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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WABHINGTON 25, D.C. -

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 3~

WASHINGTON -

CONFIDENTIAL - Mr. Bundy has seen
L ' T e R REeR

ﬂ,-“Deceﬁberil,_1964

MEMORANDUM

TO:'ﬂ; ’ f  FE1—‘Mr}fBundyf

‘conference',

THROUGH:  S/VN - Mf; F6rresta1 Nw?”;f ~

 FROM:  s/W ;,Thbmas J.-Cbrc6ran Z}\_ :

SUBJECT: ~ Letter from Paul Devinat

There is attached a letter which;I[récéiVedf”

“from Paul Devinat transmitting a letter from.

Beauvais giving the background on Sihanouk's
invitation to Tran Van Huu to the "four power -

Enclosure:. S
' Translations of
~ two letters.,
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TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH -
| | ‘The Carlyle . e
"Madison Ave. at 76th St. .
New York 21, N.Y.

24JNovember 1964.
dbear,Sir;. ‘ |
"The-atﬁaohed"leﬁﬁer‘from the personal collab01ator
.iiof Tran Van Huu whlch I found at my arrlval in New York
‘3W111 permlt you better to understand the p081tlon of ‘
a‘the latter. L e
Mr BeaUValS,.ltS author, 1s a former Frencn Admlnns—:
'1trator - who was a member of the Pre51dent's cabznet (Pre81—‘
;dent Tran Van Huu) o
I am going to have a talk W1th the 1atter (Tran Van
”_Hﬁu) uan‘my.return, Ir he_dec1des to acoept Pr;nce
B Sihanouk'soinvitationit,wili be without committing
dhimself_and without any other.intention,than gathering'
information. ‘On“the~other hand"iamvooncernedvaEQﬁt_nu
the attltude of the Cao Da1 Pope‘ Ho Tan Khoa._
| | -The Pres1dent's 1nf1uence'has up to now delayed hlsadb
vacﬁlon. I the 1atter does start acting that W111 add to
,the general confusion
I would 11ke you to establlsh 1nforma1 contact W1th

- Tran Van Huu, p0581b1y to adv1se hlm.. Slnce Brady has}_

'_already met him- perhaps he could contlnue to see him,




i '._2‘.‘_
| Excuse me: for 1nvolv1nv‘myse1f in. someth;ng whlch 1s
none of my bu81ness,»at 1east apparently Becauoe who
qus not 1nterested in the Vietnamese drama.eje |
| I thank you for your welcome and ask you to rememberf‘
_meetoer.‘Bundy,_ | o

‘SincereiyeyOuré;

Paul Dev1nat

My address in Paris is 9 Place du Pre51dent Mlthouard

Parls 7.




_ TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH -
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o November 19, 1964
L ll p m.
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1,er Mlnlster',_'

S ST

I am sorry to trouble your stay 1n the States.\ Bnt}
’I]perhaps it is 1mportant that you should be 1nformed of
o the latest news from Phnom Penh whlle you are stlll there"‘
Yesterday, Wednesday the 18th the Pre51dent recelved a’
v131t from the Cambodlan Ambassador in Parls who had come
_to dellver a message from "hls Prlnce The gist of
'the message- g refer said 1hanouk to the proposal»:'
for a conference of the four countrles of former Indo-
{fchlna the 1dea of whlch I recently raised What date
.do you conslder the best for holdlng this oonference°
-December° January° Let me know your . oplnlon.‘ I count
von your being there. Your delevatlon and yourself Wlll
lbe;my‘guests."l'hope»to hear.from‘you’soon,and,I-wouldh
‘apprec1ate your ‘reply by telegram. This meSSage’arrived
by cypher telepram. The PreS1dent asked the Ambassador
if another addressee had recelved a telegram of the
same sort Reply of the Ambassador- "No, on my honor as
an old civil servant (whlch does not exclude nevertheless
'the poss1b111ty of a message to somebody else sent by a
‘different route-—the President 1s very susplclous after the
hway in whlch Sihanouk behaved on the occa31on of the v1s1t

,whichiGeneral Xuan»pald hlm,) Therefore the Pre51dent is




pe
:very embarrassed t:ﬁe‘aSked.me my‘oplnionfthis“evening._
sI told him: (l) the 1dea of a conference of ‘the four 1s&f‘b
:perhaps not bad 1n 1tself 1nasmuch as the proposals fors
'a conference of the Geneva s1gnator1es for example have:

‘not succeeded (2) It stlll remalns to be seen what are d

fSlhanouk's real 1ntentlons whether he has the necessary
rauthorlty to run such an affalr and whether there is not

?ia rlsk that through one of those caprlces usual to h1m
’he mﬂnht all of.- a sudden take off 1n an unexpected and

bothersome dlrectlon or. even let hlmself be dragged in

a bad dlrectlon bv one of the partners 1n the neaotlatwon.

‘,}(3) Finally, before 1aunch1ng 1nto such a buovness 1t would
.be well to know how. Washlngton v1ews Slhanouk's 1n1t1at1ves.:f'd
v It turned out that my oplnlon agreed w1th the Presndentvsf(

'feeling.‘ He would gladly try the Slhanouk conferencei

whlch could be a useful avenue, but he fears the buﬂbunerles
and. the whlms of the clowanh prlnce.- Furthermore he"

doesn't want to do anythlng Wthh would risk botherlne‘
’Washington or be con51dered there as a blunder. He would

also be vlad to have your op1nlon and he thought that lf ;[

you were 1nformed of the affalr before taklnw the return

plane, you could perhaps for your part get some valuablev-

’opinions on the ground vMeanwhlle and desplte the
‘\thlstence of Sihanouk on ‘a rapld reply he is gOlnp to

send ‘him an :nterlm telegram, and in the Lnternm like a good

Vietnamese Norman ‘he will say nelther yes nor no.




. | -j_'
| On the other hand ne has recejved a neﬁ appfoach-from‘
.the Cao Da1 Pope Ho Tan Khoa whlch reports that he Wlll
“soon. 50 to Salgon to contact Lhe Buddhlst and Hoa Hao
splrltual duthorltles concernlng the planned JOlnt
‘demonstratlon.~ H@ Tan hhoa 1s pr8531na hwm to FlVévhlm
the green llvht Here; thpn,:Mr Mlnlster, all the news.,
fiThe problem 1s of answeanF Sihanouk deljberately W1thout
V fcomprom1s1n0 the opportunltWés whlch he may offer—- 
W1thout rlskzng a rebound from the Amerlcan 51de and
'W1thout 1rr1tat1ng Slhanouk ]f hlS propOS1tion must

he decllned

I ask you to belleve Mr.,Minisﬁef;:in the expfeSSioﬁ 

";fof my~deVoted sentiments.vf o
| Bon retour é_biént6t 
} /signed/ Beaﬁvais.‘
Pgs;'EnC1OSed Lacouture S artlcle in thls evenlngs

Le Monde° Suu and Huong would admlt thPmselves that theyA

would not have much welght in a negotlatlon v

‘LASSIFIED
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