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PROJECT FOR IMPORTANT STRUCTURAL REFORM

IN GOVER MENT ANNOUNCED

President outlines major points of reform program

Saigon (VP) Feb. 7

In a news conference at Independence Palace

yesterday, the President of the Republic announced

important reforms in the government structure and out-

lined the cajor points of his pro ram.

More than 100 Vietnamese and foreign DOWS-

papermon, representatives of various nows agencies and

pross attaches of diplomatic.missi attended the news

conforence.

After welcoming the powslion, the President

asked the Secretary of State for the Presidency, Mr.

Nguyen Dinh Thuan, to present the major points of the

reform program.

The Secretary of State said :

"Along the reform lines drawn up in the

declaration delivered by the Prosident of the Republic

before the National Assembly on Oct. 3, 1960, several

important projocts have just boon approved with a view

to rendering the government agencies more adopted to

the situation.
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(2)PROJECT FOR

"First and foremost, several koy agencies
will be reorganised in order to increase their 00-

ordination and their efficiency, and at the same time,
to attribute in a more proper manner the departmental

responsibilities. To this end, Bany services which have

heretoford been directly attached to the Presidency,
will be placod under the jurisdiction of appropriate

Departments; those agencies having related activities
will be centralised under the direction of one Secretary
of State or one Coordinating Socretar of State.
This innovation will be favourable to the harmonious

development of Various activitios in each branch, particu-
larly in the oconomic and cultural fields.

"Therefore the number of agencies attached to

the President's Office is now reduced to six and these

will be reorganised. the Directorate Generals of Information

and Youth will be integrated with the Civic Action Commis-

Sariat under a dovartment of Civia Action. The agencies
which have Seen handling agrarian reform, agriculture,

land development, agricultural crodit and rural recon-

struction will fall under the jusidion of the

Department of Lural Affairs. the Dopartments them-

selves will be grouped according to their respective

branches of activity : security, economic development,

social and cultural, and in addition to the Secretaries

of State there will be Searctarios of State in charge of

Coordination.

dvh
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(3)PROJECT FOR

"Furthermore there will be Many agencies of

regional or national nature, to be bstablished with is

view toward encouraging more active Participation by
the intellectual, worling, productivo classes in projects
of common interest. The village councils oach will have

a now councillor to bo elected by the Cong Hoa (Republicat)
Youth organizations who will be in charge of youth and

information in the villages. The Provincial and City
Councils will be organized on the Sasis of large decentra-

lization. 1 National Economic Council and a Cultural and

Social - Council, to be code up of Toprosentatives from

economic, and technical circles and of able and experienced

people, will directly help in napping out and approving
the govorncent-sponsored projecte and programs. i Cultural

Institute, to operate under a florible statute, and to

include nonbors of the intelligentsia, will help promote
the research activities and creativo work in the scientific,

tochnical and artistic fields.

"All together, with the ostablishment of the

Constitutional Court and the High Council of the Judiciary
the new agencies mentioned above will complete the

government's structure, reorganized in such a way as to

help Viet Non speed up its pro CCSS, under the sign of

efficiency, personalism and democracy."

dvh
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(4)PROJECT FOR

The President of the Topublic emphasized that
the reforms aim at several goals :

1. To perfect the democratic institutions

of the country by establishing such important councils

as the Constitutional Court, the High Council of the

Judiciary and the National Econóui in Council.

2. To alleviate the burden devolving on the

President's Office, only major agencies will be retained.

The number of agencies attached to the President's Office

will drop from 20 to six -- Civil Service, Planning, a otal

wolfare and Socinl Action for the Highlands, Inspection

and the Institute of national Adninistration.

3. To strengthen the responsibility of the

Departments by transferring to then the responsibilitics

horotofore hold by tho President's Office.

4. To strengthen the boordination and control

of who government's activities through the grouping of

various dopartments under Security, Economic Development,

Cultural and Social Affairs, one) group 01 departments

being headed by a Coordinating Socretary of State in

addition to the Socretories of State who are directly

responsible for the departments o crations.

dvh
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Furthermore related activitios formerly
divided among several departments will be grouped under a

unique department. For example, Information, Youth, and
Civic Action, will como under the Do artmont of Civic

- Action. Agriculture, Agrorian Reform, Land Development,
Agriculturel Crodit, and Rural Reconstruction all will
bo grouped under the new Department of Rural Affairs,

5. to strengthen the village administrativo
dachinory by the cleation to the village bouncil of
a member of the Cong Hon Youth who will be in charge of
Information and Youth Affairs.

6. To decontralise authority by ostablishing
provincial and municipal councils.

7. 20 encourage the Participation of people in

all walks of life in the governmgnt-sponsored programs,
with the establishment of the National Economic Council,
Social and Cultural Council, Cultural Institute,
Provincial and municipal Councils.

Structural Reforms of Control Agencies

Roplying to questions, the President pointed
out that the appointment of Secrotarios of State in

charge of Coordination is aimod at activating and

coordinating the work of the different Departments in.

the sauc field which must submit to those Scoretarics

their projects and action programmes. The Socrotaries of

State in charge of Coordination will not directly run

the Departments under the jurisdiction of the concerned

Secretaries of State.

dvh
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This reform, the President said, has been

decided upon in answer to criticisms against rod-tape,
to cake a moro efficiont use of the personnel, and to

simplify work methods and coordinate work moro closely
in fields that require cooporativo offorts of several
Departments.

isked about ros consibilities of the Secretaries
of state and the Secretaries of State in charge of Co-

ordination, the President roplied that they all are

responsible to the Prosident of the Ropublic.

Furthermore, the authority of the Socretaries
will not be subject to any change since the docontralization

of power advoanted by the reform programme is contered on

the regional lovel.

to
In regard to the selection of appointees to

the newly created positions and the date of application
of the reforms, the Prosident said that he has beon having

consultations on these problems. the time required for the

establishcont of control agencios will bo rolatively short,

he addod.

On the contrary, he won't on, the installation
of village provincial and municipal councils will require

longer time as does the ostablishment of important

agencies such as the National Economic Council, the High

Council of the Judiciary and the Constitutional Court.

dvh



• 

~ucsd".Y cb. 7, 1961 ( orn'lr~; u bcr ·1 9 In,sc H.7 

PROJECT ,1; R • • • • (7) 

Draft bi).l~ conccrnin; esc nJcn.;ics have 
boon resented to tho -.tioLL~ ~ ~c- ly which ~tl 

sno1tl dou" con t , o :1-: ... :o .. "u ho oxc'"'ut~vo ""nn 
be tckcu only after the voto of t .o lc i l·.tivc. 

The · st stop toward cshaJ: ing tho villn.oc 
oinistrntivc ""J aratus is tl c _ a.ctio..;ipation. of +.ho 

l uth Co~~ia ionor in Village Co ~~: wor • • 

h a fi_ at ro1or hn.s ~Joe 

nonth L 1 n h~l , a t o o criaont 
a.c.!. en din on b. rosu.l ta obtt.dLlod as 

n o~fcct for ono 
wil be cncrnlizod, 

l as hJ o u.oa-
·on~ L ... vcl ron c '"'o ot l · ... o f. 

vho v~lla.cc •. 

/~ked wacthcr the ~rcn~io 
rovi cinl cou •1c s ,..,o, s a. de·:, ens 

._,h' o!' of prov~n""os, tho Prosi.don 
... cntro.lization st tho local love 
C lOW ovo. 

oOo 

' o~ pco lc in 

of m.uni""i)o.l ~r.d 
o .... power fo~ tJ.o 

s"'i 1 th-:-.t ho 
is tho pu~o o of 

J:.ftor tho conforonoo, Prc;;;r· dent go talkod in-+'orJ:I.Q)."' 
t Vietr n esc nnd foreign j ourno.J ists and o rrcspoodont 
tl.l 6& 30 l!• tl. 

K-Dt cVdvh 

VP Tuesday Feb. 7, 1961 (Morning) Kumber 1859 Fago H.7

(7)PROJECT FOR

Draft bills concerning these agencies have
been presented to the National Assembly which will

shortly debate on them, so action by the executive can
be taken only after the vote of the legislativo.

Local Administration Reforms

The first step toward reshaping the village
administrative opporatus is the participation of the

Youth Commissioner in Village Council work.

This first reform has been in effect for one

month and a half, and the experiment will be generalized,
depending on the results obtained as woll as the aduca-

tional level and the compotence factors of the people in

the villages..

Asked whether the croation of municipal and

provincial councils moans a decrease of power for the

chiefs of provinces, the Prosident said that the

decontralization at the local level is the purpose of

the new move.

0009

After the conferonoe, President Ngo talked informally
with Vietnamese and foreign journalists and correspondonts
until 6:30 p.m.
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