
b Honorable • Douglaa Dlllon 
Under Secretar,r of state 
~rat ot state 
hi~n, D •• 

Dear • Umer ecretarTt 

Sept.ellber 2, 1~9 

Cbe ot the at. ialpreu1n 80d.al ani political achie-...nt.e ainoe 
end ot rlc1 War II hu bMn the eat.ablia•nt of t.he a.p&blic ot 
Vietnall u an eeonollicall.T d&bl.a eat !Ddependent ooutitutional 
npubl1c. lot onl.7 hu thia J'OU!lt oount17 been able to pre•rn 1 t. 
polit.ical. treedoll aDi integrit.7 u a r ot tJw ocr an1t.,r ot t 

· nat.ionaa it baa . t the ..- \1me anapd to guarant.M to ita people 
_ ot the ..- baaic tnedalls aDl aoclal ad nt.a&e• vhieb w our­

aelv.a 1n tbl t)dted Sta a •nJciT• S1nct t.t. \rape Qenen putit10n 
of 1~4, Free V1etnaa bu att.ellpt.ed to effect a aweping .ooial 
re'IOlut1on, pro~ U. people .S.th tho• -.rka of .ocial prosre•• 
1lh1ch • in the at ~·take tor graot.eda public education tor 
.UJ equal rights tor ... n .nd tor etbn1c a:lno1"1U.a1 the right ot 
t~r to cnm the laM t. tazwea plbl1c ..rev and health. 

Conaaioua of tbe .. snat. •t.rid• , - belieft t.bat the ... rican public 
ahauld be made aware of what. oan be chieftd in count.r.r recent.l.T t 
rro. colonial &.1natJ.on 1dthout aacr1t1clng the bade gUannteea ot 
.trMdoa ~ opportulll\7 to ita ,.opl... CODMcptftU1'1 w ban Clllled 
COQt renee tor October 13-24 to be iwld in Mev York Wlich w.lll review 
prosreaa ln the field.a ot public baaltb, education, l.aD:l :retorm, public 
adld.niatration and the other areas ot eooial end•\IOr 1n Vi 
a1nce l9S4. h VS..t,__.. aD1 -.riean expt"'-Pri.vate and 

rrDmtal--td.ll pr.Mnt aoad.tc papers on the• aubj.cta. I have 
enclo a OOP1 ot the ~l'lttaUn age • 

<b behalf or tJw riaan Frienda or ftet.Ma• Mr. Under Secretary, I 
w t,he dUUnct honor ot 1mit.inc )'OU to.-. the pri.ncipal. addreae 

ot th11 oontere1\CMI at a luncheon on October 23rd. YOllr addreu a1ght 
wll •nco~~Pe•• t.be subject ot .ocial wltare aD1 dewlop.nt tor all 

September 2, 1959

The Honorable C. Douglas Dillon
Under Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Under Secretary:

One of the most impressive social and political achievements since the
end of World War II has been the establishment of the Republic of
Vietnam as an economically viable and independent constitutional
republic. Not only has this young country been able to preserve its
political freedom and integrity as a member of the community of free

nations; it has at the same time managed to guarantee to its people
many of the same basic freedoms and social advantages which we our-
selves in the United States enjoy. Since the tragic Geneva partition
of 1954, Free Vietnam has attempted to effect a sweeping social

revolution, providing the people with those marks of social progress
which we in the West sometimes take for granted: public education for

all; equal rights for women and for ethnic minorities; the right of a
farmer to own the land he farms; public safety and health.

Conscious of these great strides, we believe that the American public
should be made aware of what can be achieved in a country recently freed
from colonial domination without sacrificing the basic guarantees of
freedom and opportunity to its people. Consequently, we have called a
Conference for October 23-24 to be held in New York which will review

progress in the fields of public health, education, land reform, public
administration and the many other areas of social endeavor in Vietnam
since 1954. Both Vietnamese and American experts-private and

governmental--w present academic papers on these subjects. I have
enclosed a copy of the tentative agenda.

On behalf of the American Friends of Vietnam, Mr. Under Secretary, I
have the distinct honor of inviting you to make the principal address
of this conference at a luncheon on October 23rd. Your address might
well encompass the subject of social welfare and development for all



ot Uia1 outlird.n« the dew ot tbe u •• Oonr.ent in fostering 
auch prognaa. A .uggen.4 Utl• lld.cht -u.s. Policy and Aaia'• 

.t tor Jutice." ntid.ent that )'OUr part.icipat.lon 1n 
thia MlWler wul.d be a rable occu5oo tllbich ¥N1d be cl•rlT 
telt t.hro\J&}Dut sou~at Ae1a, aa wU u in our own oount.r7. 

I look torwara t.o TOUr re~ 1n the deep bope that JOUr buq 
scbedule ld.ll pel'ldt lOl.l to join 1n October. 

John • o•o..m.el, Chai.-n 
u. Gen. u.s. AnV ( t.)· 
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of Asia, outlining the views of the U.S. Government in fostering
such progress. A suggested title might be "U.S. Policy and Asia's
Quest for Justice." We are confident that your participation in
this manner would be a memorable occasion which would be clearly
felt throughout Southeast Asia, as well as in our own country.

I look forward to your reply in the deep hope that your busy
schedule will permit you to join us in October.

Very sincerely,

John W. O'Daniel, Chairman
Lt. Gen. U.S. Army (Rot.)

JWO:ch
enc.

30: L. Andreatta
W. Fishel
Gan. O'Daniel
J. Bittinger
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