
t' THE 'rARGJ<;T SPIRIT ~ · 

The story of the •fTARGET SPIHIT'' that "' am going to tell you 

today was told by my teacher~ Mr Tran van Huong. 
1 do not guarantee that it is a true story as cocpared to the 
original because 1 have heard of it longt i me ago. 
Also, Pm not too sure about the reality of this storyo It 
might be an imaginated one, but 1 suppose , dear friends that 
we don't care much about it. When we must struggle for life, 
we have little time to laugh to our heart ' s content, so let 
us tell anyhow a story to enjoy ourselves and be not afraid of 
all comments, no matter serious it 1so 
I hope that our American friends who are · Ji th us today will 
share our thought and understand our case and won ' t ba too 
strict about it. 

Once upon a time, there was an unkno'W!l student from 
an unkno~ countr•y, but probably f:rom our Vietnam of yore t who 
was not good in hj.s studies, but excell en:: in drinkingo 

He was stj.11 bad in military t :•aining -- \\henever 
he had taken eome drinks and went to the ~hooting range, all 
people living 1n the vicinity of t he rang ·~ should hurry up to 

move miles and miles away if they did not want to become 
n~H targets because never had our student the chance to send 
his golden arrows into the very bull's ey~ of the target 1n 

the range. 
But when came the examination day, the strange thing 

was that he was graduated. Three times he mounted on horseback 
to shoot his arrows with his bow, thpee times the arrows -went 
right into the targets before the warm acclamat:i.on of the exa­
minators and his fello'W""students. And our gloriousstudent became 
a General of the Royal Court. 
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The story of the "TARGET SPIRIT" that 1 am going to tell you

today was told by my teacher, Mr Tran van Huong.

1 do not guarantee that it is a true story as compared to the

original because I have heard of it longtime ago.

Also, I'm not too sure about the reality of this story. It

might be an imaginated one, but 1 suppose. dear friends that

we don't care much about it. When we must struggle for life,
we have little time to laugh to our heart's content, so let

us tell anyhow a story to enjoy ourselves and be not afraid of

all comments, no matter serious it is.

I hope that our American friends who are with us today will

share our thought and understand our case and won't be too

strict about it.

Once upon a time, there was an unknown student from

an unknown country, but probably from our Vietnam of yore, who

was not good in his studies, but excellent in drinking.

He was still bad in military training -- Whenever

he had taken some drinks and went to the shooting range, all

people living in the vicinity of the range should hurry up to

move miles and miles away if they did not want to become

"true" targets because never had our student the chance to send

his golden arrows into the very bull's eye of the target in

the range.

But when came the examination day, the strange thing

was that he was graduated. Three times he mounted on horseback

to shoot his arrows with his bow, three times the arrows went

right into the targets before the warm acclamation of the exa-

minators and his fellow-students. And our glorious studen became

a General of the Royal Court.
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A few days after his graduaticn , when, one night, 
he was thinking of his unexpected succe~s,Pe saw a Great Man with 
long beards and red face, in beautiful clothing coming in and 
greeting him~ Our student was still sur~rised when the visitor 
said ~ 

- General , do you recognize me ? 

- I d id not have the pleasure to know ye u before • " 
- "Do you know what procured you this present stuation ?11 

- "Actually, 1 don't , will you please tell me.'' 
- "I am the TARGET SPmIT0 o 

- HTARGET sPmITn .• ? .but •• ., 
- "I believe you don't know me , so let rr e explain o 

Your Excellency may still rerrembe~ that when you 
still were a student, every time you wert to the range and 
pr act 1.c ed shoo·t ing you have been so k inc to me o You did not 
send your arrows right into my face and 3amaged it, and today , 
I have a chance of being still safe and soundo 

Therefore~ to show my gratittje to Your Excellency, 
on the examination day, I have secretly t ried to help you get 
all your arrows into the bull 's eyeo 11 

Hardly had the TARGET SPIRIT finished his words 7 when 
he d 1sappeared o 

That is the 'Whole storyo My teacher finished it and 

lifted his hand to hide his mouth and leughed inwardlyo 
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A few days after his graduation, when, one night,
he was thinking of his unexpected success.he saw a Great Man with

long beards and red face, in beautiful clothing coming in and

greeting him. Our student was still surprised when the visitor

said :

- General, do you recognize me ?

as I did not have the pleasure to know you before."

- "Do you know what procured you this present stuation ?"

- "Actually, 1 don't, will you please tell me."

- "I am the TARGET SPIRIT".

- "TARGET SPIRIT" .?.but

- "I believe you don't know me, so let me explain.

Your Excellency may still remember that when you

still were a student, every time you wert to the range and

practiced shooting you have been so kind to me. You did not

send your arrows right into my face and damaged it, and today,

I have a chance of being still safe and sound.

Therefore, to show my gratitude to Your Excellency,

on the examination day, I have secretly tried to help you get

all your arrows into the bull's eye

Hardly had the TARGET SPIRIT finished his words, when

he disappeared

That is the whole story. My teacher finished it and

lifted his hand to hide his mouth and laughed inwardly.

CU TU ONG



TH A: N B l A 

" .? kYi poi d,§_u : 

Gau chuyen '"'l'HNN B Ii\'' m2 . 
~ . 

,. .., 
. ·!Si ctem hien qui vi horn nay 

trong bu8i ti~c lien-hoan cia'u xua'n 1 ~y, la do tl ay t,c3i~gii10-st.t 
'rR~~N-VAN . ..HPONG k§ l~ 1 (1). 

'£8i khong cam-cio3n dung ,,_ ·i nguy2n""·van vi tO:l d.'U"-7C nghe 
.,,. ) "\:. ~~ "-

cia l~"u va h8m nay thu~t 1 ~ i C1) the· : a i ai it nhie'U ~ 

Toi c~ng kh$ng qu~ -quy~·t : £, ca'u chuy~n c~ th~'t ~ cb th€ 
j e) tf /./, .. ~ \ "" la bia d:qt cung nen~ ma co ca.1 fi, . 1h:Ji lr.h8ng cac b~n ? Kh~ ma 

con ngu..;1 ch{ing ta ma 1 10 vfi't i~n 11 ·1 c!3i, r~t it c~ dip a.~ c.."'t:a·l 

Yc-i nhau cho h~ -he· thi c{: ki bt~a J cho vui, :kh~ng 1~ co ong bt:tn 

kh~ tinh nao a(:i uU'!lg ra pi-:·~n c~Si i c· o rang 1~0 khoet r6i hoan-
.l 

nghinh, da-da(> :i1uy~n-th.te"11 •. . 
.,..._ IP '\. t~ °l •'" 

'lol. U\.J"C mong nr: ·r..~ orw· 'b~ j nguo-1 My cua. t6i co m~ t tr0ng 

bt~a ti~c hom nay s~ c~m V11'Jr._; )i.tra /;y ma kh6ng t~ ra qua nghiem·-
~ 

khac" 

:x y, 

Mqt thtr sinh nq ~·:.l-:}r.~· }-;l~ T, O' vao t.hO:i·~d:~i nao va 0' XU' 
.. ·~. t.P : "' ~ 

nao, co le a XU' D-9 i-C~-'.· l~t cu.:i r:rrn lg ta cung rien~ h9c ·-·hnnh khong 

C~ r?,:f xuott=s~c, nhung C;i d~'"C udrg 11.J'-.lU cua Chang ta thi khong ai ... 
hon n.oi ... 

~n v iEfc t~p luyEfn v~~n{1q' thi kh~ii nbi. b Khi c~ vai 
"" A ... ti' <(' ,, ~ ' 

chen lan trong bvng roi thi nhvng ~:'_ co nha cu-a o· gan xg....,t!"ltcmg 

nen mau mau t;n Ctr xa vai Tm.lt. i d4m 1 n€u k:hong mu&n dem tha'n lam 
bia ci; nht;.ng m~~ ten l~c-lom. c~a <hang ta, vi khong ba o gia, th<!t'-' 

~ ~,11 J ~ .. ... 

Chua bao ~iO'., mui ten Vang Clta Chan·~ chtQ'C danh-d·tt go hong tam~ ma 
~ r ~ ~ 

bay trur-.rt cM'u quanh do co a 1. thny au-,.c bao g10'" 

"., .,2 

THAN BIA

Lo1 noi day :

Cau chuyen THAN BIA" ma 61 ₫em hien qui vi hom nay

trong bu81 tiec lien~hoan dau xuan dy, là do thay t6i,giao-su
TRAN_VAN.,HUONG ke lai (1).

T8i khong cam-doan dung voi nguyen-van, vi toi duge nghe
da lau và hom nay thuat lai CO the sai di it nhieu

T8i cung khong qua-quyet là cau chuyen CO that, CO the

1à bia dat cung nen, ma CO can gi, hai khong cac ban ? Khi ma

con nguoi chung ta mai lo vat 1 n voi doi, rat it CO dip de cuoi

voi nhau cho ha-hé, thi CL: ke bua ₫ cho vui, khong le co ong ban

kho tinh não ₫0 dung ra phon ₫61, c) 0 rang 130 khoet roi hoan-

nghinh, da-dao huyen-thier

T81 UOC mong nhing 6ng ba nguoi My cua tôi CO mat trong

bura tiéc hôm nay se cam thong diem sy ma khong to ra qua nghiem-
khac .

X

Mot thu sinh no khong biéto vao thoi-dai não và o xu

não, CO le a xu Dai-C6-Viet cua chung ta cung nên, hoc-hanh khong

CO gi xuat-sac, nhung cai due uong rugu cua chang ta thi khong ai

hon noi.

Den viec tap luyen vo-nghé thi khoi noi i Khi co vài

chén lon trong bung rôi thi nhung al CO nha cua O gan xa-truong

nen mau mau tan cu xa vài mroi dam, neu khong muon dem than làm

bia do nhung mui ten lac-long cua chang ta, vi khong bao gio, that

chua bao gio, mui ten vang cua chang duge danh-dy go hong tam, ma

bay truot dau quanh do co ai thay dure bao gio
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, ,, ... A ..._ 'I. , 

Th~ ma d~n khoa thi, Chang ta d'uqc °tEn <1ti bang h6 cai 

18. l~ cho chO- t Ba lln l€n y€n 11'. ha litn h8ng ~!ti; ,,C: vll 
" ,. \ , - .. -1::. \ 

ba lan trcSng ·rung chu8ng d:o, tnrc-';! sv houn .... h$ • '# cua , ~ . , \ 

gian-khao quan va thi-sinh cldng-c'.t.l • 

lfr>.Sng nhUng c~c b~r. chaa.g bSy 16'u nay xem ch!mg nhu 
".,.,' .. ~'" kh6ng co, r~t l~y lam kinh ng~c ma ngay chang cung lay lam ky. , ~ ~ ~ \ 

Th~ r~i chang nghi~m-nhien tro thanh Vo-tr~ng cua 
' trao d'1nh. 

, ·~ 

Sau ngay y€t bang, m~t . d~m nQ chang dang ~-·-mang 

nghi d€n sv tharm cSng b~t ngo c~a chang, bang thSy m9t vi€n 
quan m~t d~ r€u dai, ao m~o ~hinh-tl d~ng-d~c buO-c vao nha v~i 

·\J. , ' A l ,. \ 
chang va kh8ng d€ cho chang no1 gi, lien cat tienp sang-sang 

'l 

ho1 : 

" - •.c •"' , ' , 
Tht."'3 quan ·. o-tr:;ng, ngai co nhin bi~t h~ quan 

, "' " 
- Thua Ngai, to:l. c'11ra co cai han-h£!nh do· .. , . ' ' 
- Quan Vo-tr , nc- co hiE;-t vi d~u va nho- ai ma quan 

Vo-tr~n~ c~ ngay horn nav ch'3ng ? 

- Tn~t ra toJ 1,.!.0nf' b :..€t va xin 

- Hl:i quan J rt 1 "l'h~n Bia" d1y. 

- nTh~n Bia 1·, ::--:h~mg • ·.o 
~ r ~ 

- Quan Vo-tr~ng 1-thong biet cung 
\ #' 

hq quan giai-thicho 

'\ 
nga.'. d~y bao. 

~ \ 
phai, vfy x:l.n de 

Quan l~n con nh; Cho, h~i trt~C m~i l~n Quan lOn 
'1 · ~ .. .._ r 1 A ' ti 

xach cun~ ra di€n vo-truC"ng la moi lan h~ quan chit ai€ngo - , " '),, .. 
NhtmP, cung may, Quan lon thqt la nho-n due, kh8ng no- xu8ng tay, 
Cho nen h8m nay m~t may hq quan ~on <h..tqc lanh 1~, Giang-huong 
ti~n VA L~c-y ti$n con ctn.ra cho H~ quan ra ria dty la nha Quan 

# ' ~ .. 

l cm r~ng luqng bao dung , kheng bilO gicr ban trung vao bia ma 
.. t " 

chi ban quanh dS'u day. 
'l. " ' " \ , .,. 

Cam khich long nh~n c'tt.~ cua Quan lon, h8m btra thi 

h~n, h~ quan dung thu~t mqn ng~n giup Quan lan ba 1ln te'n g~ 
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The mà den khoa thi, chang ta duge ten de bang hô moi

là la cho cho % Ba lan len yen là ba Ian hong tam b1 ban vo và

ba lan trong rung chuong ₫6, truce SY hoan-hô cua

giam-khao quan va thi-sinh dông-du.

Khong nhung cac ban chang bay lau nay xem chang nhu

khong co, rat lay 1àm kinh ngac mà ngay chang cung lay 1àm ky.
The rô1 chang nghiem-nhien tro thanh Vo-trang cua

trão dinh.

Sau ngay yet bang, mot dem no chang dang mc-mang

nghi den sy thanh cong bat ngo cua chang, bong thay m&t vien

quan mat do rau dài, ao mao chinh-te dong-dac buoc vao nha vai

chang và khong de cho chang noi gi, lien cat tieng sang-sang
hoi

Thus quan Vo-trang, ngài CO nhin bift ha quan
11

khong ?

- Thua Ngai, t6i chua co cai han-hanh ₫0.
- Quan Vo-trang co biet vi dau va nho ai ma quan

Vo-trang co ngay hôm nay chang ?

- That ra t61 thong biet và xin ngà! day bao.
- Ha quan là "Than Bia" day.
- "Than Bia", nhung
- Quan Vo-trang khong biet cung phai, very xin de

ha quan giai-thich

Quan lon con nho cho, ho1 truoc mo1 lan Quan lon

xach cung ra dien vo-truong là moi lan ha quan chet dieng.

Nhung cung may, Quan lon that là nhon due, khong no xuong tay,

cho nên hôm nay mat may ha quan con duge lanh 1e, Giang-huong

tien va Lyc-y tien con chua cho Ha quan ra ria day 1à nho Quan

lon rong lugng bao dung, khong bao gio ban trung vao bia ma

chi ban quanh dau day.

Cam khich long nhon due cua Quan lon, hôm bura thi

ban, ha quan dung thuat mon ngam giup Quan lon ba 1an ten go
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h~ng tAm, g9i la din d<ip cm s~ti Qu!ln l~ trong mucSn rn~t''. 

,; "' , .. 
Noi xong va Quan Vo-trqng nha ta chua kip noi 1~1 

chi, Thln Bia vvt b1€n m~t. 

x 
x x 

CBu chuytjn chf co bt:r nhieu . ] hly t6i J. xor.g che .. , ,,, 
t.'litfng ctl'O'i khuc-khich .~ 

cu· TUONG 

(1) 
.. .. 'I. , , 

GinO·-Str IHroNG co ke n:9t ch 1y~n ucSng tra ma tcSi co thu~t 
,; 

1~ 1 cho qui b~n nghe trong bai "Chung quanh chen tra" 
nh~n dfp Trung thu 19 ·7. 

- 3 -

höng tam, goi là den dap on san Quan lon trong muon mot".

Noi xong va Quan Vo-trang nha ta chua kip noi 101

chi, Than Bia vyt bien mat.

X
X

Cau chuyen chi co bay nhieu They toi ké xong che

mieng cioi khuc-khich.=

CU TUONG

(1) Giao-Su HUONG co ke mot chuyen uong trà ma t6i co thuat

lai cho qui ban nghe trong bài "Chung quanh chen trà"

nhon dip Trung thu 1957.
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