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CHARTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

FOREWORD

Faithful to the supreme interests of the Notion and
the high sacred ideals of all the republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces;

- Confident in the valiant and indomitable tradition
of the people, in the perenniality of the Nation and in the

glorious future of the country ;

the MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL

- Awere that, in this extremely critical situation
caused by the international energency and the brutal and
cruel po icy of Communist imperialism, the Rejublic of
Vietnam Armed Forces must directly assume their historic

responsibilities and load the people toward final victory;

- Aware that it is necessary to set aside all seeds
of disunity sowed by the uprooted , the traitors, and the

agents of the neutralist colonialism, to regroup all the

genuine anti-communist torces of the Nation, to mobilize the

live forces of the country to complete the work of national
reconstruction in'poace, liberty, democracy unity and pros-

perity;

Aware that every Vietnameso citizen without distinction
of religion, in the cities as well as in the countryside,
that every group and every association has to make positive
sacrifices to save the endangered otherland;

Aware that the ideals of liberty, the development of
the individual in every respect, as well as the independence
and the prosperity of the Nation can only be achieved under
a democratic regime;

Aware that, in present state of emergency caused by
internal troubles and the throat of invasion coming from
the outside, the fundamental individual liberties as well
as this domocratic institutions cannot be immediately and

fully exorcized and established, but must be achieved pro-
tressively and parallely with the evolution of the situation

mc
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-Aware that, since the sovercignty belongs to the
entire people and must be handed back to the elected ro-

presentatives of the people, the mission of the Republican
Armed Forces of lending the nation must be tor inated as soon

CS the situation permits ;

The Military Revolutionary Council representing all
the Armed Forces of the Republic,

After discussion and unanimous approval,

Promulgates the present Charter:

CHARTER

CHAPTER 1

Fundamental provisions

Article I - Vietnam is C Republic and its territory
is one and indivisible.

Article 2-- The sovereignty belongs to the people.

Articlo 3 -The separation of powers between the
executivo, the legislative and the judicary is the guarantee
of democracy.

Article 4 -VietneMese citizens, without distinction
of origin, are born equal.

The Stato recognizes and guarantees the fundamental
individual liberties.

Article 5- the Republic of Vietnam recognizes the

principles of International Lew when these principles are

not contrary to the national sovereignty and contribute to

world peace and security, and to the development of coope-
ration with the other nations on a free and equal basis.

me
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Articl 6 .- The fl..:mflc~::w ntc..l democrc.. tic libe r t i es arc 
recognized c..nd gu o.r nntcc.d . 

:,_ J_i cl c 7 .- No one m2y b .:; c.rbi t r :'.. rily o.rr e sted , deto.inod 
or ir.llJ~~i s o nc;d . , 
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vic-cim of cruel ? j 1 1 11u·~c.n , c 1. dq;rndi ng t rc:-, t me nt . 

be 
------ -- --.-- .. 
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of ·crc ed 7 of wor f;hip .:-~nl i s 1rcc t o lJropo.gc.i. t e h i s f n i th . 
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CHAPTER 2

The rights and duties of the citizen

Article 6. - The fundamental democratic liberties are
recognized and guaranteed.

Article 7. - No one may be arbitrarily arrested, detained
or imprisoned.

Article 8. - No one may be submitted to torture or be
victim of cruel, inhuman 2 or degrading treatment.

Article 9 . - The private life, the dignity and the honor
of the citizen as well C.S his family and his home must be

respected.

Article 10. --Every citizen has the duty to work and the

right to be employed.

Article 11.-Every citizen has the freedom of thought,
of creed, of worship and is free to propagate his faith.

Article 12. - Within the framework of the law, every
citizen has the freedom of assembly and association.

Articlo 13. - Every citizen has the right to vote and

to be a candidate to elections in accordance with the law.

Article 14. - The right to private ownership is reco-

gnized and guaranteed. The State encourages and protects the

accession to ownership of every citizen.

For the public good or for the social welfare the State

may requisition private propertics against payment of damages.

Article 15. - The freedom to form trade-unions and the

right to go on strike are recognized and must be exercised
in accordance with the law.

mc
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Article 16.-- In the public agencies as well as the
agencies having to do with national defense, with public
security, or with the fundamental needs of community life,
the right to go on strike is not recognized. However, the
right of the employees and workers in those branches must
be guaranteed as in the other branches.

Article 17. - Democratic libertics can only be tempo-
rarily restricted for reasons of national security.

Article 18 - Every citizen has the duty to defend the
motherland the integrity of the national territory and the
republican regime. Every citizen has the duty to contribute
to public expenditures according to his capacities.

CHAPTER 3

The Military Revolutionary Coun il

Article 19. - The Military Revolutionary Council, repre-
senting the Armed Forces of the Republic, is the supreme
organization having the mission of leading the people in the

present historic situation.

Article 20. - The Military Revolutionary Council elects
the President of the Republic. Upon proposition of the Pro-

sident of the Republic, the Military Revolutionary Council

appoints the Vico-Prosident. Upon proposition of the President

of the Republic, the Military Revolutionary Council accepts
the resignation of the Vice President or terminates his func-

tions.

Article 21. - The Military Revolutionary Council appoints
the President, one or more Vice-Prosidents, as well as the

members of the Provisional National Assembly.

In accordance with the procedures mentioned in Article

40, the Military Revolutionary Council accepts the resignation
of these persons or terminates their functions.

Articlo 22. - The lilitary Revolutionary Council appoints
the President of the High Council of Judges.

Article 23. - The Special Court, the members of which

are elected from among the members of the Military Revolu-

tionary Council, has the power- in case of high treason

/me
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against the Notion or criminal offenses- to sit in judgment
of the President, the Vice-President of the Republic as well as
the President of the Provisional National Assembly. The orga-
nization and the operation of the Special Court, as well as
the procedures for prosecution will be subsequently fixed.

CHAPTER 4

The President of the Republic

Article 24. - The President of the Republic is elected

by the Military Revolutionary Council and is responsible to
the Military Revolutionary Council and to the people.

Article 25. - The President of the Republic is assisted

by the Vice-President, the Secretarios and Under-Sccretaries
of State.

Article 26. - The President of the Republic appoints the

Secretaries and the Under-Secretaries of State with the approval
of the lilitary Revolutionary Council.

Article 27. -- The President of the Republic accepts the

resignations of the Secretaries and Under-Secretaries of State

or terminates their functions with the approval of the Military
Revolutionary Council.

Article 28. - The functions of the President of the Repu-
blic terminate either after his resignation is accepted by the

Military Revolutionary Council or following the decision of

the Military Revolutionary Council.

Article 29 - In case of death or incapacity of the

President of the Republic and prior to the election of the

new President by the Military Revolutionary Council, the Vice-

President assumes the functions of the President.

Articlo 30. - The C binet Council, presided over by the

President of the Republic, includes the Vice-President 9 the

Secretaries and Undor-Secretaries of State.

Article 3I -- The President of the Ropublic is Supreme
Comma der of the Armed Forces of the Republic

me



--- ----------

V P -Monday _ August, 1:, 

Articl e 32 .- Vl:i t ~:in the fr1:'.meworl:: of .the l aVl , the 
President of t he _Republi c ap~ o ints : 

- ~he D. ~bc..~sad ors, nin ' s t ~ rs p l eni p otentiary and 
Je c i ql c;nvoys h e. ving r c.ru{ of nmb c:. s s ador or mi n i s te rs· p l e.r,i -

pot ___ :p.tj_ c:_ry . 

+ -" ~ 

t he jud ges c..nd othe r magistra tes, 

- th gen8r~l o ffic e~s and superior office r s exerc ising 
f unctions of ge n c r c.l offi c e r .J . 

j rt icle 33 .- T'1c Pn2s:i. do:1 - o:f the R...-;public ap o:;.nt .. 
hi gh - T.::.nkint; o·r.!fici nls in n c c o.r d2nce ,-,i th the cx i st i ne r c__;-o.-
1 .:-.. tions . 

Arti cl e: J1 .- Up on r eques t or with the a pprova l mf the 
Nili tc,r y Revoluti on:;. ry Cou ~ c il , t J1c l)r e sid ont of the Republic 
p r ocla i ms -:; h::.; s t ·J. to of o:1w r ccncy 1 the stc...te of sic (?;o or t h e 
ste.t <?. of w-::..r . In t h e se s i t u :-. t i ons , a numbe r of existing l:::tws 
and r c:c;u.l c:.t i ons n-::·.y b e suspe nd e d . 

An of fici a l docUBcn.t wi l l fix the mod o.. l i t i:.; s ::·or t h::: 
proclm1o.t io~1 .o:md the ·dura t ion of these si tu&tior:s . 

Article 36 .- V'li th -ch;; a pprovo.l of the T•.hli t a r y Revo­
t i on2rJ CouHcil, the Pr csic,cnt of th..._: Republic s i zns in·' 2r ­
· a tion~ a~rcouents . 

Article 37 .- The; Pr cs ide: n t of the Repub-lic accredi ~- s 
t ~1 ·J 2l.t"1b s sc.dors ~ n:ii:.i st~rs -1l onip ot entia r y . ot' sp e c j_a l envoys 
hs ving t h o rank of c..mb::L::>:Jnd or s o·r mi 1:.1..sturs p l enipo t c n t i c:.r:,r 
of Vi c uno..m t o f o r e i 3,TI c Ol nt::cic s ' nd the . 9mbnssadors ' rJ.i n~· - a :... 
t ers p l cnip otcntL .• ry or sp ·c i c,_ ::;__ ...:nvoys ho.vins the r.::.nk of' .- -
ambassndors or mi ni t e l~ :; lJlcni p o tc· ~tic.ry of fo r e i gn cotn-::. tri cs 
to Vic t na.m c-trc c.c c .rc di. ··c d t o h · rn . 

rticlc 38 .- The n r -.:s i dcrt of the Ro}JUbl ic h a s tho 
rig..'-1-t t o p 2.r don , to r c cluc o? r e v iew or a.-nnul sente nc es . 

1 _c ~ r-.::: stdcnt of tllz.~ Republic nwo.rd s de c orati on s • . 

J· t~clc 39 . - in cnc0 th~· indc Jcndenco of the nati oL , 

' ---- ~-- -..-.... .. - · · ~ 

t:_ e -: J..;,: ~ri ~ty of tho 11, .. ~:Ci o ~ Ct. l ···c r j_ .·t ory a1---~~ s c rio -,·~ sly :.-· .. r1a 

urge ~tly t!:1 :r.1. t c!lc d , DJJ.d in c c:_:e,.:; thr; functioning of t h e b2.~i c 
i n . t~ t uti nco of the ,~cpublic :·-~n . c rriL 0 or the ca rryin _; out o:f 
in - ·rncttior..al co.iili'li t Jil nts n r"' s r i ou.cly h.:...m:pc r od , the Pro ~ia..cnt 

me 

VP Monday August 17, 1964 *Morning* Number 3142 - Page 10

Article 32. - Within the framework of the law, the
President of the Republic appoints:

- the ambassadors, ministors plenipotentiary and
special envoys having rank of ambassador or ministers pleni-
potentiary.

- the judges and other magistrates,

- the general officers and superior officers exercising
the functions of general officers.

Article 33. - The President of the Republic appoints
high-ranking officials in accordance ,ith the existing regu-
lations.

Article 34 - Upon request or with the approval of the

Military Revolutionary Council, the President of the Republic
proclaims the state of emergency, the state of siege or the

state of war. In these situations, a number of existing laws

and regulations may be susponded.

An official document will fix the modalitios for the

proclamation and the duration of these situations.

Article 36. - With the approval of the Military Revo-

tionary Council, the President of the Republic signs inter-

national agreements.

Article 37. - The President of the Republic accredits

the embassadors, ministers plenipotentiary or special envoys

having the rank of ambassadors or ministers plenipotentiory
of Viotnom to foreign countries , and the ambassadors, minis-

ters plenipotentiary or special envoys having the rank of

ambassadors or ministers plenipotentiary of foreign countrios

to Vietnam are accredited to him.

Article 38. - The President of the Republic has the

right to pardon, to reduce, review or annul sentences.

The President of the Republic awards decorations.

Article 39. - In case the independence of the nation,

the integrity of the national territory are seriously and

urgently throatened, and in case the functioning of the basic

institutions of the propublican regime or the carrying out of

international commitments are seriously hampered, the President

mc
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t '10 Re public ·sh::--. 11 ::.::\<.-.!-:2 .all de cisic ;1s :n _: t:' r. :. a ll a ppro p:r i::-:ce: LL1e3sure s 
-:-.ft ~ c o ult:tio . with the: Presi ' 2nt of the Pr0v is icn81 N2tionc>. l A s s er"ilily . 
:-.n c w ith the .::: p pr ov"l uf th Mil -t · r y Eev o lutionary Council. 

T he bws s h n ll b e sent to t he P r ovis i onal National Assembly 
fe r info r mation. 

C HA P TEr{ 5 

f~rtLb 40 . - VJhile wait ing for n popula rly-el8cted Nu.tiom~ l 
A s semb ly, a Provisi onn l National Ass emb ly is hereay" e stablishec~ con­
sisting of 150 inerD.be r s : 

2. ) - 100 civilie.n members 

>!< p3rtly n ppo inte C: by th~ v;uit_.::: ry E e v o lution a ry C ouncil 
from .::::.~· .m g the me:.nb e r s o f thG provinc i a l, m u n i c ip u. l 

. 2nd capitn l c o1.mcils f.::ll,:.min~ th pr o pc s ition of the s e:; 
councils, each c~unc il nom in e.ting one memb e r, 

·, 

>:< the r eE1a in02 r appo inte e: by the ] ~ilita ry Rev o lutiona ry 
Council fr om £'.m ~mg t he pe rson "' litie s w ithin :.., :;_~ withcut 
t he politic.J l g roups. 

b ) - 50 me n:oe rs r._::-pre s e nting tl'le l:.. r m ed Force s of the Re public, 
appoint~~- by the lviilitn ry l'-evolutiona ry Council. 

Article LH .- Th~ Provi ·Gna l tbtion :;l l A ss~rr..b ly shc. ll v ot e on 

.. 

the la ws. The Pr .~visiona l Natio na l A ss mbly ·cJ.-:-..y vut2 recom,;:nE n c.::o tic ns on 
the fun c,~ment2. l , c licy of t he nation. Th::: s0 T~:ccmm~.- dations are not 
bin ing. Th ... Provis io n a l Nat iona l A ssembly s ha ll c onside r dr afts d legis­
l a tion pro posed b y the J-cv e rnrn.e nt_, o r bills of law, o r d r afts of r ecommend· 
2tio s pr opo s ed y ::::t leas t 20 of. its ·:ne rnbe rs. 

Art icl2 4L..- Vi'ith in a per ' c d of f ive full d zys a fte r the vote of 
L1Le P r ov isiona l \T .tiona l A s.s emb ly, the h ws shall be sent to t he Preside nt 
o R.e pub lie . 

T 2 _;_ r- : s · c nt of t h-2 R.e pub ic _~ hall c onsult the Jurid i c:d C om ­
; _, ittce provirL .. · ! l .. rticle 57 on thes2 la · s a s we ll as on the .. ', r afts cf the 
decree - la ws . 

• •. I 
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f the Republic shall make all decisions and take all appropriate measures
after consultation with the President of the Provisional National Assembly
and with the approval of the Milit ry Revolutionary Council.

The laws shall be sent to the Provisional National Assembly
for information.

CHAPTER 5

The Provisional National Assembly

Article 40. - While waiting for a popularly-elected National

Assembly, a Provisional National Assembly is hereby established con-

sisting of 150 members :

a)
- 100 civilian members :

* partly appointed by the Military Revolutionary Council
from among the members of the provincial, municipal
and capital councils following the proposition of these

councils, each council nominating one member,

* the remainder appointed by the Military Revolutionary
Council from among the personalities within or without
the political groups.

b) - 50 members representing the Armed Forces of the Republic,
appointed by the Military Revolutionary Council.

Article 41. - The Provisional National Assembly shall vote on
the laws. The Provisional National Assembly may vote recommencations on
the fundamental policy of the nation. These recommendations are not

binding. The Provisional National Assembly shall consider drafts of legis-
lation proposed by the Government, or bills of law, or drafts of recommend
ations proposed by at least 20 of its members.

Article 42. - Within a period of five full days after the vote of

the Provisional National Assembly, the laws shall be sent to the President
of the Republic.

The President of the Republic shall consult the Juridical Com- -

mittee provide: in Article 57 on these laws as well as on the drafts of the

decree-laws.

/
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The P -=-sid.:; nt of the F.e pub lic sha ll promulgat e these laws 
· rJ t:hjr. forty - fiv '"' full ~oys afte1 r , C~:::p ion . 

T.n ~a3e of e me r ge ncy, upon reque st of the Provisiona l National 
_ssembly, the de l2y for promulgation .sh:.:t ll be fifteen full days. 

Art · cle '~ 3 . - ~uring the de by fo_ pr omulgat ion, the P residertt 
of th - epub ic m2.y ::.e nd b2.ck to the P r v isi n2.1 Nationa l A~se ;.-:ili ly for a 
second r.__ a ·. g ne or ::nor~;; e rticles of t h - l2w. 

1 f e:t ... . e s ec "nd hearing, i t ;.... - roviswnal .otion2. l J:. ssembly 
r efus e s t o c ·lc.. nge the la w in accor r1.a nce v._rit the request of the P resident 
of t he Ee pub ic, the Provisional N2tion2.l l .. sseEc.b ly sha ll m a ke 2 fina l 

e c ision 2 ~1: 2 2. v ote by .__ a lling over th3 na mes cf the members . .....,he 
f inal de cisio · .. -~st be :=~ pproved by a three -fourths major .i,ty of the total 
number of th T;.1.embers. 

A J. ticle 4 4 . - ·~che dr aft of the na tiona l budget must b-2 sGnt t o 
u~e .3u eau of t he P i.·cnis:.onal Nationa l L ssern.bly before the first of Gctoher 
nnd must be fina lly v ot e d upon befc.,.r"' th3 thirty-first of December •. 

.. :rticJG 4 5. - Members w·h · initi2t e new items of expenditures 
mus pr opose ·""quivc le ~: ·': i-f . .t.: ::-'1...., o: r cc:-- i pts . 

Artic le 4 6, - II?- ca se of e r<'l3 r g ..... ncy , wo.r, interna l trouble s, 
ecc om ic or f'na ncial crises, the P r ovi ~ono. l N3tiona l Assembly may 
de lega te t o t e Presid::mt of the Ee pub lic the powe r to sign decn~e -laws 

within the -ra De woJ. k 2.nC: t he duratio of he cb le e;ation of powe r. The 
C:ecrce - laws m ust be s e t t o the Pr::; sid :;nt d thG Provisiona l Nat ion2.l 
Assembly imme0i.,te ly C~ fte r th.2y <l.·r -- signe ::-.• 

During t 1c..: \:.gula r sessic ns fo lowing the expirat ion of the pe riod 
of de egation cf pc .r ~. r , if the Provis iona l rra tion::->1 Assembly does not reject 
t.hen1, the s e d ::. crv 2 - lows ipso fact - becorr1c laws. -

A rt.:. :::lc 4 7. - In b e tween the sessions of the Provisiona l N2.tional 
.Asse bly, in accor c:ance with urgent r"'quireme nts~ th President of the 
R.._ pt.:' lie m c.; y s · r;. de cr<::-e -la ws . T hese c> cree -bws h8ve to be s e nt t o the 
~~:::· wv . s ion :t Nc.t icn::~ l L ss..:mbly im c io. t~.:: ly afte r th y a re signed. 

I the r_e;ul<?.r session wh 'ch · llows the signing of these c~ecree ­

lnw s, if the P r ovisiona l Na tiono.l Assemb ly does not reject them~ they shall 
'pso facto become l ::1w s. 

. .. I 
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The President of the Republic shall promulgate these laws
within forty-five full days after r ception.

In case of emergency, upon request of the Provisional National
Assembly, the delay for promulgation shall be fifteen full days.

Article 43. - During the delay for promulgation, the President
of the Republic may send back to the Provisional National Assembly for a
second reading one or more articles of the law.

After the second hearing, if the Provisional National Assembly
refuses to change the law in accordance with the request of the President
of the Republic, the Provisional National Assembly shall make a final

decision after a vote by calling over the names of the members. The
final decision must be approved by a three-fourths majority of the total
number of the members.

Article 44. - The draft of the national budget must be sent to
the Bureau of the Provisional National Assembly before the first of October
and must be finally voted upon before the thirty-first of December,

Article 45. - Members who initiate new items of expenditures
must propose equivalem items of receipts.

Article 46, - In case of emergency, war, internal troubles,
economic or financial crises, the Provisional National Assembly may
delegate to the President of the Republic the power to sign decree-laws
within the framework and the duration of the delegation of power. The
decree-laws must be sent to the President of the Provisional National

Assembly immediately after they are signed.

During the regular sessions following the expiration of the period
of delegation of power, if the Provisional National Assembly does not reject
them, these decree-laws ipso facto become laws.

Article 47. - In between the sessions of the Provisional National

Assembly, in accordance with urgent requirements, the President of the

Republic may sign decree-laws. These decree-laws have to be sent to the

Provisional National Assembly immediately after they are signed.

In the regular session which follows the signing of these decree-

laws, if the Provisional National Assembly does not reject them, they shall

ipso facto become laws.

/
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.A rticl-z -18 . - IV~e mbe rs may not be prosecuted, trel ce(, a rrested 
c r 'L c.: -::d 0 sto.t er:nents m e::d"" clurint; the s essions or fo r their votes at 
the Provisionn l . :N:C\tion2.l Assembly cr 2t the Committees of this Assembly. 

Except fe r flagr ant e de licto c~se s,members m ay not be pro­
s ecuted, traced, .3rreste d o r ju ·ge e during the s e ssions of the Provisional 
rhtiona l J.ssemb ly, including the time spent for going to and return~g 

· from the s e ss ions . · 

Art i c le 49.- The Pre sider.t of the he public mc; y send me ssages..---,~----~-­
.~.- t : e ~ ovisi na l N::1tional Assemb y and make declarations at this 
h ssemb y . 

Secretaries and Un er -Secr etarie s of State may confer with the 
.?resident, the Vice Pre side t a nd he Chairme n of the C om ittee s of the 
P r ovisiona l Nationall .. ssembly. 

UTith the a pprova l of the P resident of the Republic, the President 
of t he Provisiona l National Ass m bly may invite Secretaries a nd Under­
Secre tar ies of Sta te to the Committee s to g ive clarifications on ·drafts of 

2-W . 

Article 50. - E::1c year t he Provisional National As sembly 
holes t\vo re gulnr s e ssions . 

C ne session begins on t he first · ;N.;ondny of A pril and shall not 
la s t more tha n hvo months . 

T e othe r sess ion begins on the first Monday of Cctober a nd 
shall .not last nore than three months. 

P_rt icle 51. - In between t e r egula r s.__ssions~ the President of 
the Repub lic m<.. y c2.1l extr2.or inary sessions-of the Provisional National 
Assembly, in which case s the P r es ident 0f the Re public shall fix the age nda. 

Art· . .:: le :J2 . - The P ovis ional 1.Jcltiond A s sembly sha ll m e et in 
open sessions . For special n :· sons the re sident of the .Eepub lic or the 
Bur e·?u oft e F-rovisional Nation~l Assembly may reque st that the Ass e mbly 
meet behind clvs <i doors. 

l : r tic le 53.- The m inute s of the deb a t e s shall be published in the 
Cfficial Journ ::d e x ce pt whe n the Proyis iona l National Assembly me ts 
b e hinc close c! ,.:;oors . 

. .. I 
nl 
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Article 48. - Members may not be prosecuted, traced, arrested
or judged for statements made during the sessions or for their votes at
the Provisional National Assembly or at the Committees of this Assembly.

Except for flagrante delicto cases, members may not be pro-
secuted, traced, arrested or judged during the sessions of the Provisional
National Assembly, including the time spent for going to and returning
from the sessions.

Article 49. - The President of the Republic may send messages
to the Provisional National Assembly and make declarations at this

Assembly.

Secretaries and Under-Secretaries of State may confer with the

President, the Vice President and the Chairmen of the Committees of the
Provisional National Assembly.

With the approval of the President of the Republic, the President
of the Provisional National Assembly may invite Secretaries and Under-
Secretaries of State to the Committees to give clarifications on drafts of

law.

Article 50. - Each year the Provisional National Assembly
holds two regular sessions.

Cne session begins on the first Monday of April and shall not
last more than two months.

The other session begins on the first Monday of October and
shall not last more than three months.

Article 51. - In between the regular sessions, the President of
the Republic may call extraordinary sessions of the Provisional National

Assembly, in which cases the President of the Republic shall fix the agenda.

Article 52. - The Provisional National Assembly shall meet in

open sessions. For special reasons the President of the Republic or the

Bureau of the Provisional National Assembly may request that the Assembly
meet behind closed doors.

Article 53. - The minutes of the debates shall be published in the

Official Journal except when the Provisional National Assembly meets
behind closed doors.

/
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C HA. '9TE ·;, 6 

i ci.:.:ry 

Article 54. - Judge s shall e xercise their functions a c~orcing 
to their conscienc2, wi)~h ii!1~a:L'~~a lhy; and with due respect of the law. 

Articlr.:> 55. - To gua r :omtes th - mde p nde nce of the judge s, the 
-righ Council of Judg~ s sha ll dec ic2 en the tra nsfer of and disciplinary 
measures aga inst the judges. 

The 1.\l.::ilit c:~ry Revolutim a ry C ouncil s hall a ppoint the· President 
of the High Council cf J uC:ge s. 

The Presid·e nt of the epu lie shall a ppoint an- promote the 
I 

judge s following the proposition of t _e - ~igh Council of Judge s. 

- ~ rt:lclc 56. - f:, law sha l fix th composition, organization 
and ope r a tion of the E igh Council cf Judees a ccording t o the fo llowing 
principles : t he Presid8nt of the High Council of Judges s hall be appointee 
by the -v::ilit~ry E cvoluticnary Counc il .. t he Me niliers shall be elected by 
the judges at all l~vels. 

Specio. lized !JP,"enc ie s 

Article 7 .. - The .. h.'.riC: · co. l :;om;, _ittee is in cha ~:' _5e o.f giving 
its opinion on the le1 w s, dr afts of lee e - b-.vs , c!e crees o.r.d orde rs sent. 
to it by the P c side nt of :the Re public. 

J, n o.':i ci2. l C:otument sh.o. l} fix ":llE. cod~position .. c1·ge:. ni.?.3tion, 
a nd opera t ion f e c Juridic2. l Commi tee . 

I - tie l~ 5' ~ - r..':Jc :r?resic'<-r~ 8f the he p~·b lic SikH e s tnh .j ..: h 
spec . ..,l.ze( ~£:2· --:-.. ~s r . s~:-.cns~b l8 fo · pr"' s : ~ thg ideo. s> g:.\· i .".c; ::;. pir:. 1cns ar.d 
dr a t · g · c 1c-: cts c.. r:. questions r ais d · y t e :_':ovc::rnme nt. 

n 

.: 

; .. . ... ~ 
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CHAPTER 6

The Judiciary

Article 54. - Judges shall exercise their functions according
to their conscience, with impartiality, and with due respect of the law.

Article 55. - To guarantee the independence of the judges, the

High Council of Judges shall decide on the transfer of and disciplinary
measures against the judges.

The Military Revolutionary Council shall appoint the President
of the High Council cf Judges.

The President of the Republic shall appoint and promote the

judges following the proposition of the High Council of Judges.

Article 56. - A law shall fix the composition, organization
and operation of the High Council of Judges according to the following

principles : the President of the High Council of Judges shall be appointed
by the Military Revolutionary Council, the Members shall be elected by
the judges at all levels.

CHAPTER 7

Specialized Agencies

Article 57. - The Juridical Committee is in change of giving
its opinion on the laws, drafts of decree-laws, decrees and orders sent
to it by the President of the Republic,

An official document shall fix the composition, organization,
and operation of the Juridical Committee.

Article 58. - The President of the Republic shall estab.ish

specialized agencies responsible for presenting ideas, giving opinions and

drafting projects or questions raised by the Government.

/
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LrticL~ 58.- ·;-:ni le vn itine .f-::. r the p!: ovincb l, m unic ipd z, rK~ 

C;:} pitn l c ouncils t .:- b: e L ct e d, t he 1-iilib ry .::;_ev o lutio na ry Council sh.:;~ll 

2. p int the !.le :.:-.:.be rs of t 1e Pr...:;visi .. n.::-! l N<:~ tion ..... l i.ssembly fro;:-.~.1 ;:_)_ J.Y10 n £ 

th r"'spres8 ntet~v ... s .Jf the ve.ri c.-us p::o. rts uf the c: ... :Untry, fopcw ins the 
pro po sition of th2 p:;:·,:;vince c hiefs , 1W.~yor c , .~ n -- prefe c t.' 

T (~ ·\:.:. _:·- )- ~f ise ·'f thes .: E~c: !.:.··.b:.: rs sha ll :1utomaticz. lly tc r­
·11 ina t e '.V .s. ~·thCl·· .. .- .c .. <~er s hnve been ~ eSi(f1'' te c.: according t · 12 pro-
ced ure s prcv · _.: ~ 5. c:c .~n 1~ rti~b 

cf four 
- i: P r e vision .l :.-':i.::._·h C ...:,Lmcil of JuGJG S consistin;:r 

~l-' vint <~ ci by the 'l.•: ilit<:ny .~-=.. ::: vclutionary 8ouncil. 

~:' his ~:.;i !{ :: .:.uncil sh~, u -:l r ::~ v:r u. p ~.: list of judg1::s c.nc: p:copo se 
their ::t P: oinL;-:...::~- t t ~ tL: Pr;-~ sic:~ nt .;f thi.:;) :C:"..:· b lic in 8.CCurczmce with 
L rticle 55 ~ l 't 11e pr.:; s 'c::nt Ch:rter . 

T e r e sponsibility e:f th~ P::..~ovisiJm: l h igh C ouncil 0 1 J uC:ee s shall 
t c r H!n!:':t2 whe 1 t. .c per ~-,:- a nc=::nt Hi gl'l C.JL~r:o.cil · s establishe 0 in accor._': :::: ncc 
w ith t~ - b .. . 

r_;:' hc <1JOVi~ n<: ti::.. !!t: l ~nstitutiuis shall be 2 St2b lishe c. 
c.n:, opernting 2.t til ::. ktest one lYtc nth :::·r·c;~ r :1c: prcmulg2.ti-::m d t. e pr -·s;::;nt 
':ha rter. 

LrticL~ 5 ~ .• - ::'h\:: P r evisio n::>.! ~onstitution::-.1 ,-~ cts No.. 1 (Jf 

I'J v m b e r 4 , .. ~f..::! 2 n :-. 1T0. 2 of :s·e bru::!ry 7, 9 64 2. r c h 2 r2by 2.brogC\te cJ . 

':' '1e c.xistiilr..' l aw s a nd· r,~guL· J~ilms c:r;.:- still 2. pplk2ble except ::: or 
tho se t hat 2.re n;.,nt:ro. r·y t o the pr8 S0 nt ___,h -; rtc r . 

~ -'- .:~ c .:: in Sc-. igon o n the le"': h u t.ugust in tn2 y a2..r 1864. 

T he Tlf.i ilit8. :;:y :.; • .:;v .:;btio n3 ry Council. 

:_)L-b / nl 

• I 
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CHAPPER 8

Final Provisions

Article 59. - While waiting for the provincial, municipal and
capital councils to be elected, the Military Revolutionary Council shall

appoint the members of the Provisional National Assembly from among
the respresentatives of the various parts of the country, following the

proposition of the province chiefs, mayors, and prefect.

The term of office of these members shall automatically ter-
minate when other members have been designated according to the pro-
cedures provided for in Article 40.

Article 60. - A Provisional High Council of Judges consisting
of four members is appointed by the Military Revolutionary Council.

This High Council shall draw up a list of judges and propose
their appointment to the President of the Republic in accordance with
Article 55 of the present Charter.

The responsibility of the Provisional High Council of Judges shall

terminate when the permanent High Council is established in accordance
with the law.

Article 61. - The above national institutions shall be established

and operating at the latest one month after the promulgation of the present
Charter.

Article 62. - The Provisional Constitutional Acts No. 1 of

November 4, 1963 and No. 2 of February 7, 1964 are hereby abrogated.

The existing laws and regulations are still applicable except for

those that are contrary to the present Charter.

The present Charter shall take effect on the day it is promulgated,

Made in Saigon on the 16th of August in the year 1964.

The Military Revolutionary Council.

(This story was published in our special edition that came out
at 10 p.m. yesterday evening, Ed.)

DL-b/nl
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