
BIOGRAPHY 
of 

VU-QUO -THONG 

Forn1er Hinista• of Social ,.ction .nd Public Health SJ ector 
of the Nation~..l Instit.ute. of dLt\ni tration:~ and X.ice-Pres i dent 
or the National _ . ' Assemb:;.y of Vietnan. y,~s{ 

Bo n :m 1916, at Nem Dinh 1 Nor~h i tn } .. 
S udied at Hanoi and in l 1r n e .. 
Laureate of the Faculty of at Hanoi 
Doctor of Law (Publlc C~), Diploma in Indochine e Juridical Studies 
Diploma of higher studies in Political Eoono • 
Entered the Judi ei , 940 
Counselor of he Court of t , 1 SO. 
Left the Jt diciary to become Prof es or the Faculty of Ls\-t at Hanoi in 

1951 a~d Professor at the Sch o of Administration of North Vietnamp 
After the Genev Agreement , in 1954, Professor of the Facult,y of La 

at the University of Saigon .. 
In 1955 n i!.ad President~ of "-he Council of State of Vietnam, the Suprema 

Administrative Jurisdiction or Vietn w 

Became a .member of the C binet of Ngo- Dinh-Diem, establi bed Oc·~ober 5, 1955, 
s Mi.nifrter of Social Action and of Public Hec.1lth. 

In addition to these govecnme.Tital functions, as ad Dir ct.or of ·the 
National J ti tut.e or ltdm:tnistrat:...on, and inati tution created i n July I 1955. 

Arter the --sti!bLi.sh.inent of the Re ublic md the mini tel"ial reorganization 
of October 1955, ret~ned n the first Cabinet of the Republic at the 
head of ths Department of Socia.l c· on Pu lie Hoalt.rJ. 

Elected Deput.y to t~a Constitu~n a b in M ch 956~ then Vice-President 
of the Committee of "t:.he sam A aenbly to prepare th6 draft constitution . 
After the promulgation of the C~ust~ 1tion 1 in October 1956, r signe hia 
governmen~.~al posi· ion in o'~"d · to devote h f tc the legia .ative taslm 
of the First National Legislati ! Viet • 

Elected Vice•President of the t1 1 egislati e A sembly in D c ber 1956, 
member of the Con ti tutional Cour t of ietnam, and CounBalo- of the High 
Court of Justic e of Vietnam. Klec vd President of the Codification Committee 
of the Legielat.i ,;·e Assemb:Qr in April 1957., 

* 
* 

Mr. 1~ong at present continu to hold o 9ltaneous ly the position of 
Vice-President of the Na'tional l~gisl tive Assembly and that of Director 
o£ the Na.tional Instt tute of· Adminia !'ation ani of' PTOfes a- of Publ:t.c 1&•1 
and Politl.cal Science at the Facul o! T. l! at the University of S igon. 
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Former Minister of Social Action and Public Health, Rector
of the National Institute of Administration, and Vice-President
of the National Legislative Assembly of Vietnam. FIRST

Born in 1916, at Nam Dinh (North Vietnam).
Studied at Hanoi and in France.
Laureate of the Faculty of Law at Hanoi.
Doctor of Law (Public Law), Diploma in Indochinese Juridical Studies.
Diploma of higher studies in Political Economy.
Entered the Judiciary, 1940.
Counselor of the Court of Appeals at Hanoi, 1950.

Left the Judiciary to become Professor of the Faculty of Law at Hanoi in

1951 and Professor at the School of Administration of North Vietnam.
After the Geneva Agreement, in 1954, named Professor of the Faculty of Law

at the University of Saigon.
In 1955 named President of the Council of State of Vietnam, the Supreme

Administrative Jurisdiction of Vietnam.
Became a member of the Cabinet of Ngo-Dinh-Diem, established October 5, 1955,

as Minister of Social Action and of Public Health.

In addition to these governmental functions, was made Director of the
National Institute of Administration, and institution created in July, 1955.

After the establishment of the Republic and the ministerial reorganization
of October 1955. was retained in the first Cabinet of the Republic at the
head of the Department of Social Action and Public Health.

Elected Deputy to the Constituent Assembly in March 1956, then Vice-President
of the Committee of the same Assembly to prepare the draft constitution.
After the promulgation of the Constitution, in October 1956, resigned his
governmental positions in order to devote himself to the legislative taska
of the First National Legislative Assembly of Vietnam.

Elected Vice-President of the National Legislative Assembly in December 1956,
member of the Constitutional Court of Vietnam, and Counselor of the High
Court of Justice of Vietnam. Elected President of the Codification Committee
of the Legislative Assembly in April 1957.

**

Mr. Thong at present continues to hold simultaneously the position of
Vice=President of the National Legislative Assembly and that of Director
of the National Institute of Administration and of Professor of Public Law
and Political Science at the Faculty of Law at the University of Saigon.
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Politir.a1 ... _5_,2~1a,1J. and _£!.1-tm~ 

Charter mambr~r or the poJ.itical par·t.y Phong ... Truo Tranh Thu Tu-Do" (!-!overoont 
for the Conque!Jt a..l"ld Defea1se of Freedom) .. 

Jaycee Se.na 
11Phap-Ly Tap 

' of Vie ·1am~ 
an" a.."lld the c 

,, ormerly Fd1. :or.-1n·~ehie£ of' ~"1e 
tural revi ~ · ":no-Thong". 

egal journal 

Director and Ed1.tor··J.n~ .... hiei' of the j _ nl n Administr2t:nr~ S d · es n .. 
Represe, ted the University c:f Hanoi at i.;..l·u~ Conference of Soui:.h East Ac! n 
Universities, o!>g&li~oo by Joilns Hopkin Institute in 1-hlshingto.a in 1952 .. 

Met.:be •. ~ of t'.lu: uele ;,at,iovt frorn. Vietn 
BandurJg (IndoneGia) in Aprl.l 195S. 

to he AbO-Asian Conference at 

PUSILr CATIOm 

AdJ!lims·tratd. v~ Dec .... ntraliza·M.on in Vietnam (Paris: 1952, 2nd : 420 pp.) 
rtt1hat ia-s'OC:fe.l-n~'Ocracyi';, 'F&ri;;-·195.37* 
U'i'ho ReSe!"V6d Powe:.ce r States' I .Paris 195.3 
ttHow 1~e Conceive the T!'uture National As mbly of Vietn:::w'll, •1 Hanoi>- 19.51 
"Control of Adillini. tl ~ti'Ve Legality in V:...~tnam," Sa!.gcnt 195.5., 
"The Draft Constitution of' July .:.., 1956 or Viet t:'!m," Saigon, 957. 
"Some Commm.i" o:;.'l the Consti t:.IM .. or· 1 Court cf Vietnam ' Saigon 7 1957 .. 

Several Jourrl:.U Ar'tic~es, pa.:.."ticularly: 

nrnut is Nat:t nal Sovereignty?" (~n The~' Ha.11o:t~ 17>6),. 
~Our Opinion on the D:. ... aft Gorwti +utio"'i""''r 19i~6" ( t.z1 X~ Dur.~ : H.:n ci!e 1956). 

( 
.. ._...---as.. l _.., 

fl'.rhe F-t'Ob) ·m. _,f Reu.::·~~cat..ion. of Legi6laT.icntt :.tn Ph·:?· ..J::..-!?.£U_f!E,_, 19.4;))., 
"History ?~ Jth~ E.., ·n1~Hm f "C.hc.> Ju.=~ ci q~· ~ o~ ;)tl: m." in g~o.:!h2.~g;:. 

Hanoi: 1751-195.:..). 
Th . Use o*" IT etr!l.lmeae before the Frenco :v·.ie :n· e Ifued J riedictl.ons r 
195'1-l; 5 ~ (. n !!lO· .~;h?.E.e) ~ 

"t'£'he Role of Ci Vl; ~ iMuca ~ion in he l'e.a ·h J 1 X"ogt>a'!ll" (in ~?.=!h?!!K: Hanoi, 195h) 
"Sor!le Though·Ls on the Econo:il\Y of Vietnam of TonKt-Tow" (in .bnglish) 

Washingt·n, -95?. 
"The Problem o£ T .ru.ning oi Cadres of ·strati on (In. Vietn m id in Im.ti.a.) 

(in !!m~ o:t:.Jiw"'nar~ - Special issue Mo:tr, 1957) II> 
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Political, Social, and Cultural Activities

Charter member of the political party "Phong-Trao Tranh Thu Tu-Do" (Movement
for the Conquest and Defense of Freedom).

Jaycee Senator of Vietnam. Formerly Editor-in-chief of the legal journal
"Phap-Ly Tap-san" and the cultural review "Pho-Thong".

Director and Editor-in-chief of the journal "Administrative Studies".

Represented the University of Hanoi at the Conference of South East Asian

Universities, organised by Johns Hopkins Institute in Washington in 1952.

Member of the delegation from Vietnam to the AfrO-Asian Conference at
Bandung (Indonesia) in April 1955.

PUBLICATIONS

Published Works

Administrative Decentralization in Vietnam (Paris: 1952, 2nd edition, 420 pp.)
"What is Social Democracy?", Paris, 1953.
"The Reserved Powers of States, Paris 1953.
"How We Conceive the Future National Assembly of Vietnam," Hanoi, 1951.
"Control of Administrative Legality in Vietnam," Saigon, 1955.
"The Draft Constitution of July 2, 1956 of Vietnam," Saigon, 1957.
"Some Comments on the Constitutional Court of Vietnam," Saigon, 1957.

Several Journal Articles, particularly:

"What is National Sovereignty?" (in The Ky, Hanoi, 1956).
(in Xay Dung Hanoi, 1956)."Our Opinion on the Draft Constitution of 1946°

"The Problem of Reunification of Legislatd.on (in Phap-Ly Tap-San, 1945).
"History of the Evolution of the Judicial System of Vietnam (in Pho-Thong,

Hanoi: 1951-1952).
"The Use of Vietnamese before the Franco-Vietnamese Mixed Jurisdictions"

1951-1952 (in Pho-Thong).
"The Role of Civic Education in the Teaching Program (in Pho-Thong, Hanoi,195L).
"Some Thoughts on the Economy of Vietnam of Tomorrow" (in English)

Washington, 1952.
"The Problem of Training of Cadres of Administration (In Vietnam and in India)

(in Times of Vietnam we Special issue - May, 1957).
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