 

and the whims of the clownish prince. Furthermore, he 

doesn't want to do anything which would risk bothering 

W~shington or be considered there as a blunder. He would 

als6 be glad to have your opinion and he thought that if · 

you were informed of the affair before taking the return 

plane, you could perhaps for your part· get some valuable 

opinions ori the ground. Meanwh:Lle, and despite the 

insistence of Sihanouk on a rapid reply he is going to 

send him an interim telegram, and in the interim like a good 

Vietnamese Norman he will say neither yes ·nor no. 

'; ....... 
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On the other hand he has received a new approach from 

·the Cao Dai Pope Ho Tan Khoa w~ich reports that he will 

soon go to $aigon to contact the Buddhist and .Hoa Hao 

spiritual authorities concerning the planned. joint 

demonstration. HO> Tan Khoa is pressing him to give him 

the green light. Here, then, Mr. Minister, all the news. 

The problem is of answer:Lng Sihtl,nouk.deliberatelyVTithout 

compromising the opportunities \~hich he may offer--. 

without risking a rebound from the American side and 

without irritating Sihanouk j_f his proposition must 

be declined. 

I ask you to believe, Mr. Minister~ in the expression 

of my devoted sentiments. 

Bon retour ~ bientet 

/signed/ Beauvais 

p~s. Enclosed Lacouture's article in this evenings 

Le Monde: Suu and Huong would admit thems.elves that they 

would not have much weight in a negotiation ! 
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